
DAGRE Airmen 
complete 
humanitarian 
aid, disaster 
relief exercise

By Airman 1st Class 
Corey M. Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
8/2/2016  — Sweat glistens on 
his face, his eyes peer back and 
forth, weapon at the ready and 
watching for any movement. As 
the old saying goes, practice like 
you play, because for deployed 
aircraft  ground response element 
(DAGRE) Airmen, there’s no 
room for anything but success.
 Airman from the 353rd 
Special Operations Group par-
ticipated in a training exercise 
here July 27; the scenario gave 
them the opportunity to practice 
humanitarian aid and disaster 
relief (HA/DR) operations.
 “Building partnerships with 
foreign entities doesn't always 
involve the two nation's militar-
ies, it can also come in the form 
of humanitarian aid,” said Capt. 
Ceasar Baldemor, 353rd Special 
Operations Support Squadron 
DAGRE fl ight leader.
 Th e purpose of this training 
exercise is to keep the DAGRE 

sharp and ready to tackle any sit-
uation they may fi nd themselves 
in, wherever they are deployed to 
complete the mission.
 “In one way or another, we're 
always training for a HA/DR 
mission,” said Baldemor. “For the 
DAGRE fl ight, our core mission 
is security because we make sure 
the aircraft  gets off  the ground 
safely and that special tactics can 
perform their critical mission.”
 When things kick off  in the 
Pacifi c, the phones at the 353rd 
SOG are some of the fi rst to ring.
 DAGRE personnel can be 
tasked to operations such as 
providing fl y-away security, 
fl ight deck denial, pararescue 
and combat control team escort, 
airfi eld security and personnel 
recovery operations.
 “Th is evening, we wanted to 
test all of these mission capa-
bilities over a 24-hour period,” 
said Baldemor.
 During this exercise, the 
DAGRE team was responding 
to a crisis in a fi ctional country 

where the local population was 
desperately trying to be evac-
uated, portrayed by volunteers 
from the 18th Force Support 
Squadron.
 “I was a local refugee who 
needed to be evacuated and as 
time went on, we became impa-
tient and started to get anxious 
about getting on the aircraft ,” 
said Senior Airman Andres 
Cervantes, 18th FSS out-bound 
technician who played the role 
of a refugee. “It was fun, full of 
action and rough, but it's all good 
as long as we made it real for [the 
DAGRE team] and they got the 
training they needed.”
 Th e team used a training area 
with a burnt-out plane, normally 
used for fi re training, as an air-
craft  waiting to load up refugees.
 Aft er securing the airfi eld 
and setting up security, the team 
encountered their fi rst refugees. 
Th ey expertly defused the restless 
refugees, searched and escorted 
them to the aircraft .
 Th ey then responded to a situ-

ation of being outnumbered by a 
large group of people wanting to 
get on the plane. Th ey promptly 
calmed the crowd down and 
restored order.
 Once order was restored, the 
DAGRE members were attacked 
from two sides by members 
of the 18th Security Forces 
Squadron, simulating enemy 
resistance. Swift ly and accurately, 
they returned fi re, taking out 
the enemy while protecting the 
group of refugees.
 Aft erward, the area was 
cleared of any additional threats 
and the remaining refugees were 
loaded onto the aircraft .
 As the sun sank below the tree 
line and darkness fell upon them, 
night vison goggles were pulled 
out and turned on; under the 
green glow of NVGs, the team 
was ready for the next part of the 
mission – an important person 
was missing and it was their job 
to recover him.
 Slipping under the cloak of 
night, the team made their way 

through the jungle, down the 
road and off  a beaten path.
 Th ey found their man, who 
had simulated injuries. Th ey 
provided essential fi rst aid and 
took him safely back to the 
extraction point.
 Once back, the team was 
ambushed, this time at night and 
from the cover of the surround-
ing trees. Again, they responded 
with appropriate force and main-
tained control of the situation, 
fi nally reaching the aircraft  so 
they could take off  to safety.
 “Th ey performed very well 
considering we threw numerous 
complex [exercise] injects at 
them,” said Baldemor. “We want-
ed to see how they would setup 
security over a wide area, such 
as an airfi eld, with only a small 
number of people, how they 
would execute eff ective crowd 
control measures when there 
is panic and desperation in the 
air, and fi nally, how well they are 
going to work as a team to get the 
mission done.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

