
By Airman 1st Class
Corey Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/23/2015 — Dr. Jill Biden, wife 
of Vice President Joe Biden, 
visited Kadena July 23 to show 
support for military families 
and spread awareness for the 
Joining Forces Initiative.
 She stopped in at the 
Kadena USO Block Party, aft er 
traveling around Indo-Asia-
Pacifi c countries promoting 
educational opportunities 

and economic empowerment 
for women. During Biden’s 
USO visit, she spoke about 
her initiative to support better 
educational opportunities and 
employment resources for 
military benefi ciaries.
 Joining Forces is an initiative 
designed to aid service members, 
veterans, and their families by 
encouraging private sectors to 
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Kadena Airmen,
Navy Seabees combine 
for joint training

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Maeson L. Elleman)

^Airman from the 18th Civil Engineer Squadron works alongside U.S. Navy Sailors from Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5 to 
connect fi berglass panels during joint airfi eld damage repair training on Kadena Air Base, July 23. The training gave U.S. Air Force 
and Navy participants the opportunity to gain familiarity with one another while practicing skills they could potential implement in a 
wartime environment. 

Master Sgt. David Custer, Vermont Air National Guard’s 158th Maintenance Squadron lead 
crew chief, stands in front of a F-16 Fighting Falcon July, 16, on Kadena Air Base. His name 
can be found printed on the right side of the aircraft as he is held responsible for ensuring 
the jet is properly maintained. The 158th ANG Fighter Wing is providing a theater security 
package throughout the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class John Linzmeier) 
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Better than 
owning a racecar

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis) 

^Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice President Joe Biden, speaks to service members and their 
families July 23.

Second Lady visits 
military families 
at Kadena

By Airman 1st Class
Zackary A. Henry
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/27/2015 — Team Kadena’s 
18th Wing received the Verne 
Orr award for the 2014 fi scal 
year.
 Th e award, named aft er 
14th Secretary of the Air Force 
George Vernon Orr, is present-
ed annually by the Air Force 
Association to a unit or organi-
zation that most eff ectively uses 
its resources to accomplish the 
Air Force mission.
 Pacifi c Air Force’s own 18th 
Wing is the U.S. Air Force’s 
largest and most diverse com-
bat wing, with fi ve groups, 17 
wing staff  agencies and 26 joint 
partner units directing 9,200 
personnel, 80 aircraft  and more 
than $4 billion in assets able to 
deliver rapid and precise air, 
space and cyberspace capabil-
ities to protect and defend the 

United States, its territories 
and our allies and partners.
 “Th e men and women the 
18th Wing are very deserving 
of this prestigious Verne Orr 
Award,” said Brig. Gen. Barry 
Cornish, 18th Wing com-
mander.
 Kadena’s 18th Wing has won 
multiple Air Force and PACAF 
awards, to include the Air 
Force Raytheon Award, best in 
environmental quality in the Air 
Force, the best airfi eld manage-
ment unit in the Air Force and 
the best Command Cyber Read-
iness Inspection score in the Air 
Force, among many others.
 “Th is award is recognition of 
the innovation and creativity 
of our Airmen and ability to 
make the most of our re-
sources,” Cornish said. “Team 
Kadena Airmen go the extra 
mile to ensure our Nation and 
our allies have the very best we 

can provide, from generating 
combat airpower to providing 
a strategic forward base.”
 Kadena’s use of all of its assets 
and resources continues to pro-
vide unmatched combat power 
for the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region 
providing for the common 
defense of Japan and its allies.
 “Kadena’s Airmen accom-
plish our mission every day,” 
said Chief Master Sgt. Charles R. 
Hoff man, 18th Wing command 
chief. “Th at’s really what it’s all 
about, completing the mission.”
 As a command chief, Hoff -
man is not only focused on the 
mission, but on the Airmen as 
well.
 “I am always pushing to 
ensure the Airmen are taken 
care of and the mission gets 
completed,” Hoff man said. “But 
I am truly encouraged by those 
same Airmen who accomplish 
this immense mission every day.”

Team Kadena earns Verne Orr award
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By Airman 1st Class 
John Linzmeier
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/23/2015 — Two fi gures 
casually, yet confi dently, walk 
to their fl ightline parking spot, 
awaiting the arrival of their 
aircraft . Th e screams of an F-16 
Fighting Falcon approach. Both 
Airmen exchange a glance and 
fl ow into the motions of parking 
the jet.
 It almost looks like a dance.
 “It’s like we know exactly 
what to do and how to commu-
nicate without saying a word,” 
said Master Sgt. David Custer. 
“Th at’s the bonus that comes 
with working with the same 
team for so many years.”
 As a lead crew chief in the 
Vermont National Guard’s 
158th Maintenance Squadron, 
Custer has a unique relation-
ship with his teammates rarely 
found among his active duty 
counterparts. While an active 
duty Airman moves from one 
assignment to the next within 
just a few years, Custer stayed 
with his ANG unit for what he 
calls the ‘long haul,’ permitting 
him the privilege of bonding 
and growing with his unit for an 
exceptionally long time.
 “A buddy and I have been 
working side-by-side for 11 
years, which is actually pretty 
common for us,” Custer said. 
“It’s pretty neat in that aspect.”
 Custer wasn’t always a 
guardsman; he originally enlist-
ed as active duty in 1999. When 
searching for a career path, he 
heard that crew chiefs get to be 
in charge of their own jet, which 
sounded very appealing.  Since 
that day, Custer committed to 
his new role in full throttle and 
hasn’t looked back.
 In 2003, Custer transitioned 
to the Guard side of the Air 
Force. He enjoyed it, but a part 
time role simply wasn’t enough 
for his nature. Th e next year he 
found a full time position with 
the 158th Air National Guard 
of Vermont, which he holds to 
this day.
 Custer found no lack of ex-
citement working full time. He 
is currently on his seventh de-
ployment here at Kadena, aiding 
a theater security package and 
projecting mobility and power 

