
I
n the Northwest Pacifi c 
Ocean west of the dateline, 
hurricanes are called 

typhoons.  Th ese typhoons 
typically pack powerful winds 
and can be very destructive.
 Once formed, the storms 
usually travel in a path begin-
ning near Guam, then moves 
toward the Philippines and 
Okinawa and before heading 
north toward mainland Japan 
or Korea. Most weaken at sea 
before they reach inland.
 Typhoons are most frequent 
from June to November with as 
many as 26 typhoons forming 
in a season. However, usually 
only three or four pass close 
enough to Okinawa to be of 
any concern to people stationed 
here.
 On Okinawa, the great-
est number of typhoons is 
concentrated in August and 
September. Sophisticated 
weather forecasting and track-
ing equipment and reinforced 
concrete buildings have taken 
the surprise and most of the 
danger out of typhoons.
 Th e Kadena weather fl ight 
monitors these tropical storms 

and typhoons, and 
serves as a focal point 
for typhoon infor-
mation on Okinawa 
as part of the Pacifi c 
Command’s Tropical 
Cyclone Warning 
System.
 Warnings of 
approaching storms, 
as well as typhoon 
tips and precautions, 
are broadcast over 

AFN-Okinawa radio and tele-
vision.
 Current local weather 
information, including tropical 
cyclone conditions of readiness, 
is available on the Kadena 
weather fl ight’s homepage 
“Shogun Weather” and the 
Kadena Facebook site.
 Kadena residents can also 
get up-to-date pathway projec-
tions for typhoons via the Joint 
Typhoon Warning Center’s 
homepage.
 Read the Kadena Air Base 
Emergency Actions Guide from 
the base disaster preparedness 
offi  ce for more details on ty-
phoon preparedness.
 Expectant mothers should 
also consult the U.S. Naval 
Hospital Okinawa typhoon 
instructions here.
CONDITIONS OF 
READINESS
Following are Tropical Cyclone 
(Typhoon) Conditions of Read-
iness (TCCOR), their meanings 
and actions to take for safety:
TCCOR 5: Destructive winds 
are possible within 96 hours. 
(Only used outside of established 

Airmen, Marines and 
Sailors practice Air 
Field Damage Repair

SEE  TYPHOON PAGE 2

By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/24/2016 — Civil engineer 
Airmen, combat engineer Ma-
rines and Navy Seabees trained 
together during a joint airfi eld 
damage and repair contingency 
exercise held at Kadena Air Base 
on May 18-19.
 Th e two day exercise allowed 
18th Civil Engineer Squadron 
Airmen to demonstrate and then 
guide the Marine Wing Support 
Squadron combat engineers 
and Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 4’s Seabees through a 
hands-on demonstration of the 
Air Force method to ADR.
 For Master Sgt. Steven 
Cordova, 18th CES expedition-
ary engineering fl ight chief, 
the focus of the training was 
understanding the diff erences 
learning to operate effi  ciently 
together.
 “Th e main focus is to close 
the gap between services,” 
explained Cordova. “Right now, 
everyone kind of operates on 
their own terms and has their 
own way of doing things. When 
push comes to shove we need 
to be able to work together and 
that’s what today is all about.”
 Although there may be 

diff erences between the training 
of the services, their object is 
the same – fi ll craters and get 
the airfi eld operational again.
 “Th e steps are a little bit dif-
ferent, but in essence the steps 
are the same,” said Staff  Sgt. 
Justin Luk MWSS 172 combat 
engineer. “Assess the crater, 
make it fl at and from there we 
fi ll it in.”
 Luk said the fi rst day of 
the exercise was mainly spent 
watching the Airmen perform 
the damage repair and the sec-
ond day the Marines took over 
and performed the repairs the 
same way.
 “We had multiple objectives 
coming out here,” Luke said. 
“One was to reaffi  rm that we 
are capable of doing it. Another, 
was to learn what we could from 
our Air Force counterparts.”
 According to Luke, USMC 
combat engineers deploy to dif-
ferent forward operating bases 
and more oft en than not, those 
FOBs are going to be mixed 
units.
 “It’s one team and one fi ght,” 
Luk said. “Here in peacetime we 
are able to train that way.”
 Th e exercise gave members 
from all of the services the 
opportunity to familiarize 

themselves with each other and 
their junior members experience 
working in a joint environment.
 “It was a good learning 
opportunity for some of our 
guys to get some experience on 
something they haven’t done be-
fore,” said Petty Offi  cer 3rd Class 
Darcel Tinner, NMCB 4 Seabee. 
 From Tinner’s experience, 
performing ADR for the Navy 
involves more manual work 
than use of heavy machinery.
 “We’ll fi ll holes by hand com-
pared to us using machines,” 
Tinner said. “If there’s anything 
we’ll take away from this, it’s to 
use more machines.”
 Cordova said the overall 
objective of the ADR exercises 
are to improve their craft  and in-
teroperability with the multiple 
services on Okinawa.
 “I love working with the 
other services,” said Cordova. 
“Everyone has their own way of 
doing things. I think we met our 
objectives for this training. For 
us it’s to get the muscle memory 
going and integrate the Marines 
into what we do. Th e next step 
is to integrate ourselves into how 
the Marines operate, so when 
push comes to shove we can 
work together as one cohesive 
team.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

^Airmen and Marines gather around a display model to go over the joint airfi eld damage repair exercise May 19 at Kadena Air Base. During the 
exercise, both services learned from each other and improved the operations between each of the services involved. 

