
By Senior Airman
Stephen G. Eigel
18th Wing Public Affairs
6/16/2016 — Operating 
24-hours a day, seven days a 
week, 365 days a year, Airmen 
in the 18th Security Forces 
Squadron are charged with 
security and force protection 
of more than 34,000 personnel 
and billions of dollars’ worth 
of deployed assets, equipment 
and aircraft  here.
 To be a “Defender,” takes a 
high volume of training and 
knowledge in weaponry, laws, 
directives and programs, pol-
icies, and procedures govern-
ing security forces activities, as 
well as a motivated individual 
ready for the task at hand.
 “I was extremely motivated 

to be security forces,” said Air-
man 1st Class Rachel Dolan, 
18th SFS patrolman. “I told my 
recruiter when I was coming 
in that I would wait forever if I 
had to, because I wanted all the 
action that’s in our job. I want-
ed to be able to get the bad guys 
and help the good guys.”
 Th e squadron has a 
58-square-mile legal juris-
diction which includes sev-
en Department of Defense 
schools and 14 housing areas. 
Additionally, the squadron 
supports pass and registration 
services for the installation, 
criminal investigative capabil-
ities and completes more than 
18,000 customs inspections 
annually.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)

^Staff Sgt. Troy Turnbo and Airman 1st Class Rachel Dolan, 18th Security Forces 
Squadron patrolmen, write a traffi c citation after pulling a dependent over for driving while 
on their phone at Kadena Air Base, June 13.

SEE  DEFENDER PAGE 3

Team 
Kadena 
recognizes 
Turkey 
Shoot 
winners

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

Airmen from the 67th Fighter Squadron receive the 
Top Fighter Squadron Award at the 2016 Turkey 
Shoot awards ceremony at the Keystone Theater, 
June 16, at Kadena Air Base. The award was 
presented to the 67th FS as a result of a series of 
scenarios including academic knowledge tests and 
tactical attack and defense simulations.

44th FIGHTER SQUADRON 
CELEBRATES 75 YEARS 
We can’t stop here, this is bat country

READ  75 YEARS PAGE 2

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

^Two F-15C Eagle aircraft with the 44th Fighter Squadron fl y in formation during an infl ight refueling exercise, March 21, 2016, off the coast of 
Japan. 44th FS pilots carry out contingency operations and provide around-the-clock theater security throughout the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region.

Behind the badge: 
What it’s like being a Defender



Okuma detachment 
gets new leadership

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

Col. Peter Pollock, 18th Force Support Squadron commander, passes the 
18th FSS guidon to Capt. AnnaBelle Hill, 18th FSS Okuma commander, 
during a change of command ceremony, June 20, at Okuma Recreation 
Facility, Okinawa. Hill is taking command of seven military personnel from 
four different Air Force career fi elds, three U.S. civilians and over 100 
local nationals from eight diverse activities, while controlling a $750,000 
operating budget and capital assets. 

18th MSG welcomes 
new commander

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th Wing commander, passes the 18th Mission 
Support Group guidon to Col. Paul Oldham, 18th MSG commander, during 
a change of command ceremony, June 22, at Kadena Air Base. The 18th 
MSG provides combat support for Pacifi c Air Force’s largest installation 
with 18th Wing and tenant units, $6 billion in assets and more than 12,500 
acres.
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By Airman 1st Class
Nick Emerick
18th Wing Public Affairs
6/17/2016 — Th e 44th Pursuit 
Squadron was activated in De-
cember, 1940, at Wheeler Field, 
Hawaii. Members of the 44th 
wouldn’t have to wait long to 
join the war eff ort.
 “Our fi rst combat involve-
ment was during the Pearl 
Harbor attack, and continued 
throughout the Pacifi c during 
World War II, eventually 
bringing us to Kadena Air Base, 
Okinawa,” said Lt. Col. Kevin 
Jameson, 44th Fighter Squad-
ron commander.
 During the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, only two of the squad-
ron’s aircraft  were able to take 
off , and were subsequently shot 
down. Following the attack, the 
44th fl ew training missions all 
summer in anticipation and 
to be combat profi cient in the 
battles to come.
 Th e squadron participated in 

the air battle over Guadalcanal 
from January to June of 1943 
and, by the end of that year, the 
44th was rated the top squad-
ron of 13th Air Force with 135 
enemy aircraft  destroyed.
  “Th is whole 75 years of the 
44th – they’ve set a bar of ex-
cellence that we strive every day 
to uphold or even push higher 
if we can,” said Capt. Matthew 
Selby, 44th FS pilot. “I feel very 
lucky. It’s really interesting to 
see all the people who have 
done amazing things, and to be 
wearing the same patch as them 
is humbling.”
 Th e 44th FS participated in 
many battles throughout the 
Pacifi c during WWII and the 
Korean confl ict as well as par-
ticipating in missions during 
Vietnam. 
 “I think being a part of that 
legacy gives us perspective. It’s 
about the people who have come 
before you and the foundation 
that has been established. It’s an 

absolute honor,” Jameson said.
 Th e 44th went through four 
diff erent names during their 
career, as well as several diff er-
ent airframes, until 1979, when 
they were the second unit in 
Pacifi c Air Force to receive the 
F-15 Eagle. Transition to the 
new aircraft  carried into 1980.
 “Th e whole reason we come 
in to work every day is so we 
get it perfect. A lot of that mo-
tivation comes from us trying 
to make sure we are preserving 
the legacy of the 44th,” Selby 
said.
 Since then, the 44th has 
been active throughout the In-
do-Asia-Pacifi c region with 
missions, deployments and ex-
ercises, wearing proudly the 
mantle that has been passed 
down to them.
 “Here at the 44th, we’re 
proud of where we came from,” 
Selby said. “It’s easy to be moti-
vated when you’re a part of that 
kind of history.”
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18th OG host change 
of command ceremony

