
By 1st Lt.
Joseph Butterfi eld
III Marine Expeditionary Force
2/8/2017 - MARINE CORPS 
BASE CAMP BUTLER, Oki-
nawa — F-35B Lightning II 
aircraft  belonging to Marine 
Aircraft  Group 12, 1st Marine 
Aircraft  Wing began conduct-
ing regularly scheduled train-
ing near Okinawa this week. 
 Th e F-35B will operate on a 
transient basis out of Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma and 

Kadena Air Base, much like 
the F/A-18 and AV-8B that it is 
replacing. Due to operational 
security, we do not discuss de-
tailed fl ight information, such 
as time and location. 
 Th e Marine Corps is 
dedicated to supporting the 
U.S.-Japan alliance with the 
most advanced aircraft  plat-
forms in our inventory. Th e 
F-35B represents the future of 
Marine Corps tactical aviation 
and incorporates the mission 

capabilities of the current 
Marine Corps platforms it is 
replacing-the AV-8B Harrier, 
F/A-18 Hornet, and EA-6B 
Prowler-within a single air-
frame. In addition to its short 
takeoff  and vertical landing 
capability, the F-35B’s unique 
combination of stealth, cut-
ting-edge radar, sensor tech-
nology, and electronic warfare 
systems bring all of the access 
and lethality capabilities of a 
fi ft h-generation fi ghter.

F-35B Lightning II conducts first flight operations around Okinawa

Kadena practices real-
world MOPP issue

Kadena Air Base hosts 
Four Chaplains Run

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Anne K. Henry)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey M. Pettis)

F-35B Lightning II aircraft belonging to 
Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing began conducting regularly 
scheduled training near Okinawa this week.

Airmen inventory their Mission-Oriented Protective Posture gear during an exercise Feb. 7, at Kadena Air Base. After quickly grabbing their 
MOPP gear, Airmen must make sure they have all essential pieces of equipment and sign for them.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Jessica Collins) 

Participants of the Four Chaplains Run begin the course Feb. 3 on Kadena Air Base. 
Chaplains and other members of the military community on Okinawa memorialized 
the sacrifi ces of four Army chaplains aboard the U.S.A.T. Dorchester in 1941. When 
their ship was hit by a torpedo from a German U-boat, the chaplains organized the 
evacuation and gave up their life-jackets to their fellow service members. The chaplains 
linked arms and prayed together on the deck of the Dorchester until the ship was pulled 
under water. Due to their actions 230 service members made it off the ship alive. 

An F-15 Eagle assigned to the 
67th Fighter Squadron takes 
off Feb. 2, at Kadena Air Base.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Lynette M. Rolen)
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By Senior Airman
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
2/3/2017 —Long before I stepped 
onto the KC-135 Stratotanker, I 
couldn’t contain my anticipation 
and excitement. I kept thinking 
about how great and rare of an 
opportunity I was being given. 
 As more than 30 of us were 
taken to the fl ightline to board the 
aircraft , my emotions continued 
to build. 
 We were then crammed into 
the aircraft , embarking on the 
journey of a lifetime – a journey 
to a small island with a great 
history – Iwo Jima. 
 Th e fi rst thing I noticed when I 
stepped off  the KC-135 Stratotank-
er was how quiet the airfi eld we 
landed on was. It was so peaceful 
and tranquil. Th ere was no sound 
of birds or crickets. I only felt the 
salty cool breeze of the island and 
the gentle warmth of the sun. Th e 
sun was shining brightly but yet, it 
was a cool 70 degrees.
 All of my senses came alive 
when we were walking along 
the airfi eld. With the eerie quiet 
was the unique smell of sulfur 
infi ltrating my senses. Th e breeze 
seemed to carry the smell every-
where, and it felt as if the sulfur 
was caressing my skin. 
 As we continued walking, I 
thought about the Marines who 
fi rst stepped on the island back in 
February of 1945. In my head, I was 
imagining a scene of an old war-
time movie, black and white, where 
the images, black and grey dots and 
lines jump around the screen. 
 My grandpa (dad’s father) told 
me so many war stories about his 
experience in Japan. Although he 
was not involved with the confl ict 
on Iwo Jima, this experience 
made me able to better grasp what 
he was talking about. 
 Th e Battle of Iwo Jima marked 
one of the heaviest losses for Ma-
rines in any confl ict they’ve ever 
been in, according to Brett Manis, 
18th Wing historian. 

