
F-22s travel
for training

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

An F-22 Raptor from the 90th Fighter Squadron 
lands at Kadena Air Base, while F-15 Eagles from 
the 67th Fighter Squadron taxi on the fl ightline 
Feb. 7. The F-22 Raptors stopped at Kadena Air 
Base before traveling on to Royal Australian Air 
Force Base, Tindal. As allies, the U.S. and Australia 
have agreed to more frequent movements of aircraft 
across the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region.

2017 Okinawa Marathon - Kadena traffic delay

Sunday, Feb. 19

By 18th Wing Public Affairs
2/15/2016 — Gate 2 and Gate 5 will be 
closed to vehicle traffi c from 8:30 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. Roads will be closed from 
Gate 2 on Kuter Blvd. to Vincent Avenue 
and from Vincent Avenue to Schreiber 
Blvd. and from Schreiber Blvd. to Gate 
5. However, Gate 2 will remain open for 
pedestrian traffi c with authorized base 
passes. Gate 1 and Gate 3 will be open 
as normal.

Runners will enter Kadena Air Base 
through Gate 2 on Kuter Blvd., turn left 
onto Vincent Avenue at Chapel 2, turn 
left on Schreiber Blvd. at Kadena High 
School, and exit the base through Gate 5.  

The following facilities will be affected 
by the marathon: Chapel 2; the Kadena 
Library; Shogun Inn; Offi cers Club; 
Kadena High School; Bob Hope Prima-
ry School; Amelia Earhart Intermediate 
School; dormitories located along the 
route, family housing on Beeson Ave-
nue; the temporary lodging facility; and 
visiting offi cers quarters.  

Residents living inside the on-base 
route should consider parking their ve-
hicles outside the affected area if they 
plan to travel anywhere from 8:30 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. There will only be one au-
thorized vehicle egress route into/out 
of the affected area.  Vehicle traffi c will 
be allowed to cross at the intersection 
of Vincent Street and Beeson Street. 
Traffi c will be regulated by Security 
Forces. Runners will have priority and 
wait times to cross may be as long as 
30 minutes; please plan accordingly. 
Pedestrians will only be authorized to 
cross the marathon route on the cross-
walks near the Base Exchange, at the 
Kadena USO, and behind the Offi cers 
Club to cross over Kuter Blvd. These 
crosswalks will also be regulated by 
security forces.   

Please direct any traffi c related ques-
tions or concerns to Staff Sgt. Drake at 
the 18th Security Forces Squadron at 
DSN (634-1397).

JAAGA recognizes Naha and Kadena top Airmen
Winners of the Japan-American Goodwill Association 
awards and their commanders pose for a group photo after 
the awards ceremony, Feb. 3, at Naha Air Base. JAAGA is 
an organization made up of retired JASDF offi cers whose 
goal is to foster good relations between the two countries.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis)
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By Shellie Daniels
2/9/2017 — Spending Valen-
tine’s Day in Oahu, Hawaii, 
probably sounds like a dream to 
many people. Beautiful beaches, 
warm sunshine, balmy breezes 
and world class sunsets all work 
together to make this one very 
romantic locale. 
 However, my circumstances 
were neither convenient nor 
romantic. My husband and I 
were there so I could begin my 
nine-month treatment plan 
against breast cancer. 
 Our story actually begins 
seven months prior, on the 
Fourth of July, 2015. We were 
stationed on Kadena Air Base —
our fourth assignment with the 
U.S. Air Force. I noticed a small 
red area on my skin about the 
size of a pencil eraser. Of course 
any time the words “lump” and 
“breast” are used in the same 
thought pattern, the fi rst thing 
that comes to mind is cancer. 
 I made an appointment and 
had both a mammogram and an 
ultrasound exam done. 
 Nothing of concern was 
found; however, the red spot 
and the lump did not go away, 
so I went back to my primary 
care physician to seek further 
treatment. 
 During this time, my 
husband Josh deployed to the 
Middle East and was scheduled 
to be away for six months. “No 
problem,” I thought — we had 
endured deployments before, 
and I could handle this one too. 

