
Team Kadena cheers on 
Okinawa Marathon runners

USFJ/5 AF commander 
visits Kadena Air Base

By Senior Airman Peter Reft
18th Wing Public Affairs
2/23/2016 — Instead of the usual howl of jet engines, Team 
Kadena heard the growl of 120 turboprop blades chopping 
the air as 17th Special Operations Squadron MC-130J 
Commando II aircraft  dominated the airfi eld scene Feb. 17.
 Within an hour of standing by at stations, the aircraft  
took to the skies during the Pacifi c region’s fi rst fi ve-ship 
formation fl ight involving the new specialized mobility 
aircraft .

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

MC-130J Command II’s 
assigned to the 17th Special 
Operations Squadron fl y in 
formation Feb. 17, off the 
coast of Okinawa.

Team Kadena crowd members greet runners during the Okinawa Marathon Feb. 21, at Kadena Air Base. As 
part of a wide-reaching community relations program, Kadena is the only military base to participate with 
hosting marathons in Japan.

Lt. Gen. John Dolan, U.S. Forces Japan and 5th Air Force commander, greets Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th 
Wing commander, and Chief Master Sgt. Charles Hoffman, 18th Wing command chief master sergeant, Feb. 
18, at Kadena Air Base. Dolan spent time with Kadena’s leaders to see how they maintain mission readiness 
as the Keystone of the Pacifi c. 

SEE  MC-130J PAGE 2

MORE  OKINAWA MARATHON  PHOTOS PAGE 4

17th SOS launches Pacifi c 
region’s fi rst MC-130J 
Commando II fi ve-ship 
formation  fl ight
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MC-130J  FROM PAGE 1
 Th e formation was part of the 353rd 
Special Operations Group’s training 
exercise that tested the 17th SOS and the 
353rd Special Operations Maintenance 
Squadron  to launch a short-notice, 
large-scale tasking. 
 “We routinely fl y two ships, but we 
mobilized fi ve ships to test our ability to 
generate aircraft  in full force , to make sure 
our maintenance can support that, and to 
make sure we can do the planning in case 
we are ever asked to fl y a large formation,” 
said U.S. Air Force Maj. Brad Talley, 17th 
SOS assistant director of operations.
 As part of that assessment, team mem-
bers evaluated their formation fl ying and 
short runway landings, combat systems 
operators tested their cargo air drop tim-
ing, and load masters tested their cargo 
delivery system rigging abilities.
 “We mobilized all available personnel 
in the squadron to execute this mission, 
while all fi ve planes were able to accom-
plish all cargo drops, land in a small 
landing zone, maintain formation, and 
return safely,” Talley said.
 Th ough the team successfully ac-
complished the exercise objectives, it 
wasn’t a simple process. Despite complex 
procedures, the 17th SOS Jakal  team 
members overcame the challenges to 
ensure mission completion.
 “Th e most diffi  cult portion was the 
planning and safe execution of the mission, 
since most of our squadron isn’t used to 
that level of de-confl iction complexity,” 
said Senior Airman Zach Harmon, 17th 
SOS MC-130J Commando II loadmaster.

 To Talley, the best part of the mission 
was seeing the whole team fl y together 
and build camaraderie.
 “My favorite part was fl ying in close 
formation with all my Jakal brethren, 
exploring various formation geometries, 
and seeing how well each crew fl ew,” 
Talley said.
 Th e 17th SOS was activated as a 
permanent unit at Kadena Air Base 
on Aug.1, 1989, and is instrumental in 
carrying out wartime and contingency 
operations in support of U.S. and allied 
special operations forces.
 Th e 17th SOS began the transition 
from the MC-130P Combat Shadows 
to the MC-130J Commando II in Dec. 
2014, and the latest aircraft  arriving 
on Kadena in Oct. 2015. Technological 
advances allow the Commando II to set 
new standards for safety and accuracy in 
executing clandestine missions.
 Th e new aircraft  specializes in night-
time, low-level infi ltration/exfi ltration 
and resupply of special operations forces 
as well as air refueling missions for spe-
cial operations vertical lift  aircraft .
 Th e 353rd SOG, made up of more 
than 800 Airmen, is the only Air Force 
Special Operations unit in the Pacifi c 
and is integral to the Air Force Special 
Operations Command. Th e group con-
ducts wartime and contingency opera-
tions planning and execution as well as 
humanitarian and relief operations, all 
the while maintaining global mobility 
readiness for Special Forces around the 
world.

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

   Maj. Brad Talley, 
17th SOS MC-130J 
Commando II 
instructor pilot, and 
Capt. Jerome 
Harms, 17th SOS 
MC-130J pilot, run 
through a pre-fl ight 
checklist during a 
training exercise 
Feb. 17, at Kadena 
Air Base.

^Senior Airman Tim Manzer, 17th SOS loadmaster, in-
spects an MC-130J Commando II prior to a sortie Feb.17, 
at Kadena Air Base.

^MC-130J Command II’s assigned to the 17th SOS fl y 
in formation Feb. 17, over Kadena Air Base.

^

^Senior Airman Zach Harmon, 17th SOS MC-130J Commando II loadmaster, observes a 33rd 
Rescue Squadron HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter air-to-air refueling during a training exercise 
Feb. 17, off the coast of Okinawa.

