
By Airman 1st Class
Zade C. Vadnais
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/27/2015 — Leaders, veterans and active-
duty personnel from all branches of service 
on Okinawa gathered at Chapel 1 here to 
attend a Memorial Day ceremony May 25.
 Memorial Day is an annual holiday 
observed on the last Monday in May, and 
is a special day set aside to remember the 
brave men and women who have died 
while serving in the U.S. armed forces.
 “I think it’s especially important for 
us as active duty service members to 
commemorate the holidays like Memo-
rial Day and Veteran’s Day,” said Capt. 
Greyson Left wich, 18th Dental Squadron 
oral surgery element chief and Memorial 

Day ceremony planner. “We should take 
time to remember those who paved the 
way for us and made the ultimate sacri-
fi ce for our freedom.”
 Left wich went on to say that having 
veterans in attendance put the ceremony 
into perspective and served as a strong 
reminder of the day’s intent.
 “One of the veterans I spoke with said 
he’s come to every Memorial Day service 
since 1961,” Left wich said. “Th e enthu-
siasm was pretty evident, and I’m really 
glad they were here.”
 Th e ceremony included an invocation, 
a poetry reading, a wreath laying cere-
mony and a rendition of “Taps” by the 
Kadena Honor Guard.

By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/27/2015 — Th e 18th Wing 
hosted their second annual 
Safety Wingman Day May 21 to 
promote comprehensive Airman 
fi tness and safety for Kadena 
Airmen and their families.
 As with other similar events 
throughout the years, the day 
focused on individual and 
group safety throughout every-
day activities.
 However, Tech. Sgt. Erich 
Basler, 18th Wing Ground 

Safety specialist, said like last 
year, the event this year took a 
diff erent approach to teaching 
attending service members safe 
practices than the more tradi-
tional means from years before.
 “People were able to pay 
attention and talk to the experts 
at the booths,” Basler said. “It’s 
important because it gives us a 
chance to step back and see how 
things are properly done. It’s a 
good time to remember the rules 
and regulations that are there 
and how it should be done.”
 Th ough last year was the 

fi rst iteration of the new 
approach, Basler said this year’s 
turnout marked a momentous 
improvement on turnout and 
participation.
 “Last year was the fi rst year, 
and we had about 1,500 people,” 
he said, “but this year we had 
about 3,000. We also had twice 
as many booths compared to 
last year.”
 Th e day began with individ-
ual units meeting together to 
participate in command speci-
fi ed training.

Kadena promotes safety 
through annual fair

Kadena holds Memorial Day service, honors fallen

Team Kadena rucks for 
Bataan Death March POWs

SEE  SAFETY, PAGE 2

SEE  MEMORIAL DAY, PAGE 2(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zade C. Vadnais)

Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th Wing commander, 
speaks during a Memorial Day ceremony at 
Chapel 1 on Kadena Air Base, May 25. Cornish 
served as the guest speaker for the event, which 
is held annually to honor the men and women who 
have died while serving in the U.S. armed forces. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Maeson L. Elleman)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

^Approximately 50 bike riders participate in the semi-annual Motorcycle Safety Stand Down during the Wingman Safety Day at the 
Keystone Theater on Kadena Air Base, May 21. Bike riders paraded around Kadena Air Base led by an 18th Security Forces Squadron patrol 
car after a safety brief.

Staff Sgts. Adam Worcester and Sean Boes, both from the 353rd Special Operations Group, 
participate in an 8.5-mile march around the Kadena Air Base, fl ightline May 23. Military 
members from all branches of service on Okinawa, civilian government employees and their 
families participated in the march to commemorate the prisoners of war who were a part of 
the Battle of Bataan in the Philippines during World War II.

733rd
AMS runs
for fallen
‘Port Dawgs’

Airman carries the “Port Dawg Memorial Run” guidon as he participates in the 
second annual event on Kadena Air Base, May 21. The run, which is held on several 
bases around the world each year, was enacted to honor those from the career fi eld 
who have fallen since the last time the event was held.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Maeson L. Elleman)
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 In addition to the veterans 
and other distinguished guests 
from around Okinawa, Brig. 
Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th Wing 
commander, and Chief Master 
Sgt. Charles Hoff man, 18th 
Wing command chief, attended 
the ceremony.
 Both leaders spoke about the 
importance of remembering the 

sacrifi ces made by those who 
gave their lives in defense of 
their country and asked those in 
attendance to keep their families 
and friends in their prayers.
 “Th eir legacy exemplifi es the 
American spirit and all that we 
hold dear,” said Hoff man. “For 
their valor and selfl ess devotion 
to protect the country they 
loved, our nation owes them a 
debt we could never fully repay.”

 Later in the morning Safety 
Wingman Day featured a Safety 
Fair with static displays, food 
vendors, prize drawings and 
high-engagement booths that 
promoted safety, resiliency, 
personal and professional de-
velopment, and fun in a family 
friendly environment.
 “Safety is one aspect of 
wingman day,” said Lisa Valez, 
18th Wing community support 
coordinator. “Th ere’s this mis-
conception that we are all linear 
- this is my mission and that is 
your mission. Truly, to integrate 
the comprehensive Airman fi t-
ness principles we need to work 
collaboratively as a community. 
We can get a lot further working 
together. It’s better for the caring 
and keeping of our community.”
 Th e Safety Fair featured ac-
tivity booths and events such as 
emergency preparedness, water 
safety and a motorcycle parade 
that promoted motorcycle safety. 
Th e event also served as a kick-
off  to summer festivities and a re-
minder to maintain safe practices 
during favorite summer pastimes 

from diving to cookouts.
 According to Valez, what 
made the event a success wasn’t 
just the information, however. 
Instead, it was cooperation and 
interaction of the community 
that pushed the day forward.
 Th e fair was made possible 
by a coalition of multiple units, 
agencies and organizations on 
the installation.
 “What’s particularly exciting 
about Safety Wingman Day, is 
that as we came together and 
collaborated on promoting 
resilience, there’s so many ways 
to look at that,” Valez said. “We 
want to get out of the idea that 
it’s just this briefi ng with these 
PowerPoint slides and those 
two videos. Everyone came 
together to support this, rather 
than hosting a fair that you grab 
brochures at.”
 All of the training that day 
helped address the four pillars 
of Comprehensive Airman Fit-
ness: spiritual, physical, mental 
and social.
 Classes ranged from stress 
and risk management to better 
communication, from learning 

to save for a child’s college 
education to the threat of social 
media, and more.  Th e goal was 
to take comprehensive Airman 

fi tness from something to be 
taught to something that could 
be incorporated into the daily 
lives of the Kadena community.

 Also, during the fair, indi-
vidual resilience skills training 
courses were available every 
hour on the hour.
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zade C. Vadnais)

Timothy Goulah, 18th Force 
Support Squadron recreation 
assistant scuba instructor, 
explains scuba safety during 
the Wingman Safety Day at 
the Risner Fitness Center on 
Kadena Air Base, May 21.

