
By Adrienne Staton
18th Wing Judge Advocate
11/5/2015 — Th e Service-
members Civil Relief Act 
(SCRA) is a federal law that 
aff ords military service mem-
bers protections so they can 
“devote their entire energy to 
the defense needs of the Na-
tion.” SCRA can signifi cantly 
help service members who are 
facing stressful legal issues in 
the civil court system. 
Who does SCRA protect?
 Active duty service mem-
bers, reservists, and members 
of the National Guard while 
on active duty for at least thirty 
days who are facing legal issues 
of a civil nature are protected 
by SCRA.  If a service member 
is facing legal issues of a crim-
inal nature, SCRA protections 
do not apply.
 What protections can 
SCRA provide?
 Interest Rate Reduction - 
Debt incurred prior to military 
service can be capped at a 6% 
interest rate during active duty 
service, if the debt was taken on 
either by the service member 
alone or jointly by the service 
member and their spouse. Th is 
is a signifi cant benefi t! Th e in-
terest rate cap applies to credit 

card debt, mortgage debt, car 
loans, business obligations, 
and some student loans. To 
use this benefi t, service mem-
bers must provide the creditor 
with: written notice, a copy of 
their military orders, and any 
orders extending their military 
service. 
  Postpone Civil Lawsuits – 
Service members who receive 
notice that they must appear in 
a U.S. court or hearing may be 
able to use SCRA to postpone 
the suit.  For civil law suits or 
hearings, if the service mem-
ber asks the court to postpone 
the suit under SCRA, the court 
must postpone it for at least 
ninety days.  To invoke this 
protection, the service mem-
ber must provide the court 
with one of two things: either 
a letter from the service mem-
ber describing why their mil-
itary duty materially aff ects 
their ability to appear at the 
civil suit. Or, they can provide 
a letter from their commander 
describing why their military 
duty prevents them from ap-
pearing at the civil suit, and 
that leave is not authorized.  
 Termination of Telephone 
Contracts – Service members 

By Senior Airman
John Linzmeier
18th Wing Public Affairs
11/3/2015 — Approximately 
1,700 volunteers from diff erent 
branches of the U.S. military 
and the local community helped 
with the 16th annual Kadena 
Special Olympic Games Nov. 7, 
here at the Risner Fitness Center 
Sports Complex.
 Th e games were held as an 
opportunity for more than 850 
special needs athletes and their 
families within the Okinawan 
community to join Team Kadena 

in a day full of competitive 
sports and festivities.
 “Th e Kadena Special Olym-
pics is world renowned,” said 
Lt. Gen. John Dolan, U.S. 
Forces Japan and 5th Air Force 
commander. “Th e 16 years that 
it’s been going on has built each 
year and I think it’s proven its 
worth with how it’s reached out 
to the community.”
 Th e event was off  to a loud start 
when hundreds of volunteers 
and spectators formed a human 
pathway to greet and cheer on 
the arriving athletes as they were 

shuttled to the fi tness center.
 Th e games kicked off  with an 
opening ceremony with Brig. 
Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th Wing 
commander, Dolan, and Masaru 
Machida, Okinawa Prefectural 
Government Executive Offi  ce of 
the Governor director general, 
sharing words of encourage-
ment to the athletes.
 During the ceremony, Cor-
nish led the crowd in taking the 
‘athlete’s oath,’ a tradition that 
was once repeated by Greek 
warriors before going into battle, 
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Thousands converge for KSO 2015

^Col. Debra Lovette, 18th Mission Support Group commander, shakes hands with Kamiyama 
Masakatsu, Chatan Town deputy mayor Nov. 5, at Kadena Air Base.

^Kohei Setake, a Kadena Special Olympics athlete, wins fi rst place in a 200 meter dash during the Kadena Special Olympics Nov. 7, at Kadena 
Air Base. Established by the 18th Wing commander in 2000, KSO is a sporting and entertainment event that provides an opportunity for all 
communities involved to stand together in support of people with special needs.

Members of Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9723 and Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th 
Wing commander, salute the Prisoner of War/Missing in Action wreath during a 
Veterans Day ceremony Nov. 11, at Kadena Air Base. The wreath was placed to honor 
those who have paid the ultimate price in the defense of our country.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

Kadena welcomes Chatan Town 
residents for tsunami exercise
By Senior Airman
John Linzmeier
18th Wing Public Affairs
11/8/2015 — A bilateral natural 
disaster exercise was held here 
Nov. 5 to test and improve 
evacuation procedures between 
members of Team Kadena and 
the local community.
 Approximately 50 residents 
of Chatan Town participated in 
a simulated evacuation of local 
Okinawans from low elevation 
areas near the Sunabe Seawall to 
higher ground through the base 
in the event of an earthquake or 
tsunami.



E-3 Sentry launches 
from Kadena for the 
support of mission
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may terminate U.S. phone 
service contracts when they 
receive orders to move to an 
area that does not support the 
phone contract for a period 
of 90 days or more.  To termi-
nate the contract, the service 
member must have signed the 
phone contract prior to receiv-
ing the orders to move.  Th e 
service member must provide 
the following to the phone 
provider: written or electron-
ic notice of the termination, a 
copy of the member’s orders, 
and the date on which the ser-
vice is to be terminated. 
 Other Protections – SCRA 

can also help in terminating 
U.S. automobile or residential 
leases, preventing reposses-
sion of property, protecting as-
sets for small business owners, 
avoiding eviction from a family 
home, and deferring income tax 
payment in certain situations.
 Th is article is for informa-
tional purposes only and is 
not intended be legal advice. 
For personalized legal assis-
tance on how the SCRA may 
help you, visit the Kadena Law 
Center on Mondays, Wednes-
days, or Fridays from 9 to 10 
a.m. for a walk-in appoint-
ment with an attorney. 

