Spouses compete in
Kadena’s Amazing Race

JAAGA civic leaders
tour Kadena Air Base

Chief Master Sgt. Charles Hoffman, 18th Wing command chief
master sergeant, speaks to spouses at the opening ceremony
for Team Kadena Spouses’ Amazing Race Feb. 23, at Kadena
Air Base. The race consisted of multiple events that tested the
competitors in different ways.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

Members of the Japan-American Air Force Goodwill Association tour an HH-60
Pavehawk and learn about its capabilities Feb. 26, at Kadena Air Base. JAAGA, an
organization made up of Japan Air Self-Defense Force and community leaders,
received mission briefs and a tour of the base in an effort to better understand the
mission and capabilities of Kadena.

MORE JAAGA PHOTOS PAGE 12

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

By Airman 1st Class
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs

3/1/2016 — Military spouses
competed and raced against
time in the base-wide Team
Kadena Spouses’ Amazing Race
from Feb. 23-25.
It was a scene of chaos,
people running everywhere,
franticly searching and shouting with excitement.
Spouses were grouped according to what squadron their
service members were from
and worked together to see who
could complete the challenges
the fastest.
“Team
Kadena
Spouses’

Amazing Race gave spouses an
opportunity to work together and
get to know other spouses within
their squadron, or in some cases,
spouses from other squadrons,”
said Trenna Hart, Kadena Amazing Race organizer.
The race began with a flag
ceremony and competition,
where spouses made flags
for their units and linked the
history of the units into their
creation. The spouses of 18th
Maintenance Group won the
first stage of the competition.
After the flag ceremony,
the first hint was given for the
location they needed to find.
Herds of spouses could be

seen running around the base
searching for clue after clue
until the next challenge was
located.
Some of the challenges
consisted of problem-solving
skills, tactical tests, aircraft recognition, searching and finding
objects and guiding teammates
through obstacles.
The challenges were as much
physical as they were mental.
Driven by competitive spirit,
spouses figured out the faster
they raced to their location
meant the sooner they get on to
the next challenge.
“It was very challenging for
me,” said Amy Jo Selby, 44th

USAF officer receives
prestigious Order of
Saint Barbara

SEE AMAZING RACE PAGE 2

Kadena plays host for Read Across America

(Courtesy photo)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Zackary A. Henry)

Col. Christopher Amrhein, 18th Wing vice commander, speaks to students of Amelia Earhart Intermediate School during a
Read Across America event, Feb. 29, at Kadena Air Base. Read Across America is a year-round program that focuses on
motivating children and teens to read through events, partnerships and reading resources.

U.S. Army Maj. General Jim Pasquarette, U.S. Army Japan and I Corps (Forward)
commander, presents the Order of Saint Barbara medal to Lt. Col. Daniel Biehl, 623rd Air
Control Flight commander, Feb. 19, at Camp Foster. The award, usually reserved for U.S.
Army and Marine Corps artillerymen, was presented to Biehl for demonstrating the highest
standards of integrity and moral character, displaying an outstanding degree of professional
competence and contributing to the promotion of the Field Artillery or Air Defense Artillery.

READ ORDER OF SAINT BARBARA PAGE 2
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AMAZING RACE FROM PAGE 1
Fighter Squadron spouse. “I don’t
run. I’m very out of shape and I had
to run a lot. The most challenging
thing was keeping everybody together; level-headed and not freaking out. Like ‘This is for fun, this is
for fun, don’t freak out; everything
is fine, we’re going to make it, we’re
going to do it.’ I had so much fun!”
All of these events led up to the
contestants receiving first and second place prizes, which were silver
and gold running shoes. The 961st
Airborne Air Control Squadron
received the first place prize for the
competition.
To conclude all of the events of
the race, a dining-in was held for
the spouses. This provided them
with a chance to socialize without
the pressure of the race.
The dining-in also featured a table decorating competition. Teams
were given a few supplies to decorate their tables. The tables featured
elaborate decorations, each having
a link to their respective unit.
Throughout all of the events
of Kadena’s Amazing Race and
dining-in, friendships were formed
among the participants and fun was
had by all.
“Everyone needs a friend, especially when stationed overseas,” said
Hart. “We hope that friendships
were made during this last week
that will carry over into everyday

^ Staff Sgt. Kyle Brotherton, 18th Component Maintenance Squadron F-15
Eagle crew chief, assists spouses from the 44th Fighter Squadron with a
challenge during Team Kadena Spouses’ Amazing Race Feb. 24, at Kadena
Air Base. During this particular challenge, team members had to arrange a
set of tools correctly and find a tool that was incorrectly labeled.

Spouses work through a challenge during Team
Kadena Spouses’ Amazing Race Feb. 25.
(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

life. People enjoy assignments where
they are connected and plugged in.
Kadena’s Amazing Race was an
opportunity to do both.”
The bonds formed by the challenges brought the spouses together
for a week of fun.
“I think it brings us all together,”
said Selby. “It shows community,
and it shows that we can all work
together and be teammates, friends.
We made friends with people we
never would have met before if it

ORDER OF SAINT BARBARA FROM PAGE 1
By 18th Wing Public Affairs

2/25/2016 — A U.S. Air Force officer
assigned to Kadena Air Base was awarded
the Honorable Order of Saint Barbara Feb.
19, at Camp Foster.
Lt. Col. Daniel Biehl, 623rd Air Control
Flight commander, was bestowed the honor, which is usually reserved for U.S. Army
and Marine Corps artillerymen.
Biehl is a career command and control
officer with more than 1,800 flight hours
and multiple combat deployments over his
22-year career.
U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Jim Pasquarette,
U.S. Army Japan and I Corps (Forward)
commander, presented the award.
According to the Field Artillery Association, The Honorable Order of St. Barbara
recognizes those individuals who have
demonstrated the highest standards of
integrity and moral character, displayed an
outstanding degree of professional competence and contributed to the promotion of
the Field Artillery or Air Defense Artillery

hadn’t been for this.”
In addition to new friendships;
morale and laughter were two of the
take-aways from this event.
“The morale couldn’t have been
higher at the finish line as every
team not only waited, but cheered
for all 25 teams running in,” said
Hart. “It was an intense week of figuring out clues, racing to locations,
doing silly and sometimes difficult
tasks and laughing all along the
way.”

