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By Airman 1st Class
Corey Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
12/6/2016 — A bilateral natural 
disaster exercise was held on 
Kadena Air Base, Dec. 4 to 
test and improve evacuation 
procedures between members 
of Team Kadena and the local 
community.
 Approximately 130 Chatan 
Town residents participated in a 
simulated evacuation drill from 
low elevation areas near the Su-
nabe Seawall to higher ground, 
in the event of a tsunami.
 Th is annual drill began with 
a car driving around Chatan 
Town, announcing the drill over 
a loud speaker. 
 Security Forces personnel 
provided gate entry to all par-

ticipants and provided escorts 
as participants made their way 
from Gate 1 to the designated 
recovery zone at Gate 5.
 Airmen from the 18th Med-
ical Group stood by to provide 
medical care throughout the 
nearly two mile walk. Attendees 
were greeted with refreshments 
upon arriving at their destina-
tion by Col. Paul Oldham, 18th 
Mission Support Group com-
mander, and Osamu Tamanaha, 
Chatan Town director of general 
aff airs. 
 “We help cooperate with this 
exercise by opening Kadena 
Air Base, allowing for a quicker 
route to higher ground and 
ensuring the townspeople know 
the route in the case of a real 
emergency,” said Oldham.

Residents of Chatan Town make their way 
through Kadena Air Base, as part of a 
bilateral tsunami evacuation exercise Dec. 4. 

HH-60G Pave Hawks from the 33rd Rescue 
Squadron take off Nov. 30, at Kadena Air Base. 
Pave Hawks have a long history of use in 
contingencies, starting in Operation Just Cause. 
During Operation Desert Storm they provided 
combat search and rescue coverage for coalition 
forces in western Iraq, coastal Kuwait, the 
Persian Gulf and Saudi Arabia.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis)

Okinawa residents enter Kadena 
for tsunami evacuation drill
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By Jim Garamone
Defense Media Activity
12/2/2016 - WASHINGTON — Mili-
tary members must not lose the unique 
skills, culture and traditions of their 
individual services, but they will need 
to understand the joint force at lower 
ranks, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff  said here yesterday.
 In a wide-ranging discussion with 
the Defense Senior Enlisted Leadership 
Council at the Pentagon, Marine Corps 
Gen. Joe Dunford said troops working 
in the operational force are already 
exposed to jointness.
 “I haven’t been anywhere in the last 
15 years — anywhere — where I haven’t 
been on a joint team,” Dunford told the 
council, which is made up of the most 
senior NCOs in DoD, and chaired by 
Army Command Sgt. Maj. John W. 
Troxell, the senior enlisted advisor to the 
chairman.
Joint Force World
 Dunford said more junior noncom-
missioned offi  cers are working with a 
joint force world already. Th ey need to 
be able to speak that joint “language” to 
employ joint capabilities. Th ey also need 
to understand how to integrate service 
capabilities at the tactical level. Th ese 
will be the keys to mission accomplish-
ment, he said.
 Th e senior enlisted leadership agrees 
with the chairman. Troxell noted that 
the service handbook stresses the 
importance of the individual services 
to the joint warfi ghting environment. 
“Th ey have to be proud to be soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, Marines and Coast 
Guardsmen,” Troxell said. “But they 
also need the training and experience 
and leadership to understand what the 

joint force brings to the fi ght and how 
to employ it.
 “It is critical to expose them to oper-
ating in the joint environment as early 
as possible,” Troxell said. “And we think 
that is around the buck sergeant/petty 
offi  cer 2nd class level.”
 In Afghanistan and Iraq, many junior 
NCOs found themselves working in a 
joint, intergovernmental and interna-
tional world. In western Iraq during 
the surge, soldiers in Hit were under 
command of a Marine general, received 
indirect-fi re support from a Marine unit, 
and got close-air support from Marine or 
Air Force or Army assets. Navy electronic 

warfare specialists aided them in anti-im-
provised explosive device eff orts.
International Partners
 American troops are increasingly 
working with international partners. 
Th e the counter-Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant coalition has 39 nations 
contributing to the eff ort against the 
terror group. U.S. trainers in Erbil, Iraq, 
fi nd themselves working alongside Ital-
ian, German, British, Hungarian, and 
Spanish troops.
 “Th e entire force is increasingly 
operating in the joint environment and 
an intergovernmental environment,” 
Dunford said.

 Today, the chairman noted, Army 
and Marine Corps sergeants or Air 
Force staff  sergeants in pay grade E-5, 
known as “buck” sergeants, or Navy or 
Coast Guard petty offi  cers of equivalent 
rank, oft en have the same responsibility 
he had when he was a lieutenant.
 Dunford highlighted operations in 
U.S. Africa Command as a case in point. 
He said that on any given day, there are 
about 20 deployments by U.S. teams to 
Africa Command. In many cases, the 
senior person on the team is an E-6 or 
E-7. Th e team may come from one ser-
vice, but the recovery unit could be from 
another, and the medics from another, 
and the quick-reaction force may come 
from still a diff erent service.
 Th ese young men and women need 
to understand how to fi t all these capa-
bilities together to further the mission.
Values Individual Services’ 
Uniqueness
 “Still, I am at a point in my life where I 
really value the uniqueness of the services 
and I don’t want to crush that with joint-
ness. It won’t make us better,” Dunford 
said. “I think each one of the services 
brings a unique culture and unique skills 
to the fi ght. And the idea of jointness is 
integrating those capabilities to create an 
eff ect, not creating one organization that 
looks the same and acts the same.”
 Service members don’t reenlist in the 
joint force, the general said. Th ey reen-
list in the Army or Navy or Air Force or 
Marine Corps or Coast Guard, he added.
 “We need our noncommissioned 
offi  cers — early on in their military 
life — to thrive in the joint operating 
environment,” Dunford said. “It’s about 
warfi ghting. It’s about creating eff ects on 
the battlefi eld.”