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th Wing commander, passes the 18th 
Operations Group guidon to Col. Britt Hurst, 18th OG commander, during 
a change of command ceremony, June 17, at Kadena Air Base. Hurst 
commands nearly 900 people in eight squadrons and approximately 80 
F-15, KC-135, E-3 AWACS and HH-60 aircraft valued at more than $4 
billion. The 18th OG performs all 18th Wing fl ying, as well as aeromedical 
and combat rescue missions, in support of U.S. and allied interests.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

^An F-15C Eagle fi ghter pilot with the 44th Fighter Squadron conducts an infl ight refueling 
exercise with a KC-135 Stratotanker from the 909th Air Refueling Squadron, March 21, 2016, off 
the coast of Japan. 
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 (U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)

   Staff Sgt. Troy Turnbo and Airman 1st Class Rachel 
Dolan, 18th Security Forces Squadron patrolmen, get 
ready to go out on patrol at Kadena Air Base, June 13. 
To be a “Defender,” it takes a high volume of training 
and the knowledge in weaponry, laws, directives and 
programs, policies, and procedures governing security 
forces activities, as well as a motivated individual 
ready for the task at hand.

^Airman 1st Class Rachel Dolan, 18th 
Security Forces Squadron patrolman, 
writes an accident report for a minor 
vehicle accident near Kadena Air Base, 
June 13. Security forces members 
respond to all vehicle accidents in and 
around Kadena involving any Status of 
Forces Agreement members.

DEFENDER FROM PAGE 1

 “We work strange hours most of the 
time,” said Staff  Sgt. Troy Turnbo, 18th 
SFS patrolman. “An 8-hour shift  typically 
lasts 10 and a 10-hour shift  will usually 
last 12 to 14 hours by the time we turn 
in all of our gear and get the paperwork 
done.”
 Strange hours and weekend shift s 
are not uncommon for security forces. 
Dolan started her day at 4 a.m. and was 
scheduled to be done with her shift  by 
12:30 p.m. but by the time shift  change 
was over and all the paper work was 
complete, it was aft er 1:30 p.m. that she 

was able to go home.
 “Even though we work a lot, I fi nd this 
job really satisfying,” Dolan said. “I really 
like the feeling of being able to respond 
out and help people who are in need.”
 Th e essence of U.S. military presence 
on Okinawa comes in the form of part-
nerships with the Okinawan people. 
Within the 18th SFS, this holds true just 
the same.
 Th ough Airmen make up a vast num-
ber of Kadena’s Defenders, not everyone 
who wears a uniform and the iconic 
Defender’s beret is American. Numerous 

Okinawans also make up the security 
forces family, frequently seen running ID 
checks at the gates or translating when 
responding to off -base accidents and 
emergencies.
 “We have Japanese interpreters be-
cause we constantly receive calls from 
the police and fi re departments off  base,” 
said Dolan. “Th ey sit in the same offi  ce 
as us and work with us 24/7. Th ey are 
so awesome and helpful. I love working 
with them.”
 Turnbo added, the Defenders are 
trained to respond to any emergency 

ranging from car accidents and routine 
traffi  c incidents to active shooters and 
mass casualty situations. For anyone who 
comes in contact with a member of the 
18th SFS, he said to remember they’re 
there to help.
 “We maintain security and protection 
of the base,” said Dolan. “A lot of people 
will only come in contact with us when 
we are at the gate or pulling someone 
over, and they can get frustrated, but it’s 
important for them to know we are here 
and doing it for the protection of our 
military members and their families.”

^
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By Senior Airman 
Peter Reft
18th Wing Public Affairs
6/19/2016 — Shaun Smith 
strapped himself to an anchor 
point inside his MC-130J Com-
mando II cargo plane to observe 
in-fl ight refueling with an HH-
60G Pave Hawk helicopter April, 
2015, over the Philippine Sea.
 From the open cargo bay door, 
Smith watched Pave Hawk pilots 
skillfully maneuver their aircraft  
into position with the mid-air 
fuel line. He waved to the aircrew 
as they fi lled up their tanks.
 “I feel very blessed to be able 
to do these things and for it to 
be my job,” said U.S. Air Force 
Senior Airman Shaun Smith, a 
353rd Special Operations Main-
tenance Squadron (SOMXS) 
MC-130J Commando II crew 
chief. “Th ere’s really nothing 
like it when you have your feet 
dangling over the ocean.”
 Smith’s job tasks him with 
the responsibility of making 
sure the $67 million aircraft  is 
always ready to fl y.
 “I’m the go-to guy directing 
where work and maintenance 
needs to go, and I need to know 
about any issues with my aircraft  
at all times,” said Smith.
 MC-130J crew chiefs take 
pride in owning their aircraft . 
Aft er six months of intensive 

schooling and countless on-the-
job training hours, maintainers 
like Smith get to see their own 
names painted on the side of 
their aircraft .
 “Hands down, the people 
with their name on the planes 
are considered the upper eche-
lon of crew chiefs,” said Staff  Sgt. 
Donald Burwell, 353rd SOMXS 

