
By Airman 1st Class
Zade C. Vadnais
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/9/2015 — U.S. service mem-
bers helped spark Okinawa De-
partment of Defense Dependent 
Schools students’ interest in 
science, technology, engineer-
ing and math by helping them 
prepare for and participating in 
an island-wide robotics compe-
tition last month.
 Th e competition took place on 
U.S. Marine Corps Camp Fos-
ter and DoDDS students from 
around the island gathered to 
see which team could program 
standardized robots to complete 
specifi c tasks the fastest.
 Th e event was held to support 
an education initiative which 
aims to encourage students to 
take an interest in STEM sub-
jects at an early age.
 “Many times we segregate 
these sciences as teachers, but in 
the real world success and inno-
vation come from the ability to 
integrate and blend these sub-
jects to solve real problems,” said 
Benjamin Ayres, KES educa-
tional technologist and robotics 
club sponsor. “If we are going to 
develop students to be success-
ful, we need to be focusing on 
project-based learning and de-
veloping the skills that are need-
ed to blend all of these to create a 
better society, nation and world.”
 In order to keep students mo-
tivated, military personnel met 
with the KES robotics club ev-
ery Wednesday to help its mem-
bers program their robots. Th e 
goal was to learn skills needed 

to perform various tasks at the 
competition, such as moving in 
a fi gure-eight motion or follow-
ing a colored line.
 Ayres said the military vol-
unteers were extremely helpful, 
and noted that it’s easier for 15 
teachers to keep students fo-
cused and determined to solve 
problems than it is for one.
 On the day of the competition, 
service members acted as judges, 
supervising the students and en-
suring they successfully complet-
ed one task before moving on to 
the next. Th e students were also 
given the opportunity to operate 
an explosive ordnance disposal 
robot during a demonstration by 
members of Camp Foster’s Ma-
rine Corps Base EOD.
 “My favorite part was play-
ing with the bomb robots,” 
said Mace Phillips, a Kadena 
Elementary School student. “It 
doesn’t matter if you win or lose, 
it’s just something fun.”
 Th e robotics competition is 
just one part of a national ini-
tiative to get young students 
excited about science, technolo-
gy, engineering and math. Even 
though the competition last-
ed only one day and there isn’t 
another level of competition to 
which the winners will advance, 
the students involved now have 
a positive experience to associ-
ate with STEM subjects, which 
was the goal from the beginning.
 “We are just one school, but 
as a nation we are slowly getting 
the ball moving with STEM pro-
grams,” Ayres said. “Th ese things 
solve problems that can change 

the future of our nation and of 
mankind but we need to develop 
the skills and create a passion for 
solving problems in our youth.
 “If you have the time, taking a 
few hours out of the day to de-
velop or share these passions can 
change a student’s life and can 
quite possibly change the world.”

 Airman 1st Class Thomas McCalister, 18th 
Component Maintenance Squadron aerospace 
propulsion technician, judges Stearley Heights 
Elementary School students on their ability to 
program a robot to follow lines of different colors 
during an island-wide robotics competition on 
U.S. Marine Corps Camp Foster, Feb. 20.

^

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Zade C. Vadnais)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Stephen G. Eigel) 

^Caitlin Yasuki, a Kadena Elementary School student, watches to see if she successfully programmed her robot to navigate an obstacle course 
during an island-wide robotics competition on U.S. Marine Corps Camp Foster, Feb. 20.

^Chief Master Sgt. Gregory Cullen, Wisconsin Air National Guard command chief, and Brig. Gen. Gary Ebben, 
Wisconsin National Guard assistant adjutant general, greet members of the 176th Fighter Squadron, Wisconsin Air 
National Guard, during a visit to Kadena Air Base, March 4.

Military members, students master robotics

By Airman 1st Class
Stephen G. Eigel
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/5/2015 — Leaders from Wisconsin’s 
National Guard visited Kadena Air 
Base, March 4, to learn more about the 
missions here.
 U.S. Air Force Chief Master Sgt. 
Gregory Cullen, Wisconsin Air Na-
tional Guard command chief, and Brig. 
Gen. Gary Ebben, Wisconsin National 
Guard assistant adjutant general, visited 
to see how the deployment of the 115th 
Fighter Wing from Wisconsin to Kade-
na is helping complete the mission here.
 During their visit, Ebben and Cullen 
spoke with several squadrons about how 
the Wisconsin ANG fi ts in to Kadena’s 
mission of providing unmatched com-
bat power, a forward power projection 

platform and for the common defense 
of Japan.
 While at Kadena, Ebben and Cullen 
also took the opportunity to speak with 
the members from their home units at a 
lunch at the Offi  cer’s Club.
 “I am excited to see all of the good 
work everyone is putting in during this 
deployment,” said Ebben.
 Ebben also talked about the strategic 
importance his Airmen play while here.
 “You are all here representing Amer-
ica,” said Ebben. “You are not just rep-
resenting the Air Force or the Air Na-
tional Guard, every time you are out in 
town you are representing America.”
 Ebben said he was happy that he was 
given the opportunity to come and visit 
some of the Wisconsin ANG while on 
their deployment to Kadena.