 Preparation is invaluable when the 
need to respond to a disaster arises. Th is 
sort of exercise allows people to see what 
would happen in a real-world situation.
 “Outside of Gate 1 is vulnerable 
to tsunamis, which is why we do this 
exercise, making sure people can evac-
uate safely,” said Tamanaha. “Th is is a 
rare opportunity for people to practice 
evacuation by walking through Kadena 
Air Base, but it is useful so we are always 
ready to prepare for any kind of disas-
ter.”
 U.S. Military and civil authorities 

must be prepared to face any emergency 
that could occur on Okinawa. Th e tsu-
nami evacuation exercise is one possible 
scenario that both nations can train for, 
execute and evaluate. 
 With local nationals and U.S. ambas-
sadors working together, the exercise 
helped make it clear that in the face of a 
natural disaster, aid is available.
 “It really shows the commitment 
by the men and women of Kadena Air 
Base that we are prepared to support the 
safety of our local Okinawan family and 
friends,” said Oldham.

Understand the joint force, says CJCS

 (DoD photo by Navy Petty Offi cer 2nd Class Dominique A. Pineiro)

^Marine Corps Gen. Joe Dunford, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, second from left, makes a point during a 
wide-ranging discussion with the Defense Senior Enlisted Leadership Council at the Pentagon, Dec. 1. To the left of the 
general is Sergeant Major of the Army Dan Dailey, to the right is Army Command Sgt. Maj. John W. Troxell, the senior 
enlisted advisor to the chairman, and Master Chief Petty Offi cer of the Navy Steven S. Giordano. The council consists 
of service and combatant command senior enlisted advisors.

   Residents of Chatan 
Town grab cups of 
water as they make their 
way through Kadena 
Air Base, as part of 
a bilateral tsunami 
evacuation exercise 
Dec. 4. Preparation is 
invaluable when the need 
to respond to a disaster 
arises and this sort of 
exercise allows people to 
see what would happen 
in a real-world situation. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis)
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By Senior Airman
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
12/2/2016 — Th e American 
Legion National Commander, 
Charles Schmidt, visited Kade-
na during his Western Pacifi c 
Tour Nov. 28.
 Th e purpose of the Western 
Pacifi c Tour is informing service 
members about the level of care 
the American Legion has for 
veterans, both active duty and 
retired. 
 During his visit, Schmidt 
spoke with Brig. Gen. Barry 

Cornish, 18th Wing commander, 
about the benefi ts the American 
Legion off ers service members. 
 Concern about their families 
and the well-being of service 
members drove the organiza-
tion’s creation and its present 
operations. Th e American 
Legion was formed in Paris in 
1919, with the purpose of caring 
for service members returning 
home from World War I.
 “Our strongest program is 
advocating for veterans,” said 
Schmidt. “We’re on Capitol 
Hill every day advocating for 

veterans’ benefi ts. It’s not just 
about us retired veterans, it’s 
about those of you still wearing 
the uniform and those who will 
be wearing the uniform.”
 Th e American Legion off ers 
education programs, healthcare 
assistance and support for tran-
sitioning out of the military. 
 Schmidt, a retired Air Force 
major, commented on the 
effi  ciency of present service 
members with continuing the 
mission of the armed forces. 
 “It’s very rewarding to see our 
men and women in the armed 

services,” said Schmidt. “Th e 
armed forces are serving our 
country out here in the western 
Pacifi c, and their service is 
keeping the free world safe.”
 Cornish commented main-
taining this constant state of 
protection and freedom is 
achieved by great leadership. 
Trust between leaders and Air-
men is critical to accomplishing 
the mission in the Pacifi c. 
 “I’m always talking with my 
command team about their role 
in taking care of the Airmen, 
because that is our fi rst and fore-
most job,” said Cornish. “We’ve 
got a large installation here and 

a lot going on. We prioritize our 
Airmen and families as number 
one. My belief is if you focus on 
the people, they’ll take care of 
the mission.”
 Support of service members 
and their families is the top 
priority of the American Legion.
 “Th e American Legion is just 
a continuation of my Air Force 
days,” said Schmidt. “Looking 
out for and taking care of your 
buddies sometimes depends 
on your existence and survival. 
On behalf of over two million 
legionnaires, we appreciate you 
and thank each and every one of 
you for what you’re doing.”
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 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Lynette M. Rolen)

Airman Javier Gomez, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron fi refi ghter, prepares a Pierce Enforcer 
for use Nov. 30, at Kadena Air Base. While on standby, the Pierce Enforcer undergoes 
multiple inspections to ensure mission readiness.