MC-130J crew chief. “Th ey have 
earned this through hard work, 
dedication, and going above 
and beyond when it comes to 
working these planes.”
 Working with their hands 
every day, Smith and the other 
353rd SOMXS maintainers see 
the fruits of their labors every 
time their MC-130J’s return 

from fl ying.
 “It’s cool to be part of the 
reason it’s fl ying and to be a part 
of the mission itself,” Smith said. 
“I know I’m not the one fl ying 
the plane, but I’m the one who 
enabled it to fl y, go where it 
needs to go, do the mission, and 
come back safely.”
 Safety for the aircrew is 

paramount to crew chiefs.
 “Pilots put a lot of trust in 
the maintainers,” said Smith. “If 
they have any questions about 
the aircraft , we can answer them 
spot on so the pilots can feel 
safe. Th at’s the biggest thing.”
 Teams of maintainers work 
together around the clock to 
inspect each aircraft  and detect 
any issues.
 “Camaraderie is good, and 
there’s competition between 
crews of each airplane,” said 
Smith. “We give each other a 
hard time, but at the end of the 
day, we all are helping each oth-
er out, making sure both new 
and experienced Airmen are on 
the same page.”
 Th at teamwork pays off  for 
crews, and teams that excel earn 
fl ying time with their aircraft .
 “Th e more mission capable 
your plane is, the more likely 
it is that you go to a temporary 
duty station and see and experi-
ence new places,” said Burwell.
 Working hard and seeing 
the eff ort pay off  made being an 
MC-130 crew chief the right ca-
reer fi eld for Airmen like Smith.
 “You get to travel everywhere, 
earn recognition from your 
leaders, and see you own name 
on the side of that aircraft ,” he 
said. “Th ere’s really nothing like 
that anywhere else in the world.”

Hard work pays off: 353rd SOMXS Maintainers 
keep the MC-130J Commando II fl ying

(Courtesy photo)
^Senior Airman Shaun Smith and Staff Sgt. Jason Pitman, both 353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron MC-130J Commando II crew 
chiefs, observe in-fl ight refueling procedures over the Philippine Sea, April 2015. Smith and Pitman ensure around-the-clock readiness of MC-130J 
aircraft which can sortie at a moment’s notice for support operations throughout the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c theater. 
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By Airman 1st Class
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
6/15/2016 — Team members 
move seamlessly throughout an 
inspection; the sounds of ma-
chinery whirring, tools clanking 
and clipboards clinking can be 
heard throughout the hangar. Ev-
eryone moving in the right place 
at the right time as one unit.
 Th e 33rd Helicopter Mainte-
nance Unit recently completed a 
300-hour inspection, one which 
is done for every 300 hours of 
fl ight, June 14.
 Th is inspection is one of many 
the unit performs to ensure peak 
performance of the HH-60G 
Pave Hawk.
 “At peak effi  ciency, it can fl y 
up to 140 knots and the ceiling 
(the highest it can fl y effi  ciently) 
is almost 10,000 feet,” said Staff  
Sgt. Kyler Jackson, 33rd HMU 
electrical and environmental sys-
tems specialist. “Every scheduled 
inspection we have to do, along 
with the 300-hour inspection, 
we go over the entire aircraft  and 
make sure every nut, every piece 
of safety wire, every cauter pin, 
everything is tight, to make sure 
this is as stable as it can be.”
 Th e maintenance teams en-
sure the Pave Hawk can perform 
all of its diff erent missions.
 “In missions such as downed 
aircraft , we rescue those in need 
and bring them back for medical 
aid,” said Jackson. “Local rescue 
missions around Okinawa can 

include rescuing people on boats 
or stranded somewhere far off . 
Humanitarian missions can 
involve personnel recovery.”
 To ensure lives can be saved 
and missions can be completed, 
peak maintenance is critical to 
the HH-60.
 “What we do to help others out 
and that others may live is really 
our motto,” said Jackson. “Th e 
quality work we do to maintain 
this aircraft  pays off  in the end; 
someone will be helped or rescued 
and I think it’s pretty awesome.”
 Maintainers like Jackson and 
Airman Sean Ribbens, 33rd HMU 
crew chief, enable the success of 
the Pave Hawk’s mission by keep-
ing the aircraft  ready to fl y 24/7. 
As a crew chief, Ribbens main-
tains the Pave Hawk, including 
everything from towing, washing, 
launching and recovering.
 “It’s important to stay on top 
of your training so you are pre-
pared to perform your mission 
at any time,” Ribbens comment-
ed. “Contingency operations can 
pop off  at any time.”
 It’s this drive for making 
real world operations a success 
which makes Ribbens’ mainte-
nance worthwhile.
 “When I see the aircraft  come 
back aft er a successful training 
operation or a real-world op-
eration, I feel pride in knowing 
I played a part in the capability 
of the aircraft  to accomplish the 
mission eff ectively and poten-
tially save lives.”

That others may live: 33rd HMU ensures successful flight

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

^Staff Sgt. Cody Reigard and Airman 1st Class Zachary Zander, 
33rd Helicopter Maintenance Unit crew chiefs, install a mount for a 
scale June 14, at Kadena Air Base. The scale showed the strength of 
the HH-60G Pave Hawk’s fuel probe when pressure was applied to it.

^Airman 1st Class Joshua Clement, 33rd Helicopter Maintenance 
Unit crew chief, monitors measurements on a scale June 14, at Kadena 
Air Base. The fuel probe on the HH-60G Pave Hawk was inspected for 
durability when different amounts of pressure were applied to it. 

^Airmen with the 33rd Helicopter Maintenance Unit complete a fuel probe inspection June 14, at Kadena Air Base. The fuel probe was tested 
for its stress limits during in-fl ight refueling procedures.



