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By Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel
18th Wing Public Affairs
9/16/2016 — Th e Civil Engineer Squadrons from Kade-
na, Yakota and Misawa Air Bases teamed up here with 
the Air Force Civil Engineer Center to conduct training 
for the new rapid airfi eld damage repair (RADR) tech-
nique Sept. 12-15.
 Operations in Iraq, Afghanistan and other locations 
have highlighted a need for better methods to quickly and 
eff ectively establish or improve airfi elds. Craters, spalls, 
and other conditions that limit airfi eld use can create 
costly delays not adequately resolved by old techniques.

 Th e Air Force Civil Engineer Center at Tyndall Air 
Force Base, Fla., selected Kadena as a test base for the 
RADR program because of its key location in the Pacifi c.
 “Th is is a signifi cant step forward that provides new 
capabilities in addition to traditional rapid runway 
repair,” said Master Sgt. Matthew Novack, 18th Civil 
Engineer Squadron section chief of requirements and 
optimization. “Th is is the fi rst time we have been able 
to conduct operations like this on an active runway in 
more than a decade.”
 During the RADR training, Airmen clear the debris 
from the surface of the fl ightline using heavy equipment. 

Next, they cut a square around the damaged areas 
or craters with specialized saws, then the remaining 
concrete is removed. Aft er the concrete is removed they 
fi ll the hole in with a low-strength concrete and fi nally 
cap it with a rapid-set hard concrete. 
 Th is process can be done quickly in combat situa-
tions so airfi eld operations can resume. It’s estimated 
that 3,000 aircraft  of any size or weight can pass over 
the restored area without causing degradation to the 
runway. Th is means Airmen won’t have to return later 
to conduct maintenance on the same areas. 

SEE REPAIR SKILLS PAGE 2

A joint team of U.S. Air Force Airmen from the Kadena, Yakota and 
Misawa civil engineer squadrons cut through the concrete on the 
simulated fl ightline during rapid airfi eld damage repair training Sept, 15, 
at Kadena Air Base. The Air Force Civil Engineer Center at Tyndall Air 
Force Base, Fla., selected Kadena as a test base for the RADR program 
because of its key location in the Pacifi c theater. 

An F-15 Eagle assigned to the 44th Fighter 
Squadron, Kadena Air Base, takes off during 
Exercise Valiant Shield at Andersen Air Force 
Base, Guam, Sept. 14. Valiant Shield is a 
biennial U.S. Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps 
exercise held in Guam, focusing on real-world 
profi ciency in sustaining joint forces at sea, in 
the air, on land and in cyberspace.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Richard P. Ebensberger)
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By Airman 1st Class 
Nick Emerick
18th Wing Public Affairs
9/20/2016 — Prisoners of war 
and people missing in action 
are harsh realities of the risks 
associated with being military 
personnel; enlisted, commis-
sioned or civilian. Once a year, 
the third Friday in September, 
those who still maintain POW/
MIA status are honored and 
remembered.
 Th is past week, Kadena Air 
Base held several events in rever-
ence of the remarkable sacrifi ces 
of all POW/MIA’s, including 
a 24-hour marathon in which 
more than 2,200 miles were run 
and 2,000 names were read.
 “It’s about honoring all the 
POW/MIA’s and their families 
when we hold any events during 
this time of year,” Chief Master 
Sgt. Kenneth E. Huhman, the 
320th Special Tactics Squadron 
career enlisted advisor said. “We 
as service members will never 
forget those members who are 
still lost, and it reminds us to 
always be vigilant.”
 Following the remembrance 
run, members of the 320th 
STS ran the POW/MIA fl ag to 
Chapel One on Kadena for the 
remembrance ceremony, which 
was followed by a motorcycle 
ride from the chapel to gate 
three.

 Th e POW/MIA fl ag was 
originally designed in 1972 by 
Newt Heisley for the National 
League of Families. In August 
1990, the fl ag became offi  cially 
recognized by the United States 
government.
 “Seeing all the services come 
together for this is very rewarding 
because it’s for the POW/MIA’s 
and their families that we do it. 
To honor the hardships they had 
to endure for our freedom and 
way of life,” said Huhman.

  Besides the meaning the 
fl ag carries itself, many people 
have personal beliefs of what 
the fl ag stands for.
 “Since a young age the 
POW/MIA fl ag has meant far 
more to me,” Lt. Col. Patrick 
Lowe, Combat Rescue Offi  cer 
and director of operations with 
the 31st Rescue Squadron said. 
“It’s not only for the POW/
MIA’s to me, it’s for anyone 
who served in the Vietnam 
War, asking for forgiveness for 

not accepting them the way 
they should have been when 
they returned.”
 Th e US military conducts 
missions in several diff erent 
countries throughout the world 
in search of those who are still 
missing,; the search continues 
to bring fallen comrades home 
and provide their families the 
closure they deserve.
 “Th e committed individuals 
and the teams we have to pre-
vent POW/MIA situations from 

happening — it’s amazing what 
our country will do to prevent 
people getting captured,” said 
Col. Christopher Amrhein, 
18th Wing vice commander. 
“Almost 80,000 people are still 
out there, and while there is 
a national recognition day, 
recognition day for the families 
without their loved ones is 
every day. Th at’s something to 
think about for the day, for the 
rest of the year, and maybe for 
the rest of your service.”
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 Th e previous method for repairing the fl ightline, 
known as rapid runway repair, was introduced in the 
late 1950s and became more refi ned in the 1960s. Th is 
operation allowed engineers to repair three large craters 
formed from 750-pound bombs within four hours aft er 
damage was made. 
 “(Rapid runway repair) was a way that was in-grained 
in the Air Force for around 50 years,” Capt. Benjamin 
Carlson, Air Force Civil Engineer Center ADR offi  cer 
in charge said in a previous article. “Th is is a new way 
of doing things that is more benefi cial and cuts down on 
repair times.”
 Th e new process allows for six times the repairs with 
less than double the output.
 Colonel Anthony Davit, AFCEC director of readi-
ness, explained RADR allows teams to repair around 18 
craters in roughly six and a half hours. We look forward 
to having these units take it back to their home stations, 
increasing the readiness of the Indo-Asia Pacifi c region.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)

Members of the 18th Civil Engineer Squadron simulate the Kadena Air 
Base, runway being hit with munitions during exercise Resilient Shogun 
Sept. 6. The 18th Civil Engineer Squadron was one of the units in the 
Air Force to receive training on a new airfi eld damage repair capability.

Team Kadena honors, remembers POW/MIA’s

^320th Special Tactics Squadron mem-
bers wait for the presentation of colors at the 
POW/MIA remembrance ceremony at Chapel 
One, Sept. 16, Kadena Air Base.

REPAIR SKILLS  FROM PAGE 1

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Nick Emerick)

   U.S. military members and military working 
dogs ran the fi rst block of the 24-hour POW/
MIA remembrance run, Sept. 15, at Marek 
Park on Kadena Air Base.

^
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By Airman 1st Class 
Nick Emerick
18th Wing Public Affairs
9/16/2016 — Th ere are a lot of 
dangers when it comes to ex-
treme sports, even more so when 
it comes to ocean sports.
 Pat Allbritton and Paul Love, 
contractors from the 18th Civil 
Engineer Group on Kadena Air 
Base witnessed how quickly 
things can go wrong, Aug. 29, 
2016, when they saved a local 
from drowning.
 “We were walking along the 
seawall, and saw a surfer who 
appeared to be in trouble from the 
waves,” said Love. “A wave came 
in and knocked her off  her surf 
board, then another slammed her 
against the sea wall.”
 Allbritton and Love, prior Air 
Force enlisted, rushed down to 
the lower level of the sea wall to 
help.
 “Th e swells were about six-feet 
high, coming in about every six 
seconds,” said Allbritton “We 
could see she was under the water 
and in distress.”
 Allbritton laid down on the 
lower level of the seawall and 
stuck his arm out, trying to grab 
ahold of the woman while Love 
held onto his belt so Allbritton 
could reach further without fall-
ing in himself. Th ey were able to 
grab her and pull her out, she had 
a two inch gash on her forehead, 
her right eyelid was blue and her 

eye was bloody.
 We then administered fi rst 
aid, Allbritton explained.
 Aft er carrying the woman to 
the upper level of the sea wall, 
Allbritton ran to the nearest dive 
shop to call for emergency medi-
cal responders.
 “We’re taught to take care 
of each other, and when I saw 
her, I thought about my own 
daughter and granddaughter, the 
only thing that went through my 
mind was that we needed to get 
her out of the ocean as quickly as 
possible.” Allbritton said.
 Th e two were coined by Col. 
Christopher Amrhein, 18th Wing 
vice-commander on Sept. 13, 
2016, at the Schilling Community 

Center on Kadena Air Base for 
their accomplishment and selfl ess 
actions.
  “It was just the natural thing 
to do,” said Love. “It didn’t really 
hit until people started saying we 
saved her life because we were 
just trying to help somebody out 
of a bad spot.”
 According to the two, the ex-
perience has been very humbling 
– they don’t consider themselves 
heroes, just two people who did 
the right thing.
 “Saving a life is an awesome 
feeling. People were congratulat-
ing us, but to me it just felt like 
saving another person was the 
only thing we could do,” Allbrit-
ton said.

By Tech. Sgt. Melissa 
Mekpongsatorn
United States Forces, Japan
9/14/2016 — Th e survey 
began Sept. 1 and is avail-
able through Oct. 31; it only 
takes about 40 minutes to 
complete. You can take the 
survey on Defense Travel 
Management Offi  ce website. 
Once the page is open, click 
on “take the survey” at the 
top right corner.
 “Th e OHA Survey gives 
residents an opportunity 
to have a say in one of 
their important overseas 
entitlements,” said Lt. Col. 
James Cunningham, 374th 
Comptroller Squadron 
commander. “Th e survey 
gives members who are 
living on the local economy 
an opportunity to tell the 
Department of Defense how 
much their actual utility ex-
penses and move-in expens-
es are, which in turn helps 
the Department of Defense 
provide a more accurate 
payment to members in our 
area.”
 Participation in the sur-
vey is optional, but highly 
encouraged. Th e survey 

collects data that is used to 
determine utility and move-
in housing allowances, 
which are a part of the OHA.
 To prepare for the portion 
of the survey that covers 
utility expenses, gather your 
bills or records of utility 
and recurring maintenance 
expenses for the last 12 
months.  For the portion of 
the survey that covers move-
in expenses, gather bills and 
any records of expenses 
associated with making your 
residence livable.
 “Like all surveys, the 
more participation the bet-
ter, and max participation 
provides the best picture,” 
Cunningham said. “Th e 
survey is very detailed and 
covers a plethora of utility 
expenses, so it takes a few 
minutes to get it right.
  “It’s your entitlement ... 
take advantage of this op-
portunity to make sure it’s 
accurate for you and your 
family while you’re serving 
in this beautiful country,” 
Cunningham added.
More information about the 
survey can be found on U.S. 
Forces, Japan website.

Heroes by the sea: Kadena 
contractors save local

Overseas Housing 
Allowance survey
It’s your entitlement

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Nick Emerick)

^Pat Allbritton and Paul Love, 18th Civil Engineer Group contractors pose for a photo, Aug. 29, 
on the Sunabe seawall near Kadena Air Base. The two rescued a local woman after she had fallen 
from her surf board and was unable to get out of the water.
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By Sgt. Jessica Quezada
III Marine Expeditionary Force /
Marine Corps Installations Pacifi c
9/14/2016 - PACIFIC OCEAN 
— Live fi re from ships and air-
craft  participating in the Valiant 
Shield 2016 exercise sank the de-
commissioned USS Rentz (FFG 
46) about 3 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 
13, in waters 30,000 feet deep, 220 
nautical miles northeast of Guam.
 Units from the U.S. Navy, Air 
Force and Marine Corps par-
ticipated in the sinking exercise 
(SINKEX), which provided them 
the opportunity to gain profi cien-
cy in tactics, targeting and live fi r-
ing against a surface target at sea. 
 “Th is exercise provided 
an important opportunity for 
realistic at-sea training with live 
ordnance, in a blue water envi-
ronment,” said U.S. Navy Rear 
Adm. Brian S. Hurley, the U.S. 
Pacifi c Fleet Valiant Shield exer-
cise lead. “Th is event refi ned our 
ability to work together seamless-
ly as a joint force to achieve a very 
specifi c training objective.”
 Former Navy vessels used 
in all SINKEXs are prepared in 
strict compliance with regula-

tions prescribed and enforced by 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) under a general 
permit the Navy holds pursuant 
to the Marine Protection, Re-
search and Sanctuaries Act. 
 Each SINKEX is required to 
sink the hulk in at least 1,000 
fathoms (6,000 feet) and at least 
50 nautical miles from land.
 Surveys are conducted to 
ensure that humans and marine 
mammals are not in an area 
where they could be harmed 
during the event. 
 Prior to the vessel being 
transported for participation 
in a SINKEX, each vessel is put 
through a rigorous cleaning 
process, including the removal 
of all polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs), transformers and large 
capacitors; all small capacitors 
to the greatest extent practical; 
trash; fl oatable materials; 
mercury or fl uorocarbon-con-
taining materials and readily 
detachable solid PCB items. 
Petroleum is also cleaned from 
tanks, piping and reservoirs.
 A Navy civilian quality 
assurance supervisor and en-

vironmental, safety and health 
manager inspect the environ-
mental remediation conducted 
in preparation of a vessel’s use in 
a SINKEX. Upon completion of 
the environmental remediation, 
the manager and supervisor 
provide signed certifi cation of 
the work in accordance with 
EPA requirements. 
 Rentz, the 40th ship of the 
Oliver Hazard Perry-class guid-
ed-missile frigates, was named 
aft er Chaplain George Snavely 
Rentz, who gave his life during 
the Battle of Java Sea when the 
USS Houston (CA 30) was struck 
by a barrage of enemy torpedo 
fi re and sunk. Th e ship was home 
ported at San Diego for nearly 30 
years and conducted countless 
operations along the west coast 
of the United States with regular, 
extended deployments to the 
U.S. Seventh Fleet, U.S. Fift h 
Fleet and U.S. Fourth Fleet areas 
of operation. In her nearly 30 
years of service, Rentz performed 
superbly and is credited with 
assisting in the interdiction of 
14,000 pounds of cocaine in 
2003 during counter-narcotics 

operations, saving 90 Ecuadorian 
citizens from a distressed vessel 
in the eastern Pacifi c in 2005. 
Rentz also supported multiple 
operations, including Operation 
Earnest Will, Operation Endur-
ing Freedom – Philippines, Oper-
ation Ultimatum and the Global 
War on Terrorism. Rentz was 
decommissioned May 9, 2014.
 Sponsored by U.S. Pacifi c 
Command, Valiant Shield is a 
U.S.-only, biennial fi eld training 

exercise (FTX) with a focus 
on integrated joint training 
among U.S. forces that increases 
participants’ ability to plan, 
communicate and conduct 
complex maritime operations. 
Th is training enables real-world 
profi ciency in sustaining joint 
forces through detecting, locat-
ing, tracking and engaging units 
at sea, in the air, on land and 
in cyberspace in response to a 
range of mission areas.

U.S. Forces conclude SINKEX exercise

^A U.S. Navy pilot assigned to Patrol Squadron Eight (VP-8) provides range clearance for a 
sinking exercise (SINKEX) during Valiant Shield 16, off the coast of Guam, Sept. 13. 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Jessica Quezada)

John L. Levitow Honor Graduate Award: 
Tech. Sgt. Evan Bittick,
320th Special Tactics Squadron, Kadena Air Base, Japan

Commandant Award: 
Tech. Sgt. Rebecca Mcdaniel,
390th Intelligence Squadron, Kadena AB

Academic Achievement Award: 
Tech. Sgt. Alexander Kresge,
35th Civil Engineer Squadron, Misawa AB, Japan

Distinguished Graduates: 
Gunnery. Sgt. Larry Duffi eld,
12th Marines HQ Battery, Camp Hansen, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Alexander Kresge,
35th Civil Engineer Squadron, Misawa AB 
Tech. Sgt. Johnny Newsom,
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron, Kadena AB

Graduates: 
Tech. Sgt. Nickolas Alarcon,
36th Airlift Squadron, Andersen Air Force Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. Stephen Bigler,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Evan Bittick,
320th Special Tactics Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Amanda Boyd,
35th Force Support Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Matthew Brolley,
353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Joseph Brown,
36th Civil Engineer Squadron, Andersen AFB

Tech. Sgt. Alexander Buck,
374th Maintenance Squadron, Yokota AB, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Rory Conway, 35th Maintenance Group, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Andrew Crowder,
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Michael Downing, 14th Fighter Squadron, Misawa AB
Gunnery Sgt. Larry Duffi eld,
12th Marines HQ Battery, Camp Hansen
Tech. Sgt. Joshua Fattorusso,
1st Special Operations Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Robert Gilbert,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Christopher Henry,
18th Maintenance Group, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Michael Hilton,
374th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Carmen Hysaw,
18th Aerospace Medicine Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Mario Knight,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Alexander Kresge,
35th Civil Engineer Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Robert Land,
35th Communications Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Jeong Lee,
374th Communications Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Thomas Lewellen,
18th Component Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Petty Offi cer 1st Class Juan Mares,
Command Fleet Activities Okinawa, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Rebecca Mcdaniel,
390th Intelligence Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Sean Mcgrath,
35th Operations Support Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Brandon Mckenney,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB

Petty Offi cer 1st Class Jaime Mobley,
Naval Comp & Telecomm Station Far East Okinawa, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Lakisha Mosley, Detachment 1, 566th Intelligence 
Squadron Buckley AFB, Australia 
Tech. Sgt. Manuel Navalta,
48th Aerial Port Squadron Hickam AFB, Hawaii
Tech. Sgt. Stephen Naylor,
374th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Johnny Newsom,
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Eric Plata,
353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Sarah Quattrocchi,
35th Security Forces Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Joseph Quitano,
18th Communications Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Jason Reyes,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Bryen Sandoval,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Carlos Sarmiento,
320th Special Tactics Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Brandon Shuttlesworth,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Brian Trahan,
374th Communications Squadron, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Andy Vo,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Benjamin Widenoja,
36th Munitions Squadron, Andersen AB
Petty Offi cer 1st Class Sharon Williams,
US Naval Hospital Okinawa, Camp Foster, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Vue Yang,
35th Maintenance Squadron, Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Jason Zimmerly,
18th Component Maintenance Squadron, Kadena AB

NCOA Class 16-5
By 18th Wing Public Affairs
9/20/2016 — Congratulations to the following 
graduates of NCO Academy Class 16-5:
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NMCB 4 Seabees 
acquire skills through 
new training program

By Construction Electrician 
3rd Class Christopher Evenson
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 4 Det. Yokosuka
9/9/2016 - YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Two Seabees assigned to Na-
val Mobile Construction Battalion 
(NMCB) 4 are participating in the Qual-
ity Assurance Control and Skills Transfer 
(QACST) program, a new training ini-
tiative provided through Naval Facilities 
Far East Public Works Department in 
Yokosuka, Japan.
 Builder 1st Class Christopher Jones 
and Equipment Operator 1st Class Sam-
uel Jones are working alongside civilians 
and Navy engineers to learn valuable 
skills and new methods of administra-
tion for quality control, safety, and con-
struction management at Commander, 
Fleet Activities Yokosuka (CFAY) instal-
lations. 
 Th e two Seabees started extensive 
training to become familiarized with the 
EM-385, the standardized contractor 
safety requirement publication, and were 
immersed in classes ranging from federal 
acquisitions to crane safety. 
 “Th e diversity and amount of training 
we have received here has been amazing,” 
said Christopher Jones. “I am looking 
forward to passing on the information 
that I have received to others when I get 
back to homeport.”
 With their classes complete, they were 
assigned to active projects on Naval Base 

Yokosuka for hands-on training. Chris-
topher Jones and Samuel Jones worked 
with engineers assigned to the Public 
Works Department Facilities Engineer-
ing and Acquisition Division (FEAD) to 
study their approach to quality assurance 
and safety on project sites.
 “Being exposed to how FEAD oper-
ates with their larger scale projects has 
been crucial,” said Samuel Jones. “Having 
the opportunity to work alongside and 
interact with the team from FEAD has 
opened my eyes to what the Naval Con-
struction Force (NCF) could achieve in 
the future.” 
 Public Works Department Yokosuka 
FEAD Director, Lt. Cmdr. Paul Weyant 
stated that being exposed to the manage-
ment of large scale, multi-million dollar 
projects involving foreign contractors, 
strict timelines and varied business prac-
tices has given the Seabees the type of 
knowledge, experience, fl exibility and 
creativity that the NCF seeks to instill in 
its emerging leaders.
 “Having NMCB 4 here working with 
FEAD is a great way for the NCF to ex-
pand their skill sets,” said Weyant. “It is a 
great way to have them working to their 
fullest potential and to broaden the hori-
zon of the Seabees.” 
 Future construction battalions will 
continue to utilize the QACST program, 
strengthening the NCF in its role as a vi-
tal asset in the Pacifi c region.

^Builder 1st Class Jeffrey Agee, assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 4, levels wet concrete with 
a fl oat during concrete placement on Naval Base Yokosuka, Sept. 9. 

Okinawa Wide CPO 
Pinning Ceremony

Newly pinned Chiefs stand before the audience upon completion of the Chief Pinning Ceremony at Kadena 
Theater, Sept. 16. Chiefs are the Navy's technical experts and leaders, and attaining the rank of a Chief Petty 
Offi cer is a major milestone for Navy Sailors. Thirty-fi ve Sailors from Navy and Marine commands across 
Okinawa were pinned at the ceremony, Sept. 16.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Steven Khor)

LSV-2 supporting 
10th SG ammunitions 
retrograde operations

For the fi rst time here in Okinawa, a U.S. Army Logistic Support Vessel (LSV) from 8th Theater Sustainment 
Command, supported 10th Support Group along with Landing Craft Utility (LCU) 2014 to ship retrograde 
ammunition containers to mainland Japan, Sept. 12 at White Beach. The LSV currently supports multiple 
U.S. Army Pacifi c missions during Pacifi c Pathways 16.3 and providing an opportunity to showcase its load-
bearing capabilities to the 10th Support Group.

(U.S. Navy photo by Construction Electrician 3rd Class Christopher Evenson)

(U.S. Army photo by Sgt. 1st Class Manuel Torres-Cortes)
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Heritage- it is a resource we can use to discover 
and learn about what happened in the past.

The Katsuren Castle Ruins stand on a hill of 
Ryukyuan limestone, and is one of the sites 
where you can see the history of the Ryukyu 
Kingdom.

The site is well known for having the seat of ruler 
Amawari from the 15th century, who had fos-

tered a prosperous international trade including 
Chinese tiles and pottery.

Amawari later attempted to attack Shuri Castle, 
which led to his defeat and ended with his death.

The Katsuren Castle Ruins were designated as 
one of the UNESCO World Heritage Sites in 2000 
along with eight other Gusuku (castle) sites as 
“Ryukyu Kingdom Castle and Related Properties.”

World Heritage Site: The Katsuren Castle Ruins
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By Airman 1st Class
Corey M. Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
9/14/2016 — It’s that time again 
here in Okinawa. Typhoon 
season is in full swing, with a 
constant fl ow of people coming 
and going, it’s likely many on the 
island have yet to experience one. 
 Luckily, Kadena’s weather 
fl ight works around the clock to 
provide the island with the most 
accurate weather forecasts. 
 “Th e weather fl ight provides 
mission weather forecast for the 
fl ying area on the island of Oki-
nawa,” said Corey Lane, 18th 
Operations Support Squadron 
meteorology technician. “We 
also watch the weather patterns 
that aff ect the island, such as 
typhoons.”
 A typhoon is a tropical cyclone 
that develops in the western part 
of the North Pacifi c Ocean. Th is 
region of the world accounts for 
almost one-third of the Earth’s 
annual tropical cyclones and an 
average of three typhoons make 
landfall in Japan every year. 
 While tracking typhoons may 
not be that diffi  cult, predicting 
where it will go is the hard part. 
 “For the most part we use 
model data, a lot of our typhoon 
predictions come from the Joint 
Typhoon Warning Center in 

Hawaii,” said Lane. “Tracking 
them is not diffi  cult, but with 
formation and movement there’s 
so much variability in diff erent 
model algorithms.”
 Weather agencies use com-
puter algorithms to best predict 
a typhoon’s path, but not all are 
the same when one fi rst forms. 
 “In the long range they’re 
fairly diffi  cult to predict if mod-
els aren’t in agreement, but once 
the diff erent models get closer 
in agreement we get a pretty 
good eye on predicting them,” 
said Lane.
 Along with predicting incom-
ing typhoons is the announce-
ment of the levels of Tropical 
Cyclone Condition of Readiness. 
 “We have TCCOR levels one 
through fi ve along with other 
categories in TCCOR 1 such as 
1C (caution), 1E (emergency) 
and 1R (recovery),” said Staff  
Sgt. Sean Hilliard, 18th OSS 
weather forecaster. 
 Th ese TCCOR levels provide a 
guide of how far out the storm is 
from Okinawa or how strong the 
storm is while hitting the island. 
 “TCCOR 5 means destructive 
winds are possible within 96 hours 
and while not in typhoon season,” 
said Hilliard. “We are TCCOR 4 
from June 1 through Nov. 30 be-
cause that is our typhoon season, 

which means destructive winds 
are possible within 72 hours.”
 TCCOR 3 means destructive 
winds are possible within 48 
hours. People should begin 
initial preparations like general 
cleanup around houses and fa-
cilities and stocking up on food 
and emergency supplies.
 TCCOR 2 indicates destruc-
tive winds are anticipated within 
24 hours and small items outside 
buildings should be secured. 
 TCCOR 1 means destructive 
winds are anticipated within 
12 hours. DoDDS schools are 
closed and people should return 
home to make fi nal preparations. 
 “In TCCOR 1C, the island is 
currently experiencing winds of 
35-49 knots,” said Hilliard. “All 
non-essential personnel will be 
released to their quarters and 
remain indoors.”
 When winds pick up to more 
than 50 knots, TCCOR 1E is an-
nounced. Personnel are to stay 
indoors and away from win-
dows, while outdoor movement 
is restricted to lifesaving actions 
only by authorized personnel. 
 “If a typhoon hits, we will 
be sitting here in our weather 
station monitoring the weather 
conditions throughout the island 
and providing forecast for every-
body in Okinawa,” said Lane.

 Th e Kadena Facebook page 
and the Shogun Weather web-
site will keep the base informed 
of all updates. 
 Aft er the storm has passed, 
TCCOR 1R is established. Work 
crews are sent out to assess the 
damage and establish safe zones 
around potential hazards such 
as downed power lines or unsta-
ble structures. Until the possible 
dangers are mitigated and the 
all clear is given, the general 
base population is asked to still 
remain indoors. 
 In TCCOR Storm Watch, 

winds of 50 knots are not fore-
casted but there is still a possi-
bility of high winds due to the 
proximity of the storm. Finally 
once everything has subsided, 
the all clear is called, and the 
TCCOR returns to normal. 
 Typhoons can be a dangerous 
and destructive force that should 
not be taken lightly. Make sure 
to take the proper precautions 
and stay tuned to AFN Okinawa, 
www.facebook.com/KadenaA-
irBase or shogunweather.com 
for any updates on upcoming or 
occurring typhoons. 

Typhoon Alley
What to expect when expecting a typhoon

(Courtesy photo)

^Typhoon Tokage, or “lizard” in Japanese, was the record eighth typhoon to strike Japan in 
2004 when it hit the island nation October 20. At the time this image was taken, Tokage was 
approximately 20 miles south-southeast of Okinawa and generated winds around 107 mph. 
Okinawa residents can get typhoon track information on the Joint Typhoon Warning Center’s 
website at http://www.usno.navy.mil/JTWC.
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Kadena and Camp Foster emergency 
numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 

everyone to program their cell phones 

with the emergency numbers. To report an 

emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-

5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For 

Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 

from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

 

USAFA LEAD Falcon Visitation 
Experience Call for Nominations
The United States Air Force Academy is 

hosting a Falcon Visitation Experience from 

Nov. 16-20, designed to give Airmen an 

opportunity to experience what USAFA would 

be like for them if they apply through LEAD 

(all expenses paid). Direct all questions to 

Capt. Zachary Penry, LEAD Program Offi cer 

from the USAFA. Deadline to register is 

Sept. 6. Link for Airmen: http://www.cvent.

com/d/1vqjdl For more information, contact  

USAFA_DVP@usafa.edu719-333-2233  or the 

Education Offi ce at 634-1500 (option one).

Finance Monthly Closure
The 18th Comptroller Squadron fi nance 

customer service will be closed the third 

Thursday of every month for training. Next 

dates will be Oct. 20 and Nov. 17. For more 

information, contact the Budget Offi ce at 

632-6453/634-2601 or Customer Service at 

634-1300.

Post Office Closures
Oct. 7 - MSG Function. / Oct. 10 - Columbus 

Day. / Oct. 11 - PACAF Family Day. / Nov. 11 - 

Veterans Day. / Nov. 18 - Squadron Function./ 

Nov. 24 – Thanksgiving. / Nov. 25 - PACAF 

Family Day. For more information, call 634-

4458.

DSST Retakes
Sept. 1 – Oct. 31, military service member 

students who do not pass their fi rst exam 

will be eligible for one free retake. Students 

can take advantage of this promotion by 

providing a voucher code at the time of retest. 

The voucher code will be sent to students 

via email 1-2 days after taking the exam. 

For more information, contact the Education 

Offi ce at 634-1500.

  

2016 Presidential Primaries
2016 Presidential Elections are underway. 

Register to vote now. For a full list go to: 

http://www.fvap.gov/vao/vag/appendix/

state-elections. For more information, visit 

the Kadena Voting Sharepoint site at:  https://

kadena.eis.pacaf.af.mil/18WG/programs/

VAO/SitePages/Home.aspx, or talk to your 

squadrons UVAO, or email vote.kadena@

us.af.mil.

 

September is National Preparedness 
Month
The 18th Civil Engineer Squadron Readiness 

& Emergency Management Flight will be 

hosting events throughout Sept. at various 

locations at Kadena. The events will consist 

of several emergency preparedness booths, 

an emergency preparedness blood drive, and 

a preparedness class along with Kadena’s 

Weather Flight 18 OSS/OSW, A&FRC, and 

American Red Cross, which will all lead up 

to September 30, National  Prepare-A-thon 

Day, at the Kadena Base Exchange. To sign 

up for the preparedness class or for more 

information about the events, please contact 

Senior Airman Perry Cunanan at perry.

cunanan@us.af.mil or call 632-8430

Officer Christian Fellowship (OCF)
Come out and meet fellow offi cer Christian 

families and have an evening of food, 

fellowship and bible study. Children are 

welcome. Occurs every Sunday from 4:30-7 

p.m. For more information, contact Lt. Col. 

Joseph Silvers at 634-0476/080-8952-2192.

 

Post Office Holiday Mailing Deadlines
From the U.S. to Kadena, mailing 
timeframes are as follows:
Express Mail: Guaranteed service three-fi ve 

days. / Priority Mail: Seven-21 days service. 

/ Parcel Post or Space Available Mail: At a 

minimum, six weeks to arrive in Okinawa, 

Japan. / Cutoff dates for delivery by Dec. 24.

-Space Available Mail (SAM): Nov. 7. 

-Priority/First Class Mail: Nov. 28.

-Express Mail: Dec. 10.

From Kadena to the U.S. mailing 
timeframes are as follows:
Express Mail: Guaranteed service three-fi ve 

days. / Priority Mail: Seven-21 days service. 

/ Parcel Post or Space Available Mail: 15-30 

day service. / Cutoff dates for delivery by 

Dec. 24.

-Space Available Mail (SAM): Nov. 19.

-Priority/First Class Mail: Nov. 30.

-Express Mail: Dec. 14.

For more information, call 634-4458.

 

Housing office closures
The Kadena DoD Family Housing Offi ce, 

Camp Kinser Offi ce, Furnishing Management 

Offi ce and FMO Self-Help will be closed, Mon 

Oct. 10-11 for Columbus Day. For emergency 

assistance, contact 634-HOME (4663).

 

Gas Mask fit test location change
Beginning Oct. 1, gas mask fi t testing will be 

moved to the Bioenvironmental Engineering 

offi ce at bldg. 428 with walk in hours from 

1-4 p.m. every Tuesday. Personnel will be 

required to complete their gas mask fi t test 

prior to picking up their gas mask from LRS. 

LRS personnel will not issue a gas mask 

without a signed fi t test form from BE. For 

more information, contact Staff Sgt. Derek 

Johnson at 634-4752.   

Fiscal Year 2016 year-end Fuel Inventory 
Reconciliation
The 18th Fuels Management Flight will 

close the Main GOV Service Station and 

MUNS GOV Service Station from 10 p.m. 

Sept. 30, until approximately 2 a.m. Oct.  1, 

in order to complete end-of-year close-out 

according to Defense Logistics Agency-

Energy regulations. Once fuel transactions 

are processed and rejects have been cleared, 

both service stations will re-open for normal 

operations. All GOV operators are highly 

encouraged to fi ll their GOVs prior to this time 

in order to prevent any mission degradation. 

For more information, contact the Fuels 

Service Center at 634-3773 or 634-2338. 

3rd Okinawa International Music 
Festival concert singers needed
Sing a Beethoven’s Symphony 9th with 

soprano vocal Eva Mei and 300 vocalists, 

Feb. 12, 2017, 2 p.m. at Convention Center 

in Ginowan City. We are looking for singers. 

Song will be in German. Cost is 10,000 yen 

to join the choir. There are 10-12 practices 

before the main event. Practice place will 

be in Urasoe City, Ginowan City, Okinawa 

City - must attend the practices. For more 

information, please contact Mr. Shinohara, 

098-951-3600 (Japanese translator needed).

USO job opening
The USO Okinawa is looking for a new center 

manager. The center manager is responsible 

for day-to-day operations and activities at one 

or more USO centers. For more information 

and to apply, visit http://uso.balancetrak.

com/lists/87/jobdescription.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Armed Forces Communications & 
Electronics Association (AFCEA) 
Monthly Meeting
AFCEA would like to welcome you to the 

monthly meeting the fi rst Thursday of each 

month at the Kadena Offi cer’s Club from 

11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. NTT DoCoMo will 

educate us on the Japanese mobile network, 

which counts towards your CEUs for any 

network certifi cation. For more information, 

contact Tech. Sgt. Brenda Squires or any 

board member at chapteroffi cers@okinawa.

afceachapters.org

 

17th Annual Kadena Special Olympics 
Bowling Event
The Kadena Special Olympics will be hosting 

a bowling event Saturday, Oct. 1 from 9 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. at Enagic Bowl Mihama. Athletes 

eligible to enter must be mentally and 

physically challenged home-schooled over 

the age of seven who have Status of Forces 

Agreement status. Each athlete will bowl 

two games. Registration due date is Friday, 

Sept. 9. For registration form and questions/

concerns on the bowling event, contact 

Special Olympics Bowling Coordinators, 

Tech. Sgt. Delisha Donnelly at delisha.

donnelly@us.af.mil or 634-5823 or Staff Sgt. 

Robert Robbins at robert.robbins.5@us.af.mil 

or  634-5817.
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Kadena AB Chapel Oss Singles’ Retreat
September 28-30, the Kadena Chapel will 

host a Singles’ Retreat for 24 Operations 

Support Squadron military members E4 & 

below. The Chapel will provide participants 

two nights lodging at Okuma Recreational 

Facility. This will include continental 

breakfasts, lunch/dinner meals, and Level-2 

Activity Passes. The curriculum consists of 

four 1-hour sessions/activities. For more 

information and RSVP - contact the Chapel 

@ 634-1288 or e-mail Capt Robert Mohr or 

Twch. Sgt. Jennifer DePrinzio.

 

Kadena Shake N' Bake Base Basketball 
Team Tryouts
Kadena Shake N’ Bake Basketball team is 

holding tryouts at the Risner Fitness Center 

on October 4 and 6 from 6 - 7:30  p.m.. For 

more information please contact: Staff Sgt. 

Alton Mercy at 630-4709 or alton.mercy@

us.af.mil. Staff Sgt. Artis Gandy at 634-3244 

or artis.gandy@us.af.mil.

 

Down day for Mission Support Group
Mission Support Group sports day will be 

Oct. 14, with an alternate date of Oct. 21. 

Members will be authorized to attend and 

participate in MSG sports day as an alternate 

duty location, for non-attendees, normal 

operations will be sustained. Personnel are 

authorized to wear PT shorts along with 

respective squadron morale shirts. For 

personnel participating in softball, softball 

clothing will be authorized as wearing PT 

gear presents a safety hazard. For more 

information, contact Tech. Sgt. Stephen L. 

