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A HH-60G Pave Hawk 
helicopter from the 33rd Rescue 
Squadron lands on a small 
island off the coast of Okinawa, 
June 30.

By Airman 1st Class
Zackary A. Henry
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/1/2015 — Flying squadrons from Kadena 
were a part of a joint service exercise with 
units from the U.S. Marine Corps to prac-
tice air-to-air superiority while protecting 
ground troops on Kadena Air Base, June 30.
 For this large force exercise, the Kadena’s 
own 44th and 67th Fighter Squadrons prac-
ticed joint air operations with the Marine 
All Weather Fighter Attack Squadron 225 
F/A-18 Hornets and several F-16 Fighting 
Falcons from the Vermont Air National 
Guard’s 158th Fighter Wing currently 

deployed to Kadena while protecting Ma-
rine and Air Force helicopters and Marine 
ground troops.
 “Working with the Marines provided an 
opportunity to see how to integrate the air 
piece with something on the ground,” said 
U.S. Air Force Capt. Nathan Franklin, 33rd 
Rescue Squadron pilot. “Th is is the fi rst 
LFE I’ve been in that actually had a ground 
piece incorporated into an exercise. It was 
an interesting thing to see.”
 An important piece of the exercise was to 
practice air-to-air capabilities of deterrence 
while protecting ground troops and the 
rescue helicopters all at the same time.

 Franklin said, with the fi ghters halting 
any air off ensive and preventing any 
further attack from overhead, it allows the 
ground troops and the rescue helicopters to 
complete their mission without any fear of 
reprisal from the air.
 “Th is exercise validated the tactic used,” 
said Franklin. “As long as we have rescue 
combat air patrol along with the fi ghters 
in the air, the enemy just doesn’t have time 
to worry about what we are doing below, 
which means we can push forward and 
support them better.”
 It takes that cooperation between 
fi ghters, both Air Force and Marine, and 

helicopters to work together in order to 
make the mission as successful as possible.
 “Th e Marines oft en work by helicopter 
insertion in order to take advantage of the 
element of surprise as well as improved 
mobility,” said Capt. Chester Watts, VM-
FA(AW)-225 schedules offi  cer. “However, 
some threats both air-to-air and surface-
to-air make that too risky, which is why we 
have fi ghters responsible for eliminating 
those threats.”
 It’s that fl awless integration of both 
aircraft  and U.S. services that provides 
for the common defense of Japan and the 
Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region.

^Senior Airman Chance Sheek, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron vehicle operations 
vehicle operator, stands next to forklifts he works with every day on Kadena Air Base, June 29.

Kadena’s own Civil 
Air Patrol Airman

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zackary A. Henry)
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Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force 
visits Keystone of the Pacificvisits Keystone of the Pacific

By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/7/2015 — Airmen were not 
short on questions during Chief 

Master Sgt. of the Air Force 
James A. Cody’s visit to Kadena 
July 5-8.
 Serving in the U.S. Air Force 
with fi scal constraints and an 

ever-changing future has creat-
ed challenges, but for its highest 
ranking enlisted Airman, those 
obstacles are his priority.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

Chief Master Sgt. of the 
Air Force James Cody 
congratulates Tech. Sgt. 
Robert Marcy, 18th CMS 
production supervisor, 
for his hard work and the 
impact he has on the Air 
Force in front of an F-15 
Eagle on Kadena Air 
Base, July 7.

SEE CMSAF PAGE 2
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 “We are currently the small-
est Air Force in the history of 
the Air Force since 1947, yet we 
are more globally engaged today 
than ever before,” Cody said. 
“We are in the longest sustained 
combat operations in the his-
tory of our country and we are 
doing that with an all-volunteer, 
professional force.”
 Th e chief visited multiple 
units across the installation, 
speaking face-to-face with Air-
men as well as hosting two all-
calls for Kadena’s enlisted Air-
men.
 During the junior enlisted all-
call, Team Kadena’s Airmen ap-
peared interested to hear about 
big picture Air Force issues such 
as the uncertainty Airmen may 
be feeling over the future of 
their benefi ts. Cody addressed 
how budget constraints have 
had a huge impact.
 “We are the best compensat-
ed military we have ever been,” 
he said. “Everything our Air-
men and families receive today, 
they have earned. But the idea 
that we will be able to contin-
ue on the rate of growth is not 
sustainable. We do not want to 

reduce or cut anything, but we 
have to be realistic. It can’t con-
tinue to grow at the same rate it 
has and remain sustainable.”
 Th e chief also addressed the 
recent changes to the enlisted 
performance review with a larg-
er focus on job performance.
 “First and foremost we ex-
pect you to do your job really 
well,” Cody said. “Performance 
in your primary duty is the pri-
ority as an Airman in our Air 
Force.”
 Cody told Airmen aspiring 
to become NCOs and senior 
NCOs to focus on the mission 
fi rst and the rest will follow.
 “Th e most important job you 
have today is not thinking about 
being a chief master sergeant,” 
explained Cody. “Th e most im-
portant job you have today is 
the job that you have, and you 
need to be really good at it to-
day.”
 Th e chief addressed concerns 
about the Enlisted Evaluation 
System.
 “I know everyone is interest-
ed in the new Enlisted Perfor-
mance Report system, but it’s 
just a form,” Cody said. “Our 

expectations of you have not 
changed in any way, shape or 
form. How we are documenting 
that and how we are quantifying 
that is changing dramatically.  
Just keep doing your best.” 
 As for the environment on 
Kadena, Cody said he was im-
pressed by the Airmen with-
in the wing and partner units 
during his tours.
 “You should be extreme-
ly proud of who you are, what 
you do and who you represent,” 
Cody said. “You’re working hard 
and that’s not lost on anybody. 
What we do here every day is 
important, lives do depend on 
it. I think you know that, I sense 
that while I am out visiting you 
and what you are doing. Stay fo-
cused on that.
 “Don’t allow yourself to be-
come disconnected from the 
Air Force,” he continued. “Th is 
is not the Air Force; this is not 
my Air Force; this is our Air 
Force. Everything good about 
it resides in this room. Th at 
doesn’t mean we’re perfect but 
we can get through it. From the 
bottom of my heart, thank you 
for what you do. Th anks for how 

hard you are working, your ser-
vice and sacrifi ces are purpose-
ful, meaningful, and it makes a 
diff erence.”
 When Cody leaves July 8, he 
is scheduled to continue his tour 
of the Pacifi c Air Forces.
 Since he arrived on Kadena, 
July 5, Cody has visited nu-
merous units around the base, 

speaking with Airmen. He also 
met with Kadena’s Sexual As-
sault Prevention and Response 
team, Victim Advocates and 
special victim’s council to dis-
cuss strategies on preventing 
sexual assault in the Air Force.
 When Cody leaves July 8, he 
is scheduled to continue his tour 
of the Pacifi c Air Forces.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class John Linzmeier)

^Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force James Cody discusses sexual assault prevention and 
response during a round table discussion, July 7, at Kadena Air Base.

