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U.S. Marine Corps F-35B 
Lightning IIs from Marine 
Fighter Attack Squadron 
121, fl y in formation with a 
KC-135 Stratotanker from 
the 909th ARS March 14, 
over the Pacifi c Ocean. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/16/2017 — Imagine billowing wisps of 
smoke rising into the sky, signaling the 
telltale signs of a fi re, as fi rst respond-
ers rally to rescue casualties from an 
earthquake that struck just off  the coast. 
Okinawa is fl ooded with debris from 
damaged buildings. Rescue eff orts are 
underway and civilians are evacuated to 
some of the nearby military installations. 
What happens aft er the natural disaster is 
over and everyone is rescued?
 Contracting offi  cers from the U.S. Air 
Force, Army, and Marine Corps come 
together to meet the challenges of ac-
quiring the basic necessities for survival. 
Challenges such as who buys the supplies, 
what people need for prolonged survival 
and funding sources in times of crisis. 
 More than 60 members of the 18th 
Contracting Squadron and the 18th 
Comptroller Squadron, conduct annual 

operational contracting support joint 
exercises with Marines, Soldiers and 
the Defense Logistics Agency to ensure 
Okinawan residents are able to recover 
aft er surviving a natural disaster.
 During the exercise, contractors and 
fi nance agents split into joint teams and 
are monitored by more experienced 
members of their units who are there to 
observe and evaluate each team’s perfor-
mance on contracting. 
 “We really put a burden on the 
evaluators and observers,” said U.S. Air 
Force Senior Airman Mason Harney, 
18th CONS unit training manager. “Th ey 
are not only responsible for answering 
their team’s questions correctly, but they 
also have to ensure they are working in 
the right direction towards the general 
values we’re looking for in this training.”
 During one of the training scenarios, 
teams had to compose lists of items to 
provide relief such as food, water, shelter ^Contracting offi cers and fi nance agents from the U.S. Air Force, Army and Marine Corps work together as a team 

during an operational contracting support joint exercise Jan. 24, at Camp Foster. Training together prepares members of 
each branch to be able to function together in the event of a natural disaster.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

18th Wing Contractors and 
Comptrollers conduct joint training
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By Senior Airman
John Linzmeier
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/15/2017 — Th e 909th Air Re-
fueling Squadron conducted the 
inaugural aerial-refueling mis-
sion with F-35B Lightning IIs 
from the Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 121, Marine Corps 
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, 
March14, over the Pacifi c Ocean. 
 Th is is the fi rst time the 
909th ARS performed air-to-air 
refueling with F-35B’s within 
their area of operation, making 
the Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 121 one of 26 fl ying 
units currently supported by 
the 18th Wing. Kadena Air Base 
also delivers fuel to aircraft  from 
the U.S. Navy and Republic of 
Korea Air Force.  
 “Th e way we operate between 
services is almost transparent,” 
said Capt. Erik Cadorette, 909th 
ARS pilot. “We’re not going to 
operate any diff erently if are 
working with our sister services 
or our allies. Th ey can request 
gas from us at any point and 
there’s not a lot to change in 
order for us to work with them.” 
 Th e F-35s conducted a 
permanent change of station to 
the Marine Aircraft  Wing, III 
Marine Expeditionary Force in 
January. Th ey are fi  fth-genera-
tion fi ghters and the world’s fi rst 
operational supersonic short 
takeoff  and vertical landing 
aircraft . 

 Th e inaugural mission was 
a key step toward supporting 
the fi ft h-generation fi ghters, 
said Caddorette. He added that 
the initial training experience 
was a valuable opportunity for 
his aircrew because it enables 
them to prepare other pilots and 
boom operators for future F-35 
operations.  
 Th e 909th’s motto is ‘always 
there,’ symbolizing their unwav-
ering presence and readiness to 
support partners who protect 
and stabilize the Indo-Asia-Pa-
cifi c Region.  

