
By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
1/6/2016 — Th e 18th Medical 
Group has implemented a new 
voicemail system for cancel-
ations to cut down on no-shows 
and wait times.
 Th e Kadena Medical Clinic 
has more than 17,000 patients 
enrolled and sees at least 150 
patients a day. Th e average wait 
time for a routine appointment 
or follow up is two weeks. 
  “We wanted to be more com-
pliant with the Air Force Medical 
Operations Agency,” said U.S. Air 
Force Tech. Sgt. Anglea Hansen, 
18th Medical Group family 
health administration NCO in 
charge. “Th e voice mailbox is 
available 24/7 so they can call and 

leave a message. It’s secured and 
private and a certifi ed clinic agent 
checks the voice mailbox every 
three hours starting at 7:30 a.m.”
 Th e new system gives patients 
another option to cancel ahead 
of time and cut down the time 
for other patients to be seen.
 “Before, the majority of pa-
tients had to call into the phone 
tree and then wait for someone to 
pick up to cancel an appointment 
and that was only available during 
the duty day,” Hansen said.
 “We understand that people 
have other obligations or duties 
that can pop up at the last sec-
ond,” said Capt. Shannon Nail, 
18th Medical Support Squadron 
group practice manager. “If 
something comes up really 
quickly the voicemail system is 

another line of communication 
to let us know.”
 According to Hansen the 
majority of calls for appoint-
ments or cancelations are at the 
beginning of the duty day.
 “If a patient had an appoint-
ment at 9 a.m. and called in to 
cancel through the phone tree, 
they could be waiting for an 
hour before anyone picks up,” 
Hansen explained. “It’s more 
convenient for everyone.”
 Even though the system is 
barely a month old results are 
already starting to show.
 “It’s been working well,” Han-
sen said. “We’ve been getting 
people to call in every day.”
 Th e earlier patients cancel ap-
pointments, the sooner another 
patient is able to be seen.
 To properly cancel an ap-
pointment call 630-4817 from 
a base phone or 098-960-4817 
from a cell phone. Provide rank 
if active duty, fi rst and last name, 
last 4 of the sponsor’s social se-
curity number, the patient’s date 
of birth, the clinic and the date 
and time of the appointment.
 Th e cancelation options 
are available for all clinics at 
the 18th MDG except for the 
Mental Health Clinic. Patients 
can still cancel online with 
their Tricare account at www.
tricareonline.com.

SEE  NCO PAGE 2

Maj. William Wright, 18th Dental Squadron clinical fl ight commander, refl ects on how 
he got to perform his dream job, Dec. 16, 2015, at Kadena Air Base. Wright decided 
to become a dentist while attending Kadena High School and began his career as an 
enlisted dental technician in the U.S. Air Force.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)
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Full Circle

Kadena Clinic cuts wait times with voicemail

By 1st Lt. Heather Houseal
18th Wing Judge Advocate
12/17/2015 — Can a parent 
abduct their own child? Sim-
ply put, yes! Th e Hague Con-
vention on the Civil Aspects of 
International Child Abduction 
regulates cases where one par-
ent takes his or her child from 
the state (country) of habitual 
residence to another country. 
Th erefore, taking a child out of 
the country is not a means to 
secure a parent’s custody rights 
and could be deemed abduction.
 Th e treaty applies to any 
country that has signed and 
recognized it, and it applies to 
the United States and Japan. 
So, how does it work? If a par-
ent takes a child from his or 
her state of habitual residence 
to another country without the 
consent of the other parent, that 
parent has committed child ab-

duction. Th e treaty only applies 
to children under 16 years. Th e 
state of habitual residence refers 
to the country where the child 
has been living. If the child is 
living in Japan and is taken to 
the U.S. without both parents’ 
agreement, then abduction has 
occurred. Th e parent who did 
not consent has been deprived 
of their right to custody and 
to parent his or her child. Th is 
parent can contact local police 
to report an abduction and at-
tempt to put a hold on the child’s 
passport so they are fl agged at 
country exit or entry points. Th e 
local police will notify their bor-
der control and customs agen-
cies to be on watch for the child 
and taking parent. If the child 
has already left  the country, the 
Japanese government will con-
tact the Department of State to 
determine the child’s where-

abouts and to request the child’s 
return to Japan. If the child has 
lived with the taking parent for 
at least one year, the taking par-
ent can demonstrate the child is 
settled in the new environment 
and the judicial authorities may 
not require the child return.
 Child abduction can have 
serious criminal punishments 
and will ultimately impact a 
parent’s custody rights. Before 
you consider taking your child 
overseas make sure both par-
ents consent to avoid any nega-
tive consequences. What might 
seem like an easy way to obtain 
a better custody position could 
result in opposite consequenc-
es. Th is article is informational 
and not intended to be legal 
advice. For more information, 
visit travel.state.gov and click 
“Child Abduction.” For person-
alized legal assistance, visit the 
Kadena Legal Offi  ce on Mon-
days, Wednesdays, or Th urs-
days 9 -10 a.m. for a walk-in 
appointment with an attorney.

International parental child abduction
– What you need to know

By Airman 1st Class
Corey M. Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
12/29/2015 — Th e Rocker 
NCO Club is closing its doors 
for good aft er ushering in the 
new year.
 Th e club has become a sta-
ple of Kadena since it was built 
here in 1958.
 Since then, the building has 
undergone numerous renova-
tions, but now it’s time for a 
brand new building. Th erefore, 
the new year will usher in a 
new era as the Rocker closes its 
doors to make way for a new 
$47 million club complex.
 “Th e last day of operation 

here at the NCO Club will be 
Dec. 31, our New Year’s Eve 
Party,” said Aaron Feinberg, 
Rocker NCO Club manager. 
“We are going out with a bang. 
We’re saying hello to the New 
Year and farewell to the facility.”
 Th e construction is sched-
uled to take approximately 18 
to 24 months to complete and 
will be in the same footprint of 
the existing club.
 During the next two years of 
construction, the services at the 
Rocker will be temporarily re-
located to other club facilities.
 One major part of the 
bridge plan is the Skoshi 
Rocker. Located at Bldg. 103 

Rocker NCO Club 
closes after 57 years

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis) 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

^Capt. Joshua Caragan, 18th Wing equal opportunity offi cer, gets coffee from Koji 
Kamekawa, Daily Grind Coffee Shop cashier, in the Rocker NCO Club, Dec. 30, 2015, at 
Kadena Air Base. The Rocker NCO Club is closing its doors to make way for a brand new 
facility coming in 2017. 

