
By Airman 1st Class 
Corey M. Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/13/2015 — Airmen from 
Kadena Air Base attended the 
awards ceremony Oct. 9 for 
the Turkey Shoot competition 
that took place from July until 
September.
 In order to determine Kadena’s 
top performers, the competition 
consisted of aircraft  generation, 
live fl ight, simulator competi-
tions and knowledge tests.
 Th irteen units competed in 
the quarterly event, including the 
18th Operations Support Squad-
ron, 390th Intelligence Squadron, 
44th and 67th Fighter Squadrons 
and associate aircraft  mainte-
nance units, 961st Airborne Air 

Control Squadron, 623rd Air 
Control Flight, 31st and 33rd Res-
cue Squadrons, 18th Aeromedical 
Evacuation Squadron and 909th 
Air Refueling Squadron.
 Th e winners for each catego-
ry are:

For the Aeromedical 
Evacuation Competition:
Top performer - Staff Sgt. Kasey Kilby
Best AE Team - Capt. Jessica Looft, 
Capt. Daneed Kosa, Staff Sgt. Kasey 
Kilby, Staff Sgt. Aldwin Gacote, Staff 
Sgt. Wilson Tsao, Staff Sgt. Kyle 
Lipscomb and Staff Sgt. Joel Pallon

For the Maintenance 
Competition:
Top Weapons Load Crew - 44th AMU, 
Staff Sgt. Michael Goncalves and Senior 
Airmen David Richmond and Nicholas 
McCants
Top Eagle - Senior Airman Jonathan 
Weishuhn and Airman 1st Class William 
Garcia

Top Production Section - 44th AMU, 
Master Sgt. Jason Dluzeski and Tech. 
Sgt. Russell Hoffman
Top Specialist Section - 44th AMU, 
Staff Sgts. Tyler Phillips, Carlos Guzman 
and Alexander Lolopulous
Top Support Section - 44th AMU, 
Tech. Sgt. Timothy Davidson and Senior 
Airman Dillon Myers
Overall Winner - 44th AMU

For the OSS Competition:
Top Academic Performer - Staff Sgt. 
Brandon Huseman, 18th OSS
Top Enlisted Airman - Airman 1st Class 
Wesley Strader, 18th OSS
Top Enlisted NCO - Staff Sgt. 
Stephanie Scheerer, 18th OSS
Top Offi cer Performer - 1st Lt. Kyle 
Van Hecke, 33rd RQS
Top Intelligence Team - Staff Sgt. 
Brandon Huseman and Airman 1st 
Class Wesley Strader, 18th OSS

Kadena recognizes Turkey 
Shoot  top performers
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The 16th annual Kadena Special Olympics Art exhibition will 
be held from Oct. 15 to Oct. 18 at the San-A Gushikawa Main 
City Shopping Mall in Uruma City. The art will be on display 
to the general public until Oct. 18 at 7 p.m. The exhibition 
includes artworks from nearly 300 special needs artists such 
as watercolor paintings. The artists range in age from fi rst 
grade to high school. Please come show your support for 
these talented artists.

Kadena Special Olympics 
Art Exhibition until Oct. 18

(U.S. Air Force photos by Naoto Anazawa)

   Volunteers wrap 
artwork drawn by special 
needs children Oct. 7, 
on Kadena Air Base. 
The Kadena Special 
Olympics Art Exhibit has 
been held at Main City 
Shopping Mall San-A in 
Uruma City since 2006. 
The event was hosted 
by the Kadena Special 
Olympics committee to 
raise awareness and 
showcase the talents of 
athletes preparing for the 
upcoming 16th Annual 
KSO scheduled for Nov. 7. 

^

Firefi ghters from the 18th Civil Engineer 
Squadron, Tech. Sgt. Christopher Provencal 
and Tech. Sgt. Joseph Price, instruct Kadena 
Elementary School children on what to do in 
the event of a fi re Oct. 7, on Kadena Air Base. 
A demonstration was held to inform children 
about the importance of testing smoke 
alarms as part of Fire Prevention Week. 

Kadena 
fi remen 
educate 
children on 
fi re safety

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis) 

^Airmen from the 67th Fighter Squadron receive the Top Fighter Squadron Award at the 2015 Turkey Shoot awards ceremony Oct. 9, on Kadena 
Air Base. The award was presented to the 67th FS as a result of a series of scenarios including academic knowledge tests and tactical attack and 
defense simulations. 
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The voice of
the victims
By Airman 1st Class
Kyle Johnson
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson Public Affairs
10/13/2015 - JOINT BASE ELMEN-
DORF-RICHARDSON, Alaska — Pow-
er: the strength to make a decision. Con-
trol: the means to carry it out. Th ese things 
are the currency of freedom, and what are 
robbed from sexual assault victims.
 “A lot of people think sexual assault is 
about sex,” said Capt. Jonathan Henley, a 
member of the Special Victims’ Counsel 
at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson. 
“But it’s not; it’s about power and control.”
 So what can a victim do when power 
and control of their body has been taken 
away, when their voice has been silenced?
 Th ere’s a plethora of resources, each 
with their own unique role and the SVC 
is one of them.
 In January 2013, the Air Force became 
the fi rst U.S. military service to institute 
an SVC program. Th e driving force be-
hind the program was Lt. Gen. Richard 
Harding, then-judge advocate general of 
the Air Force.
 “Before the SVC program was created, 
two of the main players in the court pro-
cess had an attorney representing them 
— the accused had an attorney or two 
representing them and the government 
had an attorney or two representing 
the government’s interests,” said Capt. 
Jennifer Lake, a member of the Area 
Defense Counsel at Eglin Air Force Base, 
Florida, and fi rst SVC at JBER. “But, then 
you had this other person who was going 
through this process, who had no idea 
what’s going on in the legal world and has 
rights, but had not been provided with 
an attorney to defend those rights or to 
advocate for them and what they want.”
 While support for the victim was there, 
many felt that support could be fortifi ed.
 “So Lieutenant General Harding came 
up with the idea of appointing an attor-
ney to represent the victim and what the 
victim wants,” Lake said. “Th is way, the 
victim’s voice can be heard throughout 
the process.”
 So what does an SVC actually do?
 As it turns out, the answer is not nearly 
as simple as the question. Th e SVC does 
a lot of things, and their role largely 
depends on the unique needs of the 
particular client.
 “I have an attorney-client relationship 
with the victim,” Henley said. “If they’re 

