
By Airman 1st Class
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/25/2015 — Red Ribbon 
Week began on Kadena Oct. 23 
at Ryukyu and Kadena Middle 
School.
 Red Ribbon Week is an annu-
al National Family Partnership 
campaign to promote drug 
prevention among youth. Th e 
Red Ribbon traces its origins to 
1985, when Drug Enforcement 
Administration agent Enrique 
Camarena, a well-respected 
and loved member of his com-
munity, was killed during his 
fi ght against illegal drugs. He  
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Athlete excited for KSO

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

By Senior Airman 
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/27/2015 — Japan Air Self-
Defense Force and U.S. Air 
Force civil engineer Airmen 
worked together during a 
bilateral contingency training 
day held on Kadena Air Base 
Oct. 22, to strengthen relations 
and integrate combined runway 
repair capabilities.
 Th e 18th Civil Engineer 
Squadron Airmen gave JASDF 
members from the Southwestern 

Composite Air Division a hands-
on demonstration on how they 
repair a damaged runway in 
response to a real-world attack.
 “We as engineers go out and 
repair the runway and reestab-
lish it so that we can receive and 
launch aircraft  and get back to 
completing our mission,” said 
U.S. Air Force 1st Lt. David 
Brown-Dawson, 18th CES Air-
fi eld Damage and Repair offi  cer 
in charge. “Th is is the fi rst time 
we’ve done this bilateral training 
with JASDF.”

 During the training sce-
nario, the engineers had to 
practice all the steps required 
to rapidly repair a damaged 
runway to ensure aircraft  can 
continue to takeoff . To do that, 
the JASDF and USAF engineers 
took to the controls of heavy 
machinery in order to fi ll a 
previously dug 50-foot crater 
with surrounding debris.
 Dump trucks provided the 
workers with gravel and sand, 
where the machinery was used 

Runway repair exercise 
builds bilateral relations

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

(U.S. Air Force graphic by Naoko Shimoji)

^Shitetsu Hirata, 18th Security Forces Squadron assistant trainer for the military working dog 
section, is attacked by Doni, an 18th SFS MWD, while Staff Sgt. Sarah Paskey, 18th SFS MWDH 
and Doni’s handler, observes during the Red Ribbon Week kick off rally at Ryukyu and Kadena 
Middle School Oct. 23, on Kadena Air Base.

^Ty Murdock, Kadena High School 12th grade student, is the honorary captain for his 
high school football team and competes annually at the Kadena Special Olympic games on 
Kadena Air Base. Murdock will go for gold again in the KSO after fi nishing in fi rst place last 
year. He enjoys the applause and cheering from the crowd when he races in the competition.

Civil engineers from the Japan Air Self-Defense Force Southwestern 
Composite Air Division and the 18th Wing fold a fi berglass mat 
during the bilateral training day, Oct. 22, on Kadena Air Base. Civil 
engineers from Naha Air Base and Kadena Air Base improved 
bilateral relations by training together to repair a 50 foot crater. 

Kadena observes 
Red Ribbon Week

SEE RUNWAY PAGE 2

Kadena is scheduled to host trick-or-treating from 6-8 p.m. To ensure 
everyone has a safe and enjoyable time, we have established policies for 
the event. For the purpose of trick-or-treating, visitors will be allowed on 
base if escorted by authorized sponsors in three ways:

· 18 WG/PA Community Relations will organize the 
sponsorship of specifi c organizations and individuals from 
the local community. These groups will be bused onto the 
installation (by invite only) and escorted by authorized 
volunteers at a 5:1 escort ratio.

· SOFA-sponsored ID cardholders, age 18 or older, may 
escort fi ve guests from the local community on their own 
accord without getting passes, but they must accompany 
them throughout their entire time on the installation. 
Guests over 16 years of age will be required to bring photo 
identifi cation to confi rm their nationality. Sponsors and 
guests can only enter through Gate 1 between the hours of 
5:30 and 7:30 p.m. and must be escorted off the installation 
by 9 p.m. Guests may drive their vehicle on the installation 
behind their escort, but are limited to one car and must 
remain with the escort for the duration of the visit.

· Japanese employees (MLCs) are authorized to enter 
the base through Gate 1 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. Oct. 31 
regardless of their approved duty hours on their 98EJ. 
Additionally, MLC employees may sponsor their spouse 
and up to four children under the age of 16. Japanese 
employees are responsible for ensuring the welfare of all of 
their visitors while on base. MLC employee spouses must 
present photo ID to prove their identity when entering the 
installation. Japanese MLC’s will be allowed to obtain a 
visitor pass in advance between Oct. 28 - 30 at Gate 1/Pass 
and Registration Offi ce from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Any other 
guests over the age of 16 will need to be escorted by SOFA 
personnel.

Base residents who do not wish to participate in this event are asked to 
turn-off outside lights and close your blinds on the evening of Oct. 31 so that 
trick-or-treaters will by-pass your home. Let’s abide by these simple rules 
and enjoy this special American tradition with our gracious host-neighbors. 
Your cooperation and support is greatly appreciated.
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to shape and level the hole to 
specifi c measurements before 
being pressed into place by a 
roller and covered with a fi ber-
glass sheet.
 Re-establishing a safe and 
operational runway is vital in 
order to maintain off ensive and 
defensive capabilities. Engineers 
laid down runway lights across 
the mock airfi eld, marking the 
boundaries of the operating strip 
guiding aircraft  to take off  and 
land in a safe to use section of an 

otherwise damaged runway.
 “Training was great,” said 
JASDF Tech. Sgt. Shinya Kane-
shuro, Naha Air Base South 
Western Air Civil Engineering 
Group engineer. “I learned 
about the technology and ca-
pabilities of the U.S.’s Air Field 
Damage Repair. I am looking 
forward to participating in 
another training session.”
 Many of the procedures were 
similar for both nations and 
the training day allowed both 

militaries to showcase their 
rapid runway repair skills and 
foster confi dence in each other’s 
capabilities.
 “We’ve worked with the Navy 
and we’ve worked with the Ma-
rines to foster our joint relation-
ships, this was an eff ort to foster 
those bilateral relationships.” 
Brown-Dawson said. “Th is 
was, hopefully, the fi rst step of 
many to work with JASDF and 
enhance our capabilities and 
our partnership.”