Senior Airman Zach Harmon, 
17th SOS MC-130J Commando II 
loadmaster, releases a cargo delivery 
system over a drop zone during a 
training exercise Feb. 17, Okinawa.
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18th Wing/Partner Unit Winners:

Airman/Junior Enlisted:
Airman 1st Class Austin Bowen,
320th Special Tactics Squadron

NCO:
Tech. Sgt. Timothy Ferguson,
82nd Reconnaissance Squadron

Senior NCO:
Master Sgt. Daniel Hubert,
82nd Reconnaissance Squadron

Company-Grade Offi cer:
Capt. Daniel Breiding, 320th Special Tactics Squadron

Field-Grade Offi cer:
Maj. Michael Perry, 17th Special Operations Squadron

Category I Civilian:
Camila Eckert, 323th Special Tactics Squadron

Category II Civilian:
Shawn Murdoch, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron

Category III Civilian:
Nick Tolosa, Air Postal Squadron Detachment 3

First Sergeant of the Year:
Master Sgt. Walter Booker,
1st Special Operations Squadron

18th Wing Winners:

Airman/Junior Enlisted:
Senior Airman Darius Riddick,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron

NCO:
Staff Sgt. Aaron Keeter, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron

Senior NCO:
Master Sgt. Edgardo Troche,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

Company-Grade Offi cer:
Capt. Katrina Maloney, 718th Civil Engineer Squadron

Field-Grade Offi cer:
Maj. Matthew Mustain, 33rd Rescue Squadron

Category I Civilian:
Denhior ishimine, 18th Mission Support Group

Category II Civilian:
James McGill, 18th Contracting Squadron

Category III Civilian:
Andrew Fletcher, 18th Communications Squadron

First Sergeant of the Year:
Mast Sgt. Joseph Mageau,
18th Security Forces Squadron

Honor Guard Winners:

Airman/Junior Enlisted:
Senior Airman Dorothy Knox, 18th Civil Engineer 
Squadron

Team Kadena Winners:

Airman/Junior Enlisted:
Senior Airman Darius Riddick,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron

NCO:
Staff Sgt. Aaron Keeter, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron

Senior NCO:
Master Sgt. Edgardo Troche,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

Company-Grade Offi cer:
Capt. Daniel Breiding, 320th Special Tactics Squadron

Category I Civilian:
Denhior ishimine, 18th Mission Support Group

Category II Civilian:
James McGill, 18th Contracting Squadron

Category III Civilian:
Nick Tolosa, Air Postal Squadron Detachment 3

First Sergeant of the Year:
Mast Sgt. Joseph Mageau,
18th Security Forces Squadron

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

^Lt. Gen. John Dolan, U.S. Forces Japan commander and 5th Air Force 
commander, speaks during the Kadena Annual Awards banquet Feb. 20, at 
Kadena Air Base.

Team Kadena recognizes outstanding 
performers during annual awards banquet

By Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
2/22/2016 — Kadena hosted the 2015 18th Wing, Part-
ner Unit and Team Kadena Awards banquet Feb. 20 at 
the Kadena Offi  cer’s Club.
 During the banquet, 19 winners were chosen from 11 
diff erent organizational groups and the Kadena Honor 
Guard as the top performers of 2015.
 Kadena congratulates the following award recipients:



US, ROK show of force

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Maeson L. Elleman)

Airman 1st Class Elisha Watson, 525th Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit F-22 Raptor crew chief, consults 
technical orders before takeoff Feb. 17, at Kadena Air 
Base. The 525th Fighter Squadron, stationed at Joint 
Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, is home to the 
only F-22 squadron within the Pacifi c Air Forces.

Indianapolis Colts visit 
with Kadena Airmen

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Nick Emerick)

Members of the Indianapolis Colts and the 18th Civil Engineer Squadron take a group photo during the Colts visit 
to Kadena Air Base, Feb. 19. The USO hosted the Indianapolis Colts visit to Kadena to speak with Airmen at four 
locations on base, including a dinner with the troops at the Marshal Dining Facility.
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 (U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

   Students from 
the Amelia Earhart 
Intermediate 
School cheer on 
runners during the 
Okinawa Marathon 
Feb. 21, at Kadena 
Air Base. Students 
performed a 
variety of drum 
and dance 
routines as 
runners entered 
the base.

^Runners take group photos 
with 18th Security Forces Squadron 
Airmen during the Okinawa Marathon 
Feb. 21, at Kadena Air Base. 18th SFS 
members provided traffi c manage-
ment on base and ensured the safety 
for runners.

   Runners carry U.S. fl ags during the 
Okinawa Marathon Feb. 21, at Kadena 
Air Base. The Okinawa Marathon is 
unique since it is the only Japanese 
marathon to feature a section of the 
route on a military installation.