 My doctor recommended 
I see a dermatologist, and in 
early December he did a punch 
biopsy. On December 23, 2015, 
I received a call asking me to 
come in for the results of the 
biopsy. 
 My world came crashing 
down when the doctor con-
fi rmed what I had suspected all 
along — cancer. 
 I had Christmas with our two 
young children as if nothing 
were wrong. We baked cookies 
for Santa Claus, had dinner 
Christmas Eve with friends, 
and then I tucked them in, not 
knowing if I would even be 
around for their next Christmas. 
 Waiting the 96 hours until 
the clinic reopened was the 
worst 96 hours of my entire life.
 Th e next day, Josh and I were 
reunited and scheduled to de-
part for Tripler Army Medical 
Center in Hawaii the following 
week for treatment.
 My mother and stepfather 
arrived in Okinawa January 1, 
2016, to take care of our chil-
dren, and Josh and I were on a 
fl ight two days later.
 Once in Hawaii, I was intro-
duced to my treatment team. 
Eventually, the second ultra-
sound and magnetic resonance 
imaging, MRI, actually showed 
the tumor. Th e treatment plan 
we chose involved unilateral 
mastectomy. I was taking no 
chances. 
 On January 15, 2016, I went 
into surgery for the fi rst time. 

 In total, I spent almost two 
months having and recovering 
from four surgeries in order to 
get rid of the cancer which had 
made it to my lymph nodes. I 
was going to be receiving 16 
rounds of chemo once I had 
healed enough. 
 Meanwhile, back in Japan, 
Josh’s mother had taken over 
keeping our children. Due to 
the extent of my treatment, she 
ended up having to pack up our 
household goods, sell our cars 
and physically move with our 
children to San Antonio, Texas, 
where we would eventually be 
stationed so I could fi nish my 
treatment. We had not seen our 
children in 57 days. 
 We never returned to Japan. 
We never had the chance to say 
goodbye to our friends and co-
workers; we had to rely entirely 
on their love and friendship to 
get our family reunited. 
 Once in Texas, I began the 
fi rst of 16 chemotherapy treat-
ments at the San Antonio Mili-
tary Medical Center. I lost all of 
my hair about two weeks into it. 
But I’m stronger than cancer. 
 My loving husband and chil-
dren, along with family, friends, 
and several nurses met in the 
chemo room on July 19, 2016, 
when I rang the victory bell 
signifying the completion of the 
chemo portion of my treatment. 
 Aft er a brief vacation with 
my family, I was back at it to 
begin six weeks of daily radia-
tion treatments. Once again, my 

family was there when I had my 
last dose of radiation, and we 
put our handprints on the wall 
alongside all those others who 
had completed their radiation 
treatments. 
 At the present, there is no 
evidence of disease and I am 
cancer free. 
 Our story has many more 
chapters to be written; the can-
cer battle was just an event in 
the adventure known as life. 
 Th is story was full of love; 
from my husband who never 
left  my side, took all the notes 
at the doctor visits because I 
was so overwhelmed with what 
they were saying, held me when 

I cried, accepted me when I lost 
my hair and my breasts; from 
my children who cheered for 
me when I won the battle, our 
family and friends who dropped 
everything to help and love us. 
 People are put in our lives 
for a reason, and I am forever 
grateful for the love I was shown 
during this entire process. 
 Love is defi nitely stronger 
than any cancer, and it’s some-
thing cancer cannot take from 
you.
 Editor’s Note: U.S. Air Force 
Maj. Josh Daniels is the former 
Chief of Public Aff airs for the 
18th Wing Public Aff airs offi  ce 
on Kadena Air Base, Japan. 

A story of hope, love and celebration

(Courtesy photo)

^The Daniels family poses in front of the radiation treatment room’s victory wall, Sept. 26, 
2016, at the San Antonio Military Medical Center with the hand prints of everyone who has gone 
through treatment in that room. The Daniels family’s hand prints are between them. 
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By Senior Airman
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs
2/13/2017 — As a fi ft h grader growing 
up in Arkansas, all Jordan Carr could 
think of was becoming a fi ghter pilot in 
the U.S. Air Force.
 Now 1st Lt. Jordan Carr, 67th Fighter 
Squadron pilot, has fi nally achieved his 
childhood dream.
 “We had to do a newspaper article 
about what we wanted to do for our 
future career,” said Carr. “I wrote about 
how when I grew up, I wanted to be a 
fi ghter pilot in the U.S. Air Force. From 
then on, I thought, ‘Ok, now everything 
I do, I can work toward this and always 
have a goal, even if it’s super long-term 
and I’m only a fi ft h grader, I can make it 
happen.’”
 Th roughout all of this time, over 16 
years, Carr had support from his family, 
especially his two older brothers who 
have successful Air Force careers.
 “It’s impossible to stay the course 100% 
of the time, so having supportive parents 
and great role models in my life played 
the most vital role,” said Carr. “Staying 
engaged in competitive activities also 
helped me along the way.”
 Carr further stated the guidance and 
encouragement provided by his family 
and role models kept him on his path to 
becoming a fi ghter pilot.
 Carr graduated from the University of 
Arkansas’ Air Force ROTC program in 
2013.
 Now, he’s a fi ghter pilot who’s living 
out his childhood dream and is living 
proof of how long-term goals can be 
achieved.
 “It feels great knowing if you set a goal, 