In the Spring of 2013, aft er eight long months 
in the delayed enlistment program and a tiring 
day at Baltimore’s Military Entrance Processing 

Station, I was fi nally presented with an enlistment 
contract.
 Th e contract promised me four years of food, 
housing and education benefi ts as well as an annual 
salary in exchange for my commitment to the United 
States Air Force.
 All I had to do was sign my name.
 As I picked up the pen, the importance of my 
name and its link to my identity dawned on me for 
the fi rst time in my 20 years. My parents chose to 
give me an unconventional name. It’s a name that 
people notice. It’s a name that people remember.
 When I was in elementary school, my father 
stressed the importance of doing my best in school 
by telling me I should never turn in an assignment 
on which I wasn’t proud to put my name. He told me 
that any work I attached my name to could be judged 
by others as a representation of my abilities, and that 
I would be selling myself short by presenting them 

with anything less than my absolute best.
 I kept this in mind as I lowered the pen to the 
paper, and thought once more about the commitment 
I was making. I wasn’t putting my name on a 
homework assignment. I wasn’t signing a petition for 
gluten free options in the school cafeteria.
 I was signing my name to a lifestyle. A tradition. A 
legacy.
 By signing that contract, I committed myself to 
handling every obstacle and task the Air Force could 
throw at me as best as I could.
 More than 180,000 people sign similar contracts 
each year, and unfortunately, some of them are only 
committed to doing the bare minimum required 
to earn the benefi ts off ered to service members and 
their families. By contrast, a good portion of those 
people will enter the workforce with every intention 
of doing their best only to become discouraged by 
comparing themselves to coworkers who have likely 
been performing their job for much longer, which is 
why an important distinction must be made.
 When I signed that contract, I did not commit 

myself to be the fastest runner, do the most pushups 
or be the best photojournalist in the Air Force. I 
promised the Air Force and my country that I would 
be the fastest runner, do the most pushups and be the 
best at my job I could possibly be.
 Th e next time you are faced with a task you 
feel is inconvenient or downright demeaning, I 
challenge you to remember that you made the same 
commitment to excellence I did. Th e next time 
you put your initials next to a completed task on a 
checklist, ask yourself if you’re proud to attach your 
name to the quality of work that was done. Th e next 
time you are presented with an opportunity to cut 
corners at work, think about the contract you signed 
all those years ago and the commitment you made to 
yourself and your country.
 Before you head home at the end of each shift , 
refl ect on whether you’ve presented your supervisors 
and peers with the highest quality of work than you 
are capable of producing.
 If you can honestly say you have, you are fulfi lling 
your commitment to excellence in all we do.

Excellence in all we do
Commentary by Airman 1st Class Zade C. Vadnais

18th Wing Public Affairs
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Team Kadena welcomes new commanders

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette Rolen)

    Col. David J. Roll, 
newly appointed 
commander of the 
18th Aeromedical 
Evacuation Squadron, 
accepts the 18th AES 
guidon from Col. 
David A. Mineau, 18th 
Operations Group 
commander, during a 
change of command 
ceremony on Kadena 
Air Base, June 26. 
The 18th AES has a 
large presence in the 
Pacifi c with momentous 
medical operations.

^

 (U.S. Air Force by Airman 1st Class John Linzmeier)

   Col. Timothy Burke, 
18th Maintenance 
Group commander, 
passes the 18th 
Munitions Squadron 
guidon to Maj. Scott 
Haack, 18th MUNS 
commander, during the 
squadron’s change of 
command ceremony on 
Kadena Air Base,
July, 2. Hack was 
previously the ammo 
section chief of 
Munitions Components 
Branch, Munitions 
Sustainment Division, 
Armament Directorate, 
at Hill Air Force Base, 
Utah.

^

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zackary A. Henry)

   Maj. Sarah S. Babbitt, 
newly appointed 
commander of the 
18th Security Forces 
Squadron, accepts the 
18th SFS guidon from 
Col. Debra A. Lovette, 
18th Mission Support 
Group commander, 
during a change of 
command ceremony 
on Kadena Air Base, 
July 7. Babbitt is now 
responsible for leading 
the largest SFS in the 
Air Force, consisting of 
more than 450 Airmen, 
Soldiers, Sailors and 
local nationals.

^

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

   Col. Mohan Krishna, 
55th Operations Group 
commander, Offutt 
Air Force Base, Neb., 
passes the 390th 
Intelligence Squadron 
guidon to Lt. Col. 
John Keys, 390th IS 
commander, during the 
squadron’s change of 
command ceremony 
on Kadena Air Base, 
July 8. Keys was the 
chief of the squadron 
and subsequently the 
director of operations 
of the 55th Intelligence 
Support Squadron 
at Offutt AFB before 
coming to Kadena. 

^

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

   Col. David Mineau, 
18th Operations Group 
commander, passes 
the 961st Airborne 
Air Control Squadron 
guidon to Lt. Col. Kyle 
Anderson, 961st AACS 
commander, during the 
squadron’s change of 
command ceremony on 
Kadena Air Base,
July 2. Anderson was 
the director of operations 
for the 961st AACS as 
well as a command pilot 
and an evaluator with 
3,490 fl ying hours. He 
has served in support 
of Operations Southern 
Watch, Noble Eagle, and 
Enduring Freedom, fl ying 
over 200 combat and 
combat support hours. 

^

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

   Col. Timothy 
Burke, 18th 
Maintenance Group 
commander, passes 
the 18th Equipment 
Maintenance Squadron 
guidon to Maj. Pete 
Leija, 18th EMS 
commander, during the 
squadron’s change of 
command ceremony 
on Kadena Air Base, 
June 30. Leija was 
the commander of the 
451st Expeditionary 
Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron, Kandahar 
Airfi eld, Afghanistan.

^

By Airmen 1st Class
Lynette M. Rolen and
Zackary A. Henry
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/8/2015 — Team Kadena would like to 
welcome the following new leaders that 
took command within the last week:
 Col. David J. Roll is now the com-
mander of the 18th Aeromedical Evac-
uation Squadron as of June 26. Th e 18th 
AES maintains a forward presence and 
supports medical contingencies in the 
Pacifi c to include the only neonatal air 
facility in the region. Th e squadron’s 
area of operations is the largest in the 
military, reaching from the Horn of Af-
rica to Alaska. Th e 18th AES deploys, 
establishes and operates elements of a 
theater aeromedical evacuation system, 
including a mobile staging facility, evac-
uation command and control, and crews 

for worldwide taskings.
 Maj. Pete Leija is now the command-
er of the 18th Equipment Maintenance 
Squadron as of June 30. Th e 18th EMS 
supports heavy maintenance for Kade-
na-assigned aircraft , to include F-15 Ea-
gles, KC-135 Stratotankers and HH-60G 
Pave Hawks, as well as limited main-
tenance to associate aircraft . Th e 18th 
EMS directly supports sortie production 
for a 14,000-hour annual fl ying-hour 
program.
 Maj. Scott Haack is now the com-
mander of the 18th Munitions Group 
as of July 2. Haack was previously the 
ammo section chief of Munitions Com-
ponents Branch, Munitions Sustainment 
Division, Armament Directorate, at Hill 
Air Force Base, Utah. Th e 18th MUNS 
operates the Air Force’s largest conven-
tional munitions storage area supporting 