A 44th Fighter Squadron F-15 Eagle 
taxis past a C-17 Globemaster III 
assigned to Joint Base Lewis-McChord, 
Wash., July 28, at Kadena Air 
Base. Kadena supports Air Force 
commitments in the Pacifi c region 
as well as all U.S. and allied partner 
interests from all over the world. 

Kadena trains 
for contingency, 
humanitarian 
operations

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

A deployed aircraft ground response 
element Airman with the 353rd Special 
Operations Support Squadron watches 
for any potential threats while protecting 
a simulated airfi eld during an exercise 
July 27, at Kadena Air Base.

Kadena trains 
for contingency, 
humanitarian 
operations
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By Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
8/3/2016 — Aft er a few weeks of training, it was time for 
the 44th Fighter Squadron to come home. Multiple F-15 
Eagles from the 44th returned to their nest from Malaysia 
Aug. 2, aft er participating in Exercise Cope Taufan.
 Cope Taufan is biennial exercise between the U.S. Air 
Force and the Royal Malaysian Air Force.
 Units from the Pacifi c Air Forces and the Royal Ma-
laysian Air Force were the main players in the training 
exercise, although other units such as the Malaysian Army 
also participated.
 Th is exercise tests air superiority and provides training 
in close air support, air command and control, tactical 
airdrops and air refueling. Th is is achieved all while 
strengthening U.S. and Malaysian ties and improving the 
overall military readiness on both sides.
 Staff  Sg.t Michael Hilborn, a 44th Aircraft  Maintenance 
Unit crew chief, marshalled the jets safely back in their spots.
 Hilborn explained that a particular jet didn’t have 
anything broken on it, so it didn’t need to have any major 
work done aft er parking.
 “Once it comes in [lands], I’m going to marshal it in, 
and we’ll chalk it up and go through the required steps to 
shut the jet down,” said Hilborn.
 Once the jet comes to a stop, a B-man, the person who 
secures the jet, is the one who jumps into action.

 “When the jet comes to a stop I am the one that puts 
the chalks in and puts the pins into place and makes sure 
everything is ready for the pilot to get out of the seat,” said 
Airman 1st Class Joshua Alers-Varela, 44th AMU crew 
chief and B-man.
 Aft er all of the proper steps are taken, the pilot gets the sig-
nal to power down the engines and climb out of the cockpit.
 Th e 44th FS will use the short stay at home station to 
prepare for months of back-to-back exercises around the 
Pacifi c as they continue to train with their allies to main-
tain peace and security in the region.
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67th Fighter Squadron 
welcomes new leader

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

Col. Britt Hurst, 18th Operations Group commander, passes the 
67th Fighter Squadron guidon to Lt. Col. Derek Mentzer, 67th FS 
commander, during a change of command ceremony, Aug. 5, at 
Kadena Air Base. The 67th FS is responsible for air superiority in 
support of U.S. and allied interests throughout the Pacifi c and the 
world as part of the 18th Wing.

Returning home: Kadena 
F-15s return from Cope Taufan

USFJ Commander appointed as Director of Ops, U.S. Joint Staff
Dolan notes the great advances made by the U.S.-Japan alliance
By USFJ Public Affairs
8/4/2016 — U.S. Air Force Lt. 
Gen. John L. Dolan relinquished 
his command to Marine Corps 
Maj. Gen. Charles G. Chiarotti, 
Deputy Commander, U.S. Forc-
es, Japan (USFJ) on Aug. 4 at the 
Yokota Air Base Offi  cer’s Club.
 Dolan was appointed as the 
director for operations, J-3, Joint 
Staff , Pentagon, Washington, 
District of Columbia. He is cur-
rently serving as commander, 
USFJ, and commander, Fift h Air 
Force, Pacifi c Air Forces, Yokota 
Air Base, Japan.
 During the relinquishment 
ceremony, Dolan took note of 
how the U.S.-Japan alliance has 
grown over the past year.
 “Under the guidance of Defense 
Minister [Gen] Nakatani and the 
leadership of Admiral [Katsutoshi] 

