
By Airman 1st Class
John Linzmeier
18th Wing Public Affairs
2/25/2015 — Construction is 
nearly halfway complete on a 
project to relocate U.S. Navy 
aircraft  operations on Kadena 
Air Base.
 Operations conducted by the 
U.S. Navy will be relocated from 
the northern runway toward the 
center of the base, resulting in a 
reduced amount of noise leav-
ing Kadena upon the construc-
tion’s projected completion in 
mid to late 2017.
 “It’s our responsibility to be 
good stewards and good neigh-
bors,” said Maj. Joel Hearn, 
718th Civil Engineer Squadron 
engineering fl ight commander. 
“As the Navy operations move 
from one side of the runway to 
the other, I think the local pop-
ulation will notice a big diff er-
ence right away.”
 Th e project began April 1, 
2011, as part of a Special Ac-
tion Committee of Okinawa 
agreement to lessen the impact 
on our neighboring communi-
ties. Construction is funded by 
the government of Japan and is 

managed by U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.
 “One of the really good things 
is that the majority of contractors 
hired are from the local commu-
nity,” said Hearn. “We’d much 
rather have it that way because it 
makes it so much easier for them 
to engage with base leadership.”
 Th e hangars under construc-
tion will require less energy to 
operate, reducing the environ-
mental impact of operations, 
and will be capable of support-
ing the U.S. Navy’s current in-
ventory of aircraft .
 “Th ere has been a lot of co-
operation between the Gov-
ernment of Japan’s local staff  
and Kadena Air Base to keep 
the progress of those projects 
on schedule,” said Hani Ropha-
el, 18th Civil Engineer Group 
Government of Japan Design 
and Construction section chief, 
“We’re trying to support the 
contractors in every way we can 
and they are doing a good job at 
staying on schedule.”
 Construction is to be accom-
plished in three phases, begin-
ning with a culvert and drainage 
project, a new parking apron, 

upgraded taxiways and utility 
lines. Phase II is approximately 
halfway complete, entailing the 
construction of the new hangars 
and several supporting facilities.
 Phase III will include the 

widening of current taxiways 
and an aircraft  warm-up pad.
 “Th ere’s going to be a lot of 
useful facilities for the Navy,” 
said Hearn. “As far as the Air 
Force is concerned, the projects 

are helping upgrade and widen 
our taxiways. For those living to 
the north of the base, there will 
defi nitely be a lot less noise off  
base coming from U.S. aircraft . 
It’s win/win all the way around.”

By Airman 1st Class
Zackary A. Henry
18th Wing Public Affairs
2/19/2015 — A pilot currently deployed 
to Kadena has just completed a mile-
stone in his career, joining an elite group 
of just 250.
 U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Matthew C. 
McCunn completed a flight here tak-

ing him over a career total of 3,000 
flight hours.
 Upon landing, McCunn was 
surrounded by friends and family 
as he became soaked in water from 
the traditional hosing down for his 
accomplishment.
 McCunn is a traditional guardsman 
with the 115th Fighter Wing, Wisconsin 

Air National Guard in Madison, Wis. 
fl ying the F-16 Fighting Falcon
 McCunn is also a full time fi rst 
offi  cer with American Airlines, fl ying 
the Boeing 767 internationally out of 
Chicago O’Hare.
 He has an estimated 400 total hours 
conducted in combat, including sev-
eral deployments to places like Turkey, 

Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Iraq and 
Djibouti giving him a lot of experience 
around the world.
 “Probably the best trip I have ever 
been on was a factory delivery of 4 brand 
new F-16s to the Greek Air Force,” said 
McCunn. “Th e Greeks were fantastic 
hosts and really rolled out the red carpet 
for us.”

 (Courtesy photo)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zackary A. Henry)

Navy hangar construction continues

^Construction is nearly halfway complete on a project to relocate U.S. Navy aircraft operations on Kadena Air Base. Two aircraft hangars are 
being raised near the center of the base’s runway. The hangars will require less energy to operate, support the U.S. Navy’s current inventory of 
aircraft and reduce the amount of noise leaving Kadena Air Base. 

Members of the Wisconsin Air National Guard, 
115th Fighter Wing, pose for a group photo after 
U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Matthew C. McCunn, 
115th Fighter Wing pilot, completed his 3,000th 
fl ight hour at Kadena Air Base, Feb. 13.

Pilot reaches 3k flight hours while at Kadena
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A
s I was reviewing some enlisted performance 
reports and decorations today, I started 
contemplating a huge event in my life that 

occurred almost 20 years ago.
 In April of 1995, I asked my then girlfriend Tiff ani, 
a fellow Airman at the time, to be my wife, for better 
or worse. We were married later that year and along 
our journey these past 20 years, we have seen many 
places, been blessed with two wonderful children and 
made many friends.
 What really got me thinking though, were the 
numerous sacrifi ces that my wife and two children 
have made.
 Th roughout the journey, my kids have been asked 
to change schools six times, each time giving up old 
friends to make new ones. Some of those transitions 
were easy, but some have been diffi  cult. Th e resiliency 
they have shown each and every time though, inspires 
me. In some instances, they have actually been the 

ones itching to move, long before I ever was. My wife 
has been asked to give up two diff erent jobs along the 
way as well, not really ever getting the opportunity to 
start a career. Additionally, my family has had to deal 
with me missing many birthdays, anniversaries, etc. 
due to my temporary duties and deployments.
 We, as service members, raise our right hand and 
solemnly swear to defend the United States, against 
all enemies foreign and domestic. We signed on the 
dotted line vowing to give our lives in its defense, if 
needed, but nowhere on that contract does it say that 
our families should do the same.
 Whether you have a wife, husband, partner, 
children or simply family back in your home town, 
we all have someone, somewhere along the journey 
with us that didn’t sign that contract. Th ey endure 
the ups and downs, the uncertainties of deployments 
and the joy of reuniting with one another aft er those 
separations.