 Th e Marines initially thought 
the battle for this strategic island 
would take only a few hours. 
What was thought to be a few 
hours turned into fi ve weeks and 
one of the bloodiest battles in the 
Pacifi c at the time for the Marines 
during World War II. 
 My mom’s family was impacted 
by loss during the confl ict in the 
Pacifi c. Her father lost two broth-
ers during World War II within 
the span of one year. I can’t even 
begin to imagine the agony and 
grief he endured; those were two 
brothers he would never see again. 
 I attempted to imagine what 
the Marines’ families felt when 
they found out their sons, grand-
sons, brothers, uncles and fathers 
lost their lives during this confl ict. 
 I just wanted to get a tiny glimpse 
of what it was like for them during 
that time and try to even get a little 
bit of understanding for what their 
families experienced. It honestly 
saddened me to even think about it. 
 As the sun beat down on us, we 
started to make our way to Mount 
Suribachi. I began to think about 
what it was like for those Marines 
so many years ago. Many of them 
were just kids; kids involved in 
something so much bigger than 
themselves; kids fi ghting for the 
freedoms we now enjoy.
 I felt like I was stepping back in 
time as we were walking around 
the island.
 Every few minutes, it seemed 
like we discovered some of the 
weaponry used during the battle. 
What was once formidable is now 
rusted over. Some of the weapons 
even looked like they would liter-
ally break apart and disintegrate. 
 As we were hiking, I tried to 
imagine all the sounds occurring 
during the battle; the artillery, 
machine guns going off , Kamika-
ze planes, bombs exploding and 
all the war cries, cries of attack 
and devastation. 
 We were able to walk where 
those Marines walked in 1945 and 
climb Mount Suribachi as they did. 

 Th e climb took some eff ort, but 
I know it was nothing compared 
to what the Marines faced during 
the war. We were climbing with-
out fear of being shot at or losing 
our lives, knowing we would be 
returning safely home at the end 
of the day. Th ey were climbing up 
the mountain, never knowing if 
they would see their families again 
or if it would be the place where 
they would take their last breath. 
 When we fi nally got to the top 
of Mount Suribachi, everyone was 
exhausted. Th en we saw it. 
 Th e memorial which is now 
in place of where those Marines 
raised the American fl ag during 
the confl ict. 
 Th ey overcame so much and 
endured so many losses and yet 
came out the victors. Chills liter-
ally ran up my spine when I saw 
the memorial. I understood the 
signifi cance of it now and what it 
took to get it up there. 
 We were able to see the whole is-
land from the top. It was diffi  cult to 
imagine such a large confl ict with so 
many losses on such a small island.
 We began to go back down the 
mountain and stopped by the beach 
on the south side of the island. We 
went up and down the same slopes 
the Marines did back in 1945. 
 Th e sand was like nothing I’ve 
ever seen before in my life. It was a 
blackish-grey color and when you 
stepped across it, dust just rose up. 
Th e texture of the sand was like 
fi nely ground coff ee beans, coff ee 
beans and quicksand. Going down 
there, it seemed like I was skating 
on the sand as it was; it moved 
with you wherever you went. 
 When I fi nally got to the 
water’s edge, I collected some of 
the sand to send back home to 
my family. As I looked to my left  

and right, fellow service members 
were doing the same. It was grainy 
and rough to the touch, unlike 
any other sand I’ve ever felt. It 
also didn’t sparkle and glisten like 
the sand I’ve seen usually does. 
 We wanted to take something 
home with us which would serve 
as a reminder of our incredible 
trip and possibly provide a small 
bit of closure to family members 
who have lost service members. 
 Coming back up the beach was 
a challenge in and of itself. Climb-
ing (or better yet, crawling) up the 
slopes was no easy feat. Th e sand 
moved and slid with me, so when-
ever I tried to climb up the slope, I 
would always slide down and into 
the sand with every move I made. 
 Our attempts up the slope were 
made without any gear on our backs 
and in complete safety. I couldn’t 
conceive how diffi  cult it was for the 
Marines in 1945 to get up the slopes 
with full battle gear, weapons and 
combating enemy fi re.
 Aft er surmounting the challenge 
of climbing up the sand slopes, 
we explored one of the caves the 
Japanese constructed for shelter. 
 Th is cave was unlike any other 
I’ve ever been in before. Being on 
a volcanic island, it was warmer 
inside and so humid, damp and 
dark, like a vast, elaborate maze. 
 Even though we were in the 
cave for a few minutes, it seemed 
like hours as we kept on walking 
through it. One wrong turn would 
not end well. It could end in 
separation from the group, walk-
ing into centipedes or spiders, 
walking into a wall or going down 
a corridor leading into others, 
resulting in endless wandering. 
 Aft er fi nally exiting the lab-
yrinthine cave, we saw anoth-
er memorial which fi lls up with 