telling me what they would like to see out 
of it; then my marching orders are to ad-
vocate for those desires and their rights.”
 Sometimes that even means not seek-
ing a conviction.
 When reporting sexual assault, there 
are two paths one can take. Th ey can 
choose to fi le a restricted report or an 
unrestricted report. Th e SVC can help 
with either case; however, the capacity 
they serve in depends on the type of case 
the victim has fi led.
 Th e main diff erence between the two 
is that an unrestricted report may spark 
a legal investigation process, whereas a 
restricted report does not.
 In both cases, privacy and confi denti-
ality are given a high priority.
 “Th e victims have a right to privacy,” 
Henley said. “Th at is paramount to any 
discussion regardless of the type of report 
being used.”
 If one wanted to fi le a restricted report 
with the Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response offi  ce, they have the option to 
request legal advice from an SVC, even 
before fi ling the report.
 “If a victim comes to me and says, ‘I 
want to make a restricted report,’” Hen-
ley said. “I will go with them to the SAPR 
offi  ce to make that report and be by their 
side the entire time.”
 By doing so, the SVC is giving the re-
porter the power to make a well-informed 
decision when deciding whether or not to 
go unrestricted with their report.
 “My role as an SVC (in a restricted 
report) was to answer questions for that 
person, clarify any concerns they may 
have, and help them understand what the 
legal process is, should they choose to go 
unrestricted,” Lake said. “When someone 
goes restricted and they want an SVC, it’s 
typically because they want to know what 
happens if they go unrestricted.”
 In an unrestricted report, the SVC 
serves as the victim’s attorney through-
out the military justice process. Th is 
relationship is completely voluntary; a 
reporter of sexual assault can choose not 
to be represented by an SVC or decide 
they want an SVC at any time during the 
reporting process, Lake said.
 “At any point in time throughout the 
process, even two days before trial, some-
one could say, ‘I’m getting a little nervous; 
I think I actually do want a lawyer, get 
me an SVC,’” Lake said. “Th en they’ll go 

through that process to get an SVC.”
 Th roughout the entire reporting 
process, the victim should be informed 
of the benefi ts an SVC can provide them 
and advised on how to procure an SVC’s 
assistance. However, SVCs cannot solicit 
cases, so they will not come to the victim, 
the victim must reach out to them.
 “One big concern for victims is a loss of 
control,” Henley said. “Coming forward is 
the fi rst step to taking that control back — 
I can’t help but be proud of them.”
 Th e SVC is one way the Air Force con-
tinues to refi ne itself so every Airman, 
civilian employee and family member is 
equipped by their inalienable rights for a 
fair justice system.

 “I think it’s important for everyone to 
understand the SVC program; and giving 
victims a voice doesn’t mean the victim’s 
voice is what should control everything 
that goes on,” Lake said. “It just means 
they get their say too.
 “It’s important that everybody’s rights 
are protected and everybody is repre-
sented. Everyone should get to be heard, 
and then we make a decision.”
 Talking to an SVC may be a victim’s 
fi rst step toward taking back their power.
 “Th ey do have a voice, they have the 
power to make decisions and take back 
the control that was taken from them,” 
Henley said. “My goal is, that through 
me, their voice can be heard.”
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Fire Prevention Week 
concludes with parade

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Nicholas Emerick)

^Members of the 18th Civil Engineer Squadron and volunteers wave to observers during the fi re truck parade 
on Kadena Air Base, Oct. 9. The 18th CES’s Fire and Emergency Services Flight responds to an average of 4,000 
emergency calls annually and manages the threat and outcome of fi re, rescue medical and environmental emergencies.

  Volunteers, civilian 
employees and enlisted 
members of the 18th Civil 
Engineer Squadron throw 
candy to children on Kadena 
Air Base, Oct. 9. As part of 
Fire Prevention Week, the 
18th CES held many events 
including this parade and 
a smoke house, a house 
that fi lls with fog to simulate 
smoke to teach kids what to 
do in case their house does 
catch on fi re.

^
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By Tech. Sgt.
Kristine Dreyer
353rd Special Operations Group 
Public Affairs
10/13/2015 — Two Airmen 
from the 353rd Special Oper-
ations Group were honored at 
the 2015 Air Commando Asso-
ciation Banquet Oct. 10 in Fort 
Walton Beach, Florida.
 Capt. John Rulien, a Special 
Tactics Offi  cer at the 320th 
Special Tactics Squadron, and 
Tech. Sgt. Michael Wilson, a 
loadmaster at the 1st Special 
Operations Squadron received 
the ACA’s Commander’s Lead-
ership Award.
 According to the ACA web-
site, the ACA’s Commander’s 
Leadership Award recognizes 
AFSOC’s outstanding perform-
ers from any career fi eld who 
have made the most signifi cant 
contributions to mission ac-
complishment as determined by 
their respective commander.
 “I am proud to have these two 
Pacifi c Air Commandos recog-
nized by the ACA,” said Col. 
William Freeman, 353rd Special 
Operations Group commander. 
“Th ey both epitomize what it 
means to perform to the Air 
Commando standard and I’m 
happy their families were able to 
attend and celebrate with them.”
 As the assistant fl ight com-
mander, Rulien led his team on 
more than 75 high-risk missions 
throughout eight countries in 

the Pacifi c. During Exercise Foal 
Eagle in the Republic of Korea, 
Rulien led a reconnaissance 
team through a night freefall 
infi ltration. His team controlled 
15 airdrops and the air landing 
of 150 Rangers which led to the 
fi rst successful execution of a 
bilateral airfi eld seizure on the 
peninsula in 10 years.
 Rulien’s leadership also 
yielded seven new jumpmasters 
during Exercise Balikatan in the 
Philippines and strengthened 
interoperability with Marine 
Reconnaissance Team and pre-
pared 40 operators for combat 
during Operation Gunsmoke in 
Okinawa. While deployed to Iraq 
with joint and combined Special 
Forces, Rulien implemented his 

joint terminal attack controller 
training during multiple high-
risk coalition missions in support 
of Operations Inherent Resolve.
 As a current operations 
training fl ight chief and Combat 
Talon II evaluator loadmaster, 
Wilson facilitated a 2,050 hour 
fl ying program while balancing 
the 19,000 training items for 65 
crew members. While deployed 
in support of Operations En-
during Freedom, Wilson led the 
movement of 262,000 pounds 
of war materiel and more than 
450 personnel that aff ected 29 
combat missions.
 During a Presidential-direct-
ed hostage rescue mission, Wil-
son led the delivery of 123,000 
pounds of fuel which enables the 

insertion of a special operations 
team and the recovery of eight 
hostages. Back at home station 
in Japan, Wilson strengthened 
host nation relationship with 
Japanese Air Self-Defense Force 
by coordinating a visit between 
the two nations and working 
with fellow Japanese C-130 
loadmasters. For both award re-
cipients, they see this award as a 
refl ection of those around them 
who provide them with support.
 “I think awards like this are 
not necessarily for recognizing 
the individual but to give the in-
dividual an opportunity to thank 
those who he or she has relied 
on to succeed,” said Rulien. “I 
wouldn’t be able to tie my shoes 
in the morning if it wasn’t for my 

wife, and I wouldn’t be able to 
call in an aircraft  for an attack if 
it wasn’t for the men in my team-
-they really are the epitome of 
quiet professionals. To both 
my wife and to the men in my 
team, thank you. Th ere really is 
nothing you can’t accomplish if 
you love what you do and love 
the people you do it with.”
 “Receiving this award is truly 
an honor. Knowing that my 
Commander and senior leader-
ship have this much confi dence 
and faith in my abilities as a leader 
means a lot to me. I really believe 
that leadership isn’t solely based 
upon a person’s abilities, but also 
refl ects the quality of the people 
they’re allowed to lead,” said 
Wilson. “Receiving this award is 
a testament to the amazing peo-
ple I have had the opportunity to 
work with throughout my career. 
Without them, I wouldn’t be 
the person that I am today and 
certainty would not be receiving 
this award.”
 Th e Air Commando As-
sociation was created in 1969 
as an organization for retired 
and active duty Special Forces 
personnel to come together and 
honor all ranks, preserve the Air 
Commando history and keep the 
air commando spirit alive. Th e 
ACA convention is held annually 
and a banquet is held to inducted 
members into the ACA Hall of 
Fame and award Commander 
Leadership Awards.

