


Brig. Gen. Barry R. Cornish
18th Wing Commander

18th Wing Commander wishes Team Kadena Happy Holidays  

Cover photos
Members of the 18th 
Component Maintenance 
Squadron engine test 
facility, run an F-15 Eagle 
engine at full afterburner 
while checking for leaks 
and any other issues 
Jan.5, at Kadena Air 
Base.

A 44th Fighter Squadron 
F-15 Eagle prepares to 
taxi March 18, at Kadena 
Air Base. Kadena pilots 
participated in training to 
hone and maintain their 
wartime readiness.

An E-3B Sentry, from the 
961st Airborne Air Control 
Squadron, Kadena Air 
Base, takes off during 
Exercise Cope Tiger 16, 
on Korat Royal Thai Air 
Force Base, Thailand, 
March 10. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Aaron Oelrich)

A 909th Air Refueling 
Squadron KC-135 
Stratotanker receives 18th 
Aeromedical Evacuation 
Squadron cargo Sept. 12, 
at Kadena Air Base. 

A HH-60G Pave Hawk 
helicopter assigned to the 
33rd Rescue Squadron 
performs in-fl ight 
refueling with a MC-130J 
Commando II from the 
17th Special Operations 
Squadron during a training 
exercise Nov. 4, off the 
coast of Okinawa.

Maintainers assigned 
to the 67th Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit tow F-15 
Eagles into an aircraft 
hangar Aug. 24, at Kadena 
Air Base. Swing shift 
maintainers service and 
repair all fi ghter aircraft 
every night in order to 
sustain Kadena’s constant 
mission readiness.  

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

T
eam Kadena,
As we welcome this holiday 
season, I would like to thank 

every Airman, Marine, Soldier, Sailor, 
Civilian and family member for the 
sacrifi ces you make each day for our 
country and your dedication to peace 
and stability in the Pacifi c. Together, we 
make up an essential force in support 
of the United States’ commitments in 
the Pacifi c region as well as the mutual 
defense of Japan.

 Th e holidays are a great time of year 
for you to take the time to relax, unwind 
and spend time with friends and 
family as we continue to serve in the 
world’s greatest fi ghting force.  We must 
remember to take care of our wingmen, 
especially on Okinawa, where many of 
our fellow service men and women may 
be spending the holidays away from 
their families for the fi rst time.  
 Sacrifi ces such as these are a true 
testament to the strength of character 

you demonstrate, a dedication to 
freedom so profound that you are 
willing to give of yourself to defend the 
freedoms of others, both near and afar.
 So I would like to thank you on 
behalf of myself, my family, your fellow 
service men and women, and our great 
nation. Please enjoy this holiday season, 
be smart, and stay safe.
 Best wishes from my family to yours 
throughout the holidays and into the 
New Year! 

By Capt. Eric Sherman
1st Battalion, 1st Air Defense 
Artillery 
12/8/2015 — Th e 1-1 Air 
Defense Artillery hosted 
the fourth-annual Okinawa 
Missile Defender of the Year 
Banquet Nov. 22 here.
 Th e event that has come to 
embody the spirit of the air 
defense artillery community 
in Okinawa, as well as the rest 
of the Pacifi c. Sponsored by 
the Missile Defense Advocacy 
Alliance, this yearly banquet 
seeks to highlight and recog-
nize Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, 
and Marines from U.S. and 
Japanese military organiza-
tions who demonstrate profi -
ciency on air defense systems 
and who enable theater air 
defense through direct coordi-
nation with air defense assets 
and organizations.
 Mr. Riki Ellison, Founder 
of the MDAA, has been spon-
soring Missile Defender of 
the Year Banquets since 2010, 
with the goal of increasing 
awareness of ballistic missile 
defense around the world. 
His alliance has recognized 
missile defenders from all four 
branches, as well as bilateral 
partners around the world.
 Th is year’s banquet in Oki-
nawa recognized and awarded 
34 exceptional servicemen and 
women from the 1st Battalion, 
1st Air Defense Artillery, 961st 
Airborne Air Control Squad-
ron, 623rd Air Control Squad-
ron, 5th Air Defense Missile 

Group, and 15th Anti-Aircraft  
Artillery Regiment. Th ere 
were also members of each 
awardee’s senior leadership in 
attendance, including: Lt. Gen. 
Jyunichi Araki, Southwestern 
Composite Air Division 
commander; Maj. Gen. James 
Pasquarette, U.S. Army Japan 
commander, and Brig. Gen. 
Sean Gainey, Commander of 
the 94th Army Air and Missile 
Defense Command.
 Each awardee received an 
autographed jersey and foot-
ball from Ellison, a 3-time Su-
per Bowl Champion, as well as 
the Missile Defense Advocacy 
Alliance Medal, and excellence 
coins from their senior leaders. 
Th e most memorable portion 

of the evening, however, came 
as each awardee exited the stage 
aft er receiving their gift s, when 
their autographed football was 
thrown to them by Ellison.
 One of the 1-1 ADA 
Awardees commented on his 
opinion of the event, saying “...
the event was great. Being rec-
ognized for your hard work day 
in and day out, and having Riki 
Ellison throw footballs at you 
all night sounds like the perfect 
event to me.” Needless to say, 
footballs fl ying through the 
air while service members are 
wearing their dress uniforms 
makes for an exciting night 
all around. Th ere were some 
NFL-worthy catches, making 
for an eventful evening.

Army hosts Okinawa Missile 
Defender of the Year Banquet
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 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis) 

^The 1-1 Air Defense Artillery hosted the 3rd-annual Okinawa Missile Defender of the 
Year Banquet at Kadena Air Base, Nov. 22. Each awardee received an autographed jersey 
and football from Ellison, a 3-time Super Bowl Champion, as well as the Missile Defense 
Advocacy Alliance Medal, and excellence coins from their senior leaders.
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By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
12/12/2015 — Forklift s are driven 
to and fro in a warehouse as cargo is 
transported to pallets and readied for the 
long trip ahead. Airmen work quickly to 
tie down the cargo and as levers crank 
straps taught, and the package is secured, 
another forklift  appears with another 
package and the Airmen start the process 
again – like clockwork.
 Th e 18th Munitions Squadron prac-
ticed readiness with a Tactical Ammu-
nition Rapid Response Package exercise, 
Dec. 6, on Kadena.
 As a week-long exercise, TARRP tests 
the squadron’s ability to complete specifi c 
orders of munitions in a short amount of 
time. 
 “Today’s exercise is part of a unique 
mission we have here at Kadena,” said 
Capt. William Hinchey, 18th MUNS 
operations offi  cer. “Th e only other base 
in the Air Force with this mission is 
Ramstein Air Base, Germany. We do this 
twice a year and the uniqueness of this 
one is that we are combining this exercise 
with our real world mission of munitions 
build up.” 
 Every missile, container and pallet 
built is inspected numerous times during 
the exercise, regardless of the specifi c sim-
ulated mission tasking to ensure safety.
 “Th e 18th Munitions Squadron is the 
munitions depot for the entire Pacifi c,” 
said Hinchey. “In fact, the 18th MUNS 
is the biggest munitions storage area in 
the Air Force. We provide support to 
both Kadena Air Base and the various 
missions in and around the Pacifi c.”