Team Kadena cheers on Okinawa Marathon runners

^

^
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By Staff Sgt.
Alexander Martinez
Headquarters Pacifi c Air Forces 
Public Affairs
2/23/2016 - JOINT BASE 
PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, 
Hawaii — Pacifi c Air Forces 
members looking for volunteer 
opportunities and organizations 
looking for volunteers have a 
new resource available, all at the 
click of a button, with a website 
that’s gaining recognition and 
users across the Air Force. 
 Th e resource is www.
myairforcevolunteer.com. It’s 
an online tool designed to 
assist volunteers with logging 
volunteer hours, and enhance 
collaboration between volun-
teers and organizations seeking 
volunteers.
  Retired Maj. Gen. David 
Robinson, husband of PACAF 
Commander Gen. Lori J. 
Robinson, is helping to lead 
the website’s integration into 
volunteer programs throughout 
PACAF. 
  “Headquarters PACAF has 
recently rewritten the operating 
instruction for the Volunteer 

Awards Program; the website is 
a fantastic tool to help reward 
our volunteers who provide 
such great support to our orga-
nizations,” Robinson said.
  Th e website was created 
and developed by Air Force 
members and spouses at Aviano 
Air Base, Italy, aft er they noticed 
a need to improve the way 
they managed their volunteer 
program.
  “Th e idea of the website 
started with a need,” said 
Shon Wagner, the creator and 
designer of the website. “Th e 
senior leader’s spouse at Aviano 
felt compelled to improve the 
way we managed our volunteer 
program. She worked closely 
with our volunteer program 
coordinator and volunteers to 
fi nd a better way.” 
  Wagner, a retired senior 
master sergeant of 23 years, was 
working at Aviano’s Airman and 
Family Readiness Center when 
the website was launched there 
January 2014.  
  Th e website has a simple 
interface that is easy to use and 
allows quick access for its users. 

First-time users are prompted 
to register either as a volunteer 
or an organization. Based on 
their installation location, 
they’ll have access to all vol-
unteer opportunities available 
to them through organizations 
that are registered with the site. 
Volunteers can also follow orga-
nizations that they’re interested 
in to be informed of any future 
opportunities.
  Wagner said the website is 
designed to be easy to use and 
easily accessible. 
  “[Volunteers] shouldn’t have 
to deal with a frustrating pro-
cess to get involved,” Wagner 
explained. “Th e process should 
be simple, streamlined, and 
standardized. I wanted to make 
sure organizations, volunteers, 
program managers and leaders 
all had a say and received the 
functionality they desired.”
  Th e website is mobile-friend-
ly, allowing users to log on to 
their account and seamlessly 
move about the website at all 
times on a mobile device. 
 Th e website also has the 
ability to log volunteer hours so 

users can quantify their eff orts 
and utilize that information for 
enlisted performance reports or 
awards packages. Further, those 
volunteer hours can be used 
for recognition through other 
volunteer programs. 
  “[Th e website] supports the 
PACAF Volunteer Awards pro-
gram and allows our Volunteer 
Service Coordinator to certify 
volunteer hours and upload 
those hours to the Presidential 
Volunteer Service Award web-
site to receive awards from that 
Program,” Robinson said.
  Wagner has created several 
resources for users to submit 
feedback so he can make im-
provements where needed or 

add features that can further 
improve the website.
  “As with many technologies, 
they are only as good as what 
the end-user feels,” Wagner 
said. “Th is is why I appreciate 
suggestions from end-users. I 
have created a Facebook page, 
/myairforcevolunteer, for users 
to post their suggestions. I have 
also included a contact form 
within the website for technical 
support or feedback. Many 
suggestions have come in, and 
I hope to introduce some very 
modern and advanced enhance-
ments to the website soon.”
  For more information 
and to sign up, visit www.
myairforcevolunteer.com. 

(Courtesy Image)

Website aims to link 
PACAF volunteers 
with opportunities
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Araha House
¥162,000/
month.
2 bedrooms,
1 bath.
Single home.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Takahara Apt 
¥180,000/
month.
3 bedrooms,
1 bath.
10 minutes 
from Kadena.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Chibana 
Duplex
¥180,000/
month.
3 bedrooms,
1.5 bath.
10 minutes out 
Kadena Gate 2.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

New Duplex 
¥180,000/
month.
2 bedrooms,
1 bath.
5 minutes from 
Kadena.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Ocean Front 
¥230,000/
month.
3 bedrooms,
2 baths.
12 minutes 
from Kadena.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Kadena Home 
¥165,000/
month.
1 bedroom,
1 bath.
5 Minutes from 
Gate 3.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Cope North 2016

(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Shane Hughes)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Matthew B. Fredericks)

^Capt. Patrick Shanks, an instructor pilot assigned to the 909th Air Refueling Squadron in Kadena, fl ies a KC-135 
Stratotanker for a mid-air refueling fl ight Feb. 11, over the Pacifi c during exercise Cope North 2016, a multilateral fi eld 
training exercise to improve combat readiness, develop a synergistic disaster response, and increase interoperability 
between the U.S. Air Force, Royal Australian Air Force and Japanese Air Self-Defense Force. CN16 enhances 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief crisis response capabilities between six nations and lays the foundation 
for regional cooperation expansion during real-world contingencies in the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region.

   A 44th Fighter Squadron 
F-15 Eagle connects to a 
909th Air Refueling Squadron 
KC-135 Stratotanker for 
aerial refueling during the 
large force employment of 
exercise Cope North 16, 
Feb. 24, at Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam. Through 
training exercises such 
as CN16, the U.S., Japan 
and Australian air forces 
develop combat capabilities, 
enhancing air superiority, 
electronic warfare, air 
interdiction, tactical airlift and 
aerial refueling. 

