
By Airman 1st Class 
Nick Emerick
18th Wing Public Affairs
The Kadena Special Olympics has 
immersed Department of Defense 
members into Okinawan communi-
ties and provided an opportunity to 
help change lives for the better. 

This year there is a need for more 
than a thousand volunteers on 
Nov. 5, to help with several events 
occurring on Kadena Air Base, 
including track, soccer and golf. 

The KSO annual event serves as a 
wonderful opportunity for military 
members, spouses, contractors 
and civilians to volunteer and make 
a difference in someone’s life. 

Volunteer opportunities include:
1. Art Exhibit at Kadena Risner 

Gym Nov. 4-5:
The art exhibit is held to 
showcase the talent and effort of 
special needs children from the 
local community. 

2. Gift Bag Stuffers/Distributors 
Nov. 1 and 5: 
Every year gift bags are made to 
give to each participant. 

3. Game Day Chaperon Volun-
teers, Kadena AB Nov. 5: 
Game day needs a lot of 
volunteers to make this event a 
success. We need 950+ athlete 
buddies that will be assigned 
an athlete to chaperon the 
entire day. Help make a huge 
difference in someone’s life by 
being their rock as they compete 
all day. We need an unlimited 
amount of cheerers at each 
event to support our athletes. 
Positions include opening/clos-
ing event volunteers, medical 

tent volunteers, t-shirt packaging 
and t-shirt sales volunteers. 

4. Sporting Event Volunteers, 
Kadena Nov. 5: 
Sporting event volunteers will 
be responsible for helping an 
event POC lead their specifi c 
sporting event from the ground 
up. This is a great opportunity to 
showcase your leadership and 
management skills while having 
a major impact in the lives of our 
athletes. 

5. Entertainment Volunteers 
Kadena Nov. 5:
Entertainment will bring 
exclusive face/arm painting, 
bouncy castles, and costume 
entertainers. **NOTE: Costume 
entertainers must have their 
own costume (superheroes/
princesses preferably). 

6. Logistics support; Tear 
down Crew Nov. 5; Storage/
Warehouse support, Nov. 6:
Game day can’t happen without 
logistic support. We need 10 
members for game day crisis 
and sweeper teams to help 
restock facilities and remove 
trash. Thirteen members are 
needed for the tear down crew 
after the closing ceremony 
Nov. 5. We need at least two 
members with forklift licenses, 
preferably 10k AT, 6k or 10k 
ground. Last but not least, we 
need 15 more members to help 
place everything back in storage 
in our KSO warehouse on Nov. 6. 

Links to these events and 
more information are located 
on the Kadena Special 
Olympics Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/
KadenaSpecialOlympics/. 

One Thousand 
Volunteers Wanted

By Senior Airman 
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/27/2016 — Kadena will be 
hosting trick-or-treaters from 
6-8 p.m. Oct. 31.
 Keep safety in mind as trick-
or-treaters will be enjoying 
their Halloween festivities.
 Th e Kadena Halloween 
Committee is accepting candy 
donations for trick-or-treaters, 
which will be screened by 
Security Forces personnel. 
Donations can be delivered 
to squadron representatives 
or dropped off  at the Marshall 
Dining Facility on Oct. 31 
until 4 p.m.  
 Security Forces will have an 
increased presence throughout 
the base in diff erent locations 
in order to assist with any 
issues. 
 “Team Kadena can ensure 
a safe Halloween season by 
employing a few, simple safety 
protocols,” said Lt. Col. Sarah 
Babbitt, 18th Security Forces 
Squadron commander.  “Kids 
should be accompanied by 
their parents or another adult 
while trick-or-treating.  It’s 
important to keep in mind 
that our Halloween hours take 
place aft er dark, and Kadena 
Air Base is a large installation 
with many diff erent housing 
areas that look very similar—

especially at night. Encourage 
your children to carry a 
fl ashlight or incorporate some 
refl ective material into their 
costume so they can be more 
easily seen.”
 Th ose responsible for 
the supervision of children 
should consider that kids will 
be excited about Halloween 
and might not be aware of 
their surroundings.
 “Although we’ll have 
Security Forces command 
posts throughout all of our 
Kadena housing areas, there’s 
always the potential for a 
child to get lost,” Babbitt 
commented. “Be sure to input 
our Security Forces Base 
Defense Operations Center 
24/7 telephone number into 
your cellular phone:  098-
961-2475, because you never 
know when you may need 
emergency assistance.” 
 Certain policies will be 
in eff ect for the festivities to 
encourage a safe Halloween.
 “Th e speed limit on Kadena 
around all housing areas 
during this time will be 20 kph,” 
said Tech. Sgt. Sabrina Lukas, 
18th Security Forces Squadron 
representative. “We would 
like to make sure everyone 
remains safe for Halloween 
this year by ensuring they are 
abiding by the speed limit on 

that night. We also ask that 
children go trick or treating 
with a responsible adult to 
ensure everyone makes it back 
safely at the end of the night.”
 Th ose who do not wish 
to participate in Halloween 
festivities are asked to turn 
off  their outside lights and 
close their blinds so that trick-
or-treaters will pass by your 
home.
 Please remember to treat 
our host neighbors with 
respect and ensure that they 
enjoy the festivities as much as 
we do.
 “We want everyone to 
enjoy this American tradition 
and holiday in the safest 
manner possible,” said Lukas. 
“We also want everyone to 
remember we are ambassadors 
and to represent ourselves 
accordingly.”

