
By Senior Airman
Stephen G. Eigel
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/14/2015 — Typhoon Noul, 
the fi rst typhoon of the year for 
Okinawa, hit the island May 12.
 Th e typhoon, which hit even 
before typhoon season begins 
June 1, only brought Kadena 
into Tropical Cyclone Condition 
of Readiness Caution, though it 
was predicted to be much larger 
and much stronger when it was 
fi rst forecast, so Kadena prepared 
accordingly.
 “It was a bit weaker than 
previous typhoons,” said Capt. 
Matthew Klick, 18th Operations 
Support Squadron weather fl ight 
commander. “We only had gusts 
of 45 knots and 35 knots sus-
tained winds.”
 Th e island of Okinawa is 
located in what is called “Ty-
phoon Alley.” Kadena Air Base, 

perhaps more than most other 
bases, needs to treat these natural 
storms as a part of the potential  
daily mission.
 It is important to know that 
while typhoon Noul did die 
down before it hit Okinawa, there 
have been multiple devastating 
typhoons in the past.
 Just last year typhoon Vong-
fong hit Kadena with gusts of 
more than 100 knots killing three 
military members, causing exten-
sive damage to the base and nearly 
claiming the lives of two more, 
which is why it is so signifi cant to 
pay attention to the notices and 
instructions released by Kadena 
and other island agencies. 
 “It is important to pay atten-
tion and follow the notices that 
18th Wing Public Aff airs and the 
Armed Forces Network put out,” 
said Klick.
 Continually preparing for 

typhoons is important here, the 
storms can go from small to 
large in an instant and while the 
18th OSS weather fl ight tries to 
give as much notice and infor-
mation as possible, things can 
always change.
 “We had extremely good 
preparation for this typhoon,” Said 
Master Sgt. Sean Danford, 18th 
Civil Engineer Squadron readi-
ness and emergency management 
fl ight superintendent. “We didn’t 
get hit as hard as we expected so 
there was minimal damage from 
Noul. However, we need to con-
tinue to out-prepare the typhoons 
that come our way so we can 
continue to keep Kadena’s Airmen 
and their families safe.”
 While sometimes it may seem 
like the TCCORs progress at 
erratic rates, it is Kadena’s main 
priority to keep it’s warriors and 
their families safe.

By Staff Sgt.
Maeson L. Elleman
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/13/2015 — It’s one thing to 
talk about what steps to take if 
a fi re breaks out, and something 
else entirely to combat an 
out-of-control blaze. For U.S. 
Marines and sailors operating 
onboard a ship deployed to 
the middle of the ocean with 
no nearby aid, that distinction 
becomes even more important.
 To prepare for shipboard de-
ployments, each member must 

By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/13/2015 - NAHA PORT — 
Yellow, green and black boats 
bob up and down with the 
swell of the sea. Hands clench 
and bodies stiff en as rowers 
ready themselves for the sound 
of a gun.
 Bang!
 Th ree ornately carved drag-
ons soar through the water, as 
oars stroke in unison to the 
rhythmic sound of a metal gong.
 Although the race only 
lasted about fi ve minutes, it 
seemed to last forever for the 
Kadena Shoguns who pushed 
their bodies to the limit and 
competed at the 41st Annual 
Naha Dragon Boat Race in 
Naha City.

 “We did well,” said Master 
Sgt. Timothy Middleton, 18th 
Operation Support Squadron 
aircrew fl ight equipment 
heavy operations section chief 
and head coach for the men’s 
dragon boat team. “We did 
decent enough to show that 
anyone that has the desire to 
go out there can learn to do 
something outside of (their) 
comfort zone and have fun 
while doing it.”
 Dragon boat racing is an 
Okinawan tradition that dates 
back to the 14th Century when 
China infl uenced the Ryukyu 
Kingdom. Th e races involves 
32 rowers, a cadence drummer, 
a navigator, and in most cases, 
one or two motivators who help 
the team stay synchronized 

Kadena weathers its 
fi rst typhoon of 2015 

909th ARS refuels bombers

Kadena firefighters 
facilitate joint training

Kadena Shoguns 
dig deep for 
dragon boat races

^The Kadena Shoguns men’s team (back) races neck-and-neck with two other teams in 
their heat during the Naha Dragon Boat races at Naha Port, May 5.

A B-1 Lancer bomber belonging to Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, receives fuel from a 
909th Air Refueling Squadron KC-135 Stratotanker during a training sortie involving 
aircraft from Dyess and Kadena Air Force Base, May 8. Both bases coordinated 
training to practice their in-fl ight refueling procedures. The U.S. conducts continuous 
bomber presence operations as part of a routine, forward deployed, global strike 
capability supporting regional security and allies in the Asia-Pacifi c region. 

SEE DRAGON BOAT, PAGE 2SEE FIREFIGHTERS, PAGE 2

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Maeson L. Elleman)

(Courtesy photo by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Darnell T. Cannady)

A U.S. Navy shipboard fi refi ghting instructor instructs 
U.S. Marines from the 31st Marine Expeditionary 
Wing on Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, on the 
proper use of a fi re hose to douse a fi re at an aircraft 
fi re simulator on Kadena Air Base, May 8.
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while racing the 2.5-ton fi berglass ship 
more than 600 meters to the fi nish line.
 Th e men’s and women’s teams placed 
ninth and 11th respectively out of the 
63 teams that competed. Months of 
hard work, long practices and extensive 
conditioning goes into competing for the 
Kadena Shoguns each year for the nearly 
three dozen members on each team.
 “Starting in February of each year we 
practice three to four times a week for an 
hour and a half,” Middleton said. “In the 
beginning we start with physical condi-
tioning that concentrates on cardio and 
the major muscle groups for rowing.”

 Comica Middleton, head coach for the 
Kadena Shoguns women’s dragon boat 
team and wife of Timothy Middleton, 
and Staff  Sgt. Christopher Price, 18th 
Component Maintenance Squadron 
craft sman and assistant coach for the 
men’s team, were among those that sac-
rifi ced early mornings and late evenings.
 Mrs. Middleton said the best way to 
keep her team motivated was by making 
practices interesting.
 “Th roughout each row I tried to say 
encouraging things to them and give 
compliments where I saw improvement,” 
Mrs. Middleton said. “Row with your 
heart, because if you row with your arms, 

you’re going to get tired. If your heart’s 
not in it, you’re not passionate about it 
and you don’t want it then it’ll be harder 
for you to continue.”
 Th roughout the training months Mrs. 
Middleton recorded their practices to 
help show her team what to try to perfect 
and motivate them by showing progress.
 “From day one till race day we take 
videos,” she said. “It’s hard for them to 
see the progress in themselves, so the day 
before the race I post videos about where 
they started and where they are at now. It 
helps them mentally think, ‘I can do this.’ 
I am proud of them.”
 Teams from Kadena Air Base have 

been participating in the annual Naha 
Dragon Boat Race for more than 25 years.
 “Enjoy the cultural experience and tra-
ditions of the Okinawan community,” said 
Sergeant Middleton. “I would defi nitely 
recommend it to anyone that comes out 
here looking for something diff erent.”
 Th e race season has only begun for 
the Shoguns. Th ere are smaller races all 
over the island that take place during the 
summer.
 To join the Kadena Shoguns Dragon 
Boat Team, contact Timothy or Comica 
Middleton at airforceshoguns@yahoo.
com or on Facebook at Kadena Air Force 
Shogun Dragon Boat Team.

meet training qualifi cations, so 
for the fi rst time in recent histo-
ry, Navy fi refi ghting instructors 
used Kadena’s facilities to teach 
roughly 150 Marines from the 
31st Marine Expeditionary 
Wing’s Marine Medium Til-
trotor Squadron 262 during a 
training course here May 4-8 to 
ensure they’re prepared for their 
upcoming deployment.
 Without the use of the 18th 
Civil Engineer Squadron’s 
fi refi ghter training area, the 
Marines would have to travel 
to another base in the region to 
maintain their profi ciency.
 “Th ey had to come to Kade-
na,” said Master Sgt. Benjamin 
Powell, 18th Civil Engineer 
Squadron assistant chief of 
training for fi re and emergency 
services. “Typically this training 

is conducted at (Marine Corps 
Air Station) Futenma, but cur-
rently their MAFTD (Mobile 
Aircraft  Firefi ghting Training 
Device) is down, and we have 
the only other active aircraft  
live fi re training simulator on 
the island, so it’s very important 
for them to actually be able to 
fi ll their wartime or peacetime 
mission deploying through the 
entire area of responsibility.”
 One Navy instructor who 
traveled here from Naval Air 
Station Lemoore, California, for 
the training said the qualifi ca-
tion is vital to anyone spending 
an extended amount of time on 
one of the ships.
 “Th ey always tell us in the 
Navy that we’re fi refi ghters fi rst, 
sailors second, just due to the 
fact that if something does hap-
pen, everyone has to know how 

