
Team Kadena aircrews 
perform infl ight
refueling

READ  USO  PAGE 2

An F-15C Eagle aircraft with the 44th Fighter 
Squadron approaches a KC-135 Stratotanker 
from the 909th Air Refueling Squadron 
to begin an infl ight refueling procedure, 
March 21, off the coast of Japan. The 44th 
FS and 909th ARS conducted an infl ight 
refueling exercise to demonstrate how 
tanker support can extend and prolong fl ight 
operations for U.S. and coalition aircraft.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

18th Wing performs combat 
aircraft generation exercise

Team Kadena welcomes USO 
tour party for meet and greet

F-15 Eagles from Kadena’s 44th Fighter Squadron taxi down the runway March 18, at Kadena Air Base. Members of 
the 44th FS participated in training to demonstrate Kadena’s air superiority and wartime readiness. 

Gen. Paul Selva, Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, greets Olivia Jackson, 3, and her mother Sara during 
a meet and greet at the Schilling Community Center March 14, at Kadena Air Base. Selva led a United Service 
Organizations Spring Visit tour with celebrity guests Betty Cantrell, Anthony Pettis, Donald Cerrone, Craig Morgan 
and Charles Tillman as part of the USO 75th Anniversary celebration.
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By Senior Airman 
Peter Reft
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/17/2016 — Miss America 
Betty Cantrell and other celebri-
ties signed autographs and took 
pictures with Team Kadena 
members at the Schilling Com-
munity Center during the 75th 
Anniversary United Service 
Organizations Spring Visit tour 
March 16.
 Airmen and their families 
took the opportunity to get au-
tographs and take group photos 
with Cantrell as well as Ultimate 
Fighting Championship fi ghters 
Donald Cerrone and Anthony 
Pettis, country music artist Craig 
Morgan, and Carolina Panthers 
cornerback Charles Tillman.
 “Ever since Tillman walked 
up to me and my son to take 
a selfi e with us aft er a football 
game, I’ve felt like he was a good 
person,” said Master Sgt. Terrell 
Owens, 353rd Special Opera-
tions Maintenance Squadron 
aircraft  structural maintenance 
craft sman. “Meeting him again 

on this USO tour only certifi ed 
his generous character to me,”
 U.S. Air Force Gen. Paul Sel-
va, Vice Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff , led the tour and 
made acquaintances with some 
Airmen.

 “It is an absolute honor to 
lead this tour around the world 
and join my special celebrity 
guests in celebrating the USO’s 
75-year history of standing by 
our side and taking care of us 
and our families,” said Selva.

 President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt sought to unite various ser-
vice organizations under one roof 
prior to America’s involvement in 
World War II in 1941. Th at orga-
nization became the USO, a con-
gressionally chartered volunteer 

program which provides support 
such as entertainment and travel 
support for U.S. military installa-
tions around the globe.
 USO staff  and thousands of 
volunteers operate more than 
160 centers worldwide.

Published by Eight Co., Ltd. a private fi rm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with the 18th Wing. The civilian en-
terprise Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services overseas.  Contents of Samurai Gate are not necessarily 
the offi cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or 
services advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not  constitute endorsement by the Depart-
ment of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight  Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised.  Everything advertised in this publication shall 
be made available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political af-
filiation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.   For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to info@samuraigate.jp

Offi cial Kadena Air Base inquiries: 18wg.papublicaffairs@us.af.mil   DSN:634-3813

   The U.S. Air 
Force Band of 
the Pacifi c-
Asia jazz 
ensemble 
perform the 
Hare and 
the Tortoise 
March 14, 
at Naha. 
The Pacifi c 
Showcase 
is known for 
its musical 
presentation 
and 
entertaining 
performances 
that build 
relations in 
the Indo-
Asia-Pacifi c 
theater. ^Okinawan teenagers take selfi es with U.S. Air Force Band of the Pacifi c-Asia 

members March 14, after the show at the Pallet Civic Theater in Naha. The Pacifi c 
Showcase jazz ensemble thanked attendees for attending their performance.(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

^Ultimate 
Fighting 
Championship 
athletes 
Anthony Pettis 
and Donald 
Cerrone sign 
autographs for 
a family.

Team Kadena welcomes USO 
tour party for meet and greet

Okinawans enjoy bigband jazz from PACAF Band

   Team Kadena members from the 18th Force Support 
Squadron and the 18th Security Forces Squadron meet 
with celebrities during a during a USO Spring Visit at 
the Schilling Community Center March 14, at Kadena 
Air Base. Miss America Betty Cantrell, Ultimate Fighting 
Championship stars Anthony Pettis and Donald Cerrone, 
country music artist Craig Morgan, and Carolina 
Panthers cornerback Charles Tillman showed their 
appreciation for Service members and their families as 
part of the USO’s 75th Anniversary celebration tour.