light once the sun sets. As we were 
walking, we came across many 
memorials, commemorating the 
losses of both American and Jap-
anese service members.
 Th is honor was by far the most 
rewarding experience of my life.
 Th is journey made me so 
grateful to be an Airman. It made 
me thankful for the sacrifi ces of 
the heroes who came before me 
and my fellow service members. 
Th ey gave everything so we could 
have a future. 
 Th is journey also helped me to 
better understand the magnitude 
and impact of war. Th ousands upon 
thousands of losses occurred during 
the Battle of Iwo Jima. Th ousands 
of families were just ripped apart, 
never to be the same again. 
 I was greatly humbled by this 
experience. It made me realize 
how precious and short life is and 
how I should never take even one 
moment for granted. At any time, 
war can break out and I may have 
to answer that call. Before this 
trip, I knew I would answer that 
call proudly and happily, but now, 
I will also answer it humbly. 
 I was so honored to have been 
selected to go on this journey. I 
know how few people get to visit 
this historic island. I am grateful to 
my leadership for letting me experi-
ence this once in a lifetime event. 
 Th is experience made me so 
grateful for all of the sacrifi ces made 
by the service men who came be-
fore me so many years ago. Words 
cannot describe the gratitude I feel. 
I’m free to write this today and 
enjoy all the freedoms I have as an 
American because of them.
 I will never forget this experi-
ence. It made me proud to be an 
Airman, a daughter, granddaugh-
ter of warriors, and an American. 
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the offi cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or 
services advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not  constitute endorsement by the Depart-
ment of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight  Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised.  Everything advertised in this publication shall 
be made available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political af-
filiation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.   For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to info@samuraigate.jp
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My Iwo Jima 
Experience

Airmen from Kadena 
Air Base, walk along a 
trail to Mount Suribachi, 
Iwo Jima, Jan. 12. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Lynette M. Rolen)
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Staff Sgt. Sean Ahern,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Kenneth Antosh,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Kristofer Ballard,
82nd Reconnaissance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Corey Baptiste, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron
Staff Sgt. Emily Beckerjeck,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Lathaniel Bryant,
18th Logistics Readiness Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Trevor Chase,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Richard Delgado,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Eddie Del Villar,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Adam Fairchild,
18th Logistics Readiness Squadron 

Staff Sgt. Ashley Feaster, 18th Dental Squadron
Staff Sgt. Colin Frost, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Staff Sgt. Leopold Funk, 18th Munitions Squadron
Staff Sgt. Miguel Garza,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Catherine Geiger,
733rd Air Mobility Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Charlton Hampton,
909th Air Refueling Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Jacob Heaton,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Cassandra Howard,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Thomas Horner,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Robert Hunter,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Dominique Hursey, 18th Maintenance Group 
Staff Sgt. Ryan Ishmael, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Staff Sgt. Joseph Johnson,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Stivens Joseph, 18th Dental Squadron
Staff Sgt. Dwight Mallari,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Jonathan Marin,
18th Component Maintenance Squadron 

Staff Sgt. Kyle Masterpool,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. David Melton,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Corey Mergenthaler,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Lance Mitchell, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron
Staff Sgt. Alexander Moore,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Victoria Mora, 909th Air Refueling Squadron
Staff Sgt. Frank Pappalardo,
909th Air Refueling Squadron
Staff Sgt. Ross Pritchard,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Taylor Quade, 18th Munitions Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Eric Rrequenez,
82nd Reconnaissance Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Kyle Rhodas,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron 
Staff Sgt. David Richards,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Joseph Schulte,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Justin Schwartz, 18th Munitions Squadron       
Staff Sgt. Angelo Sebio,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Sanna Shabbir, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Dustin Shannon,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Matthew Short,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Suriyun Soukhamneut,
18th Component Maintenance Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Ian Swartzwelder, 18th Maintenance Group
Staff Sgt. Andrew Taylor,
18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Staff Sgt. Cort Thompson,
18th Component Maintenance Squadron
Staff Sgt. Drew Troester,
18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Staff Sgt. Katie Vaggle, 18th Medical Support Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Felicia Walker,
18th Security Forces Squadron 
Staff Sgt. Nicole White, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Staff Sgt. Mathew Wojciechowski,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Staff Sgt. Hunter Young,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

54 Airmen inducted as NCOs 

By 18th Wing Public Affairs
2/6/2017 — Team Kadena welcomed 54 newly 
promoted staff  sergeants to the NCO tier during an 
induction ceremony at the Keystone Th eater, Feb. 3. 
 Th e Team Kadena NCO inductees are:

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)
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By Staff Sgt. Victor J. Caputo
51st Fighter Wing Public Affairs
2/8/2017 - OSAN AIR BASE, Republic 
of Korea — Exercise Pacifi c Th under 17-1 
wrapped up aft er more than two weeks of 
intense combat search and rescue training 
across the Republic of Korea.
 Rescue teams comprised of aircraft  
and personnel from the 25th Fighter 
Squadron, the 33rd and 31st Rescue 
Squadrons, and the ROK air force fl ew 
sorties to rescue and escort personnel 
simulating downed pilots back to Osan.
 “[Th ese] scenarios didn’t play out 
exactly how they were planned, [but] their 
ability to assess the situation and then ad-
just their plan in the heat of the moment is 
a testament to their professionalism, fl ex-
ibility and dedication to returning their 
fellow service members to friendly forces,” 
said Tech. Sgt. Jeremy Pevehouse, 51st 
Operations Support Squadron survival, 
evasion, resistance and escape specialist.
 While the primary purpose of the exer-