^Capt. Emmanuel Okwaraocha, 18th Wing chaplain, provides the invocation during a 
Memorial Day ceremony at Chapel 1 on Kadena Air Base, May 25.

From a Joint Task Force
505 News Release
5/26/2015 - KATHMANDU, 
Nepal — Joint Task Force 505 
deactivated today aft er rede-
ploying from here and from 
Utapao Royal Air Field, Th ai-
land, in support of Operation 
Sahayogi Haat.
 Service members with the 
joint task force deployed to 
Nepal in support of multina-
tional humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief eff orts aft er 
a 7.8-magnitude earthquake 
caused widespread destruc-
tion across the mountainous 
country April 25.
 During Operation Sahayogi 
Haat — “Helping Hand” in Ne-
pali — the task force worked 
with personnel from 24 coun-

tries to limit further loss of life 
and human suff ering.
 In coordination with the 
Nepalese government and the 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development, the task force 
delivered about 120.2 tons 
of emergency relief supplies, 
including plastic sheeting, 
shelter kits, blankets, water, 
medical supplies, and emer-
gency and supplemental food. 
In addition to delivering aid, 
the task force transported 553 
personnel and conducted 69 
casualty evacuations.
Eff ort Involved 900 
Personnel
 About 900 U.S. military and 
civilian personnel from the 
Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Marine Corps contributed to 

the Nepal relief eff orts under 
Joint Task Force 505’s aus-
pices. About 300 of the task 
force’s personnel worked in 
Nepal, 320 at the main head-
quarters in Japan, and 280 at 
the intermediate staging base 
in Th ailand.
 Joint Task Force 505 con-
tributed three Marine Corps 
UH-1Y Huey helicopters and 
four Marine Corps MV-22B 
Osprey tiltrotor aircraft  to the 
relief eff ort throughout Nepal. 
Additionally, four Air Force 
C-17 Globemaster IIIs, four 
Air Force C-130 Hercules and 
four Marine Corps KC-130J 
Hercules aircraft , as well as 
various ground and aviation 
command and control assets, 
contributed to the eff ort. 

Nepal earthquake response 
task force deactivates
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By Senior Airman
Stephen G. Eigel
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/20/2015 — Raising morale 
and supporting Kadena’s war-
rior Airmen and their families 
are top priorities for the 18th 
Force Support Squadron here, 
and they take it very seriously.
 Th e 18th FSS runs many of 
the facilities where a majori-
ty of Kadena’s members spend 
their time and has reinvested 
more than $9 million into the 
community in the last year. All 
money earned by Kadena’s FSS 
programs gets put back into 
programs in order to revamp 
building and programs to help 
boost the morale of the base.
 “We put all of our proceeds we 
make back into the community, 
so everything we make goes back 
into Kadena,” said Christine 
Phillipp, 18th FSS Marketing 
director. “We revamp our own 
facilities, make better programs 
and off er discounted prices for 
Airmen. We do our best to make 
sure everyone is able to have a lot 
of fun and for a good price.”
 One of the biggest projects 
that Kadena’s FSS is current-
ly funding to help give back to 
the community is re-building 
the Rocker NCO Club which 
is scheduled to be torn down 
in January 2016 and completed 
over the course of two years.
 “We are actually knocking 
down the Rocker and re-build-
ing it from the ground up,” Phil-
lipp said. “It is a $49 million 

project funded completely by 
excess non-appropriated fund 
dollars that we have earned, and 
all services off ered at the Rocker 
will still be off ered in diff erent 
locations.”
 With the 18th FSS having 
around 2,500 employees, more 
than 400 facilities and about 
60 unique programs and busi-
nesses, they are the biggest force 
support squadron for any Air 
Force base in the world.
 Being so large allows them 
to off er an extensive amount of 
programs ranging  from the Sin-
gle Airman Program to the Aero 
Club, where military members 
and their families can go on an 
island orientation tour or even 
earn their private pilot’s license.
 “Th e Schilling Community 
Center puts on the Single Airman 
Program which is huge because 
anybody who is unaccompanied 
here can go on deeply discount-
ed tours thanks to the money 
we get back,” Phillipp said. “It’s 
practically pennies for them to 
go on these tours, and they are 
diff erent than our normal tours, 
so they can go go-karting, go on 
a Battle of Okinawa tour, or even 
get scuba certifi ed.”
 In addition to all of the pro-
grams and tours on- and off -is-
land, the 18th FSS is in charge of 
running the Risner Fitness Cen-
ter, bowling alley, enlisted and 
offi  cer clubs, Auto Hobby shop 
and many more.
 Because the 18th FSS has so 
many restaurants and clubs, they 

also do their part to make sure 
everyone makes it home safely 
through their free taxi program.
 “Our taxi program ensures 
customers at our clubs and 
restaurants that serve alcohol 
have a last ditch option to get 
home safely,” said Gordon Mur-
dock, 18th FSS community ser-
vices fl ight chief. “Of course we 
hope they have a plan, a desig-
nated driver, enough cash left  
over to catch a taxi home, or 
even call AADD, but when our 
guests contact a club or restau-
rant manager, we’ll ensure they 
have a safe ride home.”

 Th e reality is that the 18th FSS 
makes contact with most base 
personnel on a regular basis.
 “Our mission is to take care 
of people,” said Murdock. “Be-
cause we provide such a diverse 
set of services from childcare 
to mortuary services, we of-
ten couch our mission as being 
‘from cradle to grave.’
 “Our hope is that our in-
vestment in programs, services 
and products are meeting the 
needs of the community,” Mur-
dock continued. “We hope we 
bring them a taste of home and 
help make their time overseas a 

memorable one.”
 Kadena’s FSS receives thou-
sands of comment cards each 
year thanking them for mak-
ing their day a little brighter, 
bringing a taste of home to the 
challenge of overseas service, or 
simply just providing great cus-
tomer service.
 However, to Murdock it’s just 
part of the job. 
 “It’s what we do,” said Mur-
dock.
 To see all that the 18th FSS 
has to off er and check out what 
interests you, visit http://kade-
nafss.com/.