 According to Hinchey, the muni-
tions storage area covers an estimated 
164-acres of land and has approximately 
116-miles of road, which is one of the 
reasons Kadena has the TARRP mission.
 During the exercise, Staff  Sgt. Beau 
Bridges, 18th MUNS production super-
visor, monitored the start and stop times 
with each bomb build. 
 “When we get an order for munitions, 
we need to be able to complete it quick, 
fast and in a hurry,” Bridges said. “Our 
job is to make sure munitions are ready 
to go downrange.”
 To pass the exercise, each completed 
pallet must receive proper inspection and 
information documentation by Airmen 

of the 18 MUNS, together with the 18th 
Logistics Readiness Squadron and 733rd 
Air Mobility Squadron. Once the chains 
and straps are aligned and tightened, the 
pallets are ready to be sent on their way. 
 “We have a timeline for when people 
need these munitions downrange,” 
Bridges said. “We have very strict guide-
lines we need to adhere to for safety and 
profi ciency. We need to be able to do this 
at a moment’s notice.”
 Even though the TARRP exercise 
simulates how the squadron would 
respond in times of war, the Airmen of 
18th MUNS handle live munitions con-
stantly and every care is given to follow 
procedures. Nothing is simulated in how 

dangerous the munitions truly are.
 “None of this mission would be possi-
ble without the collaboration and exper-
tise of our Okinawan partners,” Bridges 
said. “As we constantly rotate personnel 
in-and-out of Kadena, the civilians are 
the constant. Th ey are very experienced 
and help train new personnel allowing us 
to stay profi cient.”
 According to Bridges, the 18th MUNS 
both the Pacfi c Command Th eater and 
taskings from around the world. 
 “Th e Airmen of the 18th MUNS do an 
outstanding job,” Hinchey said. “Th ey are 
truly professional and are ready to work 
at a moment’s notice. It’s awesome to see 
what we can make happen.”

18th Munitions Squadron conducts TARRP

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

   Airmen tie down and secure 
munitions to pallets during a Tactical 
Ammunition Rapid Response 
Package exercise Dec. 6, at Kadena 
Air Base. The TARRP exercise 
simulates how the squadron would 
rapidly prepare munition packages for 
transport downrange in times of war.

^Staff Sgt. Beau 
Bridges reports 
the build time of a 
munitions package 
during a Tactical 
Ammunition Rapid 
Response Package 
exercise Dec. 6, at 
Kadena Air Base.

^
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Nick Emerick)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

Airmen of the 18th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron and 
a U.S. Navy Seabees of 
Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 3 use a Link Belt 
40-ton crane to fold down 
the tail fi n of a KC-135 
Stratotanker Jan. 14, at 
Kadena Air Base. Airmen 
and Seabees coordinated a 
joint operation to replace a 
worn out rudder on the tail 
section of the aircraft. 

^Yoshikana Taira, Rocker NCO Club cook, prepares a turkey for 
guests attending a New Year’s Eve party at the Rocker NCO club Dec. 31, 
2015, at Kadena Air Base. The Rocker NCO Club is closing down to make 
way for a new club complex. 

Airmen with the 
33rd Helicopter 
Maintenance Unit 
load an HH-60 
Pave Hawk into a 
C-17 Globemaster 
III, Jan 26, on 
the fl ight line 
at Kadena Air 
Base. The C-17 is 
capable of rapid 
strategic delivery 
of troops and all 
types of cargo to 
main operating 
bases or directly 
to forward bases 
in the deployment 
area.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

^Lt. Col. Jonathan Burdick, 909th Air Refueling Squadron commander, 
shows Japan Air Self-Defense Force Lt. Col. Takahiro Seki, 404th ARS 
commander, the cockpit of the KC-135 Stratotanker Jan. 22, at Kadena 
Air Base. Both commanders were able to talk over their positions as 
commanders and pilots. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Maeson L. Elleman)

^Capt. Christopher Thompson, 909th Air 
Refueling Squadron KC-135 Stratotanker pilot, 
scans the horizon for other aircraft during Forceful 
Tiger Jan. 28, near Okinawa. The 909th ARS, which 
is charged with supplying fuel to other aircraft in 
fl ight, delivered a total of 1.3 million pounds of fuel 
to more than 130 aircraft during the large force 
exercise.

J A N U A RY
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

Senior Airman Zach Harmon, 17th Special Operations Squadron 
MC-130J Commando II loadmaster, observes a 33rd Rescue 
Squadron HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter air-to-air refueling 
during a training exercise Feb. 17, off the coast of Okinawa. The 
17th SOS simulated a quick-reaction, full-force sortie that tested 
the unit’s mobilization of the entire MC-130J fl eet. 

   Team 
Kadena crowd 
members greet 
runners during 
the Okinawa 
Marathon 
Feb. 21, at 
Kadena Air 
Base. As part of 
a wide-reaching 
community 
relations 
program, Kadena 
is the only 
military base 
to participate 
with hosting 
marathons in 
Japan. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Maeson L. Elleman) 

^Lt. Col. Brandon Tellez, 525th Fighter Squadron commander, taxis 
his F-22 Raptor for takeoff Feb. 17, at Kadena Air Base. Four Raptors 
from the 525th FS stationed at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson 
conducted a combined formation fl ight alongside Republic of Korea 
U.S. Air Force fi ghter aircraft in the vicinity of Osan Air Base, South 
Korea, to demonstrate the capabilities of the ROK-U.S. Alliance Feb. 17. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

^Staff Sgt. Kyle Brotherton, 18th Component Maintenance 
Squadron F-15 Eagle crew chief, assists spouses from the 
44th Fighter Squadron with a challenge during Team Kadena 
Spouses’ Amazing Race Feb. 24, at Kadena Air Base. During 
this particular challenge, team members had to arrange a set 
of tools correctly and fi nd a tool that was incorrectly labeled.  (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

 (Courtesy photo)

   U.S. Army Maj. General 
Jim Pasquarette, U.S. Army 
Japan and I Corps (Forward) 
commander, presents the 
Order of Saint Barbara 
medal to U.S. Air Force Lt. 
Col. Daniel Biehl, 623rd Air 
Control Flight commander, 
Feb. 19, at Camp Foster. The 
award, usually reserved for 
U.S. Army and Marine Corps 
artillerymen, was presented 
to Biehl for demonstrating 
the highest standards of 
integrity and moral character, 
displaying an outstanding 
degree of professional 
competence and contributing 
to the promotion of the Field 
Artillery or Air Defense 
Artillery. 