18th OSS welcomes 
new commander

Col. Christopher Amrhein, 18th Wing vice commander, passes the 18th Operations Support 
Squadron guidon to Lt. Col. Paul Townsend, 18th OSS commander, during a change of 
command ceremony, May 20, at Kadena Air Base. The 18th OSS supports air superiority, 
radar surveillance, airborne refueling, airlift and air rescue forces for Pacifi c Command 
operational plans and headquarters-directed contingency operations.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)
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typhoon season) Stock up on food, 
water, and emergency supplies.
TCCOR 4: Destructive sus-
tained winds of 50 knots or 
greater possible within 72 hours. 
Stock up on food, bottled water, 
dry milk, batteries, fl ashlights, 
candles and other emergency 
supplies. TC-4 stays in aff ect 

from June 1 to November 30 
every year.
TCCOR 3: Destructive sus-
tained winds of 50 knots or 
greater possible within 48 
hours. Initiate a general clean-
up around your home, apart-
ment and offi  ce. Pick up loose 
items, such as toys, garden tools 

and lawn furniture.
TCCOR 2: Destructive sus-
tained winds of 50 knots or 
greater anticipated within 
24 hours. Secure all outdoor 
property such as picnic tables, 
barbecue grills, etc.
TCCOR 1: Destructive sus-
tained winds of 50 knots or 
greater are expected within 12 
hours. DODDs schools will not 
be closed until TCCOR 1C. Fill 
any available containers with 
water. Make a fi nal check of 
food, water and other supplies.
TCCOR 1 Caution: Winds of 
35-49 knots sustained are occur-
ring (at a particular installation).
TCCOR 1 Emergency: Winds 
of 50 knots sustained or gust 
factors of 60 knots or greater are 
occurring at a particular instal-
lation. All outside activities are 
prohibited.
TCCOR 1 Recovery: Aft er the 
passage of a tropical cyclone 
(TC), when destructive winds 
have subsided and are no longer 

forecasted to occur, survey and 
work crews are sent out to deter-
mine the extent of damage and 
to establish safe zones around 
hazards (e.g. downed power 
lines, unstable structures).  Until 
the recovery process is declared 
complete (TCCOR All Clear), or 
the risk of injury and/or damage 
to personnel and property has 
been mitigated to a safe level, the 
general base population would 
normally be asked to remain 
indoors.
TCCOR Storm Watch: Strong 
winds of 35 knots sustained or 
greater are possible due to the 
proximity of a tropical cyclone; 
however, winds are not forecast-
ed to meet the destructive wind 
criteria (50 knots sustained or 
gust factors of 60 knots or great-
er). Personnel should follow 
Standard Operating Procedures 
for TCCOR Storm Watch and 
stay alert for any changes to TC-
COR status. Strong winds will 
meet TCCOR 1 Caution criteria. 

Th e storm is also close enough 
to the area that a heightened 
alert status is necessary in order 
to rapidly establish elevated 
TCCOR conditions should the 
storm deviate from the forecast-
ed track or intensity.
*It is possible to return to 
TCCOR Storm Watch from an-
other TCCOR level if the storm 
is no longer forecasted to reach 
destructive wind criteria.
TCCOR All Clear: Th e storm is 
over and not forecast to return.  
Storm damage could still pres-
ent a danger. Th is TCCOR level 
is used to inform U.S. Military 
and civilians that the threat of 
the storm is over. However, until 
the recovery process is declared 
complete (TCCOR All Clear), or 
the risk of injury and/or damage 
to personnel and property has 
been mitigated to a safe level, the 
general base population would 
normally be asked to continue 
to remain indoors.
(Current as of June 2015)
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By Senior Airman
John Linzmeier
18th Wing Public Affairs
5/22/2016 — More than 40 Sailors, Sol-
diers, Marines, Airmen and Department 
of Defense civilians gathered here to attend 
the fi rst U.S. Pacifi c Command Medical 
Logistics Workshop held on Okinawa.
 Th e three-day workshop was hosted 
by the Th eater Lead Agent Medical 
Materiel - Pacifi c and enabled leadership 
throughout the PACOM theater to look at 
the mission requirements and determine 
the best way to overcome operational 
constraints from a joint perspective.
 “Working groups such as this one help 
us iron out the wrinkles in the medical 
supply distribution program in the 
Pacifi c,” said U.S. Army Lt. Col. Deidre 
Lockhart, U.S. Army Pacifi c Surgeon’s 
Offi  ce support operations chief. “Th is 
in turn ensures we can get supplies to 
providers and medics with the mission 
to care for our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, 
and Marines, Not to mention their fami-
lies as well; in both peacetime and crisis.”
 The DoD provides medical care to 
its service members whether they’re at 
home station or deployed to locations 

all over the world.
 “To provide care to patients, the DoD 
must ensure its health care providers have 
the proper medical materiel resources 
and equipment to deliver eff ective health 
care,” said Lt. Col. Randall Ivall, Air Force 
Medical Operations Agency medical 
logistics deputy chief. 
 Communication between medical 
personnel is vital to maintaining warf-
ighting capabilities and providing aid on 
humanitarian missions. If supplies are not 
distributed to the right place at the right 
time, the consequences can be paramount.
 “Medical supplies two weeks late are 
too costly; both monetarily and in lives 
lost, said Lockhart, “and that’s true in war 
and with natural disasters,”
 Operating in an overseas environment 
with limited resources requires logistics 
teams to come up with creative solutions 
in order to deliver medical supplies to 
forces on the ground, including members 
from allied nations, such as Australia, 
South Korea and Japan.
 Unlike normal operations where many 
logisticians are required to communicate 
with each other from overseas locations, 
participants used the face-to-face op-

portunity to better communicate their 
diff erent needs, capabilities and ideas to 
improve operations.
 “People are walking away from this 
with a better understanding of each other’s 
capabilities and limitations, and that’s the 
key,” said U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Olusegun 

Olabode, 3rd Medical Logistics Compa-
ny, 3rd Supply Battalion commander. “It 
all goes back to understanding what each 
and every one of us brings to the fi ght. 
Th is way, we can leverage each other and 
fi ll any gaps in our methods so we can 
provide optimum patient care.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier) 

Joint leaders meet, improve medical logistics

^Medical Logistics Sailors, Soldiers, Marines, Airmen and DoD civilians from various Pacifi c Command Units 
participate in the PACOM Medical Logistics Workshop May 17, at Kadena Air Base.
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Kadena Airmen selected for master sergeant