anything is possible,” said Carr. “Much 
like any other career, achieving the initial 
title is just the beginning and now you 
essentially have a license to learn. Every 
day is a constant reminder that you can 
learn something new, polish a skillset, or 
focus on a weak point in order to better 
yourself and others.”
 As a reminder of his childhood goals, 
Carr’s mother kept the article from his 
childhood to the present day.
 “When I came out here, my mom 
framed the newspaper article from fi ft h 
grade,” said Carr. “I’m living the dream. 
Th ere are a lot of fun things about being 

a fi ghter pilot. It’s exhilirating to fl y fast 
and be tactically minded during the 
fl ight, but it’s also a lot of hard work.”
 In addition to fl ying, Carr monitors 
several additional duties. Although it’s 
hard work, Carr commented he enjoys 
his job and fi nds it rewarding.
 “Carr’s most notable characteristic is 
his positivity,” said Capt. Gregory Schro-
eder, 67th FS weapons offi  cer. “He’s never 
pessimistic and his positive demeanor 
infl uences everybody else. He works with 
maintainers frequently and is a great 
wingman.”
 Carr enjoys working with maintainers 

because it provides him with an oppor-
tunity to share his enthusiasm about his 
job.
 “One of my favorite parts of the job is 
being able to share it with others,” said 
Carr. “When we do incentive fl ights for 
the maintainers, you’re able to showcase 
what their hard work is going toward. It’s 
an awesome way to thank them.”
 Carr said he also enjoys sharing infor-
mation about his job with his family.
 “It’s always fun to tell them what’s go-
ing on,” said Carr. “Especially when my 
two older brothers speak the language 
(of being a pilot) and we can talk about 
the nature of the work and the fun things 
about it.”
 Carr mentioned even though his job 
is fun, he is constantly studying and 
perfecting his skill.
 “Th e 18th Wing is successful because 
Airmen like 1st Lt. Carr are not satisfi ed 
with the status quo,” said Capt. Robert 
Hendrick, 67th FS assistant director of 
operations. “He has spent long hours 
during the week and many weekends at 
the squadron preparing for training mis-
sions and ensuring the rest of the squad-
ron has the tactical tools to succeed.”
 Hendrick further commented Carr’s 
dedication helps the 67th FS maintain 
a tactical edge and contributes to 18th 
Wing mission success.
 “Th ere are a lot of little cogs that make 
up the big picture,” said Carr. “I think it’s 
easy to get tunnel vision, so it’s important 
to step back and realize we’re all part of 
a team. No community is better than 
another. Remaining humble keeps our 
(Eagle) team performing at a high level 
while encouraging positive integration 
with other units.” 

67th FS pilot achieves life-long goal

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Lynette M. Rolen)

^1st Lt. Jordan Carr is a fi ghter pilot with the 67th Fighter Squadron. As a fi ghter pilot, Carr assists with maintaining 
peace and stability in the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c Region.
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The 18th Wing award winners are:
Airman: Airman 1st Class Kelsey Trexel, 18th Medical Operations Squadron
NCO: Tech. Sgt. Brian Ogbonnaya, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Senior NCO: Master Sgt. Andrew Hallead, 18th Security Forces Squadron
Company grade offi cer: Capt. John Kryminski, 31st Rescue Squadron
Field grade offi cer: Maj. Daniel Parrish, 18th Operations Support Squadron
Civilian Cat I: Masakazu Isa, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron 
Civilian Cat II: Michael Van Stone, 718th Civil Engineer Squadron
Civilian Cat III: Richard Barnes, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron

The Partner Unit winners are:
Airman/Junior Enlisted: Senior Airman Austin Bowen,
320th Special Tactics Squadron
NCO: Staff Sgt. Charleston Kelly, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron
Senior NCO: Senior Master Sgt. Daniel Thompson,
353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron
Company grade offi cer: Capt. Jonathan Parks,
1st Special Operations Suadron
Field grade offi cer: Maj. David Mack, 320th Special Tactics Squadron
Civilian Cat I: Roselyn Diaz, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron
Civilian Cat II: Michael Sullivan, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron
Civilian Cat III: Nick Tolosa, Group 7

The Team Kadena award winners, consisting of nominees from 
the 18th Wing and Kadena Partner Units are:
Honor Guard Airman: Senior Airman Any Hobbie,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Honor Guard NCO: Staff Sgt. Renan Jorge, 18th Dental Squadron
Airman/Junior Enlisted: Senior Airman Austin Bowen,
320th Special Tactics Squadron
NCO: Tech: Tech. Sgt. Brian Ogbonnaya, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
Senior NCO: Master Sgt. Andrew Hallead, 18th Security Forces Squadron
Company grade offi cer: Capt. John Kryminski, 31st Rescue Squadron 
Field grade offi cer: Maj. Daniel Parrish, 18th Operations Support Squadron
Civilian Cat I: Masakazu Isa, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Civilian Cat II: Michael Van Stone, 718th Civil Engineer Squadron
Civilian Cat III: Richard Barnes, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron

Team Kadena recognizes 2016 
4th Quarterly awards winners
By 18th Wing Public Affairs
2/10/2017 — Th e 2016 fourth quarter 
award ceremony for 18th Wing, part-
ner units, Honor Guard and Team 

Kadena was held at the Keystone 
Th eater, Feb. 10.
 Congratulations to the following 
award winners.
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Soldiers and Airmen 
participate in US 
Army Japans best 
warrior competition 
in Okinawa
Maj. Gen. James Pasquarette awards Senior Airman Ryan Lavoie an Army 
commendation medal for being a top fi nisher in US Army Japans best warrior 
competition at Torii Station in Okinawa, Feb12. The top competitors of this 
competition will continue on to compete in a pacifi c-wide competition in Hawaii. 

Airmen with the 31st and 33rd Rescue Squadron, who assisted in the search and 
rescue of an MV-22 Osprey, December 2016, pose with Lt. Gen. Lawrence D. 
Nicholson, at Kadena Air Force Base, Feb. 14. Nicholson, the commanding general of 
III Marine Expeditionary Force, thanked the airmen involved in the search and rescue. 
The aircraft had fi ve crew members onboard, but thanks to the quick thinking of the 
pilot and the efforts of the airmen who responded to the incident, all were recovered.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist Taylor Mohr) 

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Laura Gauna)  

Lt. Gen. Nicholson recognizes Airmen’s support in MV-22 incident
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In Okinawa, there are many places which are called 
‘Utaki’.

They can either be a vast, calming space on the 
outskirts of a village, or an open, lonely place in a 
field or forest. Although there are many various 
types of Utaki, they are all places of prayer and 
considered holy land for Okinawan people who 
worship their ancestors and the gods.

A well-known example of such Utaki is the “Sefa 
Utaki”,

the most highly ranked sacred site among the sev-
en Utaki that appeared in the Ryukyu mythology.

At one time, it was the place of national festivals 
and men were originally forbidden to enter. Even 
the Ryukyu King was only allowed to enter halfway.

Of course, today anybody can enter and in 2000, 
it was registered as a world heritage site under 
the “Gusuku Sites and Related Properties of the 
Kingdom of Ryukyu”.

When visiting, it is important to be modest and 
respectful when praying.

There are 6 different areas to the Sefa Utaki, but 
the one that overwhelms people the most when 
they visit is the “Sangui”.

Passing through the triangle road formed by piling 
large rocks, the path leads to a small place of 
worship on a cliff that looks out over the ocean.

Looking in the direction of “Niraikanai” (*), Kudaka-
jima Island can be seen and is worshipped as “Kami 
no Shima”, or “Island of the Gods”.

The white stones that are spread out all over the 
Sefa Utaki site are brought over especially from 
Kudakajima Island.