18th CES firefighters keep 
vehicles ready for use

American Legion National 
Commander visits Kadena

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Lynette M. Rolen)

   Charles 
Schmidt, 
American 
Legion National 
Commander, 
presents Brig. 
Gen Barry 
Cornish, 
18th Wing 
commander, with 
an American 
Legion pen 
Nov. 28, at 
Kadena Air 
Base. The 
American Legion 
presents multiple 
gifts to service 
members as 
a show of 
appreciation for 
the contributions 
to national 
security.
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By Andrew Rophael
Kadena High School senior
11/28/2016 — As a sign of gratitude, Kade-
na High School offi  cials invited the 1-1 Air 
Defense Battalion on a Battlefi eld Staff  Ride 
of the Battle of Okinawa. Th e 1-1 ADA 
has played an integral role in supporting 
Kadena High School, helping with a variety 
of school activities and “saving our bacon 
several times,” as retired Army LTC and 
assistant principal Dave Th eis articulated. 
 Th e Battlefi eld Staff  Ride began with 
an introductory briefi ng at the Kadena 
High School auditorium. Retired USMC 
LTC and history teacher Kevin Taylor re-
enacted the Battle of Okinawa as a USMC 
battalion commander, while explaining 
the context and strategy of the historic 
events of the Battle of Okinawa.  
 Following the briefi ng, Taylor and 
Th eis turned the reigns over to JROTC 
instructor SMSgt (RET) Dave Weissger-
ber who led the 1-1 ADA battalion on a 
battle sites tour of Okinawa. Along the 
tour, Taylor, Th eis and Weissgerber ex-
plained the historical signifi cance of each 

battle site, while stressing the principles 
of leadership at the company level and 
Executive Minus Orders, as directed by 
battalion commander LTC Dellinger. 
 Th e date of the tour coincided with 
the release of the highly-anticipated fi lm, 
Hacksaw Ridge. Th e movie depicted 

the heroic actions of Desmond Doss, a 
conscious objector during the Battle of 
Okinawa, who, despite refusing to carry 
a weapon, courageously saved the lives of 
75 wounded comrades during the attack 
on Hacksaw Ridge. 
 Th ough the Battlesites Tour has been 

presented to Honors and AP students in 
past years, November 4 marked the fi rst 
time the tour was expanded to include an 
entire military organization. Due to the 
massive success of the event, Th eis plans 
to further expand this event and welcome 
new people each year. 

KHS takes 1-1 ADA on Hacksaw Ridge Tour 

(Courtesy of Kadena High School JROTC) (Courtesy of Kadena High School JROTC) ^Kevin Taylor answers questions during the tour. ^SMSgt. (RET) Dave Weissgerber.

By Army 1st Lt.
Theodore Fong
1st Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery 
Regiment
12/1/2016 - MARINE CORPS 
AIR STATION IWAKUNI, 
Japan — Soldiers with Bravo 
Battery, 1st Battalion, 1st Air 
Defense Artillery Regiment, 
conducted the first U.S.-Jap-
anese Air Defense Exercise 
at Marine Corps Air Station 
Iwakuni Nov. 5-10. 
 Bravo Battery, exercising 
1-1 ADA’s new ‘deployability’ 
capability, deployed with a 
minimum engagement package 
to participate in Keen Sword 17 
along with the 339th Battery, 8th 
Anti-Aircraft  Artillery Group. 
 Keen Sword is an annual 
event featuring combined train-
ing between U.S. and Japanese 
forces to exercise the methods 
created from Keen Edge. Bravo 
Battery worked with the 8AAG 
to create and integrate a layered 
air defense design refl ecting the 
fi rst time U.S. patriot systems 
worked hand-in-hand with the 
Japanese Chu-SAM. 
 Bravo Battery’s opportunity 
to work with the Japanese 
Ground Self Defense Force was 
a rare opportunity. In the past 
decade, 1-1 ADA has focused 
on integration with the Japanese 
air defense in Okinawa through 
bilateral exchanges and discus-
sions at the Bilateral Defense of 
Okinawa Working Group. 
 “Our mission was to ac-
complish two objectives,” said 
Army Capt. Th addeus Morris, 
Btry. B commander, 1-1 ADA. 
“First, we wanted to create and 
exercise a bilateral command 
post in order to coordinate how 
the U.S. and Japanese can fi ght 
together. Secondly, we worked 
on defense designs to protect 
MCAS Iwakuni." Th ese aspects 

reinforced our commitment 
to defending Japan, while 
spearheading the way for future 
U.S.-Japan air defense engage-
ments to fi ght more eff ectively.”
 Marines were able to tour the 
training area throughout the ex-
ercise, giving them a chance to 
enhance joint operations. “For 
most of the Marines at MCAS 
Iwakuni, this was their fi rst 
time working with both Army 
personnel and an US air defense 
system,” said Army Sgt. William 
Buckley, Bravo Battery trainer. 
“We introduced the necessity 
of air defense and some of the 
planning factors that must be 
taken into consideration when a 
US patriot battery is present.”
 From working with the 
8AAG, Bravo Battery was able 
to eff ectively fi ght alongside 
the Japanese by the end of 

Keen Sword 17. 
 “We worked side-by-side 
with the Japanese through 
sharing our common air pic-
ture,” said Army Sgt. Michael 
Huguley, Bravo Battery trainer. 
“We were successful through 
creating common brevity codes, 
identifi cation criteria, and en-
gagement criteria.” 
 For many of the Bravo Battery 
Soldiers, it was their fi rst time in 
mainland Japan. “We’d love to 
come back to MCAS Iwakuni 
and continue our air defense 
training. Th e weather is great, 
the marines are friendly, and it’s 
a completely diff erent culture,” 
said Army 1st. Lt. Joseph Brown, 
Bravo Battery trainer. “With the 
rate that MCAS Iwakuni is ex-
panding, we hope to come here 
again for air defense exercises in 
the coming years.” 

1-1 ADA deploys to MCAS 
Iwakuni for Keen Sword 17

(Courtesy photo)

(Courtesy photo)

^U.S. Army 1st. Lt. Theodore Fong, Bravo Battery executive offi cer, 1st Battalion, 1st Air 
Defense Artillery Regiment, conducts bi-lateral track management during Exercise Keen Sword 
with Army Maj. Ryuzou Tamura, commander, 339 Battery commander, 8th Anti-Aircraft Artillery 
Group Nov. 7, at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.