   Crew members from 
the 961st Airborne Air 
Control Squadron board 
an E-3 Sentry airborne 
warning and control system 
before takeoff, Nov. 10, 
at Kadena Air Base. 
With its surveillance and 
reconnaissance mission, 
the AWACS aircraft from 
the 961st AACS provides 
visibility of virtually 
everything in the air allowing 
Kadena and other Air Force 
assets to project superior 
force for any operation. 

^An E-3 Sentry airborne warning and control system from the 961st Airborne Air Control 
Squadron takes off from Kadena on a daily basis to help maintain strategic access and 
freedom of movement across all domains, Nov. 10, at Kadena Air Base. The AWACS aircraft 
provides all-weather surveillance, command, control and communications needed by 
commanders of U.S., NATO and other allied air defense forces.^Members of the Kadena High School Junior Reserve Offi cer Training Corps march in the Veterans Day parade Nov. 11, at Kadena Air Base. 

Veterans Day, originally known as Armistice Day, was fi rst observed to commemorate the armistice which went into effect Nov. 11, 1918, and led 
to the end of World War I.

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Naoto Anazawa)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Nicholas Emerick)

By Airman 1st Class
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
11/10/2015 —  Service mem-
bers from all branches of the 
United States armed forces 
gathered here Nov. 11, to com-
memorate Veterans Day.
 Veterans Day is dedicated 
to honoring those who have 
served their country or are 
currently serving to protect the 
citizens of the U.S. and its allies.
 “Th e fl ag stands for peace, 
honor, truth, justice, and free-
dom,” said Airman 1st Class 
William Winter, 18th Equip-
ment Maintenance Squadron 
non-destructive inspection ap-
prentice and master of ceremo-
ny for Kadena’s Veterans Day 
ceremony. “Th e fl ag has been 
torn to strips and used as ban-
dages for wounded combatants 
on the battlefi eld. It has been 
placed in the trembling arms of 
a grieving parent at the grave of 
their fallen son or daughter.”
 Th e highlight of the Veterans 
Day ceremony was the delivery 
of the U.S. fl ag by a 33rd Rescue 
Squadron HH-60G Pavehawk. 

A 31st Rescue Squadron para-
rescueman rappelled out of the 
helicopter and hand-delivered 
the fl ag to the Kadena Honor 
Guard. Additionally, each 
branch of the armed forces 
recited their creed to honor 
their veterans.
 Th e ceremony honored those 
service members of yesterday, 
and heroes of today, who even 
as of this moment have been 
willing to put themselves in 
harm’s way to protect the ideas 
that we as a nation hold dear, 
said Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 
18th Wing commander.
 It is with the sacrifi ce and 
commitment of veterans that 
we can enjoy freedoms and 
liberties as Americans.
 “Veterans understand ser-
vice and sacrifi ce,” said Brent 
Cook, retired U.S. Marine 
Corps sergeant major and 
Kadena USO center manager. 
“Veterans have paid for the 
freedoms Americans enjoy 
with sweat and blood. And at 
the same time, veterans have 
been unable to enjoy those 
same freedoms. America has 

the greatest military in the 
world, hands-down second 
to none. Some view a strong 
military as a sign that America 
loves war. On the contrary, a 
strong military is a deterrent 
from war. And veterans know 
this the best.”
 President Woodrow Wilson 
originally instituted Armistice 
Day on Nov. 11, 1919, to 
commemorate those who gave 
their lives in the service of their 
country during World War I. 
Th e title then changed in 1954, 
under Dwight Eisenhower’s 
presidency, to Veterans Day. 
Along with this title change 
came a core change as well. It 
was established to honor veter-
ans from all U.S. confl icts. 
 “If you think about it, in the 
history of our country, only a 
relative few have worn our na-
tion’s cloth, sworn themselves 
to protect it, and been buried 
under its fl ag,” said Cornish. 
“My faith tells me that there is 
no greater love than she who 
would lay down her life for her 
brother. We know this to be 
true.”

^
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 Th e drill began with a disaster 
notifi cation, which entails the 
sounding of coastal tsunami 
alarms and wide-spread alert no-
tifi cations sent to mobile phones.
 “If a tsunami were to actu-
ally happen,” said Capt. Steven 
Brenoskie, 18th Security Forces 
Squadron operations offi  cer, “it 
is a real and imminent threat to 
anyone living along the coast. 
So it’s important for everyone to 
know what to do, where to go, 
and the fact that we will welcome 
them and facilitate them to high-
er ground as quickly as possible.”
 Security Forces personnel 
provided gate entry to all par-
ticipants and provided escorts 
as walkers made their way from 
Gate 1 to the designated recov-
ery zone at Gate 5.
 Medical teams stood by to pro-
vide care throughout the nearly 

two mile walk. Attendees were 
greeted by Col. Debra Lovette, 
18th Mission Support Group 
commander, and Kamiyama 
Masakatsu, Chatan Town deputy 
mayor, with refreshments upon 
arriving at their destination.
 “I would like to express our 
sincere appreciation to Col. 
Lovette, who is here with us on 
behalf of the 18th Wing for the 
cooperation,” said Masakatsu. 
“Chatan Town would like to ask 
for the base’s continued support 
for our evacuation exercises.”
 Th e exercise was organized in 
support of an agreement made 
last year that opens Kadena’s 
gates to the local population in 
the event of a natural disaster.
 “As one of Chatan Town’s 
measures for disaster pre-
paredness, we signed disaster 
evacuation agreements with 

Camp Foster and Kadena Air 
Base,” said Masakatsu. “With 
cooperation from everyone, 
Chatan Town is diligently work-
ing on improving our disaster 
preparedness measures.”
 Th e tsunami drill was part 
of a larger scale exercise being 
conducted throughout main-
land Japan and many other 
military installations on island. 
With local nationals and U.S. 
ambassadors working together, 
the exercise helped to make it 
clear that in the face of a natural 
disaster, aid is available.
 “We love living here in your 
homeland very much,” said 
Lovette. “We know that along 
with that we have to work togeth-
er, especially in the case of natural 
disasters that might happen, such 
as a tsunami or anything else that 
happens in our area.”