activities of all U.S. services and Japan 
Ground and Air Self-Defense Forces. 
Th e squadron provides the wing and 
associate units with munitions for more 
than 12,000 annual sorties.
 Lt. Col. Kyle Anderson is now the 
commander of the 961st Airborne Air 
Control Squadron. Anderson is a com-
mand pilot and evaluator with 3,490 fl y-
ing hours and has served in support of 
Operations Southern Watch, Noble Ea-
gle, and Enduring Freedom, fl ying more 
than 200 combat and combat support 
hours. Th e 961st AACS is a combat-ready 
E-3 Sentry squadron providing airborne 
command and control, long-range sur-
veillance, detection and identifi cation 
information for commanders in support 
of U.S. goals.
 Maj. Sarah S. Babbitt is now the com-
mander of the 18th Security Forces 

Squadron. Babbitt was previously the 7th 
Security Forces Squadron commander at 
Dyess Air Force Base, Texas. Babbitt is 
now responsible for leading the largest 
SFS in the Air Force, consisting of more 
than 450 Airmen, Soldiers, Sailors and 
local nationals.
 Lt. Col. John Keys is now the com-
mander of the 390th Intelligence Squad-
ron. Keys was the chief of the squadron 
and subsequently the director of oper-
ations of the 55th Intelligence Support 
Squadron at Off utt Air Force Base be-
fore coming to Kadena. Th e 390th IS 
conducts information operations by 
providing tailored combat intelligence 
and assessing the security of friendly 
command, control, communication and 
computer systems to enhance warfi ght-
ing survivability, situation awareness 
and targeting.
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By Airman 1st Class
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
6/30/2015 — Th irteen Airmen from the 
18th Munitions Squadron hosted ap-
proximately 40 Okinawan visitors for a 
sacred sites tour throughout Kadena’s 
munitions storage area June 28.
 Th e tour, one of several communi-
ty outreach events held around Kade-
na each year, took the local community 
members onto the base to visit seven dif-
ferent locations of historical and cultural 
signifi cance to the participants.
 Yoshiaki Kamiyama, Kadena Town 
deputy mayor who also attended the 
tour, said the visits are important be-
cause it gives Okinawans and Airmen a 
glimpse into the local community.
 “Th is tour off ered local Okinawans 
the opportunity to pass on their heritage, 
share knowledge to their children, look 
at their ancestors’ land and where they 
used to live, pay respect to their ances-
tors, learn about town history and to look 
at the current status of the sites,” Kamiya-
ma said.
 In addition to learning about their 
past, the Okinawans were able to spend 
time with Kadena Airmen. Stories about 

the sites were exchanged throughout the 
group and members from the 18th MUNS 
assisted them throughout the tour.
 One of the numerous stops along the 
way held signifi cant importance to one of 
the tour members — a cave in which local 
Okinawans fl ed to during the bombings 
of World War II. Th e visitor, who was a 
child when this happened, remembered 
seeking shelter in the cave.
 While the cave was one of several sites 
from World War II, many of the sites pre-
dated the war.
 “Some of the sites are over 300 years 
old,” said Mitsutada Iha, 18th MUNS 
Tactical Air Munitions Rapid Response 
Package foreman. “Th ese sites have a his-
tory of hundreds of generations of ances-
tors visiting them.”
 Because of the deep cultural and his-
torical signifi cance of this tour, Kami-
yama expressed his thanks to the 18th 
MUNS for providing this opportunity to 
the Okinawans.
 “I am thankful to the 18th MUNS 
volunteers for supporting the tour,” said 
Kamiyama. “I was especially pleased that 
the volunteers cleared the pass to the 
cave, installed new ropes and assisted the 
elderly visitors down and up the cave.”

18th MUNS Airmen host 
sacred sites tour

Kadena Mental Health Clinic 
announces relocation

^Airmen help local Okinawans up a trail during a sacred site tour on Kadena Air Base, June 28. The Okinawans shared 
their stories with the Airmen about a cave they visited in which some of their family members sought protection during 
World War II. 

^Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th Wing commander, and Karl Yamashiro, 18th Medical Group facilities administrator, 
cut a ribbon for the Mental Health Clinic relocation opening ceremony on Kadena Air Base, July 1.

The Kadena Mental Health Clinic, previously located at Bldg. 856, has relocated to its newly 
renovated facility in Bldg. 90 next to Marek Park and behind the Olympic Mall Shoppette. 
The $4.3 million project was completed May 26.
The clinic is staffed by psychiatrists, social workers, psychologists, psychiatric nurse 
practitioners, and mental health technicians who provide assessments and individual /group 
counseling.  Services provided include outpatient mental health treatment, alcohol and drug 
abuse prevention and treatment (ADAPT), and domestic violence advocacy, the prevention and 
treatment of domestic abuse and child maltreatment through the Family Advocacy Program 
(FAP).
The building and parking is designed with confi dentially in mind.  The front of the building faces 
away from the main road and running track.      
The Kadena Mental Health Clinic takes pride in staying true to the 18th Medical Group 
mission – proactively delivering safe, seamless health services to Team Kadena.
Appointments may be scheduled by calling the clinic by cell phone at 098-960-4817 (ext. 2, 
then ext. 2) or DSN at 630-4817 (ext. 2, then ext. 2) between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, and 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fridays (Excluding Holidays). 
Children require referrals from their pediatrician. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette Rolen)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)
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By Lt. Col. Daniel Biehl
623rd Air Control Flight
7/2/2015 — Th e 623rd Air 
Control Flight “Lightsword” 
combined with their Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force counterparts 
during a temporary deploy-
ment to Iruma Air Base, Japan, 
to strengthen bilateral relations 
June 22-26.
 Th e ACF’s main mission is to 
integrate bilateral air and mis-
sile defense operations through 
battlestaff  and liaison functions 
and to provide tactical control 
within one or more Japanese di-
rection centers. 
 Th e Central Air Defense 
sector of Japan is one of many 
centers the ACF can deploy 
to. Th ough the Airmen from 
the ACF integrate with JASDF 
counterparts in Naha, Japan, 
daily, this trip was successful in 
paving the way for better and 
more frequent relations with our 
mainland JASDF counterparts.
 “We hope that this (trip) 
can be the fi rst of many more, 
leading to more complex and 
detailed bilateral missions and 

simulations in the future,” said 
Capt. Shannon Greene, 623rd 
ACF crew lead. “Our JASDF 
counterparts were extremely 
professional and dedicated to 
their mission, and they fully en-
veloped us into their culture.”
 One of the ways the JASDF 
members shared their culture 
during their time with the Air-
men was through a Kendo, Ju 
Kendo and Kempo tournament 
June 25, where they welcomed 
their U.S. partners to watch the 
intense competition.
 “We never get to see this part 

of their culture from a military 
perspective,” Greene said. “Th is 
is a base-wide, JASDF event and 
it’s amazing the level of partici-
pation that each unit provides.”
 Greene said the visit was a 
great experience for the 623rd 
ACF Airmen.
 “You can really feel the pride 
and respect they have for each 
other and their squadrons,” 
Greene said. “Our Airmen did 
an amazing job communicating 
and taking time to understand 
their JASDF partners, making 
this trip highly successful.”