to combat a fi re eff ectively, be-
cause we’re the ones who have to 
put it out, and if we can’t control 
it, then it could risk losing lots 
of money and equipment and 
damage the ship,” said U.S. Navy 
Petty Offi  cer 2nd Class Jeff rey 
Mullins, shipboard fi refi ghting 
instructor. “Th is training is valu-
able due to the fact that when 
we’re on deployments, and we’re 
on ships, and if a fi re breaks out 
or an aircraft  crashes, we don’t 
have a fi re station or fi refi ghters 
to put out the fi re. Th at’s why we 
all go through fi refi ghting train-
ing - so we have that fi refi ghting 
knowledge of how to put out a 
fi re if it were to break out in the 
middle of the ocean”
 Mullins, who traveled to Oki-
nawa along with several other 
regionally stationed instructors 
to conduct the training, said it 

would cost the U.S. government 
signifi cantly more to send the 
Marines to another facility 
because they would all have to 
travel out of Okinawa.
 “It’s a lot cheaper to send six 
or seven instructors to a place to 
teach than it is to send a whole 
squadron of people out to a 
training facility like Yokosuka 
or Lemoore or wherever we 
hold those classes,” Mullins said.
 Th ough this is the fi rst time the 
Air Force facility has been used 
to train members of the Navy and 
Marines, the equipment has been 
used countless times throughout 
the years to train not only Air 
Force fi refi ghters, but also local 
community fi refi ghters as well.
 “We like to utilize this train-
ing at least once a week,” he said. 
“We’re required to have at least 
two burns a year, so we utilize 

this one as much as possible. 
However, it’s been up and down, 
and it’s a very antiquated, old 
piece of equipment - which 
we’re trying to update now - but 
hopefully this will highlight the 
fact that we utilize this as a joint 
asset, not just for the fi refi ghters 
here on Kadena, but for our lo-
cal community fi refi ghters, our 
community fi refi ghters in Naha, 
and also now, the Marine Corps 
and the Navy across the island.”
 Th ough the bilateral arrange-
ment may not be permanent, 
Powell said the Air Force at 
Kadena is ready to continue 
facilitating the training.
 “Th e MEW should have 
something eventually, but they’re 
still going to be temporary until 
they build their own asset, so we 
expect and anticipate that they’ll 
be calling us again,” he said.
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^A U.S. Navy Petty Offi cer 1st Class Isaac Paddock, shipboard fi refi ghting instructor, 
instructs U.S. Marines from the 31st Marine Expeditionary Wing on Marine Corps Air Station 
Futenma, at an aircraft fi re simulator on Kadena Air Base, May 8.

A U.S. Navy shipboard fi refi ghting instructor 
instructs U.S. Marines from the 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Wing on Marine Corps Air 
Station Futenma, as they battle a simulated 
aircraft fi re on Kadena Air Base, May 8. 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Maeson L. Elleman)
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PAF marks milestone, integrates with U.S. Air Force AWACS crew
By Staff Sgt.
Maeson L. Elleman
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/5/2015 - CLARK AIR BASE, 
Philippines — For the fi rst time 
in Philippine Air Force history, 
PAF air battle managers con-
trolled aircraft  while airborne 
by integrating with the U.S. 
Air Force’s 961st Airborne Air 
Control Squadron as part of 
Exercise Balikatan 2015.
 Five PAF air battle managers 
have fl own in the AWACS each 
day since the exercise began 
April 20.
 It’s the fi rst time in roughly a 
decade the E-3 Sentry Airborne 
Warning and Control System 
(AWACS) and its crew from the 
961st AACS stationed at Kade-
na Air Base, have participated 
in the exercise, making the 
aircraft  an unusual sight and the 
missions unforgettable for each 
of the PAF members.
 “It was a really nice and 
memorable experience for me 
because it was my fi rst time be-
ing a part of Balikatan and fl ying 
on an AWACS,” said PAF Maj. 
Frederick Facia, 581st Aircraft  
Control and Training Squadron 
commander. “I had the chance 
to get familiar with the AWACS 
and control Philippine aircraft  
from the sky. I learned a lot 
from that experience - especial-
ly about the AWACS’ equipment 
and crew’s functions.”
 According to PAF Maj. 
Generoso Bautista Jr., 580th 

Aircraft  Control and Warning 
Group director of operations, 
modernization of PAF aircraft  
is becoming a more prominent 
objective to better defend the 
Philippines in the future. 
 Bautista, who noted the PAF’s 
potential to purchase similar 
equipment to the AWACS, said 
getting fi rst-hand experience 
behind the consoles provides 
key insights to procedure and 
response.
 “Th e purpose of this training 
was for us to familiarize with 
a system we hope to acquire 
in the future since we are 
modernizing, and the bulk of 
our modernization will be on 
air defense,” Bautista said. “We 
hope to learn how the system 
works and how we can apply it 
to our future equipment. What 
we obtained here was the fi rst-
hand experience on how the 
system really works.”
 Th ough Bautista said he stud-
ied weapons control at Tyndall 
Air Force Base, Florida, he said 
performing the art in fl ight 
aboard the AWACS was very 
instructional.
 “I feel like I learned a lot,” he 
said. “In our point of view, it’s 
new equipment. We learned a 
lot about the system and how 
the U.S. Armed Forces applies 
their air tactics.”
 “Th is is a good basis for ac-
quiring the equipment that op-
erates the same as the AWACS,” 
Facia said. “It’s nice to have the 

experience of going onboard 
and seeing how the AWACS 
crew performs their duties 
during the mission. Hopefully 
we can apply what we learned 
here to training our personnel.”
 So far the U.S. has eff ectively 
integrated 20 diff erent PAF 
weapons controllers onboard 
the aircraft . Being able to work 

alongside each other gives both 
forces a better understanding 
of how to work together in the 
future.
 “Balikatan is an important 
exercise to conduct for both 
sides,” Facia said. “It’s a good 
opportunity to work together 
and test the integration of the 
equipment as well as the U.S. 

and Filipino personnel. It’s a 
good chance to strengthen the 
friendship between the Philip-
pines and the United States.”
 “In the future, I hope this 
training will be repeated,” 
Bautista said. “It’s much better 
for us to continue this kind of 
training, especially with some 
air defense.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Maeson L. Elleman)

^Airmen from the 961st Airborne Air Control Squadron and Aircraft Maintenance Unit discuss pre-fl ight information while Philippine Air Force 
(PAF) air battle managers board a 961st AACS E-3 Sentry Airborne Warning and Control System (AWACS) during exercise Balikatan 2015 on Clark 
Air Base, Philippines, April 23.
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By Airman 1st Class
Zade C. Vadnais
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/5/2015 — Th e Keystone 
Chapter of the Air Force As-
sociation recently hosted Air 
Power Week in support of the 
Department of Defense’s Month 
of the Military Child.
 Th e AFA is a professional mil-
itary and aerospace education 
association that promotes public 
understanding of aerospace 
power and the pivotal role it 
plays in the security of the nation. 
Th e organization also supports 
military families and encourages 
interest in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics.
 “We wanted to do something 
for Month of the Military Child,” 

said Tech. Sgt. Juan Hernandez, 
AFA Keystone Chapter vice pres-
ident. “We spent a whole week 
talking with children from aft er 
school programs around base 
about STEM subjects. We did 
a show-and-tell with diff erent 
weapon parts and a pilot’s helmet 
and we taught them about the-
ories of fl ight like lift , drag and 
thrust using paper airplanes.
 “Th e fl ight line tour was the 
fi nal event of the week,” Her-
nandez said.
 Air Power Week was held in 
support of the Month of the Mil-
itary Child, which takes place in 
April each year and highlights 
the important role the nearly 2 
million military children play in 
the armed forces community.

 “My favorite part was going 
on the airplanes,” said Hoku 
Ewing, who attends Himawari 
school-age care. “Th ey were 
really big and it was a lot of fun.”
 Hernandez said he felt it was 
important to show the children 
some of the things their parents 
may do when deployed or on 
temporary duty, and wanted to 
give them an opportunity to ask 
questions they don’t usually get 
to ask.
 “I hope they got something 
out of being visited by people 
who don’t normally come to 
their centers and I hope it was 
fun for them,” Hernandez said. 
“I wanted the kids to walk away 
from this event with a sense of 
being appreciated.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zade C. Vadnais)

^Capt. John Bowman, 1st Special Operations Squadron MC-130H Combat Talon II pilot, 
answers questions from school-age children during a fl ight line tour on Kadena Air Base, May 1. 