Bravo Battery, 1st Battalion 1st Air Defense 
Artillery Regiment and 339 Battery, 8th Anti-
Aircraft Artillery Group pose for a photo in front 
of a U.S. Patriot radar Nov. 6, at Marine Corps Air 
Station Iwakuni, Japan.
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Some early filers may not recieve 
tax refund until after Feb. 15

Nominees 
sought for 
2017 Joan 
Orr AF 
Spouse of 
the Year 
Award

By Defense Media Activity
12/5/2016 - FORT GEORGE G. ME-
ADE, Md. — Many taxpayers plan their 
holiday shopping and other purchases 
on the fact they will get their tax refund 
from the IRS at the earliest possible date.
 In 2017, that may no longer be the case.
 Th e Protecting Americans from Tax 
Hikes (PATH) Act, signed into law De-
cember 2015, requires the IRS to hold tax 
refunds which include Earned Income 
Tax Credit (EITC) and Additional Child 
Tax Credit (ACTC) until Feb. 15, 2017.
 Th is law requires the IRS to hold 
refunds until mid-February in 2017 for 
people claiming the EITC or the ACTC. 
Also, new identity theft  and refund fraud 

safeguards by both the IRS and individu-
al states may mean some tax returns and 
refunds face additional review.
Some refunds delayed in 2017
 Beginning in 2017, the IRS must hold 
the entire refund — even the portion not 
associated with the EITC and ACTC — un-
til at least Feb. 15. Th e IRS says this change 
helps ensure taxpayers get the refund they 
are owed by giving the agency more time 
to help detect and prevent fraud.
 “Th is is an important change, as some 
of these taxpayers are used to getting an 
early refund,” said John Koskinen, the 
IRS commissioner. “We want people to 
be aware of the change for their planning 
purposes during the holidays. We don’t 

want anyone caught by surprise if they 
get their refund a few weeks later than in 
previous years.”
 As in past years, the IRS will begin ac-
cepting and processing tax returns once 
the fi ling season begins. All taxpayers 
should fi le as usual, and tax return pre-
parers should submit returns as they nor-
mally do. Although the IRS cannot issue 
refunds for some early fi lers until at least 
Feb. 15, the IRS reminds taxpayers most 
refunds will be issued within the normal 
timeframe: less than 21 days, aft er being 
accepted for processing by the IRS. Th e 
Where’s My Refund? tool on IRS.gov and 
the IRS2Go phone app remains the best 
way to get the status of a refund.

By Staff Sgt. Alexx Pons
Air Force Personnel Center Public Affairs
11/5/2016 - JOINT BASE SAN 
ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — 
Th e Air Force Personnel Center is 
currently accepting nominations for 
the Air Force Association Joan Orr 
Air Force Spouse of the Year Award.
  Th is award honors signifi cant 
contributions made by non-military 
spouses of Air Force military mem-
bers. Th e nominee’s spouse must be 
an active duty Air Force, Air National 
Guard or Air Force Reserve member.
 Organization and base-level per-
sonnel must contact their major com-
mand, fi eld operating agency or direct 
reporting unit for applicable suspense 
dates and additional information 
regarding nomination procedures.
 Each major command, forward 
operating agency or direct reporting 
unit may submit one nomination, and 
packages are due to AFPC no later 
than Feb. 1.

(Courtesy Graphic)



By Richard L Rzepka
USAG Okinawa
11/17/2016 - TORII STATION 
— Th e fi rst sergeant’s words 
bounced off  the shoot house 
walls like the sim-rounds being 
fi red through the Special Forces 
support Soldier’s rifl es. “We need 
you to be enablers. To enable, 
you must be able to enhance our 
Special Forces missions. In order 
to do that, you must shoot, move 
and communicate … in that 
order,” he howled. Th e Soldiers 
fervently regrouped to stack on 
the door of a notional target 
and under the watchful eye and 
direction of the Green Berets 
they support, the battle drill was 
honed to a fi ne edge.
 Nearly 20 Special Opera-
tions enablers, many new to the 
paragon Special Forces outfi t, 
completed the 14-day biannual 
Special Forces Basic Combat 
Course - Support Nov. 8. Per 
regulation, the Soldiers - from 
cooks to drivers, intel to signal -
are required to complete the 
uncompromising course for a 
tactical tune-up prior to going 
downrange or every two years.
 Th e 1st Battalion, 1st Special 
Forces Group is unique, in that 
it is one of two forward de-
ployed battalions in the Special 
Forces’ inventory. Th eir portfo-
lio is as diverse and challenging 
as one would expect of Special 
Operations in the Pacifi c. For 
the enablers, this means being 
at the top of their game as the 
Green Berets they support 
serve far beyond the tip of the 
spear.
 “Because of our unique 
status forward, we are able 
to accomplish a great deal in 
the [Pacifi c Command area 
of responsibility] in support 
of Special Operations Com-
mand — Pacifi c,” said Head-
quarters Support Company 
Commander Capt. Eric, whose 
last name is withheld due to 
security reasons. “[Th e Bat-
talion’s] support Soldiers will 
learn critical skills to support 
[Operational Detachment — 
Alphas] during deployment 
and develop a solid baseline 
for the Soldier fundamentals in 