throughout the Indo-Asia-Pa-
cifi c Region. To this day he can’t 
recall how many TDYs he has 
embarked on.
 Not only has the Air Guard 
provided him an avenue to 
create a career full of memories 
with the same unit over the last 
decade, it’s given him ample 
time to get to know his liveli-
hood - his aircraft . 
 “Each jet has its own person-
ality with its crew chief,” said 
Custer. “When you get to know 
your jet so well, it gets personal. 
I will tell people to step away 
from my jet if people aren’t 
taking care of it.”
 Having a sense of ownership 
is not unusual for dedicated 
crew chiefs like Custer. His own 
trainee, Senior Airman Charles 
Th urston, said that he’s the kind 
of person who will look you 
straight in the eye and say, “that 
aircraft  — it’s mine,” and seri-
ously mean it. Aft er all, his name 
is printed boldly on the jet’s side.
 Aft er experiencing both the 
active duty and guard sides of 
the Air Force, Custer realized 
that the eff orts and sacrifi ces put 
into his career fi eld are the same 
for crew chiefs across the board.
 “I wish people knew about 
the heartache it takes to be a 
crew chief,” he said. “We have 
the most cutthroat jobs working 
out here on our jets from sunup 
to sundown. We know we don’t 
always get recognized for our 

work, but at the end of the day 
we just shrug it off  because we 
know that we make jets fl y, and 
that’s what the Air Force’s mis-
sion is.”
 With so many years of experi-
ence under his belt, keeping his 
aircraft  in top shape is only one 
of his major responsibilities. He 
must also set a positive example 
for rising crew chiefs under his 
leadership and set standards for 
the next generation of Airmen. 
 “He makes me want to strive 
to that level of mastery,” Th ur-
ston said. “Whenever there’s a 
problem with the aircraft , he’s 
usually one of the fi rst people 
I go to when looking for help. 
Th at’s the kind of position I’d 
like to see myself in someday.” 
 Custer and his 158th team-
mates put plenty of sweat, long 
hours and mental energy into 
maintaining their F-16s in 
diff erent climates around the 
globe, but it’s always a means 
to something greater. Th eir 
work makes it possible for ANG 
fi ghters to train alongside with 
active duty aircraft , providing 
air support to where it’s needed.
 “It really is the coolest 
thing,” said Custer. “It’s better 
than owning a racecar. Yeah, 
my work can be a frustrating 
sometimes, but when you take 
pride in it and ownership in it, 
I can defi nitely say it’s the most 
rewarding thing I’ve done in 
my life.”
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the offi cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or 
services advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not  constitute endorsement by the Depart-
ment of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight  Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised.  Everything advertised in this publication shall 
be made available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political af-
filiation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.   For commercial advertising, inquiry, send Email to info@samuraigate.jp
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Brig. Gen. Joel A. Clark, 158th Fighter Wing assistant adjutant general, speaks to Senior 
Airman Ryan Bowles, 158th FW aerospace propulsion technician, and Senior Airman 
Morgan Rollins, 158th FW crew chief, during his visit to Kadena Air Base, July 23. Members 
of the Vermont Air National Guard, also known as the Green Mountain Boys, are currently 
deployed to Kadena to enhance regional security in the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region and 
demonstrate the U.S. commitment to stability. 

Chief Master Sgt Matthew Caruso, Air Force Special Operations Command command chief, 
speaks to 353rd Special Operations Group Airmen at the Marshall Dining Facility during his 
visit to Kadena Air Base, July 21. The purpose of his visit is to observe 353rd SOG facilities 
and capabilities and meet with the Airmen to hear their concern, opinion and questions. 
Caruso answered questions and offered to help make changes that would improve the 
everyday lives and operations of the Airmen. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Zackary A. Henry)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

158th FW commander 
visits flightline troops

AFSOC command 
chief visits Kadena

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class John Linzmeier) 