^

^

FEBRUARY
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

^Members of the Women’s History Month retreat ceremony fl ag 
detail walk by the formation during the Women’s History Month retreat 
ceremony March 31, at Kadena Air Base. The formation honored 
women who serve in the military past and present. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

^18th Civil Engineer Squadron fi refi ghters and Japan Air Self-Defense Force aircrews conduct aircraft barrier 
recovery training March 15, at Naha Air Base. The two units conducted fl ight line training to enhance readiness in the 
event of JASDF aircraft emergencies requiring Kadena Air Base support.

44th Aircraft Maintenance Unit Airmen scramble 
to prepare F-15 Eagles during a no-notice exercise 
March 18, at Kadena Air Base. Kadena Airmen 
train night and day to prepare for potential 
real-world scenarios to ensure peace and stability 
throughout the Indo-Asia Pacifi c region. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

   Okinawan 
teenagers take 
selfi es with 
U.S. Air Force 
Band of the 
Pacifi c-Asia 
members 
March 14, 
after the show 
at the Pallet 
Civic Theater 
in Naha. 
The Pacifi c 
Showcase 
jazz ensemble 
thanked 
attendees for 
attending their 
performance.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

^Col. Steven McCain, Pacifi c Air Forces command chaplain, delivers 
a speech during an annual National Prayer Luncheon March 2, at Kadena 
Air Base. McCain encouraged audience members to consider their own 
spirituality and promote wingmanship with each other. 

^

M A R C H
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   Airman 1st Class Terry 
Gilman, 18th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron fuels 
distribution operator, pulls 
out a hose to refuel an 
aircraft April 13, at Kadena 
Air Base. Petroleum, oil 
and lubricant Airmen fuel 
the fi ght and are vital in 
keeping aircraft ready to 
go. The 18th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron 
has won the prestigious 
American Petroleum 
Institute award.  The API 
award has been a distinct 
honor among Air Force 
fuels management fl ights 
for 50 years. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

^Capt. Brenden Wetzbarger, 44th Fighter Squadron pilot, shows Kadena Middle School 
students the bottom of an F-15 Eagle during a STEM-oriented fi eld trip April 22, at Kadena 
Air Base. Fighter pilots explained how Science, Technology, Engineering and Math research 
has propelled a continuous stream of technical capabilities throughout the Air Force. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)

^Col. David Mineau, 18th Operations Group commander, presents the new 623rd Aircraft 
Control Squadron guidon to Lt. Col. Daniel Biehl, 623 ACS commander, during a re-designation 
ceremony April 15, at Kadena Air Base. The 623rd Air Control Flight “Lightsword” transitioned 
back into a squadron for the fi rst time in more than 20 years.

^Airmen from the 18th Civil Engineer Squadron perform self-aid and 
buddy care after a simulated attack during a training exercise at the 
Silver Flag training site April 5, on Kadena Air Base. 18th CES members 
enhanced unit readiness by conducting nighttime airfi eld damage repair 
training in conjunction with SABC scenarios. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

^

^Women and men march shoulder-to-shoulder during the Take Back 
the Night April 29, at Kadena Air Base. Kadena’s Take Back the Night is a 
rally, a march and a time to refl ect.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

A P R I L
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   Wing Inspection 
Team member 
ensures an 18th 
Security Forces 
Squadron member 
adequately clears 
his M-9 handgun 
following an active 
shooter exercise 
using simulated 
ammunition May 4, 
at Kadena Air 
Base. The scenario 
was the fi rst of 
its kind held at 
Kadena where the 
simulated gunman 
and security forces 
responders were 
authorized the use 
of the simunition, 
aiding the overall 
realism of the 
exercise. 

^

^

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Maeson L. Elleman) 

  Staff Sgt. Paul Fox, 
18th Aerospace Medicine 
Squadron administration 
services NCO in charge, 
is harnessed to a stretcher 
as part of a fi eld training 
day May 20, at Area 
One, Kadena Air Base. 
Airmen from public health, 
bioenvironmental, fl ight 
medicine, aeromedical 
staging fl ight, optometry, 
aerospace physiology, 
and theater preventive 
medicine led hands-on 
training activities in order to 
better prepare establishing 
and supporting an 
operational site in a 
deployed environment. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

^Airmen and Marines gather around a display model to go over the joint airfi eld damage repair exercise 
May 19, at Kadena Air Base. During the exercise, both services learned from each other and improved the 
operations between each of the services involved. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

M A Y

^Senior Airman Talia lamanuzzi, 366th Equipment Maintenance 
Squadron bomb inspector, and Airman 1st Class Jacob Israel, 18th 
Munitions Squadron munitions crew chief, torque the head onto a “Big 
Bomb” during a week-long Pacifi c Air Forces Combat Ammunition 
Production Exercise May 16, at Kadena Air Base. Units from Air Combat 
Command and Pacifi c Air Forces participated in the exercise to test the 
munitions Airmen’s ability to build ammunition for wartime aircraft.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel) 
^A U.S. Army Soldier from the 1-1 Air Defense 
Artillery Headquarters and Headquarters Battalion 
wears mission-oriented protective posture gear  
while she scrubs a military vehicle during a joint 
decontamination exercise May 12, at Kadena Air 
Base. This was the fi rst time in recent history that 
the 1-1 ADA partnered with Air Force chemical, 
biological, radiological and nuclear decontamination 
experts for joint training in this capacity. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Maeson L. Elleman)
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

^Senior Airman Ja’Mesha Pratt, 
18th Operations Support Squadron 
airfi eld systems technician, poses for 
a photo June 15, at Kadena Air Base. 
Pratt heroically saved the lives of two 
local Okinawans after witnessing them 
involved in a terrible accident. She pulled 
them from their overturned vehicle and 
applied Self-Aid and Buddy care until 
fi rst-responders arrived.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

^Tech. Sgt. Kahlila Mutidi, Air Force Sergeants Association 
Chapter 1553 outreach committee lead and 18th Civil Engineer 
Group safety manager, helps Miku Hanashiro, Promise Keepers 
volunteer, carry a box of clothes, June 2, at Kadena Air Base. 
Kadena’s Air Force Sergeants Association Chapter 1553 assisted 
Promise Keepers, a local non-profi t organization, with gathering 
clothes to donate to the local community. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)

^Staff Sgt. Clifford Crawford, 31st Rescue Squadron pararescue element leader, sits in an HH-60 Pave Hawk on the fl ight line 
at Kadena Air Base, June 27.  He won the 2016 Air Force Service Member of the Year award for demonstrating a high level of 
professionalism, concern for fellow service members, and commitment to community service during the Nepal Earthquakes in 2015. 