^
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Andersen hosts
Pacifi c Air Partners
Open House

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Arielle Vasquez)

A F-15 Eagle soars through the sky Feb. 20 during the 2016 
Pacifi c Air Partners Open House at Andersen Air Force 
Base, Guam. The open house aimed to enhance public 
awareness of the military’s mission, equipment, facilities 
and personnel and to promote positive community relations.
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By Staff Sgt.
Alexander Riedel
Pacifi c Air Forces Public Affairs 
2/20/2016 - NORTHERN 
MARIANA ISLANDS — Mili-
tary members from six nations 
joined together for a humanitar-
ian assistance and disaster relief 
deployment throughout the 
region of the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands, 
Feb. 14-18.
 Th e deployment is part of 
Cope North 16, a multilateral 
exercise, including the U.S. Air 
Force and air forces from across 
the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region.
 Col. Brian Toth, CN16 lead 
for the U.S. Air Force, said 
the HA/DR portion enhances 
regional capabilities to respond 
to crises and lays the foundation 
for the expansion of regional 
cooperation in the face of re-
al-world contingencies.
 “Humanitarian assistance 
and disaster response is an awe-
some capability we can provide,” 
Toth said. “Th e ability to have 
our forces train together allows 
us to understand what each 
part brings to the response and 
what we can provide together to 
provide the aid any country in 
the region may ask for. 
 “It demonstrates our commit-
ment to working together with 
our coalition partner countries 
across the Pacifi c,” he continued. 
“We work well together and pro-
vide a strong presence — and we 
know we can rely on each other 
in a time of need.”
 Members from the U.S. Air 
Force, Navy and Coast Guard; 
partnered with the Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force; Royal Aus-
tralian Air Force; Republic of 
Korea Air Force as well as Royal 
New Zealand Air Force; and 
Philippine Air Force, reacted to 
a fi ctional yet realistic disaster 
scenario that was said to aff ect 
the Marianas region.
 “What we’re focusing on is 
interoperability, learning from 

one another how to better 
respond to disaster situations,” 
said Sharon Rohde, CN16 HA/
DR lead planner. “It’s about 
overcoming not only language 
barriers but diff erences to how 
we do business, whether that’s 
regulatory in nature or based 
on our understanding of the 
situation. We open up com-
munication and derive lessons 
learned to be better prepared in 
response to disaster.”
 Th e exercise scenario posed 
a severe impact from a typhoon 
traversing between the islands 
of Tinian and Rota, prompting 
CNMI to issue a simulated re-
quest for immediate assistance 
to Guam’s neighboring islands. 
During the HA/DR response, 
Guam acted as the hub for all aid 
eff orts. From Guam, crews trav-
eled to two deployed operation 
centers on “spoke” locations on 
Rota and Tinian. 
 Upon notifi cation of the emer-
gency, coalition units responded 
in a phased approach based on 
real-world response plans by 
deploying RAAF combat con-
trollers and Andersen AFB’s 36th 
Contingency Response Group 
teams to the islands to survey 
airfi eld conditions and establish 
security for incoming aid fl ights. 
 Th e notional disaster tested 
the main training objectives of 
airfi eld assessment team inser-
tion and substandard airfi eld 
operation. Bringing together 
Airmen from varying Air Force 
specialties, multi-lateral contin-
gency teams demonstrated their 
ability to assess and operate 
previously inaccessible airfi elds 
within 12 hours of notifi cation.
 “Contingency response of 
this type is one of our major 
functions,” said Lt. Col. Glenn 
Rineheart, 36th Mobility Re-
sponse Squadron commander 
and exercise mission com-
mander on Rota. “Cope North 
provides the ability for our 
Airmen to respond to a foreign 

location and operate only with 
those assets which were brought 
in order to surmount challenges 
with equipment and personnel 
and the environment. Th ere is a 
lot to be gained from operating 
away from main base.”
 Aft er declaring the airfi elds as 
safe, contingency teams provid-
ed continued communications 
and aerial port support to allow 
aircrews to deliver aid. Within 
hours of the airfi eld opening, 
coalition teams began set up 
of the Expeditionary Medical 
Support Health Response Team 
mobile hospital, which stands 
ready on Guam to deploy to 
real-world disasters.
Expeditionary medical teams 
deploy to save lives
 From emergency resuscita-
tion to life-preserving surgery, 
the teams are well-equipped 
and trained to handle a large 

variety of possible ailments, 
yet the priority for medics and 
nurses lies with triage and initial 
stabilization of patients. 
 “Th e EMEDS-HRT is the 
fi rst-line response package in 
the region,” said Staff  Sgt. Carlos 
Rance, a 36th Medical Group 
medical logistics contracting of-
fi cer. “We set up the ER tent fi rst, 
and within a 12 hour period we 
have a fully operational medical 
facility that allows our teams to 
treat more than 300 patients. 
During this exercise we get the 
opportunity to not only complete 
a full set up, from the box up, 
but doctors and medics also get 
valuable hands-on experience on 
what it’s like to operate exclusive 
with the equipment we carry.”
 Receiving a steady stream 
of typhoon victims who were 
hypothetically transported from 
Tinian for medical care, medical 

technicians and military doctors 
practiced real-time care pro-
cedures on simulated injuries 
ranging from burn wounds and 
open fractures to psychological 
distress and child delivery.
Focused on the patient
 When patient condition re-
quired a higher echelon of care, 
a team or fl ight nurses and med-
ical administrators ensured ex-
pedient aeromedical evacuation 
to a location with a fully func-
tioning hospital. 
 “Th e focus of this whole 
exercise is the patient,” said Aus-
tralian FLTLT Emma J. Dingle, 
a RAAF fl ight nurse and CN16 
aeromedical evacuation liaison. 
“It is really important for us to 
understand how each country 
functions, so that when we do 
have to come together for joint 
disaster responses, we can do 