Two Pacific Air Commandos honored at ACA banquet

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Kristine Dreyer)

(Courtesy photo)

^Tech. Sgt. Michael Wilson, an MC-130H 
Combat Talon II loadmaster, from the 1st 
Special Operations Squadron at Kadena 
Air Base, was one of two commandos 
from the 353rd Special Operations Group 
to receive the ACA’s Commander’s 
Leadership Award.

   Capt. John Rulien, a special tactics 
offi cer from the 320th Special Tactics 
Squadron, at Kadena Air Base, was 
one of two commandos from the 
353rd Special Operations Group 
to receive the ACA’s Commander’s 
Leadership Award.

^
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By Senior Airman
John Linzmeier
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/13/2015 — Th e 353rd Special Oper-
ations Group held a Spouse’s Day event 
Oct. 8, as an opportunity to provide 
family members a better understanding 
of the day-to-day operations conducted 
within the group. 
 More than 130 spouses were provided 
a mission capability briefi ng by the SOG 
command team, a tour of the 320th 
Special Tactics Squadron and orientation 
fl ights around the island on an MC-130J 
Commando II and an MC-130H Combat 
Talon II during the event.
 “We’re excited to have you all here so 
we can show you our mission and what 
we do,” said Col. William C. Freeman, 
353rd Special Operations Group com-
mander. “Most of us are half a world 
away from our loved ones, parents and 
other family members, but there’s a very 
good reason for us to be out here in the 
Pacifi c theater. Simply put - to go out and 
execute special operations.”
 Th e men and women who comprise 
the 353rd SOG conduct a variety of 
high-priority, low-visibility missions. 
Th e unit’s Airmen are frequently called 
upon to leave the island for deployments, 
temporary duty assignments and addi-
tional training, leaving families separated 
on a regular basis. 
 Th e group’s capabilities are oft en used 
to provide humanitarian assistance for 
disasters, resupplies to friendly forces 
and sometimes aids in search and rescue 
operations; all can be requested at a mo-
ment’s notice. 
 Freeman said mission requirements 

can take a toll on military families, 
making it important for spouses to un-
derstand what goes into their signifi cant 
other’s job description. 
 “It was great for leadership to come 
out and remind us that, a lot of the time, 
our active duty members can’t do every-
thing they do without us,” said Virginia 
Kemp, 353rd SOG Key Spouse member, 
“So it was good to be reminded that we 
are included and know that we also play 
a key role.”
 A healthy family life at home can dras-
tically improve an Airman’s morale and 
eff ectiveness at work, especially when 

spending an extended amount of time 
away from loved ones. 
 Aft er spending the day interacting 
with special operations equipment, static 
displays and Airmen from various career 
fi elds, the spouses went home with a 
broadened perspective of their signifi -
cant other’s livelihood. 
 “Today has been a good reminder that 
even though you have your family at 
home the SOG is also an extension to our 
family too,” said Kemp. “So it’s important 
for us to all, even the littlest person, to 
come together to help accomplish the 
mission.”

Spouses observe 353rd SOG mission

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier) 

^Staff Sgt. Tyler Wise, 353rd Special Operations Support Squadron, Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape 
specialist, answers questions from 353rd Special Operations Group spouses during a spouse orientation day Oct. 8, on 
Kadena Air Base.
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For the 390th IS Competition:
Top Rivet Joint Crew - Capt. Albert Burnett, Tech. 
Sgts. Rafael Pacheco, Randy Millonida and George 
Kiszlo, and Staff Sgts. Daniel Schwartz, Samantha 
McAlevy and Jeremy Cleek

For the 909th ARS Competition:
Pilot Academic Award - Capt. Patrick Shanks
Co-Pilot Academic Award - Capt. Kyle 
McCullough
Boom Operator Academic Award - Staff Sgt. 
Joshua Butts
Top Aircrew Award - Capt. Dane Arnholt, 1st Lt. 
Justin Leachman and Staff Sgt. Michael Voorhees

For the 31st RQS Competition: 
Top Technical Rescue Team - Staff Sgts. Jason 
Fischman and Benjamin Slipek

For the 33rd RQS Competition:
Top HH-60 Crew - Capts. Matthew Pfarr and Mary 
Marx, Master Sgt. Gregory Gibbs and Staff Sgt. 
Jesus Garcia

For the Command and Control 
Competition:
Top DMO Controller - 1st Lt. Christopher Dunn
Top DMO Technitions - Senior Airman Ruben 
Lopez and Airman 1st Class Melissa McLellan

Top C2 Academic - Capt. Jason Ward
Top Scope DCA - Tech. Sgt. Brad Harvey
Top Scope OCA - 1st Lt. Andre Hebert
Top C2 Award - 961st AACS

For the Fighter Squadron Competition:
Top Academic Squadron - 67th Fighter Squadron
Top BFM Wingman - 1st Lt. Matthew Selby
Top BFM 2 Ship Flight Lead - Capt. Steven 
Hendricks
Top BFM 4 Ship Lead - Capt. David Kuhn
Top BFM Instructor Pilot - Lt. Col. Gregory 
Pickette
Top XVA DMO SIM - Capt. John Banker
Top F-15 OCA Flight - 67th FS, Capt. Thomas 
Easter, Capt. David Kuhn, Capt. Gregory 
Schroeder, Capt. Jason Shank, Capt. Robert 
Hendrick and Capt. Nathan Liptak
Top DCA Flight - Maj. Jay Talbert, Capt. Aaron 
Osborne, Capt. Jason Shank, Capt. Aaron 
Brockman
The 2015 Top Fighter Squadron - 67th FS

 Congrats to all of the winners during 
the Turkey Shoot!

TURKEY SHOOT FROM  PAGE 1

(U.S. Air Force graphic by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)



Japan, Nov. 16 – Naval Air 
Facility Atsugi, Camp Zama, 
Camp Kure and Hario 
Village; Okinawa – Camp 
Courtney, Camp Foster 
and Camp Kinser; Nov. 17 
– Marine Corps Air Station 
Iwakuni, Kadena Air Base 
(Okinawa), Misawa Air 
Base, Sagamihara Housing 
Area, Fleet Activities Sase-
bo, Naval Base Yokosuka 
and Yokota Air Base 
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By Airman 1st Class 
Mackenzie Richardson
92d Air Refueling Wing
10/14/2015 - FAIRCHILD AIR 
FORCE BASE, Wash. — Th e 
92nd Maintenance Squadron 
conducted a Crash, Damaged, 
Disabled Aircraft  Recovery 
training lift  here Oct. 9, ensuring 
Fairchild Airmen’s profi ciency in 
recovery of an aircraft . Th e test 
was conducted on a KC-135 Stra-
totanker from Kadena Air Base.
 Th e CDDAR profi ciency 
training simulated a scenario 
in which a KC-135 Stratotanker 
made contact with the ground 
without the nose landing gear 
extending. Airmen created 
platforms using synthetic 
supportive materials in four 
separate locations under the 
aircraft . Th e platforms were of 
various heights, depending on 
the section of the aircraft  they 

supported. Aft er the platforms 
were constructed, the team then 
laid pallets and airbags on top of 
the platforms.
 Th e airbags used were AMS 
26 type aircraft  lift ing airbags. 
Th ey support approximately 26 
tons per bag. On each platform, 
there are three separate airbags, 
each with the potential of infl at-
ing a total of 8 inches, creating an 
overall clearance of 24 inches per 
platform. During the training, 
the bags were fi lled within 1 inch 
of the aircraft  ensuring the oper-
ational aircraft  was not aff ected.
 “Th e CCDAR team can be 
called out in a moment’s notice 
to any type of aircraft  incident, 
and when they are called out, 
they need to be able to lift  an 
aircraft  and be able to restore 
it, move it, fl y it or fi x it,” said 
Capt. Dan Holt, 92nd MXS 
maintenance fl ight commander. 