^Master Sgt. David Custer, Vermont Air National Guard’s 158th Maintenance Squadron lead 
crew chief, martials a U.S. Air Force F-16 Fighting Falcon into its parking space on Kadena Air 
Base, July, 22.
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By Staff Sgt.
Maeson L. Elleman
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/28/2015 — Airmen from the 
18th Civil Engineer Squadron 
worked side-by-side with U.S. 
Navy Seabees from Naval 
Mobile Construction Battalion 
5 during joint airfi eld damage 
repair (ADR) training June 23.
 Th e training gave the two 
forces the opportunity to gain 
familiarity with one another 
while practicing skills they 
could potentially implement 
in a wartime environment.
 “It’s always good training,” 
said U.S. Navy Petty Offi  cer 1st 
Class Dean Cuenca, NMCB 5 
construction electrician and 
Navy assistant NCO in charge 
for the training. “It’s great to 
carry out the mission that the 
Navy has for the Seabees and 
it’s always great to experience 
what’s outside of the United 
States. Joint exercises are al-
ways great being that we might 
do something diff erent than 
our brothers and sisters might 
do. It’s a great opportunity.”
 According to Cuenca, the 
training isn’t a frequent occur-
rence for the Seabees. How-
ever, he said it’s an experience 
that shouldn’t be taken lightly.
 “Th is is a good opportunity 
to integrate with our brothers 
and sisters in the Air Force to 
kind of see how their TTPs 
(tactics, techniques and pro-
cedures) and their scheme of 
maneuvers go,” he said. “As far 
as airfi eld damage repair goes, 
a lot of services have an ADR 

organization, and it’s just our 
way to view how the Air Force 
conducts or executes their 
mission. We have our way; we 
come here with an open mind 
to see how the Air Force does 
it and maybe implement that 
into our team training.”
 During the scenario, the 
engineers had to practice all 
the steps required to rapidly 
repair a damaged runway to 
ensure aircraft  can continue to 
takeoff . Th is ensures that even 
if Kadena was attacked it could 
do what it does best: provide 
unmatched combat power to 
the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region.
 To do that, the Airmen and 
Sailors took to the controls of 
heavy machinery in order to 
fi ll a previously dug 50-foot 
crater with surrounding de-
bris.
 Next, dump trucks supplied 
the workers with more fi ller, 
where the machinery was used 
to shape and level the hole to 
certain measurements before 
also being pressed into place 
by a roller and covered with a 
fi berglass sheet.
 Th ough many of the pro-
cedures are similar for both 
services, the Air Force has a 
more extensive set of training 
that allows them to also inte-
grate airfi eld lighting systems 
into the repair.
 According to Cuenca, the 
diff erent services go to the 
same technical training school 
to learn ADR procedures. 
However, once the Sailors 
graduate, the Airmen remain 

behind to continue training on 
the airfi eld lighting systems.
 “Right now, for a lot of the 
personnel going to learn this 
skill, it’s benefi cial to them 
because if we do our ADR 
mission, if it’s something 
they encounter later on in the 
future, it’s something they’re 
already exposed to by doing 
this training with the Air 
Force,” Cuenca said.
 It’s this partnership with 
another branch of the U.S. mil-
itary that’s a vital component 
to future joint operations.
 “It’s really all about consis-
tency and chemistry,” said 2nd 
Lt. David Brown-Dawson, 18th 
Civil Engineer Squadron op-
erations engineer. “If we were 
to be attacked, that very well 
could be what happens in real 
world situations. Being able to 

have that chemistry we already 
built through these training 
sessions - that just helps us 
even more to accomplish the 
mission more eff ectively if that 
comes to pass.”
 Brown-Dawson said despite 
the challenges of working with 
another service, he hopes the 
two services can work together 
again in the near future.
 “Th ere are always diff er-
ences,” he said, “but I think 
we’re all coming together, and 
I think that’s been the biggest 
piece - coming together for the 
sake of the mission. I think it’s 
very important for us to train. 
Th is is a joint environment, 
this is a joint community and 
we have joint missions. To 
be able to train together is 
important to the success of our 
missions.”

provide them the tools needed 
to succeed throughout their 
military career and retirements. 
 “With the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan winding down,” Biden 
said, “it’s easy for most Americans 
to forget that we have men and 
women serving overseas along 
with their families. Th at’s one of 
the reasons Michelle Obama and 
I started Joining Forces — to give 
all Americans an opportunity to 
step up and show their support 
for military and their families.”
 Since JFI began in 2011, Biden 
has encouraged business owners 
to hire military spouses and 
challenged governors to pass 
laws to streamline licensing for 
service members and veterans.
 She also recognized a USO 
volunteer, Nikki Reed, and 
presented her with the Gold 
Presidential Service Award for 
volunteering more than 1,200 
hours for USO activities.
 “She (Biden) is a strong and 
vocal supporter of our service 
members and military families,” 
Reed said.
 Before leaving, Biden inter-
acted with the crowd, shaking 
hands and taking pictures, and 
expressed her thanks to the ser-
vice members and their families 
who make sacrifi ces for their 
country on a daily basis.
 Once she leaves Kadena, 
Biden will continue her tour 
around the region before re-
turning to Washington, D.C.
 For more information about 
Joining Forces, visit https://www.
whitehouse.gov/joiningforces.
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Maeson L. Elleman)