cise was to provide continuous practice for 
the CSAR teams, an ancillary opportunity 
for pilots to practice their SERE skills was 
present on each mission, as each downed 
pilot spent extended periods of time in the 
wilderness with SERE specialists.
 “[We] look forward to learning new 
lessons throughout this exercise, lessons we 
can take and make sure we never learn when 
lives are actually on the line,” said Lt. Col. 
Razvan Radoescu, 25th FS commander.
 Th e ultimate goal is to have Pacifi c Air 
Forces CSAR teams prepared to accom-
plish their mission, no matter what stands 
in the way.
 “Th e brave men and women who serve 
today…can do so with the full confi dence 
that if they are captured, become missing, 
or fall in battle, this nation will spare no 
eff ort to bring them home. Th is our sol-
emn pledge: However long it takes, what-
ever it takes, whatever the cost.”  -  Paul 
Walfowitz, Deputy Secretary of Defense, 
September 2004

Exercise Pacific Thunder 
strengthens ROK-U.S. Alliance

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Victor J. Caputo)

HH-60 Pave 
Hawks 
assigned to the 
33rd Rescue 
Squadron from 
Kadena Air 
Base, prepare 
for training 
missions at 
Osan Air Base 
in support 
of Exercise 
Pacifi c 
Thunder 17-1, 
Feb. 2.
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By Terri Moon Cronk
Defense Media Activity
2/6/2017 - WASHINGTON — 
Th e United States remains com-
mitted to the defense of Japan 
and stands ready to enhance 
its alliance for regional peace, 
prosperity and freedom, De-
fense Secretary Jim Mattis said 
today, Feb. 4, 2017, in Tokyo.
 In a joint press conference 
with Japan’s Minister of Defense 
Tomomi Inada, the secretary 
said much has changed in Japan 
since he was stationed there as a 
young Marine Corps lieutenant.
 “But one thing is certain: Th e 
alliance between the United 
States and Japan is enduring and 
will remain as the cornerstone 
of peace and security in the 
Asia-Pacifi c region,” he said.

Joint Regional Challenges
 “As the Japanese people 
know so well, jointly we face 
many security challenges in 
this region; from the threat of 
nuclear missile provocations 
by North Korea to increasingly 
confrontational behavior by 
China in the East and the South 
China Sea, [and] we recognize 
the changing security situation,” 
Mattis said.
 In their earlier joint meet-
ing, the two defense leaders 
confi rmed their intention to 

continue close coordination on 
those security issues and others, 
he said.
 Th e secretary said he also 
expressed to Inada the United 
States’ appreciation for Japan’s 
stabilizing and strengthening 
eff orts with its Southeast Asian 
partners, which contribute to 
regional peace, prosperity and 
freedom.

Alliance Critical to Security
 “Th e U.S.-Japan alliance is 

critical to ensuring that this 
region remains safe and secure, 
not just now, but for years to 
come,” he said.
 Th e United States’ 2015 
defense guidelines and Japan’s 
peace and security legislation 
“lay the foundation for us to do 
much more together to increase 
interoperability between our 
forces, and to bolster Japan’s 
capabilities from peacetime to 
contingency, if needed,” Mattis 
said.

 Th e secretary said the coming 
years will see important strides 
on both sides toward realizing 
their mutual goal of a strong 
defense of Japan and a stable 
regional environment in which 
all nations, based on broadly 
accepted international rules, 
can prosper free from fear.”
 Th e United States is invested 
in the alliance by deploying its 
most-advanced capabilities to 
Japan and by maintaining a ro-
bust force structure, Mattis said.

Commitment to Realignment
 “Th e United States also 
remains committed to mutu-
ally agreed-upon realignment 
plans. Th ese include relocating 
Marines to Guam and reducing 
our footprint on Okinawa while 
maintaining the capabilities 
needed to keep Japan and the 
region secure,” he said.
 Mattis and Inada also agreed 
their mutual eff orts to build the 
Futenma replacement facility 
will continue, since “it is the 
only solution that will enable 
the United States to return the 
current Marine Corps air sta-
tion on Futenma to Japan.”
 Japan has made many note-
worthy contributions to region-
al security and to the alliance, 
and the United States “deeply 
appreciates” them, he noted.
 “But make no mistake: In my 
meeting with Japanese leaders, 
both of our nations recognize 
that we must not be found 
complacent in the face of the 
emerging challenges,” the secre-
tary said.
 “As our alliance grows,” Mat-
tis said, “it will be important for 
both of our nations to continue 
investing in our defense per-
sonnel and capabilities. In this 
manner, we will ensure that we 
are true partners today and in 
the years to come.”

