
2016 Okinawa Marathon - Kadena traffic delay

Tips for taxes
By Stephanie Evans
18th Wing Legal Offi ce
2/9/2016 — It’s time to fi le your 
taxes! Here are a few tips from the 
Kadena Tax Offi  ce to guide you 
through this tax season.
1. Take advantage of the great 
resources available to you.
 Filing your tax returns on your 
own can be complicated and confus-
ing. Take advantage of the Kadena 
Tax Center’s FREE tax preparation 
and fi ling services for all of your state 
and federal returns.  Conveniently 
located in Building 1460 behind Ea-
gle Hardware, the Tax Center off ers 
walk-in, appointment, and drop-off  
services for all eligible Active Duty 
service members, DoD civilians, 
DoDDS teachers, and their families. 
Th e Tax Center is open Monday 
through Friday, from 0900 – 1400, 
with extended hours on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays from 1400 – 1600 
for dropping off  documents.
2. Organize your documents.
 Designate a folder to keep all of 
your tax-related documents, and 
fi le them as soon as they come in. 
Having a dedicated place to put 
all of these documents means that 
when it’s time to fi le your returns, 
you won’t be digging through 
disorderly drawers to fi nd what 
you need. Believe me, you’ll thank 
yourself later.
 What documents do you need to 
get your tax return submitted by the 
Kadena Tax Center? 
· Last year’s adjusted gross income 

or tax preparation pin; 
· DoD/military ID card;
· Power of attorney (if electronic 

fi ling on behalf of your spouse); 
· Social Security numbers for all 

family members; 

· Bank routing and account 
numbers; and,

· W-2 Forms or 1099 forms from 
all employers and fi nancial 
institutions. 

 Where applicable, you may also 
need documents related to: an 
IRA; rental property (including 
total income, mortgage interest, 
taxes, insurance, and other related 
expenses); child care expenses 
(including receipts for costs and 
the provider’s tax identifi cation 
number); foreign earned income; 
the sale of a personal residence; the 
sale of stocks/mutual funds; higher 
education tuition payments; and 
student loan interest.
3. Don’t wait until the last 
minute.
 Th e deadline for fi ling your 
federal tax return is April 15th 
(extensions can be granted until 
June 15th in some circumstances). 
While you may qualify for an ex-
tension because you are stationed 
overseas, it’s best not to wait until 
the last minute. Why? Because fi ling 
early means that you can avoid a 
last-minute scramble to collect ev-
erything you need to complete your 
return, and gives you time to search 
for or request any missing records. 
(And it means you can enjoy any 
refund sooner!)
4. Enjoy that refund, be proud 
of doing your civic duty, and be 
satisfi ed that you don’t have to do 
this for another year!
 Th e Kadena Tax Center takes 
pride in serving those who serve. 
If you would like to take advantage 
of these free tax resources, or if you 
have any further questions, please 
contact the Kadena Tax Center at 
634–7418.

By 18th Wing Public Affairs
2/18/2016 — Traffi c on Kadena Air Base will be 
affected by the 2016 Okinawa Marathon Feb. 21.

Gates 2 and 5 will be closed to vehicle traffi c from 8:30 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Roads will be closed from Gate 2 on 
Kuter Blvd. to Vincent Avenue, from Vincent Avenue 
to Schreiber Blvd. and from Schreiber Blvd. to Gate 5.  
Gate 2 will remain open for pedestrian traffi c with 
authorized base passes.  

Runners will enter Kadena through Gate 2 on Kuter 
Blvd., turn left onto Vincent Avenue at Chapel 2, turn 
left on Schreiber Blvd. at Kadena High School, and exit 
the base through Gate 5.  

The following facilities will be affected by the marathon: 
Chapel 2 / Kadena / Library  / Shogun Inn / Offi cers’ 
Club / Kadena High School / Bob Hope Primary School 
/ Amelia Earhart Intermediate School / Dormitories 
located along the route / Family housing on Beeson 

Avenue / Temporary lodging facility / Visiting offi cers’ 
quarters.  

Residents living inside the on-base route should 
consider parking their vehicles outside the affected 
area if they plan to travel anywhere from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. There will only be one authorized vehicle 
egress route into and out of the affected area. Vehicle 
traffi c will be allowed to cross at the intersection of 
Vincent Street and Beeson Street. Traffi c will be 
regulated by Security Forces. Runners will have 
priority. Vehicle wait times to cross may be as long 
as 30 minutes. Pedestrians will only be authorized 
to cross the marathon route on the crosswalks near 
the Base Exchange, at the Kadena USO, and behind 
the Offi cers’ Club to cross over Kuter Blvd. These 
crosswalks will also be regulated by security forces.   

Please direct any traffi c related questions or concerns 
to Master Sgt. Melvin Hunt at the 18th Security Forces 
Squadron at 634-0706.

Joint PME provides valu-
able leadership insight

By Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
2/17/2016 — Service members from the 
Army, Navy, Marine Corps and the Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force integrate with Airmen 
to attend an Air Force professional military 
education course at Kadena Air Base.
 “It’s a very uncommon opportunity for 
them to gain some Air Force knowledge and 
perspective,” said Tech. Sgt. Lauren Strike, 
NCO Academy fl ight instructor. “What they 
bring to the Air Force is an outside view of 
how the Air Force conducts its operations.
 Th e students at NCOA are attending a 
seven-week course that covers leadership 
issues over a wide range of topics from sexual 
assault to stress management.
 “We cover a lot of very broad topics, 
things that might be considered higher Air 
Force level, but it’s really getting them to 
understand what their roles in those topics 
are,” said Strike. “Th ings like resource stew-
ardship, why it is important for NCOs to be 
good resource stewards and how they fi t in, 
in terms of leading their Airmen.”
 Not only are they getting leadership 

education, the members of diff erent branches 
of service get a diff erent perspective on how to 
lead their troops and handle diff erent situations.
 During lessons and discussions on lead-
ership topics, they can lend their experience 
on how they have seen it done diff erently in 
another branch. Airmen are gaining valuable 
insight on how their sister services operate 
and other services can take home valuable 
lessons from the Air Force side.
 “It’s just all about learning and gaining 
knowledge,” said Strike. “Learning how the 
other services conduct business and learning 
how Airmen fi t into a joint service.”
 With the military these days becoming 
more and more integrated, leaders at every 
level must know and be comfortable operat-
ing in a joint environment.
 “Th e things that I learned here for the Air 
Force, helps the way I make decisions in the 
Navy,” said U.S. Navy Petty 1st Class Quan 
Hancock, NCOA student. “Even though it’s 
another service we experience some of the 
same issues leadership wise as the Air Force 
does and it teaches me a little bit about myself 
and how I am as a leader.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

^Tech. Sgt. Danny Lopez, Erwin Professional Military Education instructor, evaluates a student of NCO Academy Class 16-2, 
during a service dress uniform inspection, Feb. 9, at Kadena Air Base.
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Military Saves 
Commentary by Kellie Anthony

18th FSS Marketing Department

I’
m going to be honest with you. When it comes 
to money, I’m less on the saving side and more 
on the “buy those shoes, Kellie” side.