shooting, moving, communi-
cating and medicating,” he said. 
 During the two-week trial, 
Soldiers revisited basic tasks 
like marksmanship, commu-
nications and troop-leading 
procedures while tackling more 
advanced concepts like Zodiac 
maritime operations training, 
ATV driver’s training and 
Tactical Combat Casualty Care. 
For many Soldiers, the chance 
to develop a more diverse skill-
set was an opportunity not be 
missed.
 “You’re expected to go 
above and beyond,” said Staff  
Sgt. Mychal Sexton. “You’re 
challenged to be a versatile 
individual … be able to work 
alongside 18-series [Military 
Occupational Specialties] and 
not just blend in, but be a part 
of the team.”
 Th e Headquarters Support 
Company’s leadership is 
determined to build better 
leaders through rugged yet 
sophisticated training that will 
serve the Regiment well on the 
battlefi eld. Expectations are 
high for the support Soldiers, 
whose readiness is essential to 
waging unconventional war.
 Th e company’s top enlisted 
Soldier said he would advise 
would-be Special Operations 
Soldiers to develop a hunger for 
learning the craft smanship of 
combat and controlled chaos.
 “… Not just in your MOS 
and Soldier skills, but in fi tness 
and physical readiness, ethical 
behavior and leadership,” said 
1st Sgt. Jesse, last name with-
held. “[Special Forces] Soldiers 
continually strive to be the 
very best and they want to see 
those same characteristics in 
the Soldiers serving next to 
them. Th e most valued tool in 
Special Forces is the Soldier on 
the ground, that’s every Soldier 
regardless of his or her MOS. 
Th e main eff ort is and always 
will be the Team. Our role as 
support and enablers is to en-
sure that the Team is supported 
not only with equipment but 
with the skills we bring to the 
fi ght. [Th e course] gives our 
Soldiers the tools to be a part 

of that team,” he said.
 Th e Battalion’s ethos is 
steeped in its lineage of combat 
service, and traces its roots to 
the Offi  ce of Strategic Services 
and the 1st Special Service 
Force during World War II. 
Between 1957 and 1972, 1st 
Special Forces Group Soldiers 
earned eight Distinguished 
Service Crosses, 44 Silver Stars, 
and 244 Bronze Stars for valor 
in Vietnam, according to the 
unit’s offi  cial history. Th ese 
honors were earned at a heavy 
price. Forty Soldiers of 1st Spe-
cial Forces Group were killed 
in Vietnam, while two remain 
missing in action. 
 Th e unit’s prowess in com-
bat continued into the 21st 
Century in places like Iraq and 
Afghanistan, where they had 
the distinction of being some 
of the fi rst Special Operations 
Forces on the ground. 
 “It’s an honor to be in 
this battalion,” said Staff  Sgt. 
Craig Dolsberry, who said he 
hopes the training will serve 
him well in Ranger school. 
Dolsberry said he appreciates 
the responsibility the Battalion 
entrusts him with to lead other 
Soldiers in a forward-deployed 
environment.
 “My expectation is that 
these Soldiers will bring what 
our instructors have invested 
in them back to their sections 
to become better warriors and 
leaders,” said 1st Sgt. Jesse. 
“Th e onus is on them now to 
take what they have learned 
from [the course] to help lead 
training within their sections 
and continue to shape a strong 
NCO corps.”
 While the training the Sol-
diers received will serve them 
well into the future, for now 
many are glad to have their 
graduation certifi cates in hand. 
 “You have the opportunity 
to learn from 18-series guys … 
It’s extremely valuable, said 
Sexton. “Th ey push you to be 
better and so far from what 
I’ve observed, it’s a no brainer. 
I’m glad it’s over … but I rec-
ommend that everyone gets a 
taste.”
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Special Forces Support Soldiers get 
tactical tune-up at two-week course

(U.S. Army photos by Richard L Rzepka) 
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NMCB5 2016 PACOM Deployment
Petty Offi cer 3rd Class Rhian Brinskele, 
assigned to Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 5, trains with Marine 
hurst masters from 5th Angelico on 
proper repelling techniques while on 
deployment to Camp Shield Okinawa. 

Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5's Petty Offi cer 2nd Class 
Andrew Johnson, right, gives direction to Petty Offi cer 2nd 
Class Zachary Voss in a tractor to square up a container on the 
back of a trailer on Camp Shields during an embark exercise. 

 (U.S. Navy photos by Petty Offi cer 2nd class Adam Henderson)

^Petty Offi cer 2nd Class Alan Loutzenhiser, left unloads a road grader at the Alpha yard on Camp Shields during 
an embark exercise. The Exercise tests the commands ability to mobilize within 48 hours to react to different types of 
contingency operations around the world.
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Kadena and Camp Foster emergency 
numbers 
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 

everyone to program their cell phones 

with the emergency numbers. To report an 

emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-

5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For 

Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 

from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

How to file a complaint with IG 
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 

complaint through supervisory channels, 

you may seek IG assistance to determine 

if the complaint should be fi led with the IG. 

You can fi le a complaint if you reasonably 

believe inappropriate conduct has occurred 

or a violation of law, policy, procedures, or 

regulation has been committed. Complete 

the personnel data information on an AF Form 

102 and briefl y outline the facts and relevant 

information related to the issue or complaint. 

List the allegations of wrongdoing briefl y, 

in general terms and provide supporting 

narrative detail and documents later, when 

interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 

should be written as bullets and should 

answer who committed the violation; what 

violation was committed; what law, regulation, 

procedures, or policy was violated; when did 

the violation occur. Help is available: Call 

your Kadena IG offi ce at 634-7622 for Mr. 