“[Training] increases our readi-
ness for any particular situation 
that would involve an aircraft  
mishap. It gives us one more 
tool in the toolbox to operate 
as a full airfi eld. We not only 
support our own aircraft , but we 
also support the various aircraft  
of other services.”
 According to Master Sgt. 
Simon Fancher, 92nd Main-
tenance Squadron periodic 
inspection chief, the CDDAR 
team is the last to respond to 
recover an aircraft . Th ey are 
responsible for recovering the 
aircraft  as it sits, stabilizing the 
aircraft  for movement and re-
ducing the risk of any secondary 
damage. Maintenance Airmen 
prepare for CDDAR by attend-
ing training or the CDDAR 
classes conducted at Sheppard 
Air Force Base, Texas, and Da-
vis-Monthan AFB, Arizona.

By Kevin L. Robinson
DeCA public affairs
10/13/2015 - FORT LEE, Va. 
— Th e last phase of the Defense 
Commissary Agency’s in-store 
Wi-Fi rollout schedule begins 
Oct. 19 as the agency opens In-
ternet access for patrons at its 
remaining 109 commissaries.
 Since Feb. 6, patron Wi-Fi 
has been deployed to 131 
stateside stores and Puerto 
Rico. Th is fi nal schedule “clos-
es the loop” on DeCA’s in-store 
Wi-Fi deployment, said Duane 
Woodfi n, an information tech-
nology specialist and wireless 
expert at DeCA headquarters.
 “We’re proud to bring this 
customer service to our pa-
trons at all our stores so those 
with smart phones and tablets 
can use Wi-Fi to expand their 
commissary benefi t,” Woodfi n 
said. “We live in a world where 
our customers have technolo-
gy at their fi ngertips that gives 
them access to information 
and services that save them 
money while they shop.”
 In-store Wi-Fi allows patrons 
to use their smart phones and 
tablets to access the Internet 
and websites such as www.com-
missaries.com, where they can 
download digital coupons for 
the Commissary Rewards Card, 
see the current DeCA sales fl yer 
and view promotional prices 
from the “Savings Aisle.”

 Here are some things to 
know about access to a com-
missary’s Wi-Fi connection:
• Anyone can access the 

store’s Wi-Fi from the sales 
fl oor area.

• Users must accept DeCA’s 
“terms of service” agree-
ment.

• Some websites are blocked.
• Patrons with questions 

about access should contact 
the store’s customer service 
representative. 

 With this announcement 
DeCA begins the fi nal phase of 
its in-store Wi-Fi deployment, 
which coincides with the agen-
cy’s regularly scheduled tech-
nical refresh of commissaries 
that don’t have the system 
requirements to support Wi-Fi 
access. Th e previous schedule 
involved stores whose systems 
had already been upgraded. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Mackenzie Richardson)

^Airmen from the 92nd Maintenance Squadron lay out synthetic dunnage in preparation for a Crash, Damaged, Disabled Aircraft Recovery 
training lift Oct. 9, at Fairchild Air Force Base, Wash.

MXS gives lift to KC-135 Stratotanker Commissaries to start fi nal 
leg of in-store Wi-Fi rollout
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By Senior Airman
Sarah Hall-Kirchner
375th Air Mobility Wing Public Affairs
10/11/2015 - SCOTT AIR FORCE 
BASE, Ill. — According to the Pew 
Research Center, in 2000, about half of 
adults in the U.S. were online and only 
3 percent of American households were 
using broadband for internet access at 
home. Th at number increased and in 
2014, Pew reported that 87 percent of 
American adults use the Internet.
 Today, the Internet is readily available 
and can be easily accessed on smart-
phones. Even teenagers and children 
have access to the Internet. Th is ease 
of access to information has changed 
the world for the better, but it has also 
brought with it many new threats — one 
of which is cyberbullying.
 “Children have been bullying each 
other throughout the ages,” said William 
White, the 375th Medical Group Family 
Advocacy Program outreach manager. 
“However, today’s generation has been 
able to use technology and social media 
to expand their reach and the extent of 
their harm. It is important for parents 
and children to understand that cyber-
bullying is willful and repeated harm 
infl icted through the use of computers, 
cell phones, and other electronic devices, 
and can cause serious harm.”
 Family advocacy along with the youth 
center and the Healthy Military Children 
initiative want to give parents the tools 
they need to prevent cyberbullying and 
to stop it if it does occur.
 “Cyberbullying is a form of teen 
violence that can and does do serious 
damage,” White said. “Our kids are being 

hurt by this. With this class, we’re going 
to give parents the terminology and sta-
tistics to understand what is happening, 
so they can recognize it and stop it.
 “Due to the complexities associated 
with social behavior and online cyber-
bullying, it is important that parents talk 
with their children and address the topic 
of cyberbullying with them, even if your 
child does not mention any problems,” 
White said.
 First, talk with children about mak-
ing themselves safe online. According 
to www.stopbullying.gov, a website 
managed by the Department of Health 
and Human Services website, online 
accounts should be made private. Each 
diff erent type of account: like Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter, have ways to 
make them private. Go over those priva-
cy settings with them to keep their posts 
and photos safe.
 Some basic rules can also keep children 
safe online. Decide what rules children 
need to follow, and then go over them. 
Th e Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends telling children 
to never give out their personal informa-
tion. If a friend or loved one needs their 
information, they recommend calling the 
person directly and not putting it online, 
even in a message.
 Th e CDC also recommends children 
never add people to their friend’s list they 
don’t know. Th ere are many fake social 
media accounts and children should be 
taught to beware of them. It is also rec-
ommended that children do not initiate 
contact with people they do not know.
 Next, parents should tell their children 
what to do if they are being cyberbullied, 

stalked or harassed. Th e CDC recom-
mends that parents assure their children 
that they can come to them with any 
situation, even if the child was doing 
something they knew they shouldn’t have 
been doing, such as going on a forbidden 
website or using their phone aft er curfew.
 PACER’s National Bullying Prevention 
Center reported that students surveyed 
in a 2010 reported that the most helpful 
things that teachers can do are: listen to 
the student, check in with them aft er-
ward to see if the bullying stopped, and 
give the student advice. Parents can also 
follow these same guidelines: listen to 
children, check in with them oft en, and 
tell them what they could or should do.
 “Th e best tack parents can take when 
their child is cyberbullied is to make sure 
their child feels safe and secure, convey 
unconditional love and support,” White 
said.
 Students also reported in the same 
study that telling the person to stop or 
that it hurts their feelings, walking away, 
or pretending it doesn’t bother them, had 
the most negative impact on getting help 
while or aft er being targeted by bullying.
 Finally, if a child tells their parent that 
they are being bullied, the parent needs to 
act, White said. Th e parent should contact 
the school and possibly the authorities. 
Parents need to believe their children and 
do what is necessary to help their children 
when they are being bullied.
 “Document and report cyberbullying,” 
White said. “Do not delete or erase 
messages that pertain to cyberbullying. 
Th e authorities can use it to possibly 
prosecute the person who is doing the 
bullying.”