 It seems that my life followed a similar path to 
most people; I racked up some debt in college and 
aft er graduation I got a job that paid just enough to 
cover the bills with a pinch of fun money left over. I 
could’ve and should’ve put most of that fun money 
into a savings account but I didn’t. I had a work hard, 
play harder mentality that wrote a couple of checks 
my body and bank account couldn’t cash. I didn’t 
need a credit score. No one I knew had one either. I 
also found that I didn’t need a savings account. Th at 
was Future Kellie’s problem. Present Kellie needed 
those shoes.
 My parents have debt and I’ve seen fi rst hand the 
issues that can cause. Because of this, I did try to work 
on that as much as possible. I struggled and did what 
I could to get the minimum payment on the one line 
of credit I had. I was paying a heft y chunk each month 
but, deep down, I knew I could have paid more. I had 
friends who only paid $1 per month towards their 
loans and I stubbornly used this fact as a defense for 
why I wasn’t paying more. At least I was trying, you 
know? I also made sure I always paid bills on time. I 
would never default on a payment. Th is just meant 
that, occasionally, I didn’t have much in the way of 
groceries. You know that saying, “I have too much 
month at the end of my money?” Yeah, that was me.
 Don’t get me wrong. I wasn’t frolicking around 
and dropping buckets of cash every time I had the 
chance. I’m actually the queen of buyer’s remorse, so I 
usually did more returning than I did purchasing. But 

at some point in all of this, I decided I hated living 
paycheck to paycheck and grew tired of sleepless 
nights stressing about bills. I used QuickBooks for a 
while, but inputting data every week got old. So I did 
what every 20 something year old girl does, I turned 
to Pinterest. I read blogs and tried my hand at some 
of the “money saving tips” they off ered. I started a 
budget binder. Th at lasted a month. I tried a money 
jar. Th at lasted just short of a week. I even bought 
“Personal Finance in Your 20s for Dummies” and 
tried to fi ght through that - spoiler alert, it mostly 
collected dust. At the end of all of this, I instead 
adopted a “don’t spend more than you make” attitude. 
It never crossed my mind to look at how I could make 
what money I did have grow for the future.
 Th en I met my husband, a 25 year old who watches 
Mad Money at 5 a.m., on vacation! Th e same guy who 
has had an investment portfolio since the fi ft h grade. 
It became very apparent, very quickly, that I needed 
to up my fi nancial responsibility game. Watching 
him has taught me that “don’t spend more than you 
make” is a good start but it is not enough. Th e money 
you don’t spend needs to go somewhere it can accrue 
some interest and do you a bigger favor than a pair of 
shoes or a video game will. Now, I have a 401K that 
is attached to some stocks and a savings account we 
add some padding to with each paycheck. I still have 
student loans that we’re working on, but I’ve upped 
the minimum payment and now I’m on track to have 
that paid off  in 3 - 4 years. I also put a little more 
thought into the purchases I make. Correcting the 
path you’re on isn’t always going to be easy, but it is 
possible and it is defi nitely worth it.

 If you’re like I was and ready to get over the 
hurdle of spending more money than you earn but 
are unsure of where to start, the Airman & Family 
Readiness Center will be your best friend. February is 
host to Military Saves Week, an initiative that seeks to 
motivate, support, and encourage military members 
and families to save money, reduce debt and build 
wealth. It starts with taking a pledge to start saving for 
your future and ends with you receiving information 
on how to best manage your money and debt. In 
honor of Military Saves Week, the Airman & Family 
Readiness Center will be hosting a variety of classes 
all month long that focus on helping you get your 
fi scal train back on track. You’ll fi nd courses ranging 
from Money Management to Investing and Saving.
 I wish I had access to money management classes 
while I was in school. I know that they really would’ve 
helped me get things on track for a more responsible 
future that would make both Future and Present Kellie 
happy. Here on Kadena Air Base, you do have that 
access and you should defi nitely take advantage of it!
 Don’t let the problems Present You has become 
problems for Future You. Do both Present and Future 
You a favor and start combating your fi nancial issues 
now. During the week of Feb. 22-26, the Airman & 
Family Readiness Center will be off ering classes from 
9-11 a.m. Register in advance as classes will fi ll up 
quickly!
 For more information about Military Saves and 
those classes, stop by the A&FRC in building 200 or 
call them at 634-3366. To take the pledge or for more 
information about America Saves and Military Saves, 
visit militarysaves.org.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman Zackary A. Henry)

^Airman 1st Class Robert Cabiz, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron material 
management journeyman, and Airman 1st Class Angelica Torres, 18th LRS material 
management journeyman, assist children during Kadena’s Lego Master Builder 
Challenge, Feb 13, at Kadena Air Base.

   Volunteers help 
the winning team 
pick out their prize 
at the Lego Master 
Builder Challenge, 
Feb 13, at Kadena 
Air Base. The 
competition was 
to inspire children, 
grades kindergarten 
to fourth, to 
use science, 
technology, 
engineering and 
math to solve real 
world challenges 
and gain an 
invested interest in 
these fi elds.

^
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By Airman 1st Class
Corey M. Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
2/16/2016 — Dec. 2, 2015; a day 
that will forever be ingrained in 
the minds of millions around 
the world. With 14 people killed 
and 22 seriously injured, the San 
Bernardino attack shook the 
lives of all involved.
 While many grieved and 
sent condolences to the families 
involved, one man decided 
to take action. Capt. Costas 
Dracopoulos, 961st Airborne 
Air Control Squadron fl ight 
safety offi  cer, rallied the troops 
and organized a toy drive to give 
to the children of the victims.
 Dracopoulos grew up in San 
Berardino, California and went 
to college in the area. Still hav-
ing friends and family living 
there, the tragedy really struck 
home to him.  
 “What really aff ected me the 
most was that a friend of mine 
was one of the victims,” said 
Dracopoulos. “He left  behind 
six children, so it was a tough 
time for his family.”
 Not only were his children 
aff ected, but other families as 
well. Dracopoulos decided he 
would take responsibility to 
help in any way possible.
 “I was on leave in Kyoto when 

I fi rst found out, I saw it on the 
news,” said Drocopoulos. “It hit 
even deeper when I got on Face-
book and saw messages that one 
of my friends was a victim, so I 
thought I should do something 
about it.”
 Dracopoulos used his Air 
Force resources such as the 
chaplain and the Red Cross 
to fi nd the best course of ac-
tion. Aft er talking to the San 
Bernardino’s mayor’s offi  ce, he 
found out how to help.
 “I put a message out to the 
squadron and they were more 
than happy to give out toys in less 
than a week and ship them out a 
few days later,” Dracopoulos said. 
 Th e 961st AACS answered 
the call and in less than a week 
gathered more than 50 toys. 
Having connections still in 
the San Bernardino’s Police 
Department and Mayor’s offi  ce, 
Dracopoulos ensured the relief 
was delivered to those in need.
 Carey Davis, San Bernardino 
mayor, sent a heart-felt thank 
you letter back to the 961st.
 “I am proud of the united 
manner by which our nation has 
responded to the tragic events 
that forever impacted several 
lives,” said Davis. “Your willing 
and generous response to the 
crisis and your selfl essness are 

greatly appreciated. Th ank you 
for going out of your way and 
facilitating the process between 
my staff  and your squadron.”
 Anything can help, and that 
showed by the way Dracopoulos 
stepped up to support not only 
his friends and family, but all 
others aff ected as well. 
 “It shows the compassion he 
has for his friends and family,” 
said Lt. Col. Kyle Anderson, 
961st AACS commander. “It 
also shows how tight of a family 
we have here in the squadron, 
that they are willing to help his 
eff ort to make it a reality.”
 Th e quick response showed by 
Dracopoulos and all of the mem-
bers of the squadron showcases 
their comradery, willingness and 
compassion to help.
 “He is an amazing warrior, 
said Anderson. “He just got back 
from a deployment, the tragedy 
occurred during his rest and 
relaxation time so it shows a lot 
when he’s out doing something 
else away from the squadron and 
he has the idea and ideals to push 
forward and take care of the folks 
that the tragedy aff ected.”
 Anderson emphasized how 
proud he is of the members of 
his squadron.
 “I’m ecstatic that our 961st 
family supported him and it also 

bodes well for the squadron for 
one of our own to put on an event 
like that,” said Anderson. “We 
live in a small world and it shows 
how a tragedy state-side can af-
fect service members over here.”
 It is the actions of the brave, 
whether big or small, that can 
really aff ect those close to the 
tragedy.

 “San Bernardino is fortunate 
to have the support of individuals 
like you [Drocopolous] and 
your base,” said Davis. “Once 
again, please accept my sincere 
and personal thanks. Your 
generosity and your willingness 
to give have signifi cantly 
impacted the morale of our staff  
and community.”

U.S. service member delivers relief 
to families of shooting victims

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

   Capt. Costas 
Dracopoulos, 
961st Airborne 
Air Control 
Squadron fl ight 
safety offi cer, 
holds a toy 
car in front of 
his squadron 
emblem Feb. 17, 
at Kadena Air 
Base. Having 
been personally 
affected, 
Dracopoulos 
organized a toy 
drive to send 
toys to the 
families of the 
victims of the 
San Bernardino 
shootings. The 
961st AACS 
sent more than 
50 toys in less 
than a week 
to support the 
families. 