Mays or 634-1109 for Mr. Lovingood, or leave 

a message on the Kadena Fraud Waste & 

Abuse (FWA) Hotline at 634-0404.

Post Office closures
Dec 25-27 - Christmas/Family Day

Jan 1-3 - New Year’s/Family Day

For more information or any questions, call 

634-4458.

Post Office holiday mailing deadlines
From the US to Kadena mailing 
timeframes:
Express Mail - Guaranteed service 3-5 days

Priority Mail - 7-21 days

Parcel Post or Space Available Mail - At a 

minimum, 6 weeks to arrive in Okinawa.

Cutoff dates for delivery by Dec. 24:
Express Mail – Dec. 10

From Kadena to the US mailing 
timeframes:
Express Mail - Guaranteed service 3-5 days

Priority Mail - 7-14 days

Parcel Post or Space Available Mail - 15-30 

days

Cutoff dates for delivery by Dec. 24:
Express Mail – Dec. 14

For more information or any questions, call 

634-4458.

Post Office Holiday Schedule
Parcel pick-up hours:
Nov. 26 - Dec. 23, Mon-Sat, 9a.m.-7p.m. 

(Additional 2 hours Mon-Fri and Sat will have 

additional 5 hours of pick-up service)  

Finance Mailing Hours:
Nov. 26 - Dec. 23, Mon-Sat, 9a.m.-5p.m. 

Starting on Nov. 26, fi nance section will be 

open 6 days a week. If you have fi ve or more 

packages, call 634-1351 for an appointment. 

For more information or any questions, call 

634-4458.

Road Construction
Government of Japan contractors will be 

performing construction on base to install 

new sewer manholes and pipes from 8 a.m. 

to 6 p.m. on the following roads:

•  Davis Ave:  Dec. 1, 2016 to Jan. 31, 2017

•  Douglas Blvd and McKennon Ave:  Nov. 1 

to Dec. 31

For more information, contact Eishin Hiyajo 

at 634-4285 or by email at eishin.hiyajo.jp@

us.af.mil.

Schilling Community Center parking lot 
closures
Due to preparation for the upcoming Tinsel 

Town 2016, the Schilling Community Center’s 

parking lot will be closed partially from Dec. 

5-14. The parking lot will be closed entirely 

from Dec. 7-12. Lemay Street will be closed 

from Dec. 8 at 9 p.m. and Rickenbaker Road 

will be partially closed Dec. 10 at 11 a.m. 

For more information, contact the Schilling 

Community Center at 634-1387. 

18th MDG clinic closures
The Kadena Air Base clinic will be closed on 

the following dates in December: Dec. 15 

(Training Day) - Closed 12-4:30 p.m. / Dec. 

26 (Christmas Day Holiday) - Closed All Day 

/ Dec. 27 (Family Day) - Closed All Day. For 

more information, contact Capt. Danielle 

Bradford at 630-4565 or Melissa Cook at 630-

4054. As always, if you require emergency 

medical assistance, please call 098-934-

5911 from your cell phone or report to the 

emergency room at the U.S. Naval Hospital 

on Camp Foster. 

Register for College Classes at UMUC 
(Winter and Spring 1 Sessions)   
Registration for UMUC college courses is 

now open for winter and Spring Sessions.  

Winter Intersession will be held Dec. 19-Jan. 

8. Spring Session 1 will be held Jan. 16-Mar. 

5. For the full schedule of classes, visit asia.

umuc.edu/schedule. Find us at the Education 

Center, call 634-4383, email kadena-asia@

umuc.edu, or check us out on Facebook: 

UMUC Asia Okinawa for more information.   

Traffic Management Office (TMO) 
Closures
Outbound/Inbound Cargo (bldg 792/793) 

offi ce will be at minimal manning Dec. 22 at 

noon. Only MICAP/999 items will be accepted 

after noon. We recommend customers bring 

shipments as early as possible this day to en-

sure adequate time for shipment processing/

receiving. TMO Personal Property/Passenger 

Travel (bldg. 756) will close at noon on Dec. 

22. All sections will resume normal busi-

ness hours on 23 Dec 2016 @ 8:30a.m. For 

emergency leave travel, contact stand-by at 

090-6864-5876.   

Kadena Chapel Angel Tree and Christ-
mas Schedule
Place unwrapped items in collection boxes 

at Chapel 1, 2 or 3 from Nov. 30-Dec. 25 for 

Angel Tree. The following is the Holy Family 

Catholic Community Advent and Christmas 

Schedule: All Catholic Services will be held 

at Chapel 1 / Christmas Eve Masses – Dec. 

24 at 5 p.m., 8 p.m. and midnight / Christmas 

Day Mass – Dec. 25 at noon / Solemnity of 

the Holy Mother of God – Jan. 1 at 8 a.m., 

noon, and 4 p.m. / Regular Sunday Mass – 8 

a.m., noon and 4 p.m. / Daily Mass – Mon-Fri 

at 11:30 a.m. The following is the Protestant 

Faith Community Advent and Christmas 

Schedule: Traditional Service – Dec. 24 at 5 

p.m. at Chapel 2 / Contemporary and Gospel 

Combined Service – Dec. 24 at 5 p.m. at 

Capel 3 / Watch Night Service – Dec. 31 at 

10:30 p.m. at Chapel 3 / Regular Sunday 

Services – Contemporary service at 10 a.m. 

at Chapel 1, Traditional Service at 10:30 a.m. 

at Chapel 2 and Gospel Service at 11 a.m. at 

Chapel 3. The Wired Bean Airmen Ministry 

Center will be open 24/7 from Dec. 23-Jan. 3.