in ways that stand out in the eyes of the
their seniors, subordinates and peers.
U.S. Army Lt. Col. Scott Dellinger, 1st
Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery Brigade
commander, recommended Biehl for the
award.
“It was fitting to honor Biehl,” Dellinger
said. “[He] has helped foster a joint environment between soldiers, marines and
airmen on Okinawa.”
Biehl, whose current job is to command
tactical operations teams that liaise directly
with Japanese air and ground forces on Integrated Air and Missile Defense of Japan,
also directs the U.S. air and air defense
artillery employment within a sector of the
Japanese Air Defense System.
For the past year Biehl has been integrating a new 94th Army Air & Missile
Defense Command Fire Control element
into his operations teams. This team fills a
gap in capability that has existed for more
than 20 years.
“We actually need each other to perform

^ Staff Sgt. Holland Bankston, 18th Component Maintenance Squadron
quality assurance inspector, encourages spouses as they go through
challenges during Team Kadena Spouses’ Amazing Race Feb. 24, at Kadena
Air Base. Bankston’s job during the race was to sign off on competitors’
paperwork when they completed tasks, allowing them to progress onto the
next challenge.

our jobs,” U.S. Army Capt. Emily Schaefer,
the officer in charge of the team said. “If
we weren’t attached to the 623rd we would
both be missing critical capabilities and
would not be able to execute to our full
potential.”
“We don’t take it lightly,” Schaefer said
of giving the medal to an Air Force officer.
“As an Air Force officer, to be recognized by
the Air Defense Artillery Branch; it is a big
deal. It speaks to Lt. Col. Biehl’s individual
capabilities and commitment to our joint
team.”
Biehl said it was an honor to be recognized by the Army artillery community.
He also said the 1-1 ADA often involves
his unit in training on Okinawa and viceversa; from live bilateral & joint exercises to
simulations.
He believes integration to be the new
normal for the joint community.
“In the complex Integrated Air & Missile
Defense world it is perilous to try to go it
alone,” Biehl said. “Without each other, we

are doomed to fail before we even start.”
“The 94th [AAMDC] forward element
here feels like a welcome part of the 623rd
team,” Schaefer said. “We live and operate
daily with the Air Force.”
The Order of Saint Barbara is named
after the legend of Saint Barbara.
According to a description of the medal,
Saint Barbara was tortured and beheaded
by order of her wealthy father for converting to Christianity in A.D. 300.
The legend says Saint Barbara’s father
was struck by lightning and killed after her
death.
Saint Barbara is now considered the patron saint of artillerymen.
The Order of Saint Barbara is an honorary military society of the United States
Field Artillery.
The order is managed by the U.S. Field
Artillery Association and links field artillerymen of the past and present in a brotherhood of professionalism, selfless service
and sacrifice symbolized by Saint Barbara.
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the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or
services advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised. Everything advertised in this publication shall
be made available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to info@samuraigate.jp
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NCO Academy Class 16-2 graduates
By 18th Wing Public Affairs

3/1/2016 — The NCO Academy Class 16-2 graduated
from the Erwin Professional Military Education Center
Feb. 26. Seventy-four students successfully completed
the 28 day training course, preparing them for advanced
leadership positions and responsibilities.
Congratulations to the following graduates of NCO
Academy Class 16-2:
John L. Levitow Honor Graduate Award:
Tech. Sgt. Joseph Bouchard,
35th Maintenance Squadron, Misawa AB

Commandant Award:

Tech. Sgt. Caleb Schauder,
Detachment 1, 554th Red Horse Squadron, Andersen AFB

Academic Achievement Award:

Tech. Sgt. Kyle Smart,
353rd Special Operations Group, Kadena AB

Distinguished Graduates:

Tech. Sgt. Kyle Smart,
353rd Special Operations Group, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Todd Wright,
35th Logistics Readiness Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Shangjung Chiu,
36th Maintenance Group, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Brandon Crilley,
734th Air Mobility Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Bradley Nevins, 35th Maintenance Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Renee Cooper, 36th Wing, Andersen AFB

Graduates:

Tech. Sgt. Michael Aiello,
35th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Byron Alde,
374th Logistics Readiness Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Brian Argenti, 35th Maintenance Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Anthony Atoigue, 18th Maintenance Group, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Jason Barker, 35th Civil Engineer Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Sean Barrett, 374th Maintenance Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Shane Baze, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Buck Beamon,
35th Logistics Readiness Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Christopher Blackwell,
353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Jesse Bose, 35th Maintenance Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Joseph Bouchard,
35th Maintenance Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Zachary Brown,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB

Tech. Sgt. Jay Brown,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Martell Cephus,
18th Security Forces Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Shangjung Chiu,
36th Maintenance Group, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Renee Cooper, 36th Wing, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Brandon Crilley,
734th Air Mobility Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Nicholas Davis,
Security Forces Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Michael Duncan,
734th Air Mobility Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Robinson Ferdinand,
36th Civil Engineer Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Christopher Gapetz,
Detachment 1, 554th Red Horse Squadron, Andersen AFB
Petty Officer 1st Class Paulina Gapith,
Navy Munitions Command Unit Okinawa, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Eric Gibbar,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Marcus Gibson,
35th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Sonny Goot, 730th Air Mobility Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Jose Gutierrez,
734th Air Mobility Squadron, Andersen AFB
Petty Officer 1st Class Quan Hancock,
3rd Marine Division Headquarter Battalion, Camp Hansen
Tech. Sgt. Brian Harris,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Kosuke Iida, Air Development & Test Wing Gifu AB, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Kristen Jones, 18th Maintenance Group, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Lisandra Jones,
51st Logistics Readiness, Osan AB, Korea
Tech. Sgt. Amy Kraus, 36th Force Support Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Erik Larson,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Dayson Lee, 374th Logistics Readiness, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Joel Leonor, 18th Communications Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Rosendo Lugo,
35th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Eric Lundeen, 374th Maintenance Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Ryan Maratita,
36th Medical Operations Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Fernando Martinez, 18th Operations Group, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Ashley Martinez,
18th Security Forces Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Justin Mathews,
734th Air Mobility Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Verl McCord,
18th Component Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. James Miller, 18th Maintenance Group, Kadena AB