By Senior Airman
Zachary Cacicia
436th Airlift Wing Public Affairs 
6/15/2016 - DOVER AIR FORCE BASE, 
Del. — In 1873, Phileas Fogg, the fi ctional 
protagonist in Jules Verne’s “Around the 
World in Eighty Days” circumnavigated 
the globe by rail and steamer ship in, of 
course, 80 days. Unfortunately for Fogg, 
he did not have access to a C-5M Super 
Galaxy to accomplish this feat quicker.
 A C-5M aircrew from the 9th Airlift  
Squadron at Dover Air Force Base com-
pleted an east to west circumnavigation 
of the globe May 21 to June 3.
 “A part of every Team Dover Airman 
traveled around the world with the 
Pelicans last week,” Lt. Col. Matthew 
Husemann, the 9th AS commander, said, 
referring to the unit’s mascot. “Th ese 
missions are rare, but because of the ded-
ication and commitment to excellence 
of the 436th’s and 512th’s Maintenance 
Groups’, Mission Support Groups’, Med-
ical Groups’ and Operations Groups’ 
Airmen (and) partnering with (Airmen 
from Joint Base McGuire–Dix–Lake-
hurst, New Jersey,) the team was able to 
truly demonstrate the global reach of the 
global mobility mission.”
 Over the course of two weeks, this 
mission saw the C-5M and its aircrew 
transport and deliver more than 580,000 
pounds of cargo and nearly 400 passen-
gers. Th e aircraft  visited and transited 
military bases and locales to include Joint 
Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst; Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii; Kadena 
Air Base, Japan; Naval Support Facility 
Diego Garcia, British Indian Ocean Ter-
ritory; Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti; Naval 
Station Rota, Spain; Davis-Monthan AFB, 
Arizona; and back home to Dover AFB.
 In total, the mission racked up 69 
hours of fl ight time and traversed more 
than 26,000 miles. Th ough this is not the 
fi rst time, nor will it be the last time a 
C-5M has accomplished this, it is still a 
feat well worth mentioning.
 Th e aircraft  commander, Capt. Bra-
den Gross, had nothing but praise for his 
aircrew and the mission.
 “It’s great to have such a qualifi ed pro-
fessional aircrew that can take an airplane 
around the world,” the 9th AS pilot said. 
“To complete a mission by fl ying 26,000 
miles is no small feat, but it is what we are 
trained to do.”
 For one veteran aircrew member, 
Tech. Sgt. Will Russell, a 9th AS loadmas-
ter evaluator with more than nine years 
of fl ight experience and more than 2,700 
fl ight hours, this was fi nally his fi rst time 
circumnavigating the globe.
 “Th is is my fi rst time,” Russell said. 

“It was just like one giant mission; it just 
keeps on going.”
 Even with the great length in time and 
distance attributed to this circumnaviga-
tion, Russell and his fellow loadmasters 
overcame all unique diffi  culties.
 “Each mission has its own challenges; 
that’s what is fun about our job,” Russell 
said. “It’s never the same day twice.”
 During this specifi c mission, Russell 
and three other loadmasters were respon-
sible for loading and unloading hundreds 
of thousands of pounds of cargo, to 
include two HH-60G Pave Hawk helicop-
ters, four military-grade Polaris RZRs, 
three jet skis, and dozens of pallets.
 Russell was pleased with the dedica-
tion and professionalism of the younger 
loadmasters he supervised.
 “Th ey’re outstanding, part of my job is 
to teach them and show them the correct 
way to do things,” he said. “Ultimately 
one day, they will be my replacements.”
 But keeping the C-5M in the air 
safely was the responsibility of the two 
fl ight engineers who are responsible for 
maintaining and monitoring the aircraft ’s 
systems.
 “Th is was my fi rst time going round 
the world,” said Staff  Sgt. Brent Gregory, 
a 9th AS fl ight engineer. “It wouldn’t 
have been possible unless we had a good 
crew, we worked as team and that is what 

makes the mission happen.”
 Maintaining the aircraft ’s systems and 
mechanical workings fell to the responsi-
bility of two fl ying crew chiefs from the 
436th Aircraft  Maintenance Squadron. 
For one of them, Staff  Sgt. Bradley Har-
ris, this wasn’t his fi rst rodeo.
 “I’ve done a few of these (circumnavi-
gations),” Harris said. “Th ey are no joke; 
it’s defi nitely a long haul.”

 Besides some standard mechanical 
issues, the fl ying crew chiefs and fl ight 
engineers were able to overcome all 
adversities, allowing the mission to con-
tinue on schedule successfully.
 “Th e Pelicans were honored to repre-
sent and execute Dover’s mission around 
the world,” Husemann said. “It is always 
awesome to watch the entire Dover team 
rock the mission.”
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Around the world in 14 days

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Zachary Cacicia)

A HH-60G Pave Hawk is off-loaded from a C-5M Super Galaxy 
on May 30, at Camp Lemonnier, Djibouti. During its mission 
while circumnavigating the world, this C-5M transported more 
than 580,000 pounds of cargo and nearly 400 passengers.

^Airman 1st Class Kyle Wake, a 9th Airlift Squadron loadmaster, adjusts his hearing protection while loading two HH-
60G Pave Hawks into a C-5M Super Galaxy on May 26, at Kadena Air Base.
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Pacific Angel 16-2 
medics provide 
humanitarian aid to 
Kampot Province
Staff Sgt. Necita Aldan, Kadena Air Base’s 18th 
Wing Medical Group public health technician, 
shows patients proper handwashing techniques 
during Pacifi c Angel 16-2 June 13, in Kampot 
Province, Cambodia. As a public health 
technician, Aldan taught patients basic hygiene 
and also tallied numbers for patients seen during 
the humanitarian operation. More than 1,500 
patients were seen through the fi rst three days 
of Pacifi c Angel 16-2. The mission enhances 
participating nations’ humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief capabilities while providing 
needed services to people in need throughout 
the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)
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By Capt. Heather Houseal
18th Wing Judge Advocate
6/8/2016 — Law Day, created by Pres-
ident Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1958, 
marks a national day to recognize and 
celebrate the rule of law and how the legal 
process has contributed to the freedoms 
of all Americans.  Th is year’s law day was 
dedicated to celebrating the Supreme 
Court’s ruling in Miranda v. Arizona. 
Th e Supreme Court’s ruling in Miranda 
made clear that the Fift h Amendment 
“serves to protect all persons in all set-
tings in which their freedom of action 
is curtailed in any signifi cant way from 
being compelled to incriminate them-
selves.” For more, see the Presidential 
Proclamation – Law Day, U.S.A., 2016.
 Kadena Air Base, 18th Wing recog-
nized this year’s Law Day by inspiring 
future attorneys and legal professionals 
at Kadena Elementary School.  Judge 
Advocates and paralegals from the 
Kadena Legal offi  ce held the trial of 
United States v. Gold E. Locks. Gold 

E. Locks was on trial for charges of 
trespass, larceny, and burglary. KES’s 
fourth graders heard testimony from 

the Bear family, Gold E. Locks, and 
Mrs. Locks, and heard arguments from 
both trial counsel and defense counsel. 