^
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John L. Levitow Award
Senior Airman Meredith Banks, 390th Intelligence 
Squadron

Commandant’s Award
Senior Airman Micah Franke, 18th Logistics Readiness 
Squadron

Academic Achievement Award
Senior Airman Colin Cooley, 18th Dental Squadron

Distinguished Graduates
Senior Airman Tory Cusimano, AFN Okinawa
Senior Airman Mercedes Ramos,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Micah Franke,
18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Senior Airman Colin Cooley, 18th Dental Squadron

Graduates
Senior Airman Jose Aguirre,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Guillermo Alcantar,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Paul Anderson,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Emmanuel Arroyo,
390th Intelligence Squadron
Senior Airman Christopher Benson,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Kristina Bristol,
390th Intelligence Squadron
Senior Airman Xavier Cordova,
18th Security Forces Squadron
Senior Airman Dylan Daguay,
353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Matthew Davis, 18th Maintenance Group
Senior Airman James Gibson,
353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron

Senior Airman Zachary Helms, 18th Munitions Squadron
Senior Airman Angelia Henderson,
18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron
Senior Airman Eric Herman,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Senior Airman Charles Hernandez,
733rd Air Mobility Squadron
Senior Airman Danielle Herrick,
18th Force Support Squadron
Senior Airman Anthony Intorre,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Kyler Jackson,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sergeant Tremaine Jones,
18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron
Senior Airman Christopher Kersey,
33rd Rescue Squadron
Senior Airman Ferdinand Manuel,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sergeant Colin McGrath,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman David Mennen,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Samantha Mitchell,
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron
Senior Airman Richard Mott,
353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Stephen Murphy,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Matthew Olson, 18th Munitions Squadron
Senior Airman James Ott,
18th Logisitics Readiness Squadron
Senior Airman Patrick Pierce,
18th Component Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Reyjee Quilla,
320th Special Tactics Squadron
Senior Airman Chantelle Ratcliff,
18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Senior Airman Jordan Rigor,
18th Medical Support Squadron
Senior Airman Michael Roby,
18th Communications Squadron
Senior Airman Jesus Rodriguez,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Austen Russell,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Antonio Salgado,
18th Logistics Readiness Squadron

Senior Airman Dylan Seng,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Dwayne Simpson,
18th Medical Support Squadron
Senior Airman Jared Slaton,
18th Component Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Kristian Spencer,18th Munitions Squadron
Senior Airman Marcus Stewart,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Richard Tato,
18th Component Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Shylor Terry,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Christopher Tipton,
18th Munitions Squadron
Senior Airman Vaughn Turnbow,18th Munitions Squadron
Senior Airman Miguel Verdiguel,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Senior Airman Ian Watson, 18th Security Forces Squadron
Senior Airman Shadwick Williams,
718th Civil Engineer Squadron
Senior Airman John Wilson, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron
Senior Airman Jacob Worman,
18th Component Maintenance Squadron

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

^Senior Airman Meredith Banks, 390th Intelligence Squadron and Airman 
Leadership School graduate, is the recipient of the John L. Levitow Award 
during the ALS Class 16-B graduation ceremony Feb. 11, at Kadena Air Base. 

ALS Class 16-B graduates
By Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
2/16/2016 — During an Airman Leadership School 
graduation Feb. 11, at the Kadena Offi  cer’s Club, 54 Air-
men took the next step toward becoming future NCOs 
and better leaders.
 Congratulations to the following graduates of ALS 
Class 16-B:
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Okinawan residents visit sacred 
sites at Kadena Air Base

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Peter Reft)^Okinawan residents and 
Shimosedo Hometown Associ-
ation members prepare a ritual 
food offering to the Ashibi-na 
sacred site shrine Feb. 5, at 
Kadena Air Base. The annual 
visitation is a cultural exchange 
which allows sponsored civil-
ians to see various historical 
sites on Kadena.

   Okinawan residents and 
Shimosedo Hometown 
Association members 
take measurements at 
the Meenuka Well during 
an annual sacred site 
visitation Feb. 11, at 
Kadena Air Base. The 
annual visit is part of 
a community relations 
cultural exchange, 
allowing sponsored 
residents to visit historical 
sites on base.

   Okinawan 
residents 
clear the 
Ashibi-
na sacred 
site of 
vegetation 
Feb. 5, at 
Kadena Air 
Base.

^

^
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By Staff Sgt. Amber Jacobs
18th Wing Public Affairs 
2/12/2016 - SARABURI, Th ailand — 
For more than three weeks, members 
from the U.S. Air Force, Royal Th ai 
Air Force, Singapore Armed Forces, 
and People’s Republic of China Army 
have been working together to build a 
multipurpose classroom for Watbanmak 
School, in Saraburi Province, Th ailand, 
as part of exercise Cobra Gold 2016.
 While Cobra Gold is in its 35th iteration, 
this Cobra Gold is special since it marks the 
ongoing relationship where these four na-
tions have a chance to join together to work 
on humanitarian civic action programs.
 “It’s been fun; all of the countries have 
gotten along,” said U.S. Air Force 1st Lt. 
Shane Lockridge, 35th Civil Engineer 
Squadron chief of project programming 
and site 5 U.S. offi  cer in charge. 
 Th e construction at Watbanmak 
School is one of six HCA sites in which 
the Th ai, U.S. and partner nation militar-
ies will work together for the common 
good of the local Th ai community. Th e 
HCA program focuses on improving 
the quality of life, as well as the general 
health and welfare of civilian residents in 
the Cobra Gold exercise areas.
 “Right now the fourth and the fi ft h grad-
ers are the largest classes and they currently 

share a classroom so it’s a little cramped,” 
Lockridge explained.“Th is school just 
doesn’t have enough square footage for the 
students. So this [new construction] will 
expand the footprint and they will be able 
to use it to separate the age groups.”
 Th is particular construction project 
has provided a unique opportunity for all 
participating nations to come together 
and demonstrate a mutual commitment 
to the humanitarian interests of friends 
and partner nations.
 “Everybody is working hard and 
everyone wants to fi nish this building,” 
explained Royal Th ai Air Force Pilot 
Offi  cer Chawit Somjit, site 5 Th ai offi  cer 
in charge. “We share, and everybody can 
learn from that.” 
 Th e site at Watbanmak School has 
provided an opportunity for engineers 
and construction workers to join togeth-
er, while exchanging ideas, construction 
tips and techniques. 
 “It’s been a good experience especially 
learning from all of the other countries,” 
Lockridge continued. “Th e Th ai and 
other nations obviously do construction 
diff erently than we do, so we’ve learned 
tricks from them and vice versa.”
 Not only has this exercise emphasized 
interoperability between these nations 
but it has also strengthened relationships 

through cultural exchange. 
 “Th e best part has been the camarade-
rie and doing cultural exchanges to get to 
know about each other’s cultures,” added 
Singapore Armed Forces Capt. Ivan Lee, 
Combat Engineer Company and site 5 
Singapore offi  cer in charge.
 As part of the cultural exchange, 

workers this year had a chance to ring in 
the Chinese New Year’s together while 
working side-by-side.
 “Th e Chinese have been very friendly 
and we all celebrated Chinese New Year 
this past weekend,” Lockridge said. “Th ey 
did a little barbeque for us and then they 
had some decorations. Aft erwards they 
gave them out as gift s to all of us.” 
 People’s Republic of China Army Lt. 
Shiming Zhu, China Engineering Regi-
ment, site 5 Chinese offi  cer in charge, com-
mented, that this has been an interesting 
experience and a rewarding one, because 
they have had a chance to help the children. 
 “One of the best parts was we did 
a luncheon this last Monday with the 
students,” added Somjit.
 For these military members not only 
has this been an interesting cultural and 
learning experience, but knowing that 
they are helping a local community has 
also been one of the most important 
aspects of this project.
 “Th is is a special school since it teaches 
students from low income families,” Lock-
ridge added. “Th is project is meaningful 
to all of us because we know how much 
this means to the local community.”
 Lee concluded by saying, “Th is project 
has been fulling for us all because it is 
direct community service.” 
 Over the next week workers will make 
the fi nal preparations to conclude this 
building project. 
 Th e classroom is scheduled to be 
complete and dedicated to the local 
community on Feb. 16.