Tech. Sgt. Benjamin Bouvy, 18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
weapons load standardization crew member, gives the opening remarks 
of a quarterly weapons load competition Oct. 24, at Kadena Air Base. 
The competition pitted teams from different AMUs against each other in 
a race to complete the loading of weapons onto F-15 Eagles.

18th AMXS hosts third quarter 
weapons load competition

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)
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By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/20/2016 - NAHA, Japan — Japan 
and the United States have been allies for 
many years throughout the history of the 
U.S.-Japan alliance, and the relationship 
continues to grow through friendship, 
and common interests such as baseball. 
 Th e Allstars (U.S. Consulate and mili-
tary members stationed on Okinawa) took 
on members of the Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force in a friendly game of baseball, Oct. 15. 
 “Th e military and the consulate 
have put together a team and we are 
playing against the JASDF,” said Joel 
Ehrendreich, U.S. Consul general, Naha. 

“Everywhere I’ve been, all of my posts 
around the world, I’ve played baseball 
and made friends who I would not have 
made through my normal work.”
 Lt. Gen. Junichi Araki, Southwest Air 
Composite Air Division commander 
enjoyed playing the Allstars. 
 “Baseball is the most popular sport in 
Japan,” said Araki. “We started the tradi-
tion of the U.S.-Okinawan baseball games 
in 1903 and it’s a good chance to relive a 
historical event.” 
 Ehrendreich said in 1903 a visiting 
U.S. Navy vessel played against an Oki-
nawan team. Aft erwards, other visiting 
military vessels would play a game of 
baseball when visiting the island and one 

of those teams was named the Allstars.
 He also hopes to continue strengthen-
ing friendships and partnerships through 
playing baseball on Okinawa. 
 Araki, who has played the sport since 
childhood, said that baseball is support-
ed by the Okinawan people and it’s good 
to bring back the games to show good 
relationships between the U.S. and Japan.
 Th e consul general felt that the game 
went extremely well, especially for the 
other team.
 “We were down in the last inning 
and we scored seven runs,” Ehrendreich 
said. “Unfortunately, we were down by a 
lot more than seven. More importantly 
today’s success was about building friend-

ships and I think we can call that a win.”
 Th e fi rst game ended with the JASDF 
taking home the win 14-7 over the All-
stars, however no one left  empty handed. 
Aft er the fi rst game the Allstars and JASDF 
players exchanged gift s and switched 
up players on the teams before playing 
another game, and left  the fi eld with fond 
memories and affi  rmed partnerships.
 “Japan loves baseball as much as the 
U.S. does,” said Ehrendreich. “So I know 
a lot of us haven’t played in 20, 30 or more 
years, but you get out here on the baseball 
fi eld again and you feel young. Even if you 
don’t speak a common language, you have 
something in common and everyone can 
come out here and enjoy themselves.” 
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The Japan Air Self-Defense Force South-
western Composite Air Division members and 
the Allstars pose for a group photo Oct. 15, at 
the Cellular Stadium in Naha.

Japan Marine Self-Defense Force Captain Tetsuro 
Sato and U.S. Army Lt. Col. Jason Kidder, both U.S. 
Forces Japan/J3 deputy directors of operations, 
tour the fl ightline with members of the 320th 
Special Tactics Squadron, 17th Special Operations 
Squadron, and 1st Special Operations Squadron 
during a semi-annual joint site visit at Kadena Air 
Base, Oct. 19. Japanese and U.S. allies strength-
ened bilateral collaboration by familiarizing 
themselves with Kadena operational capabilities.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)            

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Peter Reft)            

USFJ leaders visit Kadena
Air Base, strengthen
bilateral collaboration
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By Airman 1st Cass
Corey M. Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/25/2016 — Th e 18th Civil 
Engineer Squadron pest man-
agement shop headed into the 
18th Munitions area Oct. 19 to 
capture habus that are invasive 
to the island. 
 Th e Taiwanese and the 
Sakishima Habu are invasive 
species to Okinawa that have a 
negative eff ect on the ecosystem 
and must be removed. 
 “Invasive means not lo-
cal. Th ey’ve either hitchhiked 
on boats or some have been 
brought here on purpose and 
are now just a pest,” said Tech. 
Sgt. Amber Palmer, 18th Civil 
Engineer Squadron pest man-
agement specialist. “Th e local 
wildlife isn’t used to them so 
they’ll eat the native birds and 
frogs.”
 Once a week, the pest man-
agement shop heads into the 
18th MUNS area and follows a 
GPS course where 18 traps are 
laid out. 
 Each trap has a live mouse 
with food and water with a met-
al cage separating it from the 
trapping area. Th e habu slides 
in a small hole but can’t get back 
out, Palmer explained. 
 “We go around and check 
each trap and remove the 
snake,” said Senior Airman 