18th Wing commander 
visits Gwangju Air Base

By Senior Airman 
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
11/6/2015 - GWANGJU AIR 
BASE, Republic of Korea — 
Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th 
Wing commander, visited  
Gwangju Nov. 5 to inspect 
team Kadena’s progress during 
exercise Vigilant Ace 16.
 During his visit, Cornish 
spoke with the leadership of 
Republic of Korea Air Force’s 
Gwangju Air Base and pilots 
from the 67th Fighter Squad-
ron about mission capabilities, 

operations and eff ects of the 
exercise on the community.
 Cadre from the 18th Wing 
briefed the commander about 
the base standup and day to 
day operations from bare base 
facilities to a fully functioning 
operating point. Vigilant Ace is 
a regularly scheduled exercise 
meant to increase familiarity 
between the ROKAF and U.S. 
militaries. As the ‘Keystone’ of 
the Pacifi c, Kadena’s Airmen 
help ensure peace, security 
and stability in the Northeast 
Asia region.

with the common goal to com-
pete with their best eff orts and 
push themselves to new heights.
 “Th e oath states ‘let me win, 
but if I cannot win, let me be 
brave in the attempt’ that’s just 
inspiring to all of us,” said Cor-
nish. “It’s a very emotional day 
for everybody. When you see 
these people struggling and do-
ing their very best and you get to 
put a medal around their neck, 
it’s just a humbling experience.”
 Each competitor was paired 
with an athlete’s buddy for 
the day, a volunteer who was 
designated to watch over and 
cheer the player throughout the 

various sport activities.
 Other volunteers helped in 
a variety of duties including 
translation, score keeping, 
medal presentations, logistical 
and medical support, and food 
preparation and distribution.
 Athletes competed in a va-
riety of events throughout the 
day, to include track and fi eld, 
soccer, ground golf and tennis. 
Approximately 270 athletes and 
other special needs participants 
applied their creativity and dis-
played pieces of artwork in an 
art gallery held inside the Risner 
Fitness Center.
 As the base’s largest annual 

event comes to a close, plans 
for next year’s KSO are soon 
to begin. Volunteers, both U.S. 
and Okinawan, are already 
coordinating dozens of other 
events and gatherings to raise 
awareness for KSO 2016.
 “Th e greatest part about the 
Kadena Special Olympics is that 
it’s an expression of our Ameri-
can values and what we want the 
local people here to know about 
us,” said Cornish. “Th e athletes 
are going to get a lot out of it, 
but I think it’s the people who 
volunteer and the people who 
contribute who will get even 
more out of it.”

KSO  FROM PAGE 1

TSUNAMI  FROM PAGE 1

^Republic of Korea Air Force Brig. Gen. Junsik Kim, 1st Fighter Wing commander, greets  
Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th Wing commander, during his visit Nov. 5, at Gwangju Air Base. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)
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Thousands converge for KSO 2015
1. Hundreds of volunteers and spectators of the Kadena 

Special Olympics form a human pathway to greet and 
cheer on arriving athletes as they are shuttled to the Risner 
Fitness Center Sports Complex Nov. 7, at Kadena Air 
Base. Thousands of spectators from Japan and the U.S. 
came out to support approximately 880 athletes and artists 
participating in the 16th annual KSO games and art show.

2. Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th Wing commander, Lt. 
Gen. John Dolan, U.S. Forces Japan and 5th Air Force 
commander, and Masaru Machida, Okinawa Prefectural 
Government Executive Offi ce of the Governor director 
general, stand as the U.S. National Anthem is played during 
the KSO opening ceremony Nov. 7.

3. Kadena Special Olympic athlete Seijun Tamaki kicks a 
soccer ball during the soccer skills event at the KSO Nov. 7.

4. Col. Christopher Amrhein, 18th Wing vice commander, 
gives a medal to Mirai Tamanaha, a Kadena Special 
Olympics athlete, during the KSO Nov. 7.

5. Participants and volunteers of the KSO parade down the 
Risner Fitness Center fi eld during the event’s opening 
ceremony Nov. 7.

6. Yasuhisa Tomiyama, a Kadena Special Olympics athlete, 
lights the torch signaling the start of the games Nov. 7.

7. Chief Master Sgt. Charles Hoffman, 18th Wing command 
chief master sergeant, presents a medal to Yukitoshi 
Iriishigaki, a Kadena Special Olympics athlete, for winning 
fi rst place in the softball skills tournament during the KSO 
Nov. 7.

8. Airman 1st Class Anthony Sojka, 18th Component 
Maintenance Squadron aerospace propulsion apprentice, 
runs with Teisan Scarborough, a Kadena Special Olympics 
athlete, during the KSO Nov. 7.

9. Kadena Special Olympics athlete Manabu Chinen displays 
the re-lit torch during the closing ceremony of the KSO Nov. 7.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier) 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier) 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen) (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Nicholas Emerick)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier) 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Nicholas Emerick)
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)
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909th AMU members 909th AMU members 
replace KC-135R replace KC-135R 

Stratotanker engineStratotanker engine

(U.S. Air Force photos by Naoto Anazawa)

^Airmen from the 909th Aircraft Maintenance Unit install a generator for the F108 
engine, Nov. 4, at Kadena Air Base. The 909th AMU members replaced a KC-135R 
Stratotanker’s engine and inspected to ensure that it would be mission ready. 

^Senior Airman Ty Deprez, 909th Aircraft Maintenance Unit aerospace propulsion 
journeyman, tightens a screw on part of the F108 engine, Nov. 4, at Kadena Air Base. 
Members from the 909th AMU work three shifts of six people a day to replace an F108 
engine of a KC-135R Stratotanker.