Cyberbullying: What can parents do?
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By Rick Rzepka
U.S. Army Garrison – 
Okinawa Public Affairs
10/13/2015 — Tens of thou-
sands of spectators gathered in 
Okinawa Prefecture’s capital 
city of Naha Oct. 11 for the 45th 
annual Giant Tug-of-War. 
 Since the event was revived 
in 1971, U.S. military personnel 
have been presented with special 
gallery seating to promote grat-
itude and friendship, according 
to offi  cials and in return, the 
U.S. Army assists event planners 
with a place to construct and 
store the mammoth 43-ton rope 
at Naha Military Port.
 Th e Army will also assist the 
event committee with storage 
capabilities, which is expected 
to save the event planners time 
and money. 
 Among those representing 
the U.S. Army at the event were 

leaders from the 10th Regional 
Support Group and U.S. Army 
Garrison - Okinawa.
 Th e event, which traces its or-
igin to the Ryukyu Empire of the 
early 18th Century, initially be-
gan in four towns of the Ryukyu 
empire that eventually became 
Naha, according to the website. 
While there are other tug-of-war 
events on Okinawa, the Naha 
event is certainly the largest and 
holds special signifi cance. 
 “Here on Okinawa there are 
tug-of-wars like it, but those are 
to pray for good and plentiful 
year and a ceremony for rain. 
Th e one in Naha is to pray for the 
prosperity of Okinawa, and to not 
only give a good-luck charm to, 
but wish for the good health of all 
people,” the event website states.
 In the end, the east won the 
tug-of-war and can look forward 
to a good and prosperous year.

By Rick Rzepka
U.S. Army Garrison – 
Okinawa Public Affairs
10/13/2015 — Soldiers from 
the 1st Battalion, 1st Special 
Forces Group out of Okinawa, 
participated in the annual Japa-
nese-American Friendship Fes-
tival Sept. 19-20 at Yokota Air 
Base, Japan, where more than 
150,000 Japanese were able to 
get an up-close view of military 
hardware while enjoying bands, 
vendors and events. 
 Th e 1st Battalion Soldiers 
made several jumps out of 
C-130 Hercules aircraft  amidst 
a throng of onlookers who were 
able to meet with the paratroop-
ers fi rst hand. 
 “Th e best part would be 
photo ops with the kids,” said 
Sgt. Antonio Fernandez. “When 
they would come up to my fel-
low Soldiers and I, they would 
ask to take pictures with us with 
a look of admiration. It’s the 
same look my little brother gives 
me when I come home,” he said.

 Th e two-day event is a gesture 
of friendship and a celebration of 
the unwavering alliance between 
the U.S. and Japan, according 
to offi  cials. Th e Special Forces 
Soldiers from the “First in Asia” 
battalion have participated in 
the event for several years. 
 “Our unit and organization 
has come very far with its rela-
tionship with the Japanese,” said 
Pvt. 1st Class Preston Halfacre. 
“It is an honor to participate in 
such an event to build a good 
reputation for our unit in the 
eyes of the host nation,” he said.
 Understanding cultural diff er-
ences, while admiring respective 
similarities helps both the Japa-
nese and the Americans realize 
the scale of the extraordinary 
relationship. Japan and the U.S. 
are the top two free-market econ-
omies in the world, and among its 
largest trade partners. 
 “Today our security relation-
ship is vital – not just to the re-
gion, but to the globe,” said Daniel 
R. Russel, Assistant Secretary, 

Bureau of East Asian and Pacifi c 
Aff airs earlier this year. “Th e post-
war period of regional peace and 
stability can’t be taken for granted. 
Our alliance is its cornerstone. 
And increasingly, our joint eff orts 
are needed across the planet to 
combat threats as diverse as vio-
lent extremism, global warming, 
pandemic disease, and cyber-theft  
or even cyber warfare,” he said. 
 For the paratroopers of 1st Bat-
talion, their experience in Japan is 
enlightening and appreciable.
 “I had plenty of time and 
chances during my off -hours to 
interact with our hosts and ex-
perience the Japanese culture,” 
said Spc. Michael Goshen. “Th e 
experience was wonderful as I 
got to see the local culture and 
how our Japanese hosts go about 
their everyday life. Aft er the 
jump, I felt a little like a celebrity 
having people coming up asking 
to have their picture taken with 
you … everybody smiling, hav-
ing a great time — Americans 
and Japanese together.”

Army supports Naha Tug-of-War

Special Forces Battalion jumps into Friendship Festival 

 (U.S. Army photos by Rick Rzepka)

 (Courtesy photos by U.S. Air Force)

Naha Military Port has been used for more than 20 years as the rope-making 
site for the event, which traces its origin to the Ryukyu Empir of the early 
18th Century.

Soldiers from the 1st 
Battalion, 1st Special 
Forces Group out of 
Okinawa, participated in the 
annual Japanese-American 
Friendship Festival Sept. 
19-20 at Yokota Air Base, 
where more than 150,000 
Japanese were able to get 
an up-close view of military 
hardware while enjoying 
bands, vendors and events.
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By Petty Offi cer 1st 
Class Michael Gomez
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 3 
10/13/2015 — Naval Mobile 
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 
conducted a 48-hour mount 
out exercise (MOX) at Camp 
Shields, Okinawa, Oct. 6-8.
 MOX simulates the battalion’s 
ability to deploy an 89-person 
air detachment (AIRDET) with 
48 hours to support any mission 
required by a supported com-
mander. Th e mission could range 
from major combat operations 
to a humanitarian and disaster 
relief. Th e mount out requires 
moving heavy construction 
equipment and large quantities 
of support materials. 
 It begins with the mount out 
control center (MOCC) directed 
the diff erent elements required 
to identify the basic supplies 
to be palletized, clean vehicles, 
collect weight and balance data 
for each piece of equipment and 
prioritize the order of shipment 
in a staging area. 
 Once all the items have been 
identifi ed, everything will have 
to go through the Embark crew.
 According to Engineering 
Aide 2nd Class Heather N. Salz-
am, it starts from the lowest per-
son to all the way up. If the math 
isn’t correct on their data sheet, 
it ends with the load planner not 
being able to place an item on a 
plane.
 “It couldn’t be done if we 
weren’t on the same page,” said 
Salzam. “We were all in a well 
executed group together.”
 Th e evolution requires 
coordination and teamwork to 
build pallets and wash, weigh 
and measure each piece of 
equipment to locate its center 
of balance. Load planners input 

the information into a computer 
program called Transportation 
Coordinators’ Automated Infor-
mation for Movements System 
(TCAIMS) to determine where 
everything will be placed in the 
military aircraft . If the load is 
not properly planned, it could 
unbalance the airplane and 
endanger the fl ight.
 “Th e Embark personnel did 
very well,” said Equipment Op-
erator 1st Class Francis Villareal. 
“Th ere were a good amount of 
experienced and inexperience 
personnel that worked together 
that impact the success of the 
evolution.”
 At the fi nal stage of the 
exercise, personnel from Naval 
Construction Group (NCG) 1 
conducted a Joint Inspection to 
determine the accuracy of the 
information matching the items 
that will be placed on the aircraft .
 “It was a defi nitely a success-
ful evolution,” Engineering Aide 
1st Class Adrian Floy, NCG 1 