James Wheeler, 18th CES pest 
management specialist. “Th en 
we tie the habu up in a bag, give 
the mouse more food and water 
and replace the trap.”
 Only the invasive habus are 
removed. Th e local Okinawan 
snakes are released back into the 
woods. 
 “It’s important to protect the 
local ecosystem because it has 
evolved over millions of years 

with specifi c creatures that live 
here,” said Palmer. “So when 
you introduce a new creature, it 
can throw off  everything.”
 Th e invasive habus then 
await pick-up from a member 
of the Okinawa Prefectural 
Government. 
 Palmer explained many peo-
ple in residential areas try to 
chase habus, but that’s a bad idea.
 “If you see a snake that you 

think is a habu, stop and back 
up,” said Palmer. “It sees you as 
a giant, it doesn’t see you as food 
and it doesn’t want to attack 
you, it wants you to go away. 
So just freeze, back away and 
99 percent of the time it will go 
back into the woods.” 
 While catching habus may 
seem routine for the members 
of the pest management shop, 
it’s still a very dangerous task. 

 “It’s always dangerous when 
you’re dealing with a venomous 
snake, that’s why we always trav-
el at least in pairs when we’re 
doing a snake call,” said Palmer. 
“Th ey can strike approximately 
half their body length so you 
always want to keep a good 
distance, but as long as you’re 
being careful and you have 
somebody watching your back 
it’s pretty safe.” 

^Airman 1st Class Adrianna Washington, 18th Civil Engineer 
Squadron pest management specialist, ties the net containing 
habu snakes Oct. 19, at Kadena Air Base. 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

   Senior Airman James Wheeler, 18th Civil Engineer 
Squadron pest management specialist, puts a 
Taiwanese Habu into a net Oct. 19, at Kadena Air Base. 
The Taiwanese Habu is an invasive species to Okinawa 
and must be removed to protect the natural ecosystem. 

^
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By Senior Airman
Stephen G. Eigel
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/25/2016 — Several Joint 
Public Epidemiological Action 
Center for Health members met 
with University of the Ryukyus 
professors and Okinawa Pre-
fectural Government represen-
tatives at U.S. Naval Hospital 
Department of Preventive Med-
icine, Camp Foster, Oct. 13.
 Fourteen diff erent military 
units across Okinawa make up 
the JPEACH team helping to 
combat preventative diseases 
such as Malaria and Japanese 
Encephalitis virus.
 Th e University of the Ryuky-
us and the OPG are spearhead-
ing projects aimed at preventing 
JEV and Malaria with added 
support from the JPEACH – the 
combined team achieves their 
goals of strengthening domestic 
and international medical re-
search networks. Th e Japanese 
central government started this 
initiative in 2015.
 “Pooling the Air Force and 
Navy data with the University 
of the Ryukyus and OPG will 
provide a more complete pic-
ture of mosquito-borne disease 
hazards for the island,” Air 
Force Col. John Cotton, 18th 
Aerospace Medicine Squadron 
commander said. “Th is will 
benefi t all Status of Forces 
Agreement members, as well as 
all Okinawans, because we will 
have a better understanding of 
the distribution of mosquito 

species that typically carry dis-
eases.” 
 According to a University 
of the Ryukyus fact sheet, the 
project is geared toward fi nding 
vaccines to combat diseases and 
also fi nding mosquito nests to 
study how they live and adapt.
 “We are working on the 
detection of diseases they could 
carry.” Cotton said. “Th e Air 
Force and the Navy preventive 
medicine teams on Okinawa 
welcome the opportunity to 
collaborate with local academic 
professionals and the OPG to 
help detect and prevent the 

spread of communicable dis-
eases on the island, and we are 
hopeful this will lead to other 
areas of mutual cooperation and 
a long-term relationship based 
on friendship and collegiality.”
 Cotton added through these 
missions the ability to detect the 
presence of diseases like Malar-
ia, JEV and Dengue fever earlier 
will be enhanced, allowing more 
time to warn the public and 
institute preventive measures.
 One way the JPEACH team 
hopes to accomplish this is to 
fi nd areas of collaboration with 
respect to vector-borne diseases 

(infections transmitted by the 
bite of infected arthropod spe-
cies, such as mosquitoes, ticks, 
triatomine bugs, sandfl ies, and 
blackfl ies). 
 “Specifi cally, the University 
of the Ryukyus is looking for 
results of mosquito trapping on 
the various bases and camps on 
the island,” said Cotton. “Th ey 
would like information on the 
species we trap, what diseases 
- if any - we fi nd, and the loca-
tions of where we trapped them. 
Th is information will be put in a 
map to create a hazard map for 
the island.”