Members from the 909th Aircraft Maintenance Unit 
replace an F108 engine of a KC-135R Stratotanker, 
Nov. 4, at Kadena Air Base. In order to deliver rapid 
and precise air capabilities Airmen from the 909th AMU 
work hard to ensure the KC-135R is mission ready. 

909th AMU members 
replace KC-135R 

Stratotanker engine
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By Clifford Tebbe
U.S. Air Force Academy Safety Offi ce 
11/4/2015 - U.S. AIR FORCE 
ACADEMY, Colo. — What 
could someone who has wres-
tled with risk management the 
better part of his adult life say 
about the value of zero? I’d say 
zero has enormous value and for 
that very reason, the Air Force is 
on a quest for zero - zero work-
place hazards, zero injuries and 
zero fatalities.
 Are zero safety mishaps 
achievable in the realm of 
safety? I won’t debate if they are 
or are not, but this must be our 
goal both here and throughout 
our Air Force. Anything less will 
lend credence to a system where 
injuries or even a single death 
are somehow acceptable.
 Quest for Zero or Q4Z is a 
paradigm shift  in Air Force safety 
information and awareness cam-
paign strategies. Th e program 
is based on the principle that a 
stronger, more powerful message 
concerning on-duty safety will 
carry outside the installation. 
Th e intent of Q4Z is for Airmen 
to recognize and safely manage 
the hazards they face every day 
at work and at home.
 Our “Q4Z” eff orts target the 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration’s Fatal Four, the 

four most-common causes of 
workplace injuries: electrical 
hazards, falling hazards, being 
struck by and caught between. 
Th e Fatal Four are comple-
mented with an additional 
safety topic every three months: 
distracted and impaired driving, 
personal protective equipment, 
back safety and fatigue.
 Are there tasks exposing 
you, your Airmen or cadets to 
electrical or fall hazards? Do 
you conduct operations that 
raise the risk of being stuck by 
something, such as a falling tool 
or vehicle traffi  c, or could you 
be caught between equipment 
and machinery? How will you 
protect yourself and your co-
workers?
 Finally, let’s discuss distracted 
driving. Distracted driving is 
quickly becoming one of the 
leading causes of motor vehicle 
crashes. By some estimates, it 
has surpassed impaired driving 
as a leading cause of fatal motor 
vehicle crashes.  It is also 100 
percent preventable. Th e next 
time you’re tempted to look at 
that incoming text, or type a 
short reply, decide that it can 
wait. Behind the wheel you have 
one task and one focus: driving.  
It’s all part of our collective 
Quest for Zero.

Does Zero 
have value?

Team Kadena runs 
for strength, unity

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Amber E. N. Jacobs)

^Army and Air Force members of Team Kadena display unit colors during an Army/Air Force 5K run Nov. 6, at Kadena Air Base. The run 
signifi ed strength and unity among Team Kadena’s joint services.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Amber E. N. Jacobs)

^Airmen run together to show support to their sister service 
during an Army/Air Force 5K run Nov. 6, at Kadena Air Base. The run 
was held as a means to strengthen the bond between sister services 
as members of Team Kadena. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt. Jason W. Edwards)

^U.S. Army Lt. Col. Scott Dellinger, 1st Battalion 1st Air Defense 
Artillery Regimen commander, addresses the crowd after an Army/
Air Force 5K run Nov. 6, at Kadena Air Base. The run was held to 
signify Team Kadena’s strength and interoperability among sister 
services.
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(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Benjamin Sutton)

 Senior Airman James 
Panyan, 18th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron 
mechanic, inspects the 
fuse box of a K-Loader 
during exercise Vigilant 
Ace 16 Nov. 4, at Gwangju 
Air Base, Republic of 
Korea. Vigilant Ace is 
a large-scale exercise 
designed to enhance the 
interoperability of U.S. 
and Republic of Korea Air 
Forces and supporting 
forces through combined 
and joint combat training.

^Airmen from the 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron of Kadena Air Base, test the 
extension of a K-Loader on the fl ight line during exercise Vigilant Ace 16 Nov. 4, at Gwangju 
Air Base, Republic of Korea. The K-Loader provides the capability to rapidly load and unload 
pallets from an aircraft allowing for the rapid stand up of a base from warm to ready status. 

^A member of the 18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron from Kadena Air Base, directs 
personnel from the 51st Medical Group participating in Vigilant Ace 16, to load a simulated 
casualty onto an HC-130 Combat King II cargo aircraft during an aeromedical evacuation 
Nov. 5, at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea. During the large-scale exercise, a majority of 
Airmen are working 12-hour shifts in order to meet mission requirements. 

^Members from the 51st Medical 
Group load a simulated casualty onto 
an HC-130 Combat King II cargo aircraft 
during an aeromedical evacuation, 
Nov. 5, at Osan Air Base.

  Air National Guard members from 
the 144th Airlift Squadron, Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, and 
active-duty members from the 18th AES, 
prepare for simulated evacuation victims 
during readiness exercise Vigilant Ace 
16 at Osan Air Base, Nov. 5.

18th Logistics Readiness 
Squadron keeps Gwangju 
assets war ready

51st MDG, 18th AES perform aeromedical 
evacuation during Vigilant Ace 16

^

^

 Capt. John Stacey, 36th Fighter 
Squadron fl ight surgeon, and Staff Sgt. 
Aldwin Gacote, 18th AES technician from 
Kadena Air Base, strap down a patient 
during a Vigilant Ace 16 aeromedical 
evacuation Nov. 5, at Osan Air Base. 

^

 Airmen assigned to the 18th AES, 
prepare to load simulated casualty 
victims during readiness exercise 
Vigilant Ace 16 at Osan Air Base, Nov. 5.