Th e students were thoughtful in their 
deliberation and ultimately found Gold 
E. Locks guilty of all charges.  

18th Wing Law Day 2016

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Estrella Breazell)

Okinawa shoppers can celebrate Independence Day 
by sending service members an Exchange gift card

By Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service Public Affairs
6/17/2016 — Americans can bring in 
the Fourth of July by giving back to the 
service members who protect their in-
dependence with an Army & Air Force 
Exchange Service gift  card.
 Exchange gift  cards can be sent to ser-
vice members deployed to Afghanistan, 
Kuwait and other contingency locations 

to redeem through the Department of 
Defense’s largest exchange service.
 Exchange gift  cards allow service 
members to purchase snacks, electron-
ics, books or clothing at any Army, Air 
Force, Navy or Marine Corps exchange.
 “Sending an Exchange gift  card is 
a great way for Americans to show ap-
preciation for their service members 
this Fourth of July,” said Kadena Main 

Exchange Store manager, Ann Yi. “For 
the more than 150,000 service members 
deployed overseas even a small gift  can 
make a big impact on their holiday.”
 While only authorized military shop-
pers can redeem Exchange gift  cards, 
anyone can send one by calling 800-527-
2345 or visiting www.shopmyexchange.
com and clicking “Purchase Gift  and 
Phone Cards” at the bottom of the page. 

Selecting “Send a Gift  Card” will allow 
shoppers to choose their desired amount 
and add it to their cart.
 Th e Exchange gift  cards can then be 
addressed to a specifi c Soldier, Airman, 
Sailor or Marine or sent to “any service 
member” through the Fisher House 
Foundation, Air Force Aid Society, War-
rior and Family Support Center or Na-
vy-Marine Corps Relief Society.
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By Rick Rzepka
U.S. Army Garrison – Okinawa
6/21/2016 — Command Sgt. Maj. Tony 
Broadnax relinquished his responsibility 
as the senior enlisted advisor to the 
Garrison Commander June 20 during a 
ceremony on Torii Beach. 
 Broadnax held the position for 17 
months and is slated to be the next 
Command Sergeant Major at U.S. Army 
Environmental Command. He said his 
time at the Army’s Home on Okinawa 
has been rewarding and challenging. 
 “Th is Garrison has risen to the 

occasion by accepting the ever- 
changing needs of our Army Families,” 
said Broadnax. “We have invested in 
reciprocal relationships with mission 
units, sister services and of course 
with our Okinawan partners across the 
island.”
 Broadnax, who has served 28 years 
in the Army, said that his experience 
on #Okinawa was one of the best of his 
career and that he took the assignment 
as an opportunity to learn the oft en 
nuanced and complex nature of base 
operations. 

 “I learned to become a better active lis-
tener while dealing with the complexities 
of perceptions of support, fi scal restraints, 
and understanding the range of customer 
service,” said Broadnax. “Th ere is no for-
mal military education for the positions 
of Garrision Commander or Command 
Sergeant Major, and at fi rst I thought this 
would be an easy job ... boy was I wrong.”
 Broadnax spent an ample amount of 
time doing what he loves most — inter-
acting with Soldiers and Families.
 “I joke about being a member of every 
Army unit on the island ... and I feel that 

way,” said Broadnax. I am blessed with 
the opportunity to talk to, eat with, and 
workout with diff erent Soldiers everyday. 
Th ese opportunities allowed me to bring 
concerns back to the [Garrison Com-
mander] and the Garrision staff .”
 Broadnax’s passion for the Army and 
for taking care of people highlighted his 
tenure at Torii Station.
 “Th ere is no greater cause for me 
than to take care of Soldiers, civilians 
and Family members ... please know 
that you all have my deepest respect and 
admiration.”

Backbone of the Garrison

   Broadnax held the position for 17 months and 
is slated to be the next Command Sergeant 
Major at U.S. Army Environmental Command. 
He said his time at the Army’s Home on 
Okinawa has been rewarding and challenging.

^Command Sgt. Maj. Tony Broadnax 
relinquished his responsibility as 
the senior enlisted advisor to the 
Garrison Commander June 20 during a 
ceremony on Torii Beach.

^

(U.S. Army photos by Rick Rzepka)



Kadena and Camp Foster emergency 
numbers 
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 

everyone to program their cell phones 

with the emergency numbers. To report an 

emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-

5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For 

Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 

from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

 

Typhoon Season
Typhoon Season starts June 1. Ensure 

emergency kits are fully stocked prior to the 

start of typhoon season. Do not wait until it is 

too late to stock your emergency kits.

* water (1 gallon per person per day)

* non-perishable foods (jerky, canned 

goods, etc.)

* fl ashlight with batteries

* radio with batteries

* fi rst aid kit

* personal hygiene items

* can opener

* baby formula (if applicable)

* Pet food (if applicable)

For more information, contact Staff Sgt. 

Matthew McNutt at 634-4404.

 

Registered to vote?
Kadena’s Armed Forces voter week is June 

27 to July 5, and there will be booths at 

the BX, Commissary, and post offi ce from 

11 a.m. to 5 p.m.  For any questions email 

your Unit Voting Assistance Offi cer or vote.

kadena@us.af.mil

 

SNCOA Distance Learning Course/
Course 14 Change
Effective July 1, Course 14v6 will be phased 

out and replaced with SNCO DLC (Distance 

Learning Course). Eligible Airmen who are 

not enrolled in Course 14v6 as of July 1, will 

enroll in the SNCO DLC. Airmen who are 

currently enrolled in Course 14v6 have two 

options. OPTION #1 - Continue and complete 

Course 14v6 NLT Sept. 30, 2017. OPTION #2 

- Disenroll from Course 14v6 and enroll in the 

SNCO DLC.  Please keep in mind regardless 

of version the MyPers one-year EPME 

completion date WILL NOT be modifi ed.