Air Force Association hosts Air Power Week

By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/1/2015 — Voices shatter the silence of 
the night. Th e sharp piercing sound of 
cowbells and clappers echoes through 
the streets. A voice booms over the 
loudspeaker of a patrol car as marchers 
are illuminated by headlights and street-
lights. Signs held proudly, they chant.
 “Yes means yes! No means no! Howev-
er we dress! Wherever we go!”
 Each step they took meant something, 
each chant they yelled was for someone 
and each sign they held turned heads. On 
a Friday night on Kadena Air Base men 
and women united together to march 
against sexual assault.
 Service members and civilians rallied 
against sexual assault together during 
the 18th Wing Sexual Assault Prevention 
and Response offi  ce’s Take Back the Night 
march.
 “Take Back the Night is a rally, a march 
and a time to refl ect for survivors of sex-
ual assault,” explained Laurie Scudder, 
18th Wing SAPR specialist. “For those 
of us that support the survivors, it is an 
opportunity to say we’re not going to 
allow sexual assault in our community.”
 Before the march began, Brig. Gen. 
Barry R. Cornish, 18th Wing commander, 
thanked those participating in the event.
 “What it’s all about is awareness,” 
Cornish said. “Because of the importance 
placed on this topic, the good news is 
reporting is up and prevalence is down 
and the better news is that because of 
people like you focused on this issue it’s 

only going to get better. I thank you for 
the time to focus on this cause.”
 Led by an 18th Security Forces Squad-
ron patrol car covered in teal ribbons, the 
participants marched from the Schilling 
Community Center parking lot toward 
Chapel 2 with noise makers and cowbells, 
while chanting, symbolizing survivors re-
claiming the night, the time when sexual 
assaults are most likely to occur.
 Heads turned and traffi  c came to a 
standstill as people marched down the 
streets. United they chanted, “We are 
women. We are men. Together we fi ght. 
Together we take back the night.”
 As the march concluded at Chapel 2, 
the marchers were greeted by victim ad-
vocates and volunteers. Th ey were handed 
candles and stood together in the darkness 
of the chapel courtyard. Th ere they heard 
the story of Master Sgt. Joseph Mageau, 18 
Civil Engineer Group fi rst sergeant.
 Mageau told them about his expe-
rience with sexual assault, how he had 
witnessed it happen to someone he loved 
and cared about. As he concluded his sto-
ry the marchers refl ected in the silence 
of the darkened court yard. Participants 
were told to think about those they knew 
that had experienced sexual assault. Th e 
courtyard was silent, each person alone 
in the darkness with their own thoughts.
 Aft er the period of refl ection, victim 
advocates lit the candles that were held 
and each person in turn lit each other’s. 
Together they were illuminated and 
together they had banished the darkness 
of the courtyard.
 Th e event proceeded into the chapel, 

where Desiree Santillan, U.S. Air Force 
Offi  ce of Special Investigations agent, 
spoke to the marchers about the impor-
tance of mandatory reporting. How lead-
ers can make the diff erence even though 
it may be hard or cause them diffi  culty.
 Aft er she spoke, all the mandatory 
reporters were required to leave and 
the survivor and supporter speak-out 
portion began.
 “It’s an emotionally charged time; 
there’s energy in the room,” Scudder said. 
“It really is amazing for people to get up 
and share an intimate thing. For them 

to know they are not alone, that there is 
support and that we believe them.”
 Sexual assault can happen to anyone 
and aff ects everyone.
 “Whether it is a personal victimization, 
a close friend, a loved one or a family 
member that has been a victim of sexual 
violence, it’s too oft en that we don’t know 
that this has happened,” Scudder said. 
“You are not alone. You are not to blame 
and you have nothing to be ashamed of.”
 United and together, Kadena Air Base 
rallied against sexual assault and took 
back the night.

Kadena Air Base unites together to Take Back the Night
Members of Team Kadena march and chant to raise 
awareness of sexual assault prevention during the Take 
Back the Night event on Kadena Air Base, May 1.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)



M A Y  1 5 ,  2 0 1 5 S A M U R A I  G A T E 5

By Staff Sgt.
Marcus Morris
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/6/2015 — Th e U.S. military 
is playing a crucial role in the 
“whole-government” approach 
toward humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief operations in 
support of the government and 
armed forces of Nepal following 
a 7.8 magnitude earthquake 
April 25.
 U.S. Pacifi c Command 
activated Task Force 505 on 
May 1 to work closely with the 
U.S. Department of State, U.S. 
Agency for International Devel-
opment, and other U.S. agencies 
to ensure continued, timely 
and swift  responses to requests 
by the Government of Nepal. 
Th e task force is led by U.S. 
Marine Lt. Gen. John Wissler, 
III Marine Expeditionary Force 
commander on Okinawa.
 U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. 
Michael A. Minihan, com-
mander of the task force’s Joint 
Air Component Coordination 
Element, transited this week 
to Nepal through Kadena Air 
Base, where members of the18th 
Wing continue to facilitate 
the movement of needed per-
sonnel and supplies. Minihan 
explained that the task force 
will use its strengths, including 
outstanding joint air assets, to 

help coordinate and conduct 
military relief eff orts as needed.
 “We are going to harness all 
of those capabilities,” Minihan 
said. “We’re going to get it going 
in one solid direction for the 
people of Nepal, and then use 
air power to rapidly bring that 
aid into the country.”
 He said the task force’s com-
mand and control capabilities, 
along with its ability to integrate 
with other organizations, will 
help get that aid outward to 
where the people who have been 
devastated by the earthquake 
need it most.
 Minihan said the U.S. military 
assets already on the ground in 
Nepal, including Okinawa-based 
U.S. Marine Corps MV-22B 
Ospreys, are currently focused 
on getting aid from the interna-
tional airport in Nepal’s capital 
of Kathmandu to hard-to-reach 
areas across the country.
 He stressed that coordination 
with Nepal’s government and 
the other U.S. agencies is key to 
mission success.
 “Th e joint aspect of this 
operation is the most critical,” 
he said. “When we can work 
together and perform ... then 
the people of Nepal benefi t and 
we show that we understand the 
issue there and we are working 
toward a common goal.”

 He also said the joint work 
already showcased on Okinawa 
helps illustrate the strength of 
the task force.
 “We’ve brought forward some 
air and space capabilities, we’re 
able to easily integrate with the 
Marine Corps function here and 
all the diff erent military organi-

zations to instantly provide that 
joint answer to a problem set 
that requires a joint solution,” 
Minihan said.
 He said that Kadena’s Airmen 
continue to play a big role in the 
Nepal eff orts.
 “Being here, forward deployed, 
being close to where we need to 

be with all the capabilities that 
Kadena has to off er, from airlift  to 
air refueling ... the full spectrum 
of air power can be brought to 
bear from this single base,” Mini-
han said. “It’s vitally important.”
 Joint Task Force 505 will 
continue to support Nepal’s 
government as long as needed.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zade C. Vadnais)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zackary A. Henry)

^U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Brad Fultz, 3rd Marine Expeditionary Brigade foreign area 
offi cer, boards a U.S. Air Force KC-135 Stratotanker with members of the 3rd Marine 
Expeditionary Force on Kadena Air Base, May 6. 

 Brig. Gen. Michael A. Minihan, commander of Joint Task Force 505’s Joint Air 
Component Coordination Element, pauses for a moment to take one last look at Kadena 
Air Base before stepping onto an MC-130J Commando II, May 7.

Joint Task Force 505 coordinating 
military relief efforts in Nepal

^
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Kadena recognizes 2015 first-quarter award winners

The 18th Wing award winners are:
Airman: Senior Airman Dalton Carr, 18th Operations Group 
NCO: Tech. Sgt. Miguel Gibson, 18th Maintenance Group
Senior NCO: Master Sgt. John Karel, 18th Civil Engineer 
Group
Company grade offi cer: Capt. Franklin Mays, 18th 
Maintenance Group
Civilian Cat I: Koki Takashi, 18th Maintenance Group
Civilian Cat II: Roberto Buenaventura, 18th Medical Group
Civilian Cat III: Saniford Andree Jr, 18th Mission Support 
Group

The Partner Unit winners are:
Airman/Junior Enlisted: Senior Airman Kathleen 
Rowland, 353rd Special Operations Group
NCO: Tech. Sgt. Jason Evans, Group 7
Senior NCO: Master Sgt. Edith Smith, 353rd Special 
Operations Group

Company grade offi cer: Capt. Daniel Breiding, 353rd 
Special Operations Group
Civilian Cat I: Akira Arakaki, Group 7
Civilian Cat II: Leslie Hutchison, Group 7

The Team Kadena award winners, consisting of 
nominees from the 18th Wing and Kadena Partner 
Units are:
Honor Guard Airman: Senior Airman Kristopher 
Beckwith, 18th Aerospace Medicine Squadron
Honor Guard NCO: Tech. Sgt. April Robinson, Detachment 
3, United States Air Force School of Aerospace Medicine
Airman/Junior Enlisted: Senior Airman Dalton Carr, 18th 
Operations Group 
NCO: Tech: Sgt. Miguel Gibson, 18th Maintenance Group
Senior NCO: Master Sgt. Edith Smith, 353rd Special 
Operations Group
Company grade offi cer: Capt. Daniel Breiding, 353rd 
Special Operations Group
Civilian Cat I: Koki Takashi, 18th Maintenance Group
Civilian Cat II: Leslie Hutchison, Group 7
Civilian Cat III: Saniford Andree Jr, 18th Mission Support 
Group

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

^Chief Master Sgt. Charles Hoffman, 18th Wing command chief, presents 
the spirit award to Lt. Col. Peter Gryzen, 18th Maintenance Group deputy 
commander, during Team Kadena’s fi rst quarter awards ceremony at the 
Keystone Theater on Kadena Air Base, May 1.