^Seaman Jacob Helfert, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5 equipment operator 
constructionman, uses heavy machinery to push debris away from a crater during joint 
airfi eld damage repair training on Kadena Air Base, July 23.
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By Tech. Sgt. Kristine Dreyer
353rd Special Operations Group Public Affairs
7/24/2015 - WAKE ISLAND AIRFIELD 
— Members from the 353rd Special 
Operations Group deployed to Andersen 
Air Base, Guam, July 18 to support the 
36th Crisis Response Group with the 
opening of Wake Island airfi eld aft er a 
typhoon hit the island.
 Prior to Typhoon Halola’s arrival, 
more than 125 Department of Defense 
members were evacuated July 15 leaving 
the island vacant. Aft er the typhoon 
moved past the island, a Special Tactics 
Team from the 320th Special Tactics 
Squadron was tasked to conduct the 
initial assessment of the runway.
 “Th e 353rd SOG responded quickly 
and effi  ciently to support the 36th 
CRG,” said Lt. Col. John Trube, 353rd 
SOG deputy commander and mission 
commander. “Th is operation not only 
demonstrated the SOG’s ability to 
quickly deploy anywhere, anytime in 
the Pacifi c, but it also showed seamless 
interoperability between the 36th CRG 
and the 353rd SOG that led to mission 
success.”
 Staged out of Andersen Air Base, 
Guam, an MC-130H Combat Talon II 
from the 1st Special Operations Squadron 
provided airlift  for a Special Tactics jump 
clearing team and combat search and 
rescue team to infi l Wake Island. Aft er 
conducting military freefall operations 
onto an unmarked drop zone, the opera-
tors were able to clear the runway, assess 
the airfi eld environment and receive the 
fi rst aircraft  within 20 minutes allowing 
the arrival of a C-17 Globemaster III 
from Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
Hawaii, carrying a team from the 36th 
CRG and Wake Island Airfi eld staff .
 “Th e sheer size of the Pacifi c can turn 
an ordinary mission into a real chal-
lenge,” said Lt. Col. Edmund Loughran, 

320th STS commander. “Special Tactics 
operators and MC-130 aircrew provide a 
rapid response to diffi  cult problems that 
makes it safer for the next guy to get the 
job done. I am very proud of what the 
Team was able to accomplish on Wake 
Island.”
 Once access to the island was gained, 
the crisis response Airmen from Andersen 
Air Base worked with the local residents 
to further assess the area for damage and 

reestablish the airfi eld, 
so normal operations 
could resume as 
quickly as possible.
 “It was critical 
that we open the 
airfi eld and get Wake 
Island back online 
quickly,” said Col. Lee 
Anderson, 36th CRG 
commander. “Th e 
team from 353rd 

SOG showed up with skilled operators 
ready to execute. It’s always a pleasure to 
work with the Quiet Professionals.”
 Wake Island airfi eld, located in the Pa-
cifi c Ocean between Japan and Hawaii, is 
ran by the U.S. Air Force and is managed 
by the PACAF Regional Support Center 
at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, 
Alaska. In addition to being a strategic 
location in the Pacifi c, Wake Island serves 
as a divert airfi eld for overseas fl ights.

^A combat controller from the 320th Special Tactics Squadron clears the fi rst C-17 Globemaster 
III from Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, to land on Wake Island July 20 after it was hit 
by a typhoon. The special tactics team was the fi rst to arrive to the island by military freefall jump 
from an MC-130H Combat Talon II.

A special tactics team from the 320th Special 
Tactics Squadron jumps out of an MC-130H 
Combat Talon II to infi l onto Wake Island July 20.

Aircrew from the 1st Special Aircrew from the 1st Special 
Operations Squadron and Special Operations Squadron and Special 
Tactics operators from the 320th Tactics operators from the 320th 
Special Tactics Squadron, conduct Special Tactics Squadron, conduct 
mission planning for the opening mission planning for the opening 
of Wake Island while enroute to of Wake Island while enroute to 
Andersen Air Base, Guam, July 18Andersen Air Base, Guam, July 18

353rd SOG 353rd SOG 
collaborates with collaborates with 
36th CRG to open 36th CRG to open 
Wake Island airfi eldWake Island airfi eld

353rd SOG 
collaborates with 
36th CRG to open 
Wake Island airfi eld

Aircrew from the 1st Special 
Operations Squadron and Special 
Tactics operators from the 320th 
Special Tactics Squadron, conduct 
mission planning for the opening 
of Wake Island while enroute to 
Andersen Air Base, Guam, July 18

U.S. Air Force photos by Tech. Sgt. Kristine Dreyer
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Children from 
Chatan town visit 
Kadena, interact 
with American 
children

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Naoto Anazawa)

 Japanese and 
American children 
pose with ninja 
masks for a group 
photo at the Youth 
Center during their 
visit on Kadena 
Air Base, July 23. 
The visit gave 
American and 
Japanese children 
an opportunity to 
exchange culture by 
playing games and 
eating lunch together. 