^
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By Rick Rzepka
U.S. Army Garrison – Okinawa Public Affairs
11/10/2015 - TORII STATION 
— Th e fi ve-man team of U.S. 
Army Special Forces support 
Soldiers entered the dimly lit 
room with caution and prepared 
for the worst. Th ree burly Green 
Berets, outfi tted in ink-black 
protective suits, stalked their 
nescient prey, giving pause to the 
support Soldiers whose task was 
to determine the threat and react 
accordingly. Like most forays into 
the unknown, things didn’t go as 
planned for the fi ve Soldiers, who 
were arbitrarily choked, beaten 
and shot with their own weapons 
by a numerically inferior force.   
 Aft er the dust settled, the 
Soldiers picked themselves and 
their M4 rifl es off  the mat and 
received a colorful critique of 
their performance. 
 “You’ve got to know when 
to use your weapon,” a Green 
Beret bellowed. “Your buddy’s 
over here getting choked out 

and you’re trying to pull me off  
of him,” he said as the fatigued 
Soldiers tried to absorb the 
knowledge that could mean 
the diff erence between life and 
death. “You guys forgot every-
thing you just learned.”
Th e Maxim
 Most special operations forc-
es require non-SOF assistance. 
Th is is a SOF truth that defi nes 
the Special Forces support Sol-
dier. From cooks to mechanics, 
supply to communications, the 
Green Berets rely on special-
ized troopers for support – in 
garrison, in the fi eld and most 
critically, in combat. But the 
legendary regiment isn’t looking 
for just any Soldier to lend a 
hand. Th e Green Berets demand 
excellence and the ability to 
operate with minimal guidance 
and supervision.  In short, they 
play by big-boy rules. 
 “Th e ideal support Soldier 
for [Special Forces] would have 
to be a fi re-and-forget Soldier,” 

said Sgt. 1st Class Gary Boyd. 
“Th ey should be reliable, de-
pendable and trustworthy with 
the understanding that they 
will be required and expected to 
accomplish all of their tasks with 
little to no supervision without 
fail. Th ey must be adaptable 
and versatile with the ability to 
problem solve any unforeseen 
circumstances or events. A 
[Special Forces] support Soldier 
must be resilient and ready to 
deploy at all times,” he said. 
 Not only should the Soldier 
be physically superior, but men-
tally tough and able to endure 
the stressors associated with be-
ing in a high operation’s tempo 
organization, said Boyd.
 Special Forces battalions 
include support companies 
composed of support Soldiers to 
include communications, me-
chanics, riggers, cooks, personnel 
services, chaplain, legal and oth-
ers. Before 9/11, the only organic 
direct support unit servicing 

Special Forces battalions was 
the Battalion Support Company. 
However with the addition of 
the Forward Support Company 
as a force multiplier, the battal-
ions can move faster, further and 
with more.  
 According to an article writ-
ten by Lt. Col. Joseph R. Kurz, 
Maj. Michael G. Mourouzis 
and Maj. Christopher S. Jones, 
Special Forces operators today 
avoid the lengthy, bureaucracy 
connected with the request for 
forces process to gain dedicated 
support, thanks to signifi cantly 
more enabling and sustaining 
power with organic support 
battalions and companies.
 According to Army Field 
Manual 3-05, “As long as ene-
mies and adversaries continue 
to employ conventional and 
nonconventional means against 
the United States and its allies, 
and terrorist networks continue 
their eff orts to strike the home-
land and interests abroad, Army 
Special Operations Forces will 
remain indispensable to the 
Nation’s defense.” Th is makes the 
enablers critical to the success of 
the operators and their mission. 
Th e Course
 Recently, 34 Soldiers from the 
1st Battalion, 1st Special Forces 
Group graduated from the battal-
ion’s Special Forces Basic Combat 
Course – Support; a rigorous, ex-
hausting inquisition designed to 
test physical and mental mettle. 
For 14 days the Soldiers grinded 
through land navigation, mari-
time operations, heavy weapons, 
Airborne operations, patrolling, 
combatives and more. 
 “Th is class is made up of the 
mechanics, cooks, ammo han-
dlers, supply clerks, truck driv-
ers, communications specialists, 
[chemical, biological, radiolog-
ical, nuclear] guys, intelligence 
analysts, and human resource 
personnel that comprise [Head-
quarters Support Company] and 
[Forward Support Company], 
said Company Commander 
Capt. “Bobby,” whose last name 
is being withheld for operations 
security. “Support is our middle 
name, and that is what we do,” 
he said.

 Like every Soldier in the 
Army, each morning for these 
fresh-faced enablers began 
with physical training at 4 a.m. 
under the glow of the Okinawan 
moon — each Soldier running 
on a marginal amount of sleep 
and grit to get through the day. 
 According to cadre, the intent 
is to provide Soldiers founda-
tional skills to integrate with and 
operate alongside Special Forces 
teams. In the “First in Asia” Bat-
talion, they are not only expected 
to be a masters of their specialties, 
but to also be a jack-of-all-trades 
and always ready for combat.
 “As high functioning and busy 
as the Green Beret community 
is, there are certain skills that 
get pushed to the wayside due to 
other missions,” said Sgt. Peter 
Folz, who earned the title of 
Distinguished Honor Graduate. 
“Our job as enablers is to fi ll these 
rolls as eff ectively and effi  ciently 
as possible to make sure our 
Green Berets only have to worry 
about their mission,” he said. 
 As the fi rst and possibly 
last Soldiers on the ground in 
Afghanistan and elsewhere, the 
Green Beret’s operational tempo 
doesn’t look to ebb anytime soon, 
making the role of the enabler 
and their ability to withstand 
the rigors of combat essential to 
success on the battlefi eld. 
 “I learned to fi nd the motiva-
tion to keep going to complete 
the task or mission despite the 
discomfort or pain, said Honor 
Graduate, Spc. James Dodge. 
“I found myself fi nding that 
motivation in the teammates to 
my left  and right, knowing that 
if they weren’t going to fail me I 
wasn’t going to fail them.”
 In the end, there was no spe-
cial recognition for the Soldiers 
who successfully passed, save 
the respect of their peers and the 
Soldiers they support, along with 
the knowledge and experience 
that are necessary for combat. 
 “Men, you have just completed 
a grueling course with no badge, 
no patch and no tab to show for … 
with only your [Special Forces 
Basic Combat Course – Support] 
stories to keep you warm at 
night,” said Capt. “Bobby.”