By Naoto Anazawa
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/4/2015 — Th e 2015 fi rst quarter award ceremony 
for 18th Wing, partner unit, Honor Guard and Team 
Kadena was held at the Keystone Th eater here May 1.
 Congratulations to the following award winners.

By Airman 1st Class
Zackary A. Henry
18th Wing Public Affairs
4/30/2015 — Kadena’s 18th 
Communications Squadron was 
recently awarded four diff erent 
Air Force level awards.
 Being the best in the Air Force 
is no easy task, but with great 
leaders and strong Airmen, it’s 
no wonder the 18th CS added 
four more AF level awards to 
their list of achievements.
 Among the awards received 
were two individual AF level 
winners, Senior Master Sgt. 
Harold Terrance and Staff  Sgt. 
Jack Schultz.
 Schultz, 18th CS client systems 
journeyman, won the 2014 Air 
Force Information Dominance 
Outstanding Client Systems 
Airman of the Year award for 
his outstanding performance, at 
Kadena and while deployed, as 
well as for his community out-
reach eff orts to bridge language 
barriers here in Okinawa, Japan.
 Terrance, former 18th CS cy-
ber systems section chief, won 
the 2014 Air Force Outstanding 
Cyberspace Operations Senior 
NCO of the Year.
 He lead the Pacifi c Air Force’s 
largest communications fl ight 
in executing over 16,000 system 
upgrades and headed the Air 
Force’s fi rst 24/7 cyber patching 
service which eliminated over 

113,000 network risks.
 “Although I appreciate the 
prestige of this award, I know 
that it also refl ects the hard work 
and dedication of all the men and 
women of the 18th CS,” said Ter-
rance. “It’s truly an honor to be a 
part of such an awesome team.”
 One of the other AF level 
awards earned by the 18th CS 
was the best large post offi  ce for 
the second consecutive year.
 One of the senior leaders of 
the post offi  ce, Senior Master 

Sgt. David L. Braun, 18th CS 
postal operations superinten-
dent, said it took commitment 
to put the team fi rst and to each 
individual on the team.
 “We are a strong team, and 
strong teams focus on the 
strengths of each other not the 
faults,” said Braun. “Th is built 
an atmosphere of appreciation 
for one another.”
 Braun also said that this award 
is the result of not just his leader-
ship, but leadership at all levels.

 Kadena’s post offi  ce oversaw 
PACAF’s busiest fi nance sec-
tion. Th ey conducted 24 audits 
with $3.5 million in revenue and 
processed 23 million pounds of 
postage throughout the year.
 Th e 18th CS was named the 
Air Force’s best large commu-
nications unit. Th is was their 
second consecutive year.
 Th is year, 18th CS bolstered 
the best overall command cyber 
readiness inspection score in 
the Air Force and the best secret 

internet protocol router CCRI 
score in the Air Force as well.
 One of the senior leaders, 
Chief Master Sgt. Rongi R. 
Langham, 18th CS squadron 
superintendent, accredited this 
award to the strong leadership, 
teamwork and Airmen confi -
dence throughout the squadron.
 “Our Airmen are stake-
holders in the squadron,” said 
Langham. “Success is driven by 
their work ethic and dedication 
to be the best in the Air Force.”

Kadena’s 18th CS earns four Air Force-level awards

^Staff Sgt. Jack Shultz, 18th Communications Squadron client 
systems journeyman, troubleshoots a connectivity issue on a laptop 
as part of his training at Kadena Air Base, March 5. Schultz won the 
2014 Air Force Information Dominance Outstanding Client Systems 
Airman of the Year award for his outstanding performance at Kadena 
and while deployed.

 Airman 1st Class Marcus Williams, 18th Communications Squadron 
postal worker, assists a customer on Kadena Air Base, March 5. 
Kadena’s post offi ce, the Air Force’s 2014 Best Large Post Offi ce of the 
year, processes 23 million pounds of postage throughout the year.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Zackary A. Henry)

^



18th sfs hosts national  
   police week jail and bail

U.S. Air Force 
photos by 
Naoto Anazawa

Navy Petty Offi cer 3rd Class Rodney Watkins, 18th 
Security Forces Squadron response force member, leads 
a mock prisoner to a pseudo jail during the Police Week 
Jail and Bail at the Exchange on Kadena Air Base, May 1.

Chief Master Sgt. Eric Hall, 18th Dental Squadron 
superintendent, Col. Debra Lovette, 18th Mission 
Support Group commander, and Chief Master Sgt. 
Jeffrey Martin, 18th MSG superintendent, stand 
in a mock jail outside of the Exchange on Kadena 
Air Base, May 1. The leaders were “arrested” and 
sentenced to 20 minutes in a mock jail as part of 
the Police Week Jail and Bail fundraiser.

Staff Sgt. Robert Evilsizer (left), 18th Security Forces Squadron military working dog handler, 

explains the Jail and Bail system to Master Sgt. Joseph Mageau (center), 18th Civil Engineer 

Group fi rst sergeant, at the Exchange on Kadena Air Base, May 1. In addition to the “Jail and 

Bail,” Police Week included the defenders challenge, an open house, a “boots and utes” run, a 

24-hour vigil run and a memorial service for the Airmen throughout May 10-16. 
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By Airman 1st Class
Zade C. Vadnais
18th Wing Public Affairs
4/29/2015 — Th e 18th 
Wing’s April mission fo-
cused exercise came to a 
close at approximately 2 p.m. 
April 23.
 Th e almost 80-hour ex-
ercise tested the readiness 
of base personnel and their 
ability to eff ectively func-
tion in times of war. Partic-
ipating Airmen were tested 
on their knowledge of self-
aid buddy care, unexplod-
ed ordnance identifi cation, 
post-attack reconnaissance 
procedures and their ability to perform 
their primary duties in a combat envi-
ronment.
 Chief Master Sgt. Charles R. Hoff man, 
18th Wing command chief, said these 
exercises also provide an opportunity 
for Airmen to work with members from 
other career fi elds, fi nding synergies and 
improving procedures now while helping 
Kadena deliver combat air power faster, 
better and more effi  ciently in the future.
 “It’s our duty not just to get ready but 
to be ready at all times,” Hoff man said. 
“Th at’s every Airman’s job but more so 
here at Kadena, which is in a very stra-
tegic part of the world. We support the 
defense of Japan and a lot of our allies in 
the region so we have to be able to use our 
capabilities to the best of our abilities.”
 Th e benefi ts reaped from MFEs aren’t 
limited to Kadena or even to the Pacifi c 
region. When Airmen leave Okinawa to 
head to their next duty station, they’ll 
bring with them a better understanding 
of their AFSC’s duties in both peacetime 

and wartime, in addition to better-de-
veloped combat skills such as SABC and 
PAR knowledge.
 “I think people who have a number of 
experiences behind them in more stress-
ful environments can more quickly adapt 
to tougher situations,” Hoff man said. “It’s 
not always fun during mission-oriented 
protective posture four, but you get a 
chance to use the skills of resiliency to 
take a lickin’ and keep on tickin’.”
 Although they can be stressful, frus-
trating and tiring, MFEs are ultimately de-
signed to maintain the readiness of Kadena 
personnel and ensure that the 18th Wing’s 
Airmen remain truly among the best.
 “I’m really impressed with the Airmen 
here,” Hoff man said. “Having been 
here for three days, every day I’ve been 
inspired working with a team of true pro-
fessionals who understand why they’re 
here, take their jobs seriously and have a 
good time doing it. We have a lot of high 
tech stuff  here at Kadena, but the most 
impressive asset is defi nitely the people.”