^

^
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By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/23/2016 — Lisa Vinacco has 
a busy schedule. Balancing a life 
fi lled with appointments, teaching, 
and family time is vital to main-
taining normalcy despite the strain 
of military life overseas.
 Vinacco, the 2015 Kadena Key 
Spouse of the Year, represents an-
other milestone in the long line of 
military mothers and spouses who 
balance a multitude of tasks, seem-
ingly at the same time, while taking 
care of the family in her family at 
home and in her squadron.
 Growing up as a military de-
pendent, Vinacco saw her mother 
give back to her military family in 
the spouses club while taking care 

of her at home. She saw the diff er-
ence her mother made in the lives 
of others.
 “I knew that’s what I wanted to 
do,” Vinacco said. “I saw the diff er-
ence that my mom made and just 
how passionate she was about that, 
and I wanted to have the opportu-
nity to do that too.”
 As a key spouse for the 18th Air-
craft  Maintenance Squadron, Vinac-
co works alongside fi ve other key 
spouses as a liason between spous-
es and leadership for a unit that has 
more than 500 active duty members.
 “We meet with the commander 
each month,” Vinacco said. “Th at’s 
not the norm for most squadrons. 
Th e leadership here is very passion-
ate about the program and helping 
their spouses, so at those meetings 
we get to talk to them about spouse’s 
concerns and how we can reach out 
and do diff erent things with them.”
 Vinacco said her role as a key 
spouse is to serve other spouses.
 “As I was coming on as a key 
spouse there was a big push to 
make quarterly calls,” she said. “So 
we have been trying our hardest 
to make sure we are aware of ev-
ery spouse in the squadron and 
that they each get a phone call ev-
ery quarter. Every few months we 
try to check in so it can give them 
a face to the squadron. Since it’s a 
huge squadron it can be very intim-
idating for the new spouses.”
 To make the transition to an 
overseas assignment easier for new 
spouses to the 18th AMXS, Vinac-

co and other key spouses host wel-
coming events.
 “Each month during permanent 
change of station season, we host a 
new spouse dinner so new spouses 
can meet with key spouses and oth-
er new spouses in an intimate set-
ting,” Vinacco said. “Th at way it’s 
not as intimidating when they go to 
the bigger events.”
 Vinacco is married to U.S. Air 
Force Capt. Michael Vinacco, 18th 
AMXS engineer, and supports him 
at home so he can focus on the mis-
sion at work.
 Capt. Vinacco said spouses are 
critical to the resiliency of their 
loved ones in the unit. 
“She is the bedrock of everything 
that I’m able to do. I wouldn’t be 
able to go to work. I wouldn’t be 
able to work for my maintainers if 
I didn’t know Lisa had everything 
under control at home.”
 To Capt. Vinacco, Lisa is the key 
to everything in his life.
 “She home schools the kids and 
is a part of the key spouses organi-
zation,” he said. “Everything out-
side of my work, she handles and 
does an amazing job with it. If it 
weren’t for her I couldn’t do half of 
what I do on a daily basis.”
 “It’s very nice to be recognized,” 
Vinacco said. “But I feel that any 
one of my fi ve fellow key spous-
es deserve to be recognized for the 
award also. We all have ideas and 
projects in mind, but without ev-
eryone’s support none of those can 
come to fruition.”

(Courtesy photo)

Kadena recognizes outstanding spouse Cope Tiger 16 
closing ceremony

(U.S. Air Force photos by Tech. Sgt. Aaron Oelrich)

^Republic of Singapore Air Force Brig. Gen. Hoo Cher Mou, chief of air force, 
Royal Thai Air Force Air Chief Marshal Treetod Sonjance, RTAF commander-
in-chief, and U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Micheal Compton, Air National Guard 
assistant to the commander at Pacifi c Air Forces from Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Hawaii, co-offi ciate the closing ceremony of Exercise Cope Tiger 16 on 
Korat Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand, March 18. Cope Tiger, which is in 
its 22nd year, is an annual multilateral aerial exercise supporting regional peace 
and security by improving readiness and multi-national interoperability between 
the Republic of Singapore Air Force, Royal Thai Air Force, and U.S. Air Force. 

   Pilots from 
the Republic of 
Singapore Air 
Force, the Royal 
Thai Air Force, 
and the U.S. Air 
Force stand in 
formation during 
the closing 
ceremony of 
Exercise Cope 
Tiger 16 on 
Korat Royal 
Thai Air Force 
Base, Thailand, 
March 18.

^
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By Tech. Sgt.
Aaron Oelrich
Pacifi c Air Forces Public Affairs
3/18/2016 - KORAT, Th ailand 
— Th e Combined civic action 
engagement allows participating 
countries in the Cope Tiger exer-
cise to give back and interact with 
the community surrounding Ko-
rat Royal Th ai Air Force Base.
 Th is year’s Cope Tiger partic-
ipants, from the Royal Th ai Air 
Force, the Republic of Singapore, 
and U.S. Air Force ensured stu-
dents from Th ong Chai Wittaya 
Primary School, had fresh, clean, 
cold water to drink by donating 
a water fi ltration system to the 
school. In addition to the water 
fi ltration system, the school also 
received medical supplies, school 
supplies and sports equipment 
from the three partner nations. 
 Airmen from the 67th Fighter 
Squadron and the 67th Aircraft  
Maintenances Unit from Kade-
na Air Base, Japan, took it step 
further and even contributed 
funds from their personal bank 
accounts to support the project.
 “I am blown away by the gen-
erous donations of U.S. Airmen 
participating in Cope Tiger, who 
together purchased ten water 
fountains and sports equipment 
for the Th ongchai Nue Wittaya 
Primary School,” said Lt. Col. 
Jack Arthaud, exercise director 
for the U.S. Air Force.
 Th e water fi ltration system will 
not only give the students fresh 