^ Japanese children from Chatan Town elementary schools, enjoy 
hotdogs for lunch at the Youth Center during a visit on Kadena Air Base, 
July 23. During the visit, Japanese and American children played ping 
pong, and other games, and ate an American style lunch together in 
an effort to learn more about American culture and language.

^
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Tops in Blue wows Kadena
Tops in Blue members perform for the crowd at the 
Keystone Theater on Kadena Air Base, July 22. Tops 
in Blue serves as an expeditionary entertainment unit 
tasked with providing quality entertainment for the 
worldwide Air Force family. This year’s performance, 
“Freedom’s Song,” is being performed for service 
members and their families throughout the United 
States as well as 20 countries worldwide. 

   Airman 1st 
Class Mitchell 
Dixon, Tops in 
Blue vocalist, 
sings to the 
crowd during a 
performance at 
the Keystone 
Theater on 
Kadena Air 
Base, July 22.

^

 U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis
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Structural
• Roof/ceiling leaks 
- place container/towels under leak to catch 

small amounts of water contact housing mx 
on regular duty hours

• Mold mediation
• Walls/doors/cabinet/roof repair
• Unsafe situations at playgrounds

Plumbing
• Clogged toilet (if more 

than one toilet in the 
home)

- use plunger repeatedly  
to clear

- if still clogged contact 
housing mx during 
regular duty hours

- if overfl owing turn water 
off to toilet by turning knob behind toilet all 
the way to the right until tight           

• Minor water leaks (controllable w/towels)
• Low water pressure 
• Sink/toilet leaks or clogs
• Garbage disposal inoperable
• Water discoloration

Electrical
• Electrical hot water heater minor leak
- place towels around the base of water  

heater and contact housing mx on regular  
duty hours

• Outlet/light inoperable

Housing Maintenance Service Call offers 
24/7 operations for taking all work orders:  
dial  634-4663 (HOME), option 6.

Between the hours of 0230-0330 dial 
634-HOME,option 5

All routine or urgent work order requirements 
can also be submitted online using your 
home/work computer at: http://www.kadena.
af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-141022-
064.pdf or called in during hours of operation. 

** Problems that could cause loss of life, 
major property damage, serious damage 
affecting health, safety, security, and area-
wide utility outages **

• Smoke detector/
fi re alarm activation  
(fi re)- CALL FIRE 
DEPT IMMEDIATELY

• Lock out
• Security- broken 

window
• Security- cannot 

close/open doors
• Safety/security- 

children locked in
• Safety- ceiling leaks that endanger 

electrical system
• No power or water 
• Electrical outlets sparking or smoking
• Electrical main circuit breaker tripping
• Smoke detector/ fi re alarm going off(no fi re)
• Electrical hot water heater major leak
• Electrical hot water heater inoperable
-(no hot water)
• ALL drains clogged
• Toilet /sink/shower clogged (if the only one 

in the home)
• Major water leak (fl ooding)
• Refrigerator inoperable
• Elevator inoperable
• Automatic tower doors

ORUrgent/Routine

Housing Maintenance
Emergency
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U.S. Army on Okinawa 
and U.S. Consulate 
General personnel 
jointly hosted “English 
Asakatsu” a morning 
English conversation 
at a local coffee shop 
July 23. The Asakatsu is 
designed so that military, 
family members and local 
residents can just show up 
on the day of the program 
to practice casual English 
conversation. The Yomitan 
Asakatsu is held every 
2nd and 4th Thursday 
of the month, and it is 
advertised through the 
consulate’s twitter and 
facebook account.

(Courtesy photo)

English AsakatsuSobe Summer 
School English 
Program

(U.S. Army photo by Rick Rzepka) 

An exceptional Army volunteer lent a hand teaching English to the children of 
Sobe Ward in Yomitan Village during the Sobe Summer School English Program 
July 24 at the local community center. Jennifer Toland, who has volunteered her 
time and energy giving back to the community since 2013, said she is excited 
to come back this summer to teach 20 students in grades one through six. This 
is the fi fth year the Army on Okinawa has supported the program, which is 
facilitated by U.S. Army Garrison – Okinawa’s Community Relations Offi ce. The 
class is held every Friday from 1000 until1100 at the Sobe Community Center 
and will run through August 21. If you are interested in volunteering, call (315) 
644-5133.
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By Rick Rzepka
U.S. Army Garrison – Okinawa
7/27/2015 - TORII STATION — Japa-
nese myth has it that a fi sherman named 
Urashima Taro once saved a turtle from 
certain death and was rewarded by the 
emperor of the sea with a journey to a 
palace at the bottom of the ocean. Upon 
his return, Taro realizes that 300 years 
have passed and he no longer recognizes 
his home. 
 Th e Environmental Division of the 
Directorate of Public Works at U.S. Army 
Garrison - Okinawa recently saved 88 
Loggerhead Turtle hatchlings from Ty-
phoon Chan-Hom, which made landfall 
on Okinawa July 10. According to envi-
ronmental specialists, the severe winds 
and rain would have certainly spelled the 
end for the tiny turtles, which were even-