For more information, contact the Chapel at 

634-4888. 

3rd Okinawa International Music 
Festival concert singers needed
Sing a Beethoven’s Symphony 9th with 

soprano vocal Eva Mei and 300 vocalists, 

Feb. 12, 2017, 2 p.m. at Convention Center 

in Ginowan City. We are looking for singers. 

Song will be in German. Cost is 10,000 yen 

to join the choir. There are 10-12 practices 

before the main event. Practice place will 

be in Urasoe City, Ginowan City, Okinawa 

City - must attend the practices. For more 

information, please contact Mr. Shinohara, 

098-951-3600 (Japanese translator needed).

UPCOMING EVENTS
Shogun CrossFit Monthly 
Fundamental's Class
Shogun CrossFit will be hosting its monthly 

fundamentals class on the 3rd Saturday of 

the month.  Class will be held at the Risner 

Continued on PAGE 11
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Gym Functional Fitness area behind the gym.  There 

is a $5 fee for the fundamentals class, but all classes 

after are completely free.  Come on out and learn what 

CrossFit is all about and get into the best shape of your 

life.  Please see our Facebook page for any additional 

information visit www.facebook.com/ShogunCrossFit.

 

C.W. Bill Young DoD Bone Marrow Recruitment 
Drive
The 18th Medical Group will be hosting a Bone Marrow 

Recruitment Drive at the Keystone Theater Dec. 13 

from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.  You could be the one to save a life. 

There is no cost to join the registry and it takes only 

fi ve minutes. For more information, contact Master Sgt. 

Julia Andujar at 630-4893.

Kadena Dragons Japan-American Football 
League Tryouts
Bring your skills to the fi eld, and workout with the Kade-

na Dragons FULL CONTACT football team. We are seek-

ing talent for all positions from all services and civilians. 

Tryouts will be held at the Risner Gym Softball Field A4 

December 3rd and 10th at 1100. For more information, 

contact Coach Jermaine Baker @ 080-6499-5455, email 

kadenafootball@gmail.com, or Facebook https://www.

facebook.com/Kadenafootball    

Circuit Riders Course- Increase your skill and 
Safety Margins
This is your Motorcycle course, you want to be at this 

event! Developed by motorcycle greats and the MSF, 

this course will give you a chance to safely navigate the 

roads in a fun confi dent manner, Dec. 23 from 7:30 a.m.-

4 p.m. This course has safety gear requirements, please 

contact Motorcycle Safety for all the information. For 

more information, contact Pat Yamashiro at 634-2450.

III MEF Band presents Annual Christmas Concert 
Series
Join the III MEF Band from December 7th - 10th at Foster 

Theater for the Annual Christmas Concert Series, and be 

whisked away to the timeless, mystical realm of Christ-

mas. Under the direction of CWO 2 Andres Navarro and 

GySgt Michael Stanley, the Band will perform traditional 

favorites, such as “Carol of the Bells,” themes from “The 

Nutcracker,” and “You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch,” in a 

presentation reminiscent of variety shows from the days 

of Dick Clark and Ed Sullivan.  A total of fi ve ensembles 

and four soloists will take the stage, with Master of Cer-

emonies Cpl Ryan Van Gosen guiding listeners through 

an evening that promises to make Christmas in Okinawa 

feel like home. Ticket reservations may be placed in 

person at the III MEF Band Hall, located on Camp Foster 

between Ocean Breeze and Foster Community Center, 

or by calling DSN 645-3919.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Kadena SAPR Office recruiting event POCs for 
Sexual Assault Awareness & Prevention Month 
(SAAPM)
Are you interested in coordinating one of the April 2017 

SAAPM events for the largest combat wing in the Air 

Force? If so, please attend one of the following meet-

ings: Dec. 9 at 11 a.m. or 3 p.m. in Building 128. Points 

of Contact are needed for the following tentative events: 

Softball Tournament, Golf Tournament, 5K Color Run, 

and Take Back the Night. For more information, contact 

the SAPR Offi ce at 634-0180 or 634-3734.

Kadena Tax Center Notice- Volunteer Call for Tax 
Year 2016
The Kadena Tax Center needs volunteers for the upcom-

ing tax season. Kadena has one of the best tax programs 

in the Air Force. Last year, Kadena Tax Center Volunteer 

Tax Advisors (VTA) helped prepare 2,350 returns, saving 

service members over $668,674.00 in tax preparation 

fees.  This is a great benefi t for Airmen and their families, 

but this free service cannot be offered without help from 

the VTAs. Each VTA is required to attend a fi ve-day IRS 

training (unless they have been a VTA within the past 

two years) and work 20 days in the tax center during 

peak season (Jan - June 2017). The work days can be 

accomplished by working one day every week or a 

block(s) of consecutive days. IRS training:  This will be 

provided, Jan. 9-13; Volunteers need a laptop for train-

ing. Volunteers do not need tax experience as training 

will be given. Individuals with prior experience are highly 

encouraged to volunteer. DEADLINE:  Initial cutoff: Dec. 

9, 2016 Submit VTA names to Christi Murphy at DSN 

634-2512/3300 or email: Christi.Murphy.1@us.af.mil .

 

National American Heritage Month volunteers
The  National American Heritage Month committee 

is looking for volunteers who are of Native American 

descent to prepare and present information on their 

tribes and nations to various agencies around Kadena 

Air Base (schools, volunteer groups, etc.).

Post office volunteers
The post offi ce is looking for volunteers for the holidays. 