Wisconsin Air National Guard leaders visit Kadena



F
our years ago today - on March 11, 2011 - I was 
sitting in my offi  ce on Misawa Air Base, on the 
northern tip of the main island of Japan, when 

a massive magnitude-9 earthquake rocked the island 
nation.
 It was 2:46 p.m. and I was fi nishing up my shift  as 
a Stars and Stripes reporter. It was a slow news day 
for me since all the Airmen were participating in a 
base-wide training exercise.
 As the building began to shake violently, I made 
the decision to head outside, joining a bunch of 
people who also had fl ed the arts and craft s center 
that shared my parking lot. I distinctly remember 
hearing children crying and the strange squeaking 
coming from the rocking cars and the swaying street 
lights. I jumped with a start when a wave of water 
crashed through the front doors of the indoor pool 
across the street. Th e earthquake had generated a 
mini-tsunami in the pool, a terrible foreshadow of 
what was headed for multiple communities dotting 
the rough and rocky coastal shoreline.
 Sirens blared in Japanese, warning of an 18-foot 
tsunami. Our house sat a full mile from the coast, but 
I elected to drive inland with my family just to ensure 
we would be safe. Hours later, in a full electrical 
blackout, with snow falling and multiple aft ershocks, 
I decided to pack up our quilts and head back to base 
to sleep in my offi  ce.
 I’m a military veteran, but I was still amazed at how 
quickly the Air Force jumped into action, changing 
course from exercise to “real-world” emergency. Base 
personnel raced to set up generators for power, and 
the next morning found the commissary packed with 
people stocking up on food, water and other supplies. 
In the following weeks, Misawa became a hub for 
recovery eff orts and I was lucky enough to see how 
all of the U.S. military services helped in “Operation 
Tomodachi.”
 Th en-Col. Michael Rothstein, the 35th Fighter 
Wing commander, told me that his immediate priority 
was taking care of the community, providing heat, 
water, food and, eventually, full electricity. He directed 
the Airman and Family Readiness Center to establish 
an Emergency Family Assistance Control Center 
in the base’s Mokuteki Community Center. Within 
hours, more than 1,000 people had attended briefi ngs 
and used Air Force communication lines to call home. 
My family and I showered in the gym and slept on 
fi ve of the more than 200 cots the 35th Force Support 
Squadron had set up in the Potter Fitness Center.
 Members of the world’s two best search-and-
rescue teams landed at Misawa Air Base en route 
to some of the hardest hit coastal fi shing villages. 
I followed their convoy to the village of Ofunato. 
Th e rescue workers searched for survivors in the 
devastation where thousands of homes had been 

demolished by the powerful tsunami.
 In the weeks and months that followed, I wrote 
about the thousands of volunteers from Misawa Air 
Base who reached out to assist friends and neighbors 
in the local communities.  Volunteers fi rst traveled to 
nearby Hachinohe, and continued to make their way 
south, logging countless hours digging out sludge, 
cleaning up debris and providing crucial manpower 
for clean-up eff orts.
 In Hachinohe, then-Tech. Sgt. Gregory Bird took a 
break from lugging huge chunks of debris to explain 
why he volunteered. “I want to get them back on their 
feet as soon as I can,” he said of Hachinohe residents.
 Misawa hosted other services who joined the 
eff orts, including U.S. Navy helicopter crews. I sent a 
note to family and friends aft er fl ying on one resupply 
mission, explaining that the it was awesome to watch 
the U.S. military put its technology to work on 
Operation Tomodachi.
 “Th e military has mobilized thousands of troops, 
there is an entire carrier battle group sitting off  the 
coast and directions are coming from an airborne 
command and control center,” I wrote. “But when it 
comes down to it, the best help still comes via physically 
and mentally exhausting work, small crews lugging 
thousands of pounds of water, food, clothing, medicine 
and toiletries one helicopter fl ight at a time, box by box, 
into some pretty remote and devastated areas.”
 A small team of U.S. Navy Seabees who were 
stationed at Misawa Air Base continued to labor for 
months aft er the earthquake. I interviewed them in 
July 2011, when a three-man team had continued to 

clean debris fi elds with two Navy front-end loaders 
and a dump truck.
 Billy Knox, then leading chief petty offi  cer of 
the public works department at the Naval Facilities 
Engineering Command on Misawa Air Base, said the 
decision to keep helping was easy.
 “It’s our bread and butter,” he said of the 
construction work.
 Base residents also collected supplies, held 
fundraisers and found other ways to help the local 
Japanese communities.
 Gemini Sanford, who helped volunteer at a local 
orphanage, collected 132 bags of food, seven boxes of 
fresh vegetables and 30 gallons of milk to donate to 
the Bikou-en Children’s Care House. She told her in-
laws about the eff orts during a call home. Th ey called 
a Seattle-area radio station, and Gemini found herself 
repeating the story on “Th e Rond and Don Show” on 
KIRO-FM. Th e radio hosts challenged their listening 
audience to lend a hand.
 Th e end result was 200 tons of supplies, valued at 
$1.2 million, that were collected and sent to Misawa. 
Gemini’s eff ort to help one orphanage blossomed into 
a project that aided similar homes all across northern 
Japan.
 “I am awed and inspired by the fact that something 
that started as small as trying to get enough food for 
a week or two ... has blossomed into something that 
can do so much good for so many people,” she said. 
“I’m really, deeply moved.”
 Four years later, I’m still awed and inspired by 
what I experienced during Operation Tomodachi.
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    Kadena’s Airmen prepare to load a 
Type 73 truck onto a Royal Australian 
Air Force C-17 Globemaster III at 
Kadena Air Base, March 17,2011. 
Several Japan Ground Self Defense 
Force vehicles were loaded on the 
Royal Australian Air Force aircraft 
headed to Yokota Air Base to provide 
assistance for the earthquake and 
tsunami victims in northern Japan.
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Tohoku earthquake and tsunami: Four years later
Commentary by Tim Flack