 (U.S. Army photo by Rick Rzepka)

 (U.S. Army photos by Rick Rzepka)

Col. Eiji Ishimaru, Commander, Logistics 
Group, Western Army, Japan Ground 
Self-Defense Force and his staff recently 
visited U.S. Army Garrison Okinawa to 
discuss the successful partnership in 
logistics between the two allied forces 
recently. The unfl inching partnership 
between the two forces continues to 
mature as both forces look to the future.

Most special operations forces require non-SOF assistance. Recently, 34 Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 1st Special Forces Group 
graduated from the battalion’s Special Forces Basic Combat Course – Support; a rigorous, exhausting inquisition designed to test 
physical and mental mettle.

From cooks to mechanics, supply to communications, 
the Green Berets rely on specialized troopers for 
support – in garrison, in the fi eld and most critically, in 
combat.
The Green Berets demand excellence and the ability to 
operate with minimal guidance and supervision. 

Special Forces enablers 
endure Combat Course

ICHI DAN
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Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services would like 
to remind everyone to program their cell 
phones with the emergency numbers. To 
report an emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 
098-934-5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 
911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-
1911, or from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

Family Housing closing
The Kadena Department of Defense 
Family Housing Offi ce, Camp Kinser 
Offi ce, Camp Courtney Offi ce, Furnishing 
Management Offi ce and FMO Self-Help will 
be closed Thursday, Nov. 26 in observance 
of Thanksgiving Day and Friday, Nov. 27 
for a PACAF Family Day. For emergency 
assistance, call 634-HOME (4663).

Upcoming Kadena Medical Clinic 
hours of operation & closures
With the exception of federal holidays and 
down days, the Kadena Medical Clinic hours 
of operation are Monday through Friday 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 a.m. 
to noon every third Thursday of the month. 
Patients may experience longer than normal 
call-wait times on the appointment line and 
a perceived decrease in access to care 
after closures and training due to increased 
appointment demand. Please be patient with 
the clinical staff as they work to fulfi ll your 
medical needs.
Upcoming closures and training days:
Nov. 19: training day (open 7:30 a.m. to noon)
Nov. 26: Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 27: PACAF down day
Dec. 17: training day (open 7:30 a.m. to 
noon)
Dec. 25: Christmas Day
Dec. 28: PACAF down day
For on-base emergencies after normal hours 
of operation, hang up and dial 911 or 098-
934-5911, or go to the U.S. Naval Hospital 
Emergency Room on Camp Foster. For 
non-emergency concerns that cannot wait 
until normal hours of operation, please call 
646-7484 or 098-971-7484.You may also send 
a secure message to your Health Care Team 
via MiCare at https://app.relayhealth.com. or 
exercise your options to self-book Primary 
Care appointments through TriCare Online at 
www.tricareonline.com. 

Kadena Base Post Office 
upcoming closures
Nov. 26: Thanksgiving Day / Nov. 27: 
PACAF down day / Dec. 25 - 27: closed / 
Dec. 28: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. / Jan. 1-3, 2016: 
closed. For more information, email Tech. 
Sgt. Ashunta Taylor at Ashunta.Taylor@
us.af.mil or call 634-2155. 

Protestant Youth of the Chapel 
Program 
The Protestant Youth of the Chapel 
Program is in the process of expanding its 
youth ministry and has plenty of programs 
from which to choose. Those who want 
to deepen their faith, build spiritual 
resiliency or simply have a safe haven to 
do homework and meet new friends are 
encouraged to check out the program. For 
more information, contact Steven Harvell 
at 070-1432-4132 or steven.harvell@
cadence.org or Sarah Kidd at 080-4191-
4186 or sarah.kidd@cadence.org. 

Chapel contract positions available
The Kadena Air Base Chapel is now 
accepting bids for one contract positions.
· Protestant Parish Coordinator
Obtain a copy of bid documents at Chapel 
Two, Bldg. 425 from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday excluding holidays 
and down days. For more information, 
contact Staff Sgt. Jennifer Deprinzio at 
634-1288.

Combined Federal Campaign Overseas 
Combined Federal Campaign Overseas 
is a base wide opportunity for military 
communities to give back to those less 
fortunate. Donations can be made in three 
different ways:
1. DFAS MyPay monthly allotment.
2. CFC-O giving available online at www.

cfcoverseas.org. 
3. Pledge Card-these are available from 

your unit representative.
This fundraising event runs through Nov. 
20 for all base-wide active duty service 
members and Department of Defense 
employees. For more information, contact 
Airman 1st Class Danielle Clemons at 630-
4851.

Shilling parking lot closure
The Shilling Community Center parking lot 
will be closed for Tinsel Town 2015 Dec. 1 at 
9 p.m., Dec. 2 at 7 p.m., Dec. 8 at 9 p.m. and 
Dec. 11 at 8 a.m. For more information, call 
Bilgen Olson at 634-0694

Cheer coaches needed
Eagle All Star Cheerleading is seeking 
experienced coaches. Active duty and 
civilian dependents are equally encouraged 
to apply.  For more information, call Caitlin 
Mansell at 090-6866-5105.