 

MPS hours change
Effective June 1, the Military Personnel 

Section will change the hours of operation 

to the following: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 

and Friday: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. / Wednesday: 

7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The MPS will provide 

emergency assistance as needed, as well 

as unit specifi c requirements if coordinated 

in advance. For more information, call 634-

1946.

 

How to Receive Emergency 
Notifications in English on Cell Phone
Cell phones across Okinawa currently receive 

emergency text notifi cations in Japanese 

from mobile phone service providers. To 

receive emergency notifi cations by e-mail in 

English, contact the Readiness & Emergency 

Management Flight at 634-4404.

 

New AtHoc Mass Notification system
The 18th Civil Engineer Group has just 

launched a new AtHoc Mass Notifi cation 

system for the military family housing 

residents of Okinawa.  The current system 

for notifying residents of issues or upcoming 

maintenance relied on spending hundreds 

of man hours going door-to-door posting 

notices, or creating posts on social media 

such as Kadena’s Facebook page, www.

Facebook.com/KadenaAirBase.

 

Finance Monthly Closure
The 18th Comptroller Squadron fi nance 

customer service will be closed the third 

Thursday of every month for training. The 

next training will be July 21, and Aug. 18.  For 

more information, contact the Budget Offi ce 

at 632-6453/634-2601 or Customer Service 

at 634-1300.

Single Airman Program
The Schilling Community Center is 

announcing the Single Airman Program is 

open to all single service members. Sign-up is 

required. For more information or upcoming 

trips, visit the Schilling Community Center.

Gate 3 Limited Operations
Gate 3 will be undergoing a renovation 

project to install an overhang which will 

cover the inbound traffi c lanes. This project 

is scheduled to last 75 days (July 31, 2016). 

During this time we highly suggest that you 

allow extra time in your plan or utilize Gates 

2 or 5 for entry, as there will be signifi cant 

delays. Hours of operation (inbound traffi c 

only): Mon-Fri: 6-9 a.m. / Sat-Sun: 9-11 

a.m. All other hours of operations will be for 

outbound traffi c only. For more information, 

contact Master Sgt. Melvin Hunt at 634-3532.

DTS post-deployment briefing
The fi nance weekly post-deployment DTS 

briefi ng is no longer held.  Please contact 

your unit DTS ODTAs in order to get your 

DTS voucher accomplished.  If you have a 

large group returning (30 members or more) 

that require a mass briefi ng, please e-mail 

the DTS Org Box @ 18CPTS.DTS@us.af.mil 

to coordinate a time for the group to receive 

DTS voucher assistance.  We apologize for 

the inconvenience. For more information, 

contact Master Sgt. Roxanne Marsh at 634-

1300.

Education Office Closure
The Kadena Base Education Offi ce will close 

June 24 at 2:30 p.m. for an offi cial function. 

For more information, contact Education 

Offi ce at 634-1500 Option 1.

Housing Office Closure
The Kadena Department of Defense Family 

Housing Offi ce, Camp Kinser Offi ce, 

Furnishing Management Offi ce and FMO 

Self-Help will be closed Tuesday, June 28, 

from 10 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. for an offi cial function.

For more information, contact Josephine 

Robinson at 634-0582. For emergency 

assistance, please contact 634-HOME 

(4663).

 

Post Office Closures
The post offi ce will be closed on the following 

dates:

July 4 – Federal Holiday

July 5 – PACAF Family Day

July 15 – Offi cial Function

For more information, call 634-4458.

2016 Air Force Astronaut Nomination 
Program
The Air Force is accepting applications 

from highly qualifi ed offi cers and enlisted 

members to participate in the Air Force 

Astronaut Nomination Program. Members 

who meet the basic eligibility criteria are 

encouraged to apply. For more information, 

visit https://mypers.af.mil/app/answers/

detail/aid/30409.

Med Group anonymous feedback
The 18th Medical Group has just 

implemented the Mystery Patient program 

which allows patients to anonymously grade 

our facilities and our patient/staff interactions 

in several different areas of performance. To 

participate, simply obtain a Mystery Patient 

Questionnaire from the Customer Service 

desk located at the main entrance of the 

MDG; the questionnaire can either be fi lled 

out during or after your appointment and 

once it is complete, it can be placed it into 

any of the ICE comment boxes located within 

the facility. For more information, contact 

Continued on PAGE 11
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Master Sgt. Restie Mangiliman at 630-4992 

or Ms. Sherry Vargas at 630-4785 or email at 

18MDG.SGHQ.MysteryPatient@us.af.mil.

 

Cancelling Medical Appointments
The Kadena Clinic, with the exception 

of Mental Health, is making it easier to 

cancel medical appointments with the 

new 24/7 cancellation feature. Call 630-

4817 or commercial 098-960-4817, press 

option 6 and leave a voicemail with your 

appointment information. This voicemail 

box is password protected and can only 

be accessed by certifi ed clinic appointing 

agents. The information that you provide 

will remain protected. For medical staff to 

properly cancel your appointment provide 

them your rank if active duty, your fi rst and 

last name, last four numbers of the sponsor’s 

social security number, the patient’s date of 

birth, the clinic, and the date and time of the 

appointment you wish to cancel, or cancel 

online at www.tricareonline.com. For more 

information, call 18th Medical Group practice 

manager at 630-4303.

 

2016 Presidential Primaries
2016 Presidential Elections are underway. 

Register to vote now. For a full list go to: 

http://www.fvap.gov/vao/vag/appendix/

state-elections. For more information, visit 

the Kadena Voting Sharepoint site at:  https://

kadena.eis.pacaf.af.mil/18WG/programs/

VAO/SitePages/Home.aspx, or talk to your 

squadrons UVAO, or email vote.kadena@

us.af.mil.