18th Wing Public Affairs

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Jarvie Z. Wallace)
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M’s Mansion
Okinawa City
¥220,000/
month.
3 bed, 2 bath.
Easy access to 
Kadena AB.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Koza Hills 
¥320,000/
month.
3 bed, 2 bath. 
Easy access to 
Kadena AB.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

King’s Court
¥250,000/
month.
(Negotiable)
3 bed, 2.5 bath.
Minutes from 
Kadena.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Higa House
¥160,000/
month.
Close kadena 
gate 3.
All appliences 
preinstall.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Koja Hills
¥220,000/
month.
3 bed, 2 bath
Brand new 
apartment with 
a great ocean 
view.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Ashikari House
¥165,000/
month.
2 bed 1 bath 
Private home 
near Camp 
Courtney.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

By Tech. Sgt. Kristine Dreyer
353rd Special Operations Group Public Affairs
3/6/2015 — A 1st Special Operations 
Squadron crew conducted their 34th an-
nual memorial fl ight Feb. 26 off  the coast 
of the Philippines to pay tribute to the 
crew of Stray 59. 
 Stray 59 was the call sign of an MC-
130E from the 1st SOS that crashed Feb. 
26, 1981 during an exercise killing eight 
of the nine crew members and 15 passen-
gers. Th e memorial fl ight has been fl own 
by the 1st SOS every year since the crash. 
 “Today’s sortie presented a great op-
portunity for today’s 1st SOS members to 
pay tribute to those who preceded them 
and whose sacrifi ces have tangibly bet-
tered our unit and how we operate,” said 
Lt. Col. Shane Vesely, 1st SOS command-
er. “Tradition is important in our unit; 
it provides us with a foundation from 
which to draw strength and improve.” 
 Th is year, three Airmen from the 320th 
Special Tactics Squadron joined the Tal-
on II crew with honor those who died in 
the crash, which included two combat 
controllers.
 In February 1981, crews from the 1st 
SOS were responsible for the specialized 
airlift  needed to support Special Warfare 
Exercise ‘81, an annual joint exercise in 
the Philippines hosted by the U.S. Navy 
Seals. Th e squadron established a base 
of operations at Naval Air Station Cubi 
Point, Philippines, and crews fl ew day 
and night missions involving low-level, 
psychological operations, and infi ltration 
and exfi ltration of forces. 
 Maj. James M. Kirk commanded 
STRAY 59 and a crew from the 1 SOS 
that was responsible for a total of 12 mis-
sions during the 16-day exercise. STRAY 
59 was scheduled to be his crew’s fi nal 

mission during the Specwarex ‘81. 
 Th e morning of Feb. 26, 1981, the 
crew’s takeoff  time for the mission was 
slipped from 1:05 a.m. to 4:30 a.m. due to 
an extended crew day on a prior day mis-
sion. STRAY 59 executed a non-tactical 
departure from Cubi Point at 4:28 a.m. 
and executed a tactical landing back at 
Cubi Point at 5:06 a.m. to quickly load 15 
personnel participating in the exercise. 
STRAY 59 executed a tactical departure 
two minutes later. Th e crew made their 
operational normal call to a ground ra-
dio station six minutes into their low lev-
el fl ight. Th e second, and last, transmis-
sion from STRAY 59 was received at 5:21 
a.m.; there had been no indication from 
the crew of a fl ight issue. 
 Minutes later, a local fi sherman 
watched the aircraft  explode upon impact 
with the water. Eight crewmembers and 
15 special operators died. One crew mem-
ber from the 1st SOS, the electronic war-
fare offi  cer, was thrown from the wreck-
age and rescued by a local fi sherman. 
 Th e investigation conducted on STRAY 
59 could not pinpoint the exact cause of 
the accident. Th e lack of physical evidence 
following the crash hindered the investi-
gation. Minutes aft er impacting the ocean 
the wreckage sank to a depth of 240 feet. 
 “Our Stray Goose crew members are 
driven to perform to the highest task and 
standard to execute those missions oth-
ers can’t or won’t do and to ensure that 
they honor the lessons taught through 
others’ sacrifi ces,” Vesely said. “On a 
beautiful day in the Philippines, today’s 
memorial fl ight was proudly executed to 
the highest standard, further underscor-
ing that sentiment.” 
 Th e 1st SOS members lost Feb. 26, 
1981, during the STRAY 59 crash were 

Maj. James Kirk, aircraft  commander; 
Capt. Norman Martel, pilot; Capt. 
Th omas Patterson, navigator; Capt. 
Gregory Peppers, navigator; Tech. Sgt. 
Stephen Blyler, radio operator; Tech. Sgt. 
Barry Chumbley, loadmaster; Tech. Sgt. 
Gary Logan, loadmaster; and Staff  Sgt. 
John Felton, fl ight engineer.
Th e 15 passengers lost were: 
From the U.S. Air Force
Senior Airman David Bingaman, Senior 
Airman Glenn Bloomer, Senior Airman 
James Bach and Airman First Class Kyle 
Wells.