18th Force Support Squadron  takes care of Kadena

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)

^Kim Tato, 18th Force Support Squadron information, tickets, and travel desk clerk, helps a military member set up an on-island tour on Kadena 
Air Base, May 20.
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By Terri Moon Cronk
Defense Media Activity
5/21/2015 - WASHINGTON — 
Defense Department eff orts in 
Nepal to mitigate future disaster 
impact likely lessened the scale 
of the humanitarian disaster 
following the Himalayan moun-
tain nation’s recent earthquakes, 
the deputy assistant secretary of 
defense for stability and human-
itarian aff airs said on Capitol 
Hill yesterday.
 Anne A. Witkowsky testifi ed 
before the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee’s Asia and Pa-
cifi c subcommittee on DOD’s 
eff orts in the earthquake re-
sponse, dubbed Operation Sa-
hayogi Haat.
 “[DoD] has a long history 
of military-to-military engage-
ment in Nepal,” she said. DoD’s 
work in Nepal began well be-
fore the April 25 magnitude-7.8 
earthquake there, Witkowsky 
told the panel, as the depart-
ment had set up an earth-
quake-resistant blood bank, 
emergency operations centers 
and other facilities.
 Th e U.S. military also pro-
vided training for the Nepalese 
military on techniques to quick-

ly repair Nepal’s main airport 
runways and engaged in bilat-
eral disaster-reduction exercises 
with them, she added.
DoD Responded Immediately
 Just hours aft er the earth-
quake, Defense Secretary Ash 
Carter directed DoD personnel 
to respond to the crisis, Witkow-
sky said. Two special operations 
teams already in Nepal quickly 
began carrying out life-saving 
relief and medical support, she 
noted.
 U.S. Air Force C-17 Globe-
master III aircraft  provided 
transportation for the U.S. 
Agency for International Devel-
opment’s disaster response team 
and urban search and rescue 
teams, Witkowsky said. Mean-
while, U.S. Pacifi c Command 
deployed a 20-person joint hu-
manitarian assessment team to 
provide expertise to the USAID 
team and frame military re-
quirements, she said.
Damage Assessment Brought 
in More Help
 Once U.S. military forces 
assessed the scale of the disas-
ter, it was clear more support 
was necessary, Witkowsky said. 
“Rotary-wing airlift  and air-

fi eld-management specialists, in 
particular, were needed to help 
in the increasingly backlogged 
international airport,” she told 
the panel.

 DoD, in support of USAID 
and the State Department, re-
sponded swift ly to assist the 
Nepalese government, Witkow-
sky said. “Th e relief eff orts high-

light the unique capabilities the 
department can bring to bear in 
the U.S. government’s response 
to natural disasters and human 
crises,” she added.

18th MXG change of command353rd Special Operations Support 
Squadron welcomes new leadership

Col. Timothy J. Burke, newly appointed commander of the 18th Maintenance Group, receives the 18th MXG 
guidon from Brig. Gen. Barry R. Cornish, 18th Wing commander, during a change of command ceremony on 
Kadena Air Base, May 21. Burke comes from the Pentagon, Washington D.C., where he served as the Joint 
Staff Maintenance Division chief.

Lt. Col. Brent Nestor, 353rd Special Operations Support Squadron incoming commander, accepts the guidon 
from Lt. Col. John Trube, 353rd Special Operation Group deputy commander, during a Change of Command 
ceremony held May 21, on Kadena Air Base. The 353rd SOSS executes operations, planning, intelligence, 
and communications support functions for the 353rd SOG. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zackary A. Henry)(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Kristine Dreyer)

DoD likely lessened Nepal quake’s effects, official says

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Isaac Ibarra)

^U.S. Marine Cpl. Brian Schmidt helps an earthquake victim on a UH-1Y Huey helicopter while transporting her to safety during Operation 
Sahayogi Haat in Nepal, May 19. 
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By Staff Sgt.
Marcus Morris
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/20/2015 — During an F-15 
Eagle pre-fl ight inspection, a 
crew chief discovers a crack in 
the paint. Because fl aws in air-
craft  components can be poten-
tially catastrophic, he strips it 
down to bare metal and calls the 
18th Equipment Maintenance 
Squadron Nondestructive In-
spection Flight.
 NDI uses several techniques 
to check the structural integri-
ty of metal aircraft  components 
and ground equipment without 
impairing their future function-
ality. Using these techniques, 
they ensure vehicles tools, and 
parts are safe from unseen 
threats.
 “We are preventative mainte-
nance, said Tech. Sgt. Tobi Wil-
son, 18th EMS NDI craft sman. 
“We do not turn wrenches over 
here, and we don’t fi x anything, 

so a lot of people compare us to 
quality assurance, but we are in-
spectors. We are the fi rst go-to 
shop when agencies think there 
is a crack or fi nd something 
wrong. We will let them know if 
the part is serviceable, and then 
the other appropriate agencies 
will come out and fi x it if it’s not.”
 Most cracks are microscop-
ic, but even a small crack could 
ultimately bring down a full air-
craft  if missed. NDI’s range of 
specialized equipment, such as 
eddy current, X-ray, dye pene-
trant and ultra-sonic scanners 
allow NDI to check the surface 
and subsurface of parts for these 
nearly invisible fl aws, saving the 
military money by identifying 
defects before they become ma-
jor problems.
 Besides searching for cracks, 
NDI also tests aircraft  oil with 
their Joint Oil Analysis Program, 
which is standardized across the 
services. NDI checks oil before it 

is used to make sure there are no 
harmful chemicals mixed in and 
again aft er fl ight to identify po-
tential problems with an engine.
 “Th ey’ll take oil samples and 
we analyze them to let them 
know if there is anything break-
ing down in that engine,” said 
Wilson. “If one of the elements 
has peaked, based on the trend 
we have for that particular en-
gine, they will not fl y that aircraft  
that day until we determine what 
is going on with that engine, 
because we don’t want to send 
anything up in the air if there is 
something wrong with it.”
 Not only does NDI test more 
than 3,500 in-shop parts and 
aircraft  per year for the agen-
cies on Kadena, they also sup-
port the other U.S. services on 
the island including the Marine 
Corps, the Navy and the Army.
 “We’ve helped Futenma and 
been up to White Beach and 
we help every other base on 

the island if they need it,” said 
Wilson. “We do the JOAP for 
the Marines’ Ospreys and the 
UH-60 Blackhawk for the Army 
folks here, and we’ve done weld 
certifi cations for the Marines. 
Sometimes they do have their 
version of us, but if they don’t 
or they’re lacking certain equip-
ment, then they come to us to 
see if we can help.”
 Wilson went on to say that 
NDI is critical to the mission, 
because aircraft  cannot fl y their 
next sortie until NDI tells them 
that their engines are okay to fl y, 
so that is one of their more crit-
ical programs they have.
 Last November, the NDI up-
graded their X-ray system from 
manually processing fi lm to a 
digital version. Th is allowed 
them to cut most of their silver 
recovery program and removed 
jamming issues with the old 
machine.
 “Th is new machine saves us 

a lot of hours and money,” said 
Staff  Sgt. Charles Sothikhoun, 
18th EMS NDI technician. “We 
now use plates that hold the 
imagery that can be used up to 
1000 times each and we can dig-
itally zoom in on an image and 
change the sharpness, contrast 
or brightness allowing us to see 
more details and fi nd FOD [for-
eign object debris] easier. With 
the old fi lm, we had to look re-
ally hard with a magnifying glass 
to fi nd cracks or FOD, and if the 
fi lm was too exposed or too dark, 
we would have to reshoot it.” 
 Sothikhoun closed by saying 
his favorite part about NDI is 
being able to go to all the diff er-
ent aircraft  and work on them 
with all of their equipment and 
techniques.
 Th e Airmen in NDI use their 
knowledge to keep Okinawa’s 
aircraft  and equipment oper-
ational in support of missions 
throughout the Pacifi c Air Force.