Tech. Sgt. Cedrickus Moody,
35th Operations Support Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Paul Moore, 35th Maintenance Group, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Anthony Moralez,
734th Air Mobility Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Mark Morgan, 730th Air Mobility Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Mayo Moya,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Nicholas Mueller, 730th Air Mobility Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Bradley Nevins, 35th Maintenance Squadron, Misawa AB
SFC Ruth Newsom, HHC, 10TH SGR, Camp TORI
Tech. Sgt. Cris OCampo,
36th Civil Engineer Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Eric Parks, 18th Dental Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Kevin Phone,
374th Medical Support Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Jesse Ready,
374th Communications Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Tye Reed, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Bryan Reuse,
35th Operations Support Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Jason Reynolds,
35th Civil Engineer Squadron, Misawa AB
Staff Sgt. Ramond Rivera,
3rd Marine Division Headquarter Battalion, Camp Hansen
Tech. Sgt. Michael Salas,
36th Logistics Readiness Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Caleb Schauder,
Detachment 1, 554th Red Horse Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Frederick Schlag,
36th Force Support Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Kyle Smart,
353rd Special Operations Group, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Patrick Spencer, 35th Maintenance Group, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Matthew Sukalski,
35th Maintenance Squadron, Misawa AB
Petty Officer 1st Class Matthew Thompson,
U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Victoria Trice, 18th Wing, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Darius Turner, 36th Wing, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Arnulfo Valdez,
Detachment 1, 554th Red Horse Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Eddie Valerio, Air Force Office of Special Investigations
Detachment 624, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Frank Ward,
36th Operations Support Squadron, Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Randolph West,
374th Communications Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Todd Wright,
35th Logistics Readiness Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Kachee Xiong,
36 Communications Squadron, Andersen AFB
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1st Special Operations Squadron
performs Stray 59 memorial flight
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By Tech. Sgt.
Kristine Dreyer

353rd Special Operations Group

3/2/2016 — Time may pass,
but the legacy of the crew and
passengers of Stray 59 will never
fade. Thirty five years later, the
1st Special Operations Squadron continues to honor those
who have made the ultimate
sacrifice.
A 1st SOS crew conducted
their 35th annual memorial
flight Feb. 26 off the coast of the
Philippines to pay tribute to the
crew of Stray 59.
Stray 59 was the call sign
of an MC-130E from the 1st
SOS that crashed Feb. 26, 1981
during an exercise killing eight
of the nine crew members and
15 passengers. The memorial
flight has been flown by the 1st
SOS every year since the crash
35 years ago.
“This year marks 35 years
since we lost the fine operators
aboard Stray 59,” said Lt. Col.
Shane Vesely, 1st Special Operations Squadron commander.
“The legacy left behind by the
crew and passengers of Stray
59 will continue to impact who
we are and how we operate as a
unit. I am humbled to be a part
of the Stray Goose community;
a community that always comes
through even when the potential costs are very, very high.”
Four Airmen from the 320th
Special Tactics Squadron also
joined the Talon II crew to honor those who died in the crash,
which included two combat
controllers.
In February 1981, crews from
the 1st SOS were responsible for
the specialized airlift needed to
support Special Warfare Exercise ‘81, an annual joint exercise
in the Philippines hosted by the
U.S. Navy Seals. The squadron
established a base of operations
at Naval Air Station Cubi Point,
Philippines, and crews flew day
and night missions involving
low-level, psychological operations, and infiltration and
exfiltration of forces.
During the 16-day exercise,
the crew of Stray 59 conducted

(U.S. Air Force photos by Tech. Sgt. Kristine Dreyer)

^Members of the 1st Special Operations
Squadron pose with a wreath that will be
dropped from a MC-130H Combat Talon II
special operations aircraft to memorialize
Stray 59 on Feb. 26.

^From left, Tech. Sgt. Brett Bollinger and Tech. Sgt. Michael Gillette, both loadmasters at the 1st
Special Operations Squadron drop a wreath from a MC-130H Combat Talon II off the coast of the
Philippines Feb. 26 in memory of those who died in the crash of Stray 59.

12 missions. The Feb. 16 mission was scheduled to be the
crew’s final mission during the
Specwarex ‘81.
On the morning of Feb. 26,
1981, the crew of STRAY 59 departed without issue from Cubi
Point, Philippines, at 4:28 a.m.
before returning at 5:06 a.m.

to quickly load 15 passengers
participating in the exercise.
STRAY 59 then departed two
minutes later. All normal
checks and calls were conducts
within the first six minutes of
the flight. The second, and last,
transmission from STRAY 59
was received at 5:21 a.m. There

^A pararescueman from the 320th
Special Tactics Squadron pays his respects
to the crew and passengers of Stray 59 from
a MC-130H Combat Talon II off the coast of
the Philippines Feb. 26.

had been no indication from the
crew of any issues.
Shortly after, a local fisherman watched the aircraft
explode upon impact with the
water. Eight crew members
and 15 special operators died.
One crew member from the
1st SOS, the electronic warfare

officer, was thrown from the
wreckage and rescued by a local
fisherman. The wreckage from
the crash sank 240 feet within
minutes. Due to lack of physical
evidence from the crash, investigators did not determine the
cause of the crash.
“It’s an absolute honor to
be a part of this mission,” said
Maj. Casey Cunningham, 1st
Special Operations Squadron.
“I personally have been a part
of all three Talon operational
units. What I have come to
recognize is that each one has a
special history and being a part
of that unit, you realize that that
history becomes a part of you
just as much as you become a
part of it.”
The 1st SOS members lost
Feb. 26, 1981, during the STRAY
59 crash were Maj. James Kirk,
aircraft commander; Capt.
Norman Martel, pilot; Capt.
Thomas Patterson, navigator;
Capt. Gregory Peppers, navigator; Tech. Sgt. Stephen Blyler,
radio operator; Tech. Sgt. Barry
Chumbley, loadmaster; Tech.
Sgt. Gary Logan, loadmaster;
and Staff Sgt. John Felton, flight
engineer.
The 15 passengers lost were:
From the U.S. Air Force and
the 320th STS
Senior Airman James Bach,
Senior Airman David
Bingaman
From the U.S. Air Force
Senior Airman Glenn Bloomer,
and Airman First Class Kyle
Wells.
From the U.S. Army
Sgt. 1st Class Danny Janecki,
Staff Sgt. Patrick Estel, Staff Sgt.
Davis Hagen and Sgt. Bryan
Broadwater.
From the Philippine Navy
Radioman Petty Officer 3rd
Class Rodrigo Penol and
Seaman Manuel Dumo.
From the Australian Army
Sgt. Ewen Miller, Sgt. Murray
Tonkin and Signalman Gregory
Fry.
From the New Zealand Army
Warrant Officer 2nd Class Dave
Heywood and Sgt. Dennis
Terry.
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353rd SOG wraps up
Cobra Gold 2016