Mattis says U.S. remains 
committed to defense of Japan

(DOD photo by Army Sgt. Amber I. Smith)

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis shakes 
hands with the Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe at the Prime 
Minister’s offi ce in Tokyo, Feb. 3.
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By U.S. Embassy 
& Consulate in 
Thailand
2/1/2017 — Th ailand and 
the United States will co-
host the annual, multilater-
al Exercise Cobra Gold in 
various areas throughout 
the Kingdom of Th ailand 
February 14-24.
 Exercise Cobra Gold, 
the largest multilateral 
exercise in Asia, has taken 
place annually for more 
than 30 years. Cobra Gold 
2017, the 36th version of 
the military exercise, will 
bring together more than 
two dozen nations to ad-
dress regional and global 
security challenges and 
to promote international 
cooperation and stability 
within the region.
 Cobra Gold 2017 will 
strengthen regional coop-
eration and collaboration, 
increasing the ability of 
participating nations to 
work together on complex 
multilateral operations 
such as enhancing mari-
time security, preventing 
and mitigating emerging 

disease threats, and 
responding to large-scale 
natural disasters. Th e 
exercise will improve the 
capabilities of participat-
ing nations to plan and 
conduct combined, joint 
operations; build relation-
ships across the region; 
and improve interopera-
bility across a wide range 
of security activities.
 Th is year’s Cobra 
Gold will consist of three 
primary events: a staff  
exercise which includes a 
senior leader seminar, a 
fi eld training exercise that 
includes a variety of train-
ing events to strengthen 
regional relationships and 
enhance interoperability, 
and humanitarian civic 
assistance projects in Th ai 
communities.
 Th ere will be up to 29 
nations either directly 
participating in or ob-
serving Cobra Gold 2017, 
with approximately 3,600 
U.S. personnel directly 
participating in the var-
ious events both ashore 
and afl oat.

By Pacifi c Air Forces 
Public Affairs
2/6/2017 - JOINT BASE PEARL 
HARBOR-HICKAM, Hawaii — 
Th e United States and two ally 
nations in the Indo-Asia Pacifi c 
region are scheduled to participate 
in exercise COPE NORTH 2017 at 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, 
Feb. 15 through March 3, 2017.
 Exercise COPE NORTH is a 
long-standing exercise designed 
to enhance multilateral air opera-
tions between the U.S. Air Force, 
U.S. Navy, Japan Air Self-Defense 

Force and Royal Australian Air 
Force.
 More than 1100 U.S. Airmen 
and Sailors will train alongside ap-
proximately 600 combined JASDF 
and RAAF servicemembers. Ad-
ditionally, more than 100 aircraft , 
comprised of 22 fl ying units from 
the United States, Japan and Aus-
tralia, will participate in CN17.
 Th e exercise will consist of a 
number of events designed to 
increase combat readiness among 
the allied nations including fi ghter 
versus fi ghter air combat tactics 

training and air-to-ground strike 
mission training over the Farallon 
de Medinilla range 160 nautical 
miles north of Guam.
 Beginning in 1978 as a quar-
terly bilateral exercise held at 
Misawa Air Base, Japan, COPE 
NORTH was moved to Andersen 
AFB in 1999. Today, the annual 
exercise serves as a keystone event 
to promote stability and security 
throughout the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c 
by enabling regional forces to 
hone vital readiness skills critical 
to maintaining regional stability.

Pacific Allies gear up for multi-
lateral training in COPE NORTH 17

Airman 1st Class Christopher Avila, 36th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron Fuels Management Flight 
mobile distributor, carries a fuel hose to an aircraft 
during exercise Cope North 16, Feb. 23, 2016, at 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam. 

Exercise
Cobra Gold 2017 
to begin Feb. 14

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Alexa Ann Henderson)         
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Limited time until March  31, small group relaxing tour! Humpback 
whales will come to Okinawa waters for childbirth and child rearing. A 
tour full of excitement where you can observe the magical appearance 
of humpback whales, the amazing scenery of both parent and child.

1. Morning ship: 9 a.m. meet
    9:30 a.m. departure 12:30 p.m. return
2. Afternoon ship: 1 p.m. meet
    1:30 p.m. departure 4:30 p.m. return
*Approximately 3 hours tour
*It will take approximately 1 hour to the whale watching point.
*Sat and Sun only

Location: Chatan Harbor Brewery & 
Restaurant Terrace Oceans Club
Reservation: Please make reservation by 
phone prior to the day.
Others: In case of bad weather, sea 
condition failure etc, tour may be canceled. 
Wheelchair users and pregnant mothers are 
highly recommended to not participate.
*If you can not see a whale, there will be a refund.

Price: 12 years and over: ¥4,000 (tax included)    
             4 to 11 years old: ¥3,000 (tax included)
*Boarding fee, life jacket rental fee, insurance fee are included 
in the price. 