From the U.S. Army 
Sgt. 1st Class Danny Janecki, Staff  Sgt. 
Patrick Estel, Staff  Sgt. Davis Hagen and 
Sgt. Bryan Broadwater. 
From the Philippine Navy 
Radioman Petty Offi  cer 3rd Class 
Rodrigo Penol and Seaman Manuel 
Dumo. 
From the Australian Army 
Sgt. Ewen Miller, Sgt. Murray Tonkin 
and Signalman Gregory Fry.
From the New Zealand Army 
Warrant Offi  cer 2nd Class Dave 
Heywood and Sgt. Dennis Terry.

1st SOS perform Stray 59 memorial flight

 (U. S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Kristine Dreyer)

^From left, Staff Sgt. Brian McCann and Senior Master Sgt. Christopher Pippens, both loadmasters at the 1st Special 
Operations Squadron prepare to drop a wreath from an MC-130H Combat Talon II off the coast of the Philippines Feb. 26, 
in memory of those who died in the crash of Stray 59. The fl ight honors those who were lost 34 years ago when a 1st SOS 
MC-130E, call sign STRAY 59, crashed during an exercise killing eight crew members and 15 passengers.
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By Karen S. Guice,
M.D., M.P.P.,
3/4/2015 - WASHINGTON — Of-
ten called one of the “invisible wounds 
of war,” traumatic brain injury (TBI) is 
the result of a blow or jolt to the head 
that disrupts the normal function of the 
brain. Anyone can suff er a TBI, it can 
happen on the sports fi eld, in your home, 
or on the job. During March, MHS is fo-
cusing its talent and eff orts on the is-
sue of TBI. We will provide tools and 
resources to educate service members, 
their families, retirees and Defense De-
partment civilians about the prevention 
and treatment of TBI, while highlight-
ing ongoing Military Health System re-
search and breakthroughs.
 According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, each year 1.7 
million people are diagnosed with a 
brain injury. Th e most common form 
of TBI, even for the military, is mild 
TBI (also referred to as a concussion) 
and the vast majority occur at home. 
Th e Defense and Veterans Brain Injury 
Center reports that from 2000-2014 
more than 313,000 service members 
were diagnosed with TBI, and most of 
these were mild.
 MHS research has produced several 
breakthroughs that improve the lives of 
our patients, benefi ciaries, and all Amer-
icans who sustain TBIs. Our work is even 
taking us back to college to examine the 

impact of TBIs on athletes. Th e NCAA 
and the Department are currently spon-
soring the “Mind Matters Challenge,” a 
landmark initiative to enhance the safe-
ty of student-athletes and service mem-
bers.  Th e partnership is the most com-
prehensive study of concussion and head 
impact exposure ever conducted.
 For TBI patients, TRICARE covers re-
habilitative services provided by physi-
cians, psychologists, physical therapists, 
occupational therapists, and speech-lan-
guage pathologists.  Th e DoD off ers a 
variety of products such as clinical rec-
ommendations, tool kits, and mobile ap-
plications to assist health care providers 
in the diagnosis, evaluation, and treat-
ment of patients with mild TBI. Access 
TBI Resources
 One of the most important steps 
in TBI treatment is rest, which allows 
the brain to physically and mentally 
recover, and removes the risk of 
suff ering another concussion while the 
brain is healing. Early diagnosis of TBI, 
as well as evaluation, and treatment can 
shorten return-to-duty time and lead 
to the best possible outcome for those 
entrusted to our care.
 Along with our partnerships and cut-
ting-edge research MHS is making great 
progress in improving and prolonging 
the quality of life for those living with 
TBI. Learn more about TBI and access 
helpful resources.  

March Marks 
Brain Injury 
Awareness Month

Air Commandos visit 
local schools in Thailand

(U.S. Air Force photos by Tech. Sgt. Kristine Dreyer)

^A group of Airmen from the 353rd Special Operations Group and children from Baan Nong Pahi School in Udon 
Thani, Thailand, prepare to race during a visit to the school Feb. 18. Members from the 353rd Special Operations 
Group raised more than $1,000 and donated sports equipment, ice cream, water coolers along with renovation and 
medical supplies. 

 Airmen from the 
320th Special Tactics 
Squadron play a 
game of soccer 
with children from a 
school in Nam Phong, 
Thailand, Feb. 17. A 
group from the 320th 
STS donated sports 
equipment and spent 
the morning playing 
soccer and visiting 
with the children. 

^



By Airman 1st Class 
Stephen G. Eigel
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/9/2015 — During the early 
1900s, answering phone calls, 
maintaining records and provid-
ing minor health care were some 
of few roles women who served 
in the military were permitted to 
fi ll. Jobs left  open because men 
left  for war, gave women the op-
portunity to step up and volun-
teer on the home front.
 A century later, women across 
the Department of Defense carry 
responsibilities from maintain-
ing multi-million-dollar aircraft , 
leading troops through battle-
fi elds and serving in higher lead-
ership positions.