NDI has mettle to find metal cracks 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Marcus Morris) 

^Airman Kedin O’Leary, 18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron Nondestructive Inspection technician, uses metallic colored dye and a magnetic particle inspector to 
fi nd cracks on metal equipment on Kadena Air Base, May 19. The inspector detects concentrations of the dye in the metal, often illuminating cracks or defects in the parts.

^Airman 1st Class William Ivey, 18th Equipment Maintenance 
Squadron Nondestructive Inspection technician, checks an aircraft 
part for cracks at the NDI shop on Kadena Air Base, May 19. NDI 
uses multimillion-dollar equipment including an X-ray machine and 
a special dye that glows under a black light to inspect the integrity of 
roughly 500 parts a month. 

 Airman 1st 
Class William Ivey, 
18th Equipment 
Maintenance 
Squadron 
Nondestructive 
Inspection 
technician, uses 
an eddy current 
fl aw detector to 
inspect an aircraft 
bracket for cracks 
on Kadena Air 
Base, May 19. 
Flaw detectors 
help fi nd defects in 
aircraft materials 
and surfaces the 
human eye can’t 
see by using 
electric pulses 
between the 
device and the 
object.

^
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NCO Academy Class 15-4 graduates
John L. Levitow Honor Graduate Award
Tech. Sgt. Jessica Player, 374th Force Support Squadron, Yokota Air 
Base, Japan

Academic Achievement Award
Tech. Sgt. Errol Catanes, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan

Commandant Award
Tech. Sgt. Justin McDonald, 374th Security Forces Squadron Yokota 
Air Base, Japan

Distinguished Graduat Awards
Tech. Sgt. Errol Catanes, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Justin McDonald, 374th Security Forces Squadron, 
Yokota Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Matthew Peacock, U.S. Air Force Band of the Pacifi c-Asia, 
Yokota Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Shalicia Wright, 374th Airlift Wing, Yokota Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Diedra Wilson, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Steven Bruner, 374th Security Forces Squadron Yokota 
Air Base, Japan

Graduates
Tech. Sgt. Rustin Alton, 35th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Misawa Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Tristin Bailey, 35th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Misawa Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Sandra Ballard, 35th Fighter Wing, Misawa Air Base, 
Japan
Tech. Sgt. Michelle Barboza, 18th Wing, Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Timothy Berlinski, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Jason Brown, 736th Security Forces Squadron, Andersen 
Air Force Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. Steven Bruner, 374th Security Forces Squadron, Yokota 
Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Sean Buchanan, 961st Airborne Air Control Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Errol Catanes, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Rosemarie Ching, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron, Kadena 
Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Benjamin Condie, 353rd Special Operations Maintenance 
Squadron, Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Patrick Connell, 35th Maintenance Group, Misawa Air 
Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Muriel Diaz, 35th Force Support Squadron, Misawa Air 
Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Darren Dobelman, 730th Air Mobility Squadron, Yokota Air 
Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Allan Doctor, 374th Medical Support Squadron, Yokota Air 
Base, Japan

Tech. Sgt. Dale Dominguez, 374th Security Forces Squadron, Yokota 
Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Shawn Duenas, 734th Air Mobility Squadron, Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. Moses Ellis, 374th Communications Squadron, Yokota Air 
Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Jovan Ferris, 18th Logistics Readines Squadron, Kadena 
Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Miguel Figueroa, 374th Communications Squadron, 
Yokota Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Justin Fox, 18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. John Freeling, 374th Contracting Squadron, Yokota Air 
Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Nathan Gainey, 18th Logistics Readines Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Fred Garcia, 36th Munitions Squadron, Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. Michael Greene, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Carlos Hernandez, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron, Kadena 
Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Richard Higgins, 36th Maintenance Group, Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. Melissa Hookfi n, 35th Fighter Wing, Misawa Air Base, 
Japan
Tech. Sgt. Christopher Huber, 909th Air Refueling Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Jeremy Hussey, 374th Aerospace Medicine Squadron, 
Yokota Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Jason Hutchison, 35th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Misawa Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. William Hyche, 554th Red Horse Squadron, Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. Steven Jackson, 374th Maintenance Squadron, Yokota Air 
Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Adam Janquart, 18th Component Maintenance Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Timothy Johansen, 36th Medical Operations Squadron, 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. Esequiel King, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron, Kadena Air 
Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Jason Leal, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron, Kadena Air 
Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Cody Lefever, 353rd Special Operations Support 
Squadron, Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Joshua Lucero, 374th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Yokota Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Melvin Marshall, 18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Justin McDonald, 374th Security Forces Squadron, 
Yokota Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. June Mendez, 18th Aerospace Medicine Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Reginald Mendoza, 374th Maintenance Group, Yokota Air 
Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Daniel Metz, 374th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Yokota 
Air Base, Japan

Tech. Sgt. Hugo Montanezsantos, 35th Maintenance Squadron, 
Misawa Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. John Mutuc, 18th Medical Support Squadron, Kadena Air 
Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Jason Napoleoni, 374th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 
Yokota Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Ryan Naputi, 18th Maintenance Group, Kadena Air Base, 
Japan
Tech. Sgt. Rachel Newman, 353rd Spec Operations Maintenance 
Squadron, Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Juan Ortiz, 18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Kadena 
Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Matthew Parker, 374th Communications Squadron, Yokota 
Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. John Parker, 35th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Misawa 
Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Matthew Peacock, U.S. Air Force Band of the Pacifi c-Asia, 
Yokota Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Edward Perez, 18th Operations Support Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Jessica Player, 374th Force Support Squadron, Yokota Air 
Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Gabriel Polanco, 353rd Special Operations Maintenance 
Squadron, Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Christopher Poppell, 18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Chona Quemado, 36th Medical Support Squadron, 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. Jennifer Ross, 320th Special Tactics Squadron, Kadena 
Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Thomas Runnels, 353rd Special Operations Support 
Squadron, Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Bryan Scroggs, 734th Air Mobility Squadron, Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. Nathan Stanley, 33rd Rescue Squadron, Kadena Air 
Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Nicholas Sweetman, 374th Aerospace Medicine 
Squadron, Yokota Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Constance Toliver, 36th Security Forces Squadron, 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. Shirley Velez Nicholas, 36th Medical Support Squadron, 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. Ivory Wilds, 36th Airlift Squadron, Andersen Air Force 
Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. Kelly Williams, 36th Medical Operations Squadron, 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. Diedra Wilson, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Nicholaus Wilson, 35th Maintenance Squadron, Misawa 
Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Wayland Wong, 374th Communications Squadron, Yokota 
Air Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Jermaine Wright, 18th Munitions Squadron, Kadena Air 
Base, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Shalicia Wright, 374th Airlift Wing, Yokota Air Base, Japan