 My family has sacrifi ced so much over these years 
to allow me to do what I love, which is taking care 
of our Airmen! I cannot say “thank you” enough or 
rewind time to make up for those missed birthdays 
and anniversaries. I don’t think any of us would 
change a thing, but I simply wanted to let them know 
how much they are loved and appreciated and that I 
understand the sacrifi ces they have made.
 Two things I ask: First, don’t ever underestimate how 
much the support and sacrifi ce of our families means to 
our success. Second, please ensure you go home tonight 
and thank those that you love, give them a call if they 
are not here with you, or give them a big hug if they are.
 I can think of no greater thing than serving in 
the world’s greatest Air Force alongside the world’s 
greatest Airmen, but without my family and their 
support and sacrifi ces, none of it would have been 
possible. We all look forward to seeing where the 
journey continues to take us.

Published by Eight Co., Ltd. a private fi rm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with the 18th Wing. The civilian en-
terprise Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services overseas.  Contents of Samurai Gate are not necessar-
ily the offi cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products 
or services advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not  constitute endorsement by the Depart-
ment of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight  Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised.  Everything advertised in this publication shall 
be made available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political af-
filiation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.   For commercial advertising, inquiry, send Email to info@samuraigate.jp

Offi cial Kadena Air Base inquiries: 18wg.papublicaffairs@us.af.mil   DSN:634-3813

Don’t underestimate the importance of sacrifices
Commentary by Chief Master Sgt. Matthew Lusson

6th Air Mobility Wing command chief

By Ronald W. Wolf 
Army Medicine
2/20/2015 - SAN ANTONIO, Tx. — Mil-
itary personnel who deployed during Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom, or OIF, Operation 
Enduring Freedom, or OEF, or Operation 
New Dawn, or OND, were commonly ex-
posed to airborne hazards such as dust and 
smoke, Army Medicine researchers say.
 Some may have developed respirato-
ry diseases and still have medical conse-
quences as a result.
 Army Medicine researchers are continu-
ing to investigate possible long-term eff ects 
of this exposure, and need your help.
 Col. (Ret.) Michael J. Morris, M.D., San 
Antonio Military Medical Center, is the 
lead investigator for the Study of Active 
Duty Military for Pulmonary Disease Re-
lated to Environmental Deployment Ex-
posures, also known as STAMPEDE.
 Dr. Morris and his team need volun-
teers who deployed to OIF, OEF, or OND, 
developed respiratory symptoms while de-
ployed, and who still show these symptoms 
to assist with a research study. Th e STAM-
PEDE team aims to enroll 300 patients 
(from any branch of military service).

 Th e following are study eligibility re-
quirements for individuals who would 
like to be considered for STAMPEDE:
1. Deployment to OIF/OEF/OND on 

active-duty status;
2. Developed chronic respiratory symptoms 

during or soon aft er deployment;
3. Can exercise on a treadmill;
4. Had no history of pre-existing lung 

disease before deployment;
5. Are able to spend a week in San 

Antonio for testing procedures;
6. Can provide civilian or Veterans Aff airs, 

or VA, medical records (if available).
 Participants enrolled in the study will 
undergo a standardized testing protocol 
to include: surveys, blood work, chest 
imaging, echocardiography (examination 
of the heart), several diff erent breathing 
tests, exercise testing, laryngoscopy (vo-
cal cord examination), and bronchoscopy 
(airway examination).
 While there is no guarantee of bene-
fi t from joining the study, it is possible 
that participants will benefi t from iden-
tifi cation and evaluation of shortness of 
breath and learning if any lung disease 
related to deployment is the cause of this 

shortness of breath.
 Th e ongoing research of Morris and 
his team is important because active-du-
ty personnel still deploy to areas where 
exposure to particulate matter from dust, 
sand storms, burn pits, explosions, and 
vehicle exhaust is common. Th is research 
may help build the knowledge base need-
ed to treat Service members and veterans 
more eff ectively in the future.
 A number of medical studies already 
have looked at the consequences of ex-
posure to airborne dust and smoke from 
burn pits among Service members, going 
as far back as the fi rst Gulf War. In the 
1990s, the possible consequences of expo-
sure to oil fi res in Kuwait were considered. 
More recent studies conducted since 2000 
were unable to clearly link exposure to 
airborne particulate matter to long-term 
chronic respiratory disease.
 Th e matter is not closed, however, and 
Morris and his team of experts on respi-
ratory disease are investigating the causes 
and eff ects on individual health and how 
to provide the best care for those who 
continue to deploy where airborne partic-
ulate matter is common.

 Active-duty and Reserve personnel 
outside of the San Antonio area can con-
tact (see information below) the Pulmo-
nary Clinic at the San Antonio Military 
Medical Center to discuss possible enroll-
ment in the study. If a patient is accepted 
to the study, they must obtain permission 
from their unit, which will be responsible 
for the travel and lodging costs.
 Personnel who deployed during OIE/
OEF/OND and are no longer active duty 
(retirees and veterans) with TRICARE 
eligibility, will also be considered for the 
study. Th e individual will be responsible 
for any travel and lodging costs.
 Individuals who wish to be part of the 
study can be evaluated at the either of two 
study sites: San Antonio Military Medical 
Center or Walter Reed Military Medical 
Center in Bethesda, Maryland.
 STAMPEDE staff  at the San Antonio 
Military Medical Center can be reached 
at the following telephone number: 210-
916-3976. At the Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center in Bethesda, the 
telephone number is 301-295-4191.
 An email address is available for both 
sites as well: usarmy.jbsa.medcom-bamc.