   Airman 1st Class Sean 
Woolridge, Staff Sgt. Riley 
Smith, 33rd Helicopter 
Maintenance Unit crew 
chiefs and Jon Miller, 33rd 
Rescue Squadron special 
mission aviator, complete a 
hoist inspection June 20, at 
Kadena Air Base. The 33rd 
HMU trained in preparation 
for Exercise Pacifi c Thunder, 
an exercise in the Indo-Asia 
Pacifi c theater which tests 
readiness for search and 
rescue operations.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

^   Lt. Gen. John Dolan, U.S. Forces 
Japan and 5th Air Force commander, 
speaks with members of the 18th 
Wing June 28, at Kadena Air Base. 
The focus of his visit was to express 
the importance of the Status of Forces 
Agreement and the Treaty of Mutual 
Cooperation and Security between the 
governments of the United States of 
America and Japan, while also laying 
out what they clearly state and how it 
affects members of the U.S. Forces 
in Japan. Dolan also used the visit as 
an opportunity to highlight exceptional 
performers from across the wing.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

^

J U N E
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Moon Ocean Ginowan
2016-2017 Guide To New Year’s 
Eve and New Year’s Events
NEW YEAR’S DAY 1 Jan. 2017 (Sun)
Tea Refreshments with Live “Koto” 
Performance
We invite you to a relaxing moment with 
fi ne powdered green tea and beautiful 
timbre of Japanese traditional 13 strings 
instrument. (Koto) Time: Tea Time / 
9:30-11:30 (Tea Ceremony in accordance 
to “Omote-Senk” school-Shofu-Kao) Live 
“Koto” Performance / 9:30-10:00 / 11:00-
11:30 (Performed by Yoko Onaga Koto 
school) Venue / Ground Floor Lobby

New Year’s Rice-Cake Making 
Performance
NEW YEAR’S EVE / NEW YEAR’S DAY
31 Dec. 2016 (Sat) - 1 Jan. 2017 (Sun)

Welcome Service - Variety of Okinawan 
Confectioneries
We invite you to come and enjoy a 
moment of relaxation tasting variety of 
confectioneries from Okinawa. Time / 
15:00-16:00 Venue / Ground Floor Lobby

You can enjoy all of the above events 
at Moon Ocean Ginowan and Hotel 
Moon Beach free of charge. all above 
events will conclude in accordance 
to the time indicated.
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 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft) 

Airman 1st Class Marc Hicks, 18th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron crew chief, guides an F-15 
Eagle July 29, at Kadena Air Base. The Eagle was 
piloted by Lt. Col. James McFarland, 67th Fighter 
Squadron commander, when it reached its 10,000 
fl ight hours mark. This fl ight was also McFarland’s 
fi nal fl ight as the commander.

^A 44th Fighter Squadron F-15 Eagle taxis past a C-17 Globemaster III assigned to Joint Base Lewis-McChord, 
Wash., July 28, at Kadena Air Base. Kadena supports Air Force commitments in the Pacifi c region as well as all 
U.S. and allied partner interests from all over the world. 

^ Airman 1st Class Zahn Hicks, 18th Security Forces 
Squadron response force member, takes down an 
attacker in a red-man suit after being sprayed in the 
eyes with OC spray during training July 13, at Kadena 
Air Base. Security forces member have to be ready for 
any situation, including being sprayed with OC spray 
and still having to fi ght back and subdue an attacker.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

   A deployed aircraft 
ground response element 
Airman with the 353rd 
Special Operations 
Support Squadron stops 
a group of simulated 
refugees to search 
before bringing them 
on the aircraft during 
an exercise July 27, 
at Kadena Air Base. 
The DAGRE team has 
to be able to handle a 
wide range of special 
operations missions, so 
they routinely practice 
different scenarios they 
might encounter.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

^Belinda Pugh, 18th Force Support Squadron 
resource librarian, explains a display during a tour 
of the library to local Okinawan librarians July 13, at 
Kadena Air Base. The purpose of the tour was for 
local Okinawan librarians to familiarize themselves 
with American culture so they can set up an “American 
corner” in their libraries. 

^

J U L Y



By 18th Wing Public Affairs
7/25/2016 — Th e 909th Air Refueling 
Squadron recently surpassed 45 years at 
Kadena Air Base. It continues to deliver 
world-wide air-to-air refueling support 
to all branches of the U.S. Military and 
allied partners.
 Th roughout the squadron’s history, 
Airmen of the 909th enabled a broad 
range of Airpower capabilities that 
helped maintain stability in the In-
do-Asia Pacifi c region. Although tasked 
with day-to-day support of numerous 
higher headquarter missions, the squad-
ron participated in notable operations 
to include Desert Shield, Desert Storm, 
Enduring Freedom, and Iraqi Freedom.
 “Global reach is a unique Air Force ca-
pability that enables our country to touch 
any place on the globe,” said Lt. Col. Jon-
athan Burdick, 909th ARS Commander. 
“With it, we can eff ectively expand the 
bounds of Airpower and provide senior 
leaders options they wouldn’t otherwise 
have.”
 Kadena hosts 15 KC-135 Stratotank-
ers, the same aircraft  that has been the 
Air Force’s core aerial refueling asset 
for more than 50 years. Aft er years of 
modifi cations and upgrades, each tanker 
is fl own by relatively small aircrews oft en 
comprised of two pilots and a boom 
operator. World class training enables 
tanker aircrews to fl y their aging aircraft  
wherever fuel is needed despite hazard-
ous weather and political barriers. Each 
air refueling takes place thousands of feet 
in the air while being physically connect-
ed to a US or coalition receiver aircraft .