Published by Eight Co., Ltd. a private fi rm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with the 18th Wing. The civilian en-
terprise Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services overseas.  Contents of Samurai Gate are not necessarily 
the offi cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or 
services advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not  constitute endorsement by the Depart-
ment of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight  Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised.  Everything advertised in this publication shall 
be made available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political af-
filiation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.   For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to info@samuraigate.jp

Offi cial Kadena Air Base inquiries: 18wg.papublicaffairs@us.af.mil   DSN:634-3813

RED RIBBON FROM PAGE 1

RUNWAY FROM PAGE 1

expressed a fi rm belief in the 
diff erence that can be made by 
just one person.
 In his memory, friends and 
acquaintances began wearing 
red ribbons and forming groups 
to commemorate what he stood 
for; fi ghting illegal drugs. What 
began as a small, communi-
ty-based movement grew into a 
national organization dedicated 
to raising awareness about drugs.
 In observance of Red Ribbon 
Week, Kadena’s schools held a 
kick off  rally where nearly 1,100 
middle school students celebrat-
ed the anti-drug campaign, this 
year’s theme: “Respect yourself. 
Be drug free.”  Th is year local 
schools will be participating in 
numerous Red Ribbon Week 
activities where the idea of drug 
prevention is presented to the stu-
dents in a positive, fun manner.

 “I really think it’s important 
to have a fun idea to say no to 
drugs,” said Samantha Murray, 
an 8th grade student at Kadena 
Middle School. “I think kids our 
age need support to do that in a 
fun, supportive way.”
 One example of this was a 
military working dog demon-
stration hosted by the 18th 
Security Forces Squadron during 
the kick off  rally. Th e purpose of 
the demonstration was to show 
students the potential danger 
in which they could fi nd them-
selves if they choose to pursue a 
drug-oriented lifestyle. To make 
it more interesting, students 
were even allowed to take part 
in a drug search demonstration 
by placing bags in a row for the 
MWD to search and sniff . One 
of the bags contained simulated 
contraband for the MWD to fi nd.

 “I’m grateful that we have 
this opportunity to educate the 
community; it’s always a pos-
itive,” said Master Sgt. Arthur 
Sawyer, 18th SFS kennel master. 
“Everybody always thinks of 
security forces as writing tick-
ets; things like that. Th is is one 
of the ways we can positively 
give back to the community and 
educate these students.”
 It is with the combined ef-
forts of 18th SFS and Kadena’s 
schools that students can be 
properly educated about the 
dangers of drugs and can help 
keep the community safe.
 “I really appreciate our 
faculty and staff  and 18th Se-
curity Forces coming in and to 
help educate our kids on drug 
awareness so that they grow up 
and they can have successful 
lives and not have to deal with 
the peer pressure or the conse-
quences of those types of deci-
sions,” said Stacey Hull-Walsh, 
Kadena Middle School assistant 
principal.
 Th e remainder of the week 
will feature many events to 
educate students about the 
importance of being drug-free. 
Some examples of the events 
are: a no drugs banner, the 
Red Ribbon Week Wheel of 
Fortune, no drugs relay stations, 
drunk goggle activities, “Team 
Up Against Drugs” jersey day, 
“Doing Drugs is Crazy” crazy 
hair day, “Be a Hero” day, and a 
school dance.
 “Th e activities that are 
planned for the week help bring 
drug awareness to the fore-
front,” Walsh commented. “It’s a 
fun way to educate our students 
about the dangers of drugs and 
alcohol.”

Japanese, U.S. officers 
kick off BLOG program

^1st Lt. Paul Buchholz, 18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron Fabrications Flight 
commander, speaks to U.S. offi cers and Japan Air Self-Defense Force offi cers about the 
differences in rank structure between their services during the fi rst Bilateral Leadership 
Offi cers Group meeting Oct. 24, on Kadena Air Base. Members participated in a trivia-type 
game that tested and expanded their knowledge of each other’s services. 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

    Mmembers from Kadena Air Base 
and Japan Air Self-Defense Force 
members from the 83rd Air Wing 
and Southwest Air Component 
Division completed a puzzle in 
silence as part of a leadership 
activity during the fi rst Bilateral 
Leadership Offi cers Group meeting 
Oct. 24, on Kadena Air base. The 
completed section of the puzzle 
revealed a message “to lead is to 
serve.” The offi cers met together to 
practice language skills, socialize, 
learn about one another’s branch of 
service and become better leaders.

^Col. Christopher Amrhein, 18th Wing vice commander, speaks to students at Amelia Earhart 
Intermediate School about Red Ribbon Week Oct. 26, on Kadena Air Base. Amrhein was a 
guest speaker for the students and emphasized the importance of drug prevention.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

^

Volunteer interpreters 
receive brief for KSO

Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey 
Green, 18th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron 
non-commissioned 
offi cer in charge 
of the base fuels 
laboratory, listens to 
a briefi ng for Kadena 
Special Olympics, 
Oct. 26, at the 
Schilling Community 
Center on Kadena 
Air Base. More than 
450 interpreters 
registered to assist 
athletes for the 
upcoming 16th 
annual KSO.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)
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By Senior Airman
John Linzmeier
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/23/2015 — In the fi eld of special 
operations, the climate is constantly 
aff ecting mission capabilities that are 
being conducted throughout the In-
do-Asia-Pacifi c region.
 In order to function in a diverse range 
of weather conditions, Airmen from the 
353rd Special Operations Support Squad-
ron Weather Flight provide mobile weather 
reading capabilities wherever they go.
 “It’s important for us to always know 
the status of our equipment and training 
because we may have to pack up our 
gear and take it with us for a mission at 
any time,” said Master Sgt. Christopher 
Jones, 353rd SOSS Weather Flight super-
intendent.
 Most tactical weather equipment is 
designed to be portable and capable of 
being set up and operated by one or two 
individuals. Airmen use the instruments 
to provide data that indicates tempera-
ture, moisture, winds, cloud conditions, 
atmospheric stability and more.
 Up-to-date weather information is 
essential for mission planners, especially 
when coordinating any type of air activity.
 “If the winds are too strong and you’re 
trying to land personnel on the ground, 
our data can let them know whether it’s 
safe to do or not,” said Jones. “Depending 
on the conditions, missing the drop zone 
is possible, personnel could land in the 
water or someplace not planned.  All 
of these things need to be taken into 
consideration by leadership. Th e more 
accurate we are, the easier it is for them 
to do their job.”
 Mission needs can require weather 

technicians to set up mobilized weather 
radars, meteorological observing sys-
tems, satellite systems, radio modems 
and more. Th e tools are used in foreign 
locations to help determine whether 
aircraft  landing zones are safe. Th ey also 
are used in support of search and rescue 
missions and humanitarian supply drops.
 Recent advances in technology have 
also made equipment more accurate and 
more portable than previous editions, 
such as the recently implemented Tactical 
Atmospheric Sounding Kit, a weather 
balloon system that captures an assort-

ment of atmospheric conditions from 
ground level to upwards of 40,000 feet.
 “We can be placed in diff erent locations 
with diff erent meteorological networks,” 
said Jones. “You can’t always rely on the 
other countries infrastructure, so we have 
to provide our own capabilities without it.”
 Not only do weather Airmen answer to 
the needs of Air Force Special Operations 
Command, but they also disseminate 
safety information to the community 
about natural hazards, to include thun-
derstorms, inclement weather conditions 
and typhoon forecasts.