Volunteers must be 16 or older and are required to 

attend a mini postal training. Training will be conducted 

every Tuesday in November starting at 8 a.m. For more 

information, contact Staff Sgt. Lakendrick Moore at 

lakendrick.moore@us.af.mil  or call 634-2329 or 634-

4458.

At this time of year, all of Okinawa is fi lled 
with Christmas and New Year’s events for 
the whole family! There is hardly a store or 
establishment that does not have traditional 
holiday music playing. Aside from all the 
holiday activities on your to-do-list, why 
not add a fun and entertaining event that 
all members of your family can enjoy? The 
Okinawa Zoo & Museum in Okinawa City, 
which is not far from Kadena Air Base, 
celebrates its 21st annual Christmas Fantasy 
event that will be held December 23 - 28 
from 4 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. each evening. The 
event is fi lled with lots of holiday cheer such 
as sparkling lights, illuminated Christmas 
trees and decorations that are guaranteed 
to give you that fuzzy, nostalgic feeling as 
you celebrate the holiday season. Check out 
snow that will be falling from snow machines 
(start times: 17:30, 19:15, 20:40) as well 
as a large snow slide and igloos where 

children can play. There is also an artistic 
display of snow, lasers and fi reworks that is 
a must-see. Advance tickets are available 
at Kadena ITT/MCCS Tours at ¥1,800 for 
adults and high school  students, ¥1,000 for 
children from 4 through junior high school. 
Prices at the gate will be ¥2,200 and ¥1,200 
respectively. (Children 3 yrs 
old and below enter for free) 
Parking is available at the 
Okinawa Zoo & Museum, 
Okinawa City Offi ce and the 
Koza Sports Park. There
are shuttles available to
and from the venue. 

Christmas Fantasy
December 23 - 28
Event hours: 4 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
For more information, call Event planning committee 

at 098-933-4190, or
visit www.xmas-fantasy.com/
Okinawa Zoo & Museum 5-7-1 Goya, Okinawa City paid advertisement

Snow in Okinawa? Yes, see it with your own eyes!

Christmas Fantasy

Meet
Santa!
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By North American Aero-
space Defense Command
11/30/2016 - PETERSON AIR FORCE 
BASE, Colo. — Th e North American 
Aerospace Defense Command is cele-
brating the 61st Anniversary of tracking 
Santa’s yuletide journey! Th e NORAD 
Tracks Santa website, www.noradsanta.
org, launching Dec 1, features Santa’s 
North Pole Village, which includes a 
holiday countdown, games, activities, 
and more. Th e website is available 
in eight languages: English, French, 
Spanish, German, Italian, Japanese, 
Portuguese, and Chinese.
 Offi  cial NORAD Tracks Santa apps 
are also available in the Windows, 
Apple and Google Play stores, so 
parents and children can countdown 
the days until Santa’s launch on their 
smart phones and tablets! Tracking 
opportunities are also off ered on Face-
book, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram and 
Google+. Santa followers just need to 
type “@noradsanta” into each search 
engine to get started. 
 Starting at 2:01 a.m. EST on Dec. 24, 
website visitors can watch Santa make 
preparations for his fl ight. NORAD’s 
“Santa Cams” will stream videos on 
the website as Santa makes his way 
over various locations. Th en, at 6 a.m. 
EST, trackers worldwide can speak 
with a live phone operator to inquire 
as to Santa’s whereabouts by dialing the 
toll-free number 1-877-Hi-NORAD 
(1-877-446-6723) or by sending an 

email to noradtrackssanta@outlook.
com. Any time on Dec. 24, Windows 
Phone users can ask Cortana for San-
ta’s location, and OnStar subscribers 
can press the OnStar button in their 
vehicles to locate Santa. 
 NORAD Tracks Santa is truly a glob-
al experience, delighting generations 
of families everywhere. Th is is due, in 
large part, to the eff orts and services of 
numerous program contributors. 
 It all started in 1955 when a local 
media advertisement directed children 
to call Santa direct – only the number 
was misprinted. Instead of reaching 
Santa, the phone rang through to the 
Crew Commander on duty at the 
Continental Air Defense Command 
Operations Center. Th us began the 
tradition, which NORAD carried on 
since it was created in 1958.

NORAD is ready to 
track Santa’s flight

Pork is one of the essential ingre-
dients in Okinawan cuisine.

For example, the “Soki” in Oki-
nawan soba is pork rib. Also, 
popular menu items in izakayas 
such as “Mimiga,” “Tebichi,” and 
“Nakami” are pig ear, feet, and 
intestine respectively.

It is said that “Okinawan people 
eat every part of a pig, except for 
its cry.”

This saying expresses how much 
pig parts are used in Okinawan 
cuisine.

Out of the many brands in Okinawa, “Agu” is the 
most popular and rich tasting pork.

Agu has a long history and it is said that it was 
first imported from China 600 years ago.

A full grown Agu weighs approximately 100 kilo-
grams, and is quite small compared to the pigs 
bred in Western countries. It is highly valued 
because of its slow growth rate.

Although its highly valued, it is very popular be-
cause of its soft quality meat and sweet, flavorful 
fat.

Compared to other pork, Agu has a high level of 
marbling. The fat of Agu has a low melting point 
and the meat melts in your mouth.

The best part is that even though it has ¼ of the 
cholesterol in common pork, it is 3 times as rich 
and flavorful, and contains plenty of collagen.

Agu is highly nutritional, very healthy, and good for 
beauty- an ideal pork product.

It is also expected to have fatigue recovering 
effects, so please try some during your visit here 
in Okinawa.

The Ultimate Okinawan Pork Brand, “Agu”