Daena Koreen, 18th 
Medical Group family health 
contractor, schedules an 
appointment for a patient 
Jan. 7, at Kadena Air Base. 
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between Chili’s and the Emery Lanes 
Bowling Center, the Skoshi Rocker is an 
adult only club that features bingo, slot 
machines and a beverage and snack bar.
 Th e rest of the operations at the Rock-
er, such as T-Bones Dining Room, Daily 
Grind Coff ee Shop and the Weekend En-
listed Club Lounge, will be transferred to 
the Banyan Tree Club. Th e Enlisted Club 
Barbershop and all catering operations 
will continue at the Kadena Offi  cer’s 
Club.
 Th e Rocker NCO Club is a popular 
spot on Kadena, used for an assortment 
of events from the Air Force Ball to late-
night parties.
 “Our Daily count ranges anywhere 
from 200-500 people on average per day, 
between all of our activities at the Rocker 
currently,” said Feinberg. “All of the ac-
tivities in here defi nitely generated high 
traffi  c daily, as well as the big, special 
parties that we host.”
 Th e Rocker NCO Club has a rich 
tradition and history. Th ree of the rooms 
are dedicated to past employees - the 
Shiraho Room, the Kuba Room, and the 
Morrell Room.
 Mitsy Higa, the dining room super-
visor at the Rocker NCO Club, has been 
working there since 1983. She knew 
and worked with all of the men that the 
rooms were named aft er.
 Th e Shiraho Room is dedicated to 
Eddie Shiraho, a local national who 
worked at the Rocker NCO Club his 
entire career. He started working at the 

age of 18, starting as a bus boy. Over the 
many years of his career, he worked his 
way up to club manager. 
 “Eddie Shiraho was a legend in the 
club business,” Higa said. “He was one of 
the fi rst local national club managers in 
the Air Force.”
 Another room is the Kuba Room, 
named aft er a local national butcher who 
worked at the Rocker NCO Club his en-
tire career and passed away the day aft er 
he retired.
 Higa said the area that is now the Shi-
raho and the Kuba room was once fi lled 
with a large garden, but it was turned 
into a room called the Gold Room. Aft er 
Shiraho and Kuba left , the room was split 
into two and each half was dedicated 
respectively to the two men.
 Th e third room, the Morrell Room, 
was dedicated to J.C. Morrell, a duty 
manager who passed away while still 
employed. Higa said she really liked 
Morrell, as she worked with him a lot 
over the years. Th e room that is now the 
Morrell Room used to be a kitchen. Th e 
kitchen was then moved and the room 
was dedicated to Morrell for his decades 
of service to the club.
 Higa said she is sad to see the old 
building go, as she has many great mem-
ories from her 32 years of working there, 
but it will be nice to have a nice new 
facility.
 Once the facility is complete, there 
will be a new assortment of rooms to be 
dedicated to hard-working professionals.
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THROUGH AIRMEN’S EYES FROM  PAGE 1
By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
12/23/2015 — Twenty years 
ago, Okinawa was a much 
diff erent place than it is today. 
Th e Kadena Clinic didn’t exist 
and the expressway was just 
a concept. Th e 18th Medical 
Group was located where the 
18th Security Forces Squadron 
building stands today and Maj. 
(Dr.) William Wright was a 
student at Kadena High School.
 Wright, now the 18th Dental 
Squadron clinical fl ight com-
mander and married father of 
fi ve, refl ects on how he got to 
perform his dream job today.
 As an 11th grader at KHS, 
Wright was certain about two 
things. One, he wanted to work 
in the medical fi eld. Two, he 
didn’t like math. As a result, he 
researched careers in the medi-

cal fi eld to see which one would 
suit him best.
 “To be honest, what made 
me decide to be a dentist is what 
medical fi eld needed the least 
amount of math,” Wright joked. 
“As I looked, optometry needed 
an ungodly amount of math and 
I was like ‘nope.’”
 While Wright said he was 
good at math, but not a fan, he 
would not let it stop him from 
making his way into the medical 
fi eld.
 “Dental only required physics 
and college algebra and I was 
like ‘I’m good with that’,” said 
Wright. “So I decided that in the 
11th grade. I knew the only way 
to be able to accomplish that was 
to be accepted into the military 
and then hopefully fi nd some-
thing to carry my dream over.”
 Aft er graduating high school 
18 years ago, and at the age of 19, 

Wright enlisted into the United 
States Air Force as a dental 
technician and still pursued his 
dream of becoming a dentist. 
To accomplish that he needed 
to further his education, so he 
began to take night classes.
 Days would start early in the 
morning and would end late at 
night. He took two classes a se-
mester for six-and-a-half years 
to inch toward his goal.
 “It was tough,” Wright said. 
“4:30 or 5 p.m. was when class 
started and I didn’t get home 
until 10 or 10:30 p.m.”
 Fortunately, at the time, 
tuition assistance was much 
greater and Wright was able to 
go to school without touching 
his Montgomery G.I. Bill.
 Aft er fi nishing school and 
his enlistment Wright separated 
from the Air Force.
 “I got a DD214 separation,” 

Wright explained. “Two min-
utes later I commissioned as a 
second lieutenant in the inactive 
reserves and was in the inactive 
reserves for four years while I 
was in dental school.”
 For 45 days out of the year he 
was on active duty status but his 
mission then was to go to school 
and study.
 Th e years of hard work and 
commitment fi nally payed off . 
Wright left  dental school as a 
doctor and reached the rank of 
captain and continued his active 
duty service at Warner Robins 
AB, Georgia, and Kunsan AB, 
Korea. On his next assignment, 
Wright ended up right back 
where he started - here on 
Kadena.
 Th e military in general looks 
for leaders to have a broad per-
spective. Having a prior enlisted 
experience has helped Wright 

lead in his unit today.
 “If anything, it gives me a 
good comprehension of the 
whole picture and how things 
work,” Wright said. “I don’t have 
to get in the weeds, but I can, 
which makes me recourse as 
well for people to come and ask 
for guidance.”
 As a dentist and commander 
in the Air Force, Wright’s job is to 
take care of his patients and pro-
vide professional care to military 
personnel and their dependents.
 “I wanted to do something 
in the medical fi eld because I 
wanted to help people,” Wright 
said. “While I was enlisted I was 
able to do it that way, but I saw 
that I wanted to contribute more 
or have more control over the 
treatment that I rendered. As a 
dentist I have that autonomy to 
render that care and treatment 
to patients; it’s very fulfi lling.”

   The Rocker NCO Club was 
originally built on Kadena Air Base, 
in 1958 and will now be closing its 
doors to make way for a brand new 
facility. The new $47 million facility 
will take approximately 18 to 24 
months to complete.

^Senior Airmen Drew 
Kennett, Jacob Montiel and 
Ian Swartzwelder, 18th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron weapons 
load crew members, celebrate the 
new year at the Rocker NCO Club 
Dec. 31, 2015, at Kadena Air Base. 
The New Year’s Eve party was the 
fi nal event held at the Rocker NCO 
Club before it closed its doors to 
make way for a brand new facility. 

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis) 

^
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By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
12/22/2015 — Th ousands of 
miles away from friends, family 
and home, Air National Guards-
men from the 138th Fighter 
Wing practice building live 
bombs in the munitions storage 
area of Kadena Air Base.
 “We’re here to build bombs as 
part of a Th eater Security Package 
on Kadena Air Base,” said Tech. 
Sgt. Randy Mortan, 138th Fight-
er Wing NCOIC of conventional 
maintenance. “We do train back 
home but not on any live bombs 
since we’re right next to the Tulsa 
international airport.”
 Th e 138th Fighter Wing from 
Tulsa, OK supports U.S. Pacifi c 
Command’s Th eater Security 
Packages as a deterrent against 
threats to regional security and 
stability in the Indo-Asia-Pacif-
ic Region.
 Mortan said, as ammo troops 
the objective is to support the 
mission of the pilots. Th e bombs 
built are transported to the fl ight 
line, loaded onto F-16 Fighting 
Falcons and then dropped by 
the pilots during their training.
 Building air-to-ground bombs 
is something the 138th Fight-
er Wing’s ammo troops take 
pride in.