MFEs maintain readiness, foster resiliency

^Airman 1st Class Zackary Henry, 18th Wing Public Affairs photojournalist, 
reports his fi ndings through hand-held radio during a simulated post-attack 
reconnaissance sweep on Kadena Air Base, April 23.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zade C. Vadnais)

By Airman 1st Class
Zade C. Vadnais
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/4/2015 — Around the end of April 
each year on Okinawa, there suddenly 
seems to be more traffi  c, tourist destina-
tions and popular restaurants appear to 
be more crowded, and it feels like hotel 
rates soar.
 It’s not your imagination; it’s Golden 
Week, the longest vacation period of the 
year for most Japanese nationals and one 
of the most popular times for families to 
travel.
 Although hotel, airfare and train tick-
et rates skyrocket during Golden Week, 
it remains one of the busiest travel times 
for Japan. Th is is largely due to the fact 
that many companies and businesses 
shut down for about a week to 10 days 
and off er their employees paid time off .
 “My wife is off  work and my kids are 
off  school so we will try to do something 
special with our kids,” said Naoto Anaza-
wa, 18th Wing Public Aff airs photojour-
nalist. “We will go to the beach or maybe 
the new mall — something fun like that.”
 Oft en likened to American Spring 
Break, Golden Week is an important va-
cation for Japanese people. Golden Week 
gives Japanese citizens a chance to travel, 
celebrate their families and be thankful 
for their blessings as temperatures begin 
rising and most of the Japanese landscape 
shakes off  the snow.
 “Golden Week is a time for people 
to get their families together and do 
something special,” Anazawa said. “It’s 
an important time to celebrate being 
together.”
 Four national holidays are observed 
during this week; Showa Day, Constitu-
tion Memorial Day, Greenery Day and 

Children’s Day.
 Showa Day is observed annually on 
April 29 and honors the birthday of 
Emperor Showa, Japan’s most recently 
deceased emperor who reigned from 
1926-1989. Showa Day encourages citi-
zens to refl ect on this turbulent period in 
Japan’s history.
 Constitution Memorial Day falls on 
May 3 and celebrates the current Japa-
nese constitution which was signed fol-
lowing World War II in 1947. Th is day is 
intended to give citizens an opportunity 
to think about democracy and the cur-
rent state of the Japanese government.
 Greenery Day is traditionally cele-
brated on May 4 and provides citizens 
an opportunity to commune with nature 
and be thankful for their blessings. 
Although originally named “Th e Em-
peror’s Birthday,” the holiday’s name was 
changed following the current emperor’s 
ascension to the throne in 1989. Th e 
name was changed to Greenery Day to 
refl ect the wartime emperor’s love for 
plants and nature.
 Children’s Day, held May 5, is a day 
set aside to celebrate the individual per-
sonalities of Japanese children and their 
happiness. Originally a day to celebrate 
sons and recognize fathers, the celebra-
tion has expanded to include daughters 
and mothers as well. Japanese families 
celebrate Children’s Day by raising carp-
shaped koinobori windsock fl ags — one 
for the mother, one for the father and one 
for each child.
 “Each holiday has a diff erent meaning, 
but usually people look at the week as a 
whole,” said Naoko Shimoji, 18th Wing 
PA graphic artist. “Especially for families 
with children, it’s a good time for a big 
vacation.”

Japan celebrates Golden Week
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By Staff Sgt.
Alexander Martinez
 Joint Task Force-505 Public Affairs
5/11/2015 - U-TAPAO ROY-
AL THAI NAVY AIRFIELD, 
Th ailand  — In support of Op-
eration Sahayogi Haat, Airmen, 
Soldiers, Sailors and Marines 
are ensuring humanitarian as-
sistance and disaster relief sup-
plies and personnel are moving 
smoothly in and out of Nepal 
at an intermediate staging base 
(ISB) at U-Tapao Royal Th ai 
Navy Airfi eld, Th ailand.
 At the ISB, Joint Task 
Force-505 personnel monitor sat-
ellite and radio communications 
with other JTF-505 components 
throughout the region, and sup-
port air operations to ensure the 
government and people of Nepal 
receive the support they need to 
help recover from the devastating 
7.8-magnitude earthquake that 
struck the country April 25.
 Air Force Brig. Gen. Michael 
Minihan, the JTF-505 Joint Air 
Component Coordination Ele-
ment commander, explained the 
role of the mission in Th ailand, 
and highlighted its importance 
to the overall Nepal earthquake 
relief mission.
 “We’ve set up an intermediate 
staging base that can help air-
power and airlift , specifi cally U.S. 
Marine and Air Force air (capa-

bilities), and rapidly move those 
unique capabilities in and out 
of Nepal,” Minihan said. “Th is 
JTF-505 is signifi cant because it 
shows that the partnerships in 
this region are important, and all 
the exercises and engagements 
that we do throughout this re-
gion have a real-world applica-
tion so that when an incident 
happens like the earthquake in 
Nepal, we can rapidly come to-
gether ... and instantly have a 

positive impact and do what we 
need to do for the government 
and the people of Nepal.”
 Th e JTF-505 mission in Th ai-
land has been able to move tons 
of cargo and hundreds of sup-
port personnel into Kathman-
du, the capital of Nepal and a 
region signifi cantly impacted by 
the earthquake.
 Additionally, Royal Th ai 
Armed Forces work with the 
JTF-505 at the ISB to coordinate 

earthquake relief support with 
the Th ai government.
 Marine Corps Lt. Col. Mat-
thew Youngblood, the JTF-505 
JACCE offi  cer in charge, said 
working jointly with the other 
services and the Th ai govern-
ment has been important to the 
earthquake relief mission.
 “It has been an exceptional 
experience working with our 
service counterparts, and we 
look forward to continuing co-

operation with the Th ai govern-
ment, and our continued ser-
vices’ support to the people of 
Nepal,” Youngblood said.
 U.S. Pacifi c Command acti-
vated JTF 505 on May 1 to work 
closely with the U.S. Depart-
ment of State, U.S. Agency for 
International Development and 
other U.S. agencies to ensure a 
timely and thorough response 
to requests by the Government 
of Nepal.

Joint US forces support Nepal 
earthquake relief efforts in Thailand

^Brig. Gen. Michael Minihan, Joint Task Force-505 Joint Air Component Coordina-
tion Element commander, speaks with members of the 18th Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron as they join the JACCE team at Utapao Royal Thai Navy Airfi eld, Thailand, 
May 10. The joint operations center established in Utapao serves as a staging point 
for JTF-505 aviation assets and key planners conducting humanitarian aid and 
disaster relief operations in response to the 7.8 magnitude earthquake that struck 
Nepal, April 25. The 18th AES is deployed from Kadena Air Base. 

 Tech. Sgt. Terrence Wright, an air transportation craftsman, loads a cooler containing 
units of blood bound for Kathmandu, Nepal, into a Marine Corps KC-130J Hercules at 
U-Tapao Royal Thai Navy Airfi eld, Thailand, May 10.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Alexander Martinez)

^



M A Y  1 5 ,  2 0 1 5 S A M U R A I  G A T E 9

By Defense Media
Activity
5/11/2015 - WASHINGTON 
— Th e Department of Defense 
announced plans to station a 
special operations squadron of 
CV-22 Osprey aircraft  at Yokota 
Air Base, Japan, according to a 
DoD news release issued today.
 Th e fi rst three aircraft  will 
arrive in the second half of 2017 
with an additional seven aircraft  
scheduled to arrive by 2021, the 
release said.

 Th e deployment of tilt-rotor 
aircraft  will provide increased 
capability for U.S. Special Oper-
ations forces to respond quickly 
to crises and contingencies in 
Japan and across the Asia-Pacif-
ic region, including humanitar-
ian crises and natural disasters, 
according to the release.
 Th e deployment will also in-
crease interoperability, enhance 
operational cooperation, and 
promote stronger defense re-
lations with the Japan Self-De-

fense Forces, according to the 
release.
 Th e CV-22 Osprey is a highly 
advanced aircraft  with unique 
capabilities and an excellent 
operational safety record, the 
release said.
 Th e deployment refl ects the 
United States’ steadfast com-
mitment to defend Japan and 
to station its most advanced ca-
pabilities forward as part of the 
Asia-Pacifi c Rebalance, accord-
ing to the release.