tually released July 17 at Torii Beach where 
nesting occurs from April through August. 
 One by one, Environmental Specialist 
Tomoko Ikema plucked the sleepy-eyed 
hatchlings from a blue bin, setting them 
on a frenzied journey as they scuttled 
across the sand and out to sea. Th e 
reddish-brown Loggerheads, with their 
heart-shaped top shells, are listed as an 
endangered species under the protection 
of the Endangered Species Act of 1973.  
 Ikema, who takes daily strolls on Torii 
Beach searching for tracks and nests, is 
passionate about preserving the diversity 
of life on Torii Station and Okinawa for 
future generations.
 “Aside from being legally required, 
we need to maintain a rich diversity and 
healthy environment for humans and next 
generations,” said Ikema. “If we maintain 

the biodiversity, 
humans and other 
species will better 
survive any envi-
ronmental chang-
es. Biodiversity has 
signifi cant impacts 
on agriculture, as 
well as marine and 
fresh water food 
resources,” she 
said. 
 A c c o r d i n g 
to the National 
Oceanic and At-
mospheric Ad-
m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
Loggerheads face 
danger both in 
the water and on 

the beach. Th e main cause of decline 
and primary threat to Loggerhead turtle 
populations is capture in fi shing gear, like 
longlines and gillnets, but also in trawls 
and dredges.
 Ikema recommends not fi shing at 
night during nesting season, and picking 
up drift ed plastic and trash on the beach 
as simple but eff ective measures to take 
in protecting the fl ora and fauna on and 
around Torii Station.
 Th ere are 144 fl oral species and 487 fau-
na species observed at Torii Station — 48 of 
which are protected, according to Environ-
mental Division Chief Brandy Hawley. Th e 
biodiversity found at Torii Station make 
the installation unique, she said. 
 “Karst [limestone] features near the 
shoreline contain the greatest density 
and diversity of vegetation, which in turn 

creates potential habitat for several species 
of mammals, birds, reptiles and amphibi-
ans,” said Hawley. “Due to the diversifi ed 
habitat features at Torii Beach, many in-
digenous fl ora and fauna can be observed, 
including several protected species.”
 Unlike the Japanese myth of Urashima 
Taro, the garrison’s Environmental Divi-
sion doesn’t want future generations to 
wake up to a unrecognizable environment.   
 “Th e [Directorate of Public Work] 
Environmental Conservation programs 
are fortunate to have great support from 
our leadership and we continue to strive 
to protect our natural resources,” said 
Hawley.

Torii turtles saved from typhoon

(U.S. Army photos by Rick Rzepka) 

   Environmental Specialist Tomoko Ikema plucks 
sleepy-eyed hatchlings from a blue bin, setting them 
on a frenzied journey as they scuttle across the 
sand and out to sea.

^There are 144 fl oral species and 487 fauna 
species observed at Torii Station — 48 of which 
are protected, according to Environmental 
Division Chief Brandy Hawley. The biodiversity 
found at Torii Station make the installation 
unique, she said. 

^

M’s Mansion
Okinawa City
¥220,000/
month.
3 bed, 2 bath.
Easy access to 
Kadena AB.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Okinawa House
¥230,000/
month.
Newly built
3 bedrooms,
2 baths
Very close to 
Kadena AB.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Yomitan Home
¥220,000/
month.
5 bed, 2 bath. 
Very Spacious 
home w/ yard.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Gate 5 
Apartment
¥165,000/
month.
3 bed, 2 bath. 
Great location- 
close to 
Kadena!

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Kanekadan 
House
¥200,000 neg.  
3 bed, 1bath 
Banana tree in 
backyard! Tons 
of storage!

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Takahara Apt
¥200,000/
month.
4 bed, 2 bath. 
Two story 
and newly 
constructed.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808
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Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services would like to 
remind everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-
5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For 
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 
from an offi ce phone, dial 911.
 
Typhoon emergency supply kit 
shopping list
In preparation for typhoon season, the 18th 
Civil Engineer Squadron’s Readiness and 
Emergency Management Flight has released 
a recommended shopping list for household 
emergency supply kits. The recommended 
supplies are as follows:
 · 1 gallon of water per person per day (three 

days’ worth minimum)
 · Non-perishable foods such as beef jerky 

and canned goods
 ·  Flashlight with extra batteries
 ·  Radio with extra batteries
 · Personal hygiene items
 · Candles and matches
 · Can opener

For more information, call Staff Sgt. Matthew 
McNutt at 634-4404.
 
Limited customer service capability 
at TMO 
There will be limited customer service capability 
at TMO as all military personnel will be tasked 
to support the 18th Wing mobility machine 
Aug. 3-7. Military Local Contractors will still be 
able to assist, but customer service wait times 
will be longer than usual. For more information, 
contact TMO at 634-7792 or 634-7794.