18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron 
conducts aeromedical evacuation 
exercise during Cope North 2016

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Alexander W. Riedel)

^An aeromedical evacuation team of the Royal Australian and U.S. Air Force rushes to transfer a patient with simulated injuries from a U.S. Navy 
MH-60S Seahawk Feb. 17, at Andersen Air Force Base. 

SEE  18TH AES PAGE 9
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it smoothly and eff ectively and 
have the best outcome for the 
people who are in need of help.”
 Th e aeromedical evacuation 
exercises culminated with a 
joint rescue event Feb. 17. Coa-
lition search and rescue aviators 
located simulated downed air-
craft  crew in open waters off  the 
coast of Guam and subsequent 
rotary wing evacuation by U.S. 
Navy’s Helicopter Sea Combat 
Squadron 25.
Planning success through past 
lessons learned 
 For the fi rst time, interna-
tional HA/DR mission planners 
gathered during a two-day 
subject matter exchange and 
table top exercise before kick-
off . Airmen from three nations 
shared their experiences, 
failures and successes during 
responses as far ranging as the 
2011 Tsunami in Japan and the 
2015 earthquakes in Nepal. 
 “Th is year we added a ta-
bletop exercise, which allowed 
participants to collaborate 
before exercising,” Rhode said. 
“Th is facilitated discussion 
about actual disasters that oc-

curred in the Pacifi c and to hear 
that fi rsthand experience from 
somebody who was actually 
there and could speak to specifi c 
issues that occurred.” 
 Experts also discussed the 
integration with civilian agen-
cies that would take important 
roles in real disaster response 
situations, such as international 
civic aviation authorities and 
USAID coordinators. 
 “Typically the civilian re-
sponse agencies can handle 
most emergencies, even large 
once,” said Scott Aronson, 
senior USAID humanitarian 
assistance advisor to U.S. Pacifi c 
Command. “But the U.S. mil-
itary has unique abilities that 
either no one else has or nobody 
can deploy as quickly. We know, 
for instance, the CRGs capabili-
ties during an HA/DR event are 
likely one of the unique abilities 
we might call on. 
 “As the lead federal agency 
for disaster response, we partic-
ipated to make sure the exercise 
is realistic from our perspective 
and to have that face-to-face 
time with the people and 
agencies we will see in the fi eld,” 

Aronson continued. “Th e big-
gest challenge is understanding 
each other’s capabilities and 
Cope North allows both sides to 
see what the other brings to the 
table and how those things work 
together. Maintaining those 
relationships is essential.”
 Following the tabletop ex-
change, the teams practiced 
multinational interoperability 
during the stressful team build-
ing required during mission 
planning.
 “Th e planning group this 
year was incredible to see,” 
said RAAF Squadron Leader 
Chris O’Byrne, Australian HA/
DR scenario planning lead and 
exercise mission commander on 
Tinian. “When you see service 
members come together and 
realize that they’re talking about 
the same thing, while calling 
it by a diff erent name, and we 
notice that all the time; it’s an 
amazing thing to see.”
International interest rises
 Because of the resounding 
successes of HA/DR exercises in 
the past, an increased number 
of medical subject matter ex-
perts from Bangladesh, Canada, 

India, Indonesia, Malasia and 
Th ailand visited the HA/DR 
portion as observers this year 
to witness operations fi rsthand 
and gather information on how 
to improve or establish their 
own contingency programs.
 “Natural disasters are the 
‘when’ not the ‘if ’ of contingency 
scenarios and HA/DR is becom-
ing more and more important 
and recognized as a critical capa-
bility, which is why our partner 
nations have sent their observers 
to the tabletop and fi eld training 
exercises,” O’Byrne said. “During 
the conduct of the fi eld training, 
the observers saw the U.S.-led 
CRG in Rota and the Austra-
lian Contingency Response 
Squadron on Tinian, which will 
allow them to see how diff erent 
agencies would react.”
Success in numbers and 
increased interoperability
 Th rough eff ective use of its 
hub-and-spoke relief plan, the 
coalition teams successfully 
evacuated approximately 40 
patients, moving more than 
180 passengers, conducting 30 
airdrops and transporting more 
than 438,600 pounds of cargo 

from island to island, Rhode 
said.
 “Each year, this exercise has 
been getting more advanced,” 
she said. “We are learning more 
about what types of cargo can go 
on what types of aircraft  or what 
type of communication capabil-
ity each country uses. We learn 
it in the exercise and then when 
things really kick off , we are not 
starting from square one. We’re 
working in the interest of saving 
lives and no one country can 
do it all themselves, so it’s a lot 
easier to get on board and fi gure 
out the problem together.”
 Currently ongoing, this 
year marks the 87th iteration 
of exercise Cope North, which 
includes a long-standing, multi-
national HA/DR event designed 
to increase interoperability and 
develop a synergistic disaster 
response capability between 
the U.S. Air Force, Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force and Royal 
Australian Air Force. Th e sec-
ond half of Cope North will shift  
the focus to air combat training, 
which will including air-to-air 
and air-to-ground combat and 
large force employment training.