*Niraikanai is a Utopia said to be in the ocean far 
away to the East. People’s souls are born here and 
it is said to be the place where we all return. Also 
known as the Country of the Gods, it is also said 
to be the source of good harvests.

Sefa Utaki, Okinawa’s most highly 
ranked prayer site
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By Pfc. Danielle Prentice
Marine Corps Installations Pacifi c 
2/13/2017 — Th e U.S. Consulate Gener-
al, Naha, Okinawa, sponsored the 11th 
annual Friendship Basketball Tourna-
ment Feb. 4 aboard Camp Foster.
 High school teams from the local 
and military communities on Okinawa 
attended the tournament, coming 
together to play friendly games of bas-
ketball.
 “Th e most important thing this 
weekend, win or lose, is friendship and 
sportsmanship,” said Frederick Bales, 
tournament director, during his open-
ing remarks. “We know that we’ll see 

that from all the teams.”
 Overcoming their diff erences, the 
student athletes were able to come to-
gether and compete in a sport that they 
all understand and have fun playing.
 “Th e language and culture barriers 
make it diffi  cult for us to get to know 
one another as much as we’d like to,” 
said Col. William L. DePue, the Camp 
Foster camp commander. “I think 
sports are a great way to break down 
those barriers and create a lasting 
friendship.”
 Even though the games were highly 
competitive, the student athletes were 
still able to build friendships.

 “You are the most important people 
here this weekend,” said Bales to the 
student athletes competing in the tour-
nament. “We’re here because of you. 
We’re so glad to be here with you and 
we’re anxious to watch you compete as 
you always do with such great style.”
 Teams from Futenma and Kita-
nakagusuku won the female and male 
tournaments respectively. 
 “Th e lessons you learn in hard work, 
sportsmanship, determination and 
grit are lessons that are going to pay 
dividends for the rest of your life,” said 
Depue, closing his opening remarks to 
the student athletes.

US Consulate General hosts 11th annual Friendship 
Basketball Tournament aboard Camp Foster

A Kadena High School player 
plays defense as an Urasoe 
High School player throws 
the ball inbounds during 
the 11th annual Friendship 
Basketball Tournament Feb.4 
aboard Camp Foster

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Pfc. Danielle Prentice)
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By Joe Andes
U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa, Japan
Public Affairs
2/10/2017 - CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 
— U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa, Japan 
has made contacting the hospital easier! 
Patients can now call 646-WELL (646-
9355) for direct access to the various 
clinics and departments at the hospital on 
Camp Foster. Th is new number provides 
an effi  cient way to make appointments, 
reach hospital ancillary services, inpatient 
units, and other clinical services.
 “In order to provide the highest quality 
care to our patients, we decided to create 
a single phone number to meet their 
needs,” said CDR Robert Propes, the 
director for Health Care Business at U.S. 
Naval Hospital Okinawa, Japan. “646-
WELL is easy to remember and is your 

one-stop number for  the hospital, the 
portal to all our services.”
 Callers using DSN phone lines can 
now dial 646-WELL to fi nd the offi  ce 
or clinic they’re looking for quickly and 
effi  ciently. Th e new number eliminates 
the need to remember multiple phone 
numbers or search through phone di-
rectories. Th ose dialing in from off -base 
lines or cellular phones can simply dial 
098-971-WELL (098-971-9355).
 646-WELL is for contacting the Naval 
Hospital on Camp Foster. Th ose wish-
ing to contact Branch Medical Clinics 
located at the various camps should 
continue to use their existing numbers. 
Branch Medical Clinic phone numbers 
can be found at the U.S. Naval Hospital 
Okinawa, Japan website: www.med.navy.
mil/sites/nhoki.

U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa 
Japan launches 646-WELL
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Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report 
an emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 
098-934-5911, and from an offi ce phone, 
dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-
911-1911, or from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

How to Receive Emergency 
Notifications in English on Cell 
Phone
Cell phones across Okinawa currently 
receive emergency text notifi cations in 
Japanese from mobile phone service 
providers. To receive emergency 
notifi cations by e-mail in English, contact 
the Readiness & Emergency Management 
Flight at 634-4404.

Air Force IBM Forms Migration
Removal of IBM Form Viewer software is 
fast approaching (March 2017). Owners 
of offi cial records are responsible for 
converting fi lled-in IBM forms in fi ling 
systems to PDF to ensure future viewing. 
Open the form now and save/ print as PDF 
to ensure accessibility.