Basketball & Life Skills 
Development Camp
Registration begins today for the “1st Annual 
Basketball and Life Skills Development 
Camp.” The camp will be Aug. 10-15 from 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m. and is open to high school boys 
and girls in grades 9-12. Registration is open 
to the fi rst 60 applicants and the deadline is 
July 31. Locations for the camp are the Kadena 
Education Center, Bldg. 59, rooms 113 and 
114 from 9-11 a.m. and Kadena Risner Fitness 
Center, Bldg. 109, from 12:30-3 p.m. For more 
information, call Master Sgt. Damien Seals at 
080-6490-1438 or blsdcamp@gmail.com.

Road construction for repaving
Vincent Avenue, (between Beeson Street and 
Schreiber Avenue) will be partially closed until 
Aug. 1 due to construction. The traffi c fl ow will 
be reduced to a single lane, one way during the 
construction days. Kadena High School will have 
continuous access throughout the construction 
time. Similarly, Club Street and Beeson Street, 
(between Kuter Boulevard and Rickenbacker 
Road) will be partially closed from Aug. 3-16 
due to construction. The traffi c fl ow will also 
be reduced to a single lane, one way during the 
construction days. The Kadena Offi cer’s Club 
will have continuous access throughout the 
construction time. Construction signs will be in 
place to assist with the fl ow of traffi c, but please 
be patient and be prepared for potential delays 
or detours in this area. For more information, 
call Ms. Tomoko Morishita at 632-7070 or Staff 
Sgt. Wilbur Raguini at 632-8567.

American Red Cross-Youth 
Volunteer Program
Applications are currently being accepted for 
the American Red Cross’ Year Round Youth 
Program. Through the Youth Volunteer Program, 
children will gain invaluable experience, 
leadership skills, and growth and development. 
The age for children to volunteer is 14 through 
17 years of age. For more information, call the 
American Red Cross offi ce at 634-1294 or 1979
 
Lunch-n-Learn seminars
The McDaniel Center will be hosting multiple 
Lunch-n-Learn seminars throughout the 

months of July and August with something for 
everyone including dependent spouses. Sign 
up now as the slots will fi ll up fast. For more 
information, call 632-7829 or 634-3337.
 
Kadena Heritage Committee 
Fundraisers
The Kadena Heritage Committee is hosting 
fundraisers for the Air Force Ball. The 
fundraisers are as follows: Gas and Go: Aug. 
1-2 at Exchange Main Gas Station on Douglas 
Boulevard. We are looking for volunteers to 
pump gas, clean patrons’ car windows, etc. 
The shifts will be broken down to three hours 
each. This will only be by donation.(POC: Team 
Kadena Heritage Fundraising Committee - 
Staff Sgt. Djandra Marquez) / Chibana Yard 
Sales: Aug. 1-2 and 15-16. We are looking 
for donations to sell at the Chibana Yard 
Sale. Assistance is needed in transporting 
items from one storage location to Chibana. 
(POC: Capt. Esmeralda Salazar/Master Sgt. 
Thundercloud Hirajeta) / Caribbean Party at 
Torii Beach: Aug. 7-8 from 7 p.m. to midnight. 
Funnel cake, deep fried Oreos/pickles and 
snow cones will be sold. Volunteers are 
needed. / Golf Tournament: Aug. 21 at 7 
a.m. The maximum amount of players are 120 
(30 teams of four). Prices are $30 for E-4 and 
below and $40 for E-5 and above. Prizes will 
be given to the top team and best individual 
score for male and female. (POC: Staff Sgt. 
Djandra Marquez) / Bowling Tournament: 
Aug. 28 at 2:00 p.m. Prices will be the same for 
all ranks, ranging from $15-$20. Prizes will be 
given to the top team and best individual score 
for male and female. Raffl es will be sold at this 
event. (POC: Senior Airman Jacob Flanagan) / 
Camp Hansen Festival: Sept. 5-6. Volunteers 
are needed for the food booth. For more 
information about the fundraisers, contact 
Staff Sgt. Djandra Marquez at 634-8955.
 
Military Personnel Squadron closure
The MPS will be closed for normal walk-in 

services Aug. 3-5 with the exception of the 
following actions: Permanent Change of 
Station, Retirement and Separation fi nal out-
processing appointments MPS in-processing 
at 8 a.m. Emergency CAC services (Smart 
card errors, PIN resets, and blocked CACs) 
and lost or stolen CACs (First Sergeant letter 
required). For more information, call Senior 
Master Sgt. Fabrienne Burnett at 634-1280.

18 LRS Customer Support training
The 18th LRS Customer Support Section 
will offer training Aug. 12 at 9 a.m. in the 
conference room on the following: Supply 
indoctrination, Benchstock Block I & IIA, 
equipment custodian block III, and deployed 
weapons custodian. For more information, 
please contact the Customer Support Section 
at 634-3091 or Tech. Sgt. Diedra Wilson or 
Tech. Sgt. Jovan Ferris at 634-3303.
 