US, Thailand, Singapore, and China 
build together during Cobra Gold

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Amber E. N. Jacobs)

  U.S. Army Pfc. Davie Cook, carpenter and mason for 
the 643rd Engineering Company, Schofi eld Barracks, 
Hawaii, catches work gloves from Thai army Sgt. Nawapol 
Palaharm, engineer from the 52nd Engineering Company, 
1st Regiment, King’s Guard, during exercise Cobra Gold 
2016, at Banradbumrung School, Lop Buri Province, Feb. 9.

(Photo by 94th Airlift Wing)^Leaders from the Singapore army, 
U.S. Air Force, Thai Royal Army, and 
Republic of China Armed Forces share 
a laugh while going over the schedule 
Feb. 10, while working to complete 
a multipurpose classroom as part of 
exercise Cobra Gold, Watbanmak School, 
Saraburi province, Thailand.

^
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By AFOSI Public Affairs and 
the Air Force Personnel Center
2/11/2016 - QUANTICO, Va — Cur-
rently, there are 62 Air Force deserters 
who remain fugitives of justice. Th e 
oldest deserter on the Air Force books is 
now 85 years old. He deserted in 1967. 
Th e most recent deserter, who is still on 
the lam, is Master Sergeant Danreddy 
Jalos. He deserted from an Army instal-
lation in the Republic of Korea in 2014.
 Th e need for a Cold Case program was 
identifi ed aft er extensive review of the 
Air Force Offi  ce of Special Investigations 
unresolved cases, which were highlighted 
to include death, sexual assault, fugitive, 
deserter, kidnapping and missing per-
sons’ investigations.
 Th e Cold Case Investigative Team is 
the operational unit of OSI’s Cold Case 
Program. Th e CCIT validates and then 
prioritizes those cases based on the like-
lihood of resolving the investigation and 
obtaining disposition against subjects.
 “Fugitives and Deserter cases were 
assigned to the CCIT portfolio because 
of the similarities on how these and cold 
cases are investigated,” said Mr. John J. 
Fine, OSI Cold Case Team lead. “Both 
rely extensively on reviewing historical 
investigations, re-interviewing witnesses 
and developing new investigative leads.”
 How does the desertion investigative 
process start?
 Th e CCIT works very closely with the 
Air Force Personnel Center’s Desertion 
Program manager. AFPC provides OSI a 
list of all Air Force deserters and access 
to personnel fi les.
 Th e CCIT reviews all desertions fi les 
and looks for any new leads or any other 
leads that need to be re-accomplished. 
Th is could include FBI fi ngerprint search-
es, DNA database checks or coordination 
with any of our national or international 
law enforcement agency partners.
 “Additionally, we continually assess 
the need to re-interview the deserter’s 
family members or associates,” Fine said.
 Once a lead is identifi ed by the CCIT, 
it’s assigned to one of OSI’s 225 fi eld 
units to be thoroughly investigated. If a 
deserter is believed to be residing in a 
foreign country, OSI will contact the OSI 
agent assigned to Interpol for assistance 
in locating and returning the deserter to 
military control.
 Since the CCIT became operational 
in June 2015, 20 deserters have been 
located.
 Desertion is legally defi ned as a vio-
lation of Article 85 of the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice. It’s a crime punishable 
by death if committed in a time of war.

 When Airmen desert, they’re tracked, 
captured and can be prosecuted to the 
fullest extent of the law.
 In fact, there is a dynamic Air Force 
team working these cases. When an 
Airman leaves his or her unit without 
authority, the case gets reported to the 
Desertion Information Point at the Air 
Force Personnel Center. Aft er 180 days, 
the member is dropped from the rolls of 
his or her unit and administratively as-
signed to AFPC while the hunt continues.
 Sandra Kolb and Joe Pizana are 
responsible for the DIP at AFPC. Th ey 
maintain a database and paper fi les 
on each Air Force deserter and act as a 
repository and liaison for information 
related to them.
 “One thing worth mentioning is the 
deserter’s impact on his or her family 
members,” said Pizana, AF AWOL/
Deserter Program manager. “Once an 
Airman becomes a deserter, the Airman 
and their dependents lose all pay and 
benefi ts entitlements to include medical 
and dental care, and housing.”
 OSI plays the largest role in the hunt 
for deserted Air Force members. Its Cold 
Case Unit is devoted to tracking down 
these fugitives.
 “OSI will continue to search for every 
fugitive until each member is returned to 
military control. And, we will fi nd them,” 
said Fine.
 In late 2015, AFOSI captured two 
fugitives - one deserted in 1986 and most 

recently an individual who deserted in 
1969, at the height of the Vietnam confl ict.
 What happens aft er a deserter is cap-
tured?
 Air Force Instruction 36-2911 directs 
local law enforcement or OSI to deliver 
the member to military custody at the 
nearest Air Force Installation. Joseph 
Ramos, who was captured on Nov. 12, 
2015 in Hot Springs, Ark., was delivered 
to the 19th Airlift  Wing at Little Rock Air 
Force Base.
 How did OSI fi nd Ramos?
 It was the hard work of OSI Detach-
ment 206, Nellis AFB, Nev., and OSI 
Detachment 327, Little Rock AFB, Ark., 
that led to the capture of Ramos.
 To start the process, the Cold Case 
Team reviewed Ramos’ old personnel 
records for possible leads. Th ey sent 
those leads to OSI Detachment 206 
where agents arranged an interview with 
his ex-wife and daughter (age 2 at time of 
desertion).
 On Oct. 31, 2015, the CCIT researched 
information provided by social media 
tips and contacted OSI Detachment 327. 
On Nov. 10, 2015, that OSI detachment 
coordinated with Arkansas State troop-
ers and the U.S. Marshall’s Offi  ce.
 On Nov. 12, 2015, when agents arrived 
at Ramos’ last known address, he was not 
present.  Further coordination with the 
police department led to the offi  cers iden-
tifying Ramos as a teller at a local garage 
where he was arrested. Ramos was trans-

ported to the Garland County Detention 
Center for overnight confi nement, until 
Little Rock AFB Security Forces could 
transfer him to the base for processing. 
Aft er being read his rights Ramos admit-
ted that he was guilty and was ready to 
take responsibility for his mistakes made 
in 1986. Once apprehended and offi  cially 
returned to military control, AFPC as-
signed Ramos to a unit at Little Rock AFB 
for administrative purposes.
 From there, the case was in the hands 
of the newly assigned commander, who 
closely coordinated with the Staff  Judge 
Advocate's offi  ce. Since suffi  cient evi-
dence had been gathered and the correct 
administrative steps were taken, Ramos 
could be prosecuted under the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice.
 “Th e result in Ramos’ courts-martial 
was a Bad Conduct Discharge and 40 
days in prison (which were served while 
in pretrial confi nement between the date 
he was captured and the date his sen-
tence was handed down),” said Capt. Lee 
Powers, Airman Ramos' case prosecutor.
 During his disappearance, Ramos 
was living under the false name Richard 
Joseph Delerio aft er his desertion from 
the Air Force.
 It’s diffi  cult to capture a deserter. 
Some are openly living and working in 
foreign countries, just outside the reach 
of U.S. military control. Others have 
disappeared without a trace. Sometimes 
there’s very little information about their 
whereabouts because the commanders, 
peers, family members and even the 
installations from which they deserted, 
are long gone. Some Airmen deserted 
aft er obtaining Top Secret Clearance and 
access to Classifi ed Information.
 Th e reasons for desertion vary widely. 
Sometimes the deserter is facing other 
criminal charges and fl ees in advance of 
his or her trial in fear of what sentence 
might be handed down. Th ere is evidence 
that some deserters were suff ering from 
mental illnesses, or left  simply because 
they saw no legal way to tend to the 
needs of their families while remaining 
in the Air Force (i.e. with a humanitarian 
assignment, etc.).
 If you have information about an 
Air Force fugitive, check OSI “Air Force 
Fugitives” at:  http://www.osi.af.mil/
library/fugitives/ You may remain 
anonymous.
 You may also send information using 
the “Crime Busters” link that appears on 
the right side of the OSI public webpage 
at www.osi.af.mil or contact OSI through 
the its Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/airforceosi.