By 18th Wing Public Affairs
5/28/2015 — Congratulations to the following graduates 
of NCO Academy Class 15-4:
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By Airman 1st Class
Bonnie Grantham
319th Air Base Wing Public Affairs
5/15/2015 - GRAND FORKS AIR 
FORCE BASE, N.D. — Nearly 5 million 
people in the United States are treated for 
skin cancer each year, and in the past three 
decades more people have had skin cancer 
than all other cancers combined.
 May is Skin Cancer Awareness Month, 
and during this time it is important to de-
velop habits that can prevent skin cancer 
and also learn the facts and how to screen 
for skin cancer.
 “It’s really important to monitor your 
skin from head to toe throughout the year to 
look for any suspicious lesions,” said Lt. Col. 
Joanne Ruggeri, 319th Medical Group chief 
of health care integrations. “You have to take 
note of any new moles or growths that begin 
to develop or change signifi cantly in size.”
 Th e most common forms of skin cancer 
are squamous cell and basal cell carcino-
ma, said Capt. (Dr.) Garrett Parker, 319th 
Medical Operations Squadron general 
medical offi  cer. Th ese are named aft er the 
layers of skin that they inhabit.
 Th e third type of skin cancer is melano-
ma. Melanoma can progress quickly and 
become metastatic, which means it can 
spread to other sites in the body. It is the 
deadliest form of skin cancer, depending 
on how long it has gone unnoticed and 
how deep into the skin it is embedded.
 “If you have a superfi cial melanoma 
that’s just growing right on the surface, 
that one can be cut out,” said Parker. “If 
you have one that’s even a few millimeters 
that’s grown down, which can happen in a 
few months, then your chance of fi ve-year 
survival plummets.”
 When scanning for skin cancer, specif-
ically melanoma, there are fi ve factors to 

take into account: asymmetry, border, col-
or, diameter and evolving.
· Asymmetry: “If you draw a line in the 
middle of the mole and the two halves are 
not alike, there could be a problem there 
with the change in its shape,” said Ruggeri.
· Border: Th e borders of early melanoma 

tend to be uneven, and the edges may 
be scalloped or notched.

· Color: If the mole has a variety of col-
ors, or is red, blue or some other color, 
that could be an indication of melano-
ma as well.

· Diameter: “If it’s bigger than a pencil 
eraser, and if it starts to get bigger in 
size, then that’s a sign,” said Ruggeri.

· Evolving: Any change in size, shape, 
color, elevation or any new symptoms 
such as bleeding, itching or crusting 
points to danger.

 One of the best ways to prevent skin 
cancer is to stay out of the sun’s rays, espe-
cially from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 “If your shadow is shorter than you are, 
then chances are you’re in some of the 
sun’s most harmful rays,” said Parker.
 If you can’t avoid the sun between those 
times, then you should be wearing a hat, 
sunglasses and either a long-sleeve shirt or 
sunscreen.
 Another important step to preventing 
skin cancer is to kick the tanning bed habit. 
According to www.skincancer.org, one in-
door UV tanning session increases users’ 
risk of developing squamous cell carcino-
ma by 67 percent and basal cell carcinoma 
by 29 percent. People who use tanning beds 
before the age of 35 are 75 percent more 
likely to get melanoma. More people de-
velop skin cancer because of tanning than 
develop lung cancer because of smoking.
 “Some states are thinking of outlawing 
tanning beds because they’re so harmful,” 

said Parker. “You’re not guessing about the 
harm [they cause], it’s been proven.”
 In the past three decades, the number 
of cases of skin cancer has risen, specifi -
cally instances of melanoma. Melanoma is 
responsible for 75 percent of skin cancer 
deaths, according to Parker.
 “Th e only thing that doctors know right 

now to prevent skin cancer is to avoid UV 
exposure; stay out of the sun and stay out 
of tanning beds,” said Parker. “Supervisors 
should take these recommendations to 
heart and remind their Airmen.”
 For more information about skin can-
cer, talk to your healthcare provider or vis-
it www.cancer.org or www.skincancer.org.

Screening out the bad rays

(Informational fl yer provided by the 319th Medical Group on Grand Forks Air Force Base, N.D.)

M’s Mansion
Okinawa City
¥220,000/
month.
3 bed, 2 bath.
Easy access to 
Kadena AB.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Hill Home 
¥300,000/
month.
4 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths.
Stunning 
sunrise and 
sunset views.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Kaiho
¥162,000/
month.
2 bedrooms,
1 bath. 
Perfect 
bachelor 
pad close to 
Kadena.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Higa House
¥160,000/
month.
Close kadena 
gate 3.
All appliences 
preinstall.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Shima House 
¥160,000/
month.
4 bedrooms, 
1.5 baths. 
Spacious 
inviting single.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

S House 
¥320,000/
month.
3 bedrooms,
2 bath. 
Single home 
minutes away 
from Kadena.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808
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By Secretary of the Air Force 
Public Affairs
5/21/2015 - WASHINGTON — Th e Air 
Force offi  cially released the Strategic Mas-
ter Plan (SMP) May 21, which is the latest 
in a series of strategic documents designed 
to guide the organizing, training and equip-
ping of the force over the coming decades.
 Th e SMP builds on the strategic impera-
tives and vectors described in the capstone 
document, America’s Air Force: A Call to 
the Future, released last summer. From this 
guidance, the SMP articulates 12 strategic 
goals for the institution, with supporting 
objectives and tasks laid out for each goal.
 Primarily written for Air Force planners, 
this document bridges the gap between 
broader ideas and activities required to 
realize the strategic vision. Th e Air Force 
chief of staff  lauded the document as the 
fi rst of its kind in its comprehensiveness 
and relevance.
 “One of the most important things 
the Strategic Master Plan accomplishes is 
tightening the alignment of our planning 
activities across the Air Force toward 
a common set of goals,” said Air Force 
Chief of Staff  Gen. Mark A. Welsh III. 

“Th e outcome of this integrated planning 
activity will be options for concepts, 
capabilities and policies that will deliver 
the force we need for the fast-paced future 
within a resource-constrained plan. If we 
can’t aff ord it, it doesn’t go in the plan.”
 In addition to the core document, there 
are four distinct annexes that provide more 
in-depth and specifi c planning guidance: 
Human Capital Annex, Strategic Posture 
Annex, Capabilities Annex and Science & 
Technology (S&T) Annex.
 Th e Human Capital Annex addresses 
recruiting, retaining and developing Airmen, 
as well as talent management — all with 
an eye toward the future that will demand 
increased diversity and inclusiveness to 
achieve collective innovative potential. 
In addition, it continues the emphasis on 
integrating all elements of the Air Force 
total force in an eff ective manner.
 Th e secretary of the Air Force said she 
appreciates the utility of such a document, 
and recognizes an opportunity to aff ect 
real change for the future.
 “Th e Human Capital Annex captures 
our eff orts to think strategically about our 
Airmen and posture them for success in a 

dynamic, uncertain future,” said Secretary 
of the Air Force Deborah Lee James. “Th e 
ideas in the annex will not only serve our 
Airmen but we foresee the opportunity to 
integrate our eff orts with (Defense) Secre-
tary Carter’s ‘Force of the Future’ initiative 
that is just getting off  the ground.”
 Th e Strategic Posture Annex describes 
how the Air Force will enhance its ability 
to present forces, project power, increase 
resiliency in its installations and strengthen 
international partnerships — all necessary 
to succeed in the future environment.
 Th e classifi ed Capabilities Annex iden-
tifi es the enterprise-wide capability gaps, 
prioritized and sequenced over time, that 
drive Air Force-wide planning activities. 
Th e annex also reinvigorates development 
planning — a process by which concepts 
that span several functional areas can be 
explored and war-gamed; and robust ex-
perimentation, modeling and simulation, 
rapid prototyping and demonstrations 
will deliver evidence-based, fully vetted 
capability options for senior leaders to 
consider for investment.
 Th is process is currently underway, with 
an Enterprise Capability Collaboration 