 Whether it’s providing climate infor-
mation to a pilot who is about to take 
fl ight or setting up a satellite system for 
qualifi cation training, special operations 
Airmen are constantly preparing for 
whatever comes their way.
 “Training is a big part of what we do 
here,” said Staff  Sgt. Rudi Vogel, 353rd 
Weather Flight NCO in charge of contin-
gency weather operations and training. 
“Th e SOF mission in this theater varies 
so much that we may not know what the 
next mission requires, so we have to be 
ready to do just about anything.”

SOSS weather Airmen: Forecasting mission success

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

   Capt. Elizabeth Ramoso, 353rd Special Operations 
Support Squadron Weather Flight commander, releases a 
weather balloon into the sky Oct. 19, on Kadena Air Base. 
The balloon is part of a Tactical Air Control Sounding Kit 
which is capable of gathering an assortment of atmospheric 
conditions from ground level to upwards of 40,000 feet. 

^Staff Sgt. Rudi Vogel (center), 353rd Weather Flight 
NCO in charge of contingency weather operations and 
training, demonstrates how to operate a radio modem 
to Airmen in his fl ight Oct. 19, on Kadena Air Base. The 
fl ight conducts hands-on training on a monthly basis to 
test equipment and sharpen skillsets.

^
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By Airman 1st Class
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/23/2015 — Th e 18th Security Forces 
Squadron hosted an open house event 
for Okinawan law enforcement members 
Oct. 22, throughout various SFS facilities.
 Various interactivities were held to 
let the local police see Kadena’s police 
practices and to maintain a healthy rela-
tionship between both departments.
 “We are honored to host our down-
town law enforcement partners for 

this fi rst-ever subject matter expert 
exchange,” said Lt. Col. Sarah Babbitt, 
18th SFS commander. “Th e basis of 
teamwork is establishing trust. Th ere’s no 
better way to establish trust than to open 
our squadron to them and explain what 
we do for the 18th Wing and the U.S. 
Air Force and how they are vital to our 
mission success.”
 Th is event allowed both police forces to 
discuss their unique capabilities and prac-
tices to form a stronger relationship and 
better understand one another’s missions.

 “I’m proud to have the opportunity to 
be a liaison between Security Forces and 
the Okinawa Police Station,” said Master 
Sgt. Anthony Johnson, 18th SFS antiter-
rorism program manager. “I think that it’s 
a good thing that there’s a rapport between 
the U.S. and the Okinawans here.”
 Okinawan police were given a welcome 
brief by Babbitt, shown a K-9 demon-
stration, given a tour of the SF facilities, 
received a fl ight line orientation and were 
invited to a BBQ to meet and mingle with 
Kadena’s members. Th e Okinawan police 

also put on a martial arts demonstration 
for attendees.
 “When accidents happen off  base, we re-
spond, and at the same time security forces 
members respond,” said Tatsunori Higa, 
Okinawa Police Station patrolman, traffi  c 
accident investigation section. “[While on 
the job] we talk to each other only about 
job stuff . Th at’s it, and we didn’t know 
each other personally. Th is is the only op-
portunity to hang out with security forces 
members. Th is event makes us more tight, 
making a better relationship with them.”

18th SFS opens facilities to Okinawan police

^Kei Toguchi, Okinawa Police Station foreign case investigator, fi rst criminal investigator section, performs Judo techniques on Staff 
Sgt. Michael Starkovich, 18th Security Forces Squadron armory NCO in charge, during the Inaugural Law Enforcement Offi cer Exchange 
Oct. 22, on Kadena Air Base. The exchange allowed Kadena’s law enforcement to see some of the tactics used by the Okinawan police.

 Master Sgt. Tony Bostic, 
18th Security Forces 
Squadron fl ight operations 
superintendent, explains 
the properties of Kadena’s 
holding cells to Okinawa 
Police Station members 
during the Inaugural 
Law Enforcement 
Offi cer Exchange Oct. 
22, on Kadena Air 
Base. Okinawan police 
were able to see what 
security measures are 
implemented in order 
to protect Kadena’s 
members.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

   Lt. Col. Sarah Babbitt, 18th 
Security Forces Squadron 
commander, explains a 
jurisdiction map to Hajime 
Shinzato, Chief of Okinawa Police 
Station and Kazumune Namizato, 
Okinawa Police Station senior 
foreign case investigator, during 
the Inaugural Law Enforcement 
Offi cer Exchange Oct. 22, on 
Kadena Air Base. The map 
displays where our military forces 
have authority on Okinawa. 

^

^
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^Senior Airman Adam Vandyke, 18th Communications Squadron postal clerk, assists Capt. Alex Khutoryan, 961st 
Airborne Air Control Squadron deputy chief of weapons and tactics, with his parcel at the Kadena Post Offi ce Oct. 22, on 
Kadena Air Base. As the holidays draw closer, customers are asked to check their mailboxes daily to ensure there is room 
for the infl ux of packages expected to arrive on island over the next few months. 

 Kiyonobu 
Kuda, 18th 
Communications 
Squadron postal 
clerk, sorts and 
labels a large pile 
of packages at 
the Kadena Post 
Offi ce Oct. 22, on 
Kadena Air Base. 
With the holidays 
approaching, the 
post offi ce’s hours 
are changing; 
starting Nov. 28 the 
pick-up window’s 
hours will be 
Monday through 
Saturday from 9 
a.m. until 7 p.m. 

By Airman Zackary A. Henry
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/23/2015 — As the holidays draw 
closer, packages are starting to pile up at 
the Kadena Post Offi  ce.
 Anyone with a post offi  ce box should 
check it daily to ensure there is room for 
the infl ux of packages expected to arrive 
on the island over the next few months.
 “With the holidays fast approaching 
we’re trying to get everyone in the mind-
set of bringing the email notifi cation 
with them to pick up packages from the 
parcel pick up window,” said Master Sgt. 
Frizi Anthony, 18th Communications 
Squadron postmaster. “Th e line would 
move a lot quicker if everyone would 
bring the required items.”
 Th ose required items are a common 
access or dependent identifi cation card 
or passport with SOFA stamp as well as 
the email notifi cation, either printed out 
or on your smart phone. 
 Anthony went on to say that the email 
notifi cations include a shelf location and 
box number, which can be written down 
on a scrap piece of paper and brought 
to the post offi  ce as well for picking up 
packages. Th e shelf location consists of a 
letter and number combination such as 
G45 or FC9.
 “It’s also important to make sure 
the email on our records is the correct 
email,” said Anthony. “This email is the 
one that notifications will be sent to and 
it’s important for those notifications to 
be received. Anyone needing to check 
or update their email can do so at the 
customer service window, between 
9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through 