 “Th is is something our guys 
are used to,” said Master Sgt. Jim 
Richards, 138th Fighter Wing 
maintenance superintendent.  
“Th is is primarily our forte.”
 Th e 138th Fighter Wing 
operates out of the Tulsa Inter-
national Air Port.
 “Our unit is primarily an air-
to-ground unit so they like to 
drop a lot of bombs,” Richards 
said. “But we don’t get to build 
a lot of live bombs because 
geographically where we are at.”
 While here, the 138th ammo 
troops were able to pass on some 
of their knowledge and expe-
rience of air-to-ground bomb 
building to members of the 18th 
Munitions Squadron who may 
have never worked on building 
air-to-ground munitions.
 “Th e mission of the 18th 
Wing fi ghters is primarily air-
to-air combat,” Mortan said. “So 
the ammo troops here primarily 
build and work on air-to-air 
munitions.”
 “Th is was my fi rst time work-
ing with the Air National Guard 
at Kadena,” said Senior Airman 
Audrie Mackenzie, 18th MUNS 
munitions inspector. “It was ex-
citing for me to get to work with 
these Airmen since we do not 
build air to ground munitions 
on Kadena.”

 Mackenzie said building 
bombs alongside Guardsmen 
was like clockwork.
 “You get into a rhythm,” 
Mackenzie said. “You see how 
all the parts come together and 
you all get to see the fi nished 
project of a collective eff ort. 

If you want to see teamwork, 
you watch a bomb build.  Even 
though I had never worked 
with any of them before, it had 
a fl ow just like any other build 
I’ve been a part of.”
 In turn, the 138th Fighter 
Wing’s ammo troops also gained 

from working alongside active 
duty counterparts.
 “We’ve learned a lot of the 
‘Kadena-isms’ that come with 
operating here on Okinawa,” 
Mortan said. “I’ve picked up on 
the little things that can make 
the job profi cient and easier.”

Oklahoma National Guard practices 
bomb builds with 18th MUNS

^Tech. Sgt. Randy Mortan, 138th Fighter Wing NCO in charge of conventional maintenance, and Master Sgt. Jim Richards, 138th Fighter Wing 
maintenance superintendent unwrap live bombs made during a bomb build, Dec. 18, 2015, at Kadena Air Base. The 138th Fighter Wing belongs to 
the Oklahoma Air National Guard and is deployed to Kadena as part of the U.S. Pacifi c Command’s Theater Security Package.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)



J A N U A R Y  8 ,  2 0 1 64 S A M U R A I  G A T E

By Airman 1st Class
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
12/22/2015 — What does it mean to be a 
good neighbor? Care about those around 
you? Be available to help whenever need-
ed? How about saving someone’s life?
 On Oct. 3, 2015, three Airmen from 
the 18th Communications Squadron 
assisted in saving the life of a Chinese 
tourist while on Zamami Island.
 Th e Airmen were able to use Self-Aid 
Buddy Care techniques that they learned 
in the Air Force to keep the woman 
stable until medical assistance could be 
provided.
 Airman 1st Class Katheryn Pae, Air-
man James Tufarelli, and Airman 1st Class 
Daniel Olszewski, 18th Communications 
Squadron cyber transport technicians, 
were beginning their vacation on Zamami 
Island. Th e day began quite beautifully; it 
was a cool, sunny day, but little did they 
know that it would take a dark turn. As 
they were beginning to unpack their sup-
plies, they heard a loud crash.
 A Chinese tourist visiting the island 
was riding her bicycle and had to swerve 
to avoid colliding with a vehicle. She fell 
off  the bicycle and sustained injuries to 
one side of her body and her head.
 Th e woman had a companion with 
her, who provided the initial assistance 
until Kadena’s Airmen could help. Pae 
communicated with the woman as 
Tufarelli supported the woman, pre-
venting additional injuries and assisting 
with road burn. Olszewski searched for 
a method of transportation to get the 
woman to a medical clinic on the island.
 Pae, Tufarelli and Olszewski kept the 
tourist under their care until she was able 

to receive medical assistance from the 
clinic.
 Pae commented that some people 
would just walk by the scene and not 
provide assistance to the woman.

 “Th at’s when we walked in and we were 
just like: ‘Alright, SABC, we got this!’” said 
Pae. “We just felt like she needed help. 
Although there was a language barrier, it 
was kind of diffi  cult, but the other biker 

kind-of spoke English and had Google 
translate on her phone, so we just kind-of 
communicated that way.”
 Both Pae and Tufarelli said they felt 
adrenaline as they rushed to help the 
woman. Th ey also had to recall their 
SABC training.
 “Th ere is a point where you feel like: 
‘Oh my goodness! I wish I would’ve ex-
perienced this part of my training more.’” 
said Tufarelli. “But then, there is a part of 
me that’s like: ‘Th is is exactly what they 
were telling me about; I fully understand 
what the training was, and without it, I 
would’ve had no guidance on what to do.’”
 Pae, Tufarelli and Olszewski were so 
helpful to the woman that she asked if 
they could come with her to the medical 
clinic. Olszewski was able to fi nd a mo-
ped and he and Pae went to the clinic. 
Pae was able to use her knowledge of 
Korean and communicate with the doc-
tor (who knew some Korean language) at 
the clinic. 
 In spite of the language barrier, these 
Airmen were able to help a Chinese 
woman and were thanked multiple times 
for it. She even off ered to prepare a meal 
for them because of the assistance they 
provided her. 
 “It feels awesome,” said Pae. “It feels 
pretty good just knowing: ‘Hey, I made a 
diff erence.’”

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

Kadena Airmen save tourist’s life
   Airman 1st Class Katheryn Pae and Airman James 
Tufarelli are 18th Communications Squadron cyber 
transport technicians. These Airmen, along with Airman 
1st Class Daniel Olszewski, 18th Communications 
Squadron cyber transport technician, helped save the 
life of a Chinese tourist while they were vacationing 
on Zamami Island in October. They were able to apply 
Self-Aid and Buddy Care techniques they had learned 
through Air Force training.

^
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By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
12/22/2015 — Angels riding in 
government vehicles and mini-
vans delivered joy and presents 
to a local orphanage and school 
Dec. 16 and 17 in Okinawa.
 A time-honored tradition at 
Kadena Air Base, the Angel Tree 
program provides people with 
the opportunity to pass along 
the holiday spirit to others. Th e 
18th Wing Chapel manages the 
program and this year the event 
was coordinated by the Catholic 
Women of the Chapel.
 “Th e angel tree was started 
by the Kadena Catholic com-
munity,” said Chaplain (Capt.) 
Emmanuel Okwaraocha. “It’s 
been around for years and be-
come a tradition. It’s a very nice 
program that starts three to four 
weeks before Christmas.”
 From mid-November to 
mid-December two large trees 
are placed within the church 
with tags shaped like angels. 
Tags hang on the trees with the 
genders and ages of the school 
children who the gift s are for.
 Typically, 150 to 300 children 
have angels on the tree and the 
amount spent per gift  averages 
from $20 to $30. Th is year, there 
were 450 angels on the tree and 
within two weeks all of the angels 
were gone. People on and around 
Kadena Air Base raised more 
than $15,000 worth of presents.
 “Th is year we delivered to two 
institutions,” Okwaraocha said. 
“Kakazu Junior-High School, 
an orphanage near Naha, and 
Misaki Special Needs School in 
Misato here on Okinawa.”
 During the delivery of gift s to 
the Misaki Special Needs School, 
chapel volunteers hand carried 
three vanloads worth of gift s into 
the school and one volunteer 
dressed as Santa Clause greeted 
children in their classrooms.
 “It was really nice to have 
you all and a ‘real Santa’ at our 
school,” said Naoya Toguchi, 
Misaki Special Needs School 
vice principal. “As you saw, all of 
the children’s faces showed how 
thankful they were. One of the 
teachers said he’s never seen his 
students this excited before and 