 

Japanese and English Conversation 
Group
Language exchange sessions are open to 

military members, DOD civilians, contractors 

and dependents over 17 years old, MLCs and 

IHAs. This group meets every Friday from 5-6 

p.m. at the Airman & Family Readiness Center. 

Sign up is required. For more information, 

contact Nanako Misato at 634-3366.

18th MDG Third Party Collections (TPC) 
All non-active duty patients seen at the 

Kadena clinic are required to provide 

information on any Other Health Insurance 

(OHI) that they might have, even if they do 

not have a civilian insurance plan.  Insurance 

information is maintained on a DD Form 

2569 (TPC) and must be updated annually 

or whenever a change takes place regarding 

your OHI. If your DD2569 is not current, 

incomplete, or missing from our records, 

you will need to complete a new form upon 

visiting the clinic or you may contact the 18th 

MDG Medical Service Account (MSA) Offi cer 

for assistance. TPC money collected from 

OHI at the 18th MDG comes directly back to 

the Kadena clinic to enhance the delivery of 

trusted care.　For more information, contact 

the 18th MDG Medical Service Account 

Offi cer at 630-4346 or 18mdss.msa@us.af.

mil

WIC Employment Opportunities
Choctaw Contracting Services has full and 

part-time positions available at the Women, 

Infants & Children Overseas Okinawa offi ces: 

The positions require the applicant to be 

a Registered Dietitian/Registered Nurse/

Home Economist/Physician Assistant. The 

positions require a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Nutrition, Dietetics, Nursing 

or a degree in Home Economics with an 

emphasis in nutrition. Experience with WIC 

and/or experience with the maternal/child 

population are desirable. Good computer 

skills are required, must be U.S. citizen and 

have a current driver’s license. For more 

information, email your resume and cover 

letter to jobs@wicoverseas.net or fax to 

Margaret Applewhite at (210)-525-1398.

Kadena Youth Center has instructor 
opportunities
The Youth Center is looking for motivated 

and talented instructors who are interested 

in teaching classes to youth. We offer a wide 

range of classes such as gymnastics, music, 

dance and martial arts. If we don’t already 

offer your particular specialty come see us, 

as we are interested in talking to you. We are 

also interested in contracting a computer 

specialist. Come help us fi ll our youths minds 

with knowledge. For more information, 

contact Warren Britton at 632-0500/098-961-

0500.

 

English as a Second Language 
Instructors Wanted
Central Texas College is seeking part-time 

English as a Second Language instructors 

to teach on Kadena and Foster. Instructors 

wanted for day and/or night beginners 

level courses. Must possess an Associate’s 

Degree or higher or one year teaching ESL 

experience OCONUS or foreign certifi cation 

(TOEFL, TEFL, etc.). For more information, 

email admin.oki@pfec.ctcd.edu or call DSN 

634-6879.

 

Post Office Highlights
How Does the Parcel Notifi cation System 

Work?

* The Trackpad System will send an e-mail 

to the address provided by you as a fi rst 

notice once it is scanned in the system.

* If the server is down or having issues, 

a fi rst notice yellow slip will be placed 

in your receptacle. Please ensure you 

*check your receptacle once a week*.

* 5 days after a priority/regular package 

arrives, if it has not been claimed, a 2nd 

Notice (Final Notice in Purple Marker) 

yellow slip is written and placed in the 

receptacle.

* 10 days after a priority/regular package 

arrives, a 3rd F/D (Final Disposition in 

Blue Marker) yellow slip is written and 

placed in the receptacle.

* AF Regulation states a priority/regular 

parcel can only be held for up to 30 days 

before it is returned to the sender (For 

express hold 13 days until return) (Insured 

hold 25 days until return).

For more information, call Directory at DSN 

634-4458.

Job Opening: Schilling Piano Instructor
The Schilling Community Center is looking 

for a motivated and talented piano instructor 

to teach private lessons on Saturdays. For 

more information, call Kimber Heida at 634-

0693.

718th CES Housing Maintenance 
Service Call
For those trying to contact the 718th CES 

Housing Maintenance Service Call Center, 

they can be reached by cellphone by dialing 

098-961-4663 then select Option 5. Routine 

work requests can be submitted online, 

emailed, or walk-in for service. To submit 

a work request online, go to http://www.

housing.af.mil/okinawa/index.asp then click 

on the Housing Maintenance Customer 

Service link. To send a work request via 

email, send it to 718ces.servicecall@us.af.mil 

and include occupant’s name, house number, 

housing area, phone number, and the housing 

maintenance service needed. For walk-in 

service, we are located on Kadena Air Base 

in Bldg. 1473 and are open 24 hours, 7 days 

a week. For more information, contact Urika 

Seals at 632-0021.

 

Housing Office Closure
The Kadena DoD Family Housing Offi ce, 

Camp Kinser Offi ce, Furnishing Management 

Offi ce and FMO Self-Help will be closed July 

4 and 5. For more information or emergency 

assistance, call 634-4663.

 

UPCOMING EVENTS
AFSA Blood Drive
The Air Force Sergeants Association will be 

hosting a blood drive June 24 from 11 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. at the Schilling Community Center 

Ballroom. All SOFA members are welcome, 

feel free to invite family and friends. For 

more information, contact Staff Sgt. Ashley 

Jackson at 634-5505 or Tech. Sgt. Mark 

Pannell at 634-3000.