water to drink, it will enable the 
school to re-appropriate funds, 
which were usually reserved for 
purchasing bottled water.
 “Th e old water system was 
broken fi ve years ago when I 
started working here,” said Mr. 
Matee Kobtakhop, director 
of the Th ong Chai Wittaya 
Primary School. “We have been 
purchasing bottled water for the 
children to drink. But the cost of 
the bottled water exceeding the 
school’s budget and so we had to 
ask the teachers and parents to 
help pay for the water.”
 Kobtakop continued by saying 

the new water system will help 
the population surrounding the 
school by allowing them to have 
clean water to drink when special 
events are held at the school. 
 “I would like to thank the 
participants of Cope Tiger for 
giving our school the water sys-
tem,” said Kobtakhop. “We now 
have extra money in the budget 
to put toward other school im-
provements.” 
 Th e school’s staff  members, 
students, and people from the 
local community, commemo-
rate the improvement project 
with a celebration. 

 Th e Cope Tiger service 
members were greeted with 
local foods, performances from 
Students and the Royal Th ai Air 
Force Band. Aft er the ceremony, 
children were able to interact 
and learn more about the people 
fl ying and supporting exercise 
operations at the neighboring 
Royal Th ai Air Base.
 “Even more inspiring [then 
the generous donations of US 
Airmen participating in Cope Ti-
ger 16], was the way our men and 
women interacted, played soccer, 
and taught English to the stu-
dents,” said Arthaud. I couldn’t 

be more proud to be a part of this 
Cope Tiger team. Events like this 
demonstrate the lasting relation-
ship of the Th ai people and the 
United States Air Force.”
 Exercise Cope Tiger 2016 is 
a Pacifi c Air Forces-sponsored, 
joint multilateral fi eld training 
exercise involving U.S., Th ai, and 
Singaporean military forces. Its 
purpose is to reinforce relation-
ships by improving combined 
readiness and interoperability 
among military partners in the 
Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region. 
 Th e exercise is slated to con-
clude March 18.

Cope Tiger 16 participants aide local school, community

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Aaron Oelrich)

Airmen pose for a photo with students and staff members during 
the Exercise Cope Tiger 16 combined civic action engagement at 
Thong Chai Wittaya Primary School, Korat, Thailand, March 15.
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By Staff Sgt.
Melanie Holochwost
Air Force Special Operations
Command Public Affairs 
3/18/2016 - HURLBURT 
FIELD, Fla — Wounded, in-
jured or ill active-duty mem-
bers are invited along with their 
family members and caregiv-
ers to the Air Force Special Op-
erations Command Warrior 
C.A.R.E. Summit April 25-29 at 
an off -base resort near Hurlburt 
Field, Florida.
 Th is is a fully funded event, 
including lodging and meals. 
Participants will have dedicated 
time for networking, education, 
camaraderie, relaxation and in-
spiration.
 Th e purpose of the sum-
mit is to help build support for 
AFSOC wounded, injured or ill 
members, said Lisa Dunaway, 
AFSOC Warrior C.A.R.E. (Con-
nection, Awareness, Resources, 
Endurance) program manager.
 “Th is is a time for them to 
relax, learn more about them-
selves, and grow and support 
one another as a family,” Dun-
away said. “It helps to know that 
they are not alone in their jour-
ney, wherever they may be.”
 In addition to several keynote 
speakers, local and professional 
leaders will host break-out 

sessions on topics including in-
timacy, fi nances, medical care, 
resiliency and sleep.
 “We have an amazing team 
of people who are looking at the 
heart of the challenges our Air-
men and families may be fac-
ing,” said Dunaway. “AFSOC 
wants to give back to them – for 
the sacrifi ces they endured not 
only physically or mentally, but 
as a family.”
 Space is limited to 50 ac-
tive-duty members, Dunaway 
said. 
 “Th ey can attend alone or 
bring family members and 
caregiver with them,” she said. 
“Th ere isn’t a limit on the num-
ber of dependents they bring.” 
 Military members will trav-
el on Preservation of the Force 
and Family-funded TDY orders 
with leadership approval.
 Th e Warrior C.A.R.E. pro-
gram ensures family members 
and caregivers are linked to oth-
ers who are facing similar ob-
stacles. Th e program increases 
their awareness of available as-
sets on and off  base, locally and 
nationally. 
 For more information about 
the Warrior C.A.R.E. program, 
visit www.facebook.com/groups/
afsocwcs2016 or email afsoc.
potff caib@us.af.mil.