 Air-to-air refueling requires careful 
coordination and planning well before 
take-off . Planning entails the combined 
eff ort of maintenance Airmen, weather 
specialists, intelligence experts, air traffi  c 
control, fl ight operations and many other 
agencies.
 “We all work very hard to guarantee 
that everybody on the jet is on the same 
page,’” said Senior Airman Victoria Rose 
Mora, 909th ARS boom operator. “Ev-
eryone has that same mindset, that same 
momentum and we’re all striving to get 
the job done.”
 Having enough fuel to take an aircraft  
from one destination to another oft en 
makes the diff erence between life and 
death. At any given moment, the 909th can 
be called to support higher headquarters 

missions; intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance taskings; and aeromedical 
evacuation missions enabling Stratotank-
ers to host medical teams transporting 
Department of Defense members to 
higher echelons of medical care.
 Kadena’s Stratotankers continuously 
train and test their combat capabilities. 
Th e 909th Air Refueling Squadron’s com-
mitment to training and exercises is es-
sential to prepare Airmen for peacetime 
humanitarian assistance and war-time 
scenarios alike. Last year the 909th re-
sponded to two massive earthquakes in 
Nepal by delivering 115 tons of aid to 8 
million people, and provided equipment 
that was essential for the care of 65 aero-
medical patients.
 Burdick said that squadron caters to 

a wide variety of PACAF missions that 
wouldn’t be possible if the squadron 
wasn’t able to train on a continuous basis.
 During the fi rst half of 2016, the 909th 
fl ew more than 850 missions, and since 
2014, the squadron earned six Pacifi c 
Air Forces-level awards. Th e squadron’s 
accomplishments and milestones rein-
force the importance of talented Airmen 
and the vibrant tanker culture resident at 
Kadena.
 “Without a doubt, the biggest reward 
of being an Air Refueling Squadron Com-
mander is the sense of pride and satisfac-
tion earned by working with my Airmen,” 
said Burdick. “By empowering those 
Airmen, it makes them more capable 
and enables them to push the mission to 
where we’ve never been able to go before.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

(Courtesy photo)

^Aircrew members from the 909th Air Refueling 
Squadron conduct a prefl ight briefi ng for a training fl ight 
June 30, at Kadena Air Base.

A historic photo shows KC-135R Stratotankers from the 909th Air Refueling 
Squadron parked on the Kadena Air Base Flightline. The 909th ARS has 
provided world-wide air-to-air refueling capabilities to all branches of the 
U.S. military and allied partners around the globe for 45 years. 
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By Staff Sgt. 
Amber E. N. Jacobs
18th Wing Public Affairs
1/14/2016 — Celebrating 75 
years of heritage, the 67th 
Fighter Squadron is more than 
a single squadron; it is an all-en-
compassing family.
 According to Lt. Col. James 
McFarland, 67th FS commander, 
the unit is made up of some of the 
best men and women of the 18th 
Wing and F-15 Eagle community. 

 Activated at Selfridge Air 
Field, Michigan, Jan. 15, 1941, 
not only was a legacy born, but 
a brotherhood was founded.
 “Th e heritage of that squad-
ron is lengthy, and it is valorous,” 
said Stephen Ove, 18th Wing 
chief of wing history. “Th ere are 
very few squadrons that exist in 
today’s Air Force that predate 
World War II.”
 Beginning its service as a 
pursuit-interceptor squadron, 

the 67th has done it all; from 
armed reconnaissance, strategic 
bombing, close air support, 
aerial combat and interdiction 
mission. Th e fl exibility of 
the 67th has been observed 
throughout its legacy.
 “Th ey have been fi ghter 
bombing; they have been pursu-
ing the enemy; they have been 
performing Wild Weasel, which 
is the suppression of enemy air 
defense missions in Southeast 
Asia, and they have certainly 
been doing air superiority since 
the introduction of the Eagle,” 
Ove continued. “Th ey’ve been 
in business since day one, and 
I think that is one of the things 
that really separates them from 
other units.”
 Flying 15 diff erent aircraft  
throughout its history from 
the P-51 Mustang to the F-4 
Phantom II and now to the F-15 
Eagle, the ability to do whatever 
the mission requires with what-
ever equipment they have on 
hand has been the cornerstone 
of the 67th’s heritage.
 “Th ey are doing absolutely 
whatever is required to get the 
mission done and have done 
it with essentially whatever 
resources they’ve had at their 
disposal, defi nitely a Fighting 
Cock tradition,” Ove said. 
 With World War II, the Ko-
rean War, Vietnam, and three 
major operations - Northern 
Watch, Southern Watch, and 
Iraqi Freedom - under their 
belt, the 67th recognizes what 
truly matters.
 “It’s not about kills in Viet-
nam or Korea, or things of that 
nature, it’s about the people; 

it’s about the team,” McFarland 
said. “Th e people put forth so 
much eff ort out here. It’s all 
about the people and the rela-
tionships that you make.”
 For the 67th their heritage is 
more than what they’ve done or 
accomplished. It is about innova-
tion and teamwork and how those 
two concepts go hand-in-hand.
 “Here in the 67th specifi cally, 
what I will say is we probably 
have one of the best, if not the 
best operations and mainte-
nance relationships than I think 
I’ve ever seen,” McFarland said. 
“We recognize the fact that 
when we do go to fi ght that it’s 
going to be as an expeditionary 
fi ghter squadron - ops and 
maintenance together - so we 
might as well do that here now.”
 Over 7,000 miles away from 
the U.S., the 67th FS and 67th 
Aircraft  Maintenance Unit are 
not just two organizations that 
are affi  liated with a common 
mission or a relationship to the 
same aircraft . Th ey are part of 
the same family and heritage.
 “We’re kind of out here on 
our own,” McFarland explained. 
“We are so much more of a 
tight knit group. We are more 
of a family than I have seen just 
about anywhere else. You form 
a bond based on a shared expe-
rience of being out here and it is 
just amazing,”
 When you step out to the line 
and speak with members from 
the 67th AMU, it is clear that 
the 67th FS family pride extends 
beyond operations and into the 
maintenance unit.
 “We have proven on TDYs, 
and we have proven when we go 