 Stratotankers have provided 
the core aerial refueling ca-
pability for the U.S. Air Force 
for nearly 60 years and have 
empowered fi ghter aircraft  for 
generations, from the F-4 Phan-
tom to today’s most advanced 
weapon systems.
 “It is crazy to realize that 
we’ve got these KC-135 that have 
been made in the late 50’s and 
early 60’s and are still capable 
of meeting up with these  new 
F-35s,” said Capt. Matt Davis, 
909th ARS pilot. “It’s a tale of 
two worlds for sure.” 
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^Capt. Matt Davis, 909th Air Refueling Squadron KC-135 Stratotanker pilot, fl ies in formation 
with U.S. Marine Corps F-35B Lightning IIs from Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 121, March 14, 
over the Pacifi c Ocean. The training sortie marked the fi rst air refueling mission with F-35s in the 
909th ARS’s area of operation.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

and hygiene. Th ey also met with 
vendors and fi gured out how 
to communicate in Japanese 
without translators to negotiate 
contracts for these items. Th ese 
are a few of the many problems 
that the teams may encounter 
during an actual crisis.
 Aft er coming up with a list of 
supplies and possible vendors, 
they have to brief the acting 
commander on the funding 
necessary to fulfi ll their objec-
tives.
 According to U.S. Marine 
Corps Maj. Wynndee Young, 
3rd Expeditionary Contracting 
Platoon chief of contracting, 
there are some limiting factors 
during training. Even though 

each service has similar con-
tracting procedures and rules, 
there are diff erent processes and 
slight variances in implementa-
tion. 
 “By training together we can 
self-identify any issues and work 
around them. I think this helps 
build our relationship with the 
18th CONS,” Young said. “If 
something does happen, we 
already have a familiar working 
experience with them and can 
work well together.”
 “If a disaster were to occur 
on Okinawa, in reality we are 
going to be operating jointly,” 
said U.S. Air Force Maj. Mark 
Harris, 18th CONS command-
er. “Our goal with training is 

to familiarize services to joint 
contracting operations while 
providing realistic training 
opportunities to contracting, fi -
nance, and logistics personnel.”
 According to Harris, training 
together with other services 
highlights the joint environ-
ment that exists within Okinawa 
and takes advantage of all the 
diff erent abilities of each service 
to better protect the island.
 “We want to be able to 
respond the best way possible 
to any emergency, to best serve 
the people of Okinawa,” Harris 
said. “Whether it is typhoon, 
tsunami or earthquake. We all 
work together as a team to make 
sure it happens.”

Multilateral collaboration 
continues during CT17 
mission planning

^Capt. Clayton Cruickshank, F-15 pilot with the 44th Fighter Squadron from Kadena Air 
Base, prepares for a large formation exercise with pilots from the Royal Thai air force and 
Republic of Singapore air force during exercise Cope Tiger 2017 at Korat Royal Thai Air Force 
Base, Thailand, March 21. Over 1,200 U.S., Thai and Singaporean military members will 
participate in CT17. The annual multilateral exercise is aimed at improving combined combat 
readiness and interoperability between the Republic of Singapore air force, Royal Thai air 
force, and U.S. Air Force, while concurrently enhancing the three nations’ military relations.

^An E-3 Sentry AWACS aircraft assigned to the 961st Airborne Air Control Squadron 
prepares for a mission during exercise CT17  at Korat Royal Thai Air Force Base, March 21. 

^961st Airborne Air Control Squadron pilots from Kadena Air Base and a Republic of 
Singapore air force pilot discuss mission planning in preparation for a large formation 
exercise during CT17 at Korat Royal Thai Air Force Base, March 21. 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Kamaile Chan)    
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By Senior Airman
Nick Emerick
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/17/2017 — It is said that dogs 
are man’s best friend; military 
working dogs take that role 
very seriously. Working in con-
junction with their handlers, 
they deter crime in a multitude 
of ways: from detecting bombs 
and narcotics, to catching the 
bad guys. 
 Th ese dogs are specially 
trained for their missions, even 

before they go to their fi rst duty 
station. 
 “Our dogs come from a 
variety of places. Th ey’re either 
purchased or bred and go 
through obedience training 
at Lackland starting out as 
puppies,” said Staff  Sgt. Rena 
Bissett, 18th Security Forces 
Squadron military working dog 
handler.
 Not only do these canines 
go through special training 
before they get to start con-

ducting real-life operations, 
their partners have to learn just 
how military working dogs get 
accomplish the mission. 
 “Th e MWD program is a lat-
eral training in our career fi eld. 
We can apply for the school 
and, if we’re picked up, go back 
to Lackland for around three 
months of training in things 
like patrolling, searching 
buildings and basic care for the 
canines,” said. Staff  Sgt. Dylan 
Finch, 18th SFS MWD handler. 