AFSO announces 
Warrior C.A.R.E. 
Summit

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Rosalie Chang)

Team Kadena celebrates Women’s 
History Month with luncheon

NMCB 
Activities

Lt. Col. Laura Goodman, 
718th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron 
commander, speaks 
about the importance of 
Women’s History Month 
during a luncheon at 
the Shilling Community 
Center ballroom, March 
18, at Kadena Air Base. 
Women’s History Month 
committee members 
hosted the luncheon, 
which focused on 
“Working to Form a More 
Perfect Union: Honoring 
Women in Public Service 
and Government.”

Navy Expeditionary Combat Command (NECC), 
Commodore Rear Adm. Frank Morneau speak 
with Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 4 
and NMCB 3 command triads during his visit 
to the Alfa Company spaces on Camp Shields 
in Okinawa. NMCB 4 is the forward deployed 
pacifi c NMCB ready to support Major Combat 
Operations and Humanitarian Assistance/
Disaster Relief operations and to provide 
general engineering and civil support to Navy, 
Marine Corps and joint operational forces. 
Homeported out of Port Hueneme, Calif., 
NMCB 4 has 15 detachment sites deployed 
throughout the United States and Pacifi c area 
of operations, including Cambodia, Diego 
Garcia, Guam, Japan, Philippines, Republic of 
Korea and Timor Leste. 
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By Military Health System 
Communications Offi ce, 
Defense Health Agency
3/18/2016 — Going for an aft ernoon jog 
and participating in aft erschool sports are 
parts of daily life for millions of children. 
Most times, these activities are healthy and 
harmless, but without proper safety mea-
sures, traumatic brain injuries (TBI) are a 
possibility. A trip and fall could result in 
a head bump, as could a collision during 
a sporting event. In both cases, a mild 
TBI, also known as a concussion, could 
be the outcome. Injuries of this nature are 
common and can be scary, but parents 
and adults can take steps to improve safety 
and reduce injuries in children.
 “Brain injuries don’t discriminate 
based on age,” said Dr. Scott Livingston, 
director of education at the Defense and 
Veteran Brain Injury Center (DVBIC). 
“Children defi nitely are not immune. In 
fact, a very large percentage of emergen-
cy room department visits each year are 
for children who suff ered a brain injury.”
 According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), more 
than 2 million Americans, including 
more than 500,000 children, suff ered 
some form of TBI in 2010. Falls, assaults, 
traffi  c accidents and unintentional hits 
to the head with some sort of object 
are the most common causes of these 
injuries. Th e majority of TBIs are mild, 
labeled concussions, and the prognosis 
for a full recovery is excellent. Bicycle 
accidents, football collisions, playground 

injuries and all-terrain vehicle mishaps 
are common causes of TBI in children 
and adolescents. “Playing sports is cer-
tainly one of the places where kids might 
encounter a mild trauma when they run 
into somebody else or hit a goal post,” said 
Dr. Marc DiFazio, a pediatric neurologist 
at Children’s National Medical Center in 
Washington, D.C., and an Army reservist.
 Parents and children can reduce the 
chance of a TBI by taking certain precau-
tions. DiFazio says that prevention of head 
injuries includes properly using sports 
equipment and protective gear, such as 
helmets, and using common sense and 
following safety instructions. DiFazio and 
Livingston said the pros of being involved 
in sports outweigh the cons, and that 
recreational activities can make children 
physically and mentally healthier.
 “Exercise and sports participation are 
highly benefi cial for our children,” said 
DiFazio on the importance of physical 
exercise, and that being fi t and healthy 
can reduce the chance of injury. “We 
don’t need to unduly shelter our kids.”
 He added that parents should not over-
react because most concussions, if healed 
properly, cause no permanent damage. 
Extended periods of rest, not participating 
in school or activities, and preventing chil-
dren from playing sports altogether can 
negatively aff ect the child by causing de-
pression, obesity and other medical issues. 
Children should interact with friends, be 
physically active, and not remain isolated 
if symptoms are improving.

 “Concussions are not one size fi ts all,” 
said DiFazio. “Th ey [children] shouldn’t be 
unnecessarily restricted for a long period. 
If they are allowed to engage and be social, 
it can actually hasten their recovery.”
 While preventative measures do help 
reduce the chances of an injury, no injury 
is entirely preventable. If a child does suf-
fer a blow to the head, parents and adults 
should look for certain symptoms that in-
dicate the child is concussed. Headache, 
dizziness, and a change in level of con-
sciousness are all common symptoms of 
concussions. A concussed person might 
also experience confusion and have diffi  -

culty remembering the injury. If children 
are experiencing any of these symptoms, 
they should seek medical attention and 
rest for at least 24 hours before gradually 
resuming normal cognitive and physical 
activities. Livingston said that if children 
do not fully recover, they are at risk of a 
subsequent injury.
 “Th e most straightforward approach 
is education,” said Livingston on pre-
venting TBIs. “It’s important children 
understand the dangers of head injuries.”
 For resources and additional infor-
mation on concussions and other TBIs, 
please visit the DVBIC Web page.

Traumatic brain injury 
is an all-ages threat

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Jim Araos)

(U.S. Air Force graphic by Steve Thompson)

^Educating your children about head injuries and making sure they use safety equipment properly can help reduce 
concussions and other forms of brain injuries.
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Yomitan Home 
¥215,000/
month.
4 bedrooms,
2 baths.
Has a small 
yard.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Takahara Apt 
¥180,000/
month.
3 bedrooms,
1 bath.
10 minutes 
from Kadena.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Chibana 
Duplex
¥180,000/
month.
3 bedrooms,
1.5 bath.
10 minutes out 
Kadena Gate 2.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Okinawa home 
¥198,000/
month.
3 bedrooms,
1 bath.
Close to 
Expressway 
exit 5.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Okinawa 
mansion 
¥400,000/
month.
5 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths. 
2136 sq feet. 
7 minutes to 
gate 2.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

Kadena Home 
¥165,000/
month.
1 bedroom,
1 bath.
5 Minutes from 
Gate 3.

ACE family Housing 098-929-1808

By Cheryl Pellerin
Defense Media Activity
3/21/2016 - WASHINGTON — Defense 
Secretary Ash Carter has named a new 
commander for U.S. Northern Com-
mand to be confi rmed by the Senate. If 
confi rmed, the new Northern Command 
chief will be the fi rst woman to lead a 
U.S. combatant command.
 Carter made the announcement to 
pick Gen. Lori J. Robinson during a 

media interview March 18. President 
Barack Obama has approved the choice 
and will nominate her to the Senate, the 
secretary said.
 Robinson now commands Pacifi c Air 
Forces and is the air component com-
mander for U.S. Pacifi c Command.
 She’s also executive director of the Pa-
cifi c Air Combat Operations staff  at Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam in Hawaii.
PACAF is responsible for Air Force activ-
ities spread over half the globe in a com-
mand that supports more than 46,000 
Airmen serving mainly in Japan, Korea, 
Hawaii, Alaska, and Guam.
 Robinson also is a senior air battle 
manager with more than 900 fl ight hours 
in the E-3B/C airborne warning and con-
trol system aircraft  and the E-8C joint 
surveillance target attack radar system 
aircraft .
 Th e general, Carter said, “has very 
deep operational experience, is now run-
ning the air forces in the Pacifi c, which is 
a very challenging place for the Air Force 
and a very intense operational tempo.”
 Naming the fi rst female combatant 
commander, Carter added, demonstrates 
“that we have coming along now a lot of fe-
male offi  cers who are exceptionally strong. 
Lori certainly fi ts into that category.”

Robinson tapped to be first female combatant commander
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By Rick Rzepka
U.S. Army Garrison – Okinawa Public Affairs
3/21/2016 - TORII STATION — Every 
Wednesday, Japanese security guards here 
enhance their skills during U.S. Army 
Garrison – Okinawa’s law enforcement 
training sessions, where they drill on myr-
iad of techniques and tactics to keep the 
installation and its workforce safe.
 Rain or shine, the security guards pol-
ish their tradecraft  in lethal and non-lethal 

tactics including: expandable baton tech-
niques, shoot/don’t shoot, crowd dynam-
ics and crowd control, open-hand control 
techniques and communication skills. 
 “Th is training is important so that the 
security guards keep their edge to pro-
tect the Soldiers and civilians within US-
AG-O and [Defense Logistics Agency] 
facilities,” said Physical Security Special-
ist Joe Starzy. “Th e take away for the se-
curity guards is to keep tactically and 

physically profi cient in their law enforce-
ment and security-related duties.”
 Starzy, a non-lethal weapons instruc-
tor and retired Marine with 25 years of 
law enforcement experience, said that 
the Japanese guards make up the major-
ity of the security forces here and are the 
face of installation security.
 “People really don’t realize how much 
they truly do for us,” said Starzy. “Th ey 
are the true eyes and ears for all of 

USAG-O, rain or shine … they stand and 
man our gates.”
 Th e security guards who keep Torii Sta-
tion safe, realize the importance of their 
mission and appreciate the one-team con-
cept that Starzy and the garrison embrace. 
 “Our Job is important because the 
world’s security level has changed and we 
need to protect our
 American and Japanese Families,” said 
Security Chief Yasushi Nagamine.

Japanese security guards 
vital to garrison operations

 (U.S. Army photos by Rick Rzepka)

The security guards who keep Torii Station safe, realize the importance of their mission and 
appreciate the one-team concept that Starzy and the garrison embrace. “I felt his passion to 
making us professional, I could focus on training and have a true understanding of why we 
need to train,” said Tsuyoshi Tamashiro, Security Guard.



Kadena and Camp Foster emergency 
numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 

everyone to program their cell phones 

with the emergency numbers. To report an 

emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-

5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For 

Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 

from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

Degraded CAC/ID Card Issuing System 
Connectivity
The Kadena MPS CAC/ID Card Issuing offi ce 

is currently experiencing system degradation 

and connectivity issues to RAPIDS/DEERS 

systems resulting in an extended wait time 

for CAC and ID Cards to be issued for any 

scheduled appointments and walk-in visitors. 

These connectivity issues can also result 

in the inability to create/issue CAC/ID card, 

if system fails to connect or disconnects 

while creating your CAC/ID card during your 

scheduled appointment. If you have a CAC/

ID card appointment at the Kadena MPS, 

you may arrive at your scheduled time with 

the understanding that the system may be 

experiencing connectivity issues resulting in 

an extended wait time, a recommendation 

to proceed to another CAC/ID card issuing 

facility or to schedule another appointment at 

a later date, if the system is not accessible. 

Below is a list of CAC/ID card issuing facilities 

on island. They may issue CAC/ID cards 

in emergency situations, however, please 

contact the facility for additional information. 

For more information or to check the status of 

the Kadena MPS system connection, contact 

the MPS Customer Support offi ce at 634-

4537. 

Okinawa ID card issuing facilities:
Torii Station:  Bldg. 216, Rm 116.  644-4125.   

Hours of operation are Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday from 8 a.m.-noon only.  Walk-ins 

only; Army personnel have priority for service. 

Navy PSD on Kadena:  Bldg. 3593.  634-6326.  

Hours of operation are Monday through 

Friday from 8 a.m.- 3:30 p.m. by appointment.  

Walk-ins only: Monday through Friday from 

11 a.m. – 1 p.m.  

Marine ID card facilities:
Hours of operation are Monday through 

Friday from 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. except 

Thursday from 7:30 – 11:30 a.m. only.  Closed 

for lunch daily from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. All by 

appointment.  Walk-ins are allowed; however, 

appointments have priority:

Camp Foster: Bldg. 5692, Rm 204. 645-4038.  

MCAS Futenma: Bldg. 418.  636-6615.  

Camp Kinser: Bldg. 107, Rm 177.  637-1086.    

Camp Courtney: Bldg. 4206.  622-3001.   

Camp Hansen: Bldg. 6253.  623-4749  

Camp Schwab: Bldg. 3509, Rm 110. 625-

1101 

For more information, contact Senior Master 

Sgt. Burnett at 634-9407.

MPS Extended Services
Extended walk-in services on the 2nd and 

4th Wednesdays of each month will resume 

March 23. The military personnel section 

will close at 6 p.m. on that day. For more 

information, call Senior Master Sgt. Fabrienne 

Burnett at 634-9407.

Air Force Assistance Fund (AFAF) 
Campaign
The annual AFAF campaign will be accepting 

contributions from March 21 through Apr. 29 in 

support of the Air Force Aid Society, General 

and Mrs. Curtis E. LeMay Foundation, the 

Air Force Village, and the Air Force Enlisted 

Village charities. Our base goal is $127,441, 

and you should see your Key Workers visiting 

your work center to answer any questions 

you may have.  Gen. Cornish and Chief 

Hoffman would like everyone to give serious 

consideration to contributing to these four 

worthy charities. Thank you in advance for 

your contributions. For more information, 

contact Master Sgt. Palle at 630-1998.

Kadena Thrift Store Employment 
Opportunity: Store Manager-in-Training
The Okinawa Enlisted Spouses’ Club (OESC) 

Thrift Store on Kadena (Bldg. 859) is a 

non-profi t, charitable organization hiring a 

Manager-in-Training who will be responsible 

for assisting the manager in daily operations 

of the Thrift Store. Seeking an individual with 

retail management experience and non-profi t 

knowledge and/or experience. Position open 

until fi lled or April 6. For more information, 

email Tonya Parker at tjgreen323@gmail.com 

or call at 080-4068-4959 or stop by the Thrift 

Store (Bldg.859).  

Education Office lunch time closure
The Kadena Base Education Offi ce will be 

closed for an offi ce function on Apr. 1 from 

11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.  For more information, 

contact the Education Offi ce at 634-1500.

Housing Office Closure
The Kadena DOD Family Housing Offi ce, 

Camp Kinser Offi ce, Furnishing Management 

Offi ce and FMO Self-Help will be closed 

Wednesday, March 30 for an offi cial function. 

For emergency assistance, please contact 

634-HOME (4663). For more information, 

contact Josephine Robinson at 634-0582.

Airman and Family Readiness Center 
Closure
The Airman and Family Readiness Center will 

be closed from 12-5 p.m. on Friday, March 

25 for staff training. For more information, 

contact Lorrie Perkins at 634-3366.

Kadena Tax Center: free tax preparation
The Kadena Legal Offi ce offers year-round 

tax preparation. During tax season, these free 

services are offered at the Kadena Tax Center, 

Bldg. 1460, on Wilkins Street behind Eagle 

Hardware. To get there from Douglas Ave., 

turn onto the road between Eagle Hardware 

and the gas station. Make a left at the

dead-end. The building will be on your right.

Hours for walk-in, drop-off, or appointments:

March 1 - 31: Tuesday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Apr. 1 – May 15: Monday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Saturday hours are open for appointments 

only, which are available for commanders, 

for people who own rental property, and 

for teachers. Please call DSN 634-7418 

or commercial 098-961-7418 to make an 

appointment or to ask questions.

Documents you need to bring:

- DOD/Military ID card 

- Power of Attorney (if e-fi ling on behalf of 

your spouse)

- SSN of you and your spouse (if e-fi ling on 

their behalf)

- Bank Routing and Account Number(s)

- Forms W-2 and 1099 (from all employers 

and fi nancial institutions)

If you have documents relating to the 

following circumstances, you need to bring 

them too: IRA, rental property, child care 

(costs and the child care providers’ tax ID 

numbers), foreign earned income exclusion, 

sale of personal residence, sale of stocks/

mutual funds documents (1099B or 1099 Int/

Div). *Our apologies, but we do not prepare 

taxes for home businesses or sale of rental 

properties. For more information, contact 

Mrs. Murphy at 634-7418.

Post Office Closure
The Post Offi ce will be closed on Friday, Apr. 

8 at 1 p.m. for an offi cial function. For more 

information, call 634-5098.

Provost Marshal’s Office Joint Service 
Vehicle Registration announcement of 
limited services and closure
March 29 – Automobile License Plate 

Association (ALPA) and the AAFES inspection 

lane will be closed in the morning due to a 

scheduled power outage.  Normal business 

Continued on PAGE 11
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will resume at 12:30 p.m. / Apr. 1 – Issuance 

of FY16 road tax decals will commence. 

/ Apr. 4 – Government of Japan (GoJ) Final 

Inspector is unavailable and will return Apr. 

5 for fi nal inspections. / Apr. 8 – Government 

of Japan (GoJ) Final Inspector is available for 

fi nal inspections. / Apr. 29 – Japanese holiday, 

Automobile License Plate Association (ALPA) 

and the AAFES inspection lane will be closed.  

JSVRO will secure at noon for training and will 

reopen May 2, 7:30 a.m. Please call JSVRO at 

DSN 645-7481 with any questions.

Civilian Summer Hire Program
Part-time (20hrs/week) Clerk and Laborer 

Positions are available at various activities on 

Kadena Air Base. Summer Hire program will 

run from Jun. 20 - Aug 12. Applications and 

instructions are available at www.kadenafss.

com (Click Kadena Life and Careers, then 

Careers, then CPS) Applications will be 

accepted May 2 - 6, from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

at the Civilian Personnel Offi ce, Customer 

Service, Bldg 721A, 2nd fl oor.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Women’s History Month Events
The 18th Wing Women’s History Month 

Committee has planned a wide array of events 

to celebrate Women’s History Month, please 

contact POCs for additional information.

March 31 at 5 p.m. - (Wing building) 

Retreat Ceremony — Senior Master Sgt. 

Sheronne King. Women’s History Month 

Executive Council Leads: Tech. Sgt. Tonya 

Poole/634-2625 and Tech. Sgt. Jennifer 

Diven/634-9696　For more information, 

contact Tech. Sgt. Tonya Poole at 634-2625

Protestant Community Good Friday 
Service
A Good Friday Protestant Church service will 

be held March 25 at 6 p.m. at Chapel 2. For 

more information, contact Estrella Bre ‘Dell at 

634-2214.

Easter Sunrise Worship
An Easter Sunrise Workshop will be held 

March 27, from 6 to 7 a.m. at the Kadena 

Marina. Baptisms are available; see your 

Chaplain to qualify. Dress attire is casual 

and refreshments will be provided. It is 

recommended to bring chairs or blankets. For 

more information, contact Estrella Bre ‘Dell at 

634-2214.

What is Air Force Association?
The Air Force Association Keystone Chapter 

is holding its monthly meeting on March 30 

at the Schilling Community center from 11:30 

a.m. -12:30 p.m. There will be free pizza and a 

guest speaker to inform you on what the AFA 

is and how you can become involved. Please 

invite your family and friends. For more 

information, contact Tech. Sgt. Brian Klatt at 

634-2175.

Kadena Air Base Sexual Assault 
Awareness Prevention Month’s “Take 
Back The Night”
This is a march from the new SAPR Bldg 128 

to Chapel 2 for a candle vigil. Event will be 

April 29 at 6 p.m. Volunteers are needed as 

well.　For more information, contact Sophia 

Williams at 634-4894.

NNOA Scholarship Golf Tournament
The National Naval Offi cers Association 

is hosting a Scholarship Fund for local 

graduating high school students April 15 at 

the Banyan Tree Golf Course. Check-in is at 

6 a.m. and tee off is at 7 a.m.  There will be 

prizes for the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners. 

Registration is $60 per person and includes 

18 holes of golf, green and golf cart fees. 

All proceeds go toward the NNOA Okinawa 

Chapter Scholarship fund for local high 

school graduates. The registration deadline is 

April 1.　For questions or to register contact 

Anthony Yarbrough at yarbroughad@hotmail.

com, Shantel Davis at se7enc7ub@gmail.com 

or Lakyra Pharms at lpharms@indiana.edu.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteers needed for Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
missions
Volunteers are needed for missions to Laos, 

Vietnam, Cambodia and Solomon Islands.  

Below are the guidelines necessary to 

participate in this exceptional opportunity.  

All volunteers must:

-Be approved by their commander via 

signed memorandum to proceed on a 45-60 

day TDY.

-Have a current fi tness score of 80 or greater.

-Possess an offi cial passport that is valid 

through 2016 - Be paygradeE-5 through E-8 

(Any AFSC).

- Member must not be in his/her AEF bucket 

or band to include training.

**Senior Airmen can apply - Commander 

must include statement in memo that attests 

to the selected airman’s professionalism 

These missions are funded by DPAA. For 

more information, contact Tech. Sgt Kenneth 

De Gracia at  449-8874 or at kenneth.

degracia.1@us.af.mil or email pacaf.a1rp@

us.af.mil.

Kadena High School football program 
needs volunteers for weightlifting 
program 
The Kadena High School football program is 

looking for volunteers that would like to help 

out with its weightlifting program which starts 

Feb. 1 and ends May 20. Volunteers would be 

assigned one day out of the week to come in 

and monitor the prescribed workout for that 

day for correct form, effort and safety. There 

would be no more commitment than one day 

per week for about 60-90 minutes max per 

day unless the volunteer would choose to do 

more. The workouts would last from 2:15-3:45 

p.m. on Mondays through Fridays. Volunteers 

would motivate the athletes through their 

workouts, helping students write down their 

weight/sets/reps in their logs, and especially 

watching out for proper form and safety. The 

students will be on a prescribed program, 

but extra activities could be added if they 

fi nish early or feel that they could benefi t 

from more exercises. This will be a great 

opportunity for community members to earn 

volunteer hours and resume experience. For 

more information, email Coach Mendoza at 

sergio.mendoza@pac.dodea.edu. There is a 

volunteer packet and background check to 

process before being able to begin working 

at the high school.

Volunteers Needed at Kadena Middle 
School
The KDMS Students Taking Academic 

Responsibility (STAR) Program is looking for 

30 volunteers to serve as mentors for the 

students. The duties will consist of assisting 

students with academic assignments who are 

enrolled in the STAR program. The volunteers 

will meet at Ryukyu/Kadena Middle School 

on Kadena Air Base Bldg 1984. The attire 

will be Civilian clothing or uniform and 

aletter and/or Certifi cate of appreciation will 

be given. All volunteers will receive a brief 

training prior to working with students. We 

would prefer for volunteers to be able to 

commit to volunteering either on Wednesday 

or Thursday on a weekly basis. For more 

information, contact Natarsha Baker at  

Natarsha.baker@pac.dodea.edu or at 634-

0217.

Volunteers needed for the USO Kadena 
Center Volunteer Executive Committee
USO Kadena is looking for two outstanding 

individuals from each Squadron to be the 

voice of USO Kadena within their squadron. 

Duties will consist of fi nding volunteers within 

their Squadron to run the USO Kadena Center, 

planning and executing events, and must 

have at least 6 months left on station. For 

more information, contact Airman 1st Class 

Dildanges Sumang at dildanges.sumang@

us.af.mil or 634-4375.

On Sunday, April 3, some 30 of Okinawa’s 
leading grilled food and beverage vendors 
will come together at Toguchi Beach in 
Yomitan Village where the fi rst edition of 
Th e Grillers, a American-style BBQ festi-
val, will take place. Th e delightful aroma 
of meats and seafood cooked over coals or 
fi rewood will reel you in and you won’t be 
able to resist the delicious temptations! Th e 
drink selection includes a variety of craft  
beer, champagne, awamori and also whiskey. 
In addition, live music performances will 
be sure to add to the sizzling atmosphere. 

Out&About page is paid advertisement

Samurai Gate’s hot pick of the latest island goings-on

The Grillers

Place: Toguchi Beach in Yomitan Village
Time: Noon-7:00 p.m   Admission free 
Temporary parking is available at the Toguchi 
Community Center, Aeon Town Yomitan and the 
Yomitan Village Offi ce, from where free shuttle 
service operates to the event venue. 

The Grillers
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18th Wing performs combat 18th Wing performs combat 
aircraft generation exerciseaircraft generation exercise

44th Aircraft Maintenance Unit Airmen 
scramble to prepare F-15 Eagles during a 
no-notice exercise March 18, at Kadena 
Air Base. 44th AMXS Airmen practice for 
situations like these through regular training 
and weapons load crew competitions.

^44th Aircraft Maintenance Unit Airmen equip an F-15 Eagle with fl ares in 
the early morning March 18, at Kadena Air Base. 18th Wing Airmen prepare 
with no-notice exercises to train like they would fi ght.

^18th Munitions Squadron Airmen move AIM-9X Sidewinder missiles to the 
fl ight line during a no-notice exercise March 17, at Kadena Air Base. 18th MUNS 
Airmen are prepared night or day to transport munitions quickly and safely.

^Airman 1st Class Troy Stephenson, 18th Munitions Squadron, reads over 
safety procedures before preparing to move munitions during a no-notice 
exercise March 17, at Kadena Air Base. 18th MUNS Airmen train like they would 
fi ght night or day.

18th Wing performs combat 
aircraft generation exercise

U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Omari Bernard