deploy that nothing is going to 
slow us down,” said Master Sgt. 
Tim Jordan, 67th AMU produc-
tion superintendent. “Nothing is 
going to stop either the 67th the 
Fighter Squadron or the AMU, 
because the type of people that 
work here are not going to let any 
road blocks get in their way. We’re 
going to accomplish the mission.”
 With numerous war heroes, 
awards, citations, and as a six 
time Raytheon Trophy winner, 
it is clear that the 67th family is 
proud of their innovation and 
determination to work as a team.
 “I am absolutely amazed 
at what these folks do, both 
from the fi ghter squadron side 
and the maintenance side,” 
McFarland said. “I am simply 
amazed of what these people do, 
the eff ort they put in, the heart 
that they have, how they believe 
in the mission and how they 
basically work miracles. Th ey 
take what should be impossible 
and make it possible. Th at’s all 
it’s about, that is our heritage.”
 For the 67th, no matter where 
life takes these Airmen they will 
always be a part of a rich legacy 
and brotherhood. 
 “I believe that when you’re 
a part of the 67th, you’re part 
of a family, a proud heritage,” 
Jordan explained. “Wherever 
you go, whatever you do either 
in the military or out of it, you’re 
always going to be a Fighting 
Cock and it’s something that 
nobody can take away.”
 According to the chief of wing 
history, the 67th does not have an 
offi  cial motto, but ask any mem-
ber of the 67th family and they 
will say, “Cocks rule ... Period!”

(U.S. Air Force photos courtesy of the 18th Wing Historian Offi ce)

23th through the 25th of December
Premium Christmas Dinner Buffet at the Corallo
A clown will give your child a special gift to 
celebrate the holidays 
Adults 4,860 JPY/Child 2,430 JPY (Tax 
Included) Hours: 18:00 – 22:00 (21:30 LO)

Through the 1st until the 25th of 
December
Christmas Special Menus available at the 
Japanese-style Grill Restaurant Yuragi-Zuki 
Savor a true blend of Asian and Western 
cuisine from our limited time menu
One person 5,400 JPY (Tax Included)
Hours: 18:00 – 22:00 (21:30 LO)

23th through the 25th of December
Lanai Lounge Bar Special Live Entertainment
Enjoy a live music show with your favorite drink 
in hand
1st stage: 18:00-, 2nd stage: 19:40, 3rd stage: 
21:20 (1 act 40 min. Drink charge non-
included) Hours: 10:00-22:00 (LO 21:30)

From 1st December Acropaula 
Christmas Cocktail Fair
Enjoy a special Christmas themed Cocktail 
at a classic style bar
Christmas Cocktails 1,000 JPY/each (tax not 
included) Hours: 21:00 – 24:00 (LO 23:30)

New Years Information
On the 31st of December at 22:00 there will be 
a New Years Count Down Event for all guests!
(Okinawan music, Tahitian dance show, lottery 
tournament, Japanese sake cask openings, 
New Years fi reworks)

1st & 2nd of January there will be 
events planed for guests
1st of January – Mochi-pounding 
tournament, Japanese sake cask 
openings, shishimai dance, traditional 
Okinawan snacks served with tea
2nd of January – Live performance of the koto, 
Japanese style tea celebration, traditional 
Okinawan snacks 

paid advertisement

Moon BeachChristmas 
Seasonal Fair
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

^Firefi ghters of the 18th Civil Engineer Squadron perform 
a personnel recovery down a stairwell during a tower 
evacuation drill Aug. 15, at Kadena Air Base. The tower drill 
enabled fi refi ghters to become familiar with the layout of the 
structure, involving cramped spaces offering little room for 
maneuvering personnel and equipment. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Lynette M. Rolen)

^Staff Sgt. Fardad Alimehri, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron 
electrical power production and barrier maintenance 
technician, demonstrates how to properly secure an aircraft 
barrier cable Aug. 16, at Kadena Air Base. To ensure 
optimum performance of the cable when aircraft approach, 
it’s important to keep it properly aligned.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Nick Emerick) 

^Airmen practice decontaminating a patient during an exercise at the Kadena medical clinic, Aug. 30, at Kadena Air Base. 
The Airmen were timed to gage their effectiveness at setting up a decontamination tent and treatment of patients. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

   Airmen of 18th 
Logistics Readiness 
Squadron forward 
area refueling point 
and 1st Special 
Operations Squadron 
defuel a hose during 
a nighttime refueling 
exercise Aug. 10, at 
Kadena Air Base. 
The FARP team 
and 1st SOS train 
regularly to ensure 
safe operational 
procedures during 
contingency missions 
requiring refueling 
support in austere 
conditions.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft) 

   Maintainers from 
the 18th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron 
and pilots assigned 
to the 44th and 67th 
Fighter Squadrons 
conduct a mass aircraft 
generation exercise 
Aug. 22 and 23, at 
Kadena Air Base. 
Maintainers loaded 
AIM-9 sidewinder 
missiles, AIM-120 
advanced medium-
range air-to-air missiles, 
fl ares, and M-61A1 
cannon rounds onto 
F-15 Eagles, before the 
aircraft taxied and were 
dispersed around the 
fl ight line. 

^

^

A U G U S T
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 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)

   A joint team of U.S. 
Air Force Airmen from 
the Kadena, Yakota 
and Misawa civil 
engineer squadrons 
practice concrete 
screeding skills 
using the materials, 
equipment and 
methods to repair 
craters during airfi eld 
damage repair training 
exercise Sept. 15, 
at Kadena Air Base. 
This process can 
be done quickly in 
combat situations so 
airfi eld operations can 
resume.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Nick Emerick) 

U.S. military members 
and military working 
dogs ran the fi rst block 
of the 24-hour POW/
MIA remembrance run, 
Sept. 15, at Marek Park 
on Kadena Air Base. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

^Capt. Kyle Gadoury, 909th Air Refueling Squadron KC-135 
Stratotanker pilot, and Maj. Jacob Johnson, 909th ARS KC-135 
instructor pilot, perform a pre-fl ight check for a nighttime training 
mission Sept. 12, at Kadena Air Base. Gadoury and Johnson fl ew as 
refueling support for Republic of Korea Air Force F-15 Eagles, and they 
also trained with 18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron aircrews for 
in-fl ight patient care and emergencies. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Lynette M. Rolen)

^1st Lt. James Chambers, 67th Fighter 
Squadron pilot, conducts pre-fl ight preparations 
Sept. 9, at Kadena Air Base. The 67th FS prepared 
more than 20 F-15s to support Exercise Valiant 
Shield in Guam.

Capt. Zack Martin, 33rd Rescue Squadron pilot, was part of the team to rescue 
a III Marine Expeditionary Force pilot after he ejected from his AV-8B Harrier 
Sept. 22, off the coast of Okinawa. The pilot ejected safely from his aircraft and 
was rescued successfully by the 31st and 33rd Rescue Squadrons.