Researchers investigate respiratory health 
of deployed personnel during operations



By Airman 1st Class
Zackary A. Henry
18th Wing Public Affairs
2/19/2015 — Eight senior 
NCOs celebrated achieving the 
Air Force’s top enlisted rank 
during a chief recognition cer-
emony Feb. 13 at the Rocker 
NCO Club here.
Th e eight senior NCOs are:
Senior Master Sgt. Tracie 
L. Welling, 353rd Special 
Operations group quality 
assurance superintendent;
Senior Master Sgt. Th omas 
J. McNamara, 733rd 
Air Mobility squadron 
superintendent;
Senior Master Sgt. Aaron 

C. Kigar, 18th Operations 
Support squadron 
host aviation resource 
management superintendent;
Senior Master Sgt. Edward 
C. Fitzgerald, 18th Civil 
Engineering squadron 
infrastructure systems 
superintendent;
Senior Master Sgt. John B. 
Wolfe, 909th Air Refueling 
squadron, superintendent;
Senior Master Sgt. James G. 
Clark, 718th CE squadron 
superintendent;
Senior Master Sgt. Rasheed 
A. Hosein, 18th Maintenance 
Group superintendent;
Senior Master Sgt. Eric 

S. Walker, 961st Aircraft  
Maintenance unit 
superintendent;
 More than 200 family, friends 
and coworkers were in atten-
dance, including honorary guest 
speaker Chief Master Sgt. Harold 
“Buddy” Hutchison, Pacifi c Air 
Forces command chief.
 Hutchison spoke about what 
it means to be a chief master ser-
geant and shared stories of his own 
career and how it made him the 
chief master sergeant he is today.
 He went on to speak about 
what he expected from the newly 
selected chiefs and how their de-
cisions will aff ect the next gener-
ation of Airmen.

 Aft er Hutchison’s speech, the 
ceremony began with the building 
of the stripes and lighting of the 
candles. At each step the rank of 
chief master sergeant is built one 
stripe at a time.
 As the rank on the wooden 
plaque is built it’s explained what 
each rank’s role is in the Air Force 
family and how they progress and 

grow from airman basic, learning 
their career and skills, all the way 
to chief master sergeant, a leader 
and mentor to all enlisted ranks 
and lower offi  cer ranks as well.
 Of the 2,525 eligible senior 
master sergeants up for promo-
tion, 479 of them were selected 
resulting in a selection rate of 
18.97 percent.
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    Tech. Sgt. Charrissa Smith, 18th 
Aerospace Medicine Squadron 
aerospace physiology technician, 
explains Reduced Oxygen Breathing 
Device operations to Japan Air Self-
Defense Force personnel visiting on 
Kadena Air Base, Feb. 12. After their 
tour of the Aerospace and Operational 
Physiology Team’s physiology training 
facility, they visited the 18th Medical 
Group to observe how U.S. military 
medics provide care to the aircrew, 
warfi ghters, dependents and civilians 
assigned to the 18th Wing. 

Kadena recognizes 
newest chiefs

JASDF visits Kadena to 
observe USAF physiology

(U.S. Air Force photos by Naoto Anazawa)

^Capt. Ezekiel Duran, 18th Aerospace Medicine Squadron aerospace and operational 
physiologist, explains to Japan Air Self-Defense Force Capt. Makoto Inada, 4th Division, 
Aeromedical Laboratory fl ight surgeon, how to operate the Reduced Oxygen Breathing 
Device on Kadena Air Base, Feb. 12. Five JASDF personnel from the 4th Division, 
Aeromedical Laboratory, Iruma Air Base, Saitama, visited Kadena to learn how the U.S. 
Air Force conducts physiology refresher training without the need for an altitude chamber.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zackary A. Henry)

Eight senior master sergeants recently selected for promotion to chief master sergeant stand at 
attention at the end of their chief recognition ceremony at Kadena Air Base, Feb. 13. The ceremony 
was held to celebrate the huge accomplishment it is to reach the rank of chief master sergeant.

^
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18th Wing/Partner Unit Winners:
Airman/Junior Enlisted:
Staff Sgt. Travis Jordan, 320th Special 
Operations Group
NCO:
Tech. Sgt. Chad Dickson, 390th 
Intelligence Squadron
Senior NCO:
Master Sgt. David Custer, 353rd Special 
Operations Group
Company-Grade Offi cer:
Capt. Jordan Matthews, 390th Intelligence 
Squadron
Category I Civilian:
Joyce Tayaban, 353rd Special 
Operations Support Squadron
Category II Civilian:
Timothy Hooper, 733rd Air Mobility 
Squadron
Category III Civilian:
Nick Tolosa, Detachment 3 PACAF Air 
Postal Squadron
First Sergeant of the Year:
Mast Sgt. Justin Stoltzfus, 18th 
Maintenance Group

Honor Guard Winners:
Airman/Junior Enlisted:
Senior Airman Nicholas Stoke, 18th Civil 
Engineering Squadron
NCO:
Staff Sgt. Dwight Richards, 18th Civil 
Engineering Squadron

Team Kadena Winners:
Airman/Junior Enlisted:
Senior Airman Nekia Bruce, 18th Security 
Forces Squadron
NCO:
Tech. Sgt. Lauren Berger, 18th Security 
Forces Squadron
Senior NCO:
Senior Master Sgt. Harold Terrance Jr., 
18th Communications Squadron
Company-Grade Offi cer:
Capt. Julian Thomas, 18th Equipment 
Maintenance Squadron
Category I Civilian:
Yutaka Higa, 18th Civil Engineering 
Squadron
Category II Civilian:
Lisa M. Velez, 18th Wing
First Sergeant of the Year:
Master Sgt. Sandie Hedge, 353rd Special 
Operations Support Squadron

By Airman 1st Class
John Linzmeier
18th Wing Public Affairs
2/23/2015 — Kadena hosted the 2014 
18th Wing, Partner Unit and Team 
Kadena Awards banquet Feb. 21 at the 
Rocker NCO Club.
 During the banquet, 17 winners 
were chosen from 11 diff erent organi-
zational groups and the Kadena Honor 
Guard as the top performers of 2014.
 Kadena congratulates the following 
award recipients:

Kadena congratulates 2014 
top performers during 
annual awards banquet

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class John Linzmeier)

Kadena participates 
in Aero India airshow

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Stephen G.Eigel)

^Two Kadena F-15 Eagle fi ghter jets from the 44th Fighter Squadron sit as static display during Aero India, at Air 
Force Station Yelahanka, Bengaluru, India, Feb. 19. Aero India is India’s premier aerospace exhibition and airshow 
and allows the United States to demonstrate its commitment to the security of the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region and 
showcase defense aircraft and equipment, which ultimately contributes toward better regional cooperation and 
tactical compatibility with other countries. This year marks the 10th iteration of Aero India since its inception in 1996.

   The United 
Kingdom stunt 
team, Breitling 
Wingwalkers, 
fl y over a 
KC-135 
Stratotanker 
from the 909th 
Air Refuling 
Squadron, 
Kadena Air 
Base, during 
Aero India, 
at Air Force 
Station 
Yelahanka, 
Bengaluru, 
India, Feb. 19.