Embark evaluator. “Th e Seabees 
were very well trained, the skill 
sets was evenly distributed, and 
it was one of the better exercise 
I’ve seen completed.”
 Th e exercise was based around 
a humanitarian scenario. NMCB-
3’s AIRDET was hypothetically 
ordered to fl y to Palawan, Re-
public of Philippines, to assist in 

disaster relief eff orts following a 
super typhoon. AIRDET leader-
ship conducted detailed mission 
planning for tasks such as search 
and recovery, clearing debris, 
delivering emergency supplies, 
constructing a tent camp, and 
repairing the airport and seaport 
to open the way for further relief 
eff orts. 

 NMCB 3 is homeported in 
Port Hueneme, California, and 
is currently deployed to Oki-
nawa. Its mission is to support 
Navy and joint forces through-
out the U.S. Pacifi c Command 
with construction projects and 
humanitarian missions in more 
than 13 diff erent geographical 
locations.

By Petty Offi cer 1st 
Class Michael Gomez
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 3 
10/6/2015 — Seabees from 
Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion (NMCB) 3’s Guam 
Detachment participated in a 
hike to Guam’s historic Fonte 
Dam in support of Suicide 
Prevention Month, Sept. 30.
 Today among all deaths 
reported for active duty Amer-
ican military members suicide 
tops the list. In 2012, a study 
was released which showed that 
over the last two decades, vet-
eran suicides have averaged 22 
a day, or one every 65 minutes, 
according to Reuters News.
 Th e Navy recognizes that 
the stress associated with 
working for the military is one 
contributing factor to these 
numbers, which dwarf those 
by Americans who have never 
served in the military. In order 
to address suicide prevention 
in an open and inclusive 
environment, the Navy made 
September “Suicide Prevention 
Month” and asked service 
members to consider “one 
small act” they could commit 
to in order to reduce the stigma 
surrounding, and likelihood of 
suicide in our ranks.
 Th e NMCB 3’ Seabees took 
it one step further, or about 
2-miles further, to raise aware-
ness during their deployment. 
Hiking, or “boonie stomp” 
as they are called locally, is a 
popular activity on the island. 
Th e members of NMCB 3’s 
Guam Detachment were joined 

by two members of Construc-
tion Battalion Maintenance 
Unit 303, co-located at Camp 
Covington, for their boonie 
stomp. Th e 14 Seabees collect-
ed 22 sets of boots to carry 
with them; sets of boots were 
carried because the average of 
veteran suicides is 22 a day.
 Th e trail to Guam’s historic 
Fonte Dam had many obstacles 
including overgrowth, deep 
mud and sharp declines. As 
they made their way to the 
dam they carried their boots, 
more than once having to ask 
each other for assistance and 
constantly calling out dangers 
has they moved forward.
 When they fi nally arrived 
at the Fonte Dam, built by the 
Navy in 1910, no longer in use, 
the Seabees lined up the boots 
along the river.
 “Th e 22 sets of boots that 
were set on the river’s edge was 
a powerful image,” said Ensign 
Alexis G. Anderson, offi  cer in 
charge of Guam detachment 
site. “It’s hard to think about 
what that number of suicides 
means until you see empty 
boots that could be full.”
 Members took a break to 
talk about why it was easy to 
take these small acts on a hike, 
doing something relatively 
meaningless like carrying extra 
sets of boots, and while it’s so 
diffi  cult when you run into a 
mental health issue.
 According to Construction 
Mechanic 2nd Class Romel 
Miguel, pride is oft en on the 
line when asking for help with 

something that is diffi  cult to see.
 “You don’t want to be seen 
as weak,” said Miguel. “With 
a hike it was easy to see the 
dangers and look out for each 
other.”
 At the end of the discussion 
the group talked about ways of 
asking for help, and avenues 
that were available depending 
on who they were comfortable 
approaching. Th e group cor-
rectly identifi ed their chain of 
command, the suicide hotline 
and fl eet and family as available 
resources, and learned about 
Military ONE Source as an 
additional option. By the time 
the hike was completed the en-
tire evolution had lasted about 
65 minutes, which means that 
statistically one veteran had 
committed suicide during that 
time, but with the small acts 
they displayed on their hike. 
Everyone agreed that the hike 
would have been easier with 
fewer boots and with programs 
like this which drive home the 
practical small acts Seabees 
can do to care for one another, 
they are confi dent they can 
help reduce the stigma and the 
number of boots they bear. 
 NMCB 3 currently has 13 
members deployed to Camp 
Covington, Naval Base Guam 
in support of corrective 
maintenance. Its mission is to 
support Navy and joint forces 
throughout the U.S. Pacifi c 
Command with construction 
projects and humanitarian 
missions in more than 13 dif-
ferent geographical locations.

 CHINHAE, Republic 
of Korea - Builder 
3rd Class Anthony 
Austin of Naval 
Mobile Construction 
Battalion (NMCB) 3 
ties reinforcement 
steel together to 
support the dock footer 
for the cold storage 
warehouse. NMCB 3 
is constructing a cold 
storage warehouse that 
will provide additional 
storage space for dining 
facilities on Commander, 
Fleet Activities Chinhae, 
Oct. 7.

   YOKOSUKA, 
Japan - Util-
itiesman 3rd 
Class Alberto 
Jusino-Terry, 
from Williams-
burg, Ky., and 
Equipment 
Operator 2nd 
Class Daniel 
Tan, from 
Orange County, 
Calif., demolish 
the pre-existing 
footing on the 
Briggs Bay wall, 
Oct. 06.

NMCB 3 successfully completes mount out exercise

Pacific Deployment 2015

 (U.S. Navy photo by Utilitiesman 3rd Class Guadalupe Vallejo)

(U.S. Navy photo by Logistics Specialist 3rd Class Zhaodong Liu)

^

^

 (U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Michael Gomez)

^Seabees assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 
3 secure a pallet of bottled water during a mount-out exercise at Camp 
Shields, Oct.6. The mount-out exercise tests the ability of a battalion 
to deploy Seabees, materials and equipment within a 48-hour period.

   Seabees assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 3 
prepare to weigh a pallet of meal, ready-to-eat (MRE) during a mount-out 
exercise at Camp Shields, Oct.6.