An F-22 Raptor prepares to refuel 
from a KC-135 Stratotanker from 
the 909th Air Refueling Squadron 
during Exercise Northern Edge, 
June 26. Northern Edge 2015 is 
Alaska’s joint training exercise 
designed to practice operations, 
tactics, techniques and procedures 
as well as enhance interoperability 
among the services. Thousands of 
airmen, soldiers, sailors, Marines 
and Coast Guardsmen from active 
duty, Reserve and National Guard 
units, including tankers from the 
18th Air Refueling Wing out of 
Kadena Air Base are involved. 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Thor J. Larson)

ALS class 15-E graduates

John L. Levitow Award
Senior Airman Colin Wolfe, 18th Maintenance Group

Distinguished Graduates
Senior Airman Michael Schlemmer, 33rd Rescue Squadron
Senior Airman Kara Newcomb, 623rd Air Control Flight
Senior Airman Jeremy Cleek, 390th Intelligence Squadron
Senior Airman Robert Armour, 18th Component Maintenance 
Squadron

Commandant Award
Senior Airman Michael Schlemmer, 33rd Rescue Squadron

Academic Achievement Award
Senior Airman Robert Armour, 18th Component Maintenance 
Squadron

Graduates:
Senior Airman Alaniz, Gabriel Dylan, 718th Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron
Senior Airman Armour, Robert Scott, 18th Component 
Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Bacon, BJ Herman, 18th Communications 
Squadron
Senior Airman Baker, Kadeem Mauri, 18th Operations Support 
Squadron
Senior Airman Baldwin, Eric Todd Jr., 390thIntelligence 
Squadron

Senior Airman Blevins, Ricco Christien, 718th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Boston, Regina Michelle, 18th Security Forces 
Squadron
Senior Airman Bryant, Kaitlyn Mae, 961st Airborne Air Control 
Squadron
Senior Airman Bryant, Sean Mitchell, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron
Senior Airman Cardona, Andrez Mauricio, 18th Civil Engineer 
Squadron
Senior Airman Chandler, Allan Britt, 18th Munitions Squadron         
Senior Airman Clarke, Jason Michael, 18th Equipment 
Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Cleek, Jeremy, 390th Intelligence Squadron
Senior Airman Edmond, Devonte Bruce, 18th Force Support 
Squadron
Senior Airman Fernandezmartinez, Christopher, 18th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Galang, Jason Gene Carlo Rabina, 18th Civil 
Engineer Squadron
Senior Airman Gibson, Travis James, 961st Airborne Air Control 
Squadron
Senior Airman Gil, Fausto, 18th Maintenance Group
Senior Airman Gopaul, Jonathan Hafi z, 353rd Special 
Operations Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Gregory, Deshaun Allen, 18th Equipment 
Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Hall, Christopher Britton Jr, 18th Equipment 
Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Higa, Melissa Mahealani, 18th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Kane, Izaiah Walter, 18th Medical Support 
Squadron
Senior Airman Kinchle, Jack Preston, 18th Munitions Squadron         
Senior Airman Kirkland, Rabin Kerry Jr, 18th Aeromedical 
Evacuation Squadron
Senior Airman Littlehale, Nathaniel Jesse, 18th Communications 
Squadron

Senior Airman Lopez, Ruben Antonio, 961st Airborne Air Control 
Squadron
Senior Airman Lozada Santiago, Edwin Gerardo, 18th 
Maintenance Group
Senior Airman Mccleskey, Audrey Danielle, 18th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron
Senior Airman Mimnagh, Michael Patrick, 18th Operations 
Support Squadron
Senior Airman Mosely, Thomas Beraki, 18th Security Forces 
Squadron
Senior Airman Nechamkin, Mitchell Ryan, 18th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Newcomb, Kara Jo, 623rd Air Control Flight
Senior Airman Newpher, Paul, 320th Special Tactics Squadron
Senior Airman Overstrom, Zachary Steven, Detachment 3 
Pacifi c Air Forces Air Postal Squadron
Senior Airman Perales, Alonso M lll, 390th Intelligence Squadron
Senior Airman Pham, Cuong Minh, 18th Logistics Readiness 
Squadron
Senior Airman Ruff, Blaise Tanner, 718th Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron
Senior Airman Schlemmer, Michael Webster, 33rd Rescue 
Squadron
Senior Airman Scott, Turrell Monta, 82nd Reconnaissance 
Squadron
Senior Airman Sherrod, William Robert, 18th Communications 
Squadron
Senior Airman Siddiqui, Atif Hussain, 18th Aeromedical 
Evacuation Squadron
Senior Airman Tenzel, Jackie William Jr, 18th Force Support 
Squadron
Senior Airman Vagle, Katie Claire, 18th Medical Support 
Squadron
Senior Airman Wilson, Jesse Alan, 18th Munitions Squadron        
Senior Airman Wolfe, Colin Andrew Mcl, 18th Maintenance 
Group

By Senior Airman Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/1/2015 — Airman Leadership School Class 15-E 
graduated June 30 at the Rocker NCO club, and 46 Air-
men took the next step toward becoming future NCOs 
and better leaders.
 Congratulations to the following graduates of Air-
man Leadership School 15-E:

623rd ACF partners with JASDF
 Airmen 
from the 
623rd Air 
Control 
Flight 
pose for a 
photo with 
Japanese 
Kendo, Ju 
Kendo and 
Kempo 
tournament 
participants 
June 25, 
near Iruma 
Air Base.

(U.S. Air Force courtesy photo by Lt. Col. Daniel Biehl)

^
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By Airman 1st Class
Zackary A. Henry
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/1/2015 — As a fi rst lieutenant in the Civ-
il Air Patrol on Kadena Air Base, Chance 
Sheek is an emergency services training of-
fi cer, communications offi  cer and he over-
sees all of the cadet training. But during the 
week day, he is a Senior Airman in the 18th 
Logistics Readiness Squadron working as 
a vehicle operations vehicle operator.
 Chance fi rst became interested in the 
Civil Air Patrol when he was 15 years old 
with hopes to one day learn how to fl y a 
plane. Shortly aft er joining, he set out on 
a ground search and rescue mission and 
his interest in fl ying quickly changed.
 “Th e Civil Air Patrol’s ground emer-
gency team conducts over 85 percent of all 
search and rescue missions in the continen-
tal U.S.,” said Todd Mclain, Kadena Civil 
Air Patrol leader. “Th ose missions include 
things like downed aircraft  and lost hikers, 
but they also have a hand in disaster relief 
and support missions as well as homeland 
security with the border control.”
 Sheek stayed an active member of CAP 
up until he learned that a few friends 
in his fl ight were going to an Air Force 
Pararescue Orientation Course, or PJOC. 
It peaked Sheek’s interest and aft er inves-
tigating, he decided he wanted to become 
an Air Force pararescueman. Within one 
month Sheek had spoken with a recruiter, 
taken all necessary tests for special opera-
tions and signed his enlistment contract.
 A couple of months later, aft er gradu-
ating high school, Sheek graduated Basic 
Military Training and went on to begin 
his pararescueman training at Medina 
Training Annex at Joint Base San Anto-
nio, Lackland.
 Aft er pushing his mind and body 
through four of the most intense weeks 