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Alexander W. Riedel)

   An aeromedical evacuation team of the Japan Air Self-Defense Force, Royal 
Australian Air Force and U.S. Air Force carries a patient with simulated injuries 
from a Navy MH-60S Seahawk to a waiting C-130 Hercules during a patient 
transfer training Feb. 17, at Andersen Air Force Base.

(Top left photo) Capt. Regan Will, a fl ight nurse with the 18th Aeromedical 
Evacuation Squadron, listens to instructions during a medical patient 
transfer exercise Feb. 17, at Andersen Air Force Base. Exercise Cope North 
16 enhances humanitarian assistance and disaster relief crisis response 
capabilities between six nations and lays the foundation for regional 
cooperation during real-world contingencies in the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region. 
The MH-60S is assigned to Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 25. The team 
conducted a simulated search and rescue exercise off the coast of Guam.

(Center photo) Capt. Melissa Cadorette, a fl ight nurse with the 18th 
Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron, coordinates loading of patients with 
simulated injuries onto an outbound C-130 Hercules, Feb. 15, during an 
expeditionary medical support exercise on the island of Rota.

(Right photo) Staff Sgt. Jesse Slater, an aeromedical evacuation technician 
with the 18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron, coordinates patient care 
with his team members Feb. 15, during an expeditionary medical support 
exercise aboard a C-130 Hercules on the island of Rota.

^
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Kadena and Camp Foster emergency 
numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 

everyone to program their cell phones 

with the emergency numbers. To report an 

emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-

5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For 

Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 

from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

Retro photo exhibition and discussion
The U.S. Consulate General Okinawa is 

sponsoring a cultural event March 12 at 

Music Town Oto Ichiba Music Plaza (1F) (Koza 

Music Town Okinawa City). Participants will 

experience the ways the U.S. has infl uenced 

Okinawan culture. Information about 

Okinawa’s history will be demonstrated with 

photographs. All ages are welcome. For more 

information, contact nahapas@state.gov. 

DTS post-deployment briefing 
The fi nance post-deployment DTS briefi ng 

will be cancelled until further notice due to 

the unavailability of the training/computer 

room.  Please contact your unit DTS ODTAs in 

order to get your DTS voucher accomplished. 

We apologize for the inconvenience. For 

more information, contact 1st Lt. Amy Bragg 

at 634-4000. 

2016 Presidential Primaries
2016 Presidential Elections are nearly 

underway. Register to vote now. Upcoming 

primaries by state are:

Feb. 27: South Carolina (Democratic)

March 1: Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, 

Massachusetts, Oklahoma, Tennessee, 

Texas, Vermont, Virginia

March 5: Louisiana

March 8: Michigan, Mississippi

March 15: Florida, Illinois, Missouri, North 

Carolina, Ohio

March 22: Arizona

For a full list go to: http://www.fvap.gov/

vao/vag/appendix/state-elections. For 

more information, visit the Kadena Voting 

Sharepoint site at:  https://kadena.eis.pacaf.

af.mil/18WG/programs/VAO/SitePages/

Home.aspx, or talk to your squadrons UVAO, 

or email vote.kadena@us.af.mil.

Kadena Tax Center Notice: Hours of 
Service
Seasonal services are offered at the Kadena 

Tax Center, Bldg. 1460 on Wilkins Street, 

located behind Eagle Hardware. 

-When does tax season start and end?

The tax offi ce opens to everyone beginning 

Feb. 1.

Appointments will be available for rental 

property, commanders, and teachers.

Tax Season Offi ce Hours:

Feb. 1-29: Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. (walk-in service only/drop-off/

appointments) 

March 1-31: Tuesday-Saturday from 9 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. (walk-in service only/drop-off/

appointments)

April 1 to May 15: Monday-Friday from 9 

a.m. to 2 p.m. (walk-in service only/drop-off/

appointments)

Appointment Line: 634-7418/098-961-7418 

(beginning Feb. 1)

*We do not prepare Home Business and 

Sale of Rental Property

-How can people get their taxes fi led?

They will need to bring in the following 

required documentation to complete a Tax 

Return:

- DOD/Military Identifi cation card 

- Power of Attorney (If electronic fi ling on 

behalf of your spouse)

- Social Security Number(s)

- Bank Routing and Account Number(s)

- Forms W-2 and 1099 (from all employers 

and fi nancial institutions)

- IRA*

- Rental Property (includes total income, 

mortgage interest, taxes, insurance and 

other related expenses)*

- Child Care Cost/Providers and their 

identifi cation numbers*

- Foreign Earned Income Exclusion*

- Sale of Residence (personal residence 

only)*

- Sale of Stocks/Mutual Funds 1099B or 

1099 Int/Div* 

* If applicable

Don’t have time to wait? We offer a drop off 

service for Simple Returns. Simply bring in all 

your tax documents and we will call you when 

your tax return is ready for review. (Drop-off’s 

are not accepted during Exercise and UEI 

inspection weeks.) For more information, call 

Christi Murphy at 634-7418.