^



F E B R U A R Y  2 7,  2 0 1 5 S A M U R A I  G A T E 5

By Air Force Offi ce of Special 
Investigations Public Affairs
2/20/2015 - QUANTICO, Va. — Child 
sex crimes are not unique to any partic-
ular base but are a perpetual problem 
across the Air Force and society.
 Online exploitation of children contin-
ues to be a problem and is routinely inves-
tigated by the Air Force Offi  ce of Special 
Investigations (AFOSI). As part of this 
eff ort, AFOSI fi eld units have partnered 
with Internet Crimes Against Children 
(ICAC) task forces throughout the United 
States, especially where a task force is lo-
cated in the vicinity of an Air Force base.
 Th e ICAC program is a national net-
work of 61 coordinated task forces rep-
resenting more than 3,500 federal, state 
and local law enforcement and prosecu-
torial agencies. Th ese agencies are en-
gaged in investigations, forensic exam-
inations and criminal prosecutions. By 
helping state and local agencies develop 
eff ective, sustainable responses to online 
child victimization – including responses 
to child sexual abuse images – the ICAC 
program has increased law enforcement’s 
capacity to combat technology facilitated 
crimes against children at every level.
 Th e ICAC program was developed in 
response to the increasing number of 
children and teenagers using the Internet 
and other technology, the proliferation of 
child sexual abuse images available elec-
tronically, and the heightened online ac-
tivity by predators seeking unsupervised 
contact with potential underage victims.
 Investigating and prosecuting sex of-

fenders is not enough to resolve the prob-
lem of online child sexual exploitation. 
Rather, it requires educating parents and 
youths about the potential dangers of on-
line activity.
 Here are several tips to ensure your 
child does not fall victim to online sexual 
exploitation:
- Pay attention to your child’s online ac-
tivity. Most children spend a signifi cant 
amount of time online or communicating 
on media devices. Cyber-sex off enders are 
aware of this so they target children by be-
friending them and ultimately grooming 
them toward engaging in sexual activity. 
Th e best method to thwart the off ender is to 
limit the amount of time your child spends 
on the computer or other media device – 
especially during evenings and weekends 
– and monitor their online activity.
- Periodically review your child’s com-
puter or media devices for sexually 
graphic material. If your child has fallen 
victim to a sexual predator, they might 
have sexually graphic material sent to 
them by the off ender. Th is is an eff ort 
by the off ender to sensitize the child to 
sexual activity. You should review emails, 
folders, videos, images and all electronic 
transmissions on your child’s computer 
or other media device.
- Take notice of any unusual phone calls to 
your child. While sex off enders may target 
children online, they will oft en attempt 
to use other forms of communication, 
including the phone, to engage in sexual 
conversations with the child.
- Be mindful of any packages or mail to 

your child from a stranger. It is not unusual 
for sexual predators to send gift s to further 
develop their relationship with a child.
- Watch to see if your child is using another 
person’s login account. It is not uncommon 
for sexual predators to ask children to com-
municate with another account to prevent 
parents from seeing the content.
 Ultimately, the best way to prevent 
your child from becoming a victim of 
online sexual exploitation is to educate 
them on the dangers.
 Make sure your child never meets 
anyone they met online nor should they 
give out any personal information with-
out discussing with you fi rst. Additional-
ly, spend time with your child using the 
internet or other media devices safely. If 
you have a computer, keep it in a com-
mon room with the monitor openly visi-
ble so you can observe activities. Mobile 
devices present greater challenges so 
parents should pay close attention when 
their child is using them.
 Lastly, utilize parental controls provided 
by service providers to limit specifi c content 
received on your computer or media device.
 If you have any questions or would 
like further information, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to your local AFOSI 
unit. In addition, resources for protecting 
your child can be found at the website for 
the National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children (NCMEC) http://www.
missingkids.com/home.
 If you believe your child might be a 
victim of online sexual exploitation, con-
tact OSI or Security Forces immediately. 
AFOSI units are located at most Air Force 
bases worldwide. If you do not have a 
base telephone book and do not know the 
number to the base operator, call toll free 
1-877-246-1453 to obtain the phone num-
ber of the OSI unit nearest you. If you pre-
fer, you can send OSI an email at hqafosi.
watch@ogn.af.mil.

Air Force agents prevent 
online exploitation of children
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By Airman 1st Class
Dylan Bickers
436th Aerospace Medicine Squadron
2/20/2015 - DOVER AIR 
FORCE BASE, Del — Ac-
cording to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC), measles is a highly 
contagious respiratory disease 
caused by a virus.
 Measles, a disease which for 
all intents and purposes had 
been eradicated 15 years ago, 
has made resurgence in the 
U. S. From December 2014 to 
February 2015, there were 121 
cases of measles reported in 14 
states. Locally, the fi rst report-
ed measles case in Delaware 
(since 2012) was confi rmed last 
month.

 Measles is commonly spread 
through the air via coughing and 
sneezing. Symptoms may include 
fever, runny nose, cough, sore 
throat and/or red eyes. A rash 
may precede these symptoms 
which can cover the entire body. 
Th ere is no specifi c antiviral ther-
apy for measles. Medical care is 
supportive and can help relieve 
symptoms such as itching. 
 Emily Knearl, Division of 
Public Health Communication 
for the State of Delaware, com-
mented on the recent nationwide 
outbreak saying that vaccinations 
are more important than ever.
 “Immunizations protect from 
diseases such as diphtheria, 
pertussis, tetanus and measles,” 
said Knearl  “Every year, three 

million children under the age 
of 5 are saved from diseases by 
receiving vaccinations.”
 Since the measles vaccina-
tion cannot be given to babies 
under 12-months in age, this 
vulnerable age group relies on 
herd immunity. Herd immunity 
can be described as a measure 
of protection for those (i.e. ba-
bies) who have not developed 
immunity yet. Herd immunity 
relies on the premise that the 
population is vaccinated in or-
der to lessen the baby’s risk of 
contracting a disease.
 Good health habits which can 
prevent disease include washing 
hands oft en with soap and wa-
ter as well as coughing/sneezing 
into your upper sleeve or elbow.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Jason Robertson)

A KC-135 Stratotanker from the 909th Aerial 
Refueling Squadron, refuels a F-15 Eagle 
from the 67th Fighter Squadron, during an 
exercise sortie fl own at Cope North 15, Feb. 
20, off the coast of Guam. Through training 
exercises such as Exercise Cope North 15, the 
U.S., Japan and Australia air forces develop 
combat capabilities, enhancing air superiority, 
electronic warfare, air interdiction, tactical 
airlift and aerial refueling. 