Cold Case - Air Force Style

(AFOSI photo) 
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By Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service Public Affairs
2/10/2016 — For military students, 
making multiple moves with their 
active-duty parents is just a part of life. 
In fact, military children typically move 
six to nine times by the time they’ve 
completed 12th grade, according to the 
Military Child Education Coalition.  
 Th e Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service appreciates the sacrifi ces military 
students make and is rewarding young 
scholars who excel in the classroom with 
its You Made the Grade program, now 
in its 16th year. Students in fi rst through 
12th grades who maintain a B average 
or better are eligible to receive a coupon 
book fi lled with free off ers and discounts 
from the Exchange. 

 “Military students face greater 
challenges than their civilian 
counterparts, including coping with 
separation from parents who are 
deployed and switching schools during 
moves to new duty stations,” said  Store 
manager, Ms. Ann Yi. “Th ese students 
deserve to be rewarded for their hard 
work, and for 16 years, the You Made 
the Grade program has been a favorite 
among military families.” 
 Th e You Made the Grade booklet 
includes coupons for free food such as a 
Burrito Supreme or Taco Supreme from 
Taco Bell; a small chicken Philly sandwich 
at Charleys; a Chicken Po’Boy at Popeyes; 
and a bacon double cheeseburger and 
small fry from Burger King. 
 Students who make the grade will 

also score Snack Avenue coupons for 
a free fountain drink, including the 
Yeti frozen carbonated beverage, and a 
complimentary hot dog or roller grill 
item. Other off ers include discounts on 
backpacks, shoes and more. Off ers are 
valid through July 30, 2016. 
 Th e booklet also includes an entry 
form for the You Made the Grade 
semiannual sweepstakes. Scholars can 
enter to win Exchange gift  cards worth 
$2,000, $1,500 or $500. Entries can be 
submitted twice a year, with drawings 
typically held in June and December. Th e 
most recent sweepstakes winners were 
students from Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, Ohio; Camp Casey, South 
Korea; and Joint Base Andrews, Md. 
 Students, including those who are 

home schooled, can receive a You Made 
the Grade coupon booklet by presenting 
a valid military I.D. and proof of 
an overall B average at the Kadena 
Exchange customer service area. Eligible 
students can pick up one booklet for 
each qualifying report card. 
 Students and guardians can check 
with the Kadena Exchange’s store 
manager or customer service for more 
information about the Exchange’s You 
Made the Grade program.
 Students can send You Made the 
Grade sweepstakes entry forms, which 
are included in the coupon booklets, to:
Mimetek Data Solutions
You made the Grade Sweepstakes
2035 Central Circle, Suite 206
McKinney, TX 75069

Kadena Exchange’s You Made the Grade 
program rewards military students 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Japan 
Air Self-Defense Force Lt. Col. Hiroshi 
Kageura, Komatsu Air Rescue Squadron 
commander, practices using night vision 
goggles during an NVG demonstration 
at Yokota Air Base, Feb. 9. Th e event, 
hosted by the 459th Airlift  Squadron, 
was an opportunity for both services 
to learn the similarities and diff erences 
between their aircraft  and search and 
rescue operations.

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan — Staff  Sgt. 
Aaron Peacock, an aerospace propulsion 
craft sman with the 35th Maintenance 
Squadron, inspects the exhaust of an 
F110-GE-129 engine aft er a test run at 
Misawa Air Base, Feb. 4. Th e most com-
mon issues that arise with F-16 Fighting 
Falcon engines are oil and fuel leaks or 
abnormal vibrations. Peacock hails from 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

FORT WAINWRIGHT, Alaska — Sol-
diers use teamwork to drag an ahkio sled 
loaded with 300-plus pounds of gear 
during the USARAK Winter Games at 
Fort Wainwright’s Jan. 27. As America’s 
Arctic Warriors, USARAK Soldiers train 
hard to cultivate the knowledge and 
experience necessary to survive, train, 

operate, fi ght and win in extreme cold 
weather and high altitude environments. 
Th e games are an annual opportunity 
for USARAK units to test their skills, 
validate their expertise and set a bench-
mark of excellence for all Arctic Warriors 
to strive for. Battalions from both Joint 
Base Elmendorf-Richardson and Fort 
Wainwright were represented by 10-man 
teams for a total of 210 competing Sol-
diers in this year’s games.

EIELSON AIR FORCE BASE, Alaska 
— A Student prepares a burner during 
Survival Evasion Resistance Escape  
5-level training Jan. 20, in the Joint Pacif-
ic Alaska Range Complex. Th e students 
had their own burners they used to melt 
chunks of snow for their water supply. 
Th e Arctic survival training is a week-
long course that gives S.E.R.E. specialist 
hands on experience with building shel-
ters and surviving in the extreme arctic 
temperatures. Th is course, taught by the 
66th Training Squadron Detachment 1 
at Eielson Air Force Base is the fi nal step 
for these Airmen to become S.E.R.E. 
specialist journeymen.

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE, Guam 
— A crew chief assigned to the 35th 
Aircraft  Maintenance Squadron, Misawa 
Air Base, prepares a F-16 Fighting Falcon, 

piloted by 1st Lt. Dave Takahashi, 13th 
Fighter Squadron, for takeoff  Feb. 4, at 
Andersen Air Force Base. Several F-16 
Fighting Falcons from the 13th FS are 
deployed to Andersen AFB in support of 
Cope North 2016. Cope North is an an-
nual event that focuses on humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief and large 
force employment in an eff ort to enhance 
interoperability among forces from the 
U.S., Japan, Australia, South Korea, Phil-
ippines and New Zealand.

ALOHA STADIUM, Hawaii — An Air 
Force C-17 Globemaster performs a 
fl yover during the 2016 NFL Pro Bowl as 
part of the event’s pregame show at Aloha 
Stadium in Honolulu, Jan. 31. More than 
200 military volunteers helped to con-
struct the pregame show stage in support 
of Rachel Platten’s performance of her 
song “Fight Song.” Th e U.S. military 

also supported the event by conducting 
a C-17 Globemaster fl yover and the 
participation of U.S. Pacifi c Command 
leadership during the game’s coin toss.

KUNSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Ko-
rea — Twenty F-16s from the 8th Fighter 
Wing line up for an elephant walk early 
in the morning on Feb. 3 at Kunsan Air 
Base. Th e elephant walk was designed to 
test the 8 FW’s ability to launch aircraft  at 
a moment’s notice. 

Yokota, JASDF Airmen 
strengthen air rescue 
capabilities

Falcon’s strength tested 
by propulsion Airmen

66th TRS arctic certifies 
training S.E.R.E. specialist

Service members support 
2016 NFL Pro BowlWainwright, JBER troops 

battle in 7-event contest
Misawa F-16s deploy to 
Andersen AFB in support 
of Cope North 2016

No-notice exercise tests 
Wolf Pack’s readiness

F-22s arrive at Osan AB

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Amber Grimm)

(DoD photo by Staff Sgt. Christopher Hubenthal)

OSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Korea - A F-22 “Raptor” fi ghter aircraft from Kadena Air Base is fl anked by an F-16 
Fighting Falcon and a Republic of Korea air force F-15 Slam Eagle at Osan Air Base, Feb. 17. The Raptor was part of a 
fl yover formation of 12 aircraft demonstrating the strength of the ROK/U.S. alliance in response to recent provocative 
actions by North Korea.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Delano Scott)

 (U.S. Army photo by John Pennell)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Deana Heitzman)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Joshua Turner)  (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Joshua Smoot)

 (U.S Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Nick Wilson)
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By Petty Offi cer 1st 
Class Michael Gomez
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 3
2/12/2016 - PALAWAN, Phil-
ippines — Seabees assigned 
to Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 3, read short stories 
to local children at Abaroan 
School District in Roxas City, 
Philippines as part of a com-
munity relations event, Jan. 25.