 He added the university is 
performing research into the 
detection of leptospirosis (an 
infectious bacterial disease 
occurring in rodents, dogs and 
other mammals, which can be 
transmitted to humans) on the 
island. 
 “We are assisting the univer-
sity by performing environmen-
tal sampling on bases and camps 
on the island so they can create 
a more complete hazard map for 
leptospirosis,” said Cotton. “Th is 
could lead to us being able to 
better predict where and when 
it’s high-risk during the year.”
 He continued by explaining 
how collaboration between the 
teams increases the amount 
of data available and covers a 
larger geographical area. Th us, 
the understanding of where the 
diff erent disease-carrying mos-
quitoes reside will be increased 
leading to more accurate pre-
diction methods.
 “Sharing information in-
creases communication – po-
tentially creating a better work-
ing relationship to makes both 
sides aware of threats as they 
emerge,” Navy Cmdr. Michael P. 
Shusko, U.S. Navy Hospital Oki-
nawa director of public health 
said. “Th is can give both sides 
a better understanding of how 
they all work to accomplish the 
same goal.”
 Cotton added, “Ultimately, 
we are all focused on the same 
goal. Th e protection of all those 
who live on Okinawa.”

 (Courtesy photo)

U.S., Japan work together to combat diseases

^Several Joint Public Epidemiological Action Center for Health members meet with University of the Ryukyus professors and Okinawa Prefec-
tural Government representatives U.S. Naval Hospital Department of Preventive Medicine, Camp Foster, Oct. 13. The University of the Ryukyus 
and the OPG are spearheading translational research projects (scientifi c research that directly leads to interventions, technology, and methods 
that can be put into use) to prevent the spread of infectious disease across Okinawa. 
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By Senior Airman
Stephen G. Eigel
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/21/2016 — October is National Do-
mestic Violence Awareness Month. Th e 
18th Medical Group Family Advocacy 
Program sponsored a 13 km. Break the 
Cycle bike-a-thon Oct. 15, to bring 
awareness to the issue of domestic vio-
lence in hopes of decreasing the number 
of people aff ected.
 Each October, during Domestic Abuse 
Awareness Month, the Family Advocacy 
Program puts a special focus on the 
prevention of domestic violence in the 
Air Force to remind Airmen and the base 
community this is a year-round mission. 
 A 2011 research study by the National 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
looked at prevalence of intimate partner 

violence in the Air Force and found that 
nearly 20 percent of men and women in 
the Air Force are victims of IPV, with 
about four percent of the Air Force pop-
ulation reporting clinically signifi cant 
abuse, meaning the violent act resulted 
in some type of injury to the victim. 
 “Th ere are four categories when we 
talk about domestic abuse,” said Capt. 
Nancy B. DeLaney, 18th MDG Family 
Advocacy offi  cer and licensed Psycholo-
gist, Ph.D. “Th ere are physical, emotional, 
sexual and neglect. All of these are equal 
when it comes to hurting the victim.” 
 DeLaney added, domestic violence 
is an epidemic aff ecting people in every 
community, regardless of age, economic 
status, sexual orientation, gender, race, 
religion, or nationality. It can result in 
physical injury, psychological trauma, 

and in severe cases, death. Th e devastating 
physical, emotional, and psychological 
consequences of domestic violence can 
cross generations and can last a lifetime.
 According to the NCADV, in the Unit-
ed States, one in three women and one in 
four men have been physically abused by 
an intimate partner and IPV accounts for 
15 percent of all violent crime. 
 “Some people who are being abused 
feel like they can’t trust the system,” 
said DeLaney. “It’s important if you see 
something out of the ordinary, you speak 
up and say something.”
 DeLaney encourages victims of do-
mestic abuse to make more people aware 
of the situation because if more people 
know about it, safety and protection 
can increase. She also suggests involving 
neighbours, friends and children on what 
to do in a dangerous situation.
 Below is a list of resources to utilize 
if you or someone you know needs help 
combating domestic violence:
• Call 911 if in immediate danger
• Domestic Abuse Victim Advocate 24/7 

at 070-1428-0987
• Kadena Family Advocacy Program at 

634-0433. 
• Military OneSource http://www.

militaryonesource.mil
• National Domestic Violence Hotline at 

800-799-SAFE (7233) or http://www.
thehotline.org

• Department of Defense Child Abuse 
Safety and Violation Hotline at 800-
336-4592

• Love is Respect at http://www.
loveisrespect.org

If you look for a large arched green sign with some 
Japanese kanji letters on it on Kokusai street, that 
would be the entrance to this Heiwa dori sprawling 
off of Kokusai street.