^

SEPTEMBER



   Senior Airman Juan 
Salinas, 18 Security 
Forces Squadron military 
working dog handler with 
military working dog Ayila, 
demonstrate escorting 
with Shitetsu Hirata, 18 
SFS assistant trainer at 
Ryukyu Middle School at 
Kadena Air Base, for Red 
Ribbon Week Oct. 21. 
Red Ribbon Week fi rst 
began after the murder 
of a Drug Enforcement 
Administration agent, 
Enrique Camarena, to 
raise awareness about 
the destruction and death 
caused in the wake of 
rampant drug abuse. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis)  (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

Staff Sgt. Collin Tompkins, a pavement 
maintenance and heavy equipment 
operator with the 18th Civil Engineer 
Squadron, removes tree branches that were 
blown from a tree during Typhoon Chaba, 
Oct. 5, at Kadena Air Base. Members of the 
18th Civil Engineer Squadron on Kadena 
took part in preparation activities prior to 
Chaba, making sure base residents were 
prepared for the storm.

   Staff Sgt. 
Demarcus Oliver, 
18th Civil Engineer 
Squadron 
fi refi ghter, shows 
children fi refi ghting 
equipment during 
fi re prevention 
week Oct. 5, 
at Kadena Air 
Base. During 
fi re prevention 
week, 18th CES 
fi refi ghters teach 
children fi re safety 
tips, how to check 
smoke alarms and 
cap it off with a 
parade through the 
housing areas.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard) 

^Kadena Air Base invited local families to trick-or-treat on base 
during Halloween Oct 31.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

^Senior Airman James Wheeler, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron pest 
management specialist, puts a Taiwanese Habu into a net Oct. 19, 
at Kadena Air Base. The Taiwanese Habu is an invasive species to 
Okinawa and must be removed to protect the natural ecosystem. 

^

O CT O B E R

^
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Nick Emerick)



Shisa, the “legendary beast” 
placed on the rooftops and 
entrances of Okinawan houses, 
watches over and protects us.

The word “Shisa” is said to have 
originated from the word “Simha,” 
which means “lion” in the Sanskrit 
language.

The scary looking faces of the 
Shisa may seem ironic as they 
are placed on the rooftops and 
entrances as talismans against 
evil.

It seems to represent the expan-
sive atmosphere of the southern 
tropical island of Okinawa.

A long time ago, it is said that the Shisa was 
enshrined at the entrance and hilltops of villages. 
But since the last century or so, the Shisa began 
to get placed on top of the roofs of civilian homes.

This became popular when red roof tiles were made 
open to the public without any restrictions. It is 
said that these Shisa statues were first made by 
craftsmen who used the remains of red roof tiles.

You may probably notice that most of the Shisa 

are in an “a-un” pair, one on the left and the other 
on the right.

The Shisa with an open mouth is male, and the one 
whose mouth is closed is female. The term “a-un” 
also comes from the Sanskrit language.

The term is supposed to represent the first and 
last letters of the alphabet, meaning the beginning 
and end of things.

There are a variety of small porcelain Shisas that 
are sold as souvenirs.

You will definitely find one you will like.

Shisa, Okinawa’s Guardians on the Rooftops

In this visually stunning annual night-
time festival, thousands of lanterns 
soft ly bathe exotic  Murasaki Mura with 
their ethereal glow. Located in Yomitan 
Village, Murasaki Mura is a popular 
cultural theme park in which a classic 
14th and 15th century Ryukyuan scene 
is recreated. During the festival, the 
entire nighttime village is illuminated 
by lanterns revealing the park’s many 
displays and points of interest, includ-
ing the lantern design contest winner 
exhibition, food booths selling Chinese 
pork buns and Okinawa soba, kid’s toy 
booths and more. Th e 5,000 lanterns 

will include creations by the prominent 
woodblock print artist, Naka Bokunen 
whose designs will be on display from 
December 20. Other themed illuminated 
displays will be on hand to raise visitors’ 
holiday spirits. Projection mapping dis-
plays will be presented Monday through 
Friday at 19:00 and 21:00 and on Satur-
day-Sunday at 10:00, 20:00 and 21:00. 
Live entertainment, featuring classic 
Ryukyuan kumi-odori performances 
will also be provided every Friday and 
Saturday at 19:00, 20:00 and 21:00 with 
additional shows on Tuesday, January 3 
and Tuesday-Wednesday, February 7-8. 

Date: Dec. 3 (Sat), 2016 - Feb. 26 (Sun), 2017   Time: 18:00 - 22:00
Place: Murasaki Mura   Admission: Adults ¥600 / Junior high and 
High school students ¥500 / Elementary school students ¥400

The 2nd Annual Ryukyu Lantern Festival 2016

Out&About page is paid advertisement

Samurai Gate’s hot pick of the latest island goings-on

Experience Murasaki Mura 
by Lantern Light
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^

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

^An MC-130H Combat Talon II from the 1st Special Operations Squadron refuels an 
HH-60 Pave Hawk from the 943rd Rescue Group during Exercise Keen Sword 17, Nov.7, 
near Okinawa. U.S. forces will conduct training with their Japan Self-Defense Force 
counterparts at military installations throughout mainland Japan, Okinawa and in the 
waters surrounding Japan. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Lynette M. Rolen)

^U.S. Marine Corps and Air Force service members look at different Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological and Nuclear equipment during the CBRN Exposition Nov. 
17, at Kadena Air Base. Service members from all branches of service compare 
one another’s equipment during the event. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Lynette M. Rolen)

^Charles Schmidt, American Legion National Commander, 
presents Brig. Gen Barry Cornish, 18th Wing commander, with 
an American Legion pen Nov. 28, at Kadena Air Base. The 
American Legion presents multiple gifts to service members as 
a show of appreciation for the contributions to national security. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Nick Emerick) 

^Members of the Kadena Air Base Honor Guard march in the Veterans Day parade, 
Nov. 11, on Kadena Air Base. Veterans and their families across the globe take time 
gathering together, for their service and the service of others and in celebration.

   A Kadena 
Special Olympic 
athlete 
celebrates with 
his athlete buddy 
after scoring a 
goal during the 
soccer skills 
challenge Nov. 
5, during the 
Kadena Special 
Olympics, at 
Kadena Air 
Base. The goal 
of the KSO 
is to break 
down barriers 
and create an 
environment of 
understanding 
and acceptance.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Stephen G. Eigel)

N O V E M B E R
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis) 

Residents of Chatan Town make their way 
through Kadena Air Base, as part of a bilateral 
tsunami evacuation exercise Dec. 4. U.S. Military 
and civil authorities must be prepared to face any 
emergency that could occur on Okinawa.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Nick Emerick)

^Airmen participate in a physical fi tness test as physical training leaders 
supervise the test Dec. 1, at the Risner Fitness Center on Kadena Air Base. 
Physical fi tness testing is a requirement for all Airmen, making sure they are 
fi t-to-fi ght and carry out their unique components of the Air Force mission.