Team (E-CCT) investigating air superiority 
options for 2030 and beyond.
 Th e S&T Annex is also classifi ed, and de-
scribes the major eff orts underway, as well as 
their linkage to capability gaps and potential 
“game-changing” concepts for the future.
 Th e release of the SMP is the culmina-
tion of nine months of development and 
collaboration across the Air Force. Th e 
process was overseen by the Offi  ce of the 
Deputy Chief of Staff  for Strategic Plans 
and Requirements (A5/8). Th e plan will 
be updated every two years to refl ect ap-
propriate changes and/or progress toward 
the Air Force strategic goals.
 Th e Air Force describes the process as 
at least as important as the product.
 “Th is fi rst version of the Strategic Master 
Plan is by no means perfect, but it provides 
the foundation upon which we can build 
a powerful process,” said Maj. Gen. David 
Allvin, the director of strategy, concepts and 
assessments. “We’ll learn as we go, and every 
revision will be better than the previous one.
 “Th e result — if we stick with it — will 
be a plan that evolves with the strategic 
environment into a logical, defensible, 
consistent path to develop an agile, 
inclusive force to deliver Global Vigilance-
Global Reach-Global Power — now and 
well into the future.”

By Secretary of the Air 
Force Public Affairs
5/21/2015 - WASHINGTON 
— Technical sergeant promo-
tion selection results, originally 
scheduled for release May 28, 
will be delayed to enable the Air 
Force to continue to validate 
extensive system changes to the 
Weighted Airman Promotion 

System, offi  cials announced.
 Th e 15E6 technical sergeant 
promotion cycle is the fi rst to 
incorporate recent changes 
in the enlisted evaluation and 
promotion system.  Recent al-
terations aff ecting this promo-
tion cycle include changes in 
the WAPS calculation, revised 
points for time in service and 

time in grade, EPR point value 
of 250 points, and the inclusion 
of up to the last three enlisted 
performance reports of person-
nel with weighted factors since 
becoming TIS/TIG eligible for 
promotion.  
 “Because changes to the pro-
cess are signifi cant, we are test-
ing every aspect of the system 

to ensure accuracy,” said Lt. 
Gen. Sam Cox, Air Force Depu-
ty Chief of Staff  for Manpower, 
Personnel and Services. “Antic-
ipated sew-on dates for this list 
will begin in August and there-
fore the delay will not aff ect ac-
tual promotion dates.  Airmen 
who are selected for technical 
sergeant will still sew on based 

on their line number and in 
sync with the normal cycle.”
 Once the validation is com-
plete, Air Force offi  cials will an-
nounce the promotion results 
release date on www.af.mil and 
www.afpc.af.mil. In addition, 
Airmen can monitor myPers 
for updates at https://mypers.
af.mil.

Air Force releases Strategic Master Plan

TSgt promotion release delayed to allow system validation
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ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE, Guam 
— Andersen Air Force Base Honor 
Guard, the “Blue Knights,” pays tribute 
to the fallen with a fi ring party sequence 
May 25, during a Memorial Day ceremo-
ny at the Guam Veteran Cemetery in Piti. 
Members from each branch of service 
and government organizations worked 
together to honor the sacrifi ces made 
by all U.S. veterans, past and present.

KUNSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Korea 
— Lt. Gen. Terrence O’Shaughnessy, 7th 
Air Force and Air Component Command 
U.S. Forces Korea/U.S. Combined Forces 
commander, transfers command to Col. 
Jeremy “Wolf” Sloane, 8th Fighter Wing 
commander, during the 8th FW change of 
command ceremony at Kunsan Air Base, 
May 21. Approximately 600 Wolf Pack Air-
men looked on as Col. Ken Ekman, “Wolf” 
54, relinquished command to Sloane.

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Marines 
from the Heavy Helicopter Squadron 
465, Marine Corps Air Station Mira-
mar, California, gather in the Samurai 
Fitness Center May 15, at Yokota Air 
Base. Th e Marines utilized the gym 
as temporary lodging while their air-
craft  received required maintenance. 

JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICH-
ARDSON, Alaska — A Tactical Air 
Control Party specialist with Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson’s 3rd Air Support 
Operations Squadron, jumps out of 
a UH-60 Black Hawk during Kodiak 
Solstice jump week on JBER Th ursday. 
Kodiak Solstice was hosted by the 3rd 
ASOS and integrated Soldiers from the 
1st Battalion (Airborne), 501st Infantry 
Regiment, 4th Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team (Airborne), 25th infantry Division. 

EIELSON AIR FORCE BASE, Alas-
ka — F-16 Fighting Falcon aircraft  
assigned to the 113th Wing, District of 
Columbia Air National Guard fl y over 
Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska May 14, 
2015, during a RED FLAG-Alaska 15-2 
mission. Th e Joint Pacifi c Alaska Range 
Complex provides a realistic training 
environment and allows commanders 
to train for full spectrum engagements, 
ranging from individual skills to com-
plex, large-scale joint engagements.

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE, Guam 
— Capt. Alexander Barwikowski (right), 
B-52 Stratofortress weapons system offi  -
cer with the 20th Expeditionary Bomb 
Squadron, guides representatives with 
the House Armed Services Committee 
during a tour of the aircraft ’s bomb bay, 
May 24, at Andersen Air Force Base. 
Congress members visited the bases to 
gain a better understanding of current 
rebalance eff orts in the Pacifi c region.

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan — Capt. 
Wes Spurling, 8th Operations Support 
Squadron operations fl ight commander 
assigned to Kunsan Air Base, Republic 
of Korea, simulates fl ying in a hypoxia 
familiarization trainer at Misawa AB, 
May 20. Pilots are required to participate 

in this training to understand how their 
bodies react to a defi cient amount of ox-
ygen reaching their body, called hypoxia. 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Peter 
Frandsen, 374th Dental Squadron, hits 
a ball over the net during a volleyball 
game against the 374th Logistic Readiness 
Squadron team May 21, during Airman 
Appreciation Day at Yokota Air Base.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Jordyn Fetter) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. William Banton) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Divine Cox) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Desiree Economides) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Miguel Lara III) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Alexander W. Riedel) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Robert Hicks)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman David Owsianka)

Hypoxia training 
ensures symptom 
familiarization

Colonel Sloane takes 
command of the Wolf Pack

3rd ASOS conducts 
joint ‘jump week’ with 1 
Geronimo troops

Yokota supports 
transient Marines

RED FLAG-Alaska 15-2 
simulates combat sorties

House Armed Services 
Committee members 
engage with Team 
Andersen

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii — A F-22 Raptor, from the Hawaiian Raptors, prepares 
to receive fuel during an in-air refueling from a KC-135R Stratotanker from the 96th Air Refueling Squadron 
over Hawaii, May 19. The F-22 is the Air Force’s fi fth generation fi ghter aircraft that combination of stealth, 
supercruise, maneuverability, and integrated avionics, coupled with improved supportability, represents an 
exponential leap in warfi ghting capabilities. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Aaron Oelrich)

Refueling over Hawaii

Yokota strengthens 
camaraderie during 
appreciation day

Veterans honored during 
Memorial Day ceremony



Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services would like to 
remind everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-
5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For 
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 
from an offi ce phone, dial 911.
  