“Any time a MWD handler gets 
assigned a new canine, they get 
a few weeks to build rapport 
with them. Walks, fetch, and 
just playing with them all help 
build a strong relationship be-
tween the handler and the dog.”
 Occasionally the dogs get a 
chance to team up with their 
human companion and show 
other members of the military, 
as well as civilians and Depart-
ment of Defense employees, 
exactly what they can do. 

 “We demonstrate the ‘Six 
Phases of Aggression,’ as well 
as patrolling and protection. 
Th ese demonstrations show our 
capabilities with the dogs as 
well as what’s protecting them 
on a daily basis,”said Bissett. 
 It the relationship between a 
military working dog and their 
handler is a deep and lasting 
bond, working together every 
day, ensuring the safety of all 
those they work so hard to 
protect.

Staff Sgt. Juan Salinas, 18th 
Security Forces military working 
dog handler with MWD Ayila 
during a demonstration of 
the six phases of aggression 
on Mar. 16, at Marek Park on 
Kadena Air Base.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Nick Emerick)

Military 
working 
dogs 
take a 
bite out 
of crime

909th AMU ensures KC-
135 indicators are ready

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

Airman 1st Class Ryan Celestino, 909th Aircraft Maintenance Unit instrument and fl ight 
control systems journeyman, removes and replaces a digital speed indicator from the 
dashboard of a KC-135R March 15, at Kadena Air Base. Maintainers from the 909th AMU 
ensure that the KC-135Rs in their care are operational and mission ready. 
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By Airman 1st Class
Quay Drawdy
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/17/2017 — Blue. Everything 
is an endless monotone of blue 
water and a cerulean sky with-
out a cloud to be spoken for. 
Th e salt scorches every cut and 
scrape without mercy while the 
sun tries to do the same to any 
exposed fl esh. With no wind 
to pull it away, the heat beats 
down relentlessly. Th e silence 
is deafening until a small, rapid 
beating sound can be heard far 
away. With the noise growing 
louder by the second, a sigh 
of relief can be had. Help has 
arrived.
 Day or night, the 33rd Res-
cue Squadron stands ready to 
execute its mission: conducting 
search-and-rescue operations, 
as well as power projection, 
and has been doing just that for 
more than 45 years.
 Th e 33rd RQS trains con-
stantly to ensure they’re ready 
for any emergency, whether it’s 
a simple rescue or a fl ight into a 
hazardous location.
 “We’ll go two-ship into an 
area to rescue downed individu-
als,” said Capt. Nathan Franklin, 
33rd RQS pilot. “For situations 
with elevated threats, we’ll 
coordinate with other branches 

for escorts. Th e goal is to be in 
and out before anyone knew we 
were there.”
 Th e mission of a rescue 
squadron can have a profound 
eff ect on those that witness it 
fi rsthand. Demonstrations of 
their capabilities serve multiple 
functions for the 33rd RQS; the 
members are given an opportu-
nity to train while also showing 
an audience exactly what they’re 
capable of.
 “Seeing them execute was 
incredible,” said Gunnery Sgt. 
Lavonia Joseph, Headquarters 
and Support Battalion. “Actually 
witnessing their mission and 
hearing about the support they 
off er the missions of the sister 
services really is a great thing.”
 Showing their capabilities in 
a controlled environment helps 
show individuals what they do, 
but witnessing the 33rd RQS 
during a true mission has an 
entirely diff erent impact.
 “I was painting fresh markers 
on the fl ight line when I saw 
a rescue squadron come in,” 
said Tech. Sgt. Allan Manuel, 
18th Civil Engineer Squadron 
non-commissioned offi  cer in 
charge of protective coating. 
“Th ey landed and started bring-
ing casualties off  the aircraft . 
When I saw the blood from one 