By Senior Airman
Stephen Eigel

353rd Special Operations Group

2/24/2016 - UDON THANI,
Thailand — The 35th iteration
of the annual combined Task
force training event exercise
Cobra Gold 2016 took place
Feb. 9-19, at various locations
throughout the Kingdom of
Thailand.
The 353rd Special Operations
Group played a large support role
working with the U.S. Army and
Navy and Royal Thai Air Force
counterparts for equipment
and personnel drops, as well as
working hand-in-hand with the
Thai special operations daily.
“We played a critical role
with the Thai special operations
regiment,” said Maj. Matthew
Prochazka, 353rd SOG mission
commander for exercise Cobra
Gold. “Our 320th Special
Tactics Squadron worked handin-hand with them every day
conducting military free fall and
a range of other tasks.”
While continuing to focus on
strengthening engagement in
the region, this year, Cobra Gold
also emphasized coordination
on civic action, such as humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief, with the aim of expanding
regional cooperation and collaboration in these vital areas.
“Making an impact on the
community was a huge priority
for us coming into Thailand,”
said Prochazka. “Going to the
two schools in Nam Phong and
Udon Thani was great, and I
feel like we made a huge impact
on those kids, and that it will
benefit the community.”
In total, the 353rd donated
nearly $2,000 of members’ own
personal funds to the schools
through desks to study with and
sports equipment, including
$1,600 for skill craft equipment
to help with unfunded courses
that teach them how to fix their
own bikes and cut hair.
While humanitarian events
were important, there was no
lack of focus for improving
capabilities between nations for
joint operations.
“Our number one goal
here was to continue to foster
relationships with our Thai

A member of the 353rd Special Operations
Maintenance Squadron marshals an
MC-130H from the 1st Special Operations
Squadron during exercise Cobra Gold in
Udon Thani, Thailand, Feb. 8.
(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)

^Members of the 353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron preform an engine
change for an MC-130H at exercise Cobra Gold, in Udon Thani, Thailand, Feb. 14. It took a
maintenance team two days to remove the old engine and install the new engine.

^A loadmaster from the 1st Special Operations Squadron executes the infiltration of Thai and
U.S. Army special Forces during exercise Cobra Gold, Feb. 10, Udon Thani, Thailand.

counterparts, and we did that,”
said Col. William Freeman,
353rd SOG commander. “We
were able to come down here and
achieve what we set out to do. It
was really great to see everyone
working together as one team.”
Cobra Gold 16 improved the
capabilities of participating nations to plan and conduct combined, joint operations; built relationships among participating

accomplishment,” said Chief Master Sgt. Gilbert Edwards, 353rd
SOG command chief. “I am very
proud of our guys, and everything
we were able to accomplish.”
The exercise focused on
interoperability of forces and
operational readiness. The experiences gained from Cobra Gold
complements the mutual training
interests of all nations involved
and the combined ability to

^ Staff Sgt. Brandon LaFayette, 353rd Special Operations Support Squadron
weather technician, works alongside members of the Royal Thai Air Force
231st Squadron weather team during exercise Cobra Gold, in Udon Thani,
Thailand, Feb. 17. They met together to discuss the different techniques they
use to determine the weather in this area of responsibility as well and build
rapport for future exercises.

nations from across the region;
and improved interoperability
over a wide range of activities,
including enhancing maritime
security, preventing and mitigating emerging disease threats,
and responding to large-scale
natural disasters.
“We were able to complete all
four of the major engagements
with the Royal Thai Air Force that
we set out to do, and that’s a great

^Royal Thai Air Force Group Capt. Tanaset Thamamnuaykij, 23rd Wing Air
Combatant Command commander, talks with Col. William Freeman, 353rd
Special Operations Group commander, about exercise Cobra Gold and plans
for future exercises, in Udon Thani, Thailand, Feb. 18.

respond to crises across a range
of military operations such as responding to humanitarian crises
like earthquakes and typhoons.
“We love coming here to
Thailand and working with all
of our partner nations to help
strengthen our interoperability
for real-world operations,” said
Prochazka. “We look forward to
future exercises here and can’t
wait to come back.”

^ Senior Airman Omar Lopez, 353rd Special Operations Support Squadron
radio frequency technician, breaks down equipment at the end of exercise
Cobra Gold, in Udon Thani, Thailand, Feb. 18. Thailand and the United States
are committed to working together in support of peace and security in the
region.
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353rd SOG volunteers at local schools for Cobra Gold 16

Members of the 353rd Special Operations
Group participate in an eight-legged race
with students from Nong-no Wittayakan
school during exercise Cobra Gold 16,
Udon Thani, Thailand, Feb. 16. Members
of the 353rd SOG spent the day playing
a multitude of different games with the
children from Nong-no Wittayakan school.

^A member of the 320th Special Tactics
Squadron prepares his parachute for a
jump from an MC-130H during a community
relations event at Cobra Gold 16, Nam
Phong, Thailand, Feb. 15. The students
were invited to watch different aspects of
the 320th STS job roles, such as jumping
out of aircraft and controlling airspace.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)

By Senior Airman
Stephen Eigel

353rd Special Operations Group

2/24/2016 - UDON THANI, Thailand
— Airmen assigned to the 353rd Special
Operations Group volunteered at the
Nong-wha Nong-Yai and Nong-no
Wittayakan schools in Thailand during
community relations events at exercise
Cobra Gold 16, Feb. 15 and 16.
Cobra Gold 16 includes an increased
focus on Humanitarian Civic Action, community engagement and medical activities
conducted during the exercise to support
the needs and humanitarian interests of
civilian populations around the region.

Lt. Col. David Lucas, 1st Special
Operations Squadron pilot, worked with
Airmen from the 353rd SOG to make
this event possible. The children at the
schools were excited to interact and play
with U.S. service members.
“When we come to visit, it is always
a big hit with the children,” said Lucas.
“Today, we had such a blast with the
school. When the Airmen got out of the
vehicles, the children’s faces just lit up
with huge smiles.”
The COMREL events conducted
during CG16 demonstrate a mutual
commitment to support security and
humanitarian interests of friends and

partner nations. The programs will
improve the quality of life, as well as the
general health and welfare of civilian
residents in the exercise areas.
During the events, members of the
353rd SOG were able to play sports, dance
and even sing karaoke with the students.
“Those kids crushed us in soccer,” said
Lucas. “It was awesome to see how much
talent they have at such a young age.”
All in all, the 353rd SOG donated nearly $2,000 to the schools through desks to
study with and sports equipment, as well
as $1,600 for skill craft equipment for
unfunded courses that teach them how
to fix their own bikes and cut hair.