Change in Loan Closet hours
Effective June 1, the Loan Closet, located in 
Airman and Family Readiness Center, Bldg. 
220, will be open from 1-4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. For more information, call 
Lorrie Perkins at 634-3366.
 
Education Center Office closure
The Education Center will be closed June 4 
from noon to 4:30 p.m. due to the Community 
College of the Air Force Graduation ceremony 
at the Keystone Theater. Regular business 
will remain in effect from 8 a.m. to noon. 
For more information, call the Education 
Offi ce at 634-1500, option 1 or email 
Kadenaeducationoffi ce@us.af.mil.
 
Leaders Encouraging Airman Development 
(LEAD) Commissioning Opportunity
It is the time of year for outstanding Airmen to 
apply to the United States Air Force Academy 
(USAFA) and Preparatory School. Interested 
Airmen must be academically qualifi ed, of 

high moral character, possess exceptional 
leadership potential, and meet all USAFA entry 
requirements. For further information and to 
apply online, visit the Academy Admissions 
website at www.academyadmissions.com. 
and start the pre-candidate questionnaire or 
emailUSAF_DVP@usafa.edu. 
 
Partial road closures on Douglas 
Boulevard
For the next several months there will be partial 
road closures on Douglas Blvd. to accommodate 
a sewer line installation. The closures are 
scheduled as follows: From Warfi eld Road to 
McKennon Avenue – May 26 through Oct. 31. 
Gate 1 visitor parking lot entrance from/exit to 
inbound lanes – Nov. 11 – 30. Gate 1 outbound – 
Dec. 22, 2015 through Jan. 15, 2016. Pavement 
restoration of above areas – Jan. 16 through 
March 31, 2016. For more information, call 
Tsuguo Asato at 634-4879.
 
Operation Game Drop 2.0
Operation Game Drop 2.0 is seeking monetary 
contributions as well as donations of video 
game systems, accessories and games to 
support the Pediatrics Clinic on Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam which began May 20 
and ending June 26 here on Kadena. All 
donations will provide comfort to children 
undergoing treatment or in recovery. For more 
information, email Staff Sgt. Armond Philmon 
at armond.philmon@us.af.mil.

Professional Military Education 
distance learning updates
Air University has permanently rescinded 
Course 14 and 15 (Senior NCO and 
NCO courses) wait time restrictions for 
nonparticipation and two-time failures. Air 
University’s distance learning Student Support 
Help Desk also no longer requires an exception 
to policy request to enroll in Courses 14 and 
15 for Airmen who have exceeded the time in 
service windows. For more information, call 
Sachiko Medoruma at 634-0120.
 
Kadena Tax Center move
The Kadena Tax Center has moved to the 
Kadena Legal Offi ce. From May 18 to June 
16, appointments will be available Monday 
through Friday, after which services will be 
provided by appointment only on Thursdays 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information or 
to book an appointment, call the Tax Center 
at 634-0344.

National anthem singers wanted
18th Wing Protocol is seeking talented 
vocalists to perform the national anthems 
at future events. Nominees will have a brief 
audition performing either the Japanese or 
American anthem or both. To audition, contact 
18th Wing Protocol at 634-1808.

Mental Health Clinic moved
The Mental Health Flight is returning to 

building 90 (next to Marek park).　The Mental 
Health Clinic hours of operation and contact 
numbers will remain the same. Hours: Monday 
- Thursday: 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday: 7:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. DSN: 630-4817 option 2, 2.

Kadena arrival, sign-in and in-processing 
(active duty Air Force personnel)
Upon arrival to Kadena AB, all Airmen must 
fi rst report to their respective unit’s Command 
Support Staff, intro manager or admin staff 
representative for initial duty assignment, 
notifi cation upon arrival or the next duty day 
after weekend arrival. After unit sign-in, report 
to the Kadena Military Personnel Section with 
completed IDA notifi cation for in-processing. 
MPS in-processing is conducted Monday 
– Friday at 8 a.m. at the MPS, Bldg. 721B, 
room H100. For more information, call MPS 
Customer Support at 634-4537.

UPCOMING EVENTS
USO Baby Shower event
Join Heidi Murkoff, author of the “What to 
Expect” series, at a baby shower from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. June 3 and 4 at the Kadena 
Offi cer’s Club. Get your pregnancy questions 
answered and connect with other moms in 
your community. Lunch will be provided, as 
well as games, giveaways, a book signing and 
photo opportunities with Murkoff. To register, 
visit www.usowtespecialdelivery.eventbrite.
com.

To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil    NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.

Refuse Contract Change
When it comes to living in Okinawa, how we manage our household waste can require a shift from familiarity. 

Being on an island there is limited land space for refuse and a small market for recyclables; this has led Japan 
to develop stricter “source segregation” and manufacturing laws. Some items that we may traditionally think of as 
a marketable commodity, actually costs the base money to recycle, such as glass bottles, TVs and tires. 

   Over the past few years, Kadena AB has implemented several changes to reduce costs, promote recycling, and 
meet our diversion goals. Another change, starting on the 15th of June, Military Family Housing Residents will be 
required to pull their refuse bins to the curb, nearest their door, by 0800 on their scheduled pick-up day. Along with 
this change, the contractor will also be required to put any rejected items back into the residents bin, keeping our 
communities clean, beautiful and healthy.
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2015 CCAF Graduation Ceremony
The Base Education Center and Kadena Top 
3 will host the 2015 Community College of the 
Air Force graduation ceremony at 2 p.m. June 
4 at the Keystone Theater.  All are encouraged 
to come out and support Team Kadena’s 2015 
enlisted graduates. For more information, 
email Master Sgt. Keith Malloy at keith.
malloy@us.af.mil.
 
ONE Silent Auction and Soirée Event
The 1-1 Special Forces Group will be hosting a 
silent auction at Havana’s on Torii Station from 
5-8 p.m. June 5. The event is open to all SOFA-
status individuals. Come enter to win some 
fabulous door prizes, enjoy complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres and bid on some great auction items. 
For more information, contact Heather Raetz at 
jhraetz@yahoo.com, or call 080-6482-9964.

2015 AFSA Flag Day Ceremony
The Air Force Sergeants Association is 
scheduled to conduct the 2015 AFSA Flag Day 
Ceremony from 4:30-5:30 p.m. June 12 at Bldg. 
10. The alternate rain day for the event is June 
15. For more information, call Staff Sgt. Beverly 
Gorham at 632-0231 or Master Sgt. Renee 
Oliviel at 634-3272.

