
By Airman 1st Class
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
8/11/2016 — For some fi ghter 
pilots, a whole career leads up to 

one point. Th e moment where, 
at the pinnacle of all required 
training, they begin training to 
become an instructor pilot. 
 Th e future generation of 

fi ghter pilots rely on their 
instructors. Quite literally, the 
weight of the world is on their 
shoulders. 

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Nick Emerick)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

An 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron 
forward area refueling point member 
observes the fl ight line during a nighttime 
refueling exercise Aug. 10, at Kadena Air 
Base. The 18th LRS FARP team and 1st 
Special Operations Squadron conducted 
a refueling exercise to demonstrate 
forward-area refueling point capability in 
an austere environment. 

An all-terrain vehicle is loaded 
into the back of a C-130 as part of 
a training exercise on the fl ightline 
at Kadena Air Base on Aug. 10. 

A member of the deployed aircraft 
ground response element tests 
his night-vision goggles prior to 
an exercise on the fl ightline at 
Kadena Air Base, Aug. 10.(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

^Capt. Benjamin Worrall, 67th Fighter Squadron operations fl ight commander, prepares to taxi out onto the runway Aug. 9, at Kadena Air Base. 
Worrall is going through instructor pilot training. To become an instructor pilot, individuals need to have at least 500 fl ight hours before they can 
even be considered as a candidate.
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By Senior Airman Peter Reft
18th Wing Pubic Affairs
8/11/2016 — Tech. Sgt. Michael Green 
and his team of Airmen bear the respon-
sibility of managing and tracking the 
Air Force's largest vehicle fl eet using an 
information system originally based on a 

punch card system.
 Th e On-Line Vehicle Integrated Man-
agement System, which was fi rst used in 
1971 and later went online in the 80's, 
did not need just an update, but instead a 
complete replacement.
 “Th e Defense Property Accountability 

System is a new Air Force-wide program 
that’s taking over for [OLVIMS],” said 
Tech. Sgt. Michael Greene, 18th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron assistant NCO in 
charge of fl eet management and analysis. 
“Th e challenge we face with this new 
system is loading all of our 2,100 vehicles 
because Kadena has the largest fl eet in 
the Air Force.”
 Green added that their fl eet numbers 
will continue to grow even as they strat-
egize new ways to transfer the mass of 
vehicle information to the new program.
 “Some other challenges we face now 
are old vehicle commission rate reports 
and adapting the newer system to older 
data,” said Greene.
 Ensuring everything meets Air Force 
standards meant 18th LRS Airmen from 
separate career fi elds began operating 
together to accomplish the new mission.
 “We are working closer than ever with 
our maintenance counterparts due to the 
way DPAS operates,” said Greene. “Before, 
we did all the paperwork and account-
ability while the mechanics did strictly 
maintenance. What DPAS is doing now is 
taking the mechanics and bringing them 
into our world, so now they’re actually 
going to see how the paperwork accounts 
for all work coming into the shop. It’s 
bringing us together more as a family 
instead of just coworkers.”

 When a new vehicle comes to the 
base, [FMA] Airmen get all the necessary 
information such as the vehicle type, 
picture of the vehicle, management code, 
and all other pertinent information to 
have it gained here.
 “You can pretty much access the new 
system anywhere you use a Common 
Access Card,” said Airman First Class 
Quentin Isenberg, 18th LRS fl eet man-
ager apprentice. “It makes it simpler and 
easier when we are on-the-go.”
 Th e easier-to-use system ensures LRS 
Airmen are ready at a moment’s notice 
to provide support to the warfi ghting 
capabilities of the 18th Wing.
 “It’s really effi  ciently reporting re-
al-time information and feedback to 
headquarters, so if they’re looking for 
something specifi c, this program allows 
them to fi nd it and get replacement vehi-
cles quickly and effi  ciently,” said Master 
Sgt. Adam Walker, 18th LRS fl eet man-
agement and analysis NCO in charge.
 With DPAS in full swing, FMA Air-
men can complete management tasks 
more effi  ciently at a lower cost to the Air 
Force.
 “In one month’s time, we switched 
from the OLVIMS system to DPAS at 
zero cost to the Air Force, allowing us 
to save an hour of labor each day,” said 
Walker.

FMA Airmen Evolve with Information: New DPAS 
program replaces information system four decades old

Pacifi c Air Forces 
chaplain command 
staff visits 354th 
Fighter Wing

^Airman 1st Class Billy Stephens, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron fl eet management and analysis apprentice, 
reviews vehicle data in the defense property accountability system Aug. 11, at Kadena Air Base. The DPAS allows FMA 
Airmen to save time by uploading data to an online database from which authorized personnel anywhere on the globe 
may access, instead having to fi le individual requests through emails.

Col. Steven McCain, the Pacifi c Air Forces command chaplain, talks to 
Airmen deployed from the 18th Aircraft Maintenance Unit, Kadena Air Base, 
Aug. 9, during RED FLAG-Alaska (RF-A) 16-3 at Eielson Air Force Base, 
Alaska. The purpose of McCain’s visit was to observe the mission, get a 
feel for the climate of Airmen’s morale, and see the purpose and operations 
tempo of RF-A, an exercise where units train for contingency operations in 
a controlled. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Shawn Nickel)
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 Many pilots selected for this training 
have spent their whole careers prepar-
ing for the opportunity to become an 
instructor pilot and Aug. 9, this became 
reality for some of Kadena’s best.
 Capt. Benjamin Worrall, 67th Fighter 
Squadron operations fl ight command-
er, said candidates for the instructor 
pilot position are selected by fl ight and 
squadron leaders, and other instructor 
pilots, based on their experience and 
performance in the aircraft . 
 “It’s interesting, because when you 
look at the whole process to be an in-
structor pilot, it’s really about 12 fl ying 
events, four simulator events and 10 
hours of academics sessions,” said Lt. 
Col. Paul Townsend, 18th Operations 
Support Squadron commander. “Th ose 
are just the structured syllabus-mandat-
ed events. When you look at how much 
self-study, how much time goes into 
this, it’s hard to put into numbers.”
 Townsend has been an instructor pi-
lot for 10 years and is now an evaluator 
for pilots going through the program. 
 “Th is upgrade program is built upon 
all of the experience and training I’ve 
gained during my fl ying career,” said 
Worrall. “Th ere is signifi cant prepara-
tion time required to assure you have 
the required knowledge and skillset. 
Additionally, each individual mission 
involves signifi cant preparation in order 
to eff ectively brief, execute, and debrief 
to improve all fl ight members’ profi -
ciency.”
 Worrall passed the off ensive basic 
fi ghter maneuvering with Townsend as 
his instructor Aug. 9. During this phase, 
they fl ew together and practiced air-to-
air combat. 
 “I can probably safely bet he spent 
40-60 hours for this one ride to get 
ready and prepared to complete it,” 
said Townsend. “He did a great job in 

the briefi ng of being very instructional, 
giving me those tools I needed to be 
successful if I was a young mission 
qualifi cation training guy.”
 Townsend expressed his satisfaction 
with Worrall’s performance during this 
mission and said he would trust him to 
train future pilots. 
 “I knew Captain Worrall when he 
was in the 44th Fighter Squadron and 
we fl ew together,” said Townsend. “To 
see him progress and get to this level 
and see him grow as a pilot brings me a 
tremendous amount of satisfaction.”
 Worrall expressed his gratitude for 
being selected to become an instructor 
pilot and infl uence the next generation 
of fi ghter pilots. 
 “I’m humbled to have been given the 
opportunity to become an instructor 
pilot in the F-15,” said Worrall. “I’ve 
been through a lot of training and 
preparation leading up to this point, so 
I’m very excited to be able to expand my 
skillset as a fi ghter pilot.”
 Th is expanded skillset will lead to 
greater responsibility within the 67th FS 
for Worrall.
 “Aft er completing the Instructor Pilot 
Upgrade (IPUG), I will be utilized with-
in the squadron to train other pilots,” 
said Worrall. “Th is will range from pro-
viding mission qualifi cation training to 
new F-15C pilots on the island, to devel-
oping new fl ight leads and instructors to 
improve the overall combat capability of 
the 67th Fighter Squadron.”
 Providing the 67th FS with com-
bat-ready F-15 pilots is a key piece 
in the defense of our allies in the In-
do-Asia-Pacifi c region. Th e F-15 Eagle 
is a superior tactical fi ghter and can 
hold 36,200 pounds of fuel with the abil-
ity to travel over 3,000 miles, making it 
possible to reach any ally in need when 
necessary. 

By 18th Wing Public Affairs
8/16/2016 — An Airman assigned to 
Kadena’s 18th Equipment Maintenance 
Squadron died Aug. 5 from complica-
tions aft er a fall that occurred July 31.
 Airman 1st Class Joshua Harcus was 
pronounced dead at 6:30 p.m. at Camp 
Foster’s U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa.
 “I extend my deepest sympathies 

to Josh’s parents, family, and all of his 
friends here and abroad,” said Brig. Gen. 
Barry Cornish, 18th Wing commander. 
“We at the 18th Wing are devastated by 
the news of his passing. His service and 
contribution to our nation will not be 
forgotten.”
 The incident is still under investi-
gation.

Propulsion flight 
keeps props spinning

Kadena Airman 
dies after fall

Senior Airman Colton Windsor, 374th Maintenance Squadron aerospace propulsion fl ight journeyman, tightens a bolt to 
install a prop control onto a propeller at Yokota Air Base, Aug. 11. The fl ight also provides engine and propeller support 
for Kadena Air Base and other active duty, guard and reserve C-130s that are tasked within the area of responsibility.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman David Owsianka)
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By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
8/16/2016 — Th e Pacifi c Air 
Forces commander and command 
chief visited Team Kadena for three 
days to gain a better understanding 
of unit readiness, quality of life and 
Air Force operations on the island.
 During his fi rst visit to the 
”Keystone of the Pacifi c,” Gen. 
Terrence J. O’Shaughnessy, who 
assumed command of PACAF 
July 12, traveled to facilities 
around the installation to meet 
and recognize Airmen at their 
jobs and gain a fi rst-hand under-
standing of various mission areas. 

 Th e general spoke with Airmen 
to gain a thorough understanding 
of Team Kadena and concluded 
his visit with Chief Master Sgt. 
Harold Hutchison by hosting his 
fi rst all-call to introduce himself.
 “We want to know what’s on 
your mind,” “O’Shaughnessy 
said. “It’s easy for us to get reports 
back to headquarters and not 
[understand] what is important 
to all of you. I want to let you 
know the chief, our entire head-
quarters and I work for you.”
 Th e general also shared some 
of his expectations for Airmen, 
including fostering a culture 
of dignity and respect in work 

centers and being combat ready 
throughout the force.
 “It’s pretty simple,” O’Shaugh-
nessy said. “We need to be able to 
actively deliver precise air, space 
and cyberspace capabilities here in 
the Pacifi c, and we need to be able 
to do that at a moment’s notice.”
 During the all-call, O’Shaugh-
nessy and Hutchison stressed the 
importance of Team Kadena’s role 
in the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region 
and how critical it is for Airmen 
to maintain readiness. He also 
outlined his command priorities.
 “First and foremost, this is a 
warfi ghting command,” he said. 
“Th at’s why we are here; that’s 
why you all are not living in the 
United States of America; that’s 
why you are forward deployed; 
and that’s why you practice every 
day to maintain your readiness, 
in case the time comes when we 
are needed to deploy our combat 
capabilities.” 
 O’Shaughnessy said this pri-
ority is at the forefront at PACAF 
headquarters and infl uences 
what decisions are made regard-
ing resources. He also stated the 
key to combat readiness lies with 
taking care of the Airmen.
“Our Airmen, whether they 
are active duty, guard, reserve 
or civilian, are what [allow] us 
to be able to do our mission,” 
O’Shaughnessy explained. “Part 
of that includes taking care of the 

families, so Airmen can concen-
trate on their mission. Another 
part of it is making sure we are 
providing you the experience 
and skill sets, so when we are 
called upon, you are ready.”
 COMPACAF said these are 
diffi  cult and challenging times. 
With tensions around the re-
gion, strategic partnerships will 
be increasingly important for 
mission success. Th ese successes 
are continuously built through 
international and joint exercises.
 “It’s the daily things you do, 
the partnerships that are peo-
ple-to-people,” O’Shaughnessy 
said. “If we are going to fi ght 
together, we need to understand 
each other, and the relationships 
you make over time will have a 
huge impact.”
 O’Shaughnessy asked Team 
Kadena’s Airmen to keep doing 
their mission to the best of their 
abilities. 
 “You are my priority; you are 
the chief ’s priority; you are what 
we are focusing on to make sure 
you are given the tools needed to 
do the [job] we ask you to do,” he 
said. “Th at is why we are here. If 
there are things making it harder 
for you to do your job, we need 
to know.” 
 Th e command chief empha-
sized that leadership is listening 
to the concerns and ideas from 
their command. 

 “I encourage you to continue 
to funnel your ideas and inputs to 
leadership,” Hutchinson said. “We 
need to look at giving some stuff  
back to the squadrons, and we need 
to look at what we are doing for 
the squadrons. Th ey are listening. 
Our PACAF commander needs 
your input, so he knows what’s on 
your minds when he’s speaking to 
leadership at the pentagon.”
 Th e PACAF command chief 
said everything starts, continues 
and ends with Airmen. 
 “It’s you in this room that 
makes everything happen every 
day,” Hutchinson said. “You are 
air power.”
 O’Shaughnessy ended his 
visit by personally thanking the 
Airmen of Kadena for their hard 
work and dedication to main-
taining peace and stability in the 
region and for their continued 
eff orts to project airpower across a 
wide and critical area of the globe.
 “You’re an amazing team,” he 
said. “I know you will keep doing 
amazing things. Remember 
when you get up in the morning, 
and you’re still tired and getting 
ready for work, to look at yourself 
in the mirror and realize you are 
an American Airman [who] is 
making a big diff erence. You are 
out here forward deployed doing 
the business that our nation 
needs us to do, and you should be 
proud of that. I’m proud of you.” 

Powerful dance that enthralls 
the audience, the “Eisa”

“Eisa” is Okinawa’s tra-
ditional performance art 
just like the Ryukyu Buyo 
and the Kumi Odori (both 
are traditional Ryukyu 
dance).

Originally, Eisa is known 
as a Nenbutsu Odori 
(Buddhist incantation), 
which the purpose is to 
praise and respect the 
spirits of our ancestors. Usually, young men and 
women from the local area volunteer to perform in the 
community, praying for good health and safety for 
each house.

It is Okinawa’s traditional event to show love and 
respect our ancestors, but in the recent years, the 
powerful performance is attracting many tourists 
who visit Okinawa.

The “Eisa Season” is usually between June and Sep-
tember during the Bon Festival of the lunar calender.

Eisa is popular in the Chubu (Central) Area, there are 
many events in various locations during this season 
where you can enjoy the performance.

The Eisa dance performed 
with the powerful beat of 
the taiko drums and the 
sound of the sanshin (Oki-
nawa’s traditional three-
stringed instrument) , 
the excitement and the 
greatness can not be 
expressed with words.

The performance fasci-
nates the audience.

Not only you should focus on the perfect in-lined 
motion, but what attracts the audience are that 
the choreography, outfit, and the shouts. It differs 
between each area, and every area has its own style.

In the recent years, creative Eisa dance is also 
becoming poplar along with the traditional Eisa. Every 
Eisa dance is unique and original.

We recommend you to compare the dance perfor-
mance between each dance group.

If you hear the sound of the taiko drums and the 
shouts, it’s a sign that you’re being called by the Eisa.

Find your way to the sound and the heat, and let the 
performance enthrall your mind.

COMPACAF visits Kadena: O’Shaughnessy 
shares expectations, discusses challenges

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)             

^Gen. Terrence J. O’Shaughnessy, Pacifi c Air Forces commander, coins Staff Sgt. Daniel 
Tondre, 18th Munitions Squadron assistant noncommissioned offi cer in charge, for his hard 
work and dedication to his job at Kadena Air Base, Aug. 11.
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By Airman 1st Class
Nick Emerick
18th Wing Public Affairs
8/12/2016 — Th e Air Force Repair En-
hancement Program isn’t widely known, 
even within the maintenance community.
 If an everyday back shop is incapable 
of fi xing an item, that’s where AFREP 

comes in. Members of the AFREP shop 
are trained on micro–soldering, allowing 
them to work on parts that other shops in 
the Air Force are unable to fi x.
 “Th is year we started reaching out to 
other AFREP units across the Air Force 
to see what things they were working 
on, processes they had in place and 

what parts we could get our hands on,” 
said Tech. Sgt. Andrew Robinson, NCO 
in charge of AFREP. “Th at’s one of the 
primary reasons we were able to see such 
an increase to profi ts.”
 According to Tech Sgt. Dustin Allen, 
AFREP technician, most of the aircraft  
parts the AFREP receives are from the 
base F-15. Once AFREP receives more 
aircraft  parts from other units on base, 
they are very likely to see another in-
crease in profi ts.
  “We take in a lot of good parts with 
potential to be fi xed and given back to 
other units, which is really what allows us 
to save all this money from what would 
have been throw-away parts,” said Allen.
 According to Robinson, AFREP’s 
number one priority is impacting the 
fl ying mission. If it can help to get an 
aircraft  off  the ground, it’s going to be the 
fi rst thing worked on.
 “Last week we were able to fi x a cable 
for one of the F-15 squadrons that allowed 
them to troubleshoot and eventually 
repair a jet that had been grounded for 
over 50 days,” Robinson said.
 Robinson explained the amount 
of money Kadena’s AFREP saved the 
base has allowed many units see some 
of the items on their unfunded lists get 
approved.
 “It’s defi nitely the best job I’ve had in 
the Air Force, we get to network with 
outside shops and other maintenance 
units, and we get to work on all diff erent 
kinds of parts,” Robinson said. “Th is is 
just the success story behind our shop, 
things are defi nitely looking up.”

^Tech. Sgt. Andrew Robinson, NCO in charge of the Air Force repair enhancement program shows an F-15 Eagle fl ame 
holder inside the AFREP shop Aug. 3, on Kadena Air Base. Members of Kadena’s AFREP team have made great strides 
in the past year, from making $60,000 in 2015 to being on track to make in excess of $1.2 million for 2016.

Innovative warfi ghters
AFREP saves Kadena 1.2 million

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Nick Emerick)
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By Airman 1st Class
Corey M. Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
8/12/2016 — As the smell of worn rub-
ber fi lls the morning air, Airmen from 
the 18th Equipment Maintenance Squad-
ron know it’s time to get to work.
 Kadena’s wheel and tire shop takes old 
wheels from Aircraft  Maintenance Units 
around base and hands out the newly 
built tires.
 “We provide wheels and tires for the 
base and all the aircraft ,” said Senior Air-
man Joshua Shears, 18th EMS wheel and 
tire technician. “As they come in, we 
break them down, we wash and inspect 
them to make sure they’re still service-
able.”
 Th e shop is broken down into two 
teams. Th e fi rst team is called the build 
and breakdown team. Th ey break down, 
wash and re-build the tires that are 
brought in.
 Th e second team is the run team. Th ey 
are responsible for bringing new tires to 
the AMUs and taking the old ones.
 First, the run team calls all the AMUs 
to get an idea of what is needed.
 Following a specifi c route, they drive 
out to the diff erent AMUs and if there 
are already built tires in stock, they sim-
ply swap with them.

 “Th e crew chiefs bring the tires out 
and we go to the AMUs to pick them up,” 
said Shears.
 Once back, they begin to breakdown 
the tires. Th ey let out all of the air, un-
screw all of the bolts and take the tire off  
of the wheel.
 Next, they wash the wheels and tires 
to get all of the dirt and gunk off  of them.
 Th is is when everything is inspect-
ed. Following their technical orders, 
they look for cracks and wear that would 
deem the tire unserviceable.
 Unserviceable tires are sent out to be 
melted down and re-made into brand 
new ones.
 “Once the tires are deemed service-
able, we begin re-building them,” said 
Staff  Sgt. Ryan Butler, 18th EMS wheel 
and tire NCO in charge. “Th e tires will 
then sit for 12 hours and are inspected 
again by Airmen and then me to make 
sure there are no leaks.”
 Th ese newly washed and built tires are 
either set on a rack to wait for an order to 
be placed, or will immediately go out to 
whoever needs them.
 However, there is usually a stock of al-
ready built tires waiting to go out as soon 
as they are needed.
 “We always try to have tires ready at 
all times so they can just swap out when 

they need them,” said Shears.
 Th e Airmen who work in the wheel 
and tire shop come from many back-
grounds as they are selected from diff er-
ent AMUs with diff erent aircraft . While 
this shop is a crucial element in the hec-
tic world of aircraft  maintenance, it’s a 
change of pace for some who are used to 

working the fl ightline.
 “It’s a little bit slower, you have a lot 
more time to do the required mainte-
nance,” said Senior Airman Joel Waller, 
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron 
wheel and tire technician. “But it’s a good 
view into the back shop aspect of how the 
Air Force works.”

Wheels up: 18th EMS provides aircraft tires for base

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

^Senior Airman Christopher Tillman, 18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron wheel and tire technician, inspects a row 
of aircraft tires Aug. 10, at Kadena Air Base. 

By Senior Airman
Stephen G. Eigel
18th Wing Public Affairs
8/4/2016 — Th e pharmacy at the 
18th Medical Group upgraded 

their Pyxis Medication storage 
equipment last month allowing 
them to save time and better 
serve their patients.
 Th e Pyxis MedStation system 

provides a user-friendly plat-
form to help clinicians dispense 
medications more effi  ciently 
with integration capabilities not 
seen in other systems.
 “It allows the pharmacy to 
see stock levels of medications 
throughout the Medical Group 
from one central terminal,” said 
Maj. Richard Caballero, 18th 
MDG pharmacy fl ight com-
mander. “Th is saves us the time 
of having to bounce around the 
diff erent sections to see what 
they need.”
 Th e system also minimizes 
the workload for sections 
requesting items because we 
know what they need before 
they have to ask, he added.
 Additionally, the system’s 
perpetually updated inventory 
saves personnel 5-10 hours a 
week from repeatedly manag-
ing thousands of tablets on a 
daily basis.
 “Before the Pyxis, the 

technicians were manually 
counting thousands of 
tablets every day to ensure 
accountability,” said Caballero. 
“Th e system is important for 
accountability and decreases the 
possibility of the human error 
factor that can lead to delays or 
inconsistencies in patient care.”
 According to their website, 
the Pyxis MedStation uses the 
CUBIE® system which reduces 
the risk of medication errors by 
restricting access to only one 
medication at a time, prevent-
ing selecting a medication in 
the wrong pocket.
 “It impacts the pharmacy 
and the clinic staff  directly by 
increasing accountability and ef-
fi ciency,” said Caballero. “It also 
impacts patients indirectly be-
cause of the increased effi  ciency 
of the appointments in the clinic 
with providers less likely to have 
to reach back to the pharmacy 
for something they need while 

the patient is waiting.”
 Each patient’s prescription 
history can be recalled in the 
system, enabling pharmacists 
and doctors to know what 
works best for every case, added 
Master Sgt. Sonyea Woolfolk, 
18th MDG NCO in charge of 
pharmacy services.
 “If a patient is prescribed 
something and they come back 
a week later still sick or they had 
a reaction to the medication, 
the system will tell us what ex-
actly was given to them without 
having to spend too much time 
digging,” said Caballero. “Th is 
makes it easier for us and the 
doctors to see what needs to 
be changed in order to get the 
patients better.”
 Caballero added, overall the 
newly implemented system 
helps the pharmacy be more ef-
fi cient, with less room for error 
giving the patients, an overall 
better experience.

^Staff Sgt. Nicholas Petrelis, 18th Medical Group pharmacy supply custodian, watches 
as Airman 1st Class Cheyenne Saxton, 18th MDG pharmacy journeyman, logs into the Pyxis 
MedStation system inside the pharmacy Aug. 3, at Kadena Air Base.

18th MDG upgrades Pyxis MedStation

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)
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Typhoon prepared

TCCOR 4: Destructive sustained winds of 50 knots or greater possible 
within 72 hours. Stock up on food, bottled water, dry milk, batteries, fl ashlights, 
candles and other emergency supplies. TC-4 stays in affect from June 1 to 
November 30 every year.

TCCOR 3: Destructive sustained winds of 50 knots or greater possible 
within 48 hours. Initiate a general clean-up around your home, apartment and 
offi ce. Pick up loose items, such as toys, garden tools and lawn furniture.

TCCOR 2: Destructive sustained winds of 50 knots or greater anticipated 
within 24 hours. Secure all outdoor property such as picnic tables, barbecue 
grills, etc.

TCCOR 1: Destructive sustained winds of 50 knots or greater are expected 
within 12 hours. DODDs schools will not be closed until TCCOR 1C. Fill any 
available containers with water. Make a fi nal check of food, water and other 
supplies.

TCCOR 1 Caution: Winds of 50 knots are sustained or occurring. All 
outdoor activities, except those in direct support of urgent military missions, 
will be discontinued. The base exchange and commissary close and all 
non-mission-essential people should be off the streets and in their 
residences. All AAFES facilities close.

TCCOR 1 Emergency: Winds of 50 knots sustained or occurring. All 
outside activities are prohibited.

TCCOR 1 Recovery: Winds of 50 knots sustained or greater are no 
longer forecast to occur. Strong winds may still exist. No outdoor activity is 
authorized other than workers from pre-designated emergency crews. 
TCCOR1 recovery Mission-Essential Passes, which are issued to mission-
essential agencies only, must be in the driver's possession before attempting 
to travel on Kadena.

TCCOR Storm Watch: Winds are not forecast to exceed 50 knots 
sustained but there still exists a probability of high winds due to the proximity 

of the storm. The storm is also close enough to the area that a heightened alert 
status is necessary in order to rapidly establish elevated TCCOR conditions 
should the storm deviate from the forecast track. Personnel should follow 
Standard Operating Procedures for TCCOR Storm Watch and stay alert for 
any changes to TCCOR status. In some instances, it may be necessary to 
return to TCCOR Storm Watch from another TCCOR level if the storm is not 
currently forecast to impact the area, but is in close enough proximity that 
should it change course, it could likely impact the area. Normal activities 
may resume with caution two hours after declaration of STORM WATCH. 
AAFES facilities and the commissary may reopen as well. Stay tuned to AFN 
television and radio.

TCCOR Storm Clear: The storm is over and not forecast to return.  
Storm damage could still present a danger. This TCCOR level is used to 
inform U.S. Military and civilians that the threat of the storm is over. However, 
until the recovery process is declared complete (TCCOR All Clear), or the risk 
of injury and/or damage to personnel and property has been mitigated to a 
safe level, the general base population would normally be asked to continue 
to remain indoors. 

**During typhoons - Housing Maintenance Service Call is open 24/7 
to support occupants in creating typhoon related work orders only. Please 
dial 634-4663 (HOME) or 098-961-4663, option 5. 

Regular hours of operation:
Housing Maintenance Service Call hours of operation for submitting all work 
orders:  24/7, 7 days a week, 634-4663 (HOME) or 098-961-4663, option 5.

All routine or urgent work order requirements can be submitted online using 
your home/work computer at: http://www.kadena.af.mil/Portals/40/AFD-
150519-002_3_.pdf or called in during hours of operation. 

Alternatively: you may submit a routine work order request to our org box 
at 718ces.servicecall@us.af.mil. (Please include house number and unit, 
contact phone, name of sponsor and housing maintenance service need.)

Don’t judge a book by its cover – Base houses are built structurally strong enough to withstand the potentially 
damaging typhoon winds that come and go each year. There are some simple steps occupants can take in 
advance of typhoon season to be prepared and have peace of mind during a typhoon. 

Emergency Kit Typhoon Preparation Steps

· Fill Bathtubs with water

· Turn refrigerators to the highest setting

· Secure all loose outdoor objects or store them indoors (i.e. playsets, bicycles, 
other toys, grills, trampolines, storage sheds, tables, chairs, trash and recycling 
containers) 

· Store bulk trash items indoors if contractor has not picked up by TCCOR-2

· Sandbag base of doors- Eagle hardware supplies sand bags and sand which can 
be picked up and fi lled by occupants of base housing

· Turn off all non-critical electrical items (i.e. lights, computers, printers, fans, TVs, 
etc.)

· Fuel your vehicles

· Park vehicles in an area least prone to falling tree limbs and fl ooding

· Secure & lock all exterior doors and windows

Know your Typhoon  TCCOR Conditions 

· Flashlight with extra batteries

· Bottled Water (3 days worth – 1 gallon per person per day)

· Non-perishable packaged or canned food/juice

· Foods for infants or the elderly

· Snack Foods

· Non-electric can opener

· Cooking tools/fuels

· Paper plates/plastic utensils

· First-Aid supplies

· Prescription medication

· Battery powered radio (AFN)

· Pet care items

· Towels, rags, mops
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US, Timor-Leste Forces 
complete CARAT exercise

By Petty Offi cer 1st Class 
Rosalie Chang
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 4
8/5/2016 — U.S. Navy units from Com-
mander, Task Force 75, U.S. Marines, and 
Forsa Defesa Timor-Leste (F-FDTL) ser-
vice members completed the 4th annual 
Cooperation Afl oat Readiness and Train-
ing (CARAT) Timor-Leste with a closing 
ceremony at Port Hera Naval Base, Aug. 5.
 During the weeklong exercise, U.S. 
Navy Seabees from Naval Mobile Con-
struction Battalion (NMCB) 4, Sailors 
from Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mo-
bile Unit (EODMU) 5, Riverine Sailors 
from Coastal Riverine Group (CRG) 1, 
and U.S. Marines from Fleet Anti-terror-
ism Security Team Pacifi c (FASTPAC), 
worked together with the F-FDTL to 
enhance their defensive and maritime 
security operation capabilities through 
training and mission planning, maritime 
evidence collection, unit level command 
and control, infantry skills, staff  planning 

and small boat engine maintenance and 
repair.
 “To all the warriors standing before 
me, congratulations on the initiative 
demonstrated, the toughness and the 
achievements you accomplished this 
week,” said Capt. Erich Diehl, commo-
dore, Commander Task Force 75. “Th ese 
engagements are extremely important 
in delivering our common vision of 
advancing Indo-Asia Pacifi c Regional 
Maritime security, enhancing stability 
and enduring international framework 
of norms, standards and rules of laws.”  
 Th e FASTPAC Marines trained the 
F-FDTL on vehicle and entry control 
point procedures, close quarters battle 
tactics, convoy tactics and basic lifesav-
ing skills. 
 “We integrated simulator munitions 
so they could get a feel for conducting 
convoys while we simulated an am-
bush.  We saw their response from the 
beginning to the end,” said U.S. Marine 

Cpl. Mitch Wagner.  “Aft er we coached 
them through the events, we could see 
their improvements and by the end their 
actions were where we wanted them to 
be; they picked up everything we taught 
them so well and so fast.”
 Although the language barrier was 
tough, the forces were able to overcome 
the diffi  culty with interpreters, using 
hand and arm signals and drawing out 
the information.
 “Working with the F-FDTL has been 
a great experience not only for them but 
for our U.S. forces as well,” said Krestos.  
“We’ve learned a tremendous amount 
from them including what challenges 
they face and how we can continue to 
provide our assistance in helping them 
grow within their capabilities and their 
military forces.  Th ey have been extreme-
ly enthusiastic and welcoming so we look 
forward to future exercises with them.”
 Th e skills learned throughout CARAT 
were all fl exed during a fi nal exercise that 

brought together all of the diff erent areas 
of expertise into one operation. 
 “Every element of hands-on training 
the F-FDTL participated in this past week 
was completed in the fi nal exercise,” said 
Krestos.  “It was built to provide the mem-
bers with as close to a real world scenario 
that they may face such as combating 
illegal fi shing and traffi  cking.  With this 
exercise, they demonstrated those capa-
bilities and they now have the knowledge 
to be able to deter those activities.”
 CARAT is a series of bilateral naval 
exercises between the U.S. Navy, U.S. 
Marine Corps, and the armed forces of 
Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, Indone-
sia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Th ailand and Timor-Leste. CARAT 2016 
is the most complex series to date. Its 
continuing relevance for more than two 
decades speaks to the high quality of 
exercise events and the enduring value 
of regional cooperation among allies and 
partners in South and Southeast Asia.

(U.S. Navy photos by Petty Offi cer 1st Class Rosalie Chang)

   Capt. Erich Diehl, commodore, Commander Task 
Force 75, presents Commodore, Forsa Defesa Timor-
Leste (F-FDTL) with a gift of appreciation during the 
closing ceremony for Cooperation Afl oat Readiness 
and Training (CARAT) Timor-Leste, Aug. 5. 

^Capt. Erich Diehl, commodore, 
Commander Task Force 75, thanks 
members of the Forsa Defesa Timor-Leste 
(F-FDTL) during the closing ceremony 
for Cooperation Afl oat Readiness and 
Training (CARAT) Timor-Leste 2016.

^



Kadena and Camp Foster emergency 
numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 

everyone to program their cell phones 

with the emergency numbers. To report an 

emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-

5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For 

Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 

from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

Estate claims for A1C Joshua R. Harcus
2nd Lt. Hayden W. Clark, 718th Aircraft 

Maintenance Squadron, Kadena Air Base, 

Japan, has been appointed the summary 

court offi cer for the estate of A1C Joshua 

R. Harcus, of the 18 EMS. All claims for or 

against the estate of the deceased must be 

submitted to the summary court offi cer. For 

more information, contact 2nd Lt. Hayden 

Clark at 634-9061. 

Housing office closure
The Kadena Department of Defense Family 

Housing Offi ce, Camp Kinser Offi ce, 

Furnishing Management Offi ce and FMO 

self-help will be closed Friday, Aug. 26 for an 

offi cial function. For emergency assistance, 

please contact 634-HOME (4663). For more 

information, contact Josephine Robinson at 

634-0582. 

Register for College Classes at 
University of Maryland University 
College Asia (UMUC)          
On-site, online, and hybrid courses are 

currently open for registration at asia.umuc.

edu. Register for college classes Aug. 15-19. 

Fall session one will be held from Aug. 22 – 

Oct. 16. For assistance, email kadena-asia@

umuc.edu, call 634-3488, visit facebook.com/

umucasiaokinawa, or visit any base education 

center. For more information, contact the 

Kadena Education Center at 634-3488.

18th MUNS to Conduct 100-Percent 
Munitions Inventory
The 18th Munitions Squadron is conducting 

a 100-percent munitions inventory Sep. 19-

23. Emergency issues submitted in writing 

and approved by the MXG commander (or 

equivalent) will be the only transactions 

processed during this time frame. For more 

information, please contact MSgt Matthew 

Pitcher at 632-5309 or email kadena.FV5270@

kadena.af.mil.

 

New AtHoc Mass Notification system
The 18th Civil Engineer Group has just 

launched a new AtHoc Mass Notifi cation 

system for the military family housing 

residents of Okinawa, Japan. The current 

system for notifying residents of issues or 

upcoming maintenance relied on spending 

hundreds of man hours going door-to-door 

posting notices, or creating posts on social 

media such as Kadena’s Facebook page, 

www.Facebook.com/KadenaAirBase. For 

more information, utilize the following link: 

http://www.kadena.af.mil/News/Article-

Display/Article/769896/18th-ceg-updates-

military-housing-notifi cations-system

 

Joint Services Vehicle Registration 
Office Announcement of Limited 
Services and PMO Closures 
August 19, the following PMO offi ces/

services will be closed after 11 a.m. This 

closure is due to a command authorized 

unit event; Impound Lot, Local Records 

Checks, Customs and Immigration, Pass & 

I.D., Background Checks, JSVRO, both SOFA 

and NON SOFA services Automobile License 

Plate Association  and the AAFES inspection 

lane, Government of Japan Final Inspector, 

will be closed. Normal business hours will 

commence on Aug. 22, 7:30 a.m. Call JSVRO 

at DSN: 645-7481 with any questions, or visit 

their website for information regarding vehicle 

transfers and other special considerations 

at :http://www.mcbbut ler.mar ines.mi l /

BaseInformation/VehicleRegistration.aspx

Finance Monthly Closure
The 18th Comptroller Squadron fi nance 

customer service will be closed the third 

Thursday of every month for training. Next 

dates will be Aug. 18, Sep. 15 and Oct. 20. For 

more information, contact the Budget Offi ce 

at 632-6453/634-2601 or Customer Service at 

634-1300.

2016 Presidential Primaries
2016 Presidential Elections are underway. 

Register to vote now. For a full list go to: 

http://www.fvap.gov/vao/vag/appendix/

state-elections. For more information, visit 

the Kadena Voting Sharepoint site at:  https://

kadena.eis.pacaf.af.mil/18WG/programs/

VAO/SitePages/Home.aspx, or talk to your 

squadrons UVAO, or emailvote.kadena@

us.af.mil.

 

18th MDG participation in no-notice 
mission focused exercises
The 18th Medical Group is responsible for 

ensuring the 18th Wing’s medical readiness 

in support of the United States’ and Japan’s 

mutual interests. In keeping with this mission, 

the Kadena Clinic will be participating 

in upcoming no-notice mission focused 

exercises. During these exercises, our normal 

healthcare and clinical services will be 

impacted and patient care will be interrupted 

for an undetermined period of time. We ask 

for your patience as our trusted professionals 

exercise their skills and work with the Wing in 

support of these training events. We apologize 

for any inconvenience that this may cause. Our 

appointment line (630-4817 or 098-960-4817 

by cell phone) will remain operational during 

exercises. We will contact any patient whose 

scheduled appointment may need to be re-

scheduled due to exercise events. Additional 

guidance regarding clinic operations will 

follow during and after exercises in order to 

keep our patients informed regarding our 

service capabilities. Measures have been put 

in place to ensure select teams are available 

to facilitate urgent care calls and/or triage 

patients as appropriate. As always, in the 

event of an emergency, seek emergency 

services at the US Naval Hospital on Camp 

Foster or by dialing ambulance services at 

634-1796 or 098-934-5911 by cell phone. For 

more information, contact Capt. Christine 

Kmiecik at 630-4504.

Post Office Closures
Sept. 5 - Labor Day / Sept. 6 - PACAF Family 

Day. For more information, call 634-4458.

 

Free and Reduced Lunch Program 
(FRLP) Announcement: Program 
registration for Department of Defense 
Schools
To be eligible for the FRLP during the 2016-

2017 Academic School Year, applicants 

must renew their application via e-mail or in 

person. The new application will be available 

on July 1, at the following web-site: http://

www.kadena.af.mil/Units/18th-Mission-

Support-Group (Application link) (SY 

16-17), applicants may e-mail a copy of the 

application and their most recent LES and/

or pay stub of all household income earners 

to: 18msg.kadenalunchprogram@us.af.mil to 

apply electronically. You may also apply in 

person, Building 99 (behind Dunkin’ Donuts), 

18th Mission Support Group; bring a hard 

copy of the application and your LES and/or 

pay stub(s). For more information, call DSN 

632-5932/34, COMM 098-962-5932/34.

Officer Christian Fellowship (OCF)
Come out and meet fellow offi cer Christian 

families and have an evening of food, 

fellowship and bible study.  Children are 

welcome. Occurs every Sunday from 4:30-7 

p.m. For more information, contact Lt. Col. 

Joseph Silvers at 634-0476/080-8952-2192.

 

2015 Drinking Water Consumer 
Confidence Reports Now Available
The 18th Aerospace Medicine Squadron’s 

Bioenvironmental Engineering Flight has 

released the 2015 Drinking Water Consumer 

Confi dence Reports. We are pleased to report 

the tap water on Kadena Air Base and Okinawa 

military Family Housing meets all health-based 

Japan Environmental Governing Standards 

and US Environmental protection Agency 

water quality standards for drinking water in 

2015. Full reports can be accessed from the 

Kadena home page: http://www.kadena.af.mil/

About-Us/Consumer-Confi dence-Reports

 

Military Health System Joint Outpatient 
Experience Survey (JOES)
Starting August 2016, the Military Health 

System will roll out Joint Outpatient 

Experience Survey (JOES). Take a few 

minutes to fi ll out the JOES when you get 

it by mail or email. JOES is a survey that 

asks questions about your military health 

care experience. It’s secure and we won’t 

share your personal information. Your JOES 

Continued on PAGE 11
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responses tell us what we’re doing right and 

what we can do better. For more information, 

visit www.health.mil, or call the 18th MDG 

Master Sgt. Restie Mangiliman at 630-4992.

 

Digital Signatures 
In accordance with AFGM 2016-03 for 

AFMAN 17-1201, User Responsibilities and 

Guidance for Information Systems, published 

on May 19, digital signatures Air Force-wide 

must comply with the following guidance: 

“When using a digital signature for offi cial 

documents, use only the ‘standard’ Common 

Access Card version of the signature, without 

any logos, graphics, text, pictures or other 

embellishments.” For more information, 

contact the Knowledge Management Center 

at 634-2244.

 

Post Office Highlight
When can I contact the company about a 

package I haven’t received?

* First, check the tracking number provided 

by the company / person to verify the 

package’s current location. (If it is at 

Kadena Post Offi ce you can check with the 

Customer Service window to see if it has 

been scanned into the system yet or you 

may have a fi rst notice yellow slip in your 

box if the system was down.)

* Regular or standard has a 70-day-wait, 

while priority can happen at 45 days. 

Express is six days from sender.

* If for some reason Priority goes on the 

boat, it gets the 70 day time period before 

a claim can be opened with the company 

/ sender.

For more information, call the directory at 

DSN 634-4458.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Kadena Medical Clinic
Sports Physical Day
The Kadena Medical Clinic will be hosting a 

walk in basic sports physical before the start of 

the school year so kids can start participating 

in the sports for which they signed up. 

Immunizations will be offered as well. Date is 

Aug. 20 from 8 a.m. - noon with the backup 

date being Aug. 27. One thing that we are 

doing and recommending this year to prevent 

long wait times and bottlenecking is that we 

divided the times the patients can show up 

based on the fi rst letter of their last names: 
8 - 9 a.m.:  A,B,C, D, E, F / 9 - 10 a.m.: G,H, I, J, 

K, L / 10 - 11 a.m.: M, N, O, P, Q, R / 11 a.m. to 

noon: S, T, U, V, W, X, Y, Z. For any questions or 

concerns, contact Tech. Sgt. Michael Villas at 

michael.villas@us.af.mil or 630-4060. 

Introduction to Buddhism Seminar
The Kadena/Okinawa Soka Gakkai 

International Buddhist group will be hosting 

a Buddhism seminar Monday, Aug. 22 from 

7-8 p.m., at Kadena Chapel 3. This is an 

open event to provide introductory level 

information about the Buddhist practice. 

Open to military, civilian and family members 

(all ages). For more information, contact 

Richard Tollini at 634-3929/090-1942-1066 

or email richard.tollini.ctr@us.af.mil or Tom 

Harter at 634-1776, harold.harter@us.af.mil.

 

ACE Back to School Clothing Drive
Airmen Committed to Excellence is hosting a 

Back to School Clothing Drive July 1 -  Aug 

29. Drop off your donations in the box located 

in your respective squadron. For more 

information, contact Airman 1st Class Tiffany 

Rep at 090-9788-5204 or tiffany.rep@us.af.mil

 

3 on 3 Basketball Tournament 
Fundraiser
The Air Force Heritage committee will 

be hosting a three on three Basketball 

tournament at Kadena Risner Fitness Center 

Aug. 26 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. to raise funds 

for the Air Force Ball. First and second 

place trophies will be awarded. For more 

information, contact Staff Sgt. Andrea Strong 

at 090-6867-5527.

 

18th MSG golf tournament
The 18th Mission Support Group will be 

hosting a golf tournament Sept. 8 at the 

Banyan Tree Golf Course at 7 a.m. Event will 

be a four-player team golf scramble / best 

ball tournament with a shotgun start; arrive 

early for registration, or pre-register online 

at http://msggolf.eventbrite.com. Payment 

includes green fees/cart rental — E1-E4: $35; 

E5 and above: $45; JASDF personnel: $60. A 

portion of the proceeds will be contributed to 

a September 11 fund. For more information, 

contact Master Sgt. Joseph Burby at 634-2244 

or Master Sgt. Christopher Jurca at 630-6912.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Cherubims Animal Garden (Ishikawa)
Saturday Aug. 20, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

there will be a volunteer opportunity for 20 

volunteers to help with painting, pulling grass 

and weeds at their new location. They will 

meet up at the Burger King parking lot at 

Kadena Air Base @0830 and carpool to the 

animal shelter. To sign up visit (http://www.

signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4eaaac29a6f85-

cherubims3).

 

Volunteers needed for Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
missions
Volunteers are needed for missions to Laos, 

Vietnam, Cambodia and Solomon Islands.  

Below are the guidelines necessary to 

participate in this exceptional opportunity. 

All volunteers must:

-Be approved by their commander via signed 

memorandum to proceed on a 45-60 day 

TDY.

-Have a current fi tness score of 80 or greater.

-Possess an offi cial passport that is valid 

through 2016 - Be paygradeE-5 through E-8 

(Any AFSC).

-Member must not be in his/her AEF bucket 

or band to include training.

**Senior Airmen can apply - Commander 

must include statement in memo that attests 

to the selected airman’s professionalism. 

These missions are funded by DPAA. For 

more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Kenneth 

De Gracia at  449-8874 or at kenneth.

de_gracia.1@us.af.mil or email pacaf.a1rp@

us.af.mil.

Volunteers Needed at Kadena Middle 
School
The KDMS Students Taking Academic 

Responsibility (STAR) Program is looking for 

30 volunteers to serve as mentors for the 

students. The duties will consist of assisting 

students with academic assignments who 

are enrolled in the STAR program. The 

volunteers will meet at Ryukyu/Kadena 

Middle School on Kadena Air Base Bldg. 

1984. The attire will be Civilian clothing or 

uniform and aletter and/or Certifi cate of 

appreciation will be given. All volunteers will 

receive a brief training prior to working with 

students. We would prefer for volunteers to 

be able to commit to volunteering either on 

Wednesday or Thursday on a weekly basis. 

For more information, contact Natarsha 

Baker at  Natarsha.baker@pac.dodea.edu or 

at 634-0217.

 

18th MSG awards ceremony
The 18th Mission Support Group is looking 

for singers to volunteer for the third quarter 

awards ceremony on Oct. 26. Volunteer 

should be familiar with and able to sing  

Kimegayo (Japanese National Anthem)  and/

or The Star-Spangled Banner (U.S. national 

anthem). For more information, contact Tech. 