 Th e six Seabees volunteered 
their time to read short sto-
ries to elementary students 
throughout eight diff erent 
classrooms. 
 “I love seeing the reaction of 
the kids when we were reading 
to them,” said Builder Con-
structionman Devin Johnson. 
“Reading was a good way in 
giving back to the community.”

 Aft er each story was com-
plete, the reader would ask 
the children questions about 
their favorite part of the story 
and tried to get to know the 
children a little better. Every 
student in the class raised their 
hand up as high as they can, 
just to talk to the reader about 
the story. 
 “I really enjoyed being 

able to connect with them 
[children],” said Utilitiesman 
Jamison Rigley. “Th ey seem to 
like that we took the time out 
of our day to spend time with 
them.
 At the end of the event, the 
Seabees donated all the books 
to the children and played few 
games with the students, such 
as Around the World, head up, 

seven up, and hangman.
 NMCB 3’s Construction 
Civic Action Detail, Palawan, 
Philippines is currently to-
gether with the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines 2nd NMCB, 
Naval Combat Engineering 
Brigade, to build a two 
classroom school building at 
Abaroan School District in 
Roxas, Philippines.

Story time with NMCB 3 Seabees

 (U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Michael Gomez)

   Construction Electrician 2nd Class Leonard Verdan, assigned 
to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 3, read a short story to 
local Philippine students during a community relations event 
at Abaroan School in Palawan, Philippines, Jan. 25. NMCB 
3 Construction Civic Action Detail’s mission is to execute 
engineering civic assistance projects, conduct skills exchanges 
with the host nation, and perform community relations events to 
help enhance shared capabilities and maintain relationships.

^Builder Constructionman Micah 
Parks from Tulsa, Okla., assigned 
to Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 3, read a short story to 
local Philippine students during 
a community relations event at 
Abaroan School in Palawan, 
Philippines, Jan. 25.

Pacific Deployment 2016

^ CEBU, Philippines - Cmdr. Laurie Scott, commanding offi cer of Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 3, Lt. Col. Gabun of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, members of the department of 
education Philippines, local community leaders and school faculty, offi cially cut the ribbon for the 
new two classroom school building at Lamac Elementary School, Feb 10. NMCB 3 Construction 
Civic Action Detail’s mission is to execute engineering civic assistance projects, conduct skills 
exchanges with the host nation, and perform community relations events to help enhance shared 
capabilities and maintain relationships. 

(U.S. Navy photo by Steelworker Constructionman Natasha Hill)

^ BUSAN, Republic of Korea - Seabees of NMCB 3 and 
Republic of Korea navy engineers of Busan work together to 
construct a SEA Hut in preparation for Key Resolve/Foal Eagle 
2016, Feb. 5.

^ SAN CLEMENTE ISLAND, Calif. - Seabees assigned to 
NMCB 3 conducts mission planning training during Military Block 
training to provide an opportunity to practice critical tactical skills 
and ensures combat readiness Feb. 7. 

 (U.S. Navy photo by Builder 2nd Class Nathan Carrasco) (U.S. Navy photo by Lt. Elizabeth Quagliano)

^



Kadena and Camp Foster
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services would like to 

remind everyone to program their cell phones with 

the emergency numbers. To report an emergency 

on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an 

offi ce phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 

098-911-1911, or from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

18th SFS Pass and Registration 
upcoming closures and training day 
The 18th Security Forces Squadron Pass and 

Registration Offi ce will be closed on the following 

dates: Feb 25: Monthly Training, Pass & ID closes 

at noon. For more information, contact Staff Sgt. 

Snodgrass at 634-3437.

A&FRC Closure
The Airman and Family Readiness Center will be 

closed on Friday, Feb. 26 from noon-5 p.m. for 

staff training. For more information, contact Lorrie 

Perkins at 634-3366.

Med Group anonymous feedback
The 18th Medical Group has just implemented the 

Mystery Patient program which allows patients to 

anonymously grade our facilities and our patient/

staff interactions in several different areas of 

performance. To participate, simply obtain a 

Mystery Patient Questionnaire from the Customer 

Service desk located at the main entrance of the 

MDG; the questionnaire can either be fi lled out 

during or after your appointment and once it is 

complete, it can be placed it into any of the ICE 

comment boxes located within the facility. For 

more information, call Maj. Tonya Spencer at 630-

4785 or Tech. Sgt. Shelley Thomas at 630-4992.

2016 Presidential Primaries
2016 Presidential Elections are nearly underway. 

Register to vote now. Upcoming primaries by state 

are:

Feb. 20: South Carolina (Republican)

Feb. 27: South Carolina (Democratic)

March 1: Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, 

Massachusetts, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, 

Vermont, Virginia

March 5: Louisiana

March 8: Michigan, Mississippi

March 15: Florida, Illinois, Missouri, North 

Carolina, Ohio

March 22: Arizona

For a full list go to: http://www.fvap.gov/vao/vag/

appendix/state-elections. For more information, 

visit the Kadena Voting Sharepoint site at:  https://

kadena.eis.pacaf.af.mil/18WG/programs/VAO/

SitePages/Home.aspx, or talk to your squadrons 

UVAO, or email vote.kadena@us.af.mil.

Change in Air Force Reserve Palace 
Front/Palace Chase Briefing 
Due to the increases in recruiting responsibilities, 

the Air Force Reserve Palace Front/Palace Chase 

briefi ng will no longer be held every Tuesday. This 

briefi ng will only be offered once a month starting 

in January; it will be held on the fi rst Tuesday of 

every month in Bldg. 428, room 129 at 10 a.m.  

Appointments will be scheduled after the briefi ng 

for that month.  To schedule an appointment, you 

must fi rst attend that brief, Informed Decision 

or TAPS. Thank you for your understanding with 

this schedule change. For more information, call 

Master Sgt. Kylie Costa at 634-5174.

18th MDG participation in no-notice 
mission focused exercises
The 18th Medical Group is responsible for ensuring 

the 18th Wing’s medical readiness in support of 

the United States’ and Japan’s mutual interests. 

In keeping with this mission, the Kadena Clinic will 

be participating in upcoming no-notice mission 

focused exercises. During these exercises, our 

normal healthcare and clinical services will be 

impacted and patient care will be interrupted for 

an undetermined period of time. We ask for your 

patience as our trusted professionals exercise their 

skills and work with the Wing in support of these 

training events. We apologize for any inconvenience 

that this may cause. Our appointment line (630-

4817 or 098-960-4817 by cell phone) will remain 

operational during exercises. We will contact any 

patient whose scheduled appointment may need to 

be re-scheduled due to exercise events. Additional 

guidance regarding clinic operations will follow 

during and after exercises in order to keep our 

patients informed regarding our service capabilities. 

Measures have been put in place to ensure select 

teams are available to facilitate urgent care calls 

and/or triage patients as appropriate.  As always, 

in the event of an emergency, seek emergency 

services at the US Naval Hospital on Camp Foster 

or by dialing ambulance services at 634-1796 or 

098-934-5911 by cell phone. For more information, 

call Capt. Christine Kmiecik at 630-4504.

Kadena Tax Center Notice:
Hours of Service
Seasonal services are offered at the Kadena Tax 

Center, Bldg. 1460 on Wilkins Street, located 

behind Eagle Hardware. 

-When does tax season start and end?

The tax offi ce opens to everyone beginning Feb. 1.

Appointments will be available for rental property, 

commanders, and teachers.

Tax Season Offi ce Hours:

Feb. 1-29: Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

(walk-in service only/drop-off/appointments) 

March 1-31: Tuesday-Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 

p.m. (walk-in service only/drop-off/appointments)

April 1 to May 15: Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 

p.m. (walk-in service only/drop-off/appointments)

Appointment Line: 634-7418/098-961-7418 

(beginning Feb. 1)

*We do not prepare Home Business and Sale of 

Rental Property

-How can people get their taxes fi led?