By Air Force Personnel
Center Public Affairs
5/12/2015 - JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — Airmen 
who took Form S of the Air Force Of-
fi cer Qualifying Test may see their test 
scores updated on May 22, when the Air 
Force converts scores to the new Form T 
metric, offi  cials said May 12.
 According to Dr. Lisa Hughes, the Air 
Force Personnel Assessment chief, all 
Form S scores in the offi  cial database will 
be converted to the Form T metric. Indi-
viduals aff ected include those who have 
already been commissioned and will not 
be using their AFOQT scores for person-
nel decisions. All Airmen scores will be 
converted, however, to ensure any future 
personnel or commissioning decisions 
are based on the same metric.
 Th e AFOQT is a selection and classifi -
cation tool. Civilians, cadets and enlisted 

Airmen interested in a line offi  cer com-
mission must achieve minimum required 
scores to be eligible, and all rated offi  cer 
candidates must meet minimum AFOQT 
standards for aircrew training selection.
 Th e AFOQT Form S was last revised 
in 2005. Following long-standing prac-
tice, the form was updated to refresh the 
content, and to enable the Air Force to 
assess critical competencies identifi ed by 
Air Force offi  cers during a service-wide 
survey. Th is revision process to Form T 
is not unique. Th is change will have no 
impact on Airmen who have completed 
all board selection processes.
 “Th ose who have taken the Form S 
version of the AFOQT do not need to do 
anything. Th eir scores will be convert-
ed to be comparable to Form T scores,” 
Hughes said. “Because thousands will 
have their records updated, we simply 
want to ensure Airmen who took the test 

on the S form are aware of the update and 
transition so they aren’t surprised if they 
see that their scores were converted.”
 Scores are converted by using each 
individual’s raw scores from Form S and 
determining the corresponding percen-
tile in the Form T reference population.
 Th e new test includes changes and 
improvements such as a new reading 
comprehension test based on offi  cer 
professional military education mate-
rials, an updated instrument compre-
hension test with clearer graphics and 
modernized instrument displays, and 
other changes to improve test reliability, 
currency and breadth of test content,” 
Hughes explained. “Form T also in-
cludes a situational judgment test that 
requires offi  cer candidates to identify 
eff ective responses to challenging and 
realistic leadership and interpersonal 
scenarios that junior offi  cers may face.”

 Of note, AFROTC cadets graduat-
ing in 2015 will be commissioned using 
the Form S metric and USAFA cadets 
graduating in 2015 will use the Form S 
metric to compute their pilot candidate 
selection method score.
 Th e updated AFOQT assesses candi-
dates on verbal analogies, arithmetic rea-
soning, word knowledge, math knowl-
edge, reading comprehension, physical 
science, table reading, instrument com-
prehension, block counting, aviation 
information and situational judgment. 
Scores from the subtests generate verbal, 
quantitative, academic, pilot, combat 
systems operator and air battle manager 
composite scores. Beginning in summer 
2015, scores on the situational judgment 
test will also be available for candidates 
who have taken Form T.
 For more information about Air Force 
personnel programs go to myPers. 

CV-22 Osprey Squadron headed for Japan

AFOQT scores updated as AF implements new test, form

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Markus Maier)
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YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Artist 
Ikuo Ohsawa recounts stories to Col. 
Cory Mendenhall, chief of staff  of United 
States Forces Japan, of what inspired his 
paintings, April 30 at Yokota Air Base. 
Ohsawa donated over 100 pieces of his 
art to the 5th Air Force Headquarters 
when the building opened in 1975. 

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan — Senior 
Airman Charles Sena, 35th Security 
Forces Squadron military working dog 
handler, leads Karo, 35 SFS military 
working dog, in a search for training aids 
at Misawa Air Base, May 5. Military work-
ing dog teams are oft en responsible for 
human, narcotic and explosive detection.

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE, 
Guam — Striker, a U.S. Department 
of Agriculture brown tree snake de-
tector dog, inspects an aircraft  prior 
to departure April 30, at Andersen Air 
Force Base. All Department of Defense 
aircraft , household goods, vehicles and 
cargo are required to be searched prior to 
departure in order to prevent the estab-
lishment of the snakes in other regions.

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE, 
Guam— Andersen Elementary School 

fourth graders take part in the 36th 
Wing paralegal team’s Alice in Wonder-
land-themed mock trial deliberation at 
the base courtroom May 1, at Andersen 
Air Force Base, Guam. Th is year, Law 
Day commemorated the 800th anniver-
sary of the signing of the Magna Carta.

KUNSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Korea 
— An F-16 Fighting Falcon crew chief 
gives the 80th Fighter Squadron’s “Crush 
‘em” gesture in full exercise gear to a pilot 
as he marshals the jet out of a hardened 
aircraft  shelter during Exercise Beverly 
Midnight 15-3 at Kunsan Air Base, May 
2. During exercises, maintenance wing 

inspection team members test mainte-
nance professionals on their ability to 
safely launch jets while simultaneously 
responding to exercise injects, such as 
unexploded ordnance and administering 
self-aid buddy care to wounded Airmen. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Elizabeth Baker) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Katrina M. Brisbin) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Jordyn Fetter) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Alexa Ann Henderson) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Taylor Curry) 

Walking Through 
memories

Misawa K-9s train to 
detect crime

Andersen 4th graders 
take to court for Law 
Day 2015

WIT tests Wolf Pack 
readiness in BM-15-3

USDA dogs sniff out 
snakes

JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICHARDSON, Alaska — Airmen from the 477th Aircraft Maintenance Squad-
ron perform a hot-pit refuel with an F-22 here May 2. Hot-pitting is the quickest way to perform the most 
sorties and is the key to mission combat capability. During a hot-pit refuel the pilot will stay in the cockpit 
with the jet running while the maintenance crews perform safety checks and refuel the aircraft allowing it to 
return to fl ight in less than 30 minutes.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Dana Rosso) 

F-22 crew chiefs play 
NASCAR with hot pit refuels

By Angie Fino and
Bill Golden
5/7/2015 — Where can you fi nd Alexan-
der G. Bell, Rosa Parks, Albert Einstein, 
Shirley Temple, Jackie Robinson, Oprah 
Winfrey and many other infl uential 
people in one same room?  At the Living 
Museum at Stearley Heights Elementary 
School, of course!
 Th ird grade students in Mr. Golden’s 
class were given a project to select an 
infl uential person who had or has made 
a positive impact on America.  Students 
picked one person whom they admired 
or wanted to learn more about. Aft er their 
selections were made, students spent 

the next few weeks researching their 
choices and learning about their lives 
and how they have impacted America.  
Students had to answer eight questions 
about their person ranging from their 
childhood to the advice they would give 
to help others succeed.   Students then 
had to look and act like that individual 
and share the information with others in 
the form of a Living Museum.  
 Th is project addressed many stan-
dards to include discerning between fact 
and opinion, writing standards, and oral 
and visual presentations.   Th ird grade 
student Brielle Bailey, also known as 
Sacagawea, stated that learning about 

Sacagawea was “fascinating.”  Ameerah 
Abner did her research on Rosa Parks be-
cause she sees Rosa Parks as being brave.  
Ameerah said that Rosa Parks taught her 
that, “It doesn’t matter your color; learn 
to be yourself.”  Richard Horner did his 
research project on Tony Hawk, a famous 
skateboarder who currently resides in 
San Diego.  Because Richard likes skate-
boarding, he wanted to fi nd a famous and 
infl uential person who shares something 
in common: skateboarding!  Richard 
learned that Tony began skateboarding 
when he was 9 years old and received 
more than 70 awards.  Since then, Tony 
Hawk has built his own company named 

Bird House to make skateboards and vid-
eo games.  Th ird grade student Richard 
Horner said, “I would make Tony Hawk 
very proud.”
 One of the greatest impacts that this 
project had was that spectators who 
visited the Living Museum also learned 
about infl uential people who have 
impacted America.  As they toured the 
Living Museum, spectators were given 
the opportunity to move freely and ask 
questions to the “Living Museum Indi-
vidual.”  Second grade student Teagan 
in Ms. Lathem’s class said, “Th is was 
fun and I learned a lot about diff erent 
people.”

(Courtesy photos) ^Briella Bailey portraying Sacagawa^Hailey Anderson portraying Amelia Earhart^Ameerah Abner portraying Rosa Parks

Living Museum
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M’s Mansion
Okinawa City
¥220,000/
month.
3 bed, 2 bath.
Easy access to 
Kadena AB.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Hill Home 
¥300,000/
month.
4 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths.
Stunning 
sunrise and 
sunset views.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Kaiho
¥162,000/
month.
2 bedrooms,
1 bath. 
Perfect 
bachelor 
pad close to 
Kadena.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Higa House
¥160,000/
month.
Close kadena 
gate 3.
All appliences 
preinstall.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Shima House 
¥160,000/
month.
4 bedrooms, 
1.5 baths. 
Spacious 
inviting single.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

S House 
¥320,000/
month.
3 bedrooms,
2 bath. 
Single home 
minutes away 
from Kadena.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808
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By Rick Rzepka
US Army Garrison - Okinawa
5/8/2015 - TORII STATION — 
Less than a week aft er the U.S. 
Army’s top NCO led the NCO 
Solarium 2015, senior Army 
NCOs from across Okinawa 
gathered at Torii Station May 8 
to discuss the way ahead for the 
backbone of the Army.
 Led by Command Sgt. Maj. 
Bryant Lambert, U.S. Army 
Pacifi c and Command Sgt. Maj. 
Eric C. Dostie, U.S. Army Japan 
& I Corps Forward, as well as 
Sergeants Major from 10th 
Support Group and U.S. Army 
Garrison Okinawa, the discus-
sion touched on a broad-array 
of issues likely to challenge the 
NCO Corps in the coming years.
 Key points included: talent 
management, professional 
development, training, vision/
branding and mission command.
 As the Army adapts to the 
fi scal uncertainties of sequestra-
tion, it aims to retain the best and 
the brightest through eff ective 
means. Th e new NCO evaluation 
report will be a forcing function 

of counseling, Lambert said.
 “… So out of those 10 
[Soldiers], maybe four will 
receive above center mass. So 
everybody else, you’re going to 
have to line those individuals up 
and tell them to their face, with 
honesty and candor, that [they] 
are number two, three, four and 
fi ve,” he said.
 Aft er the discussion, Lambert 
and Dostie received a tour of 
Army MWR, Torii Station, 
Okinawa facilities including 
the Warrior Zone, which is 
intended to keep Soldiers out 
of the barrracks and engaged in 
positive activities. 
 “Th e USAG - O Warrior Zone 
is a one-of-a-kind facility and is 
open 24/7 to service members 
here,” said Supervisory Librar-
ian, Casey Grimmer. “It’s an 
excellent place for Soldiers to 
relax and decompress,” he said.
 Lambert agreed that the 
quality-of-life that U.S. Army 
Garrison - Okinawa provides is 
top notch.
 “Th is place is a hidden trea-
sure,” he said.