of his life, Sheek had self-eliminated.
 “If you want to know a terrible feeling, 
look at your team and tell them you quit,” 
Sheek said. “Even though they are suck-
ing it up, you look at them and you’re just 
like, ‘I am done, I can’t handle anymore.’”
 Aft er self-eliminating, Sheek became a 
student waiting retraining, but he didn’t 
take this time off . While awaiting his re-
classifi cation, Sheek became a black rope 
for a drill team and went on to lead the 
team in competition as well.
 Aft er receiving his reclassifi cation in-
structions, Sheek went on to his next 
technical training for vehicle operations 
at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. While 
there he again stepped up to another 
leadership position and became a yellow 
rope earning himself two letters of ac-
knowledgement.
 “I just had to realize that I wasn’t the fi rst 
to fail training for pararescue and I will not 
be the last,” said Sheek. “It’s the moments 
aft er that I feel are the most important. I 
gave up once and it was a wakeup call.”
 Upon completion of his technical 
training, Sheek went on to his fi rst duty 
station at Altus Air Force Base, Oklaho-
ma. Shortly aft er arriving he joined back 
into the CAP. As an active duty service 
member, Sheek was immediately pro-
moted into the adult offi  cer ranks.
 As an offi  cer in the CAP, it was Sheek’s 
responsibility to guide the cadets. He is 
able to take from his past experience and 
life lessons to better teach them.
 While stationed at Altus, Sheek found 
a way to use the skills and ambition he 
learned from pararescue and used that 
passion to receive his emergency ground 
team leader certifi cation. As part of his 
certifi cation Sheek had to perform multi-
ple search and rescue tactics and basic fi rst 
aid such as wound dressing and splints.

 “I chose emergency services because 
it was fun,” said Sheek. “In a small unit, 
carrying some gear with a few other vol-
unteers and at such a young age I could 
help save a life. I don’t think there is a 
better feeling.”
 Just a short year later, Sheek received 
orders to Kadena Air Base as a vehicle 
operator. Aft er arriving, he quickly dis-
covered there was an overseas CAP unit 
and joined as soon as he could.
 Sheek uses those skills from parares-
cue training to lead cadets through 
search and rescue exercises and teaches 
the cadets skills like using compasses, 
land navigation, radio usage and basic 
medical skills.
 Since joining the CAP unit at Kadena, 
Sheek earned a Military Outstanding Vol-
unteer Service Medal for his work with 
the CAP and as a lifeguard at a local pool.
 “I believe a part of why he is doing so 
well in the Air Force is the skills and les-
sons he learned as a CAP cadet,” Mclain 
said. “He is a very good leader, loves to 
get involved and hands-on and he has a 
wealth of knowledge. It’s what makes him 
a hard worker.”
 Sheek said his time in the CAP program 
is nowhere near its end; it has been a life-
long passion for him and he plans on con-
tinuing to give back to the program that 
has helped him out so much through his 
life and career as a United States Airman.
 “It’s really great getting to pass on your 
knowledge,” said Sheek. “You pass on that 
experience and you get to see a young 
quiet cadet who was too shy to even 
speak at fi rst, start testing for rank, pass-
ing physical training tests and taking lead 
on programs, it’s extremely rewarding.”
 For more information about the Civil 
Air Patrol program, visit http://www.
gocivilairpatrol.com.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zackary A. Henry)

^Senior Airman Chance Sheek, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron vehicle operator, teaches a young cadet in the 
Civil Air Patrol how to use a compass on Kadena Air Base, June 26.

THROUGH AIRMEN’S EYES FROM PAGE 1

EIELSON AIR FORCE BASE, Alaska — 
Airman 1st Class Anthony Jackson, a 
fuels management technician from the 
18th Logistics Readiness Squadron 
stands by to re-fuel an F-15 Eagle after 
a sortie June 23, at Eielson Air Force 
Base. The fuel truck, an R-11, can 
hold approximately 6,000 gallons of 
fuel. Northern Edge 2015 is Alaska’s 
premier joint training exercise 
designed to practice operations, 
techniques and procedures as well as 
enhance interoperability among the 
services. Thousands of participants 
from all the services, Airmen, 
Soldiers, Sailors, Marines and Coast 
Guardsmen from active duty, Reserve 
and National Guard units are involved.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Kirsten Wicker)

Fuels Airmen, Marines 
support Northern Edge 2015
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(U.S. Air Force photos by Naoto Anazawa)

^Airman 1st Class Luis Andrade, 18th Component Maintenance Squadron electrical and environmental journeyman, 
unscrews an F-15C Eagle essential bus circuit breaker panel on Kadena Air Base, June 25. The breaker’s purpose 
is to prevent the systems from failing and to reduce the risk of electrical fi re by shutting off power to failed systems. 

18th CMS Airmen work around-
the-clock for F-15 modification

   Senior Airman Erin Matheny, 
18th Component Maintenance 
Squadron electrical and 
environmental journeyman, 
checks for applying power 
of an F-15C Eagle essential 
bus circuit breaker panel on 
Kadena Air Base, June 29. 
Airmen from 18th CMS have 
been working around-the-clock 
to rewire F-15C Eagle essential 
bus circuit breaker panels 
to help increase mission 
capabilities and to ensure 
unmatched combat power of 
Kadena’s aircraft. 

^
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By Tech. Sgt. Kristine Dreyer
353rd Special Operations Group Public Affairs
7/1/2015 - CAMP HANSEN — To meet 
the unique deployed demands levied 
upon the combat mission support team, 
the 320th Special Tactics Squadron cre-
ated a program that gives their combat 
mission support specialists, known as 
Gold Team, the training needed to en-
sure the operators get the support they 
need in real world operations.
 Members from 320th Special Tactics 
Squadron Gold Team completed Gold 
Th under 2.0 June 22-26 at Camp Han-
sen, Japan.
 Gold Th under 2.0 is a humanitarian 
assistance disaster relief scenario exer-
cise put together to train the combat 
mission support personnel in land and 
water navigation, establishing a Special 
Tactics Operations Center, STOC, and 
a forward logistics hub along with other 
skills such as family of special operations 
vehicles, FOSOV, qualifi cation training, 
Krav Maga hand-to-hand combat train-
ing and exfi ltration capabilities utilizing 
rotary wing aircraft .
 “Gold Th under is designed to main-
tain a disciplined, cohesive and high 
endurance cadre of combat mission 
support personnel that can tolerate the 
uncertainty inherent to special opera-
tions,” said Lt. Col. Edmund Loughran, 
320th STS commander. “I could not be 
more proud of Gold Team and what 
they have accomplished this week as 
they hone their unique skill sets to proj-
ect SOF airpower in the Pacifi c.”
 Th is is a continuation to Gold Th un-
der 1.0 held previously where the Spe-
cial Tactics combat mission support 
personnel from various career fi elds 
such as supply, aircrew fl ight equip-
ment, and vehicle maintenance and 
operations, were taught urban jungle 
land navigation skills by the 320th STS 
survival, evasion, resistance and escape 
specialist.
 “At the 320th, support personnel 
must be held to a high standard to meet 
the demanding tasks and ops tempo,” 
said U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Th eodore 