of the guys on the fresh paint, 
it really drove home just how 
real war is. What the 33rd does, 
what all rescue squadrons do, is 
amazing.”
 On land, in the water, during 
combat, day or night, the 33rd 
RQS remains ready to mobilize, 
deploy or employ its services 
to make sure U.S. and allied 
military members make it home 
safely.

When you’re 
up a creek:
33rd Rescue 
Squadron

Airmen assigned to the 
33rd Rescue Squadron 
demonstrate a fast-
rope rescue March 15, 
at Kadena Air Base. 
Enlisted leaders across 
the services participated 
in a joint professional 
military education week, 
visiting multiple units 
across multiple services 
over the week. The joint 
aspect is designed to give 
those leaders a broadened 
perspective of what each 
branch is capable of.

By AAFES Public Affairs
3/17/2017 — According to a Govern-
ment Accountability Offi  ce study, more 
than 60 percent of taxpayers are likely to 
fi le their taxes incorrectly this year.
 To help service members and their 
families avoid what could be a costly tax 

mistake, the Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service is teaming up with H&R Block to 
provide tax preparation services at a 10 
percent discount through April 18.
 “Preparing your tax return can be 
overwhelming at best and panic-induc-
ing at worst,” said Kadena Main Exchange 

Store Manager, Ann Yi. “Th e Exchange 
and H&R Block want to help military 
families take the guesswork out of fi ling 
with discounted services.”
 Filing with H&R Block at the Kadena 
Main Exchange guarantees fi lers compli-
mentary year-round support from H&R 

Block. H&R Block also off ers military 
shoppers Audit Assistance to help prepare 
a response in the event of an audit.
 Th e Kadena H&R Block offi  ce is located 
downstairs in the Kadena Main Exchange 
Concession Mall. It is open Tuesday to 
Sunday between the hours of 1000-1900.

Kadena Main Exchange partners with H&R Block 
to offer discounted tax preparation service

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Quay Drawdy)
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By Senior Airman
Nick Emerick
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/17/2017 — Every branch 
of service has its own unique 
capabilities, a fact that may be 
forgotten in the day-to-day 
operations of a single branch. 
Th e joint Okinawa experience 
professional military course 
aims to remedy that problem. 
 Enlisted leaders from across 
Okinawa joined forces for a 
week-long joint professional 
military education experience 
to learn the mission of their 
fellow service members.
 “Th e Okinawa joint experi-
ence has opened my eyes to a lot 
of diff erent things,” said United 
States Marine Corps Gunnery 
Sgt. Otto Tallerico, Marine Avi-
ation Logistics Squadron 36 avi-
onics staff  non-commissioned 
offi  cer in charge. “Th is is my fi rst 
professional military education 
seminar where it included work-
ing with other branches and 
seeing what it is they bring to 
the fi ght. I never really saw what 
the Air Force was running for 
combat operations in places like 
Iraq and Afghanistan. Talking to 
these chiefs, and learning the ca-
pabilities contributed has been 
a great experience to see how 
much support you’re getting as 
you move forward when the fl ag 
goes up.”
 Participants received a lesson 
on the strategic importance of 
the mission on Okinawa. Senior 
enlisted leaders from across 

the island gave a briefi ng about 
the joint mission and working 
together. 
 “We get so invested in our 
own services that it’s a good 
idea to branch out to the other 
services and see what’s going 
on and get to know our coun-
terparts,” said Petty Offi  cer 1st 
Class Chad Rowe, master at 
arms, commander fl eet activity 
center Okinawa. 
 Subsequently, the class re-
ceived the opportunity to tour 

diff erent branches’ military 
installations. 
 “Every day we did a diff erent 
branch of service, going through 
what kind of operations they 
conduct, doing physical train-
ing, and other types of training 
they conduct,” said Sgt. 1st Class 
Kevin Shaw, launcher platoon 
sergeant, 11th Air Defense 
Artillery. “Th e opportunity to 
do a course like this is amazing, 
because whenever we deploy, it’s 
never going to be alone.” 