They will need to bring in the following required 

documentation to complete a Tax Return:

- DOD/Military Identifi cation card 

- Power of Attorney (If electronic fi ling on behalf 

of your spouse)

- Social Security Number(s)

- Bank Routing and Account Number(s)

- Forms W-2 and 1099 (from all employers and 

fi nancial institutions)

- IRA*

- Rental Property (includes total income, 

mortgage interest, taxes, insurance and other 

related expenses)*

- Child Care Cost/Providers and their 

identifi cation numbers*

- Foreign Earned Income Exclusion*

- Sale of Residence (personal residence only)*

- Sale of Stocks/Mutual Funds 1099B or 1099 Int/

Div* 

* If applicable

Don’t have time to wait? We offer a drop off service 

for Simple Returns. Simply bring in all your tax 

documents and we will call you when your tax return 

is ready for review. (Drop-off’s are not accepted 

during Exercise and UEI inspection weeks.) For 

more information, call Christi Murphy at 634-7418

Okinawa City and Chatan Town
Welfare Drive
Donate to families in our local community! Items 

needed; non-perishable foods (rice, pasta, canned 

goods), toiletries, detergent and household items. 

Food cannot expire before June. Drop off boxes 

have been placed at the USO, Shoppettes and Post 

Offi ce for your convenience. For more information, 

call Tech. Sgt. Olivia Barnes at 634-1800.

Kadena Gift Corner job opportunities
Operations Manager Position Open. The Gift 

Corner is a non-profi t, charitable organization 

hiring an Operations Manager who will be 

responsible for managing the daily operations of 

Kadena Gift Corner. We’re looking for someone 

with retail experience and a heart for charity 

who also likes to travel. Stop by the Gift Corner 

to pick up your application. Kadena Gift Corner 

Marketing/Floor Manager Position Open. The Gift 

Corner is a non-profi t, charitable organization 

hiring a Marketing/Floor Manager who will be 

responsible for storefront displays, advertising, 

volunteer coordinating and other daily procedures. 

We’re looking for someone interested in traveling, 

Continued on PAGE 11
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organizing and displaying. Stop by the Gift Corner 

to pick up your application. For more information, 

email kgc.manager@gmail.com

Job opening for Japanese/English 
speaking piano teacher
The Kinser and Courtney Music School is in need of 

a friendly and kind piano teacher Monday through 

Friday from 1:30 – 6:30 p.m. Applicant must be 

able to politely speak English and Japanese. Job 

duties include teaching piano and offi ce clerk 

responsibilities such as scheduling lessons, 

receiving payments, and answering phones. For 

more information, contact Shinichiro Maeda at 090 

9782 0863 or maeda.shinichiro@gmail.com.

Gospel style pianist needed Sundays at 
Chapel 3
Heather’s Chapel Staffi ng is accepting applications 

for Gospel Style Pianists.  Rehearsals are 

Thursday evenings and Sunday services are from 

11 a.m. – 1 p.m.  For more information, contact 

Heather Kleinwolterink at 080-6498-2291 or email 

heatherschapelstaffi ng.com or see the job posting 

and apply at heatherschapelstaffi ng.com.

18th MDG Third Party Collections (TPC) 
All non-active duty patients seen at the Kadena 

clinic are required to provide information on any 

Other Health Insurance (OHI) that they might have, 

even if they do not have a civilian insurance plan.  

Insurance information is maintained on a DD 

Form 2569 (TPC) and must be updated annually 

or whenever a change takes place regarding your 

OHI.  If your DD2569 is not current, incomplete, 

or missing from our records, you will need to 

complete a new form upon visiting the clinic or 

you may contact the 18th MDG Medical Service 

Account (MSA) Offi cer for assistance.  TPC money 

collected from OHI at the 18th MDG comes directly 

back to the Kadena clinic to enhance the delivery 

of trusted care.  For more information, contact the 

18th MDG Medical Service Account Offi cer at 630-

4346 or 18mdss.msa@us.af.mil

Air Force Dragon Boat Team Practice
For all of those who are interested in joining the Air 

Force’s Dragon Boat Team, practice for February 

are held at the Fairchild Pool on Mondays and 

Wednesdays from 6-6:45 p.m. and Wednesdays 

and Thursdays from 5:15-6 a.m. This is not just for 

active duty, if dependents over the age of 18 want 

to attend they are more than welcome. For more 

information please contact Staff Sgt. Christopher 

Price at christopher.price.24@us.af.mil or call DSN 

(315) 634-1945.

Japanese and English
Conversation Group
Language exchange session are open to military 

members, DOD civilians, contractors and dependents 

over 17 years old, MLCs and IHAs. This group meets 

every Friday from 5-6 p.m. at the Airman & Family 

Readiness Center. Sign up is required. For more 

information please call Nanako Misato at 634-3366.

Kadena Youth Center has instructor 
opportunities 
The Youth Center is looking for motivated and 

talented instructors who are interested in teaching 

classes to youth. We offer a wide range of classes 

such as gymnastics, music, dance and martial arts. 

If we don’t already offer your particular specialty 

come see us, as we are interested in talking to you. 

We are also interested in contracting a computer 

geek. Come help us fi ll our youths minds with 

knowledge. For more information, call Warren 

Britton at 632-0500/098-961-0500.

Job Opening: Schilling Driving School 
Instructor
The Schilling Community Center is in need of 

driving instructors for the Driver’s Education 

Program. Instructor Certifi cation through American 

Driver and Traffi c Safety Education Association 

training is mandatory. Certifi cation can be attained 

through the Schilling Community Center. Job 

duties include teaching ADTSEA driving course 

curriculum in the classroom as well as providing 

Behind-the-Wheel instruction in school vehicles. 

For more information, call Joe Botulinski at 

090-1947-3293/634-1387 or email at joseph.

botulinski@us.af.mil. 

Outside Gate 2 road closure
Outside of Gate 2 towards Gate 3 (HWY 85) will 

be closed Feb. 20 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. due to 

construction work.

UPCOMING EVENTS
That Others May Live golf tournament
The 31st Rescue Squadron is hosting the That 

Others May Live (TOML) Foundation golf tournament 

Feb. 26 at the Banyan Tree Golf Course. TOML is a 

charitable foundation which helps support Air Force 

Rescue families during operational and training 

accidents. The event is four-man team best ball 

starting at 7 a.m.; registration starts at 6 a.m. Prizes 

for top team, longest drive, longest putt, and shortest 

putt. For more information and to sign up, contact 

Senior Master Sgt. Caleb Ethridge at 634-5327/3131 

or Tech. Sgt. Jamie Smith at 634-2889/3131. 

Chapel Lent services
The Protestant Lent Services will be held every 

Wednesday from Feb. 17 – March 23 from 6 - 7:30 

p.m. at Chapel 2. Services will feature a video series 

on “The Path to the Cross” by Ran Vander Laan 

followed by a light meal. For more information, 

contact Capt. Craig Nakagawa at 090-3961-1169.

2016 National Prayer Luncheon 
The National Prayer Luncheon observance is a 

time honored tradition where we come together 

to remember the moral and spiritual values on 

which our Nation was founded. This event will take 

place Wed. March 2 from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

at the AWACS Hangar (Bldg. 3660). The PACAF 

Command Chaplain, Col. Steven McCain will be the 

guest speaker. Cost is $5 for BAMAS buffet lunch. 

Dress for military members is the uniform of the 

day; for civilians, casual attire. 60 volunteers are 

needed for event set-up, duration, and tear-down. 

RSVP by Feb. 25. For more information, contact 

Capt. Eddie Rubero at eddie.rubero.1@us.af.mil or 

Tech. Sgt. Jennifer DePrinzio at jennifer.deprinzio@

us.af.mil or 634-1288.

Pacesetters 5K Poker Run/Walk
The pacesetters club is holding the pacesetters 5k 

poker run/walk Feb. 27 from 8-10 a.m. at behind 

the Risner Fitness Center. $15 for registration. 

Children under 10 years old are free. Pet friendly. 

For more information, call Nikolaus Osborn at 080-

6486-5995 or email at nikolaus.osborn@gmail.com. 