Fioto, 320th Special Tactics Squadron, 
Gold Team fl ight chief. “Here we are 
considered a force multiplier and work 
alongside the Special Tactics operators 
in the AOR specifi cally during Humani-
tarian Assistance/Disaster Relief events.
 Th e exercise began with rotary wing 
aircraft  familiarity training. During the 
training, each person learned the proper 
way to enter and exit the aircraft  from 
a 33rd Rescue Squadron HH-60 a Pave 
Hawk crew.
 On day two of the exercise, the Gold 
Th under forces were dropped off  in an 
urban location and given the location 
of their watercraft . Th ey were advised 
to split into two groups, so they could 
blend in better just as required in a real 
world situation. Once they found the 
watercraft , they were given the coordi-
nates for their fi nal destination, and, as 
a team, they navigated through the wa-
ter to their forward operating location 
where they set up to receive HA/DR 
supplies and set up a 24-hour STOC .
 “One of our commander’s intent is to 
deploy the support personnel in Gold 
Flight as a mobile command and con-
trol in order to keep our operators mov-
ing forward and allowing a supply line 
as well as a communications relay posi-
tion,” said Fioto. “Take Operation Da-
mayan for example, we had four combat 
mission support personnel hopping air-
fi eld to airfi eld assisting in the STS moto 
‘First there/Th at others may live.’“
 On the third and fi nal day, Gold 
Th under participants put their rotary 
wing training from day one into action 
when the scenario called for a sanitation 
and evacuation of the location by water 
via rotary wing aircraft . Each person 
was hoist from the water by 320th STS 
Pararescuemen into a Kadena-based 
HH-60 helicopter from the 33rd Rescue 
Squadron.
 “Th is was great training,” said U.S. 
Air Force Airman 1st Class Collin Bour-
que, 320th STS. “Th e support personnel 
do deploy out with the operators, so this 
training will help us be able to handle 
situations like this in a real world sce-

A 320th Special Tactics Squadron 
pararescueman hoists a Gold 
Team member out of the water 
into a Kadena-based HH-60 from 
the 33rd Rescue Squadron during 
Gold Thunder 2.0 held at Camp 
Hansen July 24.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Kristine Dreyer)

USAF, RNZAF work together 
during Flash Lantern Net

  U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Matthew Packer (left), 353rd 
Special Operations Support Squadron, and New Zealand 
Army Private Te Karanga-o-te-tui Marino (right) watch as an 
MC-130H Combat Talon II, from the 1st Special Operations 
Squadron conducts an air drop June 22 at a Drop Zone in 
Kaipara, New Zealand, during Exercise Flash Lantern Net. 
Members from the 353rd Special Operations Group and 
the Royal New Zealand Air Force and Army participating 
in Exercise Flash Lantern Net June 18-27 at Royal New 
Zealand Air Force Base Auckland in New Zealand.

   Royal New Zealand Air Force Air Movements personnel 
prepare to load a Container Delivery System pallet on to a 
1st Special Operations Squadron MC-130H Combat Talon II 
aircraft June 22 at Whenuapai, New Zealand, while another 
Combat Talon II aircraft takes off in the background. 

(New Zealand Defense Force photos by Roderick Mackenzie) 

^

^

Gold Thunder 2.0 
prepares ST combat 
mission support team 
for real world ops
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By Lt. j.g. Robert J. Valentic
Patrol Squadron 45 Public Affairs Offi ce
7/7/2015 - CLARK AIR BASE, Philip-
pines — Sailors from Patrol Squadron 
45 (VP-45) recently commemorated 
veterans interred in the Clark Veterans 
Cemetery with a wreath-laying ceremo-
ny. Th e cemetery, located in the Clark 
Freeport Zone outside Clark Air Base, is 
the burial site for thousands of veterans, 
both American and Philippine. Aircrew, 
maintenance and support personnel 
from VP-45 are currently on detachment 
to Clark Air Base supporting maritime 
operations and strengthening relations 
with the Philippine armed forces.
 Th e Clark Veterans Cemetery, located 
in the province of Pampanga, Philippines, 
can trace its history back to 1900 aft er 
the conclusion of the Spanish-American 
War. Th e U.S. began establishing a num-
ber of Army and Naval posts throughout 
the Philippine islands, each with their 
own cemeteries. 
 At the conclusion of World War II, the 
American and Philippine governments 
decided to disinter and relocate the re-
mains of veterans whom did not partici-
pate in the war. Th eir remains were trans-
ported from four separate U.S. Army post 
cemeteries to one central location at the 
newly created military post cemetery of 
Fort Stotsenburg. Later, in 1949, control 
of Fort Stotsenburg was transferred from 
the U.S. Army to the U. S. Air Force and 
renamed Clark Air Force Base.
 Following the departure of American 
forces from Clark in 1991, the Clark Vet-

erans Cemetery rapidly fell into a state of 
disrepair aft er 90 years of honoring the 
remains of the fallen. Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) Post 2485, Angeles City, 
recognized the need to restore honor and 
dignity to this last resting place for over 
8,000 American and Philippine heroes. 
Th ey, along with other concerned veter-
ans and local organizations, restored the 
cemetery to a semblance of order and 
respect deserving of those interred. Th ey 
maintained the grounds solely through 
voluntary eff orts and donations until 2013 
when the American Battle Monuments 
Commission was directed, by law, to op-
erate and maintain Clark Veterans Cem-
etery following an agreement between the 
Republic of the Philippines and the U.S.
 During their visit, VP-45 detachment 
members received a brief history and 
plan for future developments from retired 
Master Chief Aviation Ordnanceman Lar-
ry A. Adkison, Superintendent, Ameri-
can Battle Monuments Commission, Ma-
nila American Cemetery. Following the 
brief, maintenance personnel and aircrew 
members from combat aircrews (CAC) 4 
and 8 conducted the wreath-laying cere-
mony. Th e wreath, reading “We Will Nev-
er Forget,” was placed at the “Monument 
to the Unknown Dead” obelisk, erected 
in remembrance of those that died during 
the Philippine-American War.
 “We felt it incumbent upon us to pay 
due respect to the fallen military mem-
bers from generations past,” said Lieu-
tenant Justin Rogers, detachment offi  cer 
in charge. “It was an absolute honor to 

take part in this ceremony and a true in-
spiration to watch our sailors absorb the 
history and meaning behind this solemn 
occasion. Th e Pelicans owe Mr. Adkison 
a debt of gratitude for allowing us to be 
part of this ceremony, concurrent with 
the 68th Anniversary of the Philippine 
Air Force.”
 Following the ceremony, sailors were 
able to tour the cemetery and refl ect on 
the gravity of the sacrifi ces made by the 
fallen.