Friday,” Anthony added.
 Th e post master made another import-
ant point about the upcoming holiday 
season for those who travel.
 “Personnel that take leave, have tempo-
rary duty assignments or get deployed for 
more than fi ve days should place their mail 
box on hold,” said Anthony. “Th is ensures 
that the mail does not get returned to the 
sender and is waiting for your return.”
 For those of you sending packages 
back to the United States, there are a few 
ways to make sure they arrive in time.
 “One of the problems we encounter is 
people covering packages with wrapping 
paper,” said Staff  Sgt. Robert Madison, 
18th CS custodian of postal eff ects. “Th is 
wrapping has the ‘to’ and ‘from’ informa-
tion on it, and can be easily ripped which 
creates problems during shipping. We 
suggest either not covering packages in 
wrapping paper, or wrapping them again 
with normal shipping paper to prevent 
the easily torn wrapping paper from 
becoming a problem.”
 Starting Nov. 28, the pick-up win-
dow and fi nance section hours will be 
changing. Th e fi nance mailing hours for 
packages being shipped out of Kadena 
will be Monday through Saturday from 9 
a.m. until 5 p.m. Th e pick-up window’s 
hours will be Monday through Saturday 
from 9 a.m. until 7 p.m.
 In order to prepare for this holiday 
season the Kadena post offi  ce is already 
looking for volunteers. For more infor-
mation, call Tech. Sgt. Ashunta Taylor at 
634-2155.
 For questions regarding postal services 
during the holidays, call 634-7401.

Kadena Post Office: pick up 
packages as soon as possible

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman Zackary A. Henry)

^
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By Airman
Zackary A. Henry
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/23/2015 — A large part of 
Kadena’s “energy pie” lies in 
family housing, which makes 
up 46 percent of the total energy 
budget for Kadena, which also 
means it holds the largest ener-
gy saving opportunities.
 Chad Beck, 18th Civil Engi-
neer Group installation energy 
manager, said one of the easiest 
ways to save energy is by avoid-

ing electricity usage between 
the hours of 1 and 4 p.m.
 If people can plan to be out of 
the house at that time, it allows 
the air conditioner to cycle less, 
he added.
 For example, instead of going 
grocery shopping fi rst thing, peo-
ple can avoid the lunch rush and 
go aft er 1 p.m., thus lowering the 
heat load in their home, Beck said.
 It is also important to try 
and spread out the energy load 
throughout the day. Running 

the dish washer, washing ma-
chine and dryer all at the same 
time creates an energy peak or 
spike, which can greatly increase 
energy costs.
 Th e thermostat’s set tempera-
ture can also be a huge factor 
in energy savings, Beck said. If 
every housing occupant raised 
their thermostat by just two 
degrees during the summer 
months, it could save the base 
over $1 million annually.
 It is also important for res-

idents in family housing to be 
aware of some of the common 
mistakes people tend to overlook.
 “For units with central 
air, occupants should avoid 
blocking their return air grills. 
Doing so forces the system to 
work harder and consume more 
energy,” said Michael Dalcoe, 
718th Civil Engineer Squadron 
maintenance mechanic supervi-
sor. “It is also important to only 
use exhaust fans when needed.”
 Another great way for families 

to reduce energy costs in base 
housing is by keeping up with 
routine maintenance. Most of this 
maintenance, such as replacing 
incandescent lightbulbs with 
compact fl orescent lightbulbs and 
replacing air conditioner fi lters, 
can be accomplished for free us-
ing Eagle Hardware on Kadena.
 Each of these energy saving 
tips may seem small, but with the  
largest family housing section in 
the Air Force, small changes can 
add up to big savings.

By Senior Airman Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/28/2015 — Th e 16th annual Kadena 
Special Olympics is scheduled for Nov. 
7 and athletes around the island prepare 
for their event as the day steadily comes 
closer on the calendar. Th e one-day 
sporting event will host more than 1,000 
special needs athletes and artists from 
around Okinawa, participating in a day 
of competition, music and special recog-
nition.
 Events include track and fi eld, wheel-
chair events, hockey, basketball and 
much more. Th ere will even be an art 
exhibit featuring hundreds of special 
needs artists held inside the gym.
 Ty Murdock, 18, is one out of the hun-
dreds of athletes competing in this year’s 

KSO. He is in the 12th grade at Kadena 
High School and helps coach physical 
education, stocks the cafeteria milk and 
in his spare time enjoys playing guitar 
and singing. Since he is the honorary  
 for his high school varsity football team, 
his favorite sport is American football, 
and is the defending champion for last 
year’s 30-meter dash at the KSO.
 “I got my fi rst gold medal last year,” 
said Murdock. “I’m going to try and do it 
again this year.”
 Th e KSO grows in size every year, 
bringing thousands of Okinawan and 
American people together in support of 
special needs and friendly competition. 
Murdock said he practices for the event 
by running around his neighborhood 
block and hiking for miles with his father.

 “We oft en go on evening walks togeth-
er,” said Gordon Murdock, 18th Force 
Support Squadron community services 
fl ight chief and Ty’s father. “Most of time 
he starts running and I can’t keep up.”
 With the games less than two weeks 
away Murdock can hardly contain his 
excitement. According to his father this 
will be his eighth year competing at the 
event on Kadena Air Base.
 “Th is is something he looks forward to 
every year,” said Gordon. “I hope he has 
fun.”
 While Murdock likes racing, he enjoys 
the recognition more. Th e KSO is more 
than just an event, but an opportunity for 
communities to come together in sup-
port of the artists and athletes to create 
lasting memories.

Energy conservation 
saving energy in family housing

^Ty Murdock, Kadena High School 12th grade student, 
practices for the 30-meter dash of the Kadena Special 
Olympics at the high school track Oct. 27, on Kadena Air 
Base. Murdock will compete again this year at the KSO. 
Last year, he placed fi rst in his heat and practices for this 
year’s event by running around his neighborhood block 
and hiking for miles with his father.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)



O C T O B E R  3 0 ,  2 0 1 5 S A M U R A I  G A T E 7

By Tim Flack
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/27/2015 — (Editor’s Note: Th is is the 
fi ft h in a series of stories built on the chal-
lenge of “less than a beer.” Th e goal is to 
provide the Kadena Air Base community 
with information on interesting places to 
explore on Okinawa that are cheaper to 
visit than buying one beer.)
 North, or south? Th at’s the sort of 
question that can best be answered by the 
fl ip of a coin when you’re considering a 
weekend road trip to explore Okinawa.
 Th e quarter landed on heads, so we exit-
ed Kadena’s Gate 1, turned right and drove 
north on Route 58. Our goal was to go as 
far north as possible on our island home.
 Th e fi rst half of the drive past the 

resort hotels, dive shops and restaurants 
was congested with tourist rental cars, 
but traffi  c began to thin out on the other 
side of Nago. By the time we passed the 
turnoff  to Okuma Recreation Facility, we 
were the only car on the road for long 
minutes at a time, a rare luxury here.
 Route 58 hugs the coastline, a two-
lane cement ribbon winding along the 
ocean.  We found great places to stop to 
take photos of the beautiful water, hunt 
for sea glass and cool rocks.
 About 90 kilometers from Kadena, 
we fi nally arrived at Hedo Point, the 
northern-most spot on the island and a 
popular tourist destination.
 Hedo Point off ers an absolutely stun-
ning view of waves smashing into the 