A Flush Beats a Full 
House and Other Clogs
Strongly Discouraged: chemicals 
i.e. Drano or Liquid Plumber — 
causes further plumbing problems  

Avoid/Fix Toilet clogs:
• Close bathroom doors to prevent 

small toys and foreign objects from 
being fl ushed down the toilet

• Never fl ush sanitary products down 
the toilet

• If the toilet is overfl owing, reach 
behind the toilet and turn the water 
off by turning the knob tightly to the right

• Using a toilet plunger, apply repeated downward pressure on the toilet 
drain to clear the clog. Do not fl ush until water in the toilet automatically 
drains on its own. If still not clear wait 15 minutes, ensure there is at 
least half a bowl of water in the toilet and reapply the water pressure 
plunging technique again. 

• If the toilet is still clogged, put in a work order online (http://www.
kadena.af.mil) or by calling 634-4663

Avoid/ Fix Bathroom Sink/Shower clogs:
• Close bathroom doors to prevent small toys and foreign objects from 

being dropped down the sink
• Clear hair accumulation from sink/shower regularly 
• Use a sink plunger to put repeated pressure with water to clear clog 
• If sink is still clogged put in a work order online (http://www.kadena.

af.mil) or by calling 634-4663

Kitchen Sink clogs:
• Do not put large items, potato peels, rice or dehydrated items down the 

drain 
• Clear debris/food from drain
• Plug one side of the sink with drain stopper and use a sink plunger to put 

repeated pressure with water to clear clog 
• If still clogged put in a work order online (http://www.kadena.af.mil) or 

by calling 634-4663

Garbage Disposal inop:
• Turn off the garbage disposal by setting the switch to the off position
• Visibly check to see if there are any items such as silverware blocking 

the garbage disposal- if so remove carefully
• Look under the sink and press the reset button on the garbage disposal 
• Return the power switch to the on position and test 
• If still inop put in a work order online(http://www.kadena.af.mil) or by 

calling 634-4663

Housing Maintenance Service Call hours of operation: 6:30 a.m. to 11:30 
p.m. Only emergency service work orders will be taken by phone between 
the hours of 11:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. at 634-HOME, option 5. 

Coming next week…
Homeowner 101: Emergencies

Help deter the measles resurgence

Cope 
North 
2015
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By Rick Rzepka
U.S. Army Garrison Public Affairs
2/232015 — ASSUMPTION OF 
RESPONSIBILITY: Soldiers, Families 
and civilians gathered under blue skies at 
Torii Beach Feb. 20 to offi  cially welcome 
and formally recognize Command Sgt. 
Maj. Kelvin A. Broadnax as U.S. Army 
Garrison – Okinawa’s senior enlisted 
adviser. 
 Broadnax enlisted in the Army in 1988 
and has served in every leadership posi-
tion from supply clerk to sergeant major. 
He comes to Okinawa from the Logistics 
Training Department at the U.S. Army 
Quartermaster School, Fort Lee, Va.
 “For the past 26 years, Command 
Sgt. Maj. Broadnax has served in some 
of the most challenging assignments in 
the Army, including two combat tours in 
Iraq,” said Garrison Commander Lt. Col. 
Eric Martinez. “He has served in Infan-
try units, aviation, engineering, fi eld ar-
tillery and training units,” he said. 
 Martinez said the role of command 
sergeant major here is critical to the suc-
cess of the team.
 “I know you are up to the challenge 
… I am very excited to have you as my 
battle buddy,” said Martinez.  “I have no 
doubt in my mind that you are the right 
man for the job. You are here at the right 
time and you have the right skills.  We 

welcome you to the Garrison family and 
to our Army Community.”
 During his speech, Broadnax said 
that he is excited to help lead the Army’s 
home on Okinawa and lives to serve.
 “Over my years in the Army, I have 
learned many things but two themes 
remain at the forefront of my mind 
as a senior leader — reciprocity and 
transparency — in people and their 

organizations,” said Broadnax.  “I believe 
these are just a couple of attributes which 
are critical to success, regardless of 
mission set.”
 Broadnax is just the third sergeant 
major of USAG – Okinawa and said he 
looks forward to maintaining the high 
standard of excellence and services that 
the garrison is known for.
 “I will seek to understand situations 

aff ecting the garrison and our communi-
ty by practicing active listening. As mem-
bers of this great Army team, we should 
all remember that these two words — lis-
ten and silent — are spelled with the six 
same letters,” said Broadnax.  “I look for-
ward to rolling my sleeves up, being an 
agent of positive change, and providing 
relevant and sage counsel to you as we 
move forward on this journey.”

U.S. Army Garrison Okinawa 
welcomes new Sgt. Maj.

(U.S. Army photos by Rick Rzepka)

^Command Sgt. Maj. Kelvin Broadnax became the third command sergeant major of U.S. Army Garrison – 
Okinawa Feb. 20 during an Assumption of Responsibility Ceremony at Torii Station.

^Command Sgt. Maj. Kelvin Broadnax sheaths a ceremonial 
sword during an Assumption of Responsibility Ceremony at 
Torii Station Feb. 20.