 “Th ese are the places that oft en times 
get left  out of the history books,” said 
Aviation Warfare Systems Operator 2nd 
Class Aaron Schimdt of CAC-8. “We, es-
pecially as the nation’s armed forces, can’t 
allow their role in our proud history to be 
forgotten.” 
 VP-45 is currently forward deployed 
to the 7th Fleet Area of Operations to en-
sure the U.S. is best postured to honor its 
security commitments and to contribute 
to regional security and stability.

Pelicans pay homage to fallen 
at Clark Veterans Cemetery

^Members of Patrol Squadron 45 listen as Lt. Justin Rogers, Detachment Offi cer-in-charge, presents a wreath during 
a ceremony to honor the fallen heroes at Clark Veterans Cemetery, Pampanga, Philippines, June 27. Patrol Squadron 45 
is currently on detachment to Clark Air Base in support of C7F objectives to include strengthening Maritime Partnerships 
in the PACOM AOR. 

 (U.S. Navy photo by Lt. j.g. Robert J. Valentich)
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Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services would like 
to remind everyone to program their cell 
phones with the emergency numbers. To 
report an emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 
098-934-5911, and from an offi ce phone, 
dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-
911-1911, or from an offi ce phone, dial 911.
 
Typhoon Emergency Supply Kit 
shopping list
In preparation for typhoon season, the 18th 
Civil Engineer Squadron’s Readiness and 
Emergency Management Flight has released 
a recommended shopping list for household 
emergency supply kits. The recommended 
supplies are as follows:
· 1 gallon of water per person per day 

(three days’ worth minimum)
· Non-perishable foods such as beef jerky 

and canned goods
· Flashlight with extra batteries
· Radio with extra batteries
· Personal hygiene items
· Candles and matches
· Can opener

For more information, call Staff Sgt. Matthew 
McNutt at 634-4404.

Road construction for repaving 
Vincent Avenue, (between Beeson Street and 
Schreiber Avenue) will be partially closed 
from July 13 to Aug. 1 due to construction. 
The traffi c fl ow will be reduced to single 
lane, one way during the construction days.  
Kadena High School will have continuous 
access throughout the construction time. 
Construction signs will be in place to assist 
with the fl ow of traffi c. Be patient and be 
prepared for potential delays or detours in 
this area. For more information, call Tomoko 
Morishita at 632-7070 or Staff Sgt. Wilbur 
Raguini at 632-8567.

AFPC Enlisted evaluation system 
roadshow briefing
The Airman and Family Readiness Center 
will be hosting an Enlisted Evaluation 
System roadshow briefi ng July 17 at the 
Keystone Theater from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
Briefi ng will inform members on the Enlisted 
Evaluation System pillars and the major 
changes that have occurred. Discussion 
items will include static closeout dates, new 
enlisted evaluation forms, force distribution, 
restricted stratifi cation, the Master Sgt. 
board, and WAPS changes. Additional 
information can be found on myPers . For 
more information, call Capt. Kristen Baker 
at 634-7202.

Air Force Reserve Recruiting office 
moved
The Air Force Reserve Recruiting offi ce 
has moved to Bldg. 428, which shares a 
parking lot with the Schilling Community 
Center across from the 18th Security 
Forces Squadron. For more information or 
assistance in your transitioning needs, call 
Master Sgt. Kylie Costa at 634-5174 or visit 
Bldg. 428, room 122.

Unexploded ordnance discovered in 
Mashiki district
A 125kg unexploded ordnance manufac-
tured in the United States was discovered 
in a construction site of a new house in 
Mashiki district May 26. The bomb has 
been surrounded by a protective wall and 
the area has been established as a no 
entry zone. Upon coordination with the 
prefecture, Japan Self-Defense Force and 
the Ginowan Police Department, the bomb 
disposal is scheduled to take place July 12 
from 10:40-11:40 a.m., though times are 
subject to change due to evacuation, traffi c 
conditions and bomb disposal procedures. 
The unexploded ordnance is located at 

2-24-13 Mashiki, Ginowan City at an eleva-
tion of approximately 5 meters. Coordinates 
for the ordnance are 26.276373 Latitude, 
127.735788 Longitude. Upward damage 
in the event of accidental detonation is 
estimated to reach 686 meters in altitude, 
which is the scatter distance of fl ying de-
bris. For more information, contact Shingo 
Tamashiro from the Ginowan City Disaster 
Prevention Offi ce at 892-3151. The contact 
number on the disposal date is 080-1741-
1301.

Air Force Reserve Separation 
Briefing
The Air Force Reserve Separation Briefi ng 
has changed location and day. The Air 
Force Reserve Separation Briefi ng for 
Palace Front and Palace Chase will be 
held every Tuesday at 10 a.m. in Bldg. 
428 in the classroom.  Bldg. 428 shares a 
parking lot with the Schilling Community 
Center and is across from the 18th Security 
Forces Squadron. For more information or 
assistance in your transitioning, call Master 
Sgt. Kylie Costa at 634-5174 or visit Bldg. 
428 room 122.

Pre-separation Counseling and 5-Day 
Transition GPS Workshop (TAP)
The Airman and Family Readiness Center 
will hold Pre-separation Counseling for 
members who are planning to separate 
or retire within the next 12-24 months 
every Thursday from 9-11 a.m. Upon 
completion of pre-separation counseling, 
members will be eligible to attend the 
fi ve-Day Transition GPS Workshop (TAP). 
Dates for the workshop are as follows: 
July 13-17. Aug. 24-28. Sept. 14-18. Oct. 
10-23. Nov. 16-20. Dec. 7-11. Attending 
either event does not mandate a member 
to retire or separate. For more information, 
call the Airman & Family Readiness Center 
at 634-3366.

Partial road closures and driveway 
closure
There will be partial road closures to install 
new communication lines for supporting 
construction of AF659 Base Supply 
Complex. The partial closures are scheduled 
as follows: Douglas and Kuter Boulevards 
intersection: July 25 to Aug. 2, from 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Fisher Avenue: Aug. 22-24 from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m.  Driveway at Kuter Boulevard 
by Bldg. 798: closed Aug. 8-10. For more 
information, call Eishin Hiyajo at 634-4285.

PACOM ASBBC needs blood drives
The U.S. Pacifi c Command Armed Services 
Blood Bank Center is looking for commands 
and organizations that are willing to sponsor 
blood drives in July and August. Pick a date 
and a mobile team can come to the location 
and collect donations, or sponsor a drive 
and host it in the main facility on Camp 
Foster. For more information, call Mandy 
McCammon at 646-9943 or 646-9939, or 
email mandy.mccammon@med.navy.mil.