Senior Airman Ashley Heaton
Duty title: Cable and Antenna 
Systems Technician
Professional credentials: ETA 
Fiber Optic Installer certifi ed; 
Tower Climbing Certifi er; 
Heavy equipment operator 
certifi ed; American Heart 
Association CPR Certifi er; 
Associate of Applied Science 
degree in Electronic Systems 
Technology, Community 
College of the Air Force
Currently working on: A 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Human Resource Management.
Greatest accomplishments: 
Being assigned to the Peterson 
Air Force Base, Colorado, 
Honor Guard for six months; 
Graduate of the U.S. Marine 

Corps Corporals Course 
Class 515-15 at Camp Foster, 
Okinawa; Awarded the Air 
Force Achievement medal in 
support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom.
Greatest passions: Family, 
friends and a good cup of black 
coff ee.
Nobody knows that I’m: 
Deathly afraid of the giant bats 
here on Okinawa that fl y around 
at night and attack you. Also, 
I had a turtle, his name was 
Beans. 
Favorite Quote: “Th e purpose 
of life, aft er all, is to live it, to 
taste experience to the utmost, 
to reach out eagerly and without 
fear for newer and richer 
experience.” - Eleanor Roosevelt

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Marcus Morris)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Stephen G. Eigel)

The Kadena Language Institute class of 2015 performs a traditional fan dance during the opening of the 16th 
annual KLI Graduation Ceremony at the Rotary Plaza in Kadena Town, March 6. During the ceremony, graduates 
heard speeches from distinguished guests, received academic awards and spoke in both English and Japanese 
about their time with the KLI.

^Senior Airman Ashley Heaton poses for a photo on Kadena Air Base, March 4. March is 
Women’s History Month. Nearly 20 percent of the active-duty members of the Air Force are 
women and they serve in 99 percent of the available career fi elds, including as security forces 
members and combat pilots. 

16th annual Kadena Language 
Institute  Graduation Ceremony 
receives 18th Wing support
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Senior Airman Ashley Heaton
Women’s History Month Spotlight



(U.S. Army photo by Chip Steitz)

TORII STATION – Congratulations to our 36 Sexual Harassment and Assault 
Response and Prevention (SHARP) Program graduates. Upon completing 
a 10-day course they are now ready to work within their respective units. 
Sexual assault is a criminal offense that has no place in the Army or any of our 
communities. It degrades mission readiness by devastating the Army’s ability 
to work effectively as a team.
  The goal of SHARP is clear. Eradicate sexual harassment and assault from 
the ranks by providing soldiers and Department of Defense civilians valuable 
tools such as awareness, prevention and education. The key components 
to change relate to education and awareness which helps to eliminate all 
precursors to sexual assault and sexual harassment.  
24/7 response for Okinawa contacts: 
• Cell: 090-6861-8447 
• DSN: 315-644-4331 
• Local: 611-744-4331 
• From States: 011-81-90-6861-8447
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SHARP 
Graduation

22nd Okinawa Yachimun Pottery Market 2015
March 20th (Friday), 21st (Saturday), 22nd (Sunday) Hours: 10:00-20:00 (19:00 on 22nd)
Venue: Hotel Moon Beach  Indoor Exhibition Stage
50 Different Potters from all across Okinawa will come to Moon Beach. Special prices and sales 
for all Okinawan pottery items. Visitors can experience using the potters wheel, coloring plaster 
shi-shi dogs (everyday from 11:00-17:00, at cost), as well as a small music concert held by the 
potters themselves on 21st and 22nd from 14:00. At the Japanese Restaurant, “YURAGI-ZUKI”, 
we will be serving limited time special lunch & dinner, as well as at “CORALLO” All-Day Dining, a 
special buffet lunch & dinner during the pottery fair.
*Those coming on car can park at the temporary parking lot in Maeganeku fi shing port near the hotel. 

Special Spring Deals at Hotel Moon Beach
Choose the Military Special Fare available for All-ranks which includes breakfast, valid 
until April 30th
Come enjoy the Flyboat, the Hover boat (fi rst in 
Okinawa!) along with other marine sport activities as 
well as the pristine natural beach by staying at Hotel 
Moon Beach. As long as the sea condition permits, 
you can take a dip every day!
Please call 965-1020 for reservations and 
questions regarding prices.

paid advertisement

 Hotel Moon Beach

          Large Communal 
Bath with Sauna

For those who has seen this fl yer 
and made reservation at Hotel Moon 
Beach,We cordially invite you to our large 
in house communal bath with sauna.
Please present this fl yer at the front desk 
to receive your ticket. 

Valid Until : 30 April

FREE
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By Lt. j.g. Robert Valentich
VP - 45 Public Affairs Offi cer
3/11/2015 - AVALON AIRPORT, Ava-
lon, Victoria, Australia — Australian 
International Airshow 2015 – A repre-
sentation of over 27 countries and 500 
companies participated in one of the 
largest airshows in the world. Th e United 
States was represented by a contingent 
of aircraft  from the U. S. Air Force and 
one Naval Maritime Patrol and Recon-
naissance P-8A Poseidon aircraft  fl own 
by Combat Air Crew 12 of the “World 
Famous” Pelicans of Patrol Squadron 
(VP) 45 based out of Naval Air Station, 
Jacksonville, Florida.
 Th e Australian International Airshow 
and Aerospace & Defense Exposition 
2015 was the 12th such event staged at 
Avalon. Th is year’s theme was “A Cen-
tenary of Anzac 1915 - 2015, Heroes of 
the Sky.” 2015 marks the centenary of 
the formation of the Australia and New 
Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) and 
their landing at Gallipoli. According to 
event organizers, Avalon 2015 celebrated 
Australia’s proud ANZAC tradition and 
a centenary of military service to the na-
tion from 1915 to 2015.
 It is by far the largest, most compre-
hensive event of its kind in the Southern 
Hemisphere and brought together avi-
ation and aerospace professionals, key 
defense personnel, aviation enthusiasts 
and members of the general public. 
 Over 200,000 people per day were 
able to view the P-8A Poseidon static 