(U.S. Army photo by Rick Pzepka)

^Command Sgt. Maj. Bryant Lambert, U.S. Army Pacifi c, receives a briefi ng from Library Supervisor Casey Grimmer at the Warrior Zone on Torii 
Station May 8 after holding a frank discussion about the way ahead for the NCO Corps with the island’s senior enlisted Soldiers.

Be, Know, Do: Top NCOs visit
US Army Garrison - Okinawa
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By Lt. j.g. Robert J. 
Valentich
Patrol Squadron 45
Public Affairs Offi ce
5/10/2015 — It was a humid, 
sunny Sunday morning when 
offi  cers and Sailors of Patrol 
Squadron (VP) 45 gathered in 
front of their hangar, eagerly 
anticipating the launch of 
the inaugural “45 for 45” ul-
tra-marathon. Cmdr. T.J. Grady, 
commanding offi  cer of VP-45, 
gave the signal to begin and the 
Pelicans of VP 45 took off  on a 
45-mile trek that would push 
most of them to a level many 
thought they would never reach.
 Th e Pelicans are currently 
mid-way through a seven 
month deployment to Kadena 
Air Base in Okinawa, Japan. As 

a culmination to Grady’s year as 
Commanding Offi  cer, he chal-
lenged VP-45 to run 45 miles, 
or 45k (27.9miles), or continu-
ally move (run/jog/walk) for 4.5 
hours over a week period from 
April 27 to May 3.
 Grady, an avid runner who 
has completed multiple ul-
tra-marathons, addressed the 
squadron and explained his 
rationale for attempting such a 
seemingly insurmountable feat.
 “When’s the last time you’ve 
really challenged yourself? I’m 
not talking about the last time 
you did something “hard.” 
I’m talking about the last time 
you attempted something you 
really weren’t sure you could 
accomplish,” said Grady. “Every 
time you accomplish something 
you weren’t sure was possible, 
you gain confi dence. Th e more 
challenging it was to accom-
plish, the more confi dence you 
gain. Confi dence breeds mental 
toughness. Th ose who are men-
tally tough succeed in life.”
 Some chose to spread their 
45 miles out over the course of 
the week, doing a few miles each 
day to achieve their goal. For 
the others, the week culminated 
with a 45 mile ultra-marathon 
on May 3, 2015, beginning at 6 
a.m. and ending when the last 
person crossed the fi nish line. 

 Th e course consisted of four 
laps around the entire base each 
11.25 miles in length. Th ree aid 
stations were set up along the 
route to provide water, Gatorade, 
and snacks to runners through-
out the day. Pelicans that chose 
not to run on the fi nal day vol-
unteered manning aid stations, 
ran as pacers, and monitored the 
course as safety observers.
 “It was a great day and just 
amazing to see people accom-
plishing things they hadn’t done 
before,” said Lt. Cmdr. Sean 
Mollahan, the command’s fi rst 
place fi nisher. “Th e Skipper 
is big on expectations and he 
made it clear what his vision 
was this week. He wanted peo-
ple to push themselves, and the 
Squadron did just that. I thank 
the Skipper for the opportunity 
to challenge myself during this 
ultra-marathon.”
 VP-45 strongly emphasizes 
physical fi tness as an integral 
part of overall mission readiness 
and consistently has excellent 
scores on the Navy-wide Phys-
ical Readiness Test.
 “I challenge myself on a 
regular basis, but the “45 for 45” 
motivated me to push myself 
even farther than I ever have 
before,” said Master Chief James 
Culverhouse. “Hopefully our 
Sailors see that this challenge 

isn’t just about how far or how 
fast you can run but more about 
pushing themselves to improve 
in everything they do on a daily 
basis.”
 Cmdr. Grady had these words 
for the men and women of VP-
45 who accepted the challenge, 
“Whether you worked out for 
45 minutes a day, ran 45k or 45 
miles for the week, or did all 45 
miles at once, I’m proud of you! 

If you didn’t achieve your goal, 
you tried your best and that’s all 
anyone can ask for. Not reaching 
your goal isn’t failure. Failure is 
never trying.”
 VP-45 is currently forward 
deployed to the 7th Fleet area 
of operations to ensure the U.S. 
is best postured to honor its 
security commitments and to 
contribute to regional security 
and stability.

(U.S. Navy photo)

^Sailors of Patrol Squadron (VP) 45 run the last stretch of a 45 mile ultra-marathon as part 
of the squadron’s inaugural “45 for 45” challenge at Kadena Air Base, May 3. Cmdr. T.J. Grady, 
commanding offi cer of VP-45, challenged the squadron to run 45 miles, or 45k (27.9miles), or 
continually move (run/jog/walk) for 4.5 hours over a week period from April 27 to May 3. 

Patrol Squadron 45 
Pelicans reach new strides



Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services would like 
to remind everyone to program their cell 
phones with the emergency numbers. To 
report an emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 
098-934-5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 
911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-
1911, or from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

May 22 PACAF Family Day closures
During the May 22 PACAF Family Day, the 
Airman and Family Readiness Center and 
Military Personnel Section will be closed. 
For more information, contact the individual 
offi ces.

New TRICARE Plus enrollment
The 18th Medical Group has opened 
enrollment into the TRICARE Plus program 
to qualifying members.  Tricare Plus gives 
members access to primary care at the 
Kadena clinic and assigns them a Primary 
Care Manager (PCM) upon enrollment. For 
more information about eligibility, email the 
TRICARE offi ce at 18mdg.healthrecords@
us.af.mil or call 630-4817 option 4, option 2.
 
Calling all Air Force women officers
The Kadena Chapter of the Air Force Women 
Offi cers Associated is looking for female 
offi cers of all ranks to join the local chapter. 
AFWOA’s purpose is to foster camaraderie, 
maintain ties between active and retired 
women offi cers, preserve history, promote 
recognition of the role of military women, and 
lend support to women engaged in education 
and training programs. Our goal is to create 
a network of female offi cers and fellowship, 
and to give back to the base and community. 
For more information or to become a member, 
contact Capt. Felecia Washington at felecia.
washington.2@us.af.mil or Maj. Tamala Gulley 
at tamala.gulley.1@us.af.mil.

New TRICARE Online (TOL) appointment 
reminders for all clinic appointments
New TRICARE Online (TOL) enhancements 
allow you to schedule text and email ap-

pointment reminders for all appointments, 
regardless of the booking mechanism. 
Whether booked via TOL, Kadena clinic’s 
appointment line, or in-person at the clinic, 
text and email reminders can be scheduled 
to help you manage your family’s medical ap-
pointments. For a quick video tutorial on how 
to set up your TOL appointment reminders 
visit TRICARE YouTube.

New COLA rate survey
The Living Pattern Survey (LPS), an important 
component in determining the Cost of Living 
Allowance (COLA) for Japan, began May 1, 
and will continue through May 22. The Defense 
Travel Management Offi ce conducts this online 
survey every three years and captures input 
from all service members and their families to 
establish where and how goods and services 
are purchased. To take the survey visit http://
www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/lps-japan.cfm 
If you have any questions, contact Finance 
customer service at 18cpts.fi nance@us.af.mil.
  
Temporary Road Closure of Okinawa 
and Naha Airport Expressways
Okinawa Expressway will be temporarily 
closed to traffi c from Naha (Exit No.1) to 
Nishihara ( Exit No.2) on Monday, 18 May from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. Naha Airport Expressway will 
also be temporarily closed from Haebaru-Kita 
(Exit No.A1) to Nishihara JCT (Exit No. 1-1) 
during the same time. The closures are taking 
place due to an unexploded ordnance disposal 
taking place at Sakata, Nishihara Town.