they really enjoyed it.”
 Danielle Santos, 18th Wing 
Chapel pastoral coordinator, 
said the Angel Tree program is 
not only for the religious.
 “Whether you are a non-
believer, Protestant, Baptist 
or Gospel, you can pick up a 
tag and donate,” Santos said. 
“Giving back is what it’s really 
about. It’s very exciting to see 
people that really want to help 

and share what they have.”
 Not only is the Angel Tree 
program a great way to spread 
holiday cheer, but it is also 
meant to strengthen positive 
relations with the community 
that hosts the American forces.
 “We are committed to peace 
in the Pacifi c” Okwaraocha said. 
“It is important to let them know, 
we love them, care for them and 
that we are here for peace.”

Chapel delivers Angel Tree
Donations to Okinawan Schools

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

^Tech. Sgt. Kent Santos, 18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron medical technician, delivers 
a cart full of donated gifts to Misaka Special Needs School, Dec. 17, 2015, at Okinawa City. 

   Staff Sgt. 
Kevin Vogt, 18th 
Maintenance 
Group quality 
assurance 
inspector, greets 
the children of 
Misaki Special 
Needs School 
dressed as 
Santa Claus, 
Dec. 17, 2015, 
at Okinawa City. 
Volunteers from 
the 18th Wing 
delivered more 
than $15,000 
gifts donated to 
the Angel Tree 
program. 

Staff Sgt. Joshua Cartwright, 18th Communications Squadron cable and antenna 
systems supervisor, was selected to receive a promotion under the Stripes for 
Exceptional Performers program, Dec. 21, 2015, at Kadena Air Base. Cartwright’s 
leadership nominated him to receive the surprise promotion for his exceptional 
performance and achievements in his work environment.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

Kadena Airman gets 
STEP promoted

Senior Airman Niccole Jacobs, 18th Communications Squadron postal clerk, and 
Airman 1st Class Matthew Penrose, 18th Communications Squadron postal clerk, 
sort packages in the post offi ce, Dec. 30, 2015, at Kadena Air Base. Postal employees 
are working 12 hour shifts during the holiday season sorting mail, loading and 
unloading trucks and giving parcels to customers.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Zackary A. Henry)

Post office powers 
through holiday surge

^
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By Senior Airman
Brittany A. Chase
35th Fighter Wing Public Affairs
12/23/2015 - MISAWA AIR BASE, 
Japan — Aircraft  and personnel from 
Kadena Air Base, Misawa Air Base and 
the Japan Air Self-Defense Force partic-
ipated in Aviation Training Relocation 
Dec. 1-18 here.
 Th e exercise gave all aircrew members 
involved the opportunity to demonstrate 
interoperability between the Air Force 
and the JASDF, fulfi ll training require-
ments, practice close air support and 
perform basic fi ghter maneuvers along 
with counter-air and air-to-air training 
scenarios.
 Th e end goal was simple; all units in-
volved hoped to create a more integrated 
and profi cient bilateral forces.
 “We don’t get many opportunities 
down in Kadena to fl y with the JASDF 
F-2s,” said Capt. Brian Anderson, the 
67th Fighter Squadron weapons fl ight 
commander. “Th e JASDF’s mission set, 
diff erent platforms and skills help to 
improve our training, as well as theirs; 
building international interoperability.”
 Between the three forces, roughly 800 
sorties were fl own and approximately 
250 air refueling Ready Aircrew Program 
sorties were accomplished providing Mi-
sawa’s 13th and 14th Fighter Squadrons 
with valuable training needed to fulfi ll 
monthly and annual requirements.
 “Th e 18th (Operations Support 
Squadron), (909th Air Refueling Squad-
ron) is our main source for air refueling,” 
said Staff  Sgt. Bennita Edwards, the 
35th OSS host aviation resource NCO 
in charge. “Th is is important to the 
fi ghter squadrons and their pilot training 

because with each tanker sortie, the 
pilot attains an additional Ready Aircrew 
Program sortie. Depending on the pilot’s 
level of expertise, he or she is required 
to reach a specifi c level of RAP sorties 
each month/fi scal year to be considered 
‘combat mission ready.’”
 Th e wide array of aircraft  made the 
exercise equally benefi cial to experienced 
and newer aircrew.
 “Th e cornerstone of this ATR for us is 
being able to participate in the Misawa 
(large force exercises) that have been 
scheduled,” Anderson said. “Th ese large 
scale LFEs continue to help strengthen 

bonds between Kadena, Misawa, JASDF 
and the Navy up here, as well as give us 
the opportunity to fl y with aircraft  we 
don’t normally get to fl y with.”
 Th e exercise has proved to be trying, 
but ultimately helped communication 
barriers between both the JASDF and 
Kadena pilots.
 “Th e language barrier will always be 
diffi  cult, however, it’s just something 
we’ve learned to work through,” Ander-
son said. “During mission planning it’s 
taken a little bit of give and take to fi gure 
out what they mean and what that means 
to us so we can effi  ciently and eff ectively 

accomplish the mission.”
 While the training has been deemed 
exceptional by all involved, it was also 
an opportunity to continue to build 
relationships between U.S. and Japanese 
allied force.
 “Overall the ATR has been a great 
occasion for all parties,” Anderson said. 
“We don’t get many opportunities to fl y 
with the F-16 (Fighting Falcons) and F-2s 
and the JASDF members don’t have many 
chances to fl y with F-15’s. So this exercise 
has given everyone mission critical train-
ing that could help if we had to employ 
what we learned in a real-life scenario.” 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Jordyn Fetter)

Misawa, Kadena Airmen strengthen bilateral ties
Capt. Brian Anderson, a 67th Fighter Squadron pilot, prepares for a fl ight 
at Misawa Air Base, Dec. 15, 2015. Pilots demonstrated interoperability 
during this Aviation Training Relocation by conducting fi ghter aircraft 
combat training with their Japan Air Self-Defense Force counterparts.
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

John L. Levitow Honor Graduate Award:
Tech. Sgt. Joseph Beckham, 730th Air Mobility Squadron, Yokota Air 
Base, Japan

Commandant Award:
Petty Offi cer 1st Class Roberto Chavez, Command Fleet Activities 
Okinawa, Kadena AB

Academic Achievement Award:
Tech. Sgt. Robin Williams, Headquarters United States Forces 
Japan, Yokota AB,

Distinguished Graduates:
Tech. Sgt. Stephen Ceo, 374th Security Forces Squadron, Yokota 
AB
Tech. Sgt. Billy Doncer, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Hugh Robinson, 36th Contingency Response Squadron, 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. James Spence, Detachment 1, 36th Mission Support 
Group, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Robin Williams, Headquarters United States Forces 
Japan, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Raymond Worley, 554th Red Horse Squadron, Andersen 
AFB