Timothy P. Acord,18th Munitions Squadron
Joshua P. Alvarez, 18th Equipment Maintenance  Squadron
Derek P. Anderson, 320th Special Tactics Squadron
Jason L. Anderson, 18th Operations Support Squadron
Luis E. Angulo, 320th Special Tactics Squadron
Jon P. Aubert, 18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Maison B. Babiera, 18th Medical Support Squadron
Christopher D. Baker, 18th Maintenance Group
Jermaine L. Baker, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Olivia A. Barnes, 18th Wing
Anita P. Bostic, 18th Force Support Squadron
Shannon M. Bowman, 353rd Special Operations Maintenance 
Squadron
John W. Brush, 18th Maintenance Group
Cecille A. Caldejon, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Kory A. Cardona, 18th Wing
Errol K. Catanes, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Mathew J. Chambers, 33rd Rescue Squadron
Kevin T. Chellis, 18th Wing
Lakesha R. Cole, 353rd Special Operations Group
Kendra M. Coleman, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Sean E. Courtois, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Anthony D. Cox, 353rd Special Operations Maintenance 
Squadron
Griselda Z. Criddell, 18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Richard A. Crom, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Carmen D. Ellis, 18th Dental Squadron
Joshua J. Engel,  718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Martin C. Faulkner, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron

Timothy E. Ferguson, 82nd Reconnaissance Squadron
Michael Q. Finney, 18th Operations Support Squadron
John D. Firlik, 18th Communications Squadron
Thomas G. Fleming, 18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Marie E. Gagnier, 718th Civil Engineer Squadron
Shawn M. Gilman, 18th Medical Operations Squadron
Shawntina A. Graham, 18th Force Support Squadron
Edward J. Grant, 18th Security Forces Squadron
David A. Gustafson, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Buddy L. Hakala, 18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Raquel T. Hall, 353rd Special Operations Support Squadron
Arkelia F. Hamlet, 18th Dental Squadron
Anglea A. Hansen, 18th Medical Operations Squadron
Daniel M. Hawkins, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
John J. Hegarty, 390th Intelligence Squadron
Sammy L. Hicks, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Jason W. Hill, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Russell S. Hoffman, 18th Maintenance Group
David W. Hollars, 18th Communications Squadron
Chad S.  Holloway, 909th Air Refueling Squadron
Warner R. Houston, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Alleem A. Humber, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Jason D. Humes, 320th Special Tactics Squadron
Jason T. Ikeda, 18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Jeffrey A. Klein, 18th Operations Support Squadron
Amos E. Kleinwolterink, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Timothy R. Kuemerle, 18th Component Maintenance 
Squadron
Joshua W. Lacey, 18th Component Maintenance  Squadron
Sherresa D. Lasseter, 18th Operations Support Squadron
Steven O. Lawrence, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron
Anthony J. Lenczowski, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Thomas E. Livengood, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron
Seth O.  Lujan, 353rd Special Operations Maintenance 
Squadron
Michael J. Lydko, 18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Derek D. Madlener, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Robert P. Marcy, 18th Component Maintenance Squadron
Luis H. Marrero, 18th Maintenance Group
Butch A. McCarty, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Jermaine A. McCrea, 18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Dennis M. McIvor, 18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Kevin L. McKee, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Kirk W. Miles, 18th Operations Support Squadron
David A. Miller, 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Dendouang Moungsiharat, 18th Operations Support 
Squadron
Paula L. Moungsiharat, 320th Special Tactics Squadron
Leeann N. Mullins, 353rd Special Operations Maintenance 
Squadron

Jessica D. Murphy, 18th Wing
Kahlila B. Mutidi, 18th Civil Engineer Group
Rachel A. Newman, 353rd Special Operations Maintenance 
Squadron
Elliott D. Norris, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Richard M. Northrup, 390th Intelligence Squadron
Luis M. Nunez, 390th Intelligence Squadron
Billy J. Parham, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Adrianne I. Paul, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Audrion C. Paul, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Tijuana S. Perry, 320th Special Tactics Squadron
April A. Pham, 18th Force Support Squadron
Teddy F. Poole, 18th Security Forces Squadron
Nakoma S. Pratt, 18th Security Forces Squadron
Jeremiah G. Putnam, 390th Intelligence Squadron
Adam G. Rains, 18th Force Support Squadron
Matthew A. Reihle, 718th Aircraft Maintenance  Squadron
Rodney S. Retialoross, 18th Maintenance Group
Tyrell O. Samifua, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Keith E. Shaff, 18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Maurice R. Shankles, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Jarod S. Singer, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Andrew R. Smith, 320th Special Tactics Squadron
Charrissa L. Smith, 18th Aerospace Medicine Squadron
Jamie P. Smith, 31st Rescue Squadron
Ryan B.  Stout, 18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Lauren K. Strike, 18th Wing
Chad E.  Tillery, 18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Asia P. Tucker, 18th Medical Support Squadron
Patrick D. Vantatenhove, 353rd Special Operations 
Maintenance Squadron
Chastity D. Varner, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Adam E. Vaughan, 353rd Special Operations Support 
Squadron
Jedediah D. Venable, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron
Andrew A. Veseth, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron
Jacob S. Villavicencio, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Christopher B. Ward, 353rd Special Operations Support 
Squadron
Justin C. Warner, 353rd Special Operations Maintenance 
Squadron
Angela M. Warren, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Tori B. Watkins, 353rd Special Operations Maintenance 
Squadron
Darren L. Wells, 961st Airborne Air Control Squadron
Kelly C. Wilson, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Lordell D. Wilson, 353rd Special Operations Group
Michael R. Wilson, 1st Special Operations Squadron
Jack D. Wrobel, 390th Intelligence Squadron
Richard L. Wynn, 18th Component Maintenance Squadron