“I love doing stuff with the kids and
for schools,” said Staff Sgt. Brandon
LaFayette, 353rd Special Operations
Support Squadron weather technician.
“Seeing them get to have fun and enjoy
playing games with us makes everyone’s
day better, including ours.”
The 353rd SOG is participating in
exercise Cobra Gold 16. In its 35th
iteration, is designed to advance regional
security and ensure effective responses
to regional crises by bringing together a
robust combined task force from partner
nations sharing common goals and
security commitments in the Indo-AsiaPacific region.
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USAF, Andersen CAT
team ends 6-month
mission in Palau
By Staff Sgt. Christopher Stoltz
Headquarters Pacific Air Forces Public Affairs

2/24/2016 - KOROR, Republic of Palau
— The U.S. Air Force Civil Action Team
(CAT) 554-01 was relieved of duty by
U.S. Navy CAT 133-26 during a change
of charge ceremony, held Feb. 19, at the
Ngarachamayong Cultural Center, located in Palau’s Koror state.
The 554th RED HORSE Squadron
from Andersen Air Force Base, Guam,
took the reins of the CAT in August 2015
and was relieved of duty by Seabees from
the 22nd Naval Construction Regiment,
hailing from Mississippi.
Airmen of CAT 554-01 provided
construction capabilities, apprenticeship
training, medical outreach and community engagement opportunities while
deployed to the Republic of Palau.
The CAT program began in 1971 and
is the continuation of a bond formed with
the U.S. since World War II. The countries are now joined under a Compact of
Free Association, which allows the U.S.
to operate militarily within the region in
exchange for economic assistance.
Civic action teams operate for sixmonth assignments and rotate between
Army, Air Force and Navy teams.
During their six months in Palau, CAT
554-01 teamed up with the Republic of
Palau to complete more than 100 community outreach events and several construction projects, totaling approximately
1,800 hours of labor.
One of the projects the Airmen undertook during their six-month stay included a four-phase project to construct
an 11,000 square-foot concrete parking
lot and driveway for the Emmaus Church
and School, which will be completed by
the new Navy team.
The biggest project CAT 554-01
Airmen completed during their tenure
was the complete renovation of the Palau
National Olympic Swimming Pool. This
was no simple task, as the pool measures
nearly 88,000 cubic feet.
“We teamed up with the apprentices
and refinished the entire pool,” said Staff
Sgt. Joe Hamilton, CAT 554-01 structural
craftsman. “We had to remove the lining,
replace it with new lining, resurface the
entire pool and re-tile where applicable.
The task was difficult, but when you add
Palau’s humidity and black-flag conditions, it makes it much more difficult.
Luckily for us, we have a skilled team and

a great partnership with our apprentices.”
While in Palau, each member of the
USAF Civil Action Team helped train
one to two apprentices in their respective
expertise. Once their training was completed, the apprentices received certifications allowing them to seek a job in that
respective career field throughout Palau.
In addition, Capt. Jeffrey Jarvis, a
physician assistant deployed from the
18th Medical Group at Kadena Air Base,
lent his expertise to the Republic of Palau
as he helped (while continuing his predecessor’s work) graduate 13 emergency
medical technicians. The class was the
first of its kind, as the graduates are the
first U.S. certified EMTs ever in Palau.
“There were some speed bumps during
the process,” Jarvis said. “But that was
simply because of the changeover in personnel, not because of the students. They
are more than qualified and now they are
equipped with valuable life-saving skills,
which will serve to enhance our partnership with the Republic of Palau.”
Although the Palauan apprentices
received valuable training from the CAT
members, the team stated they were able to
learn a few new tricks from their students.
“We really couldn’t have completed
anything without the help of our apprentices,” said Staff Sgt. Chad King, CAT
554-01 heavy equipment operator. “There
may be ten different ways to build a house,
and maybe the way we are doing it isn’t
the best. I’ve learned a lot on the job while
working with these great individuals.”
King said beyond the positive experience he had working with the apprentices, he said the best part was being the
Civil Action Team’s community relations
coordinator.
The COMREL coordinator described
his experience in Palau as the “golden
ticket,” and said every job, every event,
every day, is fulfilling.
“This isn’t like your typical deployment,”
King said. “As the community relations coordinator for 554-01, I have had the opportunity to meet thousands of great people.
We helped coach children in sports, taught
people to swim and even hosted a haunted
house. One week, we could be manning
a water station for a walk-a-thon, and the
next week we could be playing Santa Claus
for children in the community.”
Although the “golden ticket” deployment was six months long, King said he
wishes to come back to Palau, and even
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(U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Christopher Stoltz)

^U.S. Navy Rear Adm. Bette Bolivar, Joint Region Marianas commander, speaks to Civil Action Team 554-01 after
their change-of-charge ceremony, held Feb. 19, at the Ngarachamayong Cultural Center, located in Palau’s Koror state.
^
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Capt. Jeffrey Jarvis,
a physician’s assistant
deployed from the
18th Medical Group at
Kadena Air Base, stands
at attention during
a change-of-charge
ceremony, held Feb. 19,
at the Ngarachamayong
Cultural Center, located
in Palau’s Koror state.
Airmen of CAT 554-01
provided construction
capabilities,
apprenticeship training,
medical outreach, and
community engagement
opportunities while
deployed to the Republic
of Palau.

said he would love to move his family here.
Unfortunately, for the time being, King’s
(and 554-01’s) time in Palau is finished.
CAT 554-01’s final day ended at their
home, Camp Katuu, where they unveiled
a memorial dedicated to the seven Palau
veterans who perished while serving in
the U.S. military.
The team then finished cleaning up
their gear, packed their bags, and said one
last goodbye to Camp Katuu, as the naval

team settled in to their home for the next
six months.
“For us to be able to help out here
means a lot to us,” said Capt. Naseem
Ghandour, CAT 554-01 officer in charge.
“This is a very unique experience, one I
will never forget. I am proud of what my
team has accomplished in the last six
months, and I am proud to have had the
opportunity to partner with the people
and the Republic of Palau.”
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Cope North 16 Pacific partners
sharpen air combat skills

Aircraft assigned to various countries fly in formation for a photo
exercise during exercise Cope North 16 off the coast of Guam,
Feb. 16. CN16 includes nearly 3,000 personnel from six countries
and continues the growth of strong, interoperable and beneficial
relationships within the Indo-Asia-Pacific region through integration
of airborne and land-based command and control assets.
(U.S. Navy photo by Lt. Cmdr. Peter Scheu)