Heiwa dori is a covered shopping arcade featuring 
many shops and vendors that sell local wares from 
stone Shisaa dogs which can be seen on almost 
all Okinawan homes and Mu-mu dresses to freshly 

fried Okinawan doughnuts and unique snacks that 
often provided at the tables of celebrations.

There is also Makishi public market located on one 
of the alleyways, which offers unique Okinawa food 
including pigs face skin, pigs ears, seaweed, sea 
grapes and such.

Heiwa dori is worth your time to glimpse Okinawan 
culture and even try their daily meals.

Heiwa Dori off of Kokusai Street

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)

Stop the violence: October is 
National Domestic Violence Awareness Month

^Members of Team Kadena, participate in a 13 km. Break the Cycle bike-a-thon Oct. 15. 
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353rd Special 
Operations 
Group hosts 
a spouse 
appreciation day
Spouses from the 353rd Special Operations Group received a 
familiarization fl ight on a MC-130J Commando II. The 353rd SOG 
hosted a day of activities at Kadena Air Base to honor military 
spouses, Oct. 6.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait) 

Team Kadena held a keyspouses breakfast

Team Kadena keyspouses pose for group photo after breakfast at the Kadena Offi cer’s Club, Oct. 21, at Kadena Air Base. This event was held as an annual recognition, and was 
hosted by the Airman and Family Readiness Center and more than 140 people attended from all of the groups and squadrons on Kadena.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)
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By Capt. Jessica Tait
353rd Special Operations Group Public Affairs
10/21/2016 - CLARK AIR BASE, 
Philippines — A diverse cross-section 
of personnel from the 353rd Special Op-
erations Group participated in bilateral 
exchanges with the Philippine Air Force 
at Clark Air Base and Mactan-Benito 
Ebuen Air Base from Sept. 15-30.
 Teak Piston is a joint-combined ex-
change training (JCET) conducted with 
several units from the Philippine Air Force 
to include the 220th Air Wing, 222nd Air-
lift  Squadron, 205th Tactical Helicopter 
Wing, 505th Search and Rescue Group, 
560th Air Wing, 210th Tactical Helicopter 
Squadron, 710th Special Operations Wing 
and the 600th Air Wing.
 “Our longstanding partnership with 
the Philippine Air Force is strengthened 
during engagement opportunities like Teak 
Piston,” said Maj. Mark Schmidt, Teak Pis-
ton mission commander. “Teak Piston was 
a success because we took the time to listen 
to the host nation and adapt our training 
to meet their needs. I’ve been so impressed 
with the professionalism of our partners 
and members of the 353rd SOG.”
 During the two week JCET, the 353rd 
SOG conducted over 200 hours of class-
room academic and hands-on training 
covering 30 topics including jungle surviv-
al, aircraft  and base security, and Low Cost 
Low Altitude (LCLA) airdrop procedures.
 “In addition to the exchanges with 
Special Tactics Airmen and Air Com-
mandos, we decided to expand the scope 
for engagements and include unit-to-
unit training with other sections from 

the 353rd SOG,” said Schmidt. “Aircraft  
maintainers, logistics personnel, SERE 
specialists and the Deployed Aircraft  
Ground Response Element hosted 
training and community relations events 
throughout the exercise.”
 Th ough traditionally hosted at Clark 
Air Base, the main body of the JCET 
moved to Mactan-Benito Ebuen Air Base 
in Cebu, Philippines in order to include 
more units from the Philippine Air Force.
 “Having personnel in both Clark and 
Cebu allowed us to have more meaning-
ful engagements,” said Schmidt. “Being 

able to work with more units in a training 
environment makes a huge diff erence 
when a real-world situation hits.”
 Training exercises such as JCETs allow 
the 353rd SOG to develop and strength-
en relationships with the host nations in 
the Pacifi c.
 “My expectations are always high 
when working with the Philippine Air 
Force,” said Capt. Blaze Dunn, 320th 
Special Tactics Squadron lead. “We foster 
friendships that exceed our time here and 
learn how to eff ectively work together for 
future contingencies.”