By 18th Wing Public Affairs
5/25/2016 — Congratulations to more than 100 Team 
Kadena Airmen selected for promotion to the rank of 
master sergeant May 23.
 More than 3,800 technical sergeants across the Air 
Force were selected, representing 18.71 percent of the 
20,528 eligible.
 Th e average score for those selected was 350.21. 
Selectees’ average time in grade is 4.38 years and time 
in service is 15.27. Th e average enlisted performance re-
port score is 133.85, and 11.02 is the average decorations 
score. Th e average promotion fi tness examination score 
is 82.76 and the average specialty knowledge test score 
is 68.43.
 Team Kadena technical sergeants selected for promo-
tion to master sergeant are:
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By Michael Bottoms
U.S. Special Operations Command
5/23/2016 - MACDILL AIR 
FORCE BASE, Fla. — For more 
than two months, Ranger stu-
dents train to exhaustion. Th ey 
push the limits of their bodies, 
minds and souls, and on average, 
one in three candidates makes it 
through the grueling course.
 Th e average U.S. Army Rang-
er School student is in the rank 
of E-4 through E-6 on the enlist-
ed side and O-1 through O-3 for 
the offi  cers. Most are between 19 
and 27 years old, and only about 
21 Airmen graduate each year.
 Th en there are candidates 
like 39-year-old Chief Master 
Sgt. William Speck, who in 
April, became the fi rst Air Force 
chief master sergeant to gradu-
ate from Ranger School.
 “I always had aspirations of 
attending Ranger School, back 
when I was a much younger 
security forces member in the 
mid-90s,” Speck said. “However, 
the opportunity never presented 
itself, that is, until about six 
months ago when I got the go-
ahead to attend. At the age of 39, 
the desire was still strong, but at 
this stage of my career it wasn’t 
just for the thrill-seeking part that 
comes with the training, it was 
more to gain a better understand-
ing of the Ranger mission set.”
 Th e Dayton, Texas, native 
is currently serving as the U.S. 
Special Operations Command’s 

J6 operations superintendent 
where he supports the Rangers 
on a daily basis with their com-
munications requirements.
 “I had the privilege prior to 
Ranger School to fi ll in as the 
deployed regimental J6 sergeant 
major, where I learned and 
experienced a great deal, to 
include picking up on some of 
the communication challenges 
the Rangers are faced with on 
the tactical edge,” Speck said. 
“Although the deployment was 
a success, I felt it was important 
in my position to gain a better 
understanding of the dynamics 
and experience fi rsthand what 
it’s like to be a Ranger, so I 
jumped on the opportunity to 
go to Ranger School and make 
my lifelong dream a reality.”
 Speck started Ranger School 
weighing 194 pounds; by grad-
uation, he weighed 155. Out of 
360 students, he was one of only 
90 who graduated. Th e weight 
loss resulted from the daunting 
physical aspects of the course, 
but the real challenge was men-
tal, caused by sleep deprivation 
and constant hunger.
 “I thought the physical piece 
would be the toughest, but it 
was more of a mental hurdle for 
me. Th e long walks, especially at 
nighttime, were really challeng-
ing,” Speck said. “We only slept 
15 to 30 minutes a night and we 
were starving because we were 
burning way more calories than 

we were consuming, and then 
having to walk 7 or 12 kilometers 
a night in the steep mountains 
of Dahlonega, Georgia, and the 
swamps of Florida, carrying 60 
to 90 pound ruck strapped to 
our backs was really mentally 
challenging. Being tired and 
hungry, there were times where 
I really had to go to my happy 
place. I had to think there was an 
end to everything, and the only 
thing the RIs (Ranger instruc-
tors) couldn’t stop was time.” 
 According to Speck, the 
Ranger School gives participants 
a complete sensory overload 
and can really overpower them.
 “If you let it, the whole course 
can overwhelm you. I had to 
approach the course one event 
at a time. Whether it was the 
Darby Obstacle Course to the 
land navigation course, 5-mile 
run or the 12-mile ruck, (my 
mindset was) survive today and 
make tomorrow,” the chief said. 
“I had doubts everyday whether 
I would make it through. I had 
a saying, ‘I’ll quit tomorrow.’ 
Everybody who goes through 
that course second-guesses 
themselves. I’m an older guy 
and I was praying every day that 
my body would hold up.”
 Th e Ranger School is de-
signed as a team concept where 
no one individual can make it 
through the course alone.
 “Th ey have a saying, ‘You don’t 
earn your Ranger tab; your bud-

dies earn your Ranger tab.’ Th at 
is a 100 percent truth. It’s a team 
event. Everybody has a role, and 
if one person fails in their role, 
then the team fails,” Speck said.
 Speck said the most valuable 
lesson he learned from Ranger 
School was to re-examine the 
leader and follower roles.
 “As an E-9 with 21 years of 
service, the leadership piece came 
naturally for me, but my biggest 
takeaway was how to be a better 
follower,” Speck said. “As we all 
know, it's just as important to be a 
good follower as it is to be a good 
leader, and sometimes as senior 

enlisted leaders, we forget that.” 
 Being a chief, and now wear-
ing the Ranger tab, Speck said 
he wants others to learn from 
his experience.
 “I don’t want to just wear the 
Ranger tab, I want to give back,” 
Speck said. “Since my return, 
I’ve had numerous Airmen, in-
cluding joint service members, 
reach out to me to gain more 
insight on my experiences in the 
hopes of one day earning their 
own Ranger tab. It is my goal 
for those who really want it, to 
make their dream a reality, just 
like my leadership did for me.”

Chief becomes first AF E-9 to graduate Ranger School

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Angelita Lawrence)

^Chief Master Sgt. William Speck graduated U.S. Army Ranger School at Fort Benning, Ga., 
April 22. Speck is the fi rst Air Force chief master sergeant to graduate from the Army’s premier 
leadership course.
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By Secretary of the Air Force 
Public Affairs
5/23/2016 - WASHINGTON — Th e Air 
Force has deferred the eff ective date for 
promotion and re-enlistment eligibility 
associated with the Air Force policy to 
complete enlisted professional military 
education distance learning courses with-
in 12 months of enrollment until Jan. 1.
 Th e six-month deferment allows ad-
ditional time to validate notifi cation and 
acknowledgment procedures, as well as 
ensure test centers have the time and 
capacity to meet testing requirements.
 Th ese adjustments alleviate potential 
impacts to a signifi cant number of Airmen 

who may fail to complete Course 14 and 
15 for reasons beyond their control.
 “EPME is a critical component of 
our professional enlisted force and our 
expectations have not changed,” said 
Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force James 
A. Cody. “Airmen are still required to 
complete EPME Distance Learning in 
a timely manner, yet we certainly un-
derstand we need to adjust to ensure all 
Airmen are able to complete the course 
on time. Th e policy deferment is neces-
sary for us to assist Airmen through the 
transition to a blended learning program 
that delivers higher quality education to 
our Airmen earlier in their careers.”