Sgt. Shannon Dos at 634-7212 or email at 

shannon.dos@us.af.mil or Tech. Sgt. John 

Ogami at john.ogami@us.af.mil.
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By Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service Public Affairs
8/2/2016 — Th is summer, the Army & 
Air Force Exchange Service and Axe are 
helping military shoppers clean up for 
the school year with the Axe Back to 
School Sweepstakes.
 From Aug. 5 to Sept. 1, authorized 
shoppers can enter the sweepstakes for 
the chance to win one of 25 $500 Ex-
change gift  cards.
 “Th ese Exchange gift  cards will help 
our military shoppers get all the things 

they need to feel prepared for this up-
coming year,” said Kadena Main Ex-
change Store Manager, Ann Yi. “Th is is 
a worldwide contest, but with 25 prizes 
available, I encourage all Okinawa Ex-
change shoppers to enter.”
 Guests 18 years and older can login 
to shopmyexchange.com/sweepstakes 
to enter. 
 No purchase is necessary, and entrants 
do not need to be present to win. Th e Axe 
Back to School Sweepstakes prize draw-
ings will take place on or around Sept. 8.

By Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service Public Affairs
8/12/2016 —  As summer winds down 
and students head back to class, the 
Army & Air Force Exchange Service is 
helping savings sizzle with extra gas and 
food discounts for MILITARY STAR 
cardholders. 
 From Aug. 19 through Aug. 25, driv-
ers who fuel up with a MILITARY STAR 
card at Kadena AB gas stations will re-
ceive 15 cents off  per gallon—tripling the 
everyday 5-cents-per gallon discount. 
 In addition, service members and 
their families using their MILITARY 
STAR card at participating Kadena Main 
Exchange restaurants will receive 15 
percent off  their purchase—an increase 
from the typical 10 percent savings. 
 “Th ese extra discounts help the good 
feelings of summer last just a little bit lon-
ger,” said Kadena Main Exchange Store 
Manager Ann Yi. “Th e weeklong savings 
is perfect for families who are watching 

their wallet as kids go back to school.”
 When service members and their 
families use their MILITARY STAR 
card at the pump and Exchange restau-
rants, they’ll earn points as part of a re-
wards program that launched last year. 
Cardholders earn 2 points for every $1 
spent in Army, Air Force, Marine Corps 
and Navy exchange stores, and wherev-
er else the MILITARY STAR card is ac-
cepted. For every 2,000 points earned, 
shoppers will automatically receive a 
$20 rewards card.
 Every day, guests benefi t from pay-
ing with their MILITARY STAR card. 
Besides gas and restaurant discounts, 
cardholders enjoy free standard ship-
ping at shopmyexchange.com as well as 
a competitive interest rate and no annu-
al, late or over-limit fees. 
 For information about the features 
and benefi ts of the MILITARY STAR 
card, shoppers can visit www.MyECP.
com.

Exchange, Axe help military shoppers 
clean up nice with $12,500 in gift cards 

Kadena main Exchange increases fuel, food savings 
for MILITARY STAR cardholders Aug. 19-25
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By Flight Lt.
Eamon Hamilton
Australian Defence Force
8/9/2016 - RAAF BASE DARWIN, 
Australia — For the fi rst time, U.S. Air 
Force F-16C aircraft  have deployed to 
Exercise PITCH BLACK 16 (PB16) in 
partnership with the Royal Australian 
Air Force (RAAF) KC-30A Multi-Role 
Tanker Transport.
 On July 19, a RAAF KC-30A fl ew 
non-stop with six F-16Cs from Kadena 
Air Base, Japan to RAAF Base Darwin in 
just over six hours.
  RAAF Group Captain (GPCAPT) 
Adam Williams, Offi  cer Commanding 
of No. 86 Wing, said it was the fi rst time 
that a RAAF air-to-air refuelling tanker 
deployed in support of U.S. Air Force 
fi ghter aircraft  to Australia.
 “Th e KC-30A conducted 35 contacts 
with the six F-16Cs, transferring a total 
of 55.8 tonnes of fuel to the F-16Cs, or 

nearly 70,000 litres,” GPCAPT Williams 
said. “Th e air-to-air refuelling boom on 
the KC-30A performed well, with no 
signifi cant issues.”
 “Despite some periods of moderate 
turbulence en route, they completed 
the 5,400-kilometre journey safely,” 
Williams said.
 Return trips saw the KC-30A deploy 
a total of 12 F-16Cs with the 14th Fighter 
Squadron in the week prior to PB16.
 Commander of the 14th FS, Lt. Col. 
Mark Heusinkveld, said the support 
provided by the KC-30A was a testament 
to the interoperability between partner 
nations at PB16.
 “Th e refueling not only provides 
mutually benefi cial training between U.S. 
and Australian air forces, but also demon-
strates the close military ties between our 
nations,” Lt. Col. Mark Heusinkveld said.
 “It’s always advantageous when 
training opportunities like these present 

themselves,” Heusinkveld added.
 “Th is strengthening of our multi-
lateral relationship will only continue 
as we train and improve our alliance 
capabilities in the upcoming weeks.”
 Th e deployment builds on successful 
refuelling trials between the RAAF KC-
30A and U.S. Air Force F-16s assigned to 
Edwards Air Force Base, Calif., conduct-
ed in late 2015 and early 2016.
 To refuel the F-16Cs, the RAAF KC-
30A used its 18-metre-long Advanced 
Refuelling Boom System (ARBS), con-
trolled by an Air Refuelling Operator in 
the KC-30A’s cockpit through the use of 
fl y-by-wire controls and 3D Glasses.
 As each F-16C fl ew in close formation 
behind the KC-30A, the ARBS would 
‘plug’ into a fuel receptacle on the F-16C 
and commence refuelling.
 GPCAPT Williams said the KC-30A 
would refuel U.S. Air Force F-16Cs 
during PB16, as well as the E-7A 

Wedgetail and F/A-18s participating in 
the exercise.
 “Th is deployment is a signifi cant 
milestone for the RAAF’s KC-30A, as 
it demonstrates our ability to refuel 
international F-16s within the Asia Pa-
cifi c region as well as during operations 
further abroad,” said Williams. “Th is 
will further reinforce the close bonds 
between our Air Forces in the fi eld of 
air-to-air refuelling.”
 PB16 is scheduled from July 29-19 
Aug, 2016, and is the RAAF Chief of Air 
Force’s biennial capstone international 
engagement activity with forces drawn 
from a wide range of regional, coalition 
and allied nations.  PB16 allows partici-
pant nations to exercise deployed units 
in the tasking, planning and execution 
of Off ensive Counter Air (OCA) and 
Off ensive Air Support (OAS) while uti-
lizing one of the largest training airspace 
areas in the world.
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F-16 aircraft sit on the fl ightline at Royal 
Australian Air Force (RAAF) Base Darwin during 
Exercise Pitch Black 2016 (PB16), Aug. 4.