display over a three-day period. Th e 
aircrew and maintenance personnel 
were on hand to answer questions and 
present the world’s most capable and 
advanced long-range anti-submarine 
and anti-surface warfare platform. 
 Th e P-8A air crew was also able to 
give tours of the Poseidon to several 
foreign delegations spanning the entire 
globe including groups from Norway, 
New Zealand, United Arab Emirates, 
and Australia. 
 Rear Adm. James Shannon, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy Interna-
tional Programs, accompanied several 
high ranking Australian offi  cials includ-
ing, the Hon. Martin Hamilton-Smith 
MP, Minister for Defense Industries; 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Angus Houston 
(ret.) KC AFC, Chairman of the Defense 
SA Advisory Board; Malcolm Jack-
man, Chief Executive Defense SA; Paul 
Johnson MBE, Defense Advisory Board 
member; and Julie Barbaro, Defense Ad-
visor to the Minister.
 Th is detachment was an excellent 
opportunity for strengthening inter-
national relations and showcasing the 
P-8A Poseidon to members of the Royal 
Australian Air Force. Th e trip provided 
a chance for senior leadership, along 
with VP-45 pilots, fl ight offi  cers, and 
operators, to interact and exchange 
information with their RAAF P-3C 
Orion counterparts in Squadron 10. 
Th e RAAF is slated to begin acceptance 
of the P-8A in 2017 to replace their 

aging P-3C Orion aircraft .
 “We are awaiting the arrival of our 
fi rst P-8A with great anticipation,” said 
Squadron Leader Marcus Watson, exec-
utive offi  cer of RAAF Squadron 10. “Th e 
P-8A Poseidon will be our fi rst com-
pletely digital Maritime Patrol aircraft  
replacing the mismatched digital and 
analog systems of the P-3.”

 Th e air show was a welcome opportu-
nity for the Pelicans of VP-45 to interact 
with the RAAF on a personal level and 
strengthen relationships with the men 
and women that they work with in exer-
cises and missions around the world. 
 VP-45 is currently deployed to the 7th 
fl eet area of responsibility under Com-
mander Task Force 72.

Patrol Squadron 45 showcased 
at Australian International Airshow

(Courtesy photo)

^Cmdr. T. J. Grady, VP-45 Commanding Offi cer, speaks to Royal Australian Air Force offi cers following a tour of the 
P-8A Poseidon.



M A R C H  1 3 ,  2 0 1 5 S A M U R A I  G A T E 9



Kadena Tax Center
The tax offi ce is open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Seasonal services are offered at the Kadena Tax 
Center, Bldg 1460. Tax Center Appointment Line: 
634-7418/098-961-7418. Appointments will 
be available for rental property, commanders, 
and teachers. The Tax Center does not prepare 
home business and sales of rental property
Tax Season Offi ce Hours:
Feb. 4 – March 28: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. (Walk-in Service 
Only) / Saturday - 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. (Appointment 
Only)
March 30 – May 15: Monday - Friday 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
(Walk-in Service Only) (Appointments by availability)   
Closed Holidays and PACAF Family Days: 
April 17: Closed ½ day for function. / April 20-24: 
Limited Walk-in Services due to Exercise / May 22: 
Closed PACAF Family Day / May 25: HOLIDAY
Bring in the following required documentation 
to complete a Tax Return:
- DOD/Military Identifi cation card (except 
contractors) 
- Power of Attorney (If electronic fi ling on 
behalf of your spouse)
- Social Security Number(s)
- Bank Routing and Account Number(s)
- Forms W-2 and 1099 (from all employers and 
fi nancial institutions)
- IRA*
- Rental Property (includes total income, 
mortgage interest, taxes, insurance and other 
related expenses)*
- Child Care Cost/Providers and their 
identifi cation numbers*
- Foreign Earned Income Exclusion*
- Sale of Residence (personal residence only)*
- Sale of Stocks/Mutual Funds 1099B or 1099 
Int/Div* 
 * If applicable
Don’t have time to wait?  They offer a drop off 
service for simple returns. Take all tax documents 
and they will call you when your tax return is 
ready for review. (Dropoff’s are not accepted 
during Exercise or inspection weeks.) For more 
information contact Christy Murphy at 634-7418.

Spartan Aquatics PT
Spartan Aquatics is accepting squadron/
unit physical training requests for morning 
or afternoon PT workouts. Spartan is a 
custom blend of CrossFit and water aerobics 
exercises with a trained professional. The 
program is adjustable for physical abilities 
and swimming skills.  For more information, 
call Jacquie Spoon at 080-6490-8139 or 
Angie Newmoyer at 634-3240.