 Airmen who may go beyond 12 
months in completing EPME DL must 
request a course extension through Air 
University, in accordance with enrollment 
instructions. Airmen will not be marked 
ineligible to reenlist and compete for pro-
motion until the new policy eff ective date.
 Th e blended learning and time-in-
service model announced in December 
2014 was implemented so Airmen 
would receive PME earlier and more 
frequent in their career. Th roughout 
the three-year transition of EPME to a 
blended learning model, approximately 
50,000 Airmen have enrolled in the 
distance learning portion.

 Th e temporary deferment of policy 
dictating repercussions to promotion 
and re-enlistment upon failure to enroll, 
complete and pass military education 
within one year of enrollment will expire 
Jan. 1, 2017. Airmen who enrolled in 
EPME on or aft er Jan. 1, 2016, are not 
aff ected by this deferment.
 Airmen enrolled in EPME DL will be 
contacted directly by the Air Force Per-
sonnel Center with more information 
about the changes. Formal guidance 
will also be communicated from the 
headquarters manpower, personnel and 
services directorate to major commands, 
for further dissemination.

AF defers promotion, re-enlistment ineligibility 
policy tied to enlisted distance learning completion
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By Steve Warns
Air Force Civil Engineer Center Public Affairs
5/19/2016 - JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-LACKLAND, Texas — Airmen 
and their families wanting to spend time 
in the great outdoors camping, boating 
or just relaxing can use a new Air Force 
Services Activity database.
 To make it easier for members of the 
Air Force family to determine what Air 
Force recreational opportunities are 
available, AFSVA catalogued a list of 
family camps and recreational facilities 
at MyAirForceLife.com.
 “We hope that whenever a family 
decides to go camping or RV-ing, they 
would use the Air Force to do that,” 
said Jason Caswell, the marketing re-
search analyst for AFSVA. “Whether it 
is a weekend getaway on one’s current 
installation, or a cross-country vacation 
with the family, the Air Force provides 
amazing opportunities to reconnect.”
 Th e list of campsites is broken down 
by state. Th ere are 35 states listed in the 
database as well as Japan, Caswell added.
 “For example, if I know I’m traveling 
to Alabama, I can click on Alabama and 
see what Air Force bases are in Alabama 
and from there click on the link, call and 
make the reservation,” he said.
 Th e idea originated when Phil Heeg, 
the Air Force outdoor recreation pro-
gram manager at AFSVA, was asked if 
there was a list of Air Force recreation 

lodging locations. Although there are 
available commercial sources for the in-
formation, there wasn’t an Air Force-spe-
cifi c resource. 
 Heeg was then tasked to coordinate 
with outdoor recreation managers 
across the Air Force to establish an Air 
Force-operated, central database. 
 Christy Lingenfelter, the outdoor 
recreation manager at Tyndall Air Force 
Base, Florida, calls the site a fantastic tool 
that will be benefi cial to everyone.
 “One of the biggest hurdles of Air Force 
campgrounds is the lack of exposure,” 
Lingenfelter said. “I hear all the time from 
new customers to the campground that 
they didn’t know we were here. When 
asked, they said they heard about us from 
a former customer. To have a one-stop 
shop for Air Force campgrounds will 
be greatly benefi cial to snowbirds and 
military families alike trying to plan their 
trips with greater ease.” 
 Th is directory, which will be updated 
annually as additional data becomes 
available, is expected to help Air Force 
recreation lodging operations maintain 
high levels of occupancy year-round. 
 Th e Air Force maintains 36 recre-
ation lodging facilities with over 500 
cabins and almost 100 fi xed-RV sites 
worldwide, according to AFSVA. Also, 
71 family camps across the globe feature 
thousands of RV hookups and tent sites 
for all camping needs.

New website makes 
it easier for Airmen to 
enjoy the great outdoors
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^Logistics Specialist 2nd Class Roxanne Benavidez, left, assigned to Naval Supply Fleet Logistics Center 
Yokosuka’s Okinawa detachment, performs Tinikling, a traditional Philippine dance, with an audience 
member May 20 as part of Asian American/Pacifi c Islander Heritage Month at Camp Shields. Sponsored by 
Commander Fleet Activities Okinawa’s Multi-Cultural Committee, the event brought together Sailors from 
CFAO and tenant commands in a celebration of the numerous Asian American contributions to the military 
and included a presentation, dance and food.

Asian American Pacifi c 
Islander Heritage Month

(U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Steven Khor)

(U.S. Navy photo by Petty Offi cer 2nd Class Clay Whaley)

    Logistics Specialist 1st 
Class Valerie Flores Pagan, 
left, assigned to Naval 
Supply Fleet Logistics 
Center Yokosuka’s Okinawa 
detachment, left, and 
Master-at-Arms 1st Class 
Sharice Taylor, assigned 
to Commander Fleet 
Activities Okinawa Security 
Department, tries a variety 
of Asian food following a 
presentation celebrating 
Asian American/Pacifi c 
Islander Heritage Month at 
Camp Shields on May 20.

Lt. Clark Ross, assigned to the Fighting Tigers of Patrol Squadron 8, welcomes members of Japan Maritime Self- 
Defense Force’s Fleet Air Wing 5 on May 23, in preparation for a Combined Maritime Patrol exercise scheduled for 
May 24. The objective of the exercise is to improve Anti-Submarine Warfare readiness, increasing effi ciency and 
interoperability between the two partner nations, in an effort to cohesively accomplish the same operational goals. 
VP-8 is currently  deployed to the SEVENTH Fleet area of operation conducting ISR missions and providing Maritime 
Domain Awareness to supported units throughout the Pacifi c theater.

^

JMSDF and VP-8 perform exercise
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YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — A crew 
chief with the 374th Aircraft  Mainte-
nance Squadron marshals a Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force’s C-130 Hercules into 
position on the parking ramp at Yokota 
Air Base, May 18. A JASDF C-130 as-
signed to the 401st Squadron at Komaki 
Air Base.

MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan — Staff  
Sgt. Marreese Blunt, a trainer with the 
35th Security Forces Squadron, wears a 
protective suit as participants of Police 
Week practice defensive techniques at 
Misawa Air Base, May 19. Police Week, 
established in 1962 by President John F. 
Kennedy, honors police offi  cers who lost 
their lives in the line of duty.

KUNSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Ko-
rea — Lt. Gen. Terrence O’Shaughnessy, 
7th Air Force commander, transfers 
command to Col. Todd “Wolf ” Dozier, 
8th Fighter Wing commander, during the 
8th FW change of command ceremony at 
Kunsan Air Base, May 20.

OSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Korea — 
Soldiers assigned to the 8th Army Band 
perform during the Armed Forces Day 
Parade at Osan Air Base, May 21. Th e 
band was one of the many participants in 
the parade, which was hosted by the local 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 10216.

JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICH-
ARDSON, Alaska — Air transportation 
Airmen from Joint Base Elmen-
dorf-Richardson participate in a Port 
Dawg Memorial 5k run May 20. Th e 
run was part of a coordinated event with 
other air transportation units around the 
world to honor ‘port dawg’ Airmen who 
passed away in 2016. 

JOINT BASE PEARL HARBOR 
HICKAM, Hawaii — Army Staff  Sgt. 
Justin Godinet, a recruiter, talks to Army 
recruits during the Our Community 

Salutes recognition ceremony on the USS 
Battleship Missouri Memorial, May 21. 
Our Community Salutes of Hawaii is a 
community based initiative to recognize 
and honor graduating high school se-
niors, who plan to join the Armed Forces 
aft er graduation. Service members, 
military veterans, community leaders, 
educators and businessmen and women 
used the ceremony as an opportunity to 
recognize the enlistees and their families 
for stepping up to join the one percent of 
Americans who serve in the military.

JASDF loadmasters 
familiarize JAI

JASDF loadmasters 
familiarize JAI

JBER ‘port dawgs’ host 
annual memorial 5K

Local Community honors 
high school graduates 
choosing to serve

Misawa honors fallen 
comrades during
Police Week

Wolf Pack welcomes 
Wolf 56

Yokota Airmen run to 
honor Port Dawg fallen

(U.S. Air Force photo by Yasuo Osakabe) 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan - Yokota Airmen with the 515th Air Mobility Operations Group, 730th Air Mobility 
Command, and 374th Logistics Readiness Squadron run in a formation during the Port Dawg Memorial 5K 
Run at Yokota Air Base, May 20. “Port Dawg” is a nickname for aerial port members. This is the 3rd annual 
memorial run for the fallen Airmen in the air transportation career fi eld from the past.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Yasuo Osakabe)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Victor J. Caputo)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Valerie Monroy)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Aaron Oelrich)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Jordyn Fetter) 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Chelsea Browning)
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Kadena and Camp Foster emergency 
numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 

everyone to program their cell phones 

with the emergency numbers. To report an 

emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-

5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For 

Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 

from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

Typhoon Season
Typhoon Season starts June 1. Ensure 

emergency kits are fully stocked prior to the 

start of typhoon season. Do not wait until it is 

too late to stock your emergency kits.

* water (1 gallon per person per day)

* non-perishable foods (jerky, canned 

goods, etc.)

* fl ashlight with batteries

* radio with batteries

* fi rst aid kit

* personal hygiene items

* can opener

* baby formula (if applicable)

* Pet food (if applicable)

For more information, contact Staff Sgt. 

Matthew McNutt at 634-4404.

MPS hours change
Effective June 1, the Military Personnel 

Section will change the hours of operation to 

the following: Mon, Tues, Thurs and Friday: 

8 a.m. to 3 p.m. / Wednesday: 7:30 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m. The MPS will provide emergency 

assistance as needed, as well as unit specifi c 

requirements if coordinated in advance. For 

more information, call 634-1946.

Legal Assistance Cancelled
The legal offi ce will not have normal legal 

assistance (speak with an attorney) June 

2 between 9-10 a.m. We will still provide 

Letter of Attorney’s, Power of Attorney’s, 

and Notaries during this time. We will resume 

normal legal assistance June 6. For more 

information, contact Tech. Sgt. Edmund 

Brookins at 634-3300.

New AtHoc Mass Notification system 
The 18th Civil Engineer Group has just 

launched a new AtHoc Mass Notifi cation 

system for the military family housing 

residents of Okinawa. The current system 

for notifying residents of issues or upcoming 

maintenance relied on spending hundreds 

of man hours going door-to-door posting 

notices, or creating posts on social media 

such as Kadena’s Facebook page, www.

Facebook.com/KadenaAirBase. 

Airman and Family Readiness Center 
Closure
The Airman and Family Readiness Center 

will be closed May 31 from noon to 5 p.m. 

for an offi cial function. For more information, 

contact Lorrie Perkins at 634-3366.

Single Airman Program
The Schilling Community Center is 

announcing the Single Airman Program is 

open to all single service members. Sign-up 

is required. For more information or upcoming 

trips, visit the Schilling Community Center. 

Finance Monthly Closure
The 18th Comptroller Squadron fi nance 

customer service will be closed the third 

Thursday of every month for training. Dates 

for the next three months will be: June 16. 

The Finance Offi ce will also close at 12 p.m. 

on May 27 for a squadron function and will 

resume normal duty hours on June 1. For 

more information or any questions, contact 

the Budget Offi ce at 632-6453/634-2601 or 

Customer Service at 634-4000/1300.

Gate 3 Limited Operations
Gate 3 will be undergoing a renovation 

project to install an overhang which will 

cover the inbound traffi c lanes. This project 

is scheduled to last 75 days (July 31, 2016). 

During this time we highly suggest that you 

allow extra time in your plan or utilize Gates 

2 or 5 for entry, as there will be signifi cant 

delays.

Hours of operation (inbound traffi c only):

· Mon-Fri: 6-9 a.m.

· Sat-Sun: 9-11 a.m.

All other hours of operations will be for 

outbound traffi c only. For more information, 

contact Master Sgt. Melvin Hunt at 634-3532. 

Pass and Registration Visitors Center 
upcoming closures and training day
May 30 & 31: Closed (Memorial Day & 5 

PACAF Down Day). For more information, 

contact Tech. Sgt. Jerret Snodgrass at 634-

3273.