2nd round of influenza vaccinations 
The 18th Medical Group will be hosting a 2nd 
round of infl uenza vaccination lines Nov. 16-
19 from 7 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Keystone Theater. 
Active duty members will need to bring their 
Common Access Card and dependents must 
bring a photo ID and dependents 5-17 years 
of age must be accompanied by a parent. 
Due to billing issues, authorized civilians 
and contractors must receive their vaccines 
at the MDG. Active duty will have priority at 
the fl u shot line from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. For more 
information, contact Public Health at 630-
1998 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday- Friday

Pass and Registration Upcoming 
closures and training days
The Pass and Registration offi ce will be 
closed for training on the following days:
Nov. 19: Training day (open 7:30 a.m. to 
Noon)
Nov. 26: Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 27: PACAF down day
For more information, call Staff Sgt. 
Snodgrass at 634-3437

Okinawa Marathon registration
Registration application forms for the 2016 
Okinawa Marathon and 10K road race 
scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 21 2016, will be 
available at the Risner Fitness Center from 
Nov. 1 thru Dec. 11 for all interested SOFA 
status personnel.  Registration will close 
when the prescribed number of applicants 
is reached, and will be determined by 
Okinawa City offi cials. Participants must 
be age 16 or older.  Entry fees are in YEN 
ONLY and are NON-REFUNDABLE. Fees 
for the full marathon are 3,500 yen for ages 
16-18 or older than 65; and 4,500 yen for 

all others. Fees for the 10K race are 1,200 
yen for ages 16-18; and 2,700 yen for all 
others. For more information, please call 
the Risner at 634-5129.

UPCOMING EVENTS
CFC golf tournament
CFC will be hosting a golf tournament 
Nov. 18 at the Banyon Tree Golf Course. 
The format is a four man scramble with 
check in at 6:15 a.m. and tee time at 7 
a.m. Prices start at $40 for E1-4, $48 for 
E5-6 and $60 for E7 and up. Prices include 
lunch, cart, green fees and prize entry. For 
more information, call Tech. Sgt. Sapphire 
Jefferson at 634-4271 or Tech. Sgt. Javona 
Pearsall at 634-5258.

SAME Energy Education Workshop
The Society of American Military Engineers 
is hosting a free two day energy workshop 
Nov. 18 – 19 at the Kadena Offi cers’ Club 
ballroom.  This workshop will feature 
presentations by leading energy experts 
from the University of Hawaii, University 
of Ryukyus, University of Georgia, 
Department of Energy, and researchers 
from leading energy companies. 
Professional development credits will be 
provided for each one hour presentation. 
For more information, event schedule 
and details, contact Chad Beck at chad.
beck.1@us.af.mil or 632-4931.

5th annual SAME golf 
scholarship classic
The Society of American Military Engineers 

Continued on PAGE 11
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is hosting a golf tournament on Nov. 20 
from 7a.m. – 12p.m. at the Banyan Tree 
Golf Course. Prizes will be awarded and 
proceeds from this tournament support 
scholarships for local high school students 
to pursue degrees in science, technology, 
engineering and math. To sign up for this 
scrambles format tournament, assemble 
your four person team and contact Art 
Arao. For more information, contact Art 
Arao at arthur.arao@aec-japan.co.jp or at 
090-9784-7016.

Touchdowns After Turkey Day 
Flag Football tournament
The 18th Communications Squadron 
Morale Club will be hosting a fl ag football 
tournament at the soccer fi elds behind 
the Risner Gym and across from Outdoor 
Recreation. A three game round robin 
will seed teams for a single elimination 
tournament. Games begin at 10 a.m. on 
Nov. 27-28. For more information, contact 
Senior Airmen Jordan Taylor at jordan.
taylor.7@us.af.mil or 634-2666 option 2.

SAPR sponsored Zumba event
Kadena’s Sexual Assault Prevention & 
Response program is sponsoring a regularly 
scheduled Zumba class Nov. 21 at 1015 in 
the Risner Fitness Center’s main exercise 
room. Come show your support for SAPR 
awareness by wearing the color teal. This 
is a free event, and will be handing out free 
swag. For more information, email Tech. Sgt. 
Marissa Miller at marissa.miller@us.af.mil.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Post Office needs volunteers
The Kadena Base Post Offi ce needs 
volunteers for the upcoming holiday 
season. Volunteers must be 16 or older 
and are required to attend a mini postal 
training. Training will be conducted every 
Tuesday in November, starting at 8 a.m. To 
sign up, email Tech. Sgt. Ashunta Taylor at 
Ashunta.Taylor@us.af.mil or call 634-2155. 

Volunteers needed for the 
SAME energy workshop/golf 
tournament
At least 60 volunteers are needed to 

host the Society of American Military 
Engineers (SAME) energy workshop and 
golf tournament located at the Kadena 
Offi cers’ Club Nov. 18-20. Volunteers will be 
escorting workshop attendees, operating 
the reception desk and providing audio/
visual aid to the guest speakers over a one to 
two hour time span. Volunteers will also be 
authorized to attend any of the workshops 
throughout the three-day event regardless of 
their volunteered day and time. To volunteer, 
email Master Sgt. Steven Cordova at steven.
cordova@us.af.mil or call 632-7022.

Ryukyu Middle School volunteers 
needed for student health 
screening    
Volunteers are needed to assist with 
student health screenings, vision and 
hearing tests and to serve as hallway 
monitors Nov 17-18 7:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Volunteers will receive breakfast and lunch, 
certifi cate of appreciation, and should 
wear the uniform of the day. For more 
information, email Holly Gouldman, School 
Nurse at holly.gouldman@pac.dodea.edu.
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By Janis El Shabazz
Air Force Personnel Center Public Affairs
11/3/2015 - JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — Based on 
feedback from Airmen, the Transition 
Assistance Program is having a positive 
impact on preparing them for life outside 
of the military.
 More than 230,000 people have at-
tended transition workshops since 2012 
when the TAP program was redesigned 
to better prepare Airmen for separation 
or retirement.
 Th e program consists of a fi ve-day 
Transition GPS (Goals, Plans, Success) 
Workshop which includes completion of a 
career readiness checklist and Department 
of Labor and Department of Veterans Af-
fairs curricula. Optional higher education, 
entrepreneurial and vocational training 
tracks are also available to ensure Airmen 
have the training and skills needed to 
transition successfully into civilian life.
 “Transitioning into civilian life can 
be a challenging process,” said Brendon 
Lausch, AFPC Airman and Family Sup-
port Branch community readiness ana-
lyst. “But that doesn’t have to be the case. 
TAP has evolved since its inception in 
1991, and there are more tools than ever 
before to help Airmen achieve success in 
their civilian lives.”
 Jessica Woodruff , a retired Air Force 
health services management specialist, 
had heard many stories about service 
members who could not fi nd a job aft er 
retirement.  She admits to being very ap-
prehensive about re-entering the civilian 
job market. Participating in TAP helped 
relieve some of her apprehension.
 “I didn’t even know where to start 
looking for a job until I attended the TAP 
workshop,” said Woodruff . “Aft er the 
one-week course, I not only had a shiny 
new resume, but I also had an idea of 
what I was worth in the civilian market 
and the best market for my career.”
 Woodruff  settled in Alabama aft er 
retiring and within one month had a 
managerial position at a cancer center. 
She credits her success to the help and 
guidance she received from the TAP 
workshop and staff .
 Many Air Force skills are easily trans-
ferable to the civilian world, but the art 