National anthem singers wanted
18th Wing Protocol is seeking talented 
vocalists to perform the national anthems 
at future events. Nominees will have a brief 
audition performing either the Japanese 
or American anthem or both. To audition, 
contact 18th Wing Protocol at 634-1808.
 
Kadena arrival, sign-in and in-processing 
(active duty Air Force personnel)
Upon arrival to Kadena AB, all Airmen must 
fi rst report to their respective unit’s Command 
Support Staff, intro manager or admin staff 
representative for initial duty assignment, 

notifi cation upon arrival or the next duty day 
after weekend arrival. After unit sign-in, report 
to the Kadena Military Personnel Section 
with completed IDA notifi cation for in-
processing. MPS in-processing is conducted 
Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. at MPS, Bldg. 721B, 
room H100. For more information, call MPS 
Customer Support at 634-4537.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Kadena’s 5/6 Monthly Meeting
The Kadena 5/6 Council is scheduled to host a 
monthly meeting May 20 at 6 a.m. There will be 
a 5K after words from Chief Master Sgt. Charles 
Hoffman, 18th Wing command chief. Meetings 
are open to all E-5s and E-6s of all branches, 
including E-5 selects. Fruit and water will be 
provided for the meeting and after the run.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Pacific Muscle Classic volunteer
The Schilling Community Center is looking 
for volunteers for tear down at the ninth 
annual Pacifi c Muscle Classic May 17. Check 
in is at 7:30 p.m. for tear down from 8-10 p.m. 
For more information, contact Bilgen Olsen 
at 634-0256.
 

Kadena High School Salsa dance teachers
Kadena High School is currently looking for 
volunteers to teach students how to Salsa 
dance.  One session would be required per 
class. There will be four classes throughout 
the morning and early afternoon.  Each class 
is 1.5 hours. For more information, contact 
Sergio Mednoza at Sergio.Mendoza@pac.
dodea.edu or call 090-6865-6495.
 
Volunteers needed to teach and 
supervise students at recess
Amelia Earhart Intermediate School is 
looking for volunteers to assist, teach and/or 
supervise students during recess activities. 
For more information, email Airman 1st Class 
David Homan at david.homan.3@us.af.mil or 
Senior Airman Kyle Greene at kyle.greene.3@
us.af.mil. No appointment is needed.
 
EASC seeking experienced cheer coaches
The Eagles All Star Cheer team is looking for 

experienced cheer and/or tumbling coaches 
for the current and upcoming cheer season. 
Cheer seasons run from September to May, 
and coaches are needed for all three teams: 
Minis, Juniors and Elites. If you are interested 
in volunteering for this demanding but 
rewarding opportunity, email EASCOkinawa@
hotmail.com.   
 
Amelia Earhart Intermediate School 
Homework Club
The Amelia Earhart Intermediate School 
is looking for volunteers to help with the 
Homework Club, every Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday from 3-4 p.m. The Amelia Earhart 
Intermediate School is looking for volunteers 
to assist, teach, and/or supervise students 
during recess activities from 11:15 a.m. to 
12:40 p.m. Monday through Friday. For more 
information, email Airman 1st Class David 
Homan at david.homan.3@us.af.mil, Senior 
Airman Kyle Greene at kyle.greene.3@us.af.
mil, or Virginia Turner atvirginia.turner@pac.
dodea.edu.

A.C.E. Gate 2 Clean-up
The next Gate 2 Clean-up is scheduled for 
May 24. Participants will meet on the dining 
patio behind Chili’s Too at 10 a.m. This event 
usually lasts about an hour and supplies are 
provided, if it is raining it will be cancelled. 
For more information, email Senior Airman 
Jason Dwyer at jason.dwyer@us.af.mil.

Okinawa STEM outreach volunteer 
opportunities
Okinawa STEM Outreach Volunteer Op-
portunities Okinawa Science Technology 
Engineering and Mathematics Outreach is 
looking for volunteers to assist with various 
STEM events and clubs on Kadena such as 
computer programming, AFA Cyber Patriot, 
3-D Printing, drone/UAVs, LEGO Robotics, 
and rocketry clubs hosted at Kadena Depart-
ment of Defense Schools and the Kadena 
Teen Center.  Group meetings are held from 
3:30-4:30 p.m. on the fi rst Thursday of every 
month at the Kadena Offi cer’s Club. For more 
information, visit www.okinawastem.org or 
email 18WG.Okinawa.STEM@us.af.mil.

To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil    NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.
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Online
Work Orders

For your convenience there is an online work order form for urgent and routine 
housing maintenance located at: http://www.kadena.af.mil/shared/media/
document/AFD-141022-064.pdf. Work order requests should be fully fi lled out on your 
home or work computer through email. Just select the submit button at the bottom of 
the page. (not tablet compatible) You will receive an email with the work order number 
following your work order request submission. Work orders are processed in the order 
in which they are received. The scheduler/Zone Controller for your housing will contact 
you to schedule a maintenance appointment prior to sending technicians.
Typhoon related work orders can be also be submitted online- (please specify if 
your maintenance need is typhoon related.)
**If you have an emergency maintenance need please call 634-4663 (HOME).
Housing Maintenance Service Call regular hours of operation for submitting all work 
orders:  0630-2330 Sunday-Saturday, 634-4663 (HOME), option 6. (Must be dialed 
through base operator 098-938-1111)
Between the hours of 2330-0630 only emergency service work orders will be taken 
by phone at  634-HOME,option 5  (i.e. problems that could cause loss of life, major 
property damage, serious damage affecting health, safety, security, and area-wide 
utility outages). (Must be dialed through base operator 098-938-1111)

Alternatively: you may submit a routine work order request to our org box at 718ces.
servicecall@us.af.mil. (Please include house number and unit, contact phone, name 
of sponsor and housing maintenance service need.)

www.kadena.af.mil
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By Tech. Sgt.
Kristine Dreyer
353rd Special Operations Group 
Public Affairs
5/11/2015 — Col. William C. 
Freeman assumed command 
of the 353rd Special Operations 
Group during a ceremony held 
May 8, 2015 at Kadena Air Base. 
 Maj. Gen. Morris E. Haase, 
Air Force Special Operations 
Command vice commander 
and presiding offi  cer, presented 
the guidon to Freeman during 
the ceremony. 
 Th e 353rd Special Operations 
Group, formerly commanded 
by Col. Ben Maitre, is com-
prised of nearly 800 Airmen 
and is AFSOC’s only Special 
Operations Group operating 

in the Department of Defense’s 
largest Area of Responsibility. 
 Aft er taking command, 
Freeman addressed the group 
recognizing the Airmen along 
with their families. 
 “Th ank you for your sacri-
fi ces and your passion to be the 
best,” Freeman said. “We are 
here because of the mission, 
but our success is due to the 
superior performance of our 
Airmen and the support of 
their families.”
 Th e group’s lineage began 
71 years ago with the 3rd Air 
Commando Group and contin-
ued into the Vietnam with the 
553rd Reconnaissance Wing. 
Freeman closed the ceremony 
by acknowledging the group’s 

past and present while looking 
toward the future. 
 “You honor the 3rd Air 
Commandos and the 553rd 
Batcats not only as the fi nest 
combat aviators, maintainers, 
and enablers in the world, but 
also the fi nest offi  cers, NCOs, 
and Airmen,” Freeman said. 
“Th ank you for your relentless 
drive to be the best and for 
constantly pushing each other 
to raise the Batcat Standard. I 
am truly humbled to now serve 
as your Commander. I’ll leave 
you with this quote: ‘Amateurs 
train until they get it right, 
Professionals train until they 
can’t get it wrong.’ Now, go out 
and honor those who have gone 
before us…as professionals.”

353rd SOG welcomes new commander

^Col. William C. Freeman accepts the guidon from Maj. Gen. Morris E. Haase, Air Force Special Operations Command vice commander, during 
an Assumption of Command ceremony held May 8 on Kadena Air Base.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Kristine Dreyer)

18th MDG welcomes 
Kadena leaders

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

Senior Airman Brandon Schleichert, 18th Medical Operations Squadron aerospace medical 
service journeyman, explains a nuchal transport system to Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th 
Wing commander, and Chief Master Sgt. Charles Hoffman, 18th Wing command chief, during 
their visit to the 18th Medical Group on Kadena Air Base, May 6. The visit gave Cornish and 
Hoffman a better understanding of the medical group’s mission and capabilities. 

Team Kadena spouses honored during 
military spouse appreciation day

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

Vanessa Marles, military 
spouse, elbows a guard pad 
at a self-defense class during 
Military Spouses Appreciation 
Day at the Risner Fitness 
Center on Kadena Air Base, 
May 8. Military Spouse 
Appreciation Day celebrates 
military spouses and their 
contributions to keeping our 
country safe. America’s military 
spouses are the backbone 
of the families who support 
our troops during missions, 
deployments and their 
reintegration into daily life.