Graduates:
Tech. Sgt. Mark Baker, 374th Communications Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Bradley Barnes, 35th Maintenance Squadron, Misawa 
AB, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Thomas Barry, 35th Maintenance Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Joseph Beckham, 730th Air Mobility Squadron, Yokota 
AB
Tech. Sgt. Jeron Branch, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Koeal Braxton, 18th Security Forces Squadron, Kadena 
AB
Tech. Sgt. Steven Brooks, 18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Stephanie Canfi eld, 18th Force Support Squadron, 
Kadena AB

Tech. Sgt. Christopher Carpenter, 18th Equipment Maintenance 
Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Stephen Ceo, 374th Security Forces Squadron, Yokota AB
Petty Offi cer 1st Class Roberto Chavez, Command Fleet Activities 
Okinawa, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Tracy Delton, 35th Civil Engineer Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Billy Doncer, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Olandre Edwards, 644th Combat Communications 
Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. James Frith, Detachment 1, 554th Red Horse Squadron, 
Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. James Gipson, 35th Force Support Squadron, Misawa 
AB
Petty Offi cer 1st Class Guadalupe Gonzalez, Command Fleet 
Activities Okinawa, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Shandy Gonzalez, 477th Force Support Squadron, 
Elmendorf AFB
Tech. Sgt. Justin Graves, 35th Communications Squadron, Misawa 
AB
Tech. Sgt. Trent Harland, 18th Communications Squadron, Kadena 
AB
Tech. Sgt. Cesar Hernandez, 35th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 
Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Brandon Howe, 353rd Special Operations Maintenance 
Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Robert Hunter, 18th Contracting Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Brian Hurley, 477th Force Support Squadron, Elmendorf 
AFB
Tech. Sgt. Jamie Johnson, 353rd Special Operations Maintenance 
Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Shawn Joseph, 35th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 
Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Bryan Ki, 353rd Special Operations Support Squadron, 
Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Joseph Leblanc, 18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 
Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Luke Long, 18th Communications Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Crystal Maldonado, 36th Wing, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Carrie Martin, 36th Wing, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Lawrence Martinez, 320th Special Tactics Squadron, 
Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Vincent Masters, Defense Media Activity, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Lasederick McDougle, 35th Security Forces Squadron, 
Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Ramon Mestas, 734th Air Mobility Squadron, Andersen 
AFB
Tech. Sgt. Eric Morris, 36th Mobility Response Squadron, Andersen 
AFB

Tech. Sgt. Hoang Nguyen, 35th Communications Squadron, Misawa 
AB
Petty Offi cer 1st Class Patrick Oonyu, U.S. Navy Hospital 
Okinawa, Camp Foster
Tech. Sgt. Joel Pfaff, 353rd Special Operations Support Squadron, 
Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Fitzgerald Phillip, 374th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 
Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Edward Post, 35th Dental Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Patrick Riele, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Hugh Robinson, 36th Contingency Response Squadron, 
Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Kevin Roth, 18th Maintenance Group, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Thomas Salyers, Air Force Band Pacifi c, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey Sanders, 730th Air Mobility Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Michael Sears, 5th Air Force, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. James Smith, 18th Maintenance Group, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Michael Smith, 31st Rescue Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. James Spence, Detachment 1, 36th Mission Support 
Group, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Larra Stewart, Air Force Legal Operations Agency, 
Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Justin Suan, 730th Air Mobility Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Karl Teichmann, 18th Communications Squadron, 
Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Jason Tettmar, 734th Air Mobility Squadron, Andersen 
AFB
Tech. Sgt. Marvin Teyes, 18th Communications Squadron, Kadena 
AB
Tech. Sgt. Brandon Trollmann, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron, Kadena 
AB
Tech. Sgt. Kandra Truesdale, 36th Force Support Squadron, 
Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Pha Vang, 36th Civil Engineer Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. John Walker, Detachment 1, 18th Force Support 
Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Jamie Williams, 36th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 
Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Wesley Williamson, 374th Communications Squadron, 
Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Raymond Worley, 554th Red Horse Squadron, Andersen 
AFB
Tech. Sgt. Tori Wynn, Armed Forces Network Yokota, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Toshiaki Yamazaki, 35th Communications Squadron, 
Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Sicily Yazzie, 353rd Special Operations Support 
Squadron, Kadena AB

NCO Academy Class 16-1 graduates
By Naoto Anazawa
18th Wing Public Affairs
12/20/2015 — NCO Academy Class 15-6 graduated 
from the Erwin Professional Military Education Center 
Dec. 18, 2015. Sixty-six students successfully completed 
the 28 day training course, which prepared them for ad-
vance leadership positions and responsibilities.
 Congratulations to the following graduates of NCO 
Academy Class 16-1:

By Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
12/20/2015 — Eight senior NCOs celebrated 
achieving the Air Force’s top enlisted rank during 
a chief recognition ceremony Dec. 18 at the Ban-
yan Tree Club here.
Th e eight senior NCOs are:
Senior Master Sgt. Justin G. Apticar, 18th Main-
tenance Group quality assurance superintendent
Senior Master Sgt. Christopher D. Herrera, 733rd 
Air Mobility Squadron superintendent
Senior Master Sgt. David L. Braun, 18th Wing 
executive administration superintendent
Senior Master Sgt. Kenneth E. Huhman, 320th 
Special Tactics Squadron superintendent
Senior Master Sgt. Dana L. Butler, 18th Medical 
Support Squadron superintendent
Senior Master Sgt. Craig J. Tocci, 718th Aircraft  
Maintenance Squadron helicopter maintenance 
unit superintendent
Senior Master Sgt. Michael V. Ickes, 18th Logistic 
Readiness Squadron material management 
fl ight superintendent

Senior Master Sgt. Carlos E. Labrador, 18th 
Aerospace Medicine Squadron bioenvironmen-
tal engineering superintendent 

 More than 200 family, friends and coworkers 
were in attendance, including honorary guest Col. 
Christopher Amrhein, 18th Wing vice command-
er, and Chief Master Sgt. Charles Hoff man, 18th 
Wing command chief.
 Each chief select was individually called to the 
stage with their families to be presented a promo-
tion certifi cate and chief coin by Amrhein.
 Aft er the coin certifi cate and coin presentation, 
Hoff man then spoke about what it means to be 
a chief master sergeant and shared stories of his 
own career and how it made him the chief master 
sergeant he is today.
 He went on to speak about what he expected 
from the newly selected chiefs and how their deci-
sions will aff ect the next generation of Airmen.
 Th e Air Force selected 525 out of 2,521 eligible 
senior master sergeants for promotion to chief for 
a 20.83 percent selection rate.

Kadena promotes eight to Chief Master Sgt.

^Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th Wing commander, puts chief master sergeant stripes on 
Senior Master Sgt. David Braun, 18th Wing executive administration superintendent, Dec. 17, 
2015, at Kadena Air Base.
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By Airman 1st Class
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
12/20/2015 — Boatsie’s Boxes 
Inc., an organization dedicated 
to serving military members, 
delivered approximately 300 
Christmas stockings to Kadena’s 
members Dec. 17 and 18.
 Chief Master Sgt. Patrick Van-
Vranken, 18th Munitions Squad-
ron maintenance superintendent, 
hand-delivered the stockings.
 “I think everybody was 
pleased to get a stocking for 
Christmas and I think every-
one’s spirits were lift ed for the 
holiday season,” said VanVran-
ken. “Th e fun part is just to see 
the smiles on everyone’s faces; 
to know that the people back 
home care about us, especially 
during the holidays, so that’s 
what means the most to me.”
 VanVranken’s mother, Gail 
VanVranken (Boatsie), owns 
Boatsie’s Boxes Inc., and has 
delivered more than 9,000 
stockings to service members 
deployed worldwide this year.
 Boatsie’s Boxes Inc. is com-
mitted to ensuring that service 
members overseas have a taste 

of home as they are away from 
home for the holidays. Th e com-
pany was founded in 2004 when 
VanVranken’s mother began 
sending boxes of personal items 
to deployed troops. Since then, 
it has grown greatly, reaching 
thousands of troops.
 “It just feels wonderful,” said 
Mrs. VanVranken.
 VanVranken commented that 
this is her way of thanking the 
troops for the protection they 
provide.
 As the holidays draw near, 
many service members will be 
away from their families for the 
fi rst time or will have been away 
for a long time. Th is provides 
them with a holiday comfort 
from home. Families back in the 
states create these gift s for troops 
with great care. 
 Some of these gift s have 
reached the minds and hearts of 
troops stationed at Kadena. 
 “It feels amazing,” said 
Airman 1st Class A’sianyque 
Royal, 18th Munitions Squadron 
munitions storage crewmember. 
“You’re away from your family 
on the holidays, where you’re 
usually baking goods and just 

spending quality time, so for 
people to realize that we’re over 
here without family, and to think 
of us and send us gift s like these 
is greatly appreciated.”
 VanVranken delivered ap-
proximately 300 stockings to 

Airmen in the munitions squad-
ron and the post offi  ce. It is with 
the support and love of families 
back home that these gift s can be 
given to Kadena’s members.
 “I think it’s a way of showing 
our gratitude and a way of 

bringing our community to-
gether with a fun project,” said 
VanVranken. “To know what 
they do is appreciated and a way 
of sending our love to all of you. 
We’re so grateful for everything 
that all of you do to keep us safe.”

Boatsie’s Boxes delivers Christmas joy to Kadena Airmen

Americans and Okinawans take pictures of and observe the Cornerstone of Peace at Okinawan Prefectural 
Peace Park, Dec. 12, 2015, in Okinawa. The lanterns were placed by volunteers, including Airmen from 
Kadena Air Base, as part of the Heart of Peace festival which is held yearly to commemorate the fallen of the 
Pacifi c War. 

1st Lt. Freddie Dee, 125th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron F-16 Fighting Falcon pilot, completes prefl ight 
checks before takeoff for the U.S. Pacifi c Command Theater Security Package Dec. 15, 2015, at Kadena Air 
Base. This TSP demonstrates the continuing U.S. commitment to stability and security in the region and 
shows our commitment to the U.S.-Japan alliance and the mutual defense of Japan.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Nicholas Emerick) (U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

Heart of Peace festival 
honors WWII fallen

125th Expeditionary Fighter 
Squadron takes off to support TSP

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

^Members of the 18th Munitions Squadron Munitions Storage Unit proudly show their Christmas stockings Dec. 17, 2015, at Kadena Air Base. They 
received these stockings from Boatsie’s Boxes as early Christmas presents. Boatsie’s Boxes Inc. delivered approximately 300 stockings to Kadena. 
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By Petty Offi cer 1st Class
Michael Gomez
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 3 
1/5/2016 - IWO JIMA, Japan — Seabees 
assigned to Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 3 paid a visit to the volcanic 
island of Iwo Jima, Dec. 28, 2015.
 Th e 60 Seabees conducted a four-hour 
tour to the major interest points of the 
island to familiarize themselves with the 
historical and current signifi cance of the 
island to Japan and the U.S.
 U.S. Army Capt. Ryan J. Kim, NMCB 3, 

future operations offi  cer, coordinated, 
and led the tour for the Seabees. He 
conducted research before going to Iwo 
Jima and placed together a pamphlet of 
information and historical events for 
the group.
 Members of the NMCB 3 climbed 
Mount Suribachi to look down upon the 
landscape of one of the most storied battles 
of World War II. Several Seabees took pho-
tos upon the famous sands of Iwo Jima, 
atop the legendary fl ag-raising mount.
 “I felt overwhelmed,” said Equipment 

Operator 2nd Class Erik W. Dornback. “I 
was standing in the same spot that the most 
iconic photo in World War II was taken.”
 Th e Seabees walked down to the black 
sand beach where one of the great and 
tragic battles in history took place.
 “I was sitting on the beach, looking 
towards Mount Suribachi and the other 
way towards the north end of the island, 
just imagining what has happen years 
ago, I was at awe,” said Dornback.
 “Th e trip was amazing,” said Kim. 
“When I actually started walking on the 

battle fi eld [beach], it started to coming 
to life for me.”
 Iwo Jima was the largest sustained 
aerial off ensive of the Pacifi c War. Th e 
United States sent more than 110,000 
Marines in 880 ships in what became 
the largest invasion force of the Pacifi c 
campaign. Additionally, 60,000 Marines 
and 10,000 Navy Seabees were involved 
in the assault on the beaches of Iwo Jima. 
It took 36 days of fi ghting and more than 
25,000 U.S. casualties to bring the island 
under American control.

Seabees tour Iwo Jima

Seabees assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 3, 
pose for a photo at the top of Mount Suribachi during tour of the 
volcanic island of Iwo Jima. Dec. 28, 2015. The Seabees tour the 
major interest points of Iwo Jima to familiarize themselves with the 
historical and current signifi cance of the island to Japan and the U.S.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Michael Gomez)
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Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services would 
like to remind everyone to program their 
cell phones with the emergency numbers. 
To report an emergency on Kadena via 
cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an offi ce 
phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, 
dial 098-911-1911, or from an offi ce phone, 
dial 911.

Upcoming Kadena Medical Clinic 
hours of operation & closures
With the exception of federal holidays and 
down days, the Kadena Medical Clinic 
hours of operation are Monday through 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 
7:30 a.m. to noon every third Thursday 
of the month. Patients may experience 
longer than normal call-wait times on 
the appointment line and a perceived 
decrease in access to care after closures 
and training due to increased appointment 
demand. Please be patient with the clinical 
staff as they work to fulfi ll your medical 
needs.
Upcoming closures and training days:
Jan. 18: Martin Luther King Day
Jan. 19: PACAF Down Day
Jan. 21: Training Day (noon to 4:30 p.m.)
Feb. 8: Training Holiday 
Feb. 15: President’s Day
Feb. 16: PACAF Down Day
Feb. 18: Training Day (noon to 4:30 p.m.)
For on-base emergencies after normal 
hours of operation, hang up and dial 911 
or 098-934-5911, or go to the U.S. Naval 
Hospital Emergency Room on Camp 
Foster. For non-emergency concerns 
that cannot wait until normal hours of 
operation, please call 646-7484 or 098-
971-7484. You may also send a secure 
message to your Health Care Team via 
MiCare at https://app.relayhealth.com. or 
exercise your options to self-book Primary 
Care appointments through TriCare Online 
at www.tricareonline.com. 

NAF Human Resource Office closure
The Non-appropriated Funds Human 
Resources Offi ce closure schedule:
Jan. 18-19: Closed all day
For more information, call Florca Lewis-
Clear at 632-8908.

Pass and Registration closures 
and training days
The Pass and Registration upcoming 
closures and training days schedule:
Jan. 18: Martin Luther King Day
Jan. 19: PACAF Down Day
Jan. 28: Training Day (open from 7:30 a.m. 
to Noon)
For more information, call Staff Sgt. Jerret 
Snodgrass at 634-3437.