^
Naval Mobile Construction Bat-
talion 3’s Guam Detachment site 
conducts suicide prevention hike
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KSO 2015: Updates/volunteers 
needed
There are still plenty of opportunities to 
volunteer for KSO 2015.
Emcee auditions:
Emcee auditions for KSO 2015 opening and 
closing ceremonies will be held Oct. 19 at 
2 p.m. in the Schilling Community Center 
ballroom. This event is open to all ranks 
and services and their family members, as 
well as contractors who have base access. 
For more information, contact Master 
Sgt. Jared Milani at 634-8541 or at jared.
milani@us.af.mil.
Athlete Buddies needed:
An Athlete Buddy is an escort for an athlete 
and their family. You are an ambassador 
for the military and will be responsible 
for escorting your athlete and their family 
to and from events. You will ensure they 
receive lunch. Most importantly you will 
be assigned your athlete for the ENTIRE 
activity day and cannot leave them alone 
under any circumstance. You are the primary 
cheerleader for your athlete. Minimum age 
is 15 years old. Athlete Buddies should 
wear comfortable, conservative clothes.  
You will need to check-in on game day at 
6:30 a.m. and plan on being there for the 
closing ceremony about 3 p.m. Volunteers 
may use the following link to sign up: http://
specialolympicskadena.com/wordpress/
events/game-day/
Entertainers needed:
Volunteers are needed to serve as 
“costumed performers” during KSO 2015. 
Spiderman, Wonder Woman, Superman 
and Batman costumes are available, 
although volunteers can also wear their 
own costumes. For more information, 
please contact Mai Taira at 634-5148.
Interpreters needed:
Volunteer Japanese-English language 
interpreters are needed for KSO 2015. 
Briefi ngs will be conducted at the Schilling 
Community Center ballroom at 2 p.m. and 
5 p.m., Oct. 26. To register, call Chiemi 
Karimata at 634-3911 or e-mail chiemi.
karimata.jp@us.af.mil by Oct. 19.

Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services would 
like to remind everyone to program their 
cell phones with the emergency numbers. 
To report an emergency on Kadena via 
cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an offi ce 
phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, 
dial 098-911-1911, or from an offi ce phone, 
dial 911.

Typhoon emergency supply kit 
shopping list
In preparation for typhoon season, the 
18th Civil Engineer Squadron’s Readiness 
and Emergency Management Flight has 
released a recommended shopping list 
for household emergency supply kits. The 
recommended supplies are as follows:
· One gallon of water per person per day 

(three days’ worth minimum)
· Non-perishable foods such as beef jerky 

and canned goods
· Flashlight with extra batteries
· Radio with extra batteries
· Personal hygiene items
· Candles and matches
· Can opener

For more information, call Staff Sgt. 
Matthew McNutt at 634-4404.

VA benefits advisors & claims 
representative
Veterans Affairs benefi ts advisors are 
available at the Airman and Family 
Readiness Center to discuss the Post 
9/11 education benefi ts, VA healthcare, 
life insurance, VA home loan guarantee, 
as well as vocational rehabilitation and 
employment information and counseling. 
The VA claims representative is available 
on Thursdays and Fridays to discuss and 
assist with the VA disability claims process. 
To make an appointment with the VA, call 
the Airman and Family Readiness Center 
at 634-3366.

Product recall
General Mills is voluntarily recalling several 
Cheerios and Honey Nut Cheerios products 
from its Lodi, California facility that were 
manufactured in July 2015, because of an 
undeclared allergen – wheat - with potential 
adverse health effects.  Because this recall 
relates to an undeclared allergen, this is 
a Class I product recall. The Cheerios and 
Honey Nut Cheerios were available on 
Kadena Air Base and have been removed 
from shelves. If you have a wheat allergy, stop 
use immediately. You may return any unused 
portions back to location of purchase for a 
full refund. For more information, contact 
Public Health at 630-1998.

New MilTA briefing schedule 
Effective Oct. 15, the weekly military tuition 
assistance briefi ng will be held in Bldg. 
59, Room 206 with days and times listed 
below: Tuesday: 2:30 p.m. / Thursday: 
9:00 a.m. For more information contact the 
Education Offi ce at 634-1500, option 1 or 
via email at kadenaeducationoffi ce@us.af.
mil for additional information.

Education Office new E-exam 
testing schedule
Effective Oct. 19, the E-exam testing 
schedule (CDC/EPME/Course 14/Course 
15) have been updated to the following days 
and times: Monday: 1 p.m. / Wednesday: 
1 p.m. / Thursday: 8 a.m. For more 
information, contact the Education Offi ce at 
634-1500, option 1 or via email at kadena.
educationservicestesting@us.af.mil.

Give Parents a Break
Give Parents a Break is a program 
sponsored by the Air Force Aid Society. 
This program provides busy families 
with an opportunity to get a break from 
the different stresses of life. The Child 
Development Center will be open one 
Saturday a month to provide childcare 
needs. For more information, call Clinton 
Battles at 634-3366.

Paralegal retraining information
For those interested in retraining, the 
paralegal career fi eld is in search of 34 fi rst 
term Airmen and 15 technical sergeants 
who are exceptional, highly motivated 
individuals to become a part of the U.S. 
Air Force Judge Advocate General Corps 
team. For more information, contact Senior 
Master Sgt. Donte Anderson at 634-5035.

Kadena High School Foreign 
Language Department seeking 
native Spanish speakers
The Kadena High School Foreign 
Language Department is seeking native 
Spanish speakers to volunteer in some of 
the Spanish classrooms to interact with 
students in Spanish. Speakers are needed 
during the school day, from 7:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m., and the days are fl exible. For more 
information, contact Elizabeth Elansari at 
elizabeth.elansari@pac.dodea.edu.

Protestant Youth of the Chapel 
Program 
The Protestant Youth of the Chapel 
Program is in the process of expanding its 
youth ministry and has plenty of programs 
from which to choose. Those who want 
to deepen their faith, build spiritual 
resiliency or simply have a safe haven to 
do homework and meet new friends are 
encouraged to check out the program. For 
more information, contact Steven Harvell 
at 070-1432-4132 or steven.harvell@
cadence.org or Sarah Kidd at 080-4191-
4186 or sarah.kidd@cadence.org.

Job opportunities with Women, 
Infants & Children (WIC) 
Overseas
Choctaw Contracting Services (CCS) 
has a full-time position available at the 
Women, Infants & Children (WIC) Overseas 
offi ce in Okinawa. The position requires 
the applicant to be a registered dietitian, 
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registered nurse, home economist or a 
physician assistant. For consideration, 
please email your resume and cover letter 
to: jobs@wicoverseas.net or fax to Margaret 
Applewhite at (210) 525-1398. Choctaw 
Contracting Services (CCS) has a full-time 
position as regional manager available 
at the Kadena WIC Overseas offi ce. The 
position requires the applicant to be a 
registered dietitian, registered nurse, home 
economist, nutritionist, or a physician 
assistant. For consideration, please email 
your resume and cover letter to: jobs@
wicoverseas.net and natalie.spitler.ctr@
us.af.mil or fax to Margaret Applewhite 
at (210) 525-1398. For more information, 
contact Natalie Spitler at 632-6220.