 Five days of travelling and 
learning together gave each 
member an appreciation of their 
fellow service member and their 
component in the joint mission. 
 “Seeing the Patriot missile 
launcher was the highlight of 
the experience for me, just to 
see that we have something like 
that makes me feel incredibly 
safe on the island, and on top 
of that knowing that the Air 
Force is watching the skies at all 
times,” said Tallerico. 

 With every branch doing 
their specifi c job and ultimately 
working toward the same goal 
of peace in the Pacifi c, the exer-
cise really encompasses the idea 
of “one team, one fi ght”. 
 “I think it’s the way of the 
future to learn about the strug-
gles that other branches have 
and what we can do as a team 
to overcome those obstacles and 
become a better fi ghting force, I 
think it’s key to overcoming some 
of our limitations,” said Tallerico. 

^The run was one part of a fi tness 
assessment taken by Marines on an annual 
basis. Members of the sister services 
participated as part of a week-long joint 
professional military education course.

   Service members participate in a portion of a U.S. Marine Corps 
fi tness test March 16 at Camp Hansen. Enlisted members from 
across the sister services took part in three events designed to test 
the fi tness of U.S. Marines. Throughout the week, the members 
participated in events and demonstrations designed to broaden 
their knowledge on what each branch does and brings to the fi ght. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Nick Emerick)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Quay Drawdy)            

Joint PME course brings services together

^
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By Airman 1st Class 
Corey Pettis
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/15/2017 — Members of the 
Japan Air Self-Defense Force 
visited Kadena’s Security Forces 
Squadron March 14, to see how 
U.S. base defense operations are 
performed.
 Th e JASDF security forces 
members toured the SFS to get 
a fi rst-hand look at U.S. security 
operations and training. 
 “Th e main purpose of this 
tour is to bolster relationships 

with our JASDF counterparts 
and assist in their training,” 
said 1st Lt. Robert Stone, 18th 
SFS S-4 fl ight offi  cer. “If there 
is ever a situation where JASDF 
members have to come here to 
help out, this will make it easier 
to integrate smoothly at a local 
level.”
 Th e JASDF members re-
ceived a mission briefi ng on 
Kadena and the SFS in general. 
Th ey then had the opportunity 
to ask any questions. 
 Th ey were then given a tour 

of the Squadron and its diff erent 
sections, such as the base de-
fense operations center, investi-
gations offi  ce, and interview and 
holding cells.
 “We want these guys to have 
a better understanding of how 
our security operations work at 
every level,” said Stone.
 Th e JASDF members wit-
nessed new security forces 
member going through OC 
spray training followed by a 
walkthrough of the armory. 
 A table of diff erent rifl es and 

shotguns were laid out for them 
to learn about and handle, along 
with a police car and Humvee 
for them to walk around. 
 At the end of the tour, the 
security forces military working 
dogs and their handlers gave an 
obedience demonstration. Th ey 
then showed how security forces 
uses the working dogs in situa-
tions of uncooperative suspects.

 “Th is whole experience 
was very interesting and very 
educational,” said JASDF Capt. 
Shigeto Hayakawa. “Th e U.S. 
military trains and operates 
as if they are being forward 
deployed, they train to do 
things how it would actually 
happen and I think there are 
many things we can learn from 
that.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis)

JASDF visits Kadena’s SFS

^Members of the Japan Air Self-Defense Force pose with members of the Security Forces Squadron during a tour March. 14, at Kadena Air 
Base. The JASDF members received a tour of the squadron as well as a demonstration from the military working dogs. 

Operational 
Contract Support 
Joint Exercise 2017

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Chad Chisholm)            

Master Sgt. Mary Anne Reyes, fl ight chief of fi nancial analysis from the 18th Comptroller 
Squadron, Kadena Ari Base, explains the denominations of currency available to Senior 
Airman. