
^Staff Sgt. Austen Carroll, 31st Rescue Squadron 
pararescueman. poses for a photo Sept. 22, at Kadena Air 
Base.

^Staff Sgt. Marcus Taylor, 33rd Rescue Squadron special 
mission aviator, was part of the team to rescue a III Marine 
Expeditionary Force pilot after he ejected from his AV-8B 
Harrier Sept. 22, off the coast of Okinawa.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Scott Fremming)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)

By Staff Sgt. Benjamin Sutton
18th Wing Public Affairs
9/23/2016 — Within 30-minutes of an 
AV-8B Harrier Jump Jet crash, Airmen 
from the 31st and 33rd Rescue Squadrons 
were in the air intent on saving the life of 
the pilot stranded in the Pacifi c Ocean.
 Th e pilot was able to eject from the 
aircraft  before the crash and into the cold 
waters of the Pacifi c, where he waited for 
rescue. 
 “We received the notifi cation of an 
ejection and immediately went into 
action,” said Capt. Paul Fry, 31st RQS 
combat rescue offi  cer. 

 Nearly 30 minutes aft er the notifi ca-
tion, both United States Air Force assets 
and their partner Japan Self-Defense 
Force aircraft  were on the scene search-
ing for the downed pilot.
 “Once we got the call, our helicopter 
maintenance unit did a great job getting 
our aircraft  ready to go,” said Capt. 
Zachary Martin, 33rd RQS pilot. “We can 
really thank our training for the quick 
response because as soon as we got the 
call everyone just fell into their training 
habit patterns and we went wheels up.”
 Many diff erent units from across 
Kadena Air Base came together to get out 

to the pilot, who was fl oating in the open 
ocean, aft er ejecting from the aircraft .
 “Our team linked up with our sis-
ter-squadron, the 33rd Rescue Squadron, 
and proceeded to fl y out to save the pilot,” 
said Fry. “While we were going to his lo-
cation we discussed the mission plan and 
ensured everyone was on the same page.”
 And then they saw him. Ninety-fi ve 
miles off  the coast of Hedo Cape, Airmen 
and JASDF rescue members saw the lone 
pilot.
 “As soon as we arrived on scene we 
saw the survivor and began the process of 
putting the pararescueman into the water 

to rescue him,” said Staff  Sgt. Marcus 
Taylor, 33rd RQS special mission aviator.
 According to Fry, the pilot seemed 
uninjured so one pararescueman was 
sent into the water to get him.
 “I was actually doing a travel voucher 
when the call came in,” explained Staff  
Sgt. Austen Carroll, 31st RQS parares-
cueman. “So I grabbed my water bag 
and ran to the bird to get started. In the 
rescue community we are always ready to 
go, even at a moment’s notice.”
 Once on scene, Carroll freefell about 10-
feet from the helicopter into the water and 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

Capt. Zack Martin, 33rd Rescue Squadron pilot, was part of the 
team to rescue a III Marine Expeditionary Force pilot after he 
ejected from his AV-8B Harrier Sept. 22, off the coast of Okinawa. 
The pilot ejected safely from his aircraft and was rescued 
successfully by the 31st and 33rd Rescue Squadrons.

SEE 909TH PAGE 2

SEE RESCUE PAGE 2

By Senior Airman Peter Reft
18th Wing Public Affairs
9/21/2016 — Republic of Korea Air 
Force F-15 Eagles and Airmen of the 
18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squad-
ron simultaneously trained for separate 
missions over the Pacifi c Ocean last 
week thanks to an Air Force KC-135 
Stratotanker assigned to Kadena Air 
Base.
 Th e 909th Air Refueling Squadron 
KC-135 provided fuel for Korean 
fi ghter pilot training sorties as well as a 
real-world simulated working environ-
ment for medical aircrews.
 “By conducting multiple missions at 
the same time, it maximizes the utiliza-
tion of limited resources,” said Lt. Col. 
Tom Wilson, 18th AES chief nurse.
 [ROKAF] F-15s called upon the 
refueling support from the 909th ARS 
to help them improve nighttime fl ying 
skills.

A 909th Air Refueling Squadron KC-135 Stratotanker receives 
18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron cargo Sept. 12, at 
Kadena Air Base.
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 “Th e South Korean fi ghters are look-
ing for training for a long- distance fl ight 
using tanker support to get them ready 
and prepared for that journey,” said Maj. 
Jacob Johnson, 909th ARS instructor 
pilot. “Th is builds their confi dence and 
proves their capability to do that.”
 For additional training intensity, 909th 
ARS pilots fl ew with ROKAF F-15s in the 
middle of the night, which challenged 
fi ghter pilots to safely perform in-fl ight 
refueling in an austere environment.
 “When you do a night time refueling 
it’s more diffi  cult to see the other aircraft , 
it’s harder to see the fuel receptacle, and 
it plays a little trick on depth perception,” 
said Senior Airman Charlton Hampton, 
909th ARS boom operator.
 ROKAF pilots were not the only war-
fi ghters training in the dark. Medical 
aircrews from the 18th AES performed 
a fl ight check of various patient care 
procedures inside the cargo cabin of the 
Stratotanker.
 “It’s a normal mission where we fl y 
with the 909th ARS and perform train-
ing in medical emergencies, cardiac 
emergencies, smoke and fumes in the 
cargo area, and rapid decompressions 
where we’ll put on an oxygen apparatus 
and tend to our patients,” said Capt. 
Matthew Huard, 18th AES fl ight nurse.
 Working space for personnel can 
become cramped in the long and 
narrow cargo hold of the KC-135, but 
18th AES aircrews utilize every inch 
of the compartment and adapt to the 
needs of the mission.
 “On this aircraft  we could have nine 
patients in diff erent confi gurations, and 
if we have to do without patient litters 
we can secure them on the fl oor,” said 
Huard. “Th e KC-135 wasn’t originally 
designed for patient care but we’ve made 

it happen, and it’s a big breakthrough, es-
pecially for the United States Air Force.”
 Since the KC-135 serves as both a 
refueling platform and a critical patient 
transport, Airmen of the 909th ARS 
and 18th AES stay alert for any possible 
orders to support real world operations.
 “We have the capacity to respond quick-
ly, so they just give the word and we go on 
crew rest and then get ready for launch as 
soon as they need us,” said Johnson.
 Huard added, “If patients need to fl y 
out to the next level of care, we can ab-
solutely do that for them and get them 
there in a very short time.”
 Between fl ying air refueling op-
erations for U.S. allies over the seas 
and transporting patients to hospitals 
around the globe, the 909th ARS and 
the 18th AES enhance Kadena Air Base’s 
role as the Keystone of the Pacifi c.
 “Th is training makes sure every 
person involved in this process is able 
to work together and communicate, 
but it also sends a message to our allies, 
as well as our adversaries, that we can 
accomplish our mission anytime, any-
where,” said Johnson.

909TH FROM PAGE 1

By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
9/27/2016 — Keiro No Hi is a Japanese 
holiday that recognizes and reveres the 
elderly. It was offi  cially recognized as a 
national holiday in 1966 and is celebrated 
on the third Monday of September.
 “I’ve been here for two years and didn’t 
know about the event until last year,” said 
Capt. Eddie Rubero, 18th Wing Chaplain 
and event coordinator. “It just happened 
I was doing some activities in the com-
munity and I saw events occurring off  
base and then I started digging.”
 Curious, Rubero researched the cause 
of the event and discovered this event is 
important in Japanese culture.
 “I didn’t realize this event is so huge for 
our community,” he said. “I said to myself 
that we have to come up with something 
to honor them. Just like they do.”
 Aft er months of planning alongside 
Kaori Kinjo, 18th Force Support Flight 
assistant director, Rubero fi nally had the 
chance to honor them.
 Th e event began with the playing of 
the Japanese and American national 
anthems. Airmen, Soldiers, Marines and 
even members of the local Girl Scout 
troop then served the elders food while 

conversing and taking pictures with them.
 Kadena leadership dined side-by-side 
with the elders, sharing stories and wisdom.
 Aft er the meals were served, the choir 
performed again and the Amelia Earhart 
Intermediate School Firebird drummers 
performed Okinawan Eisa dance rou-
tines to the applause of the attendees.
 Th e event concluded with presents 
from the chapel and closing remarks 
from Col. Christopher Amrhein, 18th 
Wing vice commander.
 “For our elders who joined us, today is 
about honoring you,” said Amhrein. 
 Okinawa has the largest concentration 
of centurions in the world he continued.
 “I just wanted to thank everyone for 
coming out and celebrating this and 
remember to take the time to appreciate, 
respect and love your elders.” Amhrein 
said. “For all of our elders in the room, 
and to all that arranged this, thank you 
very much.”
 Fumiko Yamauchi, age 92, enjoyed the 
event and hopes for another next year. 
She also shared the secret to her longevity.
 “Th e secret to my longevity is eating 
anything and working out at least three 
times a week,” Yamauchi said. “I am very 
glad to be able to attend Keiro No Hi 
today.”

immediately swam to the patient. While 
in the water he performed an initial as-
sessment of the pilot to make sure he was 
ok to be pulled inside the helicopter.
 “We were able to fi nd him so quickly 
because our JASDF partners were on 
scene so quickly with eyes on him,” said 
Carroll. “Once I assessed he was ok, I got 
him to the hoist and we pulled him up.”
 Now the Airmen had the downed pilot 
and began immediate medical attention.
 “Once inside, we performed a more 
in-depth medical assessment while 
fl ying to Camp Foster where he received 
care,” said Fry. “Th e Air Force rescue 
community is very good at full spec-
trum personnel recovery in austere con-
ditions. It really was a textbook rescue as 

far as mission requirements. Plus, we are 
able to work with our JASDF partners, 
who are very good at what they do, so 
having them there was a great demon-
stration of our bilateral capabilities.”
 For these rescue squadron members, 
saving this pilot’s life is why they take their 
realistic training and exercises so seriously.
 “Th is really was a total joint partner-
ship and team eff ort. A bunch of people 
came together to save a life,” said Carroll. 
 For one pilot, all alone in the sea, 
their intense training meant the diff er-
ence between his life and death.
 “We train a lot for these exact types of 
missions so anytime we can go out and 
bring someone back alive, it’s a really 
good feeling,” said Fry.
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filiation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.   For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to info@samuraigate.jp
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RESCUE FROM PAGE 1Kadena recognizes 
Keiro No Hi（敬老の日）

^Col. Christopher Amrhein, 18th Wing vice commander, recognizes Fumiko Yamauchi, age 92, during the Keiro No 
Hi recognition ceremony Sept. 16, on Kadena Air Base. Kadena leadership dined side-by-side with the elders, sharing 
stories and wisdom. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard) 

^Capt. Kyle Gadoury, 909th Air Refueling Squadron 
KC-135 Stratotanker pilot, and Maj. Jacob Johnson, 
909th ARS KC-135 instructor pilot, perform a pre-fl ight 
check for a nighttime training mission Sept. 12, at 
Kadena Air Base.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)
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By Airman 1st Class
Corey M. Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
9/23/2016 — Usually seeing a group of 
E-6 and E-7s coming your way strikes fear 
into young enlisted member, but in this 
case the group of joint enlisted leaders are 
here to learn.
 Enlisted leaders from across Okinawa 
joined forces for a week-long joint pro-
fessional military education experience 
to learn the mission of their fellow service 
members.
 “I think being on Okinawa we have 
such a unique opportunity to have all of 
the services here, so being able to expose 
our members to each of the services and 
bringing them together to see how we 
work together collectively is essential to 
performing the bigger mission,” said Chief 
Master Sgt. Kristina Rogers, 18th Wing 
Erwin Professional Military Education 
Center commandant. “You don’t always 
get that opportunity so we were able to 
capitalize it here. I think it’s been a phe-
nomenal experience for our students.”
 On the fi rst day, students received a 
lesson on the overall strategic mission 
and importance of Okinawa. Th e senior 
enlisted leaders from across the island 
gave a briefi ng about the joint mission 
and the emphasis on working together.
 Th e following days, the class received 
the opportunity to tour each branch’s 
military instillations.
 “Th e students participate in activities 
representing all of our branches of service 
on island,” said Rogers. “Th ey get the 
opportunity to experience what it’s like to 
serve as a sailor, as a soldier, as an Airman 
and as a Marine.”
 Th ese fi ve days of travelling and 

learning together gave each member a 
better appreciation of their fellow service 
member.
 “Being able to inter-mingle with the oth-
er enlisted leaders and to get their personal 
experience built that comradery amongst 
each other,” said U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class 
Billy Pickard, 1-1 Air Defense Artillery 
Battalion platoon leader. “So being able to 
network and building that rapport is the 
best thing I can take from this.”
 Even though every service may have 
a diff erent language and may approach 
things diff erently, at the end of the day we 
all have the same mission of peace in the 
Pacifi c, explained Rogers.
 “Th e relationships we build between 
the services and our students is everlast-
ing,” said Rogers. “We need each other and 
collectively, we are all the same team.”
 Aft er this JPME experience, enlisted 
leaders from all services can take the 
knowledge they gained and the networks 
they built back to their units.
 “I can take back a basic understanding 
of how the other branches work and how 
we can better work together,” said Pickard. 
“We work a lot with the Air Force and the 
Navy so having a better understanding of 
their structure and how they work on a 
daily basis will help us work with our joint 
partners.”
 Th e idea of one team, one fi ght is espe-
cially true here, with every branch doing 
their specifi c job but ultimately working 
toward the same goal of peace in the Pacifi c.
 “I think the biggest takeback is that 
collectively no service does it alone,” said 
Rogers. “We need each other and we need 
to understand the other services’ capabili-
ties and missions and how those aff ect the 
overall strategic mission here.”

Joint PME provides insight to enlisted leaders

^Tech. Sgt. Erickson 
Cristobal, 18th Aeromed-
ical Evacuation Squadron 
aeromedical technician, 
explains his role in the 
aeromedical mission to 
students attending the 
Joint Professional Military 
Education Okinawa 
Experience Sept. 19, at 
Kadena Air Base.

   Capt. Evan Ross, 
33rd Rescue Squadron 
pilot, briefs the mission 
and capabilities of the 
33rd RQS to students 
in the Joint Professional 
Military Education Okinawa 
Experience Sept. 21, at 
Kadena Air Base.

(U. S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

^
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IG TIDBIT ON HOW TO FILE 
A COMPLAINT: If you believe 
you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory 
channels, you may seek IG 
assistance to determine if the 
complaint should be fi led with the 
IG. You can fi le a complaint if you 
reasonably believe inappropriate 
conduct has occurred or 
a violation of law, policy, 
procedures, or regulation has 
been committed.  Complete the 
personnel data information on an 
AF FORM 102 and briefl y outline 
the facts and relevant information 
related to the issue or complaint. 
List the allegations of wrongdoing 
briefl y, in general terms and 
provide supporting narrative 
detail and documents later, when 
interviewed by an IG person. 
Allegations should be written as 
bullets and should answer who 
committed the violation; what 
violation was committed; what 
law, regulation, procedures, or 
policy was violated; when did the 
violation occur.
HELP IS AVAILABLE: Call your 
Kadena IG offi ce at 634-7622 
for Mr. Mays or 634-1109 for Mr. 
Lovingood, or you can always 
leave a message on the Kadena 
Fraud Waste & Abuse (FWA) 
Hotline at 634-0404.

How to File 
IG Complaint 

18th Wing Inspector 
General’s (IG) Offi ce

By Senior Airman
Stephen G. Eigel
18th Wing Public Affairs
9/26/2016 — In the U.S. approximately 
52 million people over the age of 12 have 
used prescription drugs non-medically 
in their lifetime, with painkillers being 
the most abused, according to the Na-
tional Institute on Drug Abuse.
 Th e Kadena pharmacy, along with the 
18th Security Forces Squadron, hosted a 
Drug Take Back Day Sept. 23 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. in the pharmacy lobby. 
 Th e Kadena Prescription Drug 
Take-Back Day aims to provide a safe, 
convenient, and responsible means of 
disposing of prescription drugs, while 
also educating the general public about 
the potential for abuse of medications. 
 “At Kadena our goal is to host (drug 
take back days) at least twice a year,” 
said Maj. Richard Caballero, 18th MDG 
pharmacy fl ight commander. “At stateside 
pharmacies, the Air Force is actually in-
stalling containers to allow for members 
to drop off  anytime, but OCONUS regu-
lations do not allow for us to do that yet.”
 Th ese drug take back days give Depart-
ment of Defense members and their fam-
ilies the opportunity to turn in unwanted 
and unused prescription drugs for proper 
disposal. Turning them in helps the pre-
vention of potentially hazardous means 
such as fl ushing them down the toilet or 
simply throwing them away in the trash.
 “Putting the (drugs) in the toilet is 
defi nitely a bad idea because it can make 
its way into the water supply,” said Cabal-
lero. “If you cannot make a take back day, 

the EPA does advise that you can place 
them in the trash mixed with some kitty 
litter or coff ee grounds to break them 
down and prevent diversion.”
 According to the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) and the most 
recent statistics from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, the majority 
of prescription drug abusers report in sur-
veys that they get their drugs from friends 
and family. Cleaning out old prescription 
drugs from medicine cabinets, kitchen 
drawers, and bedside tables reduces ac-
cidents, theft s, and the misuse and abuse 
of these medicines, including the opioid 
painkillers that accounted for 20,808 drug 
overdoses—78 a day—in 2014.
 More than 150 pounds of unwanted, 

expired or unused prescription medica-
tions were turned it at this year’s drug 
take back day at Kadena. 
 “Th ese results show that more Amer-
icans than ever are taking the important 
step of cleaning out their medicine 
cabinets and making homes safe from 
potential prescription drug abuse or 
theft ,” DEA Acting Administrator Chuck 
Rosenberg said in a previous article. 
“Unwanted, expired or unused prescrip-
tion medications are oft en an unintended 
catalyst for addiction.”
 For more information on Drug Take 
Back Days, contact the Pharmacy at 
DSN: 630-4817. For more information 
about prescription drug abuse, visit 
www.drugabuse.gov.

Kadena Pharmacy hosts 
drug take back day

Members of the Drug 
Take-Back Day event sort the 
collected medications at the 
18th Medical Group, Sept. 23, 
at Kadena Air Base.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)
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Bingata is a textile-dyeing technique which symbol-
izes Ryukyu Kingdom era. 

This traditional Bingata textile used to be worn by 
noble families only.

During the 15th century, where the Ryukyus had 
been in a trade with China and Southeast Asia, 
diverse dyeing techniques were introduced to the 
Ryukyus by the countries.

And in a mean while Ryukyuan people evolved the 

techniques into their unique Bingata technique 
under local climate and culture.

Beautifully woven Bingata textiles had crossed 
overseas as today a great amout of Bingata cloths 
can be seen in China.

Bingata, that is what has been passed on from 
an ancient world of the Ryukyus using local plants 
such as fukugi and hibiscus to extra pigments, and 
its dyeing method hasn’t been changed even today.

Bingata

Courtesy story by
CFC-Overseas
The Combined Federal 
Campaign-Overseas (CFC-O), 
the annual workplace giving 
campaign for the five overseas 
combatant commands, will kick 
off on 3 October. The campaign 
provides uniformed and civilian 
Department of Defense (DOD) 
personnel serving overseas the 
opportunity to extend their service 
by supporting charitable causes of 
their choice.
  The theme of the 2016 CFC-O 
is Show Some Love. The campaign 
allows contributors to show some 
love by supporting life-changing 
programs in military communities, 
at home and abroad. Contributors 
have the option to give to the 
overseas military community 
through the Family Support and 
Youth Program (FSYP) fund. 
FSYP donations are returned to 
overseas military installations and 
invested in quality of life programs 
for uniformed service members, 
Federal civilians and their families.

  Furthermore, contributors 
can support programs back home 
through the “CFC All-Around 
Giving” program, which allows 
contributors to pledge to any of the 
CFC local charities across the Unit-
ed States. Th e complete, searchable 
charity list is available on the web-
site.
  By contributing to one or more 
CFC-supported charity, you will 
touch the lives of those most vulner-
able. Here are just a few of the ways 
your donation can make a diff erence:
· $10 provides a month’s supply of 

clean drinking water.
· $25 provides a backpack and 

school supplies in South Sudan.
· $50 gives emergency medical 

supplies in the days following a 
natural disaster.

· $80 provides refugee children 
with a safe place to play.

  Charities depend upon the gener-
osity of contributors to give help and 
hope to those in need, so please Show 
Some Love during the 2016 CFC-O 
and give generously to your favorite 
charities. 

GET READY 
TO SHOW 

SOME LOVE
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TCCOR 4: Destructive sustained winds of 50 knots or greater possible within 72 hours. Stock 
up on food, bottled water, dry milk, batteries, fl ashlights, candles and other emergency supplies. 
TC-4 stays in affect from June 1 to November 30 every year.

TCCOR 3: Destructive sustained winds of 50 knots or greater possible within 48 hours. Initiate 
a general clean-up around your home, apartment and offi ce. Pick up loose items, such as toys, 
garden tools and lawn furniture.

TCCOR 2: Destructive sustained winds of 50 knots or greater anticipated within 24 hours. 
Secure all outdoor property such as picnic tables, barbecue grills, etc.

TCCOR 1: Destructive sustained winds of 50 knots or greater are expected within 12 hours. 
DODDs schools will not be closed until TCCOR 1C. Fill any available containers with water. 
Make a fi nal check of food, water and other supplies.

TCCOR 1 Caution: Winds of 50 knots are sustained or occurring. All outdoor activities, 
except those in direct support of urgent military missions, will be discontinued. The base 
exchange and commissary close and all non-mission-essential people should be off the 
streets and in their residences. All AAFES facilities close.

TCCOR 1 Emergency: Winds of 50 knots sustained or occurring. All outside activities are 
prohibited.

TCCOR 1 Recovery: Winds of 50 knots sustained or greater are no longer forecast to 
occur. Strong winds may still exist. No outdoor activity is authorized other than workers from 
pre-designated emergency crews. TCCOR1 recovery Mission-Essential Passes, which are 
issued to mission-essential agencies only, must be in the driver's possession before attempting 
to travel on Kadena.

TCCOR Storm Watch: Winds are not forecast to exceed 50 knots sustained but there 
still exists a probability of high winds due to the proximity of the storm. The storm is also close 

enough to the area that a heightened alert status is necessary in order to rapidly establish 
elevated TCCOR conditions should the storm deviate from the forecast track. Personnel should 
follow Standard Operating Procedures for TCCOR Storm Watch and stay alert for any changes 
to TCCOR status. In some instances, it may be necessary to return to TCCOR Storm Watch 
from another TCCOR level if the storm is not currently forecast to impact the area, but is in close 
enough proximity that should it change course, it could likely impact the area. Normal activities 
may resume with caution two hours after declaration of STORM WATCH. AAFES facilities 
and the commissary may reopen as well. Stay tuned to AFN television and radio.

TCCOR Storm Clear: The storm is over and not forecast to return.  Storm damage could 
still present a danger. This TCCOR level is used to inform U.S. Military and civilians that the 
threat of the storm is over. However, until the recovery process is declared complete (TCCOR 
All Clear), or the risk of injury and/or damage to personnel and property has been mitigated to a 
safe level, the general base population would normally be asked to continue to remain indoors. 

**During typhoons - Housing Maintenance Service Call is open 24/7 to support occupants 
in creating typhoon related work orders only. Please dial 634-4663 (HOME) or 098-961-
4663, option 5. 

Regular hours of operation:
Housing Maintenance Service Call hours of operation for submitting all work orders:  24/7, 7 
days a week, 634-4663 (HOME) or 098-961-4663, option 5.

All routine or urgent work order requirements can be submitted online using your home/work 
computer at: http://www.kadena.af.mil/Portals/40/AFD-150519-002_3_.pdf or called in 
during hours of operation. 

Alternatively: you may submit a routine work order request to our org box at 718ces.
servicecall@us.af.mil. (Please include house number and unit, contact phone, name of 
sponsor and housing maintenance service need.)

Typhoon prepared
Don’t judge a book by its cover – Base houses are built structurally strong enough to withstand the potentially damaging typhoon winds that come and 
go each year. There are some simple steps occupants can take in advance of typhoon season to be prepared and have peace of mind during a typhoon. 

Know your Typhoon  TCCOR Conditions 

Emergency Kit Typhoon Preparation Steps
· Fill Bathtubs with water

· Turn refrigerators to the highest setting

· Secure all loose outdoor objects or store them indoors (i.e. playsets, bicycles, other toys, 
grills, trampolines, storage sheds, tables, chairs, trash and recycling containers) 

· Store bulk trash items indoors if contractor has not picked up by TCCOR-2

· Sandbag base of doors- Eagle hardware supplies sand bags and sand which can be picked up and fi lled 
by occupants of base housing

· Turn off all non-critical electrical items (i.e. lights, computers, printers, fans, TVs, etc.)

· Fuel your vehicles

· Park vehicles in an area least prone to falling tree limbs and fl ooding

· Secure & lock all exterior doors and windows

· Flashlight with extra batteries
· Bottled Water (3 days worth – 1 gallon per person per day)
· Non-perishable packaged or canned food/juice
· Foods for infants or the elderly
· Snack Foods
· Non-electric can opener
· Cooking tools/fuels
· Paper plates/plastic utensils
· First-Aid supplies
· Prescription medication
· Battery powered radio (AFN)
· Pet care items
· Towels, rags, mops
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By AAFES Public Affairs
9/25/2016 — Military personnel and 
their families who reach for their MILI-
TARY STAR cards at Army & Air Force 
Exchange Service facilities are helping 
reduce credit-card processing expenses 
and ultimately improving their military 
communities. 
 During fi scal 2015, bank-issued cred-
it card processing expenses at Okinawa 
Exchange facilities cost the military 
community more than $3.7 million. 
When shoppers use their MILITARY 
STAR cards, however, the Exchange 
avoids these costly fees. 
 “A signifi cant portion of earnings gen-
erated from the MILITARY STAR card is 
returned to military communities to fund 
quality-of-life programs,” said Kadena 

AB Exchange Store Manager, Ann Yi. 
“Avoiding costly merchant and bank 
fees allows us to return an even greater 
amount to the military community.”
 Over the last 10 years, the Exchange 
Credit Program has returned $639 million 
to quality-of-life programs worldwide.
 “Paying with a MILITARY STAR card 
is a simple way for Exchange shoppers 
to support their military community di-
rectly,” Ms. Yi said. “Using the card not 
only benefi ts the cardholder, but every 
member of the military family.” 
 Th e MILITARY STAR card is accept-
ed at Army, Air Force, Marine Corps, 
Navy and Coast Guard exchange facili-
ties and online at shopmyexchange.com. 
Cardholders receive benefi ts including: 
• Competitive 10.49 percent interest 

rate – one of the best retail rates.
• No annual, late or over-limit fees.
• 10 percent off  fi rst-day purchases.
• 10 percent off  Exchange food court 

purchases.
• 5-cents-per-gallon savings at 

Exchange gas stations.
• Free standard shipping at shopmyex-

change.com.
 With every purchase, MILITARY 
STAR cardholders earn points as part of 
a rewards program, which launched late 
last year. Cardholders earn 2 points for 
every $1 spent wherever the MILITARY 
STAR card is accepted. For every 2,000 
points earned, shoppers will automati-
cally receive a $20 rewards card.
 For more information, shoppers can 
visit www.MyECP.com. 

By AAFES Public Affairs
9/25/2016 — Once again, the Army & 
Air Force Exchange Service is off ering 
fee-free layaway for military personnel, 
their families and retirees who want to 
get a jump-start on their holiday shop-
ping and keep gift s hidden safely out of 
sight from prying eyes. 
 Starting Sept. 1, Okinawa Exchanges 
will waive the $3 service fee for items 

that are placed on layaway and paid for 
by Dec. 24 — including toys and bikes. 
Purchases of $25 or more are eligible for 
the layaway plan.
 “By waiving the service fee, the Kade-
na Main Exchange is giving military 
shoppers extra incentive to consider 
layaway, both as a budgeting tool and 
as a way to keep snooping loved ones 
from fi nding their gift s before the big 

day,” said Kadena Main Exchange Store 
Manager, Ann Yi. “With a few months 
to go before the holidays, guests can 
start checking off  their gift  lists — and 
keep those presents safely hidden.” 
 A deposit of 15 percent is required to 
hold items on layaway. Guests can visit 
customer service at the local Exchange 
for complete program details and eligi-
bility information.

MILITARY STAR card helps Okinawa 
Exchange’s reduce costly fees, increase 
contribution to military quality-of-life programs

Okinawa Exchange brings back
fee-free layaway for the holidays
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Kadena and Camp Foster emergency 
numbers 
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 

everyone to program their cell phones 

with the emergency numbers. To report an 

emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-

5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For 

Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 

from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

How to Receive Emergency 
Notifications in English on Cell Phone
Cell phones across Okinawa currently receive 

emergency text notifi cations in Japanese 

from mobile phone service providers. To 

receive emergency notifi cations by e-mail in 

English, contact the Readiness & Emergency 

Management Flight at 634-4404.

Finance Monthly Closure
The 18th Comptroller Squadron fi nance 

customer service will be closed the third 

Thursday of every month for training. Next 

dates will be Oct. 20 and Nov. 17. For more 

information, contact the Budget Offi ce at 

632-6453/634-2601 or Customer Service at 

634-1300.

 

DSST Retakes
Sept. 1 – Oct. 31, military service member 

students who do not pass their fi rst exam 

will be eligible for one free retake. Students 

can take advantage of this promotion by 

providing a voucher code at the time of retest. 

The voucher code will be sent to students 

via email 1-2 days after taking the exam. 

For more information, contact the Education 

Offi ce at 634-1500.

2016 Presidential Primaries
2016 Presidential Elections are underway. 

Register to vote now. For a full list go to: 

http://www.fvap.gov/vao/vag/appendix/

state-elections. For more information, visit 

the Kadena Voting Sharepoint site at:  https://

kadena.eis.pacaf.af.mil/18WG/programs/

VAO/SitePages/Home.aspx, or talk to your 

squadrons UVAO, or email vote.kadena@

us.af.mil.

English as a Second Language 
Instructors Wanted
Central Texas College is seeking part-time 

English as a Second Language instructors 

to teach on Kadena and Foster. Instructors 

wanted for day and/or night beginners 

level courses. Must possess an Associate’s 

Degree or higher or one year teaching ESL 

experience OCONUS or foreign certifi cation 

(TOEFL, TEFL, etc.). For more information, 

email admin.oki@pfec.ctcd.edu or call at 

634-6879.

CCAF Transcript Ordering Issues
Airmen who have ordered a Community 

College of the Air Force transcript within the 

past 30 days should access CCAF Student 

Services and verify the order processed. The 

CCAF online transcript program has been 

experiencing intermittent interference and 

some transcript requests were not processed.  

For more information, contact the Education 

Offi ce at 634-1500, option 1 or via email at 

kadenaeducationoffi ce@us.af.mil.    

Post Office closures
Sept. 30 - Wing Down Day / Oct. 3 - Wingman 

Day / Oct. 10 - Columbus Day / Oct. 11 - 

PACAF Family Day / Nov. 11 - Veterans Day 

/ Nov. 18 - Squadron Function / Nov. 24 - 

Thanksgiving / Nov. 25 - PACAF Family Day 

For more information or any questions, call 

634-4458.

 

Post Office holiday mailing deadlines
From the US to Kadena mailing 
timeframes:
Express Mail - Guaranteed service 3-5 days 

/ Priority Mail - 7-21 days / Parcel Post or 

Space Available Mail - At a minimum, 6 weeks 

to arrive in Okinawa, Japan / Cutoff dates for 

delivery by Dec. 24 / Space Available Mail 

(SAM) – Nov. 7 / Priority/First Class Mail – 

Nov. 28 / Express Mail – Dec. 10

From Kadena to the US mailing 
timeframes:
Express Mail - Guaranteed service 3-5 days / 

Priority Mail - 7-14 days / Parcel Post or Space 

Available Mail - 15-30 days / Cutoff dates for 

delivery by Dec. 24 / Space Available Mail 

(SAM) - Sat Nov. 19 / Priority/First Class Mail 

– Nov. 30 / Express Mail – Dec. 14. For more 

information or any questions, call 634-4458.

 

Post Office Holiday Schedule
Parcel pick-up hours:
Nov. 26 - Dec. 23, Mon-Sat, 9a.m.-7p.m. 

(Additional 2 hours Mon-Fri and Sat will have 

additional 5 hours of pick-up service)  

Finance Mailing Hours:
Nov. 26 - Dec. 23, Mon-Sat, 9a.m.-5p.m. 

Starting on Nov. 26, fi nance section will be 

open 6 days a week. If you have fi ve or more 

packages, call 634-1351 for an appointment. 

For more information or any questions, call 

634-4458.

MPS closure
The MPS will be closed Oct. 3. For more 

information, contact Senior Master Sgt. 

Burnett at 634-9407.    

Kadena USO manager position open
The Kadena USO has a vacant manager 

position. Anyone interested in applying 

may click the link or copy/paste it into your 

browser (this will need to be done from 

a non-government computer). For more 

information, contact Phil VanEtten, Director, 

USO Okinawa Area at DSN: 645-2896 or 

email jvanetten@uso.org.

3rd Okinawa International Music 
Festival concert singers needed
Sing a Beethoven’s Symphony 9th with 

soprano vocal Eva Mei and 300 vocalists, 

Feb. 12, 2017, 2 p.m. at Convention Center 

in Ginowan City. We are looking for singers. 

Song will be in German. Cost is 10,000 yen 

to join the choir. There are 10-12 practices 

before the main event. Practice place will 

be in Urasoe City, Ginowan City, Okinawa 

City - must attend the practices. For more 

information, please contact Mr. Shinohara, 

098-951-3600 (Japanese translator needed).

UPCOMING EVENTS
Armed Forces Communications & 
Electronics Association (AFCEA) 
Monthly Meeting
AFCEA would like to welcome you to the 

monthly meeting the fi rst Thursday of each 

month at the Kadena Offi cer’s Club from 

11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. NTT DoCoMo will 

educate us on the Japanese mobile network, 

which counts towards your CEUs for any 

network certifi cation. For more information, 

contact Tech. Sgt. Brenda Squires or any 

board member at chapteroffi cers@okinawa.

afceachapters.org

Kadena Shake N’ Bake Base Basketball 
Team Tryouts
Kadena Shake N’ Bake Basketball team is 

holding tryouts at the Risner Fitness Center 

on October 4 and 6 from 6 - 7:30  p.m.. For 

more information please contact: Staff Sgt. 

Alton Mercy at 630-4709 or alton.mercy@

us.af.mil. Staff Sgt. Artis Gandy at 634-3244 

or artis.gandy@us.af.mil.