Green at 634-5405

Kadena’s 2nd Annual Veteran’s Day 
Parade
Kadena’s 2nd Annual Veteran’s Day Parade 

will be held on Nov. 11, we will have 

representation from our Armed Forces 

around the island; including specialized 

units, groups, and students from our 

surrounding DoDDs schools. If you would like 

to participate in the parade, please contact 

Master Sgt. McFall, monique.mcfall@us.af.

mil. If you would like to volunteer for security 

and/or crowd control, please contact Master 

Sgt. Stemick, chad.stemick@us.af.mil

Introduction to Buddhism seminar
There will be an introduction to Buddhism 

seminar on Monday Sept. 26, from 7-8 p.m. 

at Kadena Chapel 3. This is an open event to 

provide introductory level information about 

the Buddhist group. For more information, 

contact Richard Tollini at 634-3929, 090-

1942-1066 or richard.tollini.ctr@us.af.mil or 

Tom Harter at 634-1776 or Harold.harter@

us.af.mil

Second to None Booster Club Golf 
Tournament
The 18th Maintenance Operations will be 

hosting a golf tournament for the Second to 

None Booster Club Sept. 30 at the Banyan 

Tree Golf Course. Check-in is at 6:30 a.m. 

and shotgun at 7:30 a.m. Event will be a 

four-player team golf scramble / best ball 

tournament. Payment includes green fees/

cart rental: E1-E4: $40. / E5-E9: $50. / 

Offi cers and Civilians: $60. Prizes for fi rst, 

second and third place, closest to the pin 

and longest drive. For more information or 

registration, contact Tech. Sgt. Joseph Clark 

at 634-3379 or Staff Sgt. David Brittain at 

634-2439.

 

Omega Psi Phi anti-bullying event
The Sigma Gamma Gamma Chapter of 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. is hosting their 

annual Que-Nic and bringing awareness to 

Anti-Bullying Sept. 24, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

at Ryukyu Middle School football fi eld. This 

is a free event for the community, food and 

drinks will be provided. For more information 

contact Senior Master Sgt. Damien Seals at 

634-8634.

Arts and Crafts grab bag sale
Kadena Arts and Crafts is holding a grab bag 

sale Mon - Thur from 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. and Fri 

- Sun from 10 a.m. – 6 pm. Each bag is $5 and 

is fi lled with Christmas, Easter, Halloween, 

lights, candles, fl owers and scrapbooking 

items. Arts and Crafts is located in bldg. 435. 

For more information, contact Charissa Walls 

at 634-7347

 

Oriental rug auction
The Kadena Offi cer Souse’s Club is holding 

a handmade Oriental rug auction on Fri, Oct. 

7, at the Kadena Offi cer’s Club Ballroom.  

Viewing starts at 6 p.m. and the auction 

starts at 7 p.m. The will be free food and 

beverages, plus door prizes. Full size 

carpets, rugs and runners in both wool and 

silk from Pakistan, India, China, Kashmir, 

Afghanistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan 

will be available. For more information, visit 

the Kadena Offi cers Spouse’s Club Facebook 

page.   

Kadena National Night Out
National Night Out will be held Oct. 21, from 

5-8 p.m. at the Risner Fitness Center back 

parking lot. National Night Out is a public 

safety campaign sponsored by the National 

Association of Town Watch, which involves 

law enforcement agencies, civic groups, 

businesses and local offi cials to promote 

crime prevention and fi re safety. National 

Night Out is celebrated amongst Law 

Enforcement communities across America 

and brings people together to celebrate 

comradery while interacting with their local 

fi rst responders. For more information, 

contact Tech. Sgt. Edward Grant at edward.

grant.4@us.af.mil or 634-3532 or Staff. Sgt. 

Jonathan Marshik at jonathan.marshik@

us.af.mil or 634-1397.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteers needed for Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
missions
Volunteers are needed for missions to Laos, 

Vietnam, Cambodia and Solomon Islands.  

Below are the guidelines necessary to 

participate in this exceptional opportunity. 

All volunteers must:

-Be approved by their commander via 

signed memorandum to proceed on a 

45-60 day TDY.

-Have a current fi tness score of 80 or 

greater.

-Possess an offi cial passport that is valid 

through 2016 - Be paygradeE-5 through 

E-8 (Any AFSC).

-Member must not be in his/her AEF bucket 

or band to include training.

**Senior Airmen can apply - Commander 

must include statement in memo that attests 

to the selected airman’s professionalism 

These missions are funded by DPAA. For 

more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Kenneth 

De Gracia at  449-8874 or at kenneth.

de_gracia.1@us.af.mil or email pacaf.a1rp@

us.af.mil.

 

Volunteers Needed at Kadena Middle 
School
The KDMS Students Taking Academic 

Responsibility (STAR) Program is looking for 

30 volunteers to serve as mentors for the 

students. The duties will consist of assisting 

students with academic assignments who 

are enrolled in the STAR program. The 

volunteers will meet at Ryukyu/Kadena 

Middle School on Kadena Air Base Bldg. 

1984. The attire will be Civilian clothing or 

uniform and aletter and/or Certifi cate of 

appreciation will be given. All volunteers will 

receive a brief training prior to working with 

students. We would prefer for volunteers to 

be able to commit to volunteering either on 

Wednesday or Thursday on a weekly basis. 

For more information, contact Natarsha 

Baker at  Natarsha.baker@pac.dodea.edu or 

at 634-0217.

 

18th MSG awards ceremony
The 18th Mission Support Group is looking 

for singers to volunteer for the third quarter 

awards ceremony on Oct. 26. Volunteer 

should be familiar with and able to sing  

Kimegayo (Japanese National Anthem)  and/

or The Star-Spangled Banner (U.S. national 

anthem). For more information, contact Tech. 

Sgt. Shannon Dos at 634-7212 or email at 

shannon.dos@us.af.mil or Tech. Sgt. John 

Ogami at john.ogami@us.af.mil.

Kadena High School seeking native 
Spanish speaking volunteers
The Kadena High School Foreign Language 

Department is seeking native Spanish 

speakers to volunteer in some of the Spanish 

classrooms to interact with students in 

Spanish. Speakers are needed during the 

school day, from 7:30 a.m.-2:15 p.m. and 

the days are fl exible. For more information, 

contact Elizabeth Elansari at elizabeth.

elansari@pac.dodea.
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