Chapel contract positions 
available
The Kadena Air Base Chapel is now 
accepting bids for several contract 
positions.
1. Contemporary worship service early 

childhood minister.
2. Gospel worship service children’s 

pastor. 
3. Gospel worship service early childhood 

minister. 
4. Traditional worship service children’s 

minister. 
5. Catholic children’s minister.
6. Contemporary worship service 

children’s pastor.
Obtain a copy of bid documents at Chapel 
Two, Bldg. 425 from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays 
and down days. For more information, 
contact Staff Sgt. Jennifer Deprinzio at 
634-1288.

2015 Halloween candy drive
The Halloween Committee is requesting 
squadron points of contact to facilitate 
the collection of bagged candy donations 
for this year’s trick-or-treating event. 
Kadena will be hosting approximately 200 
Okinawan youth who will be participating 
in the event on base. The donated candy 
will be used to help housing residents 
offset the infl ux of additional children for 
trick-or-treating. For more information or 
to become a squadron POC, please email 

Staff Sgt. Floyd DeWitt at Floyd.DeWitt@
us.af.mil  or Staff Sgt. Barry Bredell at 
barry.bredell@us.af.mil. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
2015 National Novel Writing Month
National Novel Writing Month is a 
worldwide challenge where participants 
write a 50,000 word novel during the month 
of November. The pre-planning meeting is 
currently set for 2 p.m. on Oct. 25 at the 
Starbucks in American Village (Mihama). 
For more information, contact David 
Williamson at 080-6482-9537.

Civilian Personnel Office job 
training
The Civilian Personnel Offi ce will host a 
USA Jobs training class from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. every fi rst and third Tuesday of the 
month at Bldg. 721A in the Bruce Scott 
Training Room. This training covers the 
basics on creating an account and signing 
in, searching for a job, applying for a federal 
job through USA Jobs, understanding 
different requirements, and explaining the 
different eligibilities available for applying 
in an overseas or stateside location. For 
more information or to sign up, contact 
Angela Griffi ths at 632-7362 or call 634-
2228 or email kadena.staffi ng.1@us.af.mil 
and include a contact number.

Kadena Filipino-American 
Association meeting
The Kadena Filipino-American Association 
(KFAA) will be hosting a meeting Oct. 17 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and will be held 
at Rodriguez Park Bldg. 251. Upcoming 
projects and election of the group’s fi rst 
ever offi cials will be topics of discussion. 
For more information, call Francisco 
Morales at 080-9785-7147.  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
A.C.E. Gate 2 clean-up volunteer 
activity
October 18th is the next Gate 2 Clean-up, 
we will be meeting on the dining patio 
behind Chili’s Too at 3 p.m. This event 
usually lasts about an hour and supplies 
are provided, if it is raining it will be 
cancelled. For more information, contact 

Senior Airman Jason Dwyer at jason.
dwyer@us.af.mil. 

Post Office needs volunteers
The Kadena Base Post Offi ce needs 
volunteers for the upcoming holiday 
season. Volunteers must be 16 or older 
and are required to attend a mini postal 
training. Training will be conducted every 
Tuesday in November, starting at 8 a.m. To 
sign up, email Tech. Sgt. Ashunta Taylor at 
Ashunta.Taylor@us.af.mil or call 634-2155. 

Amelia Earhart Intermediate 
School volunteers needed     
Volunteers are needed to assist with 
student health screenings Oct. 20-23 from 
9-11:30 a.m. or 12:30-3 p.m. Volunteers 
will be helping check vision and hearing, 
measuring students’ height and weight, 
and other administrative tasks. Volunteers 
may use Sign-up Genius to view the tasks 
and the sign-up times at http://www.
signupgenius.com. For more information, 
call Diane Stebbins 634-2974.
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By Tech. Sgt.
Kristine Dreyer
353rd Special Operations Group 
Public Affairs 
10/6/2015 — Two aircraft  from 
the 353rd Special Operations 
Group completed a Maritime 
Craft  Aerial Delivery System 

airdrop during an exercise Sept. 
18, over the Pacifi c Ocean.
 An MC-130H Combat Talon 
II and an MC-130J Commando 
II completed the MCADS drop 
in a dissimilar formation. Th is 
was the fi rst time an MC-130J 
had completed this drop in the 

Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region.
 “Th is was a great opportunity 
to showcase the 1st SOS and 
the 17th SOS coming together 
to complete the SOG mission,” 
said Capt. Timothy Stutz, 1st 
Special Operations Squadron, 
operations planner for the 
exercise. “Since this involved 
two diff erent aircraft  in one 
formation, there were no written 
procedures on how to execute. 
Th is took months of coordina-
tion and planning and involved 
many players not just the 353rd 
SOG.”
 As the Air Force special 
operations unit in the Pacifi c, 
the 353 SOG is the only unit in 
the Pacifi c able to complete this 
airdrop. Until now, the Talon II 
was the lone aircraft  to provide 
this capability.
 “Th e Commando IIs are the 
future of special operations avi-
ation in the Pacifi c,” said Capt. 
Lawrence Melnicoff , 1st Special 
Operations Squadron pilot and 

formation commander during 
the drop. “It’s important for us 
to pass on the job knowledge we 
have to make sure the mission 
continues to be executed to the 
Talon Standard.”
 Th is exercise allowed crews 
from the 1st SOS to pass on their 
skills to the 17th SOS and add 
another capability to the newest 
SOG aircraft , the MC-130J.
 “As the only geographic 
location with two variants of the 
MC-130, it is essential that both 
units learn from each other and 
train together; this mission is the 
perfect example,” said Lt. Col. 
Matthew Bartlett, 17th Special 
Operations Squadron director 
of operations. “Th e interopera-
bility exemplifi ed in this exercise 
enables the 353rd to meet our 
mission taskings as a group, 
not as individual squadrons or 
aircraft  types.”
 As true professionals, the 
crews practiced the mission 
multiple times prior to the 

execution. From empty plane 
practices to loading practice, 
the crews went through every 
possible issue that could arise, 
and it paid off .
 “Weather became a factor 
during the drop.” said Capt. 
Stutz. “Th e sea states were too 
bad for the boats to drop, but 
because we practices for this 
possibility to occur, we were 
able to wait it out. Because of 
the information learned the day 
prior, the crews knew how long 
they could wait for the weather 
to pass.”
 “I am extremely proud of 
the integration and teamwork 
between the Talon II and 
Commando II crews to make 
this mission happen,” said Col. 
William Freeman, 353rd Special 
Operations Group commander. 
“Our ability to execute this 
mission on either MC-130 air-
craft  exponentially expands the 
maritime intercept capabilities 
throughout the Pacifi c theater.”

Commando II, Combat Talon II 
complete MCADS drop together

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Alexa Ann Henderson)

^A team of MC-130 Combat Talon II loadmasters assigned to the 1st Special Operations 
Squadron stand ready to receive a load carrier approaching the aircraft during an exercise Sept. 
18, at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam.

A MC-130J and MC-130H crew drop a watercraft and supplies 
during an exercise Sept. 19, over the Pacifi c Ocean. This 
was the fi rst time an MC-130J Commando II completed the 
Maritime Craft Aerial Delivery System airdrop in the Pacifi c.