of translating military language and skills 
into terms a civilian employer under-
stands can be challenging, said Lausch. 
Th at’s where the Military Occupational 
Code Crosswalk training comes in.  It’s 
a two- to three-hour module off ered 
during the fi ve-day TAP workshop that 
helps Airmen translate their skills, train-
ing and experience into corresponding 
civilian job descriptions.
 Nate Barnhart, a former aerospace 
ground equipment superintendent, 
learned how to take Air Force-unique 
acronyms and skill sets and target his 
resume to individual employers.
 “TAP provided the foundation to 
formulate my job search,” said Barnhart. 
“Th e insight from the human resources 
facilitators and information I received in 
training was invaluable. I sent out numer-
ous resumes, tailoring them for each job 
and in about a month I had two job off ers.”
 He is now manager of a multinational 
manufacturing plant.
 During employment training, facil-
itators conduct role-playing and mock 
interviews to prepare Airmen for the job 
hunt.
 “I found the mock interviews par-
ticularly helpful,” said Scott Sitterson, a 
recently retired logistics readiness offi  cer. 

“Even if a service member is unsure of 
their career path, there is still value in 
the exercise. I used the questions and in-
terview techniques for my fi rst interview 
and I got the job!”
 Sitterson is now a fi nancial adviser.
 Although useful for Airmen as they 
prepare to retire or separate, TAP is 
no longer an end-of-career activity. 
Th e earlier an Airman plans his or her 
transition, the easier it will be. To fully 
prepare for transition, Lausch advises 
Airmen to participate in TAP early and 
oft en throughout their career - or what 
the Department of Defense refers to as 
the TAP “military life cycle.” Airmen 
can participate in any module virtually 
any time in their military career. Th is 
introduces transition activities at the fi rst 
duty station and at various touch-points 
throughout an Airman’s career, such as 
promotion, relocation, marriage and 
family changes.
 In addition to the fi ve-day TAP work-
shop, there are three, two-day tracks, that 
transitioning personnel can participate 
in:
- Accessing Higher Education - geared 

toward individuals interested in 
pursuing education at an accredited 
academic institution;

- Career Technical track - for personnel 
interested in pursuing further 
technical training in careers requiring 
a licensure or certifi cation; and

- Entrepreneurship track - for those 
interested in pursuing self-employ-
ment in the private or nonprofi t sector.

 Th e fi ve-day day workshop culminates 
with the completion of the Capstone, 
DD Form 2958, which verifi es the mem-
ber’s career readiness standards. Th ese 
standards include having a 12-month 
post-separation budget plan, resume, etc.
 “Th e skills and information gained by 
attending TAP throughout a person’s ca-
reer will help ease the stress for departing 
Airmen, and will arm them with tangible 
tools to help them in the days ahead,” 
said Lausch. “Th ey selfl essly serve our 
nation and this is one way we can serve 
them in turn.”
 For more information about TAP or to 
sign up for a workshop, contact the local 
Airman and Family Readiness Center.
 For more information about Air Force 
personnel programs go to the myPers 
website. Individuals who do not have 
a myPers account can request one by 
following these instructions on the Air 
Force Retirees Services website.

Care in the air: 455th EAES get 
injured to higher-level treatment

TAP today for a prosperous tomorrow

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Tech. Sgt. Robert Cloys)

^Capt. Steven Woods, 455th Expeditionary Aeromedical 
Evacuation Squadron fl ight nurse, deployed from the 43rd AES 
at Pope Army Airfi eld, N.C., gathers his gear before loading on 
to a C-130 Hercules for a medevac mission at Bagram Air Field, 
Afghanistan, Nov. 6.

^First Lt. James Gillie, 746th Expeditionary Airlift Squadron 
fl ight navigator, deployed at Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar, monitors 
his equipment aboard a C-130 Hercules during an Aeromedical 
Evacuation fl ight from Bagram Air Field, Afghanistan, to Al Udeid. 
The fl ight was in support of the 455th Expeditionary Evacuation 
Squadron, out of Bagram, who are tasked with moving injured and 
sick patients to locations with higher levels of medical care.

^Maj. Jim Appel, 455th Expe-
ditionary Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron fl ight nurse and medical 
crew director, deployed from the 18th 
AES at Kadena Air Base, fi lls out 
paperwork during a medevac alert 
en route to Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar, 
from Bagram Air Field, Afghanistan, 
Nov. 6.

 Staff Sgt. Angelica Ramirez, 455th 
Expeditionary Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron 
medical technician, deployed from the 18th AES 
at Kadena Air Base, prepares a C-130 Hercules 
for litters during medevac mission at Bagram Air 
Field, Afghanistan, Nov. 6. The 455th EAES is 
tasked with moving injured and sick patients to 
locations with higher levels of medical care.

^