Post Office closure
The Post Offi ce will be closed May 30-31 in 

observance of Memorial Day and the PACAF 

Family Day. For more information, call 634-

5098.

Okinawa City and Chatan Town Welfare 
Drive
Donate to families in our local community. 

Items needed; non-perishable foods (rice, 

pasta, canned goods), toiletries, detergent 

and household items. Food cannot expire 

before June. Drop off boxes have been placed 

at the USO, Shoppettes and Post Offi ce for 

your convenience. For more information, 

contact Tech. Sgt. Olivia Barnes at 634-1800.

AP2 Tabletop Gaming Group is looking 
for New Players
AP2 Gaming is a tabletop war gaming group 

from different bases and branches of service. 

Meetings are held at the Warrior Zone at 

Torii Station on Saturdays at noon. For more 

information join the Facebook group at www.

facebook.com/groups/ap2gaming to start 

rolling some dice. All are welcome to join.

Kadena Youth Center has instructor 
opportunities 
The Youth Center is looking for motivated 

and talented instructors who are interested 

in teaching classes to youth. We offer a wide 

range of classes such as gymnastics, music, 

dance and martial arts. If we don’t already 

offer your particular specialty come see us, 

as we are interested in talking to you. We are 

also interested in contracting a computer 

specialist. Come help us fi ll our youths 

minds with knowledge. For more information, 

contact Warren Britton at 632-0500/098-961-

0500.

2016 Presidential Primaries
2016 Presidential Elections are underway. 

Register to vote now. For a full list go to: 

http://www.fvap.gov/vao/vag/appendix/

state-elections. For more information, visit 

the Kadena Voting Sharepoint site at:  https://

kadena.eis.pacaf.af.mil/18WG/programs/

VAO/SitePages/Home.aspx, or talk to your 

squadrons UVAO, or email vote.kadena@

us.af.mil.

Water flow testing
The 18th Civil Engineer Squadron will be 

conducting water fl ow testing June 1 and 2 

with close coordination between the 718th 

Civil Engineer Squadron Housing Flight, Camp 

Foster Facilities Engineering, 18th Aerospace 

Medicine Squadron Bioenvironmental Flight 

and Naval Preventative Medicine Department. 

This testing will be completed to determine 

water volume availability in targeted areas 

across Camp Foster. Impacted areas include 

Kishaba Housing, Chatan Housing, Sada 

Housing, North-Foster Housing Towers, 

as well as non-housing facilities on Camp 

Foster. For more information, contact 

following numbers below: For housing related 

issues please refer questions to the 718th 

Continued on PAGE 11
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CES Housing Maintenance at 634-4663. 

For water pressure fl uctuations/outages 

refer questions to the 18th CES Customer 

Service at 634-2424. For non-housing areas 

please refer all questions to Camp Foster 

Facilities Engineering at 645-2297. Updates 

and boil water advisories, should one be 

necessary, will be posted to Kadena Air Base 

Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/

KadenaAirBase) and Camp Services and 

Marine Corps Installations Pacifi c Public 

Affairs’ Camp Foster Facebook page (https://

www.facebook.com/CampFoster).

UPCOMING EVENTS
18th Wing Memorial Day Ceremony
The Wing Memorial Day Ceremony is a time-

honored, annual tradition where each of us 

take time to refl ect on the contributions of 

those who served before us as well as those 

who we currently serve alongside. This event 

will take place May 30 from 8-9 a.m. at the 

18th Wing Headquarter Flag Poles (Bldg. 

10). The alternate location in case of rain is 

Chapel 1. For military members, dress is 

Airman Battle Uniform (ABUs or equivalent 

uniform; for civilians, casual attire. For more 

information, contact Master Sgt. Lindsay 

Lopez at lindsay.lopez@us.af.mil or Tech. Sgt. 

Evelyn Young at evelyn.young@us.af.mil or 

Staff Sgt. Kasey Roy at kasey.roy@us.af.mil. 

353rd SOSS Blood Drive
The 353rd Special Operations Support 

Squadron will be hosting a blood drive June 

1 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 353rd SOSS 

Auditorium (Bldg. 3524). Come donate blood 

and save a life. In general to donate blood at 

these drives, donors should: weigh at least 

110 pounds. / be feeling well and healthy 

for the past 3 days. / have not had a tattoo 

Okinawa in the past 12 months. To check 

your donor eligibility, click here: http://www.

militaryblood.dod.mil/Donors/can_i_donate.

aspx. For more information or to schedule an 

appointment, contact Mandy McCammon at 

the ASBBC at 646-9939.

Enlisted Village Golf Tournament
The Enlisted Village golf tournament will be 

at the Banyan Tree Golf Course June 10, 

registration starts at 6 a.m. and shotgun start 

at 7 a.m. There will be prizes for the 1st, 2nd, 

and 3rd place winners. Registration is $55/E-

4 and below and $60/E-5 and above with 

teams of 4; which includes green fees and 

golf cart fees and a lunch at Kenney Park. All 

extra proceeds will go towards the Enlisted 

Village. For more information or signup, 

contact Thomas Vernon or Fernando Ruiz at 

afevgolf@gmail.com. 

Kadena Elementary School Sneak Peak
The Kadena Elementary School is holding the 

KES Sneak Peak event June 3 start at 5 p.m., 

in the KES Cafeteria and then will have two 

visiting sessions, to accommodate multiple 

siblings in various grade levels to give 

students and parents a “look/preview” of the 

upcoming grade level for next school year. We 

have all our grade levels represented to give 

an overview of the next grade level, giving our 

parents information on what their child will 

be learning and students the experience of 

their next grade level. For more information, 

contact Susan Nordell at 634-1550.

Wired Bean Burger Burn Night
The Air Force Sergeant Assocation Chapter 

1533 is hosting their monthly joint service 

Wired Bean Airmen Night June 8 from 6-8 

p.m., at the Wired Bean for E-4 and below. 

Come and join your fellow Airmen for a free 

dinner. Volunteers are needed at 5 p.m. the 

day of the event to cook, set up/tear down, 

or dish wash. Also need food donations to 

supply the dinner. For more information on 

volunteering or donating food, contact Senir 

Airman Andre Boulware at andre.boulware@

us.af.mil.