Kawano, the Jieitai along with U.S. 
Forces Japan have made great ad-
vances in joint and bilateral train-
ing,” the general said. “For the fi rst 
time, we have an established train-
ing program with Koukuu Jietai, 
the U.S. Navy and U.S. Air Force 
for defense of the East China Sea.
 “Nancy and I are going to 
miss the people here more than 
anything,” Dolan said. “Th e profes-
sional and personal relationships 
are the cornerstone of our alliance.” 
 Maj. Gen. Charles G. Chiarotti, 
Deputy Commander, USFJ, will 
serve as the interim commander 
until a replacement is confi rmed. 
 Prior to his current assignment, 
Maj. Gen. Chiarotti was assigned 
to the U.S. Marine Forces Europe 
and U.S. Marine Forces Africa as 
Deputy Commander. Maj. Gen. 
Chiarotti was subsequently as-

signed as the Deputy J5 Plans and 
Strategy and fi nally the Director J5 
Plans, Strategy and Programs for 
U.S. Africa Command until his as-
signment to II Marine Expedition-
ary Force as Commanding Gen-
eral, 2d Marine Logistics Group 
from June 2014 to June 2016.
 As the interim commander, 
Chiarotti will oversee the Head-
quarters’ USFJ joint staff  which ad-
ministers unilateral and bilateral 
defense issues. Headquarters USFJ 
focuses on war planning, con-
duct of joint/bilateral exercises and 
studies, administering the Status 
of Forces Agreement, improving 
combat readiness, and enhancing 
the quality of life of military and 
Department of Defense civilian 
personnel and their dependents. 
 USFJ, with its U.S. Air Force, 
Army, Marine Corps, and Navy 

elements, consists of approxi-
mately 54,000 military personnel, 
42,000 dependents, 8,000 DoD 
civilian employees, and 25,000 

Japanese workers. U.S. forces are 
stationed in Japan pursuant to the 
U.S. - Japan Treaty of Mutual Co-
operation and Security of 1960. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Delano Scott)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

^Nancy Dolan, wife of former United States Forces Japan Commander Lt. Gen. John Dolan, 
receives the Commander’s Public Service Award for her contributions toward improving morale 
and quality of life for military families throughout Japan, Aug. 4. 

^Capt. Tyson Hyer, 44th Fighter Squadron pilot, is greeted by his children 
after returning from an exercise, Aug. 2, at Kadena Air Base.
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Classic airframe, innovative capacities 
67th FS F-15 Eagle reaches 10,000 flight hours
By Airman 1st Class
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
8/4/2016 — Remember being a 
kid and wishing you had a hot 
rod car when you grew old-
er? What if you actually went 
through with your wish and 
made it happen? What about 
maintaining the car to a point 
where it’s in tip-top shape de-
spite its age?
 Th is is what Kadena achieved 
July 29, when one F-15 Eagle 
here reached the 10,000 fl ight 
hours mark.
 Th is was a landmark mo-
ment for both Kadena and the 
Eagle. Th is particular F-15 was 
the fi rst on Kadena to reach this 
amount of fl ight hours. Th e air-
craft  was originally designed for 
only 4,000 fl ight hours. Reach-
ing the 10,000 fl ight hours mark 
is a testament to the mainte-
nance performed on this in-
credible aircraft .
 “Th e fact these aircraft  have 
been in service for over 30 years, 
are projected to continue for de-
cades to come, and continue to 
accomplish their missions in su-
perb fashion speaks volumes of 
the original designers, manufac-
turers, and those who maintain 
the fl eet day in and day out,” said 
Lt. Col. James McFarland, 67th 
Fighter Squadron commander.

 Th is achievement can only 
be accredited to the hard work, 
diligence, and dedication of the 
67th FS’s maintainers and pilots.
 “It shows the F-15 is long-
in-the-tooth, but still meets the 
combat capability required,” 
said Capt. Brian Anderson, 67th 
FS pilot. “We have jets here with 
multiple combat kills; they’ve 
been through more than four 
wars and operations: Desert 
Storm, Desert Shield, Operation 
Northern Watch, Operation 
Southern Watch, Operation Al-
lied Force; and all those jets are 
sitting out on the ramp.”
 Th e jets are still able to par-
ticipate in these contingencies 
because of the quality mainte-
nance performed on them.
 “Th is fl ight shows the 18th 
Wing’s tremendous capabili-
ties to accomplish its mission in 
this AOR against any odds,” said 
McFarland. “Our people made 
this happen and they are our 
greatest strength.”
 Th e people of the 67th FS 
make these jets combat-ready 
every day they walk out on the 
fl ightline.
 “I like to know in my heart 
and mind every day, I’m walk-
ing out to a jet that’s going to be 
combat-capable, ready to answer 
any mission or any task given to 
me,” said Anderson. “It’s good to 

know I can have full trust in the 
airframe, given its age, when I go 
out there with it.”
 Kadena’s pilots can’t car-
ry out their mission of keeping 
peace in the Pacifi c without the 
work done by the maintainers.
 “We couldn’t do our job 

without them,” said Anderson. 
“Th ey’re just as much part of the 
team. Th ey might not get all the 
glory, but they sure do deserve it.”
 Airman 1st Class Marc Hicks, 
18th Aircraft  Maintenance 
Squadron crew chief, said this 
achievement means he and his 

fellow maintainers have been 
doing their job right to make this 
aircraft  reach 10,000 fl ight hours.
 “I think it’s awesome,” said 
Hicks. “It shows the F-15 can 
still stand the test of time; can 
outlast it’s time and out-per-
form everybody.”

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

^Airman 1st Class Marc Hicks, 18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron crew chief, guides an F-15 Eagle July 29, at Kadena Air Base. The Eagle 
was piloted by Lt. Col. James McFarland, 67th Fighter Squadron commander, when it reached its 10,000 fl ight hours mark. This fl ight was also 
McFarland’s fi nal fl ight as the commander.
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18th CES fi re inspector 
keeps Kadena safe

By Airman 1st Class
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/28/2016 — His career has 
been more than 20 years in the 
making. What started out as 
a humble beginning has now 
turned into something more 
infl uential.
 Kenichi Shimajiri, 18th Civil 
Engineer Squadron fi re inspec-
tor, rose in the ranks from the 
role of a fi refi ghter to 18th CES 
fi re inspector.
 Th e job of a fi re inspector is 
to ensure buildings are free of 
any potential fi re hazards and 
are safe for the people occupy-
ing them.
 Shimajiri had been a fi re-
fi ghter for 23 years; all of his 
tenure at Kadena. As Shimajiri 
grew older, his desire to learn 
more about his career led him 
to his current position.
 “It sounded like a job for 
a good man, which is what I 
wanted when I was younger,” 
said Shimajiri.
 Since 2013, Shimajiri has 
been a fi re inspector and is still 
helping people.
 “As a fi re inspector, it’s a 
totally diff erent feel,” said Shi-
majiri. “Now, we can prevent 
fi res from happening and try to 
make it a better, safer area for 

Kadena as a whole.”
 Removing the fi re hazards 
involves many inspections and 
constant interaction with Kade-
na’s military members.
 “During inspections, we 

work with the facility manager 
or anyone involved with the 
inspection,” said Shimajiri. “We 
try to get on the same page with 
both sides.”
 Shimajiri has relationships 

with facility managers and his 
fellow co-workers in the fi re 
department. Since he’s on the 
fi re prevention side, he interacts 
oft en with those on the opera-
tions side (fi refi ghters) daily.

 “He’s the continuity for us,” 
said Mike Toyama, 18th CES 
fi re chief assistant. “He’s been 
working here longer than all 
these Airmen. People come and 
they’re new; he’s the go-to guy 
for asking questions, and he 
always has the answer for them.”
 Toyama has known Shi-
majiri for 25 years. All of the 
experience they have gained at 
Kadena makes them the source 
of continuity for their fellow fi re 
department personnel.
 Shimajiri shows fellow fi re-
fi ghters where to enter certain 
buildings in the event of a fi re 
and the diff erent strategies they 
can use.
 “Th ey come and ask me 
questions because I have so 
much experience,” said Shimaji-
ri. “Everything I know, I teach to 
them. It’s why I stay here. I have 
continuity and I can teach them 
what they need to know, making 
Kadena safer.”
 It’s with this goal of keeping 
Kadena safe Shimajiri fi nds 
fulfi llment in his work.
 “Every day, I enjoy my 
job,” said Shimajiri. “It’s very 
important, not just for the fi re 
department, but for everybody 
on Kadena. It’s important to 
maintain safe operations and 
safe working areas.”

RISING UP

^Kenichi Shimajiri, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron fi re inspector, stands in front of a fi re truck July 27, at Kadena Air Base. Shimajiri was a fi refi ghter 
for 23 years at Kadena before becoming a fi re inspector. As a fi re inspector, Shimajiri is responsible for ensuring buildings are free of fi re hazards.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)
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By Airman 1st Class
Corey M. Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/27/2016 — Th e Cargo Deployment 
Function is always ready to support any 
operation at any time, near and far, at a 
moment’s notice.
 Kadena’s CDF is the middle man for 
all cargo leaving the 18th Wing in sup-
port of operations around the world.
 “We support Kadena’s mission of count-
er air, air refueling, command and control, 
and combat search and rescue capabilities 
by processing deployment cargo,” said 
MSgt. Charles Smilinich, 18th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron cargo deployment 
function superintendent. “We are respon-
sible for everything from receiving, check-
in, inspection, marshalling, load planning, 
manifest, and supervising cargo loading.”

 Th e Airmen at the CDF have to be 
ready for anything, as they can be called 
into action with very little notice.
 “Depending on the priority of the 
mission, we can execute 18th Wing 
requirements with as little as 20 minute’s 
notifi cation or as much as months in 
advance,” said Smilinich.
 Th e vast majority of the cargo the 
CDF handles is related to launching jets 
from downrange locations. Th ough, they 
do handle other special mission cargo.
 Th ey also frequently handle equip-
ment such as off  road vehicles, water-
craft , air defense artillery equipment, and 
humanitarian relief aid.
 Like the CDF, the Personnel 
Deployment Function tends to the 
people aspect of a deployment.
 “Th e PDF works directly with military 

members only, traveling on organic 
aircraft ,” said Tech. Sgt. James Anderson, 
18th LRS passenger travel NCO in charge.
 Organic aircraft , usually a C-17, is any 
military-owned aircraft  the Air Force has 
purchased for a specifi c movement.
 On the day of departure, a fi ve-member 
teams stands up the PDF line at the Passen-
ger Terminal. Th e team checks passengers 
in to the fl ight, verifi es identifi cation and 
copies of orders. Th e PDF also accounts for 
the weight of the people and any carry-on 
items. Th is makes the process almost the 
same as traveling commercially.
 Aft er, the PDF accounts for the weight 
of the people and any carry-on items.
 Th e last portion of the PDF line is 
baggage check. Th ey palletize all bags 
onto an air pallet, strap the items down 
with nettings and account for the weight.
 “Aft er the count has been completed, 
we will manifest all passengers into our 
Cargo Movement Operations System, 
which when released, will send a digital 
signature to U. S. Transportation Com-
mand,” said Anderson. “From there 
USTRANSCOM can monitor the fl ight, 
from point A to Point B,”
 Both the CDF and the PDF work hard 
to ensure that people and cargo get to 
their destination.
 “Although it is a small piece of the 
puzzle that is Team Kadena, it’s an inte-
gral part of being a strategic forward base 
and allows the United States military the 
ability to facilitate bilateral and multi-
lateral engagements where and when its 
needed,” said Smilinich.

Cargo masters: Kadena’s 
CDF handles deployment cargo

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

   Senior 
Airmen 
Robert 
Barlow 
and Victor 
Covarrubias-
Ruiz, 18th 
Logistics 
Readiness 
Squadron 
cargo 
deployment 
function 
journeymen, 
raise a cargo 
container for 
inspection 
July 20, at 
Kadena Air 
Base.

^
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USNHO nurses use infant simulator 
to prepare for neonatal emergencies

By Joseph Andes
United States Naval Hospital Okinawa, Japan 
Public Affairs Offi ce
7/26/2016 - CAMP FOSTER — Nurses 

at United States Naval Hospital 
Okinawa, Japan are using a high-
tech training aid to prepare for 
neonatal emergency scenarios. 
At fi rst glance, Newborn HAL 
resembles a doll. In reality, it is 
a sophisticated simulator that 
mimics a full term newborn. It 
allows nurses and corpsmen to 
respond to realistic simulations 
of life-threatening situations 
such as respiratory distress or a 
dangerously low heart rate in an 
infant.
 “Th e staff  has to be ready to 
respond to these scenarios every 
single day,” said Lieutenant Com-
mander Eileen Scott, Division Of-
fi cer and Clinical Nurse Specialist 
at the hospital’s Mother Infant 
Care Center (MICC).  “Th e sim 
baby, Newborn HAL, has been 
used at this command for about 
one year. Using him in scenario 
training has been very helpful 
to the MICC staff . We train with 
Newborn HAL at least quarterly 
but as oft en as monthly.”
   Newborn HAL brings an amount 
of realism to training that was 
not possible with mannequins 
used in the past. Th e simulator 
is advanced enough to allow the 
application of real electrodes to 
track cardiac rhythms using the 

hospital’s equipment just like with a hu-
man patient. Newborn HAL’s respiratory 
rate, pulse, and other vital signs respond 
and react to events and interactions. He 

can cry, convulse, and even turn blue.
 Nurses and corpsmen use Newborn 
HAL to hone and maintain the skills 
they need when responding to real life 
emergencies. Because the simulator 
realistically responds to their treatment 
and interventions, nurses and corpsmen 
must treat and problem solve as they 
would in a real-life situation. Th ey can 
monitor the breathing and other vital 
signs and respond accordingly. 
 “We can simulate all neonatal resuscita-
tion scenarios as well as complex neonatal 
scenarios in the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit (NICU),” said Scott. “Th e staff  really 
enjoys having a simulator to provide real 
time feedback and they get to see whether 
or not their interventions are eff ective in 
restoring the health of the newborn.” 
 Th e simulator is controlled from a 
wireless tablet PC and is not restricted 
to a classroom or laboratory. Newborn 
HAL can be used in the places nurses 
will encounter real-life scenarios such 
as the MICC or NICU. Th e simulator 
allows trainers to use pre-programmed 
scenarios, modify them or create their 
own. Th e programmable scenarios help 
nurses to identify and treat emergency 
issues. According to Scott, this not only 
enhances medical training, it promotes 
safe patient outcomes.
 “Patients benefi t from simulator 
training because our staff  has been able 
to work through similar scenarios in a 
learning environment where they are 
allowed to ask questions and refi ne their 
skills prior to putting them to use in live 
patient care,” said Scott.

(U.S. Navy photo by Joe Andes)

^Lieutenant Commander Eileen Scott, Division Offi cer and Clinical 
Nurse Specialist at the United States Naval Hospital Okinawa, Japan’s 
Mother Infant Care Center, provides positive pressure ventilation to 
Newborn HAL.



Kadena and Camp Foster emergency 
numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds everyone 

to program their cell phones with the emergency 

numbers. To report an emergency on Kadena via 

cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an offi ce phone, 

dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-

1911, or from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

Estate claims for A1C Joshua R. Harcus
2nd Lt. Hayden W. Clark, 718th Aircraft 

Maintenance Squadron, Kadena Air Base, Japan, 

has been appointed the summary court offi cer for 

the estate of A1C Joshua R. Harcus, of the 18 EMS. 

All claims for or against the estate of the deceased 

must be submitted to the summary court offi cer.

 

18 MUNS to Conduct 100-Percent 
Munitions Inventory
The 18th Munitions Squadron is conducting a 

100-percent munitions inventory Sep. 19-23. 

Emergency issues submitted in writing and 

approved by the MXG commander (or equivalent) 

will be the only transactions processed during 

this time frame. For more information, please 

contact MSgt Matthew Pitcher at 632-5309 or 

email kadena.FV5270@kadena.af.mil.

Joint Services Vehicle Registration 
Office Announcement of Limited 
Services and PMO Closures
August 19, the following PMO offi ces/services 

will be closed after 1100.  This closure is due to 

a command authorized unit event; Impound Lot, 

Local Records Checks, Customs and Immigration, 

Pass & I.D. , Background Checks, JSVRO,  both  

SOFA and NON SOFA services Automobile License 

Plate Association  and the AAFES inspection lane, 

Government of Japan Final Inspector, will be 

closed. Normal business hours will commence 

on Aug. 22, 7:30a.m. Call JSVRO at DSN: 645-

7481 with any questions, or visit their website for 

information regarding vehicle transfers and other 

special considerations at: http://www.mcbbutler.

marines.mil/BaseInformation/VehicleRegistration.

aspx

 

Finance Monthly Closure
The 18th Comptroller Squadron fi nance customer 

service will be closed the third Thursday of 

every month for training. Next dates will be Aug. 

18, Sep. 15 and Oct. 20. For more information, 

contact the Budget Offi ce at 632-6453/634-2601 

or Customer Service at 634-1300.

Military Health System Joint Outpatient 
Experience Survey (JOES)
Starting August 2016, the Military Health System 

will roll out Joint Outpatient Experience Survey 

(JOES). Take a few minutes to fi ll out the JOES 

when you get it by mail or email. JOES is a survey 

that asks questions about your military health 

care experience. It’s secure and we won’t share 

your personal information. Your JOES responses 

tell us what we’re doing right and what we can 

do better. For more information, visit www.health.

mil, or call the 18th MDG Master Sgt. Restie 

Mangiliman at 630-4992.

2016 Presidential Primaries
2016 Presidential Elections are underway. 

Register to vote now. For a full list go to: 

http://www.fvap.gov/vao/vag/appendix/state-

elections. For more information, visit the Kadena 

Voting Sharepoint site at:  https://kadena.eis.

pacaf.af.mil/18WG/programs/VAO/SitePages/

Home.aspx, or talk to your squadrons UVAO, or 

email vote.kadena@us.af.mil.

Digital Signatures 
In accordance with AFGM 2016-03 for AFMAN 

17-1201, User Responsibilities and Guidance for 

Information Systems, published on May 19, digital 

signatures Air Force-wide must comply with the 

following guidance: “When using a digital signature 

for offi cial documents, use only the ‘standard’ 

Common Access Card version of the signature, 

without any logos, graphics, text, pictures or other 

embellishments.” For more information, contact 

the Knowledge Management Center at 634-2244.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Free GSA OASIS Delegated 
Procurement Authority Training
OASIS or One Acquisition Solution for Integrated 

Services is a procurement contract to address 

complex professional services requirements, 

while saving government time and money.  

Contact Cynthia McKeague at 634-3641 or 

080-6492-8036 for class invitation and log in 

information.  Contracting offi cers will receive 

Delegated Procurement Authority for OASIS use. 