Pass and Registration Visitor’s 
Center upcoming closures
The pass and registration visitor’s center 
will be closed Feb. 20 – 21 for presidents 
day and down day. (Japanese side will be 
closed also.) Feb. 23 will be closed at noon 
for training day. For more information, 
contact Master Sgt. Alfredo Reyes at 634-
1033.

IMR Green Day
In order to improve access to care for IMR 
requirements, Public Health is starting a 
new initiative called  ‘IMR Green Day’. All 
active duty personnel will receive priority 

at immunizations 7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. and 
12:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., and lab during their 
normal hours of operation. Additionally, 
deployment related health assessments 
will have walk-in hours from 7:30 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at Public Health. IMR Green Day 
will be held the third Friday of every month.

WIC Overseas Program Enrollment 
and Eligiblity
The Women, Infants, and Children Overseas 
is a supplemental nutrition program 
designed for pregnant, postpartum, and 
breastfeeding women, infants and children 
up to the age of 5. As a WIC Overseas 
participant, you can receive nutrition 
education in the form of individual counseling 
and group classes, breastfeeding support, 
supplemental foods such as milk, juice, 
cheese, cereal, eggs, and fresh fruits and 
vegetables, and referrals to other health 
care agencies. For more information, check 
fi nancial/residential eligibility, visit or call 
WIC Overseas.  All of WIC can be reached 
at 645-WICO (9426) or from a cell phone at 
098-970-9426 (Options 1- Camp Foster; 2- 
Kadena Air Base; 3-Camp Kinser; 4- Camp 
Courtney) Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428) / 
Camp Foster (Bldg. 5674) / Camp Courtney 
(Bldg. 4408) / Camp Kinser (Bldg. 107 Rm. 
121)  

Retirement & Separation Finance 
Briefing
Every fi rst Wednesday of the month from 
9 – 10 a.m. is a retirement and separations 
fi nance briefi ng to assist members with 
transitioning. The next meeting will 
take place Mar. 1 in Bldg 721C in the 
fi nance training room. Required items to 
being include: ID and orders. For more 
information, contact Capt. Amy Bragg at 
634-4000, Airman 1st Class Ishmail Mosby 
632-0336 or Senior Airman Jesse Monroe 
at 632-2398.

Blended Retirement System Opt-In 
Eligibility Notifications
On Feb. 10, the Air Force Personnel Center 
began notifying Regular Air Force (RegAF) 
offi cer and enlisted Airmen of their eligibility 
to opt in to the new retirement plan known 
as the Blended Retirement System (BRS) 
starting Jan. 1, 2018. Airmen with less than 
12 years of service as of Dec. 31, 2017 
based on their pay date will be eligible to 
switch to the BRS upon implementation 
Jan. 1, 2018. All Airmen (offi cer and enlisted) 
receiving this notifi cation must click on the 
Blended Retirement System link to review 
the BRS notifi cation data and complete the 
acknowledgement. Acknowledgement is 
mandatory. For more information, please 
contact Tech. Sgt. Agnes Pena, Military 
Personnel Section, 632-4967.

18th MDG Clinic Closures
The 18th Medical Group Clinic will be 
closed on the following dates: Feb 20 
(President’s Day Holiday) - Closed All Day 
Feb 21 (Family Day) - Closed All Day

18th Wing Inspector General’s (IG) 
Office announcement
It is important to remember that Air Force 
military and civilian employees have a 
duty to promptly report Fraud Waste and 
Abuse (FWA) or gross mismanagement; 
violations of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulations; an injustice; abuse of authority; 
inappropriate conduct, or misconduct 
through appropriate supervisory channels, 
to an IG or other appropriate inspector, or 
through an established grievance channel.  
All military and civilian employees must 
promptly advise the AFOSI of suspected 
criminal misconduct or fraud.
Attempt to resolve FWA issues and 
personal complaints at the lowest level 
using supervisory channels before 
addressing them to a higher-level or the 

IG. The lowest level supervisor can often 
resolve complaints more quickly and 
effectively than a higher-level supervisor 
not familiar with the situation. The IG 
system should be used when you’re unable 
to resolve your issue through normal 
supervisory channels. 
Lt. Col. Bryan Johnson (634-3521), Mr. 
Ray Mays (634-7622), and Mr. Stephen 
Lovingood (634-1109) for help and/or 
assistance with your complaint or situation. 
Call your Kadena FWA Hotline at 634-0404 
and leave a detailed message.