Teak Piston 2016 brings the 
353rd SOG to the Philippines

^Members of the 320th Special Tactics Squadron and Philippine Forward Air Controllers (PFACs) from the 710th 
Special Operations Wing pose for a group photo in front of Mount Pinatubo, a volcano located on the island of Luzon in 
the Philippines.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)
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By Petty Offi cer 2nd 
Class Joshua Walters
Patrol Squadron 47
10/22/2016 — Sailors with the 
Golden Swordsmen of Patrol 
Squadron (VP) 47 visited Ki-
mutaka Child Center in Okina-
wa, for a community relations 
(COMREL) project, Oct. 22.
 Six Sailors with VP-47 
dressed up, played games and 
passed out candy at a Hallow-
een party for the children at the 
Kimutaka child center.
 “Th e Halloween party for 
the kids was pretty fun,” said 

Petty Offi  cer 3rd Class Melvin 
Garrick. “Th ere were games 
set up in the gymnasium and it 
seemed like the children were 
having a blast getting candy and 
interacting with us”
 Not only was this COMREL 
fun for everyone involved, it 
was an opportunity to be great 
ambassadors and spreading the 
“Aloha” spirit to the people of 
Okinawa.
 “It is awesome to see how we 
all had fun with the kids and 
everyone dressed up,” said Petty 
Offi  cer 1st Class Maria Garcia. 

“It’s also nice to see that we are 
all on the same team and being 
great ambassadors representing 
the USA and spreading the 
“Aloha” spirit!”
 Th is is the Golden Swords-
men’s last deployment with the 
P-3C aircraft . VP-47 is the second 
of three Hawaii-based squadrons 
to make the move to Whidbey 
Island and transition to the P-8A.
 VP-47 is currently deployed 
to the U.S. 7th Fleet Area of 
Responsibility (AOR) at Kadena 
Air Base, and to the U.S. 4th Fleet 
AOR at Comalapa, El Salvador.

Golden Swordsmen participate in community relations project

^Seaman Amber Dietz, left, and Petty Offi cer 1st Class Maria Garcia, both with the Golden 
Swordsmen of Patrol Squadron (VP) 47, take a selfi e with a child at the Kimutaka Child Center 
in Okinawa, October 22, during a Halloween Party. 

    Mitsuo Nishishinya, 
Heshikiya district chief, front, 
led Rear Adm. Matthew Carter, 
commander of Naval Forces 
Japan and Navy Region Japan, 
4th from right, to the sacred 
sight of Agari No Utaki during 
the admiral's visit to Okinawa, 
Oct. 25. Recently members 
of the U.S. military and Japan 
Maritime Self-Defense Force 
helped clear the path to the 
site to help Okinawan families 
have easier access. Carter 
toured key infrastructure and 
met with Okinawan offi cials 
during a two-day visit to 
Okinawa in support of the 
U.S.-Japan alliance. 

(U.S. Navy photo by Petty Offi cer 2nd class Joshua E. Walters) 

CNFJ Commander 
visits Okinawa

^Rear Adm. Matthew Carter, commander of Naval Forces Japan and Navy Region Japan, greets 
Hiroshi Toyama, mayor of Kadena Town, prior to a tour of a new hangar on Kadena Air Base, Oct. 25.

 (U.S. Navy photo by Petty Offi cer 2st Class Benjamin Stevens)

(U.S. Navy photo by Petty Offi cer 1st Class Steven Khor)

^
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Kadena and Camp Foster emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 

everyone to program their cell phones 

with the emergency numbers. To report an 

emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-

5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For 

Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 

from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

Schilling Community Center parking lot closure
Due to preparation for the upcoming two 

concerts in October, the Schilling Community 

Center’s parking lot will be closed partially from 

Oct. 5 through Nov. 3, as well as Oct. 28, the 

parking lot will be closed entirely. We apologize 

for any inconvenience that may cause.

Post Office holiday mailing deadlines
From the US to Kadena mailing timeframes:
Express Mail - Guaranteed service 3-5 days

Priority Mail - 7-21 days

Parcel Post or Space Available Mail - At a 

minimum, 6 weeks to arrive in Okinawa.

Cutoff dates for delivery by Dec. 24:
Space Available Mail (SAM) – Nov. 7

Priority/First Class Mail – Nov. 28

Express Mail – Dec. 10

From Kadena to the US mailing timeframes:
Express Mail - Guaranteed service 3-5 days

Priority Mail - 7-14 days

Parcel Post or Space Available Mail - 15-30 days

Cutoff dates for delivery by Dec. 24:
Space Available Mail (SAM) - Sat Nov. 19

Priority/First Class Mail – Nov. 30

Express Mail – Dec. 14

Post Office closures
Nov. 11 - Veterans Day / Nov. 18 - Squadron 

Function.

Post Office Holiday Schedule
Parcel pick-up hours:
Nov. 26 - Dec. 23, Mon-Sat, 9a.m.-7p.m. 

(Additional 2 hours Mon-Fri and Sat will have 

additional 5 hours of pick-up service)  

Finance Mailing Hours:
Nov. 26 - Dec. 23, Mon-Sat, 9a.m.-5p.m.

Starting on Nov. 26, fi nance section will be 

open 6 days a week / If you have fi ve or more 

packages, call 634-1351 for an appointment.

For more information or any questions, call 

Post Offi ce 634-4458.