Introduction to Buddhism Seminar
The Kadena/Okinawa Soka Gakkai 

International Buddhist group will be hosting 

Buddhism seminar from 7-8 p.m., June 27 

at the Kadena Chapel 3. An open event to 

provide introductory level information about 

the Buddhist practice. Open to military, 

civilian and family members (all ages). For 

more information, contact Richard Tollini at 

634-3929/090-1942-1066 or email richard.

tollini.ctr@us.af.mil or Tom Harter at 634-

1776, harold.harter@us.af.mil.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteers needed for Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
missions
Volunteers are needed for missions to Laos, 

Vietnam, Cambodia and Solomon Islands.  

Below are the guidelines necessary to 

participate in this exceptional opportunity. 

All volunteers must:

- Be approved by their commander via 

signed memorandum to proceed on a 

45-60 day TDY.

- Have a current fi tness score of 80 or 

greater.

- Possess an offi cial passport that is valid 

through 2016 - Be paygrade E-5 through 

E-8 (Any AFSC).

- Member must not be in his/her AEF 

bucket or band to include training.

**Senior Airmen can apply - Commander 

must include statement in memo that attests 

to the selected airman’s professionalism. 

These missions are funded by DPAA. For 

more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Kenneth 

De Gracia at  449-8874 or at kenneth.

de_gracia.1@us.af.mil or email pacaf.a1rp@

us.af.mil.
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By Senior Airman
John Linzmeier
18th Wing Public Affairs
6/17/2016 — For more than 40 years the 
F-15 Eagle has defended the skies with a 
track record of success unlike any other 
fi ghter jet in the history of aviation.
 While the airframe has been aging, 
generations of hard work from main-
tainers, engineers and pilots has kept the 
aircraft  lethal, advanced and relevant in 
today’s modern world. 
 “When you think about fi ghters and 
their general lifespan it’s absolutely less 
than a decade,” said Capt. Matthew 
Selby, 44th Fighter Squadron F-15 pilot. 
“Sometimes they’ll dominate the skies for 
three or four years and then it’s done, but 
this jet has been managed so well that it’s 
been at the top of the fi ghter community 
the whole time.”
 As of February 2008, the Eagle reached 
its incredible air-to-air combat record of 
wining 104 battles without a single loss, 
an achievement that wouldn’t be possible 
without its updated weapon systems. 
 One of the Eagle’s most important 
assets is the pulse-Doppler radar system, 
which Selby said is arguably one of the 
world’s best. It enables pilots to look up at 
high-fl ying targets and down at low-fl y-
ing targets without being confused by 
ground clutter as well as track targets that 
are beyond visual range. 
 Today’s Eagles look almost identical to 
the fi rst F-15s that were manufactured in 
the 70s, however, the interior is a visual hy-
brid of old and new technologies. Th e old 
fashioned analogue gauges and altimeter 
make for a stark contrast next to the ad-
vanced computer systems and instruments. 

 Above the knobs, dials and in-
struments a state-of-the art heads-up 
display is projected on the windscreen 
that is clearly visible in all lighting 
conditions and shows all essential fl ight 
information gathered by the integrated 
avionics system.
 Out of all the challenges that come 
with prolonging the fi ghter’s lifespan, 
upkeep is one of the most important 
aspects. Selby said the aircraft  was origi-
nally designed to fl y around 2,000 hours, 
while many of the jets on Kadena’s fl ight 
line are reaching the 9,000 hour mark.
 Kadena’s fl eet of more than 50 Eagles 
are high-performance machines, which 
aircrew push to their elastic limits on a 
daily basis in order to maintain combat 
mission readiness, said Senior Master 

Sgt. Ryan Schettler 44th Aircraft  Main-
tenance Unit lead production superin-
tendent. 
 Maintenance Airmen have been work-
ing around-the-clock since the Eagle was 
fi rst introduced in the 1970’s – inspect-
ing, repairing and replacing every aspect 
of the jet to ensure safety and maximum 
performance is achieved. 
 “Despite its lasting legacy, many 
factors pose extremely high challenges 
for our team to deliver safe, on-time, 
and reliable aircraft  to our aircrew,” said 
Schettler. “Our maintainers take on 
these challenges with an ‘all in’ eff ort to 
produce the world's best on-equipment 
aircraft  maintenance every single day.”
 With excellent teams ensuring the 
technology is up-to date and running 

correctly, one of the fi nal components 
enabling the F-15 to dominate the sky is 
the pilot’s skill set, achieved by regular 
and realistic training. 
 “Our constant training is really what 
allowed us to attain such and unbeatable 
record,” said Selby. “Something diff erent 
happens every time we fl y, so when our 
pilot encounters a problem-set, he’ll have 
the knowledge base to choose the best 
game plan to move forward.”
 Th e F-15’s capabilities are most 
eff ective when combined with other 
airframes. If Japan was under attack, 
the Eagles can team up with local F-22 
Raptors to provide defensive counter 
air-support to mitigate the threat from 
multiple angles. 
 In retaliation, they can easily be used 
to escort a B-52 Stratofortress from 
Guam in a counter air-support mission. 
 Several pilots within the 44th and 
67th fi ghter squadrons are the second 
generation in their family to fl y the air-
frame. With a lifespan slated to last until 
the year 2040, Selby said it’s possible for 
someone who hasn’t even been born yet 
to become an F-15 pilot someday. 
 Th e F-15 Eagles stationed here 
spend most of their air time conducting 
training missions rather than actual 
air-to-air combat, however, many have 
been decorated with green stars on the 
side to represent each confi rmed kill 
from a past confl ict. Fortunately, there 
hasn’t been a need to paint more green 
stars on the sides of aircraft , a testament 
to how power projection can be eff ective 
at keeping U.S. and allied adversaries at 
bay, and preserving peace throughout 
the Indo-Asia Pacifi c Region.

F-15 Eagle: Timeless airframe with 
modern capabilities

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Devin Nothstine)

^An F-15 Eagle from the 44th Fighter Squadron conducts a training fl ight June 15, off the coast of Okinawa. The Eagle’s air 
superiority is achieved through a mixture of unprecedented maneuverability and acceleration, range, weapons and avionics.