Parking: In Chatan Harbor paid advertisement

Chatan Harbor Brewery & 
Restaurant Terrace Oceans Club

Winter Limited Whale Watching

For Reservations: 098-926-1118
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Japanese Security Guard Academy

Navy Chief sets example for others

The U.S. Army Garrison Okinawa Provost Marshal Offi ce recognized 14 graduates of the 
fi rst Japanese Security Guard Academy on Torii Station Feb. 3. The two weeks of training, 
instructed by the NCOs and members of the USAG-Okinawa protection team, included 
access control procedures, use of force, non-lethal and lethal weapons training, rule of law, 
law enforcement, and physical training. The guards are now prepared to assist USAG-O PMO 
in conducting law enforcement duties and bilateral training with the Japanese Ground Self-
Defense Force and Japanese Police. The guards represent a fundamental shift in employment 
of security forces across the garrison and our continued partnership with the local community.

(Courtesy photo)

By Mass Communication 
Specialist 1st Class
Steven Khor
CFAO Public Affairs
2/6/2017 - KADENA AIR 
BASE — Commissioning as a 
U.S. Navy Offi  cer seemed like 
an unattainable dream for Chief 
Aviation Structural Mechanic 
Egress Systems Upton Wallace. 

But for the St. Andrew Jamaica 
native, it became a reality.
 Wallace said he previously 
tried for the Navy’s Limited Duty 
Offi  cer program twice, each time 
falling short. Th e chances of be-
ing selected for a commission 
was looking slimmer and slim-
mer, but he did not give up. 
 Growing up, his parents gave 

him support and instilled dis-
cipline early in his childhood. 
Th rough this support system he 
was able to get into a student ex-
change program and at the age 
of 21, he went to in Fort Lauder-
dale, Fla., to attend school.
 But life obstacles got in the 
way of Wallace’s plans. When 
school didn’t work out, he end-
ed up dropping out and worked 
odd jobs as he rethought his ca-
reer goals.
 At 29, Wallace decided to 
enlist in the Navy to see new 
things and travel the world. 
 “It was one of the best deci-
sions I ever made,” he said. “I 
wanted a change in my life.” 
 Wallace knew from the be-
ginning of his Navy career that 
he wanted to stay in aviation 
maintenance.
 “When you are working 
around the aircraft , it’s a rush 
every single day - taking care of 
these aircraft  and seeing them 
fl y,” said Wallace. “It’s an unbe-
lievable rush.” 
 Shortly aft er boot camp and 
follow-on school, Petty Offi  cer 
3rd Class Wallace was assigned 
to VFA-25 in Lemoore, Calif., 

where he learned about the 
Limited Duty Offi  cer (LDO) 
program at a recruiting brief.
 Wallace fi rst applied for the 
LDO program as a First Class 
Petty Offi  cer stationed at Naval 
Recruiting District (NRD) Mi-
ami. He was not selected. Aft er 
completing the tour, he volun-
teered for an Individual Aug-
mentee assignment and went 
to Kuwait, where he applied for 
the program again but was not 
selected. 
 He said that while he was a 
bit discouraged aft er not being 
selected the second time, he 
didn’t give up. 
 With 13 years in the Navy, 
Wallace, then a chief, went to 
Patrol Squadron 10 (VP-10) out 
of Jacksonville, Fla. 
 Th rough feedback from his 
command, he learned that it was 
his lack of aviation experience 
that kept him from being select-
ed. Armed with this knowledge, 
Wallace attained all his qualifi -
cations including safe for fl ight. 
He tried for the program a third 
time and was selected. 
 Cmdr. Alan Miller, com-
manding offi  cer at VP-10, said 

he was overjoyed when he 
heard of Wallace’s acceptance.
 “Th is LDO promotion is 
well deserved,” said Miller. 
“Th e U.S. Navy is the ultimate 
winner here.”
 Miller added that this com-
mission serves as an example 
for others.
 “Th e inspiration to my other 
junior Sailors comes from Chief 
Wallace’s daily interaction with 
them,” said Miller. “I love to see 
that Sailors like Chief Wallace 
are always focused on ‘paying it 
forward’ and the development 
and care of our next generation 
of leaders – the junior offi  cers 
and junior enlisted.”
 Wallace said this selection 
serves as an example that per-
severance pays off . He wants ju-
nior Sailors to never give up on 
their dreams.
 “If I can do it, a poor kid 
from Jamaica, then anyone can 
do it,” said Wallace. “Success is 
judged by how many times we 
fall down and how many times 
we get back up.”
 Chief Wallace was commis-
sioned as an ensign Feb. 1 at 
Kadena Air Base’s offi  cer’s club.

^Chief Aviation Structural Mechanic Egress Systems Upton Wallace is pinned by his wife 
with ensign bars at a commissioning ceremony at Kadena Air Base’s offi cer’s club Feb. 1.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Benjamin Stevens)
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Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report 
an emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 
098-934-5911, and from an offi ce phone, 
dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 
098-911-1911, or from an offi ce phone, 
dial 911.