Road Construction
Government of Japan contractors will be 

preforming construction on base to install 

new sewer manholes and pipes from 8 a.m. 

to 6 p.m. on the following roads:

· Arnold Ave:  Oct. 1 to Nov. 30

· Davis Ave:  Dec. 1, 2016 to Jan. 31, 2017

· Douglas Blvd and McKennon Ave: Nov. 1 to Dec. 31

For more information, contact Eishin Hiyajo 

at 634-4285 or by email at eishin.hiyajo.jp@

us.af.mil.

Green Dot Meme Contest
We are running a Green Dot meme contest 

from now until Nov. 10. Both active auty 

and civilian personnel are encouraged to 

participate. Submissions will be graded on 

originality, humor, creativity and incorporating 

the Green Dot message. Teams of 1-4 poeple 

are encouraged to submit their meme to 

gena.schneider.3@us.af.mil. 

1st Place: 24hr Commander’s Pass (active 

duty only)

2nd Place: Green Dot Gear

3rd Place: Green Dot Gear

For additional questions or concerns please 

contact Gena Schneider, SPPV at gena.

schneider.3@us.af.mil.

Risner Fitness Center Closure
Due to Kadena Special Olympics, the Risner 

Fitness Center will be closed for public usage 

Friday, Nov. 4 at midnight. Only event-related 

activities will be allowed. We will reopen for 

public usage on Sat, Nov. 5 by 6 p.m. We 

apologize for any inconvenience. 

Team Kadena Quarterly Awards
Due to the Chief of Staff of the Air Force and 

Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force visit, the 

Team Kadena quarterly awards has been 

changed to Thur, Nov. 3 at 2:30 p.m. at the 

Keystone Theater.

Furnishing Management Office Closure
The Furnishing Management Offi ce and FMO 

Self-Help will be closed all day, Wed, Nov. 2 

and Fri, Nov. 18.  For emergency assistance, 

please contact 634-HOME (4663)

TMO Limited Cargo Operations
Traffi c Management Offi ce cargo movements 

will have limited operations due to our 

shipping system shutting down for upgrades 

from Oct. 31-Nov. 5. This upgrade will affect 

both inbound and outbound cargo movement. 

Outbound cargo will only accept high priority 

shipments during this time; e.g. 999, MICAP, 

Green Sheet, or other shipments deemed 

high priority by your unit commander.  Both 

offi ces may experience slower processing 

times during the outage, as well as the 

following week as we adjust to the upgrade.  

For more information, contact Master Sgt. 

Adrianne Paul at 634-5324 or Tech. Sgt. 

Curtis Hoofman at 632-6532.

Free Yoga class at USO Kadena
USO Kadena offers free DDPYoga class - cardio 

workout, increased fl exibility, core strengthening, 

minimal joint impact, for all fi tness levels! Try 

the #1 voted workout program on the planet for 

free at USO Kadena! Please check out the USO 

Kadena Facebook: Facebook.com/USOKadena 

for dates and times.  Class is free, you will just 

need: a mat, water, towel, and if possible a heart 

rate monitor.

Kadena High School Spanish Club Raises Aware-
ness and Funds for Artists in Central America 
From Oct. 24 to Nov. 4, Kadena High School’s 

Spanish Club will be selling hand-woven 

bracelets, or ‘pulseras’ in Spanish, to empower 

the artists who make them in Nicaragua and 

Guatemala. The sale was organized through 

the Pulsera Project, a nonprofi t organization 

that empowers and educates young people in 

the U.S. and Central America through pulsera 

sales. Student and teacher volunteers raise 

funds that benefi t fair trade jobs, worker 

rights, sustainability, and education, while 

learning about the culture, lives, and struggles 

of Central Americans. The Pulsera Project’s 

goal is to create a more just and colorful world 

by encouraging conscious consumerism 

and social enterprise. For more information 

visit www.pulseraproject.org. If you would 

like to support this project by purchasing a 

“pulsera” please contact, Elizabeth Elansari 

at elizabeth.elansari@pac.dodea.edu

3rd Okinawa International Music 
Festival concert singers needed
Sing a Beethoven’s Symphony 9th with soprano 

vocal Eva Mei and 300 vocalists, Feb. 12, 2017, 

2 p.m. at Convention Center in Ginowan City. We 

are looking for singers. Song will be in German. 

Cost is 10,000 yen to join the choir. There are 

10-12 practices before the main event. Practice 

place will be in Urasoe City, Ginowan City, 

Okinawa City - must attend the practices. For 

more information, please contact Mr. Shinohara, 

098-951-3600 (Japanese translator needed).