Senior NCO professional 
enhancement seminar
The Schilling Community Center will be 
hosting a seminar for recent promotees to 
master sergeant. The seminar provides newly 
selected master sergeants with an in-depth 
view of their increased supervisory, leadership 
and managerial responsibilities. All promotees 
are required to attend; if you cannot (mission/
pre-scheduled obligations, etc.) you must 
notify/receive your group chief’s approval. To 
register, go to: https://cs3.eis.af.mil　Uniform/
Seminar Time Schedule: Aug. 17 (6:45 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.)  Service uniform (long sleeves) all 
authorized ribbons and badges required. / 
Aug. 18 (5:45 a.m. to 3 p.m.)  PTU and ABUs 
(5:45 a.m.-7:00 a.m., location TBD) / Aug. 19 
(7 a.m. to 4 p.m.)  ABUs / Aug. 20 (5:45 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.)  PTU and ABUs (5:45 a.m.-7:00 a.m., 
location TBD) / Aug. 21 (7 a.m. to 2 p.m.)  
ABUs
*Ensure all uniforms are in compliance with 
AFI 36-2903 For more information, call Master 
Sgt. Cedric Foster at 634-3337 or 632-7829.
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Kadena Honor Guard recruiting new 
members
The Kadena Base Honor Guard is hosting a 
training fl ight for new members from Aug. 
17-28 Monday-Friday from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
and Wednesday from 3-6:30 p.m. Interested 
individuals should attend an orientation 
at Building 3445, The McDaniel Center for 
Professional Development, at 3:30 p.m. on 
Aug. 14. For any questions, contact Senior 
Airman Kristopher Beckwith at 634-7902 or 
kristopher.beckwith@us.af.mil.
 
Housing occupancy rates
Effective immediately, current housing 
occupancy rates will be posted in the 
lobby of the Kadena DOD Family Housing 
Offi ce located in Building 217, Camp Kinser 
Satellite Offi ce, Building 107 and Camp 
Courtney Satellite Offi ce, Building 4118, 
daily. Occupancy rates will be updated by 8 
a.m. each day. For more information, contact 
Jennifer Braaten at 634-0582.
 

Veterans Affairs Benefits Advisors & 
Claims Representative
VA Benefi ts advisors are available at the Airman 
and Family Readiness Center to discuss the 
Post 9-11 education benefi t, VA healthcare, life 
insurance, VA home loan, as well as vocational 
rehabilitation and employment information 
and counseling. The VA claims representative 
is available on Thursdays and Fridays to 
discuss and assist with the VA disability claims 
process. To make an appointment with the VA, 
call the Airman and Family Readiness Center 
at 634-3366.
 
UPCOMING EVENTS
Torii Beach’s Caribbean Party
A free, open-post event will be held Aug. 7 and 
8 at Torii Beach from 7 p.m. to midnight. Come 
out and enjoy a variety of Caribbean foods, 
music, live performances from Okinawa’s 
Latin band Kachimba, spectacular fi reworks 
displays, deejay’s and an opportunity to 
unwind with our host country’s friends and 
the military community. For more details, visit 
www.ToriiMWR.com.
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Team Kadena recognizes newest NCOs
   Staff sergeants 
honor the 
colors during a 
NCO induction 
ceremony at the 
Rocker NCO Club 
on Kadena Air 
Base, July 28. The 
NCO induction 
ceremony is a 
celebration of the 
newly promoted 
joining the ranks of 
professional NCO 
and it recognizes 
individuals who 
have attained 
the rank of staff 
sergeant, marking 
their transition to a 
leadership role.

   Chief Master 
Sgt. Michael 
Radford, 18th 
Equipment 
Maintenance 
Squadron Flight 
chief, gives a 
speech about 
the importance 
of becoming a 
NCO during a 
NCO induction 
ceremony at the 
Rocker NCO Club 
on Kadena Air 
Base, July 28.

^ ^

Staff Sgt. Carlos Aheran Clemente, 18th Component Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Kadeem Baker, 18th Operations Support Squadron
Staff Sgt. Jacob Barnett, 390th Intelligence Squadron
Staff Sgt. Wesley Bear, 353rd Special Operations Support Squadron
Staff Sgt. Brian Deyoung, 18th Component Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Dillon Gross, 18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Jeffrey Huseman, 18th Operations Support Squadron
Staff Sgt. Trevor Kuhns, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Staff Sgt. Sean Laplace, 18th Communications Squadron
Staff Sgt. Thomas Moore, 18th Medical Support Squadron
Staff Sgt. Trevor Naismith, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Janeen Roberson, 390th Intelligence Squadron
Staff Sgt. Richie Shia, 961st Airborne Air Control Squadron
Staff Sgt. Eric Sperry, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Bennett Stanley, 18th Component Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Ty Trojanowski, 353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. James Wernke, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

By Naoto Anazawa
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/29/2015 — Team Kadena welcomed 
newly promoted staff  sergeants to the 
NCO tier during an induction ceremony 
at the Rocker NCO Club July 28.

 Kadena Air Base leadership hosted 
the ceremony as part of an all-day 
seminar that covered various topics 
concerning the transition from Airman 
to NCO.
 Th e Team Kadena NCO inductees are:

(U.S. Air Force photos by Naoto Anazawa)