By Staff Sgt.
Alexander Riedel

Pacific Air Forces Public Affairs

2/24/2016 - ANDERSEN AIR FORCE
BASE, Guam — Pilots from the U.S. Air
Force, U.S. Navy, Japan Air Self-Defense
Force and Royal Australian Air Force conducted a large force employment here Feb.
18-26 as part of exercise Cope North 16.
The exercise began with humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief training
Feb. 14, followed by an LFE exercise
that shifted the focus to air-combat
tactics. The LFE portion challenged large
numbers of aviators, from fighter aircraft
to command and control platforms, to
interact effectively in realistic combat
scenarios, while employing offensive and
defensive counter air techniques to either
gain or protect area and assets.
“(The LFE) is a great opportunity to
provide a controlled environment to
simulate the stressors of the first-time
combat missions,” said Col. Brian Toth,
CN 16’s U.S. exercise director. “We aim
to present (aircrews) with more difficult
problems than they may really encounter
in normal operations, so they are prepared, ready and can anticipate the type
of events that may occur should they ever
find themselves in combat operations.”
The training scenarios start by pitting
blue, or defensive forces, against red aggressors with small formations of aircraft
of each participating nation working

against each other in iterations of basic
fighter maneuvers, or dogfight-type aerial engagements, in a dynamic exchange
of techniques and procedures. Later,
however, the go-to enemy, who during
the exercise were the F-16 Fighting Falcons of the 18th Aggressor Squadron at
Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, provided
a realistic threat and replicated adversaries coalition pilots may face when
working together.
“(During this exercise,) we integrate
advanced capabilities into a realistic
threat environment with a large number
of adversary and friendly aircraft to really
test our integration capability and be able
to work as a large team effectively,” said
Royal Australian Air Force Group Capt.
Glen Braz, CN 16’s RAAF exercise director. “The LFE is critical in maintaining
regional stability and security. We build
trust and relationships within the partner
nations, but we also set an example of a
capable force that is prepared to respond
within the region.”
Pilots and crews also performed formation flights, bombing campaigns on a
target locations at the Farallon de Medinilla Range and conducted a successful
personnel recovery search and rescue
mission to introduce another layer of
complicating realism.
The combat airspace located northeast
of Guam measures approximately 140 by
240 nautical miles, which offers plentiful

training area over safe, open water.
“It’s great training because we are able
to experience realistic, real-time operations in a large airspace,” said JASDF
Capt. Kenichi Kuwauchi, CN 16 F-2
pilot, who has been selected as one of CN
16’s top performers. “We have different
tactics between JASDF and U.S. Air
Force, so we get to experience different
ideas and learn from each other. It has
been very rewarding.”
As the exercise progressed, scenarios
increasingly intensified to include larger
aircraft formations in the air at one time,
working on the same complex scenario.
In total, the pilots are expected to fly more
than 750 sorties in the seven-day period.
“This has been the biggest CN ever
conducted in terms of aircraft, flying
units, personnel and sorties flown,” said
Lt. Col. Jason Mooney, the CN 16 LFE
lead planner. “There are many different
aircraft and many different airmen flying
based on different tactics, so you get
an idea on what it may be like to fight
an adversary. There is a certain level of
unpredictability there.
“It’s about refining skillsets, about
getting better and better at what you
do every day,” Mooney continued. “It’s
been a lot of work and many people have
worked very hard behind the scenes to
make this happen.”
In addition to the traditional air combat scenarios, a JASDF C-130 Hercules

mobility aircrew joined a U.S. Air Force
C-130 in a low-cost, low-altitude formation airdrop over Tinian Island, near
Guam, which tested the teams’ ability to
deliver supplies in hostile areas.
“It’s good that the U.S. Air Force
and JASDF get to know each other’s
capabilities,” Kuwauchi said. “In real
contingency scenarios, we must have an
understanding and knowledge of each
other’s abilities and procedures. It is
important to have this kind of exercise
as often as possible so we can develop,
build and increase our capabilities. There
are language barriers for everybody,
of course, but Cope North is a great
environment to overcome those barriers.”
Now in its 87th iteration, the
long-standing multilateral training
exercise is designed to improve combat
readiness and multinational interoperability among participating militaries. The
event was held in Japan up to four times
per year until 1999 but has since been
hosted as an annual event at Andersen
Air Force Base.
“We have seen long-standing military
relationships between the partner nations
and continue to expand those today,” Braz
said. “We all have advanced capabilities
and when we work together, we always
enhance those capabilities for the greater
good. We each have our strengths and
weaknesses, but together, we’re a force
that is difficult to stand up to.”
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To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.

Kadena and Camp Foster
emergency numbers

18th MDG participation in no-notice
mission focused exercises

Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds everyone
to program their cell phones with the emergency
numbers. To report an emergency on Kadena via
cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an office phone,
dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-9111911, or from an office phone, dial 911.

The 18th Medical Group is responsible for ensuring the 18th Wing’s medical readiness in support
of the United States’ and Japan’s mutual interests.
In keeping with this mission, the Kadena Clinic
will be participating in upcoming no-notice mission focused exercises. During these exercises,
our normal healthcare and clinical services will be
impacted and patient care will be interrupted for
an undetermined period of time. We ask for your
patience as our trusted professionals exercise their
skills and work with the Wing in support of these
training events. We apologize for any inconvenience that this may cause. Our appointment line
(630-4817 or 098-960-4817 by cell phone) will remain operational during exercises. We will contact
any patient whose scheduled appointment may
need to be re-scheduled due to exercise events.
Additional guidance regarding clinic operations will
follow during and after exercises in order to keep
our patients informed regarding our service capabilities. Measures have been put in place to ensure
select teams are available to facilitate urgent care
calls and/or triage patients as appropriate. As always, in the event of an emergency, seek emergency services at the US Naval Hospital on Camp Foster or by dialing ambulance services at 634-1796 or
098-934-5911 by cell phone. For more information,
call Capt. Christine Kmiecik at 630-4504.

18th MUNS to Conduct 100-Percent
Munitions Inventory
The 18th Munitions Squadron is conducting
a 100 percent munitions inventory March 1418. Emergency issues submitted in writing and
approved by the MXG commander (or equivalent)
will be the only transactions processed during this
time frame. For more information, contact Master
Sgt. Casey Stutzman at 632-5233 or email kadena.
FV5270@kadena.af.mil.