Police Week Golf Tournament
The Police Week committee is scheduled to 
host a Police Week golf tournament at Banyan 
Tree Golf Course June 12. Check-in starts at 
6-6:45 a.m. with a shotgun start at 7 a.m. We 
have prizes for the1st place team, longest 
drive and closest to the pin. All teams will 
need to be registered no later than June 9. 
All proceeds from this event go to the Police 
Week Committee and towards the forming 
of a memorial for all the fallen military police/
security forces offi cers here at Kadena Air Base. 
For more information, email Tech. Sgt. David 
Aenchbacher at aenchk9@yahoo.com or Staff 
Sgt. Sedale Berry at sedale_berry@yahoo.com.
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteers needed for charitable 
dance event
The Special Olympics Nippon (SON) Okinawa 
is scheduled to hold a charitable dance event 
from 6-9 p.m. July 18 at Okinawa City Koza 
Music Town third fl oor. The SON Okinawa’s 
currently recruiting Country and Western 

enjoyers (amateurs welcome) from the military 
community who can volunteer for a 15-minute 
performance (with basic tunes) and dance 
along with local special needs athletes during 
the event timeframe. This event is to support 
daily missions and activities of SON Okinawa. 
For more information, contact Sayaka 
Kawatake, U.S. volunteer coordinator, at 634-
4142 or email sayaka.kawatake.jp@us.af.mil. 
 
Kadena High School Salsa dance 
teachers
Kadena High School is currently looking for 
volunteers to teach students how to Salsa dance.  
One session would be required per class. There 
will be four classes throughout the morning and 
early afternoon.  Each class is 1.5 hours. For more 
information, contact Sergio Mednoza at Sergio.
Mendoza@pac.dodea.edu or call 090-6865-
6495. Volunteers needed to teach and supervise 
students at recess Amelia Earhart Intermediate 
School is looking for volunteers to assist, 
teach and/or supervise students during recess 
activities. For more information, email Airman 1st 
Class David Homan at david.homan.3@us.af.mil 
or Senior Airman Kyle Greene at kyle.greene.3@
us.af.mil. No appointment is needed.
 
EASC seeking experienced cheer 
coaches
The Eagles All Star Cheer team is looking for 
experienced cheer and/or tumbling coaches 
for the current and upcoming cheer season. 
Cheer seasons run from September to May, 
and coaches are needed for all three teams: 
Minis, Juniors and Elites. If you are interested in 
volunteering for this demanding but rewarding 
opportunity, email EASCOkinawa@hotmail.com.    
 
Amelia Earhart Intermediate School 
Homework Club
The Amelia Earhart Intermediate School 
is looking for volunteers to help with the 
Homework Club, every Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday from 3-4 p.m. The Amelia Earhart 
Intermediate School is looking for volunteers to 
assist, teach, and/or supervise students during 
recess activities from 11:15 a.m. to 12:40 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. For more information, 
email Airman 1st Class David Homan at david.
homan.3@us.af.mil, Senior Airman Kyle Greene 
at kyle.greene.3@us.af.mil, or Virginia Turner 
atvirginia.turner@pac.dodea.edu.
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By Tech. Sgt.
Kristine Dreyer
353rd Special Operations Group 
Public Affairs
5/27/2015 — Staff  Sgt. Travis 
Jordan, 320th Special Tactics 
Squadron, was named as one 
of Air Force Special Opera-
tions Command Outstanding 
Airmen of the Year during an 
annual banquet held May 14 at 
Hurlburt Field, Fla.
 “I had the honor of getting to 
know Sergeant Jordan and his 
wife Christina the past couple 
of days in Florida, and they are 
truly an amazing Air Force and 
Air Commando couple,” said 
Col. William Freeman, 353rd 
Special Operations Group 
commander. “Travis exemplifi es 
the Air Force core values and 
the SOF ethos both with his 
actions on the battlefi eld and 
in his personal life.  He is truly 
an outstanding Airman, and I 
couldn’t be prouder for him and 
his family on being formally 
recognized as such by the senior 
leaders of AFSOC.”
 While deployed for 6 months 
to Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom, 
Jordan served as the primary 
Joint Terminal Attack Con-
troller on a Special Forces 
team.  During his tour, Jordan 
completed 19 combat missions.  
Aft er sustaining injuries himself 

during one mission, Travis 
called in a medical evacuation 
and continued directing air-
strikes that eliminated two Tal-
iban commanders while saving 
four of his teammates. He was 
awarded the Purple Heart and 
a Bronze Star with Valor for his 
actions.  
 While assigned to the 320th 

Special Tactics Squadron, Jor-
dan also participated in Joint 
Chief of Staff  Exercises and Joint 
Combined Exchange Training 
in four countries across the 
Pacifi c where he enhanced in-
teroperability among U.S. Allies 
and partners by participating in 
and conducting training with 
key special operations partners 

in the Pacifi c. 
 At home station, Jordan also 
received the John L. Levitow 
award upon graduating Airman 
Leadership School.
 As AFSOC’s Outstanding 
Airman of the Year, Jordan 
along with all of AFSOC’s Out-
standing Airmen and Civilians 
of the Year award recipients 

toured the facilities and units 
around Hurlburt Field and also 
visited with residents of the Air 
Force Enlisted Village the days 
prior to the award banquet.   
Travis will represent AFSOC 
while going on to compete in 
the Airman category for the 
2015 12 Outstanding Airmen of 
the Year Award.

320th STS Combat Controller named 2014 
AFSOC Outstanding Airman of the Year

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Andrea Posey)

 (Courtesy photo)

^Air Force Special Operations Command’s 2014 Outstanding Airmen and civilians of the year were honored at the yearly awards 
banquet held May 14 to celebrate their accomplishments and 25 years of AFSOC history. Lt. Gen. Brad Heithold (left), AFSOC 
commander and CMSgt. Matt Caruso (right), command chief, presented awards to this year’s honorees — Staff Sgt. Travis Jordan, 
Airman of Year; Tech. Sgt. William Phelps, noncommissioned offi cer of year; Master Sgt. Daniel Wey, senior noncommissioned 
offi cer of year; Master Sgt. Marvin Jimerson, fi rst sergeant of year; Capt. Samantha Ekwall, company grade offi cer of year; Staff 
Sgt. Danielle Szymczyk, individual reservist of year (enlisted); Capt. Stefanie Purdie, individual reservist of year (offi cer); Samuel 
Krahn, civilian of year category I; Daniel Wilcoxen, civilian of year category II; Jorge Talamantes, civilian of year category III. 

   Staff Sgt. Travis Jordan pose for a picture with his wife, Christina, during a banquet honoring the Air Force Special Operations 
Command’s 2014 Outstanding Airmen and civilians of the year held May 14 at Hurlburt Field, Fla. Jordan, a combat controller, 
assigned to the 320th Special Tactics Squadron, was recognized as AFSOC’s Airman of the Year and will compete in the airman 
category for the 2015 12 Outstanding Airmen of the Year Award. 

^