200-foot high cliff s. We stood peering 
down into the turbulent waters, while 
spray from the waves battering the cliff s 
drift ed up and cooled us off .
 Th ere are several monuments dotting 
Hedo Point, including one commemorat-
ing Okinawa’s connection with the Yoron 
Island, visible in the distance on clear days.  
Another monument celebrates the 1972 re-
version of Okinawa back to Japan. A small 
marker with the words “May Peace Prevail 
on Earth” is perched on the edge of a cliff .
 A three-story replica of Okinawa’s 
most-famous endangered and fl ightless 
bird, the Yambaru Kuina, sits within view 
on a hillside a few kilometers from Hedo, 
looking out over the ocean.
 It took us a few attempts to fi nd our 
way to the bird. My best advice: As you’re 
driving on the road leading out of Hedo 
Point back toward 58, you’ll see a tiny road 
branching down toward the ocean. You’ll 
have to navigate the extremely narrow 
road all the way down to the coastline, then 
slowly climb back up steep switchbacks 
until you fi nd the parking lot. I wasn’t sure 
my mini-van would make it, but we fi nally 
chugged into the parking spot.
 My kids quickly scaled the steps inside 
the bird, with its distinctive orange and 
red beak, climbing to an observation 
deck and window. Aft er a few photos, we 
were back on the road.
 When we got back to Route 58, I men-
tally fl ipped another coin, and decided 
to turn left . I knew the road would even-
tually wrap around the island, turn into 
Route 70, and I’d be headed south back 
down the east coast.
 I quickly realized that I was in the 
middle of Yambaru Kuina country, where 
local traffi  c slows to a crawl in an eff ort 

to protect the birds. Th ere were plenty of 
signs warning me to be careful of them on 
the road, with phone numbers to call if I 
accidentally hit one, or found an injured 
bird. I found one news article that stated 
there were only about 700 of the birds 
left , so the concern is understandable, 
but it makes for a slow drive home.
 All told, it was another memorable Oki-
nawan adventure. If you haven’t made the 
trip up north yet, I would highly suggest 
it. Just watch out for the Yambaru Kuina.

Getting to Hedo Point:
- Exit Kadena Gate 1 and turn right 

onto Route 58.
- Drive about 90 kilometers and the 

entrance to Hedo Point will be on 
the left .

Less Than a Beer: Exploring Hedo Point

^Waves crash against the 200-foot cliffs at Hedo Point, the northern-most spot on Okinawa, on Oct. 18. The point is a 
popular tourist destination, and makes for a good day trip from Kadena Air Base. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tim Flack)

Less Than a Beer: Exploring Hedo Point
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Range3: De Oppresso Liber: While the world remains a dangerous and complex place, Special Forces 
units today are deployed worldwide, displaying their dominance in full-spectrum operations through their 
unconventional warfare expertise. From humanitarian assistance and training of indigenous forces, to 
direct-action and special-reconnaissance missions, Special Forces Soldiers live up to the Special Forces 
motto: De Oppresso Liber, to Free the Oppressed.

Students at Kobato Preschool in Yomitan Village 
broke into cheers Oct. 26, as costume-clad 
Soldiers from the 78th Signal Battalion 
volunteered to support a Halloween party for 
the young trick-or-treaters. The volunteers 
explained the history and customs of Halloween 
and taught students how to say “trick-or-treat.” 
Candy and laughter was enjoyed by all during the 
annual visit.  Ms. Sakugawa, a teacher at Kobato 
Preschool said she was pleased to once again 
be able to celebrate the haunted holiday with 
the U. S. Army Soldiers.  “We really appreciate 
Army’s support,” said Sakugawa. “Students are 
very looking forward to this event. It is one of the 
great opportunities for students to experience 
different culture. They kept asking me when 
we’re having the Halloween, and how many 
volunteers would come this year,” she said.

(U.S. Army photo by Rick Rzepka)

(Photos by Yumi Uchima)

De Oppresso Liber Spooktacular volunteers
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By Wendy Miller and
Angie Fino
Stearley Heights Elementary School 
10/28/2015 — Stearley Heights Elemen-
tary School on Kadena is implementing  
College and Career Ready Standards for 
Mathematics in a variety of classroom 
settings throughout the building.
 During music specials, the music ed-
ucator, Wendy A. Miller, and fi rst grade 
educator, Stefanie Th ompson, collabo-
rated on what specifi c math standards 
the students are working on and how 
the Standards for Mathematical Practice 
relate to both classrooms.  Th e teachers 
are selected to focus on SMP 2 – Reason 
abstractly and quantitatively and SMP 
6 – Attend to precision.
 Students have worked with Number 
Bonds in the regular classroom to analyze 
math problems and real life math situa-
tions while breaking them into smaller 
cases of understanding. Th is includes 
using logical progression to make a con-
jecture.
  Students have also used clear defi ni-
tions of math symbols and vocabulary.
 Music class transferred these standards 
and skills to defi ning music vocabulary 
for creating rhythms on a staff .  Time 
signatures of 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 were used 
on the Smart Board technology to create 
rhythms using whole notes, half notes, 
quarter notes, and eighth notes.  Students 
then counted and clapped the note values 
of their rhythms.
 Students were able to check their 
work and make corrections if the 
measure had the incorrect note values.   
Th e lesson was fun and engaging while 

incorporating math and technology.
 Recently, parents were invited to at-
tend math training where they were able 
to take a sneak peek at how math looks 
like in the classroom as the CCRSM are 
incorporated.
 Many parents came with questions and 
left  with answers and feeling better on 
how they can help their children at home.  
Parents were also given the opportunity 
to work on math problems and discuss 
possible solutions in their groups just as 
their kids do in the classroom.
 Mr. Olds, the principal at SHES, stated, 
“we are teaching fewer standards at their 
current grade level but more in-depth 
and focused lessons so that students gain 
a clear and conceptual understanding of 
mathematics.”
 In order to make the parent training 
a success, SHES provided an avenue for 
child care. Mrs. Fino, Math Support Spe-
cialist coordinated with Master Sgt. Shep-
ard (Ret.), JROTC instructor at Kadena 
High School (for fi ft een years) to have his 
cadets provide care of the children at the 
school grounds under the supervision of 
Shepard and his wife Mrs. Shepard who 
teaches kindergarten at SHES.
 Th e cadets played and interacted with 
children ranging from ages 3-10.  Th e 
cadets stated that the experience of inter-
acting and playing with the students was 
fun and engaging. 
 Th e cadets are required to perform a 
certain amount of community hours and 
are available to help our community.  Th is 
truly was a group eff ort as Kadena High 
School and SHES came together to teach 
math at a variety of levels and settings.  