18th Wing Inspector General’s (IG) 
Office announcement
· IG TIDBIT:  It is important to remember that 
Air Force military and civilian employees 
have a duty to promptly report Fraud Waste 
and Abuse (FWA) or gross mismanagement; 
violations of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulations; an injustice; abuse of authority; 
inappropriate conduct, or misconduct 
through appropriate supervisory channels, 
to an IG or other appropriate inspector, or 
through an established grievance channel.  
All military and civilian employees must 
promptly advise the AFOSI of suspected 
criminal misconduct or fraud.
· WHAT SHOULD YOU DO: Attempt 
to resolve FWA issues and personal 
complaints at the lowest level using 
supervisory channels before addressing 
them to a higher-level or the IG. The 
lowest level supervisor can often resolve 
complaints more quickly and effectively 
than a higher-level supervisor not familiar 
with the situation. The IG system should be 
used when you’re unable to resolve your 
issue through normal supervisory channels. 
· YOUR INSTALLATION IG TEAM IS: Lt. Col. 
Bryan Johnson (634-3521), Mr. Ray Mays 
(634-7622), and Mr. Stephen Lovingood 
(634-1109) for help and/or assistance with 
your complaint or situation.
· NEED TO BE ANONYMOUS: Call your 
Kadena FWA Hotline at 634-0404 and leave 
a detailed message.

IMR Green Day
In order to improve access to care for IMR 
requirements, Public Health is starting a 
new initiative called  ‘IMR Green Day’.  All 
active duty personnel will receive priority 
at immunizations 7:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m. and 
12:45 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., and lab during their 
normal hours of operation. Additionally, 
deployment related health assessments 
will have walk-in hours from 7:30 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at Public Health. IMR Green Day 
will be held the third Friday of every month.

Air Force IBM Forms Migration
Removal of IBM Form Viewer software is fast 
approaching (March 2017). Owners of offi cial 
records are responsible for converting fi lled-
in IBM forms in fi ling systems to PDF to 
ensure future viewing. Open the form now 
and save/print as PDF to ensure accessibility.

Finance Closure
The 18th Comptroller Squadron fi nance 
customer service will be closed the third 
Thursday of every month for training. The 
next closure will be February 16. For more 
information, contact the Budget Offi ce at 
632-6453/634-2601 or Customer Service at 
634-1300.

Military Saves Week
The Military Saves Week from Feb. 27 
- Mar. 3 is an opportunity for our military 
community to focus on fi nancial readiness 
and help them reduce debt and save their 
hard-earned money. Service members and 
their families are encouraged to access 
www.militarysaves.org., take the “Saver 
Pledge,” and support the 2017 theme, “Set 
a Goal, Make a Plan, Save Automatically.” 
For more information, contact Airman and 
Family Readiness Center at 634-3366.

Housing Office Closures
The Kadena DoD Family Housing Offi ce, 

Camp Kinser Offi ce, Camp Courtney Offi ce, 
Furnishing Management Services and 
Furnishing Management Services Self-Help 
will be closed Feb. 20 - 21.  For emergency 
assistance, contact at 634-HOME (4663).

Pass and Registration Visitor’s 
Center upcoming closures
The pass and registration visitor’s center will 
be closed Feb. 20 - 21 for Presidents Day 
and down day. (Japanese side will be closed 
also.) Feb. 23 will be closed at noon for 
training day. For more information, contact 
Master Sgt. Alfredo Reyes at 634-1033.

Retirement & Separation Finance 
Briefing
Every fi rst Wednesday of the month from 
9 - 10 a.m. is a retirement and separations 
fi nance briefi ng to assist members with 
transitioning. The next meeting will take 
place Mar. 1 in Bldg 721C in the fi nance 
training room. Required items to being 
include: ID and orders. For more information, 
contact Capt. Amy Bragg at 634-4000, 
Airman 1st Class Ishmail Mosby 632-0336 
or Senior Airman Jesse Monroe at 632-2398.

WIC Overseas Program Enrollment 
and Eligiblity
The Women, Infants, and Children Overseas 
is a supplemental nutrition program designed 
for pregnant, postpartum, and breastfeeding 
women, infants and children up to the age 
of 5. As a WIC Overseas participant, you 
can receive nutrition education in the form 
of individual counseling and group classes, 
breastfeeding support, supplemental foods 
such as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, eggs, 
and fresh fruits and vegetables, and referrals 
to other health care agencies. For more 
information, check fi nancial/residential 
eligibility, visit or call WIC Overseas. All of 
WIC can be reached at 645-WICO (9426) or 
from a cell phone at 098-970-9426 (Options 

1-Camp Foster; 2-Kadena Air Base; 3-Camp 
Kinser; 4- Camp Courtney) Kadena Air Base 
(Bldg. 428) / Camp Foster (Bldg. 5674) / 
Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408) / Camp Kinser 
(Bldg. 107 Rm. 121)  