M’s Mansion
Okinawa City
¥220,000/
month.
3 bed, 2 bath.
Easy access to 
Kadena AB.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Koza Lucky
¥162,000/
month.
2 bed, 1 bath.
Directly outside 
Kadena Gate 2.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

King’s Court
¥250,000/
month.
(Negotiable)
3 bed, 2.5 bath.
Minutes from 
Kadena.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Mina House
¥220,000/
month.
3 bed, 2 bath
Uruma-very 
close to Camp 
Courtney and 
McT.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Koja Hills
¥220,000/
month.
3 bed, 2 bath
Brand new 
apartment with 
a great ocean 
view.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Seaside Higa
¥220,000/
month.
2+1 bed, 2 bath
Uruma-Ocean 
front home with 
American style 
garage.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808
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By Bill Golden and
Angie Fino
2/24/2015 — Th ird Graders at Stear-
ley Heights Elementary School delved 
into the world of Formula One this past 
month as they had to design and race 
their own “Bumpy Buggy.” Students had 
to create and build a car out of recycled 
materials.  Th e fi nal step of this project 
was to race their car against classmates.  
Each car had to have a driver (drivers 
range from Winnie the Pooh to a storm 
trooper to a stuff ed squirrel). Students 
had to build, test and rebuild their cars 
until they had a buggy that was ready to 
compete. Students were given a rubric to 
help build the best buggy possible.  Th is 
lesson involved all aspects of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM); addressing multiple science 
and math standards.  
 Students learned what it takes to be 
an engineer and the importance of test-
ing and retesting their designs. Each 
student had to submit a blueprint and 
an essay explaining how they built and 
rebuilt their cars. Teachers helped their 

students by having their students work 
on simple machines, gravity as a force 
and aerodynamics. Students took their 
knowledge from the classroom and 
spent their Winter Holiday designing 
their cars. 
 Each third grade class had a qualifying 

heat where the top three racers competed 
at the Grand Prix. Th e racing between 
the 12 racers was intense as students, 
teachers and parents watched with 
anticipation to determine the winning 
buggy. Aft er an hour of heated action, 
three winners took the podium.  Amidst 
the cheers of their classmates, Ally 
Wilson took First Place and claimed the 
Lewis Hamilton prize while Delaney 
Walden claimed Second Place and 

Ryann Berdoza grabbed Th ird Place.   
All three winners designed creative and 
unique racing cars that were engineered 
to dominate on the track.
 First place winner, Ally Wilson said, 
“Th is activity was fun as I like to build 
things.”  Th ird place winner, Ryann Ber-
doza also in Mrs. Canevari’ s class ex-
pressed that this experience has given her 
a taste to possibly pursue a fi eld in Engi-
neering; that is Mechanical Engineering!

By Mass Communication 
Specialist Seaman
David Flewellyn
Navy Public Affairs
Support Element Japan
2/19/2015 - YOKOSUKA, Ja-
pan — Th e Ticonderoga-class 
guided-missile cruiser USS 
Antietam (CG 54) hosted an 
Air Defense Syndicate along 
with U.S. Air Force and Japan 
Maritime Self-Defense Force 
(JMSDF) personnel, Feb. 19.
 Held quarterly, these ongoing 
interactions between Antietam 
and the JMSDF are designed to 
help maintain interoperability 
and air defense capabilities be-
tween the two nation’s fl eets as 
well as support training exercis-
es conducted during underway 
evolutions.
 “Th is is a tactics discussion 
with our JMSDF counterparts,” 
said Senior Chief Operations 

Specialist Douglas Reece, An-
tietam’s operations department 
leading chief petty offi  cer. “Any-
time we have the chance to get 
in a room and talk tactics, it just 
helps to reinforce what we do in 
a real-world setting, and make 
sure we are operating on the 
same wavelength.”
 Th e syndicate is part of con-
tinuing eff orts to further integrate 
operations and increase capabil-
ities between U.S. forces and the 
Japan Self Defense Forces (JSDF).
 “Th ese syndicates give us an 
opportunity to sit down and 
talk to our Japanese counter-
parts and learn what they have 
learned, and share what we have 
learned.,” said Lt. Nick Moskev-
ich, Antietam’s fi re control offi  -
cer. “Th e value in the exercises 
is using the lessons learned and 
applying them to the tactics, ter-
minology, language barriers.”

 For the fi rst time, members of 
the U.S. Air Force attended the 
syndicate in an eff ort to further 
streamline communications 
and tactics.
 “For some of the tactics we are 
discussing here today, it will be 
integral to have good communi-
cation between Air Force, Navy, 
and our JSDF counterparts,” said 
1st Lt. Jason Ward, weapons offi  -
cer with 961 Airborne, Air Con-
trol Squadron, Kadena Air Base. 
“With the continuing emphasis 
on interoperability in the region, 
we have to start exploring more 
ways to increase communication 
in order to be able to respond ef-
fectively to real-world threats.”
 Th ese conversations are re-
inforced with bilateral exercises 
while on patrol, giving the U.S. 
and JSDF the ability to respond in 
a unifi ed way to new challenges.
 “Th is conversation is just one 

of many things we are constantly 
doing to increase interoperability 
with our Japanese counterparts,” 
said Reece. “But also, this is a 

chance for us to discuss new ways 
to counter any issues that may 
arise in this region, and respond 
accordingly, with our allies.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class John P. Curtis)

Capt. Eric Diehl, Commander Task Force (CTF) 75, speaks to Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion (NMCB) 5 and NMCB 4 during a change of charge ceremony between the two 
Seabee battalions on Camp Shields, Feb. 14. After a two-week turnover process, NMCB 5 
relieved NMCB 4 of construction operations and theater security sustainment responsibilities 
in the U.S. Pacifi c Command area of operations.

NMCB 5 takes the helm 
at the Pacific Seabee HQ

Students design cars

Navy, JMDSDF train 
together to improve 
regional security

(Photo by Donna Aponte)

(Photo by Vanessa Berdoza)

^Veronika and Keanu in Mr. Golden’s class race their. 