Coming together 
to teach math!

(Photos by Angie Fino)

(U.S. Navy photo by Builder 3rd Class Lisa Brown)

Pacific Deployment 2015

^PALAWAN, Philippines - Steelworker Constructionman Victor Bernardino assigned to Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion (NMCB) 3, reads stories to children of Cabuluan Elementary School, Oct. 5. NMCB 3 Construction Civic 
Activity Detail (CCAD) Philippines is constructing a two-classroom building for the school. Seabees conduct CCAD 
operations to demonstrate U.S. commitment, develop enduring relationships, improve public infrastructure for the 
delivery of essential services, and strengthen local institutions with host and partner nations around the world. 

^TAKEO, Cambodia - Builder 1st Class Frank Guerrero of Patterson, N.J., assigned to Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 3, plays a game on his phone with a local child at the Ang Chuk Elementary School, Oct. 20.

 CHINHAE, Republic 
of Korea - Builder 3rd 
Class Anthony Austin and 
Builder 3rd Class Petty 
Offi cer Nathan Carrasco, 
both assigned to Naval 
Mobile Construction 
Battalion (NMCB) 3, 
screed freshly placed 
concrete for the dock 
wall of the brand new 
Commander, Fleet 
Activities Chinhae (CFAC) 
Cold Storage Warehouse, 
Oct. 21. The warehouse 
will provide additional 
storage space for all 
dining facilities on CFAC. 

(U.S. Navy photo by Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Justin Armer)

(U.S. Navy photo by Utilitilesman Constructionman Rachel Miot)

(U.S. Navy photo by Lt. j.g. Clare Ovesen)

^
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KSO 2015: Updates/volunteers 
needed
The Kadena Special Olympics will be held 
Nov. 7 on Kadena Air Base. Please fi nd 
the latest information on road closures, 
volunteer opportunities, and other 
pertinent information here.

Road Closures
Security Forces personnel will close some 
roads, and only allow limited access 
to other, for the Nov. 7 Kadena Special 
Olympics. Personnel will run traffi c control 
points from 6 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Nov. 7.
Closed: 
• Schreiber Avenue from Douglas 

Boulevard to Adams Avenue
• Adams Avenue from Schreiber Avenue 

to McKennon Avenue
• Lorling Avenue
• Vincent Avenue from Kadena Middle 

School to Beeson Street
Limited Access: 
• Douglas Boulevard will be down to a 

single lane going toward Gate 1 from 
McKennon Avenue to Schreiber Ave

Residents Only (no through traffi c):
• Schreiber Avenue from Adams Avenue 

to Vincent Avenue
• Beeson Street from Rickenbaker Road 

to Schreiber Avenue
Access to Key Areas:
• Residents living on Beeson Street 

should use the traffi c control point 
adjacent to the Offi cers Club or at 
Vincent Avenue and Beeson Street.

• Residents in Dorms 176 and 177 should 
use the access road behind the BX to 
gain entrance to their parking lots.

• Residents living in Dorms 138, 141, 
149, 145, and 151 should use the 
Vincent Ave and Beeson Street traffi c 
control point to enter the area.  The 
Dorm Manager will provide a listing or 
residents for entry.

• Post Offi ce access will be provided 
from the back of the commissary and 
exchange.

• Olympic Express shopette access will 
be from Westmore Road.

• Jennings residents should use Carswell 
Avenue.

Athlete Buddies needed
An Athlete Buddy is an escort for an athlete 
and their family. You are an ambassador 

for the military and will be responsible 
for escorting your athlete and their family 
to and from events. You will ensure they 
receive lunch. Most importantly you will 
be assigned your athlete for the ENTIRE 
activity day and cannot leave them alone 
under any circumstance. You are the primary 
cheerleader for your athlete. Minimum age 
is 15 years old. Athlete Buddies should 
wear comfortable, conservative clothes.  
You will need to check-in on game day at 
6:30 a.m. and plan on being there for the 
closing ceremony about 3 p.m. Volunteers 
may use the following link to sign up. 
(Note: You’ll also fi nd a list of the volunteer 
briefi ngs that will be held until Game day 
on the link). http://specialolympicskadena.
com/wordpress/events/game-day/

Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services would 
like to remind everyone to program their 
cell phones with the emergency numbers. 
To report an emergency on Kadena via 
cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an offi ce 
phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, 
dial 098-911-1911, or from an offi ce phone, 
dial 911.

Family Housing closing
The Kadena Department of Defense 
Family Housing Offi ce, Camp Kinser 
Offi ce, Camp Courtney Offi ce, Furnishing 
Management Offi ce and FMO Self-Help 
will be closed Wednesday, Nov. 11, in 
observance of the Veterans Day Federal 
Holiday and Thursday, Nov. 12 for a PACAF 
Family Day. The above offi ces will also be 
closed Thursday, Nov. 26 in observance 
of Thanksgiving Day and Friday, Nov. 27 
for a PACAF Family Day. For emergency 
assistance, call 634-HOME (4663).

Product recall
General Mills is voluntarily recalling several 
Cheerios and Honey Nut Cheerios products 
from its Lodi, California facility that were 
manufactured in July 2015, because of 
an undeclared allergen – wheat - with 
potential adverse health effects.  Because 
this recall relates to an undeclared 
allergen, this is a Class I product recall. The 
Cheerios and Honey Nut Cheerios were 

available on Kadena Air Base and have 
been removed from shelves. If you have a 
wheat allergy, stop use immediately. You 
may return any unused portions back to 
location of purchase for a full refund. For 
more information, contact Public Health at 
630-1998.

New MilTA Briefing Schedule 
Effective Oct. 15, the weekly military tuition 
assistance briefi ng will be held in Bldg. 
59, Room 206 with days and times listed 
below: 
Tuesday: 2:30 p.m.   
Thursday: 9:00 a.m.   
For more information contact the 
Education Offi ce at 634-1500, option 1 or 
via email at kadenaeducationoffi ce@us.af.
mil for additional information.

Education Office new E-exam 
testing schedule
Effective Oct. 19, the E-exam testing 
schedule (CDC/EPME/Course 14/Course 
15) have been updated to the following 
days and times: Monday: 1 p.m. /  
Wednesday: 1 p.m. / Thursday: 8 a.m. / For 
more information, contact the Education 
Offi ce at 634-1500, option 1 or via email at 
kadena.educationservicestesting@us.af.
mil.

Upcoming Kadena Medical Clinic 
hours of operation & closures
With the exception of federal holidays and 
down days, the Kadena Medical Clinic 
hours of operation are Monday through 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 
7:30 a.m. to noon every third Thursday 
of the month. Patients may experience 
longer than normal call-wait times on 
the appointment line and a perceived 
decrease in access to care after closures 
and training due to increased appointment 
demand. Please be patient with the clinical 
staff as they work to fulfi ll your medical 
needs.
Upcoming closures and training days:
Nov. 11: Veteran’s Day
Nov. 12: PACAF down day
Nov. 19: training day (open 7:30 a.m. to 
noon)
Nov. 26: Thanksgiving Day

Nov. 27: PACAF down day
Dec. 17: training day (open 7:30 a.m. to 
noon)
Dec. 25: Christmas Day
Dec. 28: PACAF down day
For on-base emergencies after normal 
hours of operation, hang up and dial 911 
or 098-934-5911, or go to the U.S. Naval 
Hospital Emergency Room on Camp 
Foster.  For non-emergency concerns 
that cannot wait until normal hours of 
operation, please call 646-7484 or 098-
971-7484. You may also send a secure 
message to your Health Care Team via 
MiCare at https://app.relayhealth.com. or 
exercise your options to self-book Primary 
Care appointments through TriCare Online 
at www.tricareonline.com. 

Kadena Base Post Office 
upcoming closures
Nov. 11: Veterans Day
Nov. 12: PACAF down day (open from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.)
Nov. 26: Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 27: PACAF down day
Dec. 25 - 27: closed
Dec. 28: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Jan. 1-3, 2016: closed
For more information, email Tech. Sgt. 
Ashunta Taylor at Ashunta.Taylor@us.af.
mil or call 634-2155. 

Kadena High School Foreign 
Language Department seeking 
native Spanish speakers
The Kadena High School Foreign 
Language Department is seeking native 
Spanish speakers to volunteer in some of 
the Spanish classrooms to interact with 
students in Spanish. Speakers are needed 
during the school day, from 7:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m., and the days are fl exible. For more 
information, contact Elizabeth Elansari at 
elizabeth.elansari@pac.dodea.edu.

Protestant Youth of the Chapel 
Program 
The Protestant Youth of the Chapel 
Program is in the process of expanding its 
youth ministry and has plenty of programs 
from which to choose. Those who want 

Continued on PAGE 11
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By AAFES Public Affairs
10/25/2015 — Th e Army & Air Force 
Exchange Service is making holiday 
wishes come true for military shop-
pers by picking up the tab on their 
MILITARY STAR® card up to $8,200 
with the “Your Holiday Bill Is On Us” 
sweepstakes. 
 From Nov. 1 through Dec. 31, shop-
pers will be automatically entered in the 
worldwide sweepstakes each time they 
use their MILITARY STAR card to pay 
for purchases at the Okinawa Exchange 
or on shopmyexchange.com. Each 
transaction counts as one entry. 
 Th ree grand-prize winners will re-
ceive their MILITARY STAR card bill 

paid in full up to $8,200 with a mini-
mum prize of $2,500. 
 Ten second-prize winners will be 
awarded a $1,000 credit on their MIL-
ITARY STAR card statement, while 25 
third-place winners will earn a $500 
credit. Winners with a balance less than 
their prize amount will receive a credit 
on their account.
 “With this sweepstakes, the Exchange 
is making dreams come true and 
changing lives,” said Store Manager, 
Ann Yi. “Just one swipe of a MILITARY 
STAR card is all it takes to enter.” 
 In 2015, the sweepstakes changed the 
life of one grand-prize winner. Sgt. Ka-
kala Loketi had her MILITARY STAR 

account paid in full during a presenta-
tion at Freedom Crossing at Fort Bliss, 
where she took scissors to an oversize 
credit card statement, symbolizing her 
$8,200 bill being wiped clean.
 “Th is is a huge relief for me and my 
family,” Loketi said at the time, noting 
that she primarily used her card for 
emergencies and to help young Soldiers 
pay for necessities, like gas. “A weight 
has been lift ed off  me.”
 Th is holiday season, all shoppers who 
pay with their MILITARY STAR card 
will get something back thanks to a new 
rewards program. All MILITARY STAR 
cardholders earn 2 points for every $1 
spent in Army, Air Force, Marine Corps, 
Navy and Coast Guard exchange stores, 
and wherever else the MILITARY STAR 
card is accepted. For every 2,000 points 
earned, shoppers automatically receive 
a $20 MILITARY STAR rewards card.
 Winners of the “Your Holiday Bill Is 
On Us” sweepstakes will be announced 
on or about Jan. 30.

to deepen their faith, build spiritual 
resiliency or simply have a safe haven to 
do homework and meet new friends are 
encouraged to check out the program. For 
more information, contact Steven Harvell 
at 070-1432-4132 or steven.harvell@
cadence.org or Sarah Kidd at 080-4191-
4186 or sarah.kidd@cadence.org. 

AF Virtual Education Center 
(AFVEC) is not accessible from 
AF Portal
The Air Force Virtual Education Center 
(AFVEC) link is not accessible via the Air 
Force Portal. Users can access the AFVEC 
site directly at: https://afvec.langley.af.mil/
afvec. This link will not work within the 
AF Portal, copy and paste this link into 
a new browser window or tab. For more 
information, call Bill Nanguata at the 
Education Offi ce at 634-1500, option 1 or 
via email at Kadenaeducationoffi ce@us.af.
mil.

Chapel contract positions 
available
The Kadena Air Base Chapel is now 
accepting bids for one contract positions.
· Protestant Parish Coordinator
Obtain a copy of bid documents at Chapel 
Two, Bldg. 425 from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays 
and down days. For more information, 
contact Staff Sgt. Jennifer Deprinzio at 
634-1288.

CFC Overseas 
Combined Federal Campaign Overseas 
is a base wide opportunity for military 
communities to give back to those less 
fortunate. Donations can be made in three 
different ways:
1. DFAS MyPay monthly allotment.
2. CFC-O giving available online at www.

cfcoverseas.org. 
3. Pledge Card-these are available from 

your unit representative.
This fundraising event runs through Nov. 

20 for all base-wide active duty service 
members and Department of Defense 
employees. For more information, contact 
Airman 1st Class Danielle Clemons at 630-
4851.

18 LRS Individual Protective 
Equipment new hours
The 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 
Individual Protective Equipment Section’s 
new hours of operation are Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday from 7:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and closed on Thursdays 
for inventory. For more information, call 
the 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 
Individual Protective Equipment Section at 
634-2758.

U.S. Postal Service delayed 
implementation of electronic 
customs forms
Due to a technical diffi culty with the U.S. 
Postal Service website, the Department of 
Defense has delayed the implementation 
of electronic customs forms. Once the 
Postal Service updates their online 
customs forms the DoD will announce a 
new suspense date for implementation 
of the requirement. For more information, 
contact Tech. Sgt. Ashunta Taylor at 
Ashunta.Taylor@us.af.mil or call 634-2155. 

SARC Office move
The Special Victims’ Counsel and SARC 
offi ces have moved into Bldg. 128. For 
more information, call Tech. Sgt. Larra 
Stewart with the Special Victims’ Counsel 
at 634-2720 and Tech. Sgt. Muhammad 
Karimisaleh for SAPR related questions.