Retro photo exhibition and discussion
The U.S. Consulate General Okinawa is sponsoring
a cultural event March 12 at Music Town Oto Ichiba
Music Plaza (1F) (Koza Music Town Okinawa City).
Participants will experience the ways the U.S. has
influenced Okinawan culture. Information about
Okinawa’s history will be demonstrated with
photographs. All ages are welcome. For more
information, contact nahapas@state.gov.

2016 Presidential Primaries
2016 Presidential Elections are nearly underway.
Register to vote now.
Upcoming primaries by state are:
March 5: Lousiana
March 8: Michigan, Mississippi
March 15: Florida, Illinois, Missouri, North Carolina,
Ohio
March 22: Arizona
For a full list go to: http://www.fvap.gov/vao/vag/
appendix/state-elections. For more information,
visit the Kadena Voting Sharepoint site at: https://
kadena.eis.pacaf.af.mil/18WG/programs/VAO/
SitePages/Home.aspx, or talk to your squadrons
UVAO, or email vote.kadena@us.af.mil.

Kadena Tax Center Notice:
Hours of Service
Seasonal services are offered at the Kadena Tax
Center, Bldg. 1460 on Wilkins Street, located behind Eagle Hardware.
-When does tax season start and end?
The tax office opens to everyone beginning Feb. 1.
Appointments will be available for rental property,
commanders, and teachers.
Tax Season Office Hours:
March 1-31: Tuesday-Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. (walk-in service only/drop-off/appointments)
April 1 to May 15: Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. (walk-in service only/drop-off/appointments)

Appointment Line: 634-7418/098-961-7418 (beginning Feb. 1)
*We do not prepare Home Business and Sale of
Rental Property
-How can people get their taxes filed?
They will need to bring in the following required
documentation to complete a Tax Return:
- DOD/Military Identification card / - Power of Attorney (If electronic filing on behalf of your spouse)
- Social Security Number(s) / - Bank Routing and
Account Number(s) / - Forms W-2 and 1099 (from
all employers and financial institutions) /- IRA*
/ - Rental Property (includes total income, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance and other related
expenses)* / - Child Care Cost/Providers and their
identification numbers* / - Foreign Earned Income Exclusion* / - Sale of Residence (personal
residence only)* / - Sale of Stocks/Mutual Funds
1099B or 1099 Int/Div*
* If applicable
Don’t have time to wait? We offer a drop off service for Simple Returns. Simply bring in all your
tax documents and we will call you when your tax
return is ready for review. (Drop-off’s are not accepted during Exercise and UEI inspection weeks.)
For more information, call Christi Murphy at 6347418

Public Health promote
travel medicine program
Travel Medecine Public Health Clinic
Stop by the clinic six weeks prior to your departure to receive personalized Preventive Medicine
recommendations for your next leisure travel, no
appointment required.
Services Provided:
-Immunization recommendations.
-Malaria risk and medication recommendations.
-Medical entry requirements.
-Environmental health and endemic disease
threats and applicable countermeasures.
Public Health Advisory
SUBJECT: Jan. 15 the Center of Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) raised its Zika virus-related
travel notice to Alert Level 2 for the Caribbean, and

Central and South America, including Puerto Rico
and Mexico.
SITUATION:
-CDC advises women who are pregnant to defer
travel or take special precautions to areas of ongoing Zika virus transmission, and women who are
trying to get pregnant should consult their doctor
prior to travel due to a possible concern associated with microcephaly, a congenital brain deformity
linked with Zika virus infection during pregnancy.
-Zika virus is transmitted to humans primarily
through the bite of an infected mosquito. (either
Aedes albopictus or A. aegypti)
-Because the Aedes mosquitoes that spreads Zika
virus are found throughout the world, it is likely
that outbreaks will spread to new countries. In December 2015, Puerto Rico reported its first confirmed Zika virus case. Locally transmitted Zika
has not been reported elsewhere in the United
States, but cases of Zika have been reported in
returning travelers.
-The CDC has little information concerning Zika
circulation in the Pacific region.
-There is no vaccine for Zika virus.
-The most common symptoms of Zika virus disease are fever, rash, joint pain, or conjunctivitis
(red eyes); symptoms typically begin 2 to 7 days
after being bitten by an infected mosquito.
PREVENTION:
-Use a permethrin treated uniform or clothing.
-Wear long sleeves and pants.
-Use insect repellent. (30% DEET)
-Reside in air-conditioned or screened buildings
and protect yourself throughout the day.
For more information, call Public Health Kadena
Medical Clinic at 630-1998.

Kadena Gift Corner job opportunities
Operations Manager Position Open.
The Gift Corner is a non-profit, charitable organization hiring an Operations Manager who will be
responsible for managing the daily operations of
Kadena Gift Corner. We’re looking for someone
with retail experience and a heart for charity who

Continued on PAGE 11
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also likes to travel. Stop by the Gift Corner to pick
up your application.
Kadena Gift Corner Marketing/Floor Manager
Position Open.
The Gift Corner is a non-profit, charitable
organization hiring a Marketing/Floor Manager
who will be responsible for storefront displays,
advertising, volunteer coordinating and other daily
procedures. We’re looking for someone interested
in traveling, organizing and displaying. Stop by the
Gift Corner to pick up your application. For more
information, email kgc.manager@gmail.com

Job opening for Japanese/English
speaking piano teacher
The Kinser and Courtney Music School is in need
of a friendly and kind piano teacher Monday
through Friday from 1:30 – 6:30 p.m. Applicant
must be able to politely speak English and Japanese. Job duties include teaching piano and office
clerk responsibilities such as scheduling lessons,
receiving payments, and answering phones. For
more information, contact Shinichiro Maeda at 090
9782 0863 or maeda.shinichiro@gmail.com.

Gospel style pianist needed
Sundays at Chapel 3
Heather’s Chapel Staffing is accepting applications for Gospel Style Pianists. Rehearsals are
Thursday evenings and Sunday services are from
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. For more information, contact
Heather Kleinwolterink at 080-6498-2291 or email
heatherschapelstaffing.com or see the job posting
and apply at heatherschapelstaffing.com.

Japanese and English
Conversation Group
Language exchange sessions are open to
military members, DOD civilians, contractors and
dependents over 17 years old, MLCs and IHAs.
This group meets every Friday from 5-6 p.m. at
the Airman & Family Readiness Center. Sign up is
required. For more information please call Nanako
Misato at 634-3366.