2017 Kadena Shoguns Air Force 
Dragon Boat Team for Okinawan 
festival
The men’s 2017 Kadena Shoguns Air 
Force Dragon Boat Team is looking for 
highly motivated team members. No 
experience required just be willing to learn. 
Practice Info: Starting Feb. 7 thru May 5 
at the Kadena Marina Every Tuesday and 
Thursday 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 2 practices 
in a Dragon Boat in April (Transported by 
bus from Kadena, Risner Gym). Race date: 
May 5 at Naha. POC: Joe.hurt@us.af.mil 
DSN: 634-7109

Learn Japanese & Chinese
Japanese & Chinese Classes for any level. 
OHJ Skills 090-9788-2615 http://ohjskills.
com

UPCOMING EVENTS
Mental and Physical Health 
Awareness Week
Delta Sigma Theta and Air Force Women 
Offi cers Associated are hosting a Mental 
and Physical Health Awareness Week at 
the Kadena USO from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m.  We’re going to have some great topics 
as well as great speakers. Snacks will be 
provided but please also bring your lunch. 

To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil    NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.
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The event is open to all ranks, all civilians 
and all genders. Feb. 27 - Healthy sleep 
habits / Feb. 28- A Fit Body: It rests in the 
balance / Mar. 1 - Insights to your emotions 
/ Mar. 2 – The VJJ: What women want to 
know and are afraid to ask / Mar. 3 – Get 
your mind/body right. For more information, 
contact: Dr. Karla Lloyd at karla.snipes@
gmail.com or Maj. Tamala Gulley at tamala.
gulley.1@us.af.mil 

733rd Air Mobility Squadron Blood 
Drive
Professionals from the Blood Bank will 
be collecting blood on Wednesday, Feb. 
22 from 9:00 a.m. - 1 p.m. at the inbound 
side of the Passenger Terminal. All blood 
types are wanted, but O types are specially 
needed. Please help make this a success 
by spreading the word and encouraging 
others to attend. Also, even if you don’t 
think you’re eligible, show up anyway - it 
may turn out that you can donate.

Kadena Annual Bataan Memorial 
Death March
The Kadena Top 3 organization will be 
hosting the annual Bataan Memorial Death 
March on Saturday, April 8 starting at 
6:00 a.m. The event will start at Kadena’s 
Keystone Theater for a remembrance 
followed by march, walk, or jog along 
Kadena’s fl ightline perimeter road. 
Individuals and teams are encouraged to 
participate. For more information, contact 
Senior Master Sgt. Fabrienne Burnett or 
Master Sgt. Danny Lopez.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
American Legion seeking volunteers
The local American Legion need of 
assistance the last Sunday of every month 
with help to maintain Tomari International 
Cemetery grounds. This small cemetery, 
established for Commodore Perry in 1853 
holds many foreign individuals, but most 
are Americans who were killed or served in 
WWII Battle of Okinawa, Korean War and 
Vietnam Wars. Last Sunday of every month: 
Feb. 26, from 9 – 11:30 a.m. / Mar. 26, from 
9 – 11:30 a.m. / Apr. 30, from 9 – 11:30 
a.m. For more information, contact Senior 

Airman Charlie Schleuger at 634-7271 or 
email at charlie.schleuger@us.af.mil.

Volunteer Victim Advocate Class
The Kadena Sexual Assault Prevention 
& Response offi ce is looking for highly 
motivated men and women to become 
volunteer victim advocates. We are 
conducting a Volunteer Victim Advocate 
training class from Feb. 27 – Mar. 3; see the 
Kadena SAPR page under Volunteer Victim 
Advocate Application. For more information 
call at 634-0180 or 634-3734.

Kadena High School Spanish 
program seeking volunteers
Kadena High School’s Spanish program 
is looking for fl uent Spanish-speaking 
volunteers to interact with their Spanish 
students. Volunteers are needed during the 
school day from 7:20 a.m. - 2:15 p.m. on 
the following days: March 3, April 12 and 
May 12. If you are interested in volunteering 
or want more information, please contact 
Elizabeth El Ansari at elizabeth.elansari@
pac.dodea.edu
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