Team Kadena 3rd quarter award 
ceremony
The 3rd quarter award ceremony is coming 
up, Nov. 10 at 2:30 p.m. at the Keystone 
Theater on Kadena Air Base. Come out 
and show your support. Emcee auditions 
for this event are Nov. 2 at 10 a.m. also 
at the Keystone Theater on Kadena Air 

Base. For more information, contact your 
fi rst sergeant. or call Master Sgt. Timothy 
Gobble at 634-5160.

Honor Guard training flight
The Kadena Base Honor Guard is hosting 
a training fl ight for new members from Nov. 
9 to 20, Mon-Fri 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., 
except Wed., 3 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Interested 
individuals should attend an orientation 
at Bldg. 3445, The McDaniel Center for 
Professional Development, at 3:30 p.m. 
on Nov. 6 . For more information, contact 
Senior Airman Kristopher Beckwith at 
kristopher.beckwith@us.af.mil or 634-
7902.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Veteran’s day parade
Kadena’s fi rst ever Veteran’s Day parade 
will be held Nov. 11. There will be 
representation from the armed forces 
around the island; including specialized 
units, groups, and students from the 
surrounding Department of Defense 
Dependents Schools. The parade will start 
at 9 a.m. at the corner of Kuter and Douglas 
Boulevard. and will march down Douglas 
Boulevard. to Marek Park. If you would like 
to participate in the parade, contact Senior 
Master Sgt. Patton at geisha.patton@
us.af.mil. If you would like to volunteer for 
security and crowd control, contact Master 
Sgt. Swanson at brian.swanson.2@us.af.
mil.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteers needed for recess 
games at Amelia Earhart 
Intermediate School
Volunteers are needed to facilitate sports 
and games for Amelia Earhart Intermediate 
School students during recess. They 
are needed for activities such as soccer, 
kickball, crafts, basketball, jump rope, four 
square and any other activities. Volunteers 
are needed from now through June 2016. 
Letter and/or Certifi cate of Appreciation will 

be provided. For more information, contact 
Gerard Santoro at Gerard.Santoro@pac.
dodea.edu or Stanley Cindrity at 634-2231.

Volunteers wanted
The Kokeshi Roller Rolls are looking for 
non-skating offi cials and referees for the 
upcoming 2015-16 season on Kadena Air 
Base. No previous experience required. For 
more information, call Gia Witmer at 080-
6499-0243 to sign up, or fi ll out the form 
under JOIN at www.kokeshirollerdolls.
com.

Post Office needs volunteers
The Kadena Base Post Offi ce needs 
volunteers for the upcoming holiday 
season. Volunteers must be 16 or older 
and are required to attend a mini postal 
training. Training will be conducted every 
Tuesday in November, starting at 8 a.m. To 
sign up, email Tech. Sgt. Ashunta Taylor at 
Ashunta.Taylor@us.af.mil or call 634-2155. 

Exchange puts some jingle back 
in shoppers’ pockets with ‘your 
holiday bill is on us’ sweepstakes
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By Staff Sgt. Benjamin Sutton
51st Fighter Wing Public Affairs
10/23/2015 - OSAN AIR BASE, Repub-
lic of Korea — Th e combat search and 
rescue exercise, Exercise Pacifi c Th under 
15-02, came to a close Oct. 23 aft er nearly 
two full weeks of constant training.
 Exercise Pacifi c Th under brought 
together U.S. forces from the Air Force, 
Marines, and units from the Republic 
of Korea air force to practice air combat 
and CSAR by focusing on enhancing 
interoperability and combat readiness of 
the military alliance across the Korean 
Peninsula.
 “Th is exercise helps us bring together 
assets who would be involved and inte-
grated into a real world CSAR mission,” 
said Capt. Jerrod Dillon, 25th Fighter 
Squadron fl ight safety offi  cer. “It also 
gives U.S. forces a chance to integrate and 
execute with our ROKAF counterparts, 
further building the combined force 
profi ciency and readiness, while simulta-
neously improving relations between our 
two militaries.” 
 Pacifi c Th under is a total-process 
exercise, encompassing nearly all aspects 
of communication, coordination, com-
mand and control, mission planning, and 
execution. “By taking take a look at cur-
rent tactics and procedures, practicing 
and refi ning those, and then exercising 
the system as realistically as possible we 
are able to provide a world-class training 
opportunity to everyone involved,” said 
Dillon. “We are getting realistic training 
that’s in line with how we would fi ght.”
 More than 10 diff erent organizations 

and squadrons came together to partici-
pate in Pacifi c Th under this year.
 “In size and scope, it’s rapidly ap-
proaching large-force-exercise levels, but 
I think it’s unique in that it’s primarily 
planned and executed on a squadron or 
tactical level,” said Dillon. “What we do 
locally during these missions directly 
impacts the big Air Force mission. Th e 
knowledge and experience gained while 
participating in this exercise is spread 
throughout the rest of the Air Force as 
people move on from Korea, carrying 
that knowledge with them.”
 Working closely with all players 
on a bi-annual basis builds individual 
profi ciency and increases the total-force 
capability of all participants, continued 
Dillon.
 “I’m excited to be a part of this ex-
ercise, especially since we are working 
closely with the Korean air force,” said 
Senior Airman Jacob Ricker, 718th Air-
craft  Maintenance Squadron crew chief 
from Kadena Air Base.
 Pacifi c Th under highlights the long-
standing military partnership, commit-
ment and enduring friendship between 
the two nations. It helps ensure peace and 
security on the Korean Peninsula and 
reaffi  rm the U.S. commitment to stability 
in the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region.  
     “It’s all about the CSAR,” said Dillon. 
“Aircraft  can be replaced but it’s much 
harder to replace the pilot who could 
have many years of training and experi-
ence. Th is exercise ensures we are ready 
to do the CSAR mission whenever called 
upon.”

Pacifi c Thunder tests combat search and 
rescue capabilities, trains multiple units

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Benjamin Sutton)

^Members of the 33rd Rescue Squadron prepare for takeoff inside their HH-60 Pavehawk Oct. 16, at Osan Air Base. 
The 33rd RQS members are from Kadena Air Base, and are participating in Exercise Pacifi c Thunder 15-02. 

   A pilot taxis an A-10 
Thunderbolt II along the 
runway of Osan Air Base, Oct. 
16. A-10s from the 25th Fighter 
Squadron participated in the 
combat search and rescue 
exercise Pacifi c Thunder 15-
02. Exercise Pacifi c Thunder 
brought together U.S. forces 
from the Air Force, Marines, 
and units from the Republic of 
Korea air force to practice air 
combat and CSAR by focusing 
on enhancing interoperability 
and combat readiness of the 
military alliance across the 
Korean Peninsula.

^