^Project Engineer, Bryan Ciccocioppo, and Quality Assurance 
Representative, Tim Runquist brief students of Kadena Elemen-
tary School on the construction of their new school Dec. 9.  The 
194,692 square foot facility will be the largest freestanding struc-
ture on Kadena and will house over 800 students in grades K-5. 

(Courtesy photo)



Kadena and Camp Foster emergency 
numbers 
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency 
on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and 
from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For Camp 
Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or from an 
offi ce phone, dial 911.

Post Office closures
Dec 25-27 - Christmas/Family Day
Jan 1-3 - New Year’s/Family Day
For more information or any questions, call 
634-4458.

Post Office holiday mailing deadlines
From the US to Kadena mailing 
timeframes:
Express Mail - Guaranteed service 3-5 days
Priority Mail - 7-21 days
Parcel Post or Space Available Mail - At a 
minimum, 6 weeks to arrive in Okinawa.
Cutoff dates for delivery by Dec. 24:
Express Mail – Dec. 10
From Kadena to the US mailing 
timeframes:
Express Mail - Guaranteed service 3-5 days
Priority Mail - 7-14 days
Parcel Post or Space Available Mail - 15-30 
days
Cutoff dates for delivery by Dec. 24:
Express Mail – Dec. 14
For more information or any questions, call 
634-4458.

Post Office Holiday Schedule
Parcel pick-up hours:
Nov. 26 - Dec. 23, Mon-Sat, 9a.m.-7p.m. 
(Additional 2 hours Mon-Fri and Sat will have 
additional 5 hours of pick-up service)  
Finance Mailing Hours:
Nov. 26 - Dec. 23, Mon-Sat, 9a.m.-5p.m. 
Starting on Nov. 26, fi nance section will be 
open 6 days a week. If you have fi ve or more 
packages, call 634-1351 for an appointment. 
For more information or any questions, call 
634-4458.

18th MDG clinic closures
The Kadena Air Base clinic will be closed on 
the following dates in December: Dec. 26 
(Christmas Day Holiday) - Closed All Day / 
Dec. 27 (Family Day) - Closed All Day. For more 
information, contact Capt. Danielle Bradford 
at 630-4565 or Melissa Cook at 630-4054. 
As always, if you require emergency medical 
assistance, please call 098-934-5911 from 
your cell phone or report to the emergency 
room at the U.S. Naval Hospital on Camp 
Foster. 

Traffic Management Office (TMO) 
Closures
Outbound/Inbound Cargo (bldg 792/793) 
offi ce will be at minimal manning Dec. 22 at 
noon. Only MICAP/999 items will be accepted 
after noon. We recommend customers bring 
shipments as early as possible this day to en-
sure adequate time for shipment processing/
receiving. TMO Personal Property/Passenger 
Travel (bldg. 756) will close at noon on Dec. 
22. All sections will resume normal business 
hours on 23 Dec 2016 @ 8:30a.m. For emer-
gency leave travel, contact stand-by at 090-
6864-5876.   

Kadena Chapel Angel Tree and 
Christmas Schedule
Place unwrapped items in collection boxes 
at Chapel 1, 2 or 3 from Nov. 30-Dec. 25 for 
Angel Tree. The following is the Holy Family 
Catholic Community Advent and Christmas 
Schedule: All Catholic Services will be held 
at Chapel 1 / Christmas Eve Masses – Dec. 
24 at 5 p.m., 8 p.m. and midnight / Christmas 
Day Mass – Dec. 25 at noon / Solemnity of 
the Holy Mother of God – Jan. 1 at 8 a.m., 
noon, and 4 p.m. / Regular Sunday Mass – 8 
a.m., noon and 4 p.m. / Daily Mass – Mon-Fri 
at 11:30 a.m. The following is the Protestant 
Faith Community Advent and Christmas 
Schedule: Traditional Service – Dec. 24 at 5 
p.m. at Chapel 2 / Contemporary and Gospel 
Combined Service – Dec. 24 at 5 p.m. at Capel 
3 / Watch Night Service – Dec. 31 at 10:30 
p.m. at Chapel 3 / Regular Sunday Services 
– Contemporary service at 10 a.m. at Chapel 

1, Traditional Service at 10:30 a.m. at Chapel 
2 and Gospel Service at 11 a.m. at Chapel 3. 
The Wired Bean Airmen Ministry Center will 
be open 24/7 from Dec. 23-Jan. 3. For more 
information, contact the Chapel at 634-4888. 

3rd Okinawa International Music 
Festival concert singers needed
Sing a Beethoven’s Symphony 9th with sopra-
no vocal Eva Mei and 300 vocalists, Feb. 12, 
2017, 2 p.m. at Convention Center in Ginowan 
City. We are looking for singers. Song will be 
in German. Cost is 10,000 yen to join the choir. 
There are 10-12 practices before the main 
event. Practice place will be in Urasoe City, 
Ginowan City, Okinawa City - must attend the 
practices. For more information, please con-
tact Mr. Shinohara, 098-951-3600 (Japanese 
translator needed).

UPCOMING EVENT
Circuit Riders Course- Increase your 
skill and Safety Margins
This is your Motorcycle course, you want to 
be at this event! Developed by motorcycle 
greats and the MSF, this course will give you 
a chance to safely navigate the roads in a fun 
confi dent manner, Dec. 23 from 7:30 a.m.-4 
p.m. This course has safety gear requirements, 
please contact Motorcycle Safety for all the 
information. For more information, contact 
Pat Yamashiro at 634-2450.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Women’s Month Committee is seeking 
Volunteers
The Women’s Month Committee is seeking 
individuals that would like to collaborate to 
make the Month of March one to remember.   
If you are interested, please contact Senior 
Master Sgt. Nicole Basnight at nicole.
basnight@us.af.mil or 634-3098, or contact 
Tech. Sgt. Rachel Holmes at rachel.holmes.4@
us.af.mil or 634-4320.

National American Heritage Month 
volunteers
The  National American Heritage Month 
committee is looking for volunteers who are 
of Native American descent to prepare and 
present information on their tribes and nations 
to various agencies around. Kadena Air Base 
(schools, volunteer groups, etc.).
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