Kadena Gift Corner job opportunities
Operations Manager Position Open. 

The Gift Corner is a non-profi t, charitable 

organization hiring an Operations Manager 

who will be responsible for managing the 

daily operations of Kadena Gift Corner. We’re 

looking for someone with retail experience 

and a heart for charity who also likes to 

travel. Stop by the Gift Corner to pick up your 

application. Kadena Gift Corner Marketing/

Floor Manager Position Open. The Gift 

Corner is a non-profi t, charitable organization 

hiring a Marketing/Floor Manager who 

will be responsible for storefront displays, 

advertising, volunteer coordinating and other 

daily procedures. We’re looking for someone 

interested in traveling, organizing and 

displaying. Stop by the Gift Corner to pick up 

your application. For more information, email 

kgc.manager@gmail.com

Job Opening: Schilling Driving School 
Instructor
The Schilling Community Center is in 

need of driving instructors for the Driver’s 

Education Program.  Instructor Certifi cation 

through American Driver and Traffi c Safety 

Education Association training is mandatory. 

Certifi cation can be attained through the 

Schilling Community Center. Job duties 

include teaching ADTSEA driving course 

curriculum in the classroom as well as 

providing Behind-the-Wheel instruction in 

school vehicles. For more information, call 

Joe Botulinski at 090-1947-3293/634-1387 or 

email at joseph.botulinski@us.af.mil. 

Japanese and English Conversation 
Group
Language exchange sessions are open to 

military members, DOD civilians, contractors 

and dependents over 17 years old, MLCs and 

IHAs. This group meets every Friday from 5-6 

p.m. at the Airman & Family Readiness Center. 

Sign up is required. For more information 

please call Nanako Misato at 634-3366.

Job opening for Japanese/English 
speaking piano teacher
The Kinser and Courtney Music School is 

in need of a friendly and kind piano teacher 

Monday through Friday from 1:30 – 6:30 

p.m. Applicant must be able to politely 

speak English and Japanese. Job duties 

include teaching piano and offi ce clerk 

responsibilities such as scheduling lessons, 

receiving payments, and answering phones. 

For more information, contact Shinichiro 

Maeda at 090 9782 0863 or maeda.

shinichiro@gmail.com.

Gospel style pianist needed Sundays at 
Chapel 3
Heather’s Chapel Staffi ng is accepting 

applications for Gospel Style Pianists.  

Rehearsals are Thursday evenings and 

Sunday services are from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

For more information, contact Heather 

Kleinwolterink at 080-6498-2291 or email 

heatherschapelstaffi ng.com or see the job 

posting and apply at heatherschapelstaffi ng.

com.
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Air Force Dragon Boat Team Practice
For all of those who are interested in joining 

the Air Force’s Dragon Boat Team, practice 

for February are held at the Fairchild Pool 

on Mondays and Wednesdays from 6-6:45 

p.m. and Wednesdays and Thursdays from 

5:15-6 a.m. This is not just for active duty, 

if dependents over the age of 18 want to 

attend they are more than welcome. For 

more information please contact Staff Sgt. 

Christopher Price at christopher.price.24@

us.af.mil or call DSN (315) 634-1945.

Kadena Youth Center has instructor 
opportunities 
The Youth Center is looking for motivated 

and talented instructors who are interested 

in teaching classes to youth. We offer a wide 

range of classes such as gymnastics, music, 

dance and martial arts. If we don’t already 

offer your particular specialty come see us, 

as we are interested in talking to you. We are 

also interested in contracting a computer 

geek. Come help us fi ll our youths minds with 

knowledge. For more information, call Warren 

Britton at 632-0500/098-961-0500.

Annual Volunteer Recognition 
Ceremony 2016 Nominations
Do you have an outstanding volunteer in 

your unit/agency that you want to recognize? 

Nominations are currently being accepted. 

For more information and nomination 

forms, contact Jeffrey Sweeney at jeffrey.

sweeney.1@us.af.mil  or 634-3366. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Kadena’s second annual base-wide 
video game tournament
Join us for our second base wide gaming 

tournament. This year’s games are Smash 4, 

NBA2K 16, and main event Street Fighter 5. 

Pre-register at kadenagamers@gmail.com. 

Must be above the age of 13 to volunteer for 

reffi ng, snack bar and entrance booth (need 

22 volunteers).  All we ask is for people to 

come out and have fun at the Chapel 2 annex 

at noon on March 5. We will have a snack bar 

with food and drink for sale, and the top three 

winners will receive a prize. Cost of entry for 

each team is either a $10 early registration 

or $15 at the door.  Free admission for 

spectators. For more information, contact 

Senior Airman Oliver Walker or Airman 1st 

Class Ivan Nunez at 634-4243.

Chapel Lent services
The Protestant Lent Services will be held 

every Wednesday from Feb. 17 – March 23 

from 6 - 7:30 p.m. at Chapel 2. Services will 

feature a video series on “The Path to the 

Cross” by Ran Vander Laan followed by a 

light meal. For more information, contact 

Capt. Craig Nakagawa at 090-3961-1169.

Pacesetters 5K Poker Run/Walk
The pacesetters club is holding the 

pacesetters 5k poker run/walk Feb. 27 

from 8-10 a.m. at behind the Risner Fitness 

Center. $15 for registration. Children under 

10 years old are free. Pet friendly. For more 

information, call Nikolaus Osborn at 080-

6486-5995 or email at nikolaus.osborn@

gmail.com. 