2017 Kadena Shoguns Air Force 
Dragon Boat Team for Okinawan 
festival
The men’s 2017 Kadena Shoguns Air Force 
Dragon Boat Team is looking for highly 
motivated team members. No experience 
required just be willing to learn. Practice 
Info: Starting Feb. 7 thru May 5 at the Kadena 
Marina Every Tuesday and Thursday 5:30 
p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 2 practices in a Dragon Boat 
in April (Transported by bus from Kadena, 
Risner Gym). Race date: May 5 at Naha. 
POC: Joe.hurt@us.af.mil DSN: 634-7109

Learn Japanese & Chinese
Japanese & Chinese Classes for any level. 
OHJ Skills 090-9788-2615 http://ohjskills.
com

UPCOMING EVENTS
Shogun CrossFit Monthly 
Fundamental’s Class
Shogun CrossFit will be hosting its monthly 
fundamentals class at the Risner Gym 
Functional Fitness area behind the gym 
Feb. 18, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. There is a 
$5 fee for the fundamentals class, but all 
classes after are completely free.  Come on 
out and learn what CrossFit is all about and 
get into the best shape of your life. Please 
see our Facebook page for any additional 
information visit www.facebook.com/
ShogunCrossFit.

NCOA Graduation         
The Erwin PME Center would like to invite you 
to attend the NCOA Class 17-2 graduation 
ceremony. At the Keystone Theater on 

To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil    NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.
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With red-tiled roofs and open spaces laid 
with Ryukyu-tatami mats, visitors can watch 
the blue sky over the garden’s stone wall while 
feeling the warmth of the trees. Time flows 
slowly in “Kominka”, or old traditional houses 
in Okinawa, creating a somewhat nostalgic 
feeling regardless of whether or not it is your 
first time visiting.

The charming features of these kominka are 
being recognized once again.

Not only are conservation activities being 
carried out for these traditional buildings, but 
the number of places that tourists can visit 
freely is also increasing.

The calming atmosphere that cannot be replicated 
by new buildings is perfect for cafes and restau-
rants. There are also shops that sell folk crafts 
and miscellaneous goods, as well as kominka that 
have been renovated into hotels and condos which 
are popular amongst those who want to have a 
relaxing stay.

There are also many families who repeatedly come 
for long weekends, and it seems here you can 
enjoy an Okinawa that cannot be experienced at a 
modern resort.

The Nakamurake Residence in the Nakagami area 
is one of the most famous kominka.

This wonderful house was built over 150 years 
ago around the mid 18th century, and has been 
designated as one of Japan’s important cultural 
properties.

It is the perfect spot to study the characteristics 
and history of these old traditional houses.

There are still many old houses on remote islands 
such as Taketomijima and Togejikima, where you 
can feel the old-fashioned Okinawa scenery just 
by walking through the village.

Experience “Kominka”, traditional 
Okinawan houses
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Feb. 16 from 10-11 a.m. Please come out 
and support your subordinates, peers, and 
supervisors. For more information, contact 
Master Sgt. Christian Vitanza at 634-5452. 

Team Kadena 4th QTR Awards 
Ceremony
The Team Kadena Fourth Quarter Awards 
Ceremony at the Keystone Theater, Feb.10, 
at 3 p.m. Please come out and reconizes 
quarter awards winners. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteer Victim Advocate Class
The Kadena Sexual Assault Prevention 
& Response offi ce is looking for highly 
motivated men and women to become 
volunteer victim advocates. We are 
conducting a Volunteer Victim Advocate 
training class from Feb. 27 - Mar. 3; see the 
Kadena SAPR page under Volunteer Victim 
Advocate Application. For more information 
call at 634-0180 or 634-3734.

American Legion seeking volunteers
The local American Legion need of 

assistance the last Sunday of every month 
with help to maintain Tomari International 
Cemetery grounds. This small cemetery, 
established for Commodore Perry in 1853 
holds many foreign individuals, but most 
are Americans who were killed or served in 
WWII Battle of Okinawa, Korean War and 
Vietnam Wars. Last Sunday of every month: 
Feb. 26, from 9 - 11:30 a.m. / Mar. 26, from 9 
- 11:30 a.m. / Apr. 30, from 9 - 11:30 a.m. For 
more information, contact Senior Airman 
Charlie Schleuger at 634-7271 or email at 
charlie.schleuger@us.af.mil. 

Kadena High School Spanish 
program seeking volunteers
Kadena High School’s Spanish program 
is looking for fl uent Spanish-speaking 
volunteers to interact with their Spanish 
students. Volunteers are needed during 
the school day from 7:20 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. 
on the following days: March 3, April 12 and 
May 12. If you are interested in volunteering 
or want more information, please contact 
Elizabeth El Ansari at elizabeth.elansari@
pac.dodea.edu
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