First Term Airman Center 
information
The First Term Airman Center would like 
to inform all supervisors and units with 
incoming personnel that all First Term 
Airman must sign up for FTAC at the Military 
Personnel Squadron upon arrival to Kadena. 
All FTA must attend FTAC before 30 days 
on island and preferably the fi rst week. 
FTAC is held two weeks out of every month.  
For more information or questions, email 
Bethany Watson at bethany.watson@us.af.
mil or call 632-7829.

Racers, vendors, volunteers needed 
for Derby Day Festival
 The Red Cross on Kadena is currently 
accepting racer and vendor applications 
for their 7th annual Derby Day Festival. 
Applications are due by April 20 and can be 
picked up at Building 6800, near Gate 1 on 
Kadena. Event volunteers are also needed for 
a variety of positions.  For more information, 
email kadena@redcross.org or call 634-1294.

Free St. Patrick’s Day shoelaces
Stop by the library, Building 451, on March 
17 between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. wearing 
something green and receive a pair of green 
shoelaces to go with your outfi t.

AFOSI recruitment briefing
AFOSI Detachment 624 will host a continued 
recruitment briefi ng on the last Friday of 
every month in Bldg. 705, at 2 p.m.  Members 
interested in AFOSI and wanting to pursue 
a career as a Federal Agent in the United 
States Air Force are encouraged to attend.

Camp Shields gate closure
Camp Shields’ main gate will be closed from 
9 a.m. to noon March 25, for a maintenance 
project. Vehicle traffi c must route through 
one of two alternate gates. 

Chapel 2 Presents: The Lenten Series
Chapel 2 is hosting a fi lm series at 7 p.m. 
on Friday evenings. The fi lms will share 
common themes and each will be followed 
by discussions and refreshments. The 
schedule will be as follows:
March 13: As We Forgive
March 20: The Courageous Heart of Irena 
Sendler (WWII fi lm)
March 27: The Walk
April 3: Judas
For more information, call Krissy Lopez at 
634-2214.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Fairchild Avenue road closure
There will be a scheduled road closure 
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. March 15 at Collison 
Dr. and Fairchild Ave. between Buildings 
3367 and 865 to repair pavement. Traffi c will 
be detoured through the parking lot near 
Building 865.  For more information, call 
Eishin Hiyajo at 634-4285. 

Lifeguard class enrollment
Kadena Aquatics will be conducting a 
lifeguard class March 16 at the Fairchild Pool. 
The class begins with a required swim test 

at 3 p.m. Sign-ups are at Kadena Outdoor 
Recreation and the course fee includes 
materials. Don’t miss a chance to be a hero 
and save lives. 

Covenant Maker Women’s 
Conference
The Covenant Maker Women’s Conference 
with Marsha Harvell, author of “The Covenant 
Maker: Knowing God and His Promises 
For Salvation and Marriage,” will be held at 
the Offi cer’s Club from 5:30-10 p.m. March 
17, and 8:45-11:45 a.m. March 18. This is a 
free women’s conference hosted by Kadena 
Protestant Women of the Chapel. Only 120 
seats are available.  Sign up at https://
pwockadena.wufoo.com/

SAPR barbeque at the Wired Bean
The 18th Wing Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response offi ce will be holding a potluck at 
the Wired Bean at 6 p.m. March 18. There will 
be home-style food and a special viewing 
of the Shogun Sexual Assault Prevention 
Theatrical Team.   For more information, 
please call the 18th Wing SAPR offi ce at 
634-3791 or email 18wg.sarc@us.af.mil.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
KHS volunteer weightlifting coaches 
needed  
The Kadena High School Football program 
is looking for volunteer coaches for its 
winter/spring season weight lifting season.  
Experience is preferred.  The season runs 
from March 16 through May 25.  Coaches 
should be able to attend at least one session 
from 2 - 3:15 p.m. on weekdays.  A coach will 
be assigned one day of the week to monitor. 
They must fi ll out a volunteer packet form 
which will be given to them by the coach.  The 
team needs coaches who can monitor good 
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form and safe lifting while also motivating 
students through the assigned workouts. The 
workouts are held at Kadena High School in 
the weightlifting room inside of the main gym.  
This will be a great opportunity for service 
members to earn volunteers hours, and the 
head coach will write letters for volunteers’ 
military portfolios in appreciation.  In the past, 
volunteers have been infl uential and essential 
in helping to shape the future for these young 
athletes.  Please contact Head Coach Sergio 
Mendoza at 634-1216, 090-6865-5495 or 
Sergio.Mendoza@pac.dodea.edu for more 
information. 

Amelia Earhart Intermediate School 
Science Fair
Amelia Earhart Intermediate School is 
looking for 75 volunteers, civilian or military, 
to interview students and grade science 
fair projects from 7:45 a.m. to 3 p.m. March 
19-20th. It’s an all-day event, and a meal will 
be provided. For more information, please 
contact either Airman 1st Class David Homan 
at david.homan.3@us.af.mil; Senior Airman 
Kyle Greene at kyle.greene.3@us.af.mil; or Mr. 
Vieitez at brandon.vieitez@pac.dodea.edu.

Volunteers needed to teach and 
supervise students at recess
Amelia Earhart Intermediate School is 
looking for volunteers to assist, teach, and/
or supervise students during recess activities.  
For more information, email Airman 1st Class  
David Homan at david.homan.3@us.af.mil or 
Senior Airman Kyle Greene at kyle.greene.3@
us.af.mil. No appointment is needed.