Top 3 Zumbathon Fundraiser 
The Special Operations Maintenance is 

holding Top 3 Zumbathon fundraiser March 

5 from 4-6 p.m. at the Risner Fitness Center. 

$10 donation per person. Limited take home 

items on fi rst come fi rst serve basis. For more 

information, call Master Sgt. LaCrystal Brown 

at 080-4331-4565/634-7593.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Kadena High School football program 
needs volunteers for weightlifting 
program 
The Kadena High School football program is 

looking for volunteers that would like to help 

out with its weightlifting program which starts 

Feb. 1 and ends May 20. Volunteers would be 

assigned one day out of the week to come in 

and monitor the prescribed workout for that 

day for correct form, effort and safety. There 

would be no more commitment than one day 

per week for about 60-90 minutes max per 

day unless the volunteer would choose to do 

more. The workouts would last from 2:15-3:45 

p.m. on Mondays through Fridays. Volunteers 

would motivate the athletes through their 

workouts, helping students write down their 

weight/sets/reps in their logs, and especially 

watching out for proper form and safety. The 

students will be on a prescribed program, 

but extra activities could be added if they 

fi nish early or feel that they could benefi t 

from more exercises. This will be a great 

opportunity for community members to earn 

volunteer hours and resume experience. For 

more information, email Coach Mendoza at 

sergio.mendoza@pac.dodea.edu. There is a 

volunteer packet and background check to 

process before being able to begin working 

at the high school.

Volunteers needed for Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
missions
Volunteers are needed for missions to Laos, 

Vietnam, Cambodia and Solomon Islands.  

Below are the guidelines necessary to 

participate in this exceptional opportunity.  

All volunteers must:

-Be approved by their commander via 

signed memorandum to proceed on a 45-60 

day TDY.

-Have a current fi tness score of 80 or 

greater.

-Possess an offi cial passport that is valid 

through 2016 -Be in the grade of E-5 through 

E-8 (Any AFSC).

- Member must not be in his/her AEF bucket 

or band to include training. 

**Senior Airmen can apply-Commander must 

include statement in memo that attests to 

the selected airman’s professionalism. These 

missions are funded by DPAA. For more 

information, contact Tech. Sgt Kenneth De 

Gracia at  449-8874 or at kenneth.degracia.1@

us.af.mil or email pacaf.a1rp@us.af.mil.

Volunteers Needed at Kadena Middle 
School
The KDMS Students Taking Academic 

Responsibility (STAR) Program is looking for 

30 volunteers to serve as mentors for the 

students. The duties will consist of assisting 

students with academic assignments who 

are enrolled in the STAR program. The 

volunteers will meet at Ryukyu/Kadena 

Middle School on Kadena Air Base Bldg 

1984. The attire will be Civilian clothing or 

uniform and aletter and/or Certifi cate of 

appreciation will be given.  All volunteers will 

receive a brief training prior to working with 

students.  We would prefer for volunteers to 

be able to commit to volunteering either on 

Wednesday or Thursday on a weekly basis. 

For more information, contact Natarsha 

Baker at  Natarsha.baker@pac.dodea.edu or 

at 634-0217.

EGGsplosion volunteers needed
The Schilling Community Center is looking 

for volunteers to assist with the annual 

Spring event, EGGsplosion 2016. Event 

date is March 26 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the 

Four Diamonds Sport Complex. For more 

information, call 634-1387/0694. 

Volunteers needed for the USO Kadena 
Center Volunteer Executive Committee
USO Kadena is looking for two outstanding 

individuals from each Squadron to be the 

voice of USO Kadena within their squadron. 

Duties will consist of fi nding volunteers 

within their Squadron to run the USO Kadena 

Center, planning and executing events, and 

must have at least 6 months left on station. 

For more information, contact Airman 1st 

Class Dildanges Sumang at dildanges.

sumang@us.af.mil or 634-4375.
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Kadena breaks ground 
on new NCO Club

US service members, inter-
national partners wow the 
crowds at Singapore Airshow

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

 (U.S. Air National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Shane Hughes)

^Col. Christopher Amrhein, 18th Wing vice 
commander, and Col. Debra Lovette, 18th Mission 
Support Group commander, dig into a pile of dirt during 
a ground breaking ceremony Feb. 24, at Kadena Air 
Base. The ceremony was held to begin construction 
on the new $47 million Rocker NCO club, which was 
closed for reconstruction at the beginning of 2016. A 
Shinto priest performed a traditional purifi cation ritual 
to ask the spirits for safety during the construction.

   A Shinto priest gives a traditional ceremonial 
blessing during a ground breaking ceremony Feb. 24, 
at Kadena Air Base. The ceremony was held to 
offi cially start the construction on the new Rocker 
NCO Club. The ceremony is customary for Japanese 
construction and the user of the facility is invited 
to take part. Leadership from Kadena’s 18th Wing 
participated in the ceremony, laying down fl owers and 
offi cially breaking the ground for the new NCO Club.

Guests enjoy shade provided by a KC-135 Stratotanker during the Singapore International 
Airshow, at Changi International Airport, Feb. 21. The show is focused on building strong 
relations between Singapore, U.S. and the international community.

^