UPCOMING EVENTS
Armed Forces Communications & Electronics 
Association (AFCEA) Monthly Meeting
AFCEA would like to welcome you to the 

monthly meeting the fi rst Thursday of each 

month at the Kadena Offi cer’s Club from 

11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. NTT DoCoMo will 

educate us on the Japanese mobile network, 

which counts towards your CEUs for any 

network certifi cation. For more information, 

contact Tech. Sgt. Brenda Squires or any 

board member at chapteroffi cers@okinawa.

afceachapters.org
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Kadena’s 2nd Annual Veteran’s Day Parade
Kadena’s 2nd Annual Veteran’s Day Parade will be 

held on Nov. 11, we will have representation from 

our Armed Forces around the island; including 

specialized units, groups, and students from our 

surrounding DoDDs schools.  If you would like to 

participate in the parade, please contact Master 

Sgt. McFall, monique.mcfall@us.af.mil. If you 

would like to volunteer for security and/or crowd 

control, please contact Master Sgt. Stemick, chad.

stemick@us.af.mil

CEG Haunted House VIII
The 18th Civil Engineer Group invites you to come 

to our haunted house located in building 4048 by 

Karing Kennels and gate 3. It is scheduled to be 

open Oct 29, 30, 31 from 7-11 p.m. Come enjoy 

a spooky time! We will have a haunted house, a 

bouncy house, a snack bar and a projector screen 

playing scary movies. Admission is $5 for adults 

and $3 for children 10 and under.

UMUC Asia’s Bridge Program
UMUC Asia’s Bridge Program is a one-year 

academic ESL program that prepares non-native 

English-speaking students to become college 

students, and is designed to improve fundamental 

speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills in 

academic English. From Nov. 28-Dec. 1, the Bridge 

Program offers the opportunity to observe actual 

classes. Those with and without base access are 

invited to attend. Please contact bridgeprogram-

asia@umuc.edu by Nov. 11 to sign up.   

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteers Needed at Kadena Middle 
School
The KDMS Students Taking Academic 

Responsibility (STAR) Program is looking for 30 

volunteers to serve as mentors for the students. 

The duties will consist of assisting students with 

academic assignments who are enrolled in the 

STAR program. The volunteers will meet at Ryukyu/

Kadena Middle School on Kadena Air Base Bldg. 

1984. The attire will be Civilian clothing or uniform 

and aletter and/or Certifi cate of appreciation will 

be given. All volunteers will receive a brief training 

prior to working with students. We would prefer for 

volunteers to be able to commit to volunteering 

either on Wednesday or Thursday on a weekly 

basis.  For more information, contact Natarsha 

Baker at  Natarsha.baker@pac.dodea.edu or at 

634-0217.

Post office volunteers
The post offi ce is looking for volunteers for the 

holidays. Volunteers must be 16 or older and are 

required to attend a mini postal training. Training will be 

conducted every Tuesday in Nov. starting at 8 a.m. For 

more information, contact Staff Sgt. Lakendrick Moore 

at lakendrick.moore@us.af.mil  or call 634-2329.For any 

questions please call Directory at DSN 634-4458.

Youth Wresting Tournament volunteers
The Gladiator Junior Wrestling league’s fall season 

is kicking off and we need volunteers to help run 

the tournaments. Positions include setup/break 

down teams, time keepers and score keepers and. 

No experience needed. Tournaments are held on 

Camp Foster and Futenma on either Sat or Sun 

and usually last around 3-4 hours. Free lunch and 

snacks will be provided to volunteers and those 

who help out with two tournaments get a free shirt. 

Referees and coaches are also needed.  For more 

information, contact Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis 

at corey.pettis95@gmail.com or 634-3813.

Kadena High School seeking native 
Spanish speaking volunteers
The Kadena High School Foreign Language 

Department is seeking native Spanish speakers to 

volunteer in some of the Spanish classrooms to interact 

with students in Spanish. Speakers are needed during 

the school day, from 7:30 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. and the days 

are fl exible. For more information, contact Elizabeth 

Elansari at elizabeth.elansari@pac.dodea.

Turkey Trot Volunteers
The Risner Fitness Center is looking for 10 

volunteers to serve as road guards and water 

station personnel for the Turkey Trot 5K on Sat, 

Nov. 12. The volunteers will meet at Risner Fitness 

Center at 7 a.m. on the day of the event to receive 

safety briefi ng. The attire will be comfortable civilian 

clothing.For more information, contact Staff. Sgt. 

Rizzete Howard at rizzete.howard@us.af.mil or 634-

8818, or Senior Airman Sarah Lampson at sarah.

lampson@us.af.mil or 634-5128.

Kadena High School College and Career Night
Kadena High School Co-Sponsored by Kadena 

and Kubasaki High School needs representatives 

to speak with students about admissions, college 

life, and pass out informational brochures and 

promotional items for College and Career Night 

Nov. 3 from 5-8 p.m.  For more information, contact 

David Gertz at theron.Gertz@pac.dodea.edu

O C T O B E R  2 8 ,  2 0 16 S A M U R A I  G A T E 11



O C T O B E R  2 8 ,  2 0 1612 S A M U R A I  G A T E