Chapel 2 traditional worship service 
time change
Chapel 2 traditional worship service time 
has been changed to10:30 a.m. For more 
information, call Cristina Valentin at 634-
2214.

New higher-level education 
opportunities across U.S. Pacific 
Command
The Department of Defense recently awarded 
contracts to four colleges and universities 
to provide resident college and graduate 
programs at overseas military installations 
across U.S. Pacifi c Command to include 
mainland Japan, Okinawa, Korea and Guam. 
New contracts were awarded to University 
of Maryland, Central Texas College, Embry 
Riddle Aeronautical University and Troy 
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In the spring, cooling is 
activated when the 7 day 
average high temperature 
is above 73˚F. The average 
calculation uses 4 days 
of actual temperatures 
and 3 days of forecast 
temperatures to allow 
cooling to be activated prior 
to temperatures exceeding 
73˚F excessively.

Housing Maintenance Service Call operates 24/7 to allow occupants to submit 
maintenance needs. 634-4663 (HOME), option 6. (Must be dialed through base 
operator 098-938-1111)

Between the hours of 0230-0330 service work orders will be taken by phone at 634-
HOME, option 5) (Must be dialed through base operator 098-938-1111)

All routine or urgent work order requirements can be submitted online using your 
home/work computer at: http://www.kadena.af.mil/shared/media/document/
AFD-141022-064.pdf or called in during hours of operation.

Cooling Switchover Temperatures Air Conditioning:

7 day average high is above 73˚F (23˚C) No later than 15 AprilActivation:

7 day average high is below 73˚F (23˚C) No later than 28 DecemberDeactivation:

· Do not block return air guard
· Change/ clean fi lter every 30 days
· If you own pets change fi lter every two weeks
· Keep outdoor condenser and compressor free of debris
· Clean, dust and vacuum your home regularly

· Keep home temperature between 70-76 throughout 
cooling season

· Keep all east and west facing windows closed, with the 
blinds closed.  Direct sunlight can heat the inside of a 
home quickly

Central A/C tips

1 6

2 7

8

9

3

4

5

University. For more information, call the 
Education Offi ce at 634-1500, option 1 or 
email Kadenaeducationoffi ce@us.af.mil.

Partial road closures on Douglas 
Boulevard
For the next several months there will be 
partial road closures on Douglas Blvd. to 
accommodate a sewer line installation The 
closures are scheduled as follows: From 
Warfi eld Road to McKennon Avenue – May 
26 through Oct. 31./ Gate 1 visitor parking 
lot entrance from/exit to inbound lanes – 
Nov. 11 – 30. / Gate 1 outbound – Dec. 22, 
2015 through Jan. 15, 2016. / Pavement 
restoration of above areas – Jan. 16 through 
March 31, 2016. For more information, call 
Tsuguo Asato at 634-4879.
 
AFRC offering free coupons 
The Airman and family Readiness Center 
has pre-cut coupons valid for use in the 
Commissary and Exchange. Stop by Bldg. 
220 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday to pick some up. Coupons 
can be redeemed overseas for up to 6 
month past their expiration date.  For more 
information, call Lorrie Perkins at 634-3366.

Leaders Encouraging 
Airman Development (LEAD) 
commissioning opportunity
It is the time of year for outstanding Airmen 
to apply to the United States Air Force 
Academy (USAFA) and Preparatory School. 
Interested Airmen must be academically 
qualifi ed, of high moral character, possess 
exceptional leadership potential, and meet 
all USAFA entry requirements. For further 
information and to apply online, visit the 
Academy Admissions website at www.
academyadmissions.com and start the 
pre-candidate questionnaire or emailUSAF_
DVP@usafa.edu. 

Kadena arrival, sign-in and in-
processing (active duty Air Force 
personnel)
Upon arrival to Kadena Air Base, all Airmen 
must fi rst report to their respective unit’s 
Command Support Staff, intro manager or 
admin staff representative for initial duty 
assignment, notifi cation upon arrival or 

the next duty day after weekend arrival. 
After unit sign-in, report to the Kadena 
Military Personnel Section with completed 
IDA notifi cation for in-processing. MPS in-
processing is conducted Monday – Friday at 
8 a.m. at the MPS, Bldg. 721B, room H100. 
For more information, call MPS Customer 
Support at 634-4537.

UPCOMING EVENTS
ACE monthly meeting
Airmen Committed to Excellence is 
scheduled to hold its monthly meeting 
July 14 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the 
Bingata Room of the Schilling Community 
Center. Airmen are encouraged to come 
out and learn about all of the things the 
junior enlisted council is planning. There will 
also be multiple leadership roles and other 
opportunities for airmen to take advantage 
of. Lunch will be provided. For more 
information, call Airman 1st Class Brandon 
Hagler at 634-4710.

Kadena 5/6 Council monthly meeting
The Kadena 5/6 Council is hosting a 

monthly meeting July 16 at noon at the 
Rocker NCO Club in the Kuba Room. The 
meetings are open to all E-5s and E-6s of 
all branches (Including E-5 Selects).  As 
always, lunch will be provided. For more 
information, call Staff Sgt. Kimberly Desilus 
at 634-8837.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteers needed for charitable 
dance event
The Special Olympics Nippon (SON) 
Okinawa is scheduled to hold a charitable 
dance event from 6-9 p.m. July 18 at Okinawa 
City Koza Music Town third fl oor. The SON 
Okinawa’s currently recruiting Country and 
Western enjoyers (amateurs welcome) from 
the military community who can volunteer 
for a 15-minute performance (with basic 
tunes) and dance along with local special 
needs athletes during the event timeframe. 
This event is to support daily missions 
and activities of SON Okinawa. For more 
information, call Sayaka Kawatake, U.S. 
volunteer coordinator at 634-4142, or email 
sayaka.kawatake.jp@us.af.mil. 



Kadena celebrates 
Fourth of July with 
Rockinʼ the Block
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Kadena celebrates 
Fourth of July with 
Rockinʼ the Block

(Top photo) Members of Team 
Kadena and their families watch 
their children play on a carousel 
during the 18th Force Support 
Squadron’s Rockin’ the Block on 
Kadena Air Base, June 27. The 
event featured live music, crafts, 
food and prize drawings. Rockin’ 
the Block was open to Status of 
Forces Agreement personnel and 
their families in honor of the Fourth 
of July. (Middle left photo) 
Local artist ‘Anly’ performs during 
the event. (Middle right 
photo) AS Alliance, a Japanese 
rock band, performs during 
the event. (Bottom photo) 
A spectator takes pictures of 
fi reworks during the 18th Force 
Support Squadron’s Rockin’ the 
Block on Kadena Air Base, June 
27. Fireworks could be seen from 
across the installation.

^Gavin Degraw performs for members of Team Kadena and their families during Rockin’ the Block 
on Kadena Air Base, June 27. The event also featured performances from Japanese musicians. 
Rockin’ the Block was held as a community celebration of the Fourth of July.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)