2016 Air Force Astronaut 
Nomination Program
The Air Force is accepting applications 
from highly qualifi ed offi cers and enlisted 
members to participate in the Air Force 
Astronaut Nomination Program. Members 
who meet the basic eligibility criteria 
are encouraged to apply.   For more 
information, visit https://mypers.af.mil/
app/answers/detail/aid/30409. 

Med Group anonymous feedback
The 18th Medical Group has just 
implemented the Mystery Patient program 
which allows patients to anonymously 
grade our facilities and our patient/staff 
interactions in several different areas of 
performance. To participate, simply obtain 
a Mystery Patient Questionnaire from the 
Customer Service desk located at the main 
entrance of the MDG; the questionnaire 
can either be fi lled out during or after your 
appointment and once it is complete, it can 
be placed it into any of the ICE comment 
boxes located within the facility. For more 
information, call Maj. Tonya Spencer at 
630-4785 or Tech. Sgt. Shelley Thomas at 
630-4992.

New Kadena Air Base Honor 
Guard sharepoint
The Kadena Air Base Honor Guard has 
a new share point address.  Please use 
the following address to access the new 
site:  https://kadena.eis.pacaf.af.mil/orgs/
honorguard/SitePages/Home.aspx. For 
more information, call Tech. Sgt. Tena 
Briscoe at 634-0630.   

Cancelling Medical Appointments
The Kadena Clinic, with the exception 
of Mental Health is making it easier to 
cancel medical appointments with the 
new 24/7 cancellation feature. Call 630-
4817 or commercial 098-960-4817, press 
option 6 and leave a voicemail with your 
appointment information. This voicemail 
box is password protected and can only 
be accessed by certifi ed clinic appointing 
agents. The information that you provide 
will remain protected. For medical staff to 
properly cancel your appointment provide 
them your rank if active duty, your fi rst 
and last name, last four numbers of the 
sponsor’s social security number, the 
patient’s date of birth, the clinic, and the 
date and time of the appointment you 
wish to cancel, or cancel online at www.
tricareonline.com. For more information, 
call 18th Medical Group practice manager 
at 630-4303. 

2016 Presidential Primaries
2016 Presidential Elections are nearly 
underway. Register to vote now.  
Upcoming primaries by state are:
Feb. 20: South Carolina (Republican)
Feb. 27: South Carolina (Democratic)
March 1: Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, 
Massachusetts, Oklahoma, Tennessee, 
Texas, Vermont, Virginia
March 5: Louisiana
March 8: Michigan, Mississippi
March 15: Florida, Illinois, Missouri, North 
Carolina, Ohio
March 22: Arizona

For a full list go to: http://www.fvap.
gov/vao/vag/appendix/state-elections. 
For more information, visit the Kadena 
Voting Sharepoint site at:  https://kadena.
eis.pacaf.af.mil/18WG/programs/VAO/
SitePages/Home.aspx, or talk to your 
squadrons UVAO, or email vote.kadena@
us.af.mil.

Job opportunities with Women, 
Infants & Children Overseas
Choctaw Contracting Services has a part-
time position available at the Camp Foster 
Women, Infants & Children Overseas offi ce. 
The position requires the applicant to be 
a Registered Dietitian/Registered Nurse/
Home Economist/Physician Assistant. The 
position requires a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Nutrition, Dietetics, Nursing 
or a degree in Home Economics with an 
emphasis in nutrition.  Experience with WIC 
and/or experience with the maternal/child 
population are desirable. Good computer 
skills are required, must be U.S. citizen 
and have a current driver’s license. For 
more information, e-mail your resume and 
cover letter to jobs@wicoverseas.net or fax 
to Margaret Applewhite at (210)-525-1398.

18th MXG AFREP
The 18th Maintenance Group Air Force 
Repair Enhancement Program is a repair 
facility on base specializing in stock-listed 
items with a particular focus on frequently 
ordered and high dollar XB3/XF3 items. 
For more information, call 634-5337/9508 
or email colin.wolfe@us.af.mil. 

Change in Air Force Reserve 
Palace Front/Palace Chase 
Briefing 
Due to the increases in recruiting 
responsibilities, the Air Force Reserve 
Palace Front/Palace Chase briefi ng will 
no longer be held every Tuesday. This 

Continued on PAGE 11
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briefi ng will only be offered once a month 
starting in January; it will be held on the 
fi rst Tuesday of every month in Bldg. 428, 
room 129 at 10 a.m.  Appointments will be 
scheduled after the briefi ng for that month.  
To schedule an appointment, you must 
fi rst attend that brief, Informed Decision or 
TAPS. Thank you for your understanding 
with this schedule change. For more 
information, contact Master Sgt. Kylie 
Costa at 634-5174.

WIC Employment Opportunity
Choctaw Contracting Services has the 
following part-time position available at the 
Camp Foster/Kadena Women, Infants & 
Children (WIC) Overseas offi ce: Translator 
(part-time) - Requires a high school 
diploma or equivalent with secretarial/
business offi ce experience or education. 
Must be profi cient in Japanese as well as 
English. Job requirements also include a 
working knowledge of offi ce equipment 
and excellent customer service skills. Must 
be a U.S. Citizen. For consideration, e-mail 
your resume and cover letter to:  jobs@
wicoverseas.net or fax to: 210-525-1398.

Estate Claims for A1C LJ 
Montgomery
1st Lt. Lyneth Ann L. Battle, 18th Munitions 
Squadron, has been appointed the 
summary court offi cer for the estate of 
A1C LJ Montgomery, 18th Air Maintenance 
Squadron. All claims for or against the 
estate of the deceased must be submitted 
to the summary court offi cer. For more 
information, email 1st Lt. Lyneth Ann L. 
Battle at lynethann.battle@us.af.mil.

DTS Post Deployment briefing 
cancelled
The Finance post-deployment defense 
travel system briefi ng will be cancelled 
Jan. 13 and 20 due to the unavailability 
of the training/computer room. The next 
briefi ng will be held Jan. 27. Contact 
your unit DTS Organizational Defense 
Travel Administrators in order to get your 
DTS voucher accomplished. For more 
information, call Master Sgt. Roxanne 
Marsh at 634-1300.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Exercise Cobra Gold Blood 
Drives
O pos and O neg donors are needed. We 
MUST collect 70 units of O blood for this 
mission. All donors are welcome to donate, 
but especially O. In general, to donate 
should:
- Be feeling well and healthy for the past 
three days.
- Weigh at least 110 pounds.
- Have not received a tattoo on Okinawa 
in the past year.
Check eligibility here:
http://www.militaryblood.dod.mil/donors/
canidonate.aspx
Cobra Gold Blood Drive schedule:
Jan. 8 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Camp Foster Armed Service Blood Bank 
Center bldg. 968 (directly behind USNH 
ER) For more information, call Mandy 
McCammon at 646-9939.
Jan. 11 from 1 – 5 p.m.
Camp Foster bldg. 494 H&S Bn JRC (across 
from Mess Hall) For more information, call 
Mandy McCammon at 646-9939 or Staff 
Sgt. Chris Crabb at 645-5170.
Jan. 12 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Camp Kinser kinser surfside For more 
information, call Hospital Corpsman 1st 
Class Neil Domingo at 637-1995.
Jan. 13 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Kadena Air Base Battalion 1st Air Defense 
Artillery bldg. 4035 (across from gate 3 
near karing kennels) For more information, 
call 1st Lt. Andrew Bradshaw at 634-9606. 