Volunteers needed for LinguaFest
Seeking volunteers who speak one of the 
following languages: Chinese, Japanese, 
Korean, Spanish, French. Volunteers are 
needed to speak with high school students 
using the target language during LinguaFest. 
The event will be held at the Schilling 
Community Center from 7-8:30 p.m. March 23 
and at the Amelia Earhart Intermediate School 
Gym from 7-8:30 p.m. March 24.  For more 
information, call Melissa Beall at 080-3947-
9856 or email melissa.beall@pac.dodea.edu.

EASC seeking experienced cheer 
coaches
The Eagles All Star Cheer team is looking for 
experienced cheer and/or tumbling coaches 
for the current and upcoming cheer season. 
Cheer seasons run from September to May 
and Coaches are needed for all three teams: 
Minis, Juniors and Elites. If you are interested 
in volunteering for this demanding but 
rewarding opportunity, email  EASCOkinawa@
hotmail.com.

Volunteers needed for Holocaust 
Remembrance committee
Holocaust Remembrance Week is April 12-
19 and volunteers are needed to form this 
year’s committee.  Volunteers will help plan 
and organize base-wide events in an effort to 
commemorate this tragic history, as well as 
pay tribute to its victims and those who risked 
their lives to save others during the Holocaust.     
To volunteer contact Capt. Whitney Howe-
Mendoza at whitney.howemendoza@us.af.mil 
or 634-0216.
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By Tim Flack
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/9/2015 — Airmen 
took to the volleyball 
court to help strengthen 
local friendships during 
an invitational tourney 
here Feb. 28.
 Members of the Com-
pany Grade Offi  cer 
Council and Airmen 
Committed to Excellence 
challenged two local 
teams to a day of sports-
manship and camaraderie at the Risner 
Fitness Center.
 Capt. Jose Deliz Soto, CGOC pres-
ident, said the tournament was about 
partnership with the local communities. 
Th e visiting teams were from the Japan 
Air Self-Defense Force at Naha Air Base, 
Okinawa, and from nearby Okinawa City.
 Airman 1st Class Brandon Hagler, 
ACE president, said he jumped at the 
idea to participate.
 “We’re always looking for new ways for 
our Airmen to interact with the local com-
munity that result in positive outcomes,” 
Hagler said. “Th e volleyball game served as 
great way to build camaraderie and show-
case some competitiveness between the lo-
cals and the military members playing.”
 Deliz Soto said he was surprised at 
just how good the guests were on the 
court, joking that they were almost at the 
semi-professional level.
 Katsuhiko Nakachi, chief of directors 

for the Okinawa City Volleyball Associa-
tion, said his team was incredibly excited 
to visit the base to play for the fi rst time.
 “We were impressed with their power-
ful jumping, spikes and serves,” Nakachi 
said. “We are looking forward to playing 
again in future and mingling with them 
aft er the games.”
 Hagler said it was also fun to see Oki-
nawan friends and neighbors in a more 
relaxed environment.
 “We work with many Okinawans and 
we see their modest, professional sides ev-
ery day, all day,” he said. “And we appreci-
ate that because Japanese people happen to 
be some of the most welcoming, gracious 
people you could meet. But it’s also great to 
see them in their element, playing a sport 
that they love while also being competitive.’
Deliz Soto said this won’t be the last time 
the teams gather to compete on the court.
 “I want to do it again,” he said. “I think 
everybody had a great time.”

Airmen build friend-
ship on the court

If you see moisture or mold growing on:
Closet, walls, doors, vents, wood cabinets, or A/C:  
• Identify source or cause of water or moisture 

problem
• Wipe daily, then dry
• Clean affected area with 1part bleach / 10 

parts water (several treatments may be 
required before the spores are killed

Grout: 
• Clean affected area using a toothbrush,  

baking soda,  and vinegar 
Carpet mold: 
• Identify source or cause of water or moisture 

problem 
• Towel dry
• Use  wet vac and/or air dryer (can be signed 

out and borrowed from Housing Maintenance )
Curtain / clothing mold: 
• Identify source or cause of water or moisture 

problem
• Wash in washer on hot water setting  with 

detergent and 1 cup of vinegar (dry clean if 
dry clean only fabrics)

*If after following the directions above and 
multiple cleanings you continue to see more 
mold growing or returning, please contact 
housing maintenance for mold mediation.

Housing maintenance service call hours of 
operation for taking all work orders:  6:30 a.m. 
to 11:30 p.m. Sunday-Saturday, 634-4663 
(HOME), option 6.
Between the hours of 11:30 p.m. to 6:30 
a.m., only emergency service work orders 
will be taken by phone at 634-4663 (HOME), 
option 5.
 

ONLINE WORK ORDERS: All routine or 
urgent work order requirements can be 
submitted online using your home/work 
computer at: http://www.kadena.af.mil/
shared/media/document/AFD-141022-064.
pdf or called in during hours of operation. 

Coming next week: 
Home owner 101: Did you know…?

MOISTURE & MOLD
Control & Removal Guide

Good Neighbors

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tim Flack)

^ Jeremy Turner leaps for a spike against a team from Okinawa City during an 
invitational volleyball tournament Feb. 28
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