^Third place winner, Ryann. Berdoza.
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Kadena Tax Center
The tax offi ce is open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Seasonal services are offered at the Kadena Tax 
Center, Bldg 1460. Tax Center Appointment Line: 
634-7418/098-961-7418. Appointments will 
be available for rental property, commanders, 
and teachers. The Tax Center does not prepare 
home business and sales of rental property
Tax Season Offi ce Hours:
Feb. 4 – March 28: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. (Walk-in Service 
Only) / Saturday - 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. (Appointment 
Only)
March 30 – May 15: Monday - Friday 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
(Walk-in Service Only) (Appointments by availability)   
Closed Holidays and PACAF Family Days: 
April 17: Closed ½ day for function. / April 20-24: 
Limited Walk-in Services due to Exercise / May 22: 
Closed PACAF Family Day / May 25: HOLIDAY
Bring in the following required documentation 
to complete a Tax Return:
- DOD/Military Identifi cation card (except 
contractors) 
- Power of Attorney (If electronic fi ling on 
behalf of your spouse)
- Social Security Number(s)
- Bank Routing and Account Number(s)
- Forms W-2 and 1099 (from all employers and 
fi nancial institutions)
- IRA*
- Rental Property (includes total income, 
mortgage interest, taxes, insurance and other 
related expenses)*
- Child Care Cost/Providers and their 
identifi cation numbers*
- Foreign Earned Income Exclusion*
- Sale of Residence (personal residence only)*
- Sale of Stocks/Mutual Funds 1099B or 1099 
Int/Div* 
 * If applicable
Don’t have time to wait?  They offer a drop off 
service for simple returns. Take all tax documents 
and they will call you when your tax return is 
ready for review. (Dropoff’s are not accepted 
during Exercise or inspection weeks.) For more 
information contact Christy Murphy at 634-7418.

AFOSI recruitment briefing
AFOSI Detachment 624 will host a 
continued recruitment briefi ng on the last 
Friday of every month in Bldg. 705, at 2 
p.m.  Members interested in AFOSI and 
wanting to pursue a career as a Federal 
Agent in the United States Air Force are 
encouraged to attend.

Virtual Enterprise Service Desk 
(vESD) application
This application allows all users to 
troubleshoot any issues they are having 
without the hassle of long phone calls and 
even longer wait times with the ESD. The 
process begins when users open the vESD 
icon, which has been added to all users 
desktops. The software will automatically 
run a test or “health check” on the computer 
and display its current status along with 
the users computer information. After 
answering a series of questions about your 
specifi c computer issue, the application will 
attempt to solve the problem. An additional 
feature that is currently being vetted will 
allow users to create and submit a trouble 
ticket within vESD for issues that it cannot 
automatically resolve. We encourage 
everyone to try out the application, even 
if you don’t have a computer issue at this 
time. If you any questions or concerns, 
email the 18th Communications Squadron 
at 18cs.cfp@us.af.mil  or call  634-2666 
option 2, option 3.
 
Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services would 
like to remind everyone to program their 
cell phones with the emergency numbers. 
To report an emergency on Kadena via 
cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an offi ce 
phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, 
dial 098-911-1911, or from an offi ce phone, 
dial 911.
 

School Zone traffic violations
As a reminder, the speed limit in all school 
zones during school hours is 25 KPH. 
Speeding in these posted zones can have 
dangerous consequences and drivers 
caught speeding will be ticketed. Please 
park in authorized places only. Parking 
and leaving your vehicle unattended in the 
pick-up/drop-off zone is prohibited and 
will be ticketed. Parking in reserve housing 
spots will also be ticketed. Drivers caught 
making illegal U-turns will be ticketed. 
For more information, call Kadena Police 
Services at 634-1397.
 
Partial road closure
There will be a partial road closure for 
installing drainage, sidewalk, and pavement 
on Collison Drive between the Fairchild 
Avenue intersection to Bldg. 865 from 8:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. until March 31. One lane will 
be opened for alternate two-way traffi c 
fl ow controlled by the fl aggers. For more 
information, call Eishin Hiyajo at 634-4285.
 
Pass and ID new hours
Pass and ID’s new hours are Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m., and Tuesday and Thursday from 
7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Pass and Registration 
will be closed at noon for training every last 
Thursday of each month. The Visitor Control 
Center hours at Gate 1 (local side) and Gate 
2 will stay the same. For more information, 
call Master Sgt. Andrew Hallead at 634-
1033 or email andrew.hallead@us.af.mil.
  
Estate claims for Tech. Sgt. Johnson
All claims for or against the estate of Tech. 
Sgt. James Johnson must be submitted to 
the appointed court offi cer. To make a claim, 
call Capt. Joseph Lindquist at 634-9087.

CFC Coin Design Contest
The Combined Federal Campaign is 
now conducting a coin design contest. 

Participate by designing a 2015 CFC-O coin 
that embodies the spirit of the campaign. 
Submissions are due by March 15 and must 
include the following:
•Designs should honor the generous spirit 
of DoD contributors and depict the theme: 
Give Because You Care.
•The year and the name “Combined Federal 
Campaign-Overseas” must appear in the 
design.
•The design must fi t on a round coin with a 
1 3/4 inch diameter.
•Use the following colors: red, white and 
blue as solid colors only. Any negative 
space without a color will be background 
color of the coin.
• Submit designs as a .jpg or .pdf fi le to 
cfco@cfcoverseas.org.

Mustache Madness 5K
The Mustache Madness 5K is a Fun 
Run/Walk to be held March 14 at the 
Risner Fitness Center 9 a.m.  Race day 
registration starts at 7:30 a.m. $30 for 
runner, $10 for student. For more info, 
contact rmshaboosters1@gmail.com or 
Facebook page “Mustache Madness 5K.”
 
UPCOMING EVENTS
Birth & Baby Fair
A Birth and Baby Fair will be held March 7 
at the USO Kadena Ballroom from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Meet representatives from local 
vendors, services and classes available 
for women going through pregnancy 
and their baby’s fi rst year. For more 
information, call 080-4079-0124 or email 
japanbirthresourcenetwork@gmail.com.
 
Senior TAP course
The Airman and Family Readiness Center 
will be hosting a Senior TAP course 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. March 23-27. This course 
is for E-8s/O-5s and above. The fi ve-day 
seminar maps military members who are 
within two years of separating or retiring 

To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil    NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.
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through a set of modules designed 
to help build skills for landing the job, 
understanding VA benefi ts and preparing 
the family to transition to the civilian 
world.  (E-7s/O-4s are welcome on a space 
available basis). For more information 
contact Arlyne Rzepecki at 634-3366.
 