Top 3 Zumbathon Fundraiser 
The Special Operations Maintenance is holding 

Top 3 Zumbathon fundraiser March 5 from 4-6 

p.m. at the Risner Fitness Center. $10 donation per 

person. Limited take home items on fi rst come fi rst 

serve basis. For more information, call Master Sgt. 

LaCrystal Brown at 080-4331-4565/634-7593.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteers needed for Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA)
missions
Volunteers are needed for missions to Laos, 

Vietnam, Cambodia and Solomon Islands.  Below 

are the guidelines necessary to participate in this 

exceptional opportunity.  All volunteers must:

-Be approved by their commander via signed 

memorandum to proceed on a 45-60 day TDY.

-Have a current fi tness score of 80 or greater.

-Possess an offi cial passport that is valid through 

2016 -Be in the grade of E-5 through E-8 (Any AFSC).

- Member must not be in his/her AEF bucket or band 

to include training.　**Senior Airmen can apply-

Commander must include statement in memo that 

attests to the selected airman’s professionalism. 

These missions are funded by DPAA. For more 

information, contact Tech. Sgt Kenneth De Gracia 

at  449-8874 or at kenneth.degracia.1@us.af.mil or 

email pacaf.a1rp@us.af.mil.

JSHS volunteers needed
The Junior Science and Humanities Symposium 

(JSHS), DoDEA Pacifi c, needs judges to read 

and score written scientifi c papers high school 

students will submit from across the Pacifi c (Guam, 

Japan, Korea and Okinawa).  The scoring will occur 

electronically and judges will receive papers, judging 

rubric, and instructions via e-mail; scoring will have 

a one week turn around scheduled for Feb. 15-22. 

All volunteers will receive a letter of appreciation. 

For more information, contact Lisa Vitrella at lisa.

vitrella@pac.dodea.edu or at 634-2285.

Kadena High School football program 
needs volunteers for weightlifting 
program 
The Kadena High School football program is looking 

for volunteers that would like to help out with its 

weightlifting program which start Feb. 1 and end 

May 20. Volunteers would be assigned one day out 

of the week to come in and monitor the prescribed 

workout for that day for correct form, effort and 

safety. There would be no more commitment than 

one day per week for about 60-90 minutes max per 

day unless the volunteer would choose to do more. 

The workouts would last from 2:15-3:45 p.m. on 

Mondays through Fridays. Volunteers would motivate 

the athletes through their workouts, helping students 

write down their weight/sets/reps in their logs, and 

especially watching out for proper form and safety. 

The students will be on a prescribed program, but 

extra activities could be added if they fi nish early or 

feel that they could benefi t from more exercises. This 

will be a great opportunity for community members 

to earn volunteer hours and resume experience. For 

more information, email Coach Mendoza at sergio.

mendoza@pac.dodea.edu. There is a volunteer 

packet and background check to process before 

being able to begin working at the high school.

Team Kadena Spouses Group needs 
volunteers for Amazing Race
Team Kadena Spouses Group is looking for 

volunteers for fi rst “Amazing Race” on Kadena 

Air Base to help check-in contestants, assist in 

judging and coordinating the opening and closing 

ceremonies from 5-8 p.m., Feb. 23, 9-12 p.m., Feb. 

24, and 7-9:30 p.m., Feb. 25. For more information, 

email at teamkadenaspouses@gmail.com.or call 

090-7586-1160.

Volunteers Needed at Kadena Middle 
School
The KDMS Students Taking Academic Responsibility 

(STAR) Program is looking for 30 volunteers to serve 

as mentors for the students. The duties will consist of 

assisting students with academic assignments who 

are enrolled in the STAR program.The volunteers 

will meet at Ryukyu/Kadena Middle School on 

Kadena Air Base Bldg 1984.The attire will be Civilian 

clothing or uniform and aletter and/or Certifi cate of 

appreciation will be given. All volunteers will receive 

a brief training prior to working with students.  We 

would prefer for volunteers to be able to commit 

to volunteering either on Wednesday or Thursday 

on a weekly basis. For more information, contact 

Natarsha Baker at  Natarsha.baker@pac.dodea.edu 

or at 634-0217.

Volunteers Needed: Black History 
Month, Kadena Elementary School
20 Volunteers are needed to score essays for the 

Black History Essay Contest Wednesday Feb. 24, 

from 3-4 p.m. at Kadena Elementary School, Bldg 

2415 Room H-1. Sign in at the offi ce. Thursday Feb. 

25, 2016 (2:30-4 p.m.) 20 Volunteers are needed to 

decorate the school stage for the Black History 

Program Thursday Feb. 25, from 2:30-4 p.m. at 

Kadena Elementary School, Bldg 2415, Room H-1 

Sign in at the offi ce. For more information, contact 

Kelley Lynn-Pryor at Kelley.Lynn-Pryor@pac.

dodea.edu or 634-1550.

Schilling Community Center
needs volunteers 
The Schilling Community Center is looking for 

volunteers to assist with the annual spring event, 

EGGsplosion 2016 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., March 

26 at four diamonds sport complex. For more 

information, call 634-1387/0694. 
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Remembering Rob
Memorial service for a four-legged hero

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Naoto Anazawa)^Staff Sgt. Sara Sturgess, 18th Security Forces Squadron military working 
dog handler, renders a salute during the memorial of her MWD Rob at 
Chapel 1, Feb. 10, at Kadena Air Base. Rob entered the USAF July 3, 2012, 
and was certifi ed as a dual purpose patrol explosive detector dog at Lackland 
Air Force Base, Texas May 15, 2013.

^Airmen observe a moment of silence for Military Working Dog Rob during 
a memorial at Chapel 1, Feb. 10, at Kadena Air Base. Rob, who served for 
more than three years with the U.S. Air Force as a patrol explosive detection 
dog, passed away Jan. 7, 2016.

   Service members and civilians attend the memorial of 
Military Working Dog Rob at Chapel 1, Feb. 10, at Kadena 
Air Base. Approximately 100 people from Kadena and other 
U.S branch of offi cials attended the Rob’s memorial. 

^

By Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service Public Affairs
2/17/2016 — To better serve shoppers 
at all Okinawa Exchange facilities, the 
Exchange Credit Program’s MILITARY 
STAR® card is off ering an updated 
rewards program along with a new look 
and enhanced card security features. 
 Th e updated rewards program 
launched in October 2015, all 
MILITARY STAR® cardholders will earn 
2 points for every $1 spent in Army, 
Air Force, Marine Corps and Navy 
exchange stores, and wherever else the 
MILITARY STAR® card is accepted. For 
every 2,000 points earned, shoppers 

will automatically receive an Exchange 
rewards card, mailed to their postal 
address on record.
 Th e updated MILITARY STAR® card 
will have enhanced features to protect 
Service Members and their families 
from becoming victims of fraud. A 
security code on the back will provide 
extra protection when shopping online. 
Th e card will also include expiration and 
“member since” dates on the front.
 Th e new MILITARY STAR® card 
refl ects a patriotic look that includes an 
image of the Statue of Liberty and branch 
of service seal, something customers 
voiced as important in focus groups. 

 Th ough its look is changing, the 
MILITARY STAR® card’s benefi ts will 
continue, including:
· Competitive interest rate of 10.49 

percent — an industry-leading 
interest rate

· No annual, late or over-limit fees
· 10 percent off  fi rst-day purchases
· 10 percent off  Exchange food court 

purchases
· 5-cents-per-gallon savings at 

Exchange gas stations
· Free standard shipping at 

shopyexchange.com
· Additional promotions and savings 

opportunities throughout the year

 In addition to advantages for 
customers, the entire military 
community benefi ts when shoppers use 
a MILITARY STAR® card. 
 “Because MILITARY STAR® card 
transactions are processed in-house, 
costly merchant fees are avoided,” 
said Kadena Exchange Store Manager, 
Ann Yi. “Instead of paying bank fees 
for credit card processing, Okinawa 
Exchange stores can better support 
our US military Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation programs. Th at’s why using a 
Military Star card not only benefi ts the 
cardholder, but every member of the 
military community.”   

New MILITARY STAR® Card with rewards 
for Okinawa exchange shoppers