Warrior Trained Fitness Event
The Risner Fitness Center is holding a 
Warrior Trained Fitness event at 6:30 a.m., 
Jan. 13. Everyone is welcome to this free 
workout event featuring guest instructor, 
Missy Cornish and is perfect for units 
seeking fi tness workout options. For more 
information, call Risner Fitness Center at 
634-5129.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Cheer coaches needed
Eagle All Star Cheerleading is seeking 
experienced coaches. Active duty and 
civilian dependents are equally encouraged 

to apply.  For more information, call Caitlin 
Mansell at 090-6866-5105.

Volunteers needed for Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency 
(DPAA) missions
Volunteers are needed for missions to Laos, 
Vietnam, Cambodia and Solomon Islands.  
Below are the guidelines necessary to 
participate in this exceptional opportunity.  
All volunteers must:
- Be approved by their commander via 
signed memorandum to proceed on a 
45-60 day TDY.
- Have a current fi tness score of 80 or 
greater.
- Possess an offi cial passport that is valid 
through 2016 -Be in the grade of E-5 
through E-8 (Any AFSC).
- Member must not be in his/her AEF 
bucket or band to include training.
**SrA can apply — CC must include 

statement in memo that attests to the 
selected airman’s professionalism. These 
missions are funded by DPAA. For more 
information, contact Tech. Sgt Kenneth 
De Gracia at  449-8874 or at kenneth.
degracia.1@us.af.mil or email pacaf.a1rp@
us.af.mil.

Volunteers needed for 2016 
Okinawa Marathon 
Volunteers are needed to provide water or 
cheer on runners at stations along a base 
route on Kadena during the 2016 Okinawa 
Marathon Feb. 21. Those interested are 
encouraged to attend a meeting Feb. 11 
at 3 p.m. in the Schilling Ball Room (Bldg 
455). If you are going to volunteer as 
group, you can send one representative to 
the meeting. For more information, email 
to makiko.miyara.jp@us.af.mil or call at 
634-5696.
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By TRICARE.mil Staff
1/5/2016 -WASHINGTON — Military 
pharmacies and TRICARE Pharmacy 
Home Delivery will remain the lowest 
cost pharmacy option for TRICARE 
benefi ciaries when some TRICARE 
pharmacy copays change Feb. 1. Most 
copays for prescription drugs in the 
home delivery program and retail net-
work pharmacies will increase slightly. 
 Th e 2016 National Defense Authori-
zation Act requires TRICARE to change 
its prescription copays. All drugs at 
military pharmacies and generic drugs 
through home delivery are still available 
at no cost to benefi ciaries. Copays for 

brand name drugs through home deliv-
ery increase from $16 to $20, for up to 
a 90-day supply. At retail pharmacies, 
generic drug copays go from $8 to $10, 
and brand name drug copays go from 
$20 to $24, for up to a 30-day supply. 
Copays for non-formulary drugs and 
for drugs at non-network pharmacies 
will also change.
 Beneficiaries can save up to $208 
in 2016 for each brand name pre-
scription drug they switch from retail 
pharmacy to home delivery. Home 
delivery offers safe and convenient 
delivery of your prescription drugs 
right to your mailbox. 

TRICARE pharmacy 
copays change Feb. 1
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By Senior Airman
John Linzmeier
18th Wing Public Affairs
12/22/2015 — Members of the 
Okinawa Enlisted Spouses’ Club 
have been surprising military 
families here with random acts 
of kindness in hopes of further-
ing the trend of giving during 
the holiday season.
 Volunteers from the OESC 
visited various military instal-
lations on island, off ering to 
purchase simple things such as 
haircuts, meals, tanks of gas or 
even a cart full of groceries for 
enlisted family members from 
all U.S. branches of service.

 “Th e basic idea of Random 
Acts of Kindness is to give back 
to our enlisted community for 
their service to us,” said Victor 
Colon, OESC vice president. 
“It’s awesome to see people 
smile and appreciate what our 
organization is all about.”
 Th e project started in Decem-
ber 2013, when spouses distrib-
uted more than $1,500 toward 
random military families and 
upwards of $2,000 in December 
2014. Th is year’s fund has grown 
to more than $6,000 and has 
been shared with families since 
the week of Th anksgiving.
 “Th ey really caught me off  

guard,” said U.S. Navy Petty 
Offi  cer 2nd Class Edward Fisk, 
Command Fleet Activities Oki-
nawa airspace scheduler. “When 
they off ered to pay for my drink, 
I was completely surprised. It 
really brightens your day when 
something like that happens, so 
little things like that really do 
matter.”
 Smiles and hugs were fre-
quently exchanged between 
spouses and recipients of the 
random acts and occasionally 
tears of joy were shed, said 
Colon.
 In the spirit of giving, Chief 
Master Sergeants Charles 

Hoff man, 18th Wing command 
chief, and Gilbert Edwards, 
353rd Special Operations Group 
command chief, spent their 
aft ernoon making purchases for 
patrons at the Base Exchange.
 “Th e opportunity to give 
back and help raise morale 
over the holiday season is super 
important,” said Hoff man, 
“especially with the sacrifi ces 
that our military members and 
family members make, coming 
from an overseas assignment 
like Okinawa.”
 Funds for RAOK have been 
raised throughout the year by 
the OESC’s non-profi t thrift  

stores, located on various mili-
tary installations. 
 “I think that if we can aff ect 
just a few people through just 
a few small acts, then they can 
pay it forward and aff ect a bigger 
population of people,” said Co-
lon. “We defi nitely see this going 
further than if we were to make 
just one massive donation.”
 Aft er giving away $6,000 
to hundreds of unsuspecting 
families, all the OESC members 
asked for in return was that their 
recipients and supporters pay it 
forward and implement their 
own random acts of kindness 
this holiday season.

Enlisted families surprised by 
Random Acts of Kindness

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)^Staff Sgt. Made Perdana, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron water and 
fuels maintenance craftsman, smiles after Chief Master Sgt. Charles 
Hoffman, 18th Wing command chief, offers to pay for a new pair of 
boots, Dec. 21, 2015, at the Base Exchange, Kadena Air Base. Hoffman 
was helping the Okinawa Enlisted Spouses’ Club distribute random 
acts of kindness to enlisted families during the holiday season. Funds 
for RAOK have been raised throughout the year by the OESC’s non-
profi t thrift stores, located on various military installations. 

^ Jamila Seals, Kadena Thrift Store assistant manager and Okinawa Enlisted Spouses’ 
Club member, randomly makes a purchase for Tech. Sgt. Lakesha Cole, 353rd Special 
Operations NCO in charge of manpower organization, Dec. 21, 2015, at the Base 
Exchange, Kadena Air Base.

   Victor Colon, Okinawa Enlisted Spouses’ Club vice president, 
randomly buys a cup of coffee for U.S. Navy Petty Offi cer 2nd Class 
Edward Fisk, Command Fleet Activities Okinawa airspace scheduler, 
Dec. 28, 2015, at the Rocker NCO Club at Kadena Air Base. Members 
of the OESC visited all U.S. branches of service at various military 
locations, offering to purchase simple things for enlisted members 
such as a haircut, a meal, a tank of gas or a cart full of groceries.

^