Women’s History Month 10K/5K
In honor of Women’s History Month, the 
Air Force Association Chapter 502 and the 
Kadena Women’s History Month committee 
are hosting a 10K/5K on March 27 to fund 
two scholarships for Kadena High School 
seniors.　The 10K/5K starts at 6 a.m. and 
closing remarks from the 18th Mission 
Support Group commander, Col. Debra 
Lovette. will be at 7:30 a.m. where the 
top three fi nishers for both races will be 
recognized.　Register at www.booster.com/
kadena-whm-scholarship-fund#share_story
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Amelia Earhart Intermediate School 
Science Fair
Amelia Earhart Intermediate School is 
looking for 75 volunteers, civilian or military, 
to interview students and grade science 
fair projects from 7:45 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 
19-20. It’s an all-day event, and a meal will 
be provided. For more information, please 
contact either Airman 1st Class David 
Homan at david.homan.3@us.af.mil; Senior 
Airman Kyle Greene at kyle.greene.3@
us.af.mil; or Mr. Vieitez atbrandon.vieitez@
pac.dodea.edu.
 
Performers wanted for Sexual 
Assault Prevention Theatrical Team
The 18th Wing SAPR offi ce is looking for 
experienced adult actors for the Sexual 
Assault Prevention Theatrical Team 2015 
schedule. SAPTT is a group of actors and 
advocates dedicated to performing skits 
for the local community in an effort to raise 
awareness of sexual assault. For more 
information, contact the 18th Wing SAPR 
Offi ce at 634-3791, or email 18wg.sarc@
us.af.mil.

Volunteers needed to teach and 
supervise students at recess
Amelia Earhart Intermediate School is 
looking for volunteers to assist, teach, 
and/or supervise students during recess 
activities. For more information, email 
Airman 1st Class  David Homan at david.
homan.3@us.af.mil or Senior Airman Kyle 
Greene at kyle.greene.3@us.af.mil. No 
appointment is needed.
 
EASC seeking experienced cheer 
coaches
The Eagles All Star Cheer team is looking 
for experienced cheer and/or tumbling 
coaches for the current and upcoming 
cheer season. Cheer seasons run from 
September to May and Coaches are needed 
for all three teams: Minis, Juniors and Elites. 
If you are interested in volunteering for this 
demanding but rewarding opportunity, 
email  EASCOkinawa@hotmail.com.   
 
Amelia Earhart Intermediate School 
Homework Club
The Amelia Earhart Intermediate School 
is looking for volunteers to help with the 
Homework Club, every Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday from 3-4 p.m. The Amelia 
Earhart Intermediate School is looking 
for volunteers to assist, teach, and/or 
supervise students during recess activities 
from 11:15 a.m. to 12:40 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. For more information, email 
Airman 1st Class David Homan at david.
homan.3@us.af.mil, Senior Airman Greene 
Kyle at kyle.greene.3@us.af.mil, or Virginia 
Turner at virginia.turner@pac.dodea.edu.
 
Okinawa STEM Outreach Volunteer 
Opportunities
Okinawa Science Technology Engineering 
and Mathamatics Outreach is looking for 
new members and volunteers to assist 
with various STEM clubs on Kadena 
such as computer programming, network 
administration, drone/robotics, LEGO 
Robotics, and rocketry clubs. Also, 
seeking new members with computer 

networking, computer programming, 
medical, engineering or any other highly 
technical experience. Group meetings are 
held the fi rst Thursday of every month at 
the Kadena Offi cer’s Club from 3:30-4:30 
p.m. For more information, visit www.
okinawastem.org or email 18WG.Okinawa.
STEM@us.af.mil.
 
Volunteers needed for Holocaust 
Remembrance committee
Holocaust Remembrance Week is April 
12-19 and volunteers are needed to form 
this year’s committee.  Volunteers will help 
plan and organize base-wide events in an 
effort to commemorate this tragic history, 
as well as pay tribute to its victims and 
those who risked their lives to save others 
during the Holocaust.  The initial meeting 
will be held at the Kadena Legal Offi ce at 
4:45 p.m. March 5.  To volunteer contact 
Capt. Whitney Howe-Mendoza at whitney.
howemendoza@us.af.mil or 634-0216.
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By LTJG Eric Aragone
2/25/2015 — Th e “Pelicans” of VP-45 re-
cently completed their fi rst detachment 
of their 2015 deployment to Clark Air 
Base, Republic of the Philippines.  From 
Feb. 1-21, the Pelicans’ mission support-
ed 7th Fleet objectives around the clock 
to strengthen maritime partnerships 
while conducting routine patrols across 
the area of responsibility.
 Members of Combat Air Crews Four 
and Nine, along with maintenance and 
support personnel, executed more than 
180 fl ight hours over three weeks while 
supporting theater operations and pro-
viding real time intelligence of the mari-
time domain.

 Th e Pelicans also had the opportuni-
ty to provide a familiarization fl ight to 
members of the Filipino Air Force and 
Navy. Th e bilateral patrol mission con-
ducted in the waters off  of Luzon Island 
allowed the P-8A aircrew to showcase 
their platform’s capabilities in both the 
littoral and open ocean environment.  
 Combat Air Crew Four’s Patrol Plane 
Commander, Lt. Matthew Pool, demon-
strated the fl ight characteristics of the 
P-8A during both the high altitude re-
connaissance mission and the low alti-
tude patrol regimes. Tactical Coordinator 
Lt. Justin Rogers exhibited the aircraft ’s 
multi-mission sensors through the vari-
ous subsystems and crew workstations. 

 “It was a remarkable opportunity to 
work alongside the members of the Fili-
pino Armed Forces,” said Pool. “Sharing 
this aircraft ’s capabilities with our allies 
only strengthens our bonds.”
 Additionally, the Pelicans hosted a 
site visit for members of the New Zea-
land Air Force, who were visiting the 
Air Base while exploring its infrastruc-
ture for potential operations. Th e tour 
included a visit to the base facilities and 
a static display of the P-8A. Aft erward, 
the offi  cers hosted a dinner at a local 
restaurant where they shared stories, 
operational history and discussed the 
desire for future bilateral training op-
portunities. 

VP-45: Pelicans in the Philippines

(Courtesy photo)

VP-45 Combat Air Crew Four pose with members 
of the Filipino Air Force and Navy for a photo. 