CCAF Graduation Ceremony
The Fall 2015/Spring 2016 Community College 

of the Air Force Graduation Ceremony will be 

held June 9 from 1-3 p.m., at the Keystone 

Theater. There will also be a reception at the 

Schilling Community Center directly following 

the ceremony. For more information, contact 

Senior Master Sgt. Ross Erlenbach at 632-

8966 or Master Sgt. Jaime Tate at 634-1310.

Kadena Flag Day 2016
The Air Force Sergeants Association (AFSA) 

Ch.1553 will be hosting the Kadena Flag Day 

Ceremony June 14 at 7:30 a.m. at Bldg. 10 

and invites you to join them in celebrating 

loyalty to the nation, reaffi rming belief in 

liberty and justice, and observing the nation’s 

unity. For more information, contact Tech. 

Sgt. Jonathan Becker at 634-3272 or Senior 

Airman Zachary Wilt at 634-1177.

18th CES/CEX ASBP Blood Drive
The Readiness and Emergency Management 

Flight will be hosting a blood drive in support 

of the Armed Services Blood Program June 

22 from noon to 4 p.m. in the Schilling 

Community Center. All SOFA members are 

welcome, feel free to invite family and friends.  

For more information, contact Airman 1st 

Class Lillian Najera at lillian.najera@us.af.mil 

or Airman 1st Class Perry Cunanan at perry.

cunanan@us.af.mil or call 634-4404.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteers needed for Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
missions
Volunteers are needed for missions to Laos, 

Vietnam, Cambodia and Solomon Islands.  

Below are the guidelines necessary to 

participate in this exceptional opportunity.   

All volunteers must: Be approved by their 

commander via signed memorandum to 

proceed on a 45-60 day TDY. / Have a current 

fi tness score of 80 or greater. / Possess an 

offi cial passport that is valid through 2016 - 

Be paygradeE-5 through E-8 (Any AFSC). / 

Member must not be in his/her AEF bucket or 

band to include training. **Senior Airmen can 

apply - Commander must include statement 

in memo that attests to the selected 

airman’s professionalism. These missions 

are funded by DPAA. For more information, 

contact Tech. Sgt. Kenneth De Gracia at  

449-8874 or at kenneth.de_gracia.1@us.af.

mil  mailto:kenneth.de_gracia.1@us.af.mil  or 

email pacaf.a1rp@us.af.mil.

Volunteers Needed at Kadena Middle 
School
The KDMS Students Taking Academic 

Responsibility (STAR) Program is looking for 

30 volunteers to serve as mentors for the 

students. The duties will consist of assisting 

students with academic assignments who 

are enrolled in the STAR program. The 

volunteers will meet at Ryukyu/Kadena 

Middle School on Kadena Air Base Bldg 

1984. The attire will be Civilian clothing or 

uniform and aletter and/or Certifi cate of 

appreciation will be given. All volunteers will 

receive a brief training prior to working with 

students. We would prefer for volunteers to 

be able to commit to volunteering either on 

Wednesday or Thursday on a weekly basis. 

For more information, contact Natarsha 

Baker at  Natarsha.baker@pac.dodea.edu or 

at 634-0217.

Salsa Dance Instruction at Kadena High 
School
Kadena High School is looking for 

experienced dancers who can teach students 

how to Salsa dance.  One session required 

per class, with three 90 minute long classes 

throughout the school day. Volunteers would 

be needed in late May and early June. For 

more information, contact Sergio Mendoza at 

Sergio.Mendoza@pac.dodea.edu.
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By 436th Airlift Wing
Safety Offi ce
5/17/2016 - DOVER AIR FORCE BASE, 
Del. — Th is year’s Critical Days of Sum-
mer Safety Campaign begins on Friday 
May 27, 2016, and ends on September 6. 
Th e campaign stretches from Memorial 
Day to Labor Day with an emphasis on 
“Decisions Matter” which is this year’s 
campaign theme. 
 Th e decisions we make become even 
more critical when it comes to participat-
ing in high risk activities or activities that 
are unusual or dangerous. Good decision 
making is key to mishap prevention. 
Most mishaps are preventable and mis-
hap investigations oft en reveal that poor 
planning, poor judgment and/or poor 
decision making were involved.     
 Th e increase in daylight hours and 
favorable weather provide many opportu-
nities for high risk activities and long dis-
tance travel that if not properly planned 
for can lead to disaster. Keep in mind 
that driving while fatigued can be just as 
deadly as driving while intoxicated. Make 
sure you buckle up 100 percent of the time 
and ensure all of your family members 
do the same. Seat belt use saves lives and 
minimizes injuries which statistics show 
to be true year aft er year.  Always have a 
plan to ensure you get home safely if you 
will be consuming alcohol. 
 Motor vehicle safety is at the forefront 

of this year’s campaign. Th e Air Force 
continues to lose Airmen every year in 
either motorcycle mishaps or 4-wheel 
private motor vehicle mishaps. Unfortu-
nately, this does not change from year to 
year. Air Force wide, 14 Airmen lost their 
lives during the summer months last year. 
Five were involved in motorcycle mishaps, 
four in 4-wheel private motor vehicles 
and four were involved in drownings. Th e 
remaining mishap involved an individual 
who fell off  a golf cart and struck their 
head resulting in a fatality. Again, poor 
decision making or poor judgment played 
a factor in these mishaps.   
 Tips to mitigate or decrease the num-
ber of mishaps and fatalities relies on 
Airmen and their families applying risk 
management principles and knowing the 
hazards associated with their activities 
and taking steps to eliminate or reduce 
the risk. In addition, having a Wingman 
is critical. We must show concern for 
our fellow Airmen and take the steps to 
help each other make the right decisions 
and/or remove them from a potentially 
dangerous situation. 
 So whether you are about to jump out 
of an airplane, water ski, go to the beach 
or make a simple road trip, always have 
a good plan. Our goal is to have zero 
fatalities this summer; a little planning 
will ensure you return safe and sound to 
work aft er a fun fi lled summer.

“Decisions Matter” during
the Critical Days
of Summer 2016