POC:  Cynthia McKeague, 634-3641 Location:  

Online Webinar August 16, 2016, Tuesday, 0800-

0930 Free OASIS Webinar

Kadena Medical Clinic Sports Physical Day
The Kadena Medical Clinic will be hosting a walk in 

basic sports physical before the start of the school 

year so kids can start participating in the sports for 

which they signed up. Immunizations will be offered 

as well. Date is Aug. 20 from 8 a.m. - noon with the 

backup date being Aug. 27. One thing that we are 

doing and recommending this year to prevent long 

wait times and bottlenecking is that we divided the 

times the patients can show up based on the fi rst 

Continued on PAGE 11
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letter of their last names: 8 - 9 a.m.:  A,B,C, D, E, F / 

9 - 10 a.m.: G,H, I, J, K, L / 10 - 11 a.m.: M, N, O, P, 

Q, R / 11 a.m. to noon:  S, T, U, V, W, X, Y, Z For any 

questions or concerns, contact Tech. Sgt. Michael 

Villas at michael.villas@us.af.mil or 630-4060. 

 

ACE Back to School Clothing Drive
Airmen Committed to Excellence is hosting a 

Back to School Clothing Drive July 1 -  Aug 29. 

Drop off your donations in the box located in 

your respective squadron. For more information, 

contact Airman 1st Class Tiffany Rep at 090-

9788-5204 or tiffany.rep@us.af.mil

 

3 on 3 Basketball Tournament Fundraiser
The Air Force Heritage committee will be hosting 

a three on three Basketball tournament at Kadena 

Risner Fitness Center Aug. 26 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

to raise funds for the Air Force Ball. First and 

second place trophies will be awarded. For more 

information, contact Staff Sgt. Andrea Strong at 

090-6867-5527.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Cherubims Animal Garden (Ishikawa)
Saturday Aug. 20, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. there 

will be a volunteer opportunity for 20 volunteers 

to help with painting, pulling grass and weeds 

at their new location. They will meet up at the 

Burger King parking lot at Kadena Air Base 

@0830 and carpool to the animal shelter. To 

sign up visit (http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30e0b4eaaac29a6f85-cherubims3).

Volunteers Needed at Kadena
Middle School
The KDMS Students Taking Academic 

Responsibility (STAR) Program is looking for 30 

volunteers to serve as mentors for the students. 

The duties will consist of assisting students with 

academic assignments who are enrolled in the 

STAR program. The volunteers will meet at Ryukyu/

Kadena Middle School on Kadena Air Base Bldg. 

1984. The attire will be Civilian clothing or uniform 

and aletter and/or Certifi cate of appreciation 

will be given. All volunteers will receive a brief 

training prior to working with students. We would 

prefer for volunteers to be able to commit to 

volunteering either on Wednesday or Thursday 

on a weekly basis. For more information, contact 

Natarsha Baker at  Natarsha.baker@pac.dodea.

edu or at 634-0217.

Popular Souvenir
”Golden Baked Sweets“ The Chinsuko
There are wide variety of sweets 
in Okinawa, but the “most popular 
sweets” is the Chinsuko.

The crunchy texture, slightly sweet, 
savory smell, and the plain taste is 
not just popular as a souvenir, but 
also loved by the Okinawan locals.

The “Chinsuko” is made from flour, 
sugar, and lard, and is best match 
with sanpin-cha (jasmine tea), uchin-
cha (turmeric herbal tea), green tea, 
and black tea.

Here we understand why it’s loved by people 
all around the world.

The name “Chinsuko” is a bit strange (it 
sounds funny to many Japanese people also), 
but it means “rare baked sweets”, “golden 
baked sweets” in old Chinese.

Originally, a chef during the Ryukyu Dynas-
ty Period made the sweets based on the 
thought of mixing Chinese and Japanese 
essence. The Chinsuko was eaten during 

celebrations as a royal court sweets.

Back then, the Chinsuko had a round shape 
like chrysanthemum, and it changed its 
shape to a narrow bar form about a century 
ago.

These days, many sweet manufacturers have 
made elaborate shapes and tastes.

Beni-imo (purple yam) flavor, pineapple flavor, 
chocolate flavor, find your favorite and enjoy 
the many different tastes.
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