Kadena Youth Center has
instructor opportunities
The Youth Center is looking for motivated and
talented instructors who are interested in teaching
classes to youth. We offer a wide range of classes
such as gymnastics, music, dance and martial arts.
If we don’t already offer your particular specialty
come see us, as we are interested in talking to you.
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We are also interested in contracting a computer
geek. Come help us fill our youths minds with
knowledge. For more information, call Warren
Britton at 632-0500/098-961-0500.

Job Opening: Schilling Driving
School Instructor
The Schilling Community Center is in need of
driving instructors for the Driver’s Education
Program. Instructor Certification through American
Driver and Traffic Safety Education Association
training is mandatory. Certification can be attained
through the Schilling Community Center. Job
duties include teaching ADTSEA driving course
curriculum in the classroom as well as providing
Behind-the-Wheel instruction in school vehicles.
For more information, call Joe Botulinski at 0901947-3293/634-1387 or email at joseph.botulinski@
us.af.mil.

Annual Volunteer Recognition
Ceremony 2016 Nominations
Do you have an outstanding volunteer in your unit/
agency that you want to recognize? Nominations
are currently being accepted. For more information
and nomination forms, contact Jeffrey Sweeney at
jeffrey.sweeney.1@us.af.mil or 634-3366.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Women’s History Month Events
The 18th Wing Women’s History Month Committee
has planned a wide array of events to celebrate
Women’s History Month, please contact POCs for
additional information.
Mar 5 from 7 a.m.- noon - (Keystone Theater)
Ruck March — Staff Sgt. Latoya Brown/Staff Sgt.
Lincy Thomas
Mar 12 from 6 - 8 p.m. - (Risner) Zumbathon —
Tech. Sgt. Tonya Poole
Mar 18 from 11 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. - (Schilling)
Mentor Luncheon — Tech. Sgt. Royal Williams/
Master Sgt. Albert Acuna
24 Mar 24 from 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. - (Select
Kadena Elementary schools) Student Reading
— Tech. Sgt. Jennifer Diven/Staff Sgt. Meshala
Williams
Mar 31 at 5 p.m. - (Wing building) Retreat
Ceremony — Senior Master Sgt. Sheronne King
Women’s History Month Executive Council Leads:
Tech. Sgt. Tonya Poole/634-2625 and Tech. Sgt.
Jennifer Diven/634-9696
For more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Tonya
Poole at 634-2625.
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Kadena’s second annual base-wide
video game tournament
Join us for our second base wide gaming tournament. This year’s games are Smash 4, NBA2K
16, and main event Street Fighter 5. Pre-register
at kadenagamers@gmail.com. Must be above the
age of 13 to volunteer for reffing, snack bar and
entrance booth (need 22 volunteers). All we ask is
for people to come out and have fun at the Chapel
2 annex at noon on March 5. We will have a snack
bar with food and drink for sale, and the top three
winners will receive a prize. Cost of entry for each
team is either a $10 early registration or $15 at the
door. Free admission for spectators. For more
information, contact Senior Airman Oliver Walker
or Airman 1st Class Ivan Nunez at 634-4243.

11
Saturday, March 19 from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. at the
Camp Shields Crow’s Nest Banquet Hall. This
religious retreat will feature guest speaker Jennifer
Kennedy Dean. Cost is $25, which includes meals
and materials. For more information, contact Mrs.
Tina Firlik at 634-1288 or tina.firlik@us.af.mil.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteers Needed: Mustache Madness
5K, Ryukyu Middle School
Volunteer course marshals needed to support
the 5K fun run, 50 volunteers requested, contact
Jennifer Joy to confirm participation. Event
date is March 5 from 7:15 a.m.-noon. For more
information, contact Jennifer Joy at 634-4849 or
calicokty1@aol.com

Chapel Lent services

EGGsplosion volunteers needed

The Protestant Lent Services will be held every
Wednesday from Feb. 17 – March 23 from 6 - 7:30
p.m. at Chapel 2. Services will feature a video series
on “The Path to the Cross” by Ran Vander Laan
followed by a light meal. For more information,
contact Capt. Craig Nakagawa at 090-3961-1169.

The Schilling Community Center is looking for
volunteers to assist with the annual Spring event,
EGGsplosion 2016. Event date is March 26 from 10
a.m. - 2 p.m. at the Four Diamonds Sport Complex.
For more information, call 634-1387/0694.

Senior Transition Assistance
The Senior Transition Assistance Workshop for
O-5s, O-4s, E-8s and E-9s considering retirement
within the next 12-18 months will occur from
March 21-25. For more information, contact the
Airman and Family Readiness Center at 634-3366.

DOWNPOUR Women’s Retreat
The DOWNPOUR Women’s Retreat will be
occurring Friday, March 18 from 7-9 p.m. and

Volunteers needed for the USO Kadena
Center Volunteer Executive Committee
USO Kadena is looking for two outstanding
individuals from each Squadron to be the voice
of USO Kadena within their squadron. Duties will
consist of finding volunteers within their Squadron
to run the USO Kadena Center, planning and
executing events, and must have at least 6 months
left on station. For more information, contact
Airman 1st Class Dildanges Sumang at dildanges.
sumang@us.af.mil or 634-4375.
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Kadena celebrates African U.S. Air Force, Japanese medical
American Heritage Month professionals attend Okinawa

Public Health Partners seminar

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

The Divine Angels perform an interpretive dance to the song “Break Every Chain” during the AfricanAmerican History Month Luncheon at the Officer’s Club Feb. 29, at Kadena Air Base. The month of February is
designated as AAHM to reflect on the contributions of African Americans to the American society as a whole.

Col. James Lasswell, 18th Medical Group commander, welcomes U.S. and Japanese health partners to an Okinawa
Public Health Partners seminar at the 18th MDG clinic Feb. 25, at Kadena Air Base. Lasswell emphasized the
importance of U.S. and Japanese collaboration to better monitor and address public health issues in Okinawa.

^

JAAGA civic leaders tour Kadena
Brig. Gen. Barry
Cornish, 18th
Wing commander,
welcomes civic
leaders Feb. 25, at
Kadena Air Base.
Japan-American
Air Force Goodwill
Association is
a community
organization which
promotes friendship
and mutual
understanding
between the Japan
Air Self Defense
Force and the U.S.
Air Force.

Japan-American Air Force Goodwill
Association members examine a
KC-135 Stratotanker during a base
tour Feb. 26, at Kadena Air Base.

Members of the JapanAmerican Air Force
Goodwill Association learn
about the capabilities of
the F-15 Eagle during a
base tour Feb. 26.

(U.S. Air Forces photos by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