 
Kadena's 2nd Annual Veteran's Day 
Parade
Kadena’s 2nd Annual Veteran’s Day Parade 

will be held on Nov. 11, we will have 

representation from our Armed Forces 

around the island; including specialized 

units, groups, and students from our 

surrounding DoDDs schools. If you would like 

to participate in the parade, please contact 

Master Sgt. McFall, monique.mcfall@us.af.

mil. If you would like to volunteer for security 

and/or crowd control, please contact Master 

Sgt. Stemick, chad.stemick@us.af.mil

Down day for Mission Support Group
Mission Support Group sports day will be 

Oct. 14, with an alternate date of Oct. 21. 

Members will be authorized to attend and 

participate in MSG sports day as an alternate 

duty location, for non-attendees, normal 

operations will be sustained. Personnel are 

authorized to wear PT shorts along with 

respective squadron morale shirts. For 

personnel participating in softball, softball 

clothing will be authorized as wearing PT 

gear presents a safety hazard. For more 

information, contact Tech. Sgt. Stephen L. 

Green at 634-5405    

Hispanic Heritage Committee
The 18th Wing Hispanic Heritage Committee 

will be sponsoring a free movie might at the 

Schilling, featuring ‘The Book of Life’. Please 

come out and join us Sept, 30, at 5p.m., 

Continued on PAGE 11
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where we will have drinks and popcorn. For 

more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Anita 

Solis at 634-4141 or Staff Sgt. Romaigne 

Dozier at 634-6715.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteers needed for Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) 
missions
Volunteers are needed for missions to Laos, 

Vietnam, Cambodia and Solomon Islands.  

Below are the guidelines necessary to 

participate in this exceptional opportunity. All 

volunteers must:

- Be approved by their commander via 

signed memorandum to proceed on a 

45-60 day TDY.

- Have a current fi tness score of 80 or 

greater.

- Possess an offi cial passport that is valid 

through 2016 - Be paygradeE-5 through 

E-8 (Any AFSC).

- Member must not be in his/her AEF bucket 

or band to include training.

**Senior Airmen can apply - Commander 

must include statement in memo that attests 

to the selected airman’s professionalism 

These missions are funded by DPAA. For 

more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Kenneth 

De Gracia at  449-8874 or at kenneth.

de_gracia.1@us.af.mil or email pacaf.a1rp@

us.af.mil.

 
18th MSG awards ceremony
The 18th Mission Support Group is looking 

for singers to volunteer for the third quarter 

awards ceremony on Oct. 26. Volunteer 

should be familiar with and able to sing  

Kimegayo (Japanese National Anthem)  and/

or The Star-Spangled Banner (U.S. national 

anthem). For more information, contact Tech. 

Sgt. Shannon Dos at 634-7212 or email at 

shannon.dos@us.af.mil or Tech. Sgt. John 

Ogami at john.ogami@us.af.mil.   

Volunteers Needed at Kadena Middle 
School
The KDMS Students Taking Academic 

Responsibility (STAR) Program is looking for 

30 volunteers to serve as mentors for the 

students. The duties will consist of assisting 

students with academic assignments who 

are enrolled in the STAR program. The 

volunteers will meet at Ryukyu/Kadena 

Middle School on Kadena Air Base Bldg. 

1984. The attire will be Civilian clothing or 

uniform and aletter and/or Certifi cate of 

appreciation will be given. All volunteers will 

receive a brief training prior to working with 

students. We would prefer for volunteers to 

be able to commit to volunteering either on 

Wednesday or Thursday on a weekly basis. 

For more information, contact Natarsha 

Baker at  Natarsha.baker@pac.dodea.edu or 

at 634-0217.

 
Post office volunteers
The post offi ce is looking for volunteers for 

the holidays. Volunteers must be 16 or older 

and are required to attend a mini postal 

training. Training will be conducted every 

Tuesday in November starting at 8 a.m. 

For more information, contact Staff Sgt. 

Lakendrick Moore at lakendrick.moore@

us.af.mil or call 634-2329. For any questions 

please call Directory at DSN 634-4458.   

Youth Wresting Tournament volunteers
The Gladiator Junior Wrestling league’s fall 

season is kicking off and we need volunteers 

to help run the tournaments. Positions 

include setup/break down teams, time 

keepers and score keepers. No experience 

needed. Tournaments are held on Camp 

Foster on either Sat or Sun and usually last 

around 3-4 hours. Free lunch and snacks will 

be provided to volunteers and those who help 

out with two tournaments get a free shirt. 

Referees and coaches are also needed. For 

more information, contact Airman 1st Class 

Corey Pettis at corey.pettis95@gmail.com or 

634-3813.

Kadena High School seeking native 
Spanish speaking volunteers
The Kadena High School Foreign Language 

Department is seeking native Spanish 

speakers to volunteer in some of the Spanish 

classrooms to interact with students in 

Spanish. Speakers are needed during the 

school day, from 7:30 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. and 

the days are fl exible. For more information, 

contact Elizabeth Elansari at elizabeth.

elansari@pac.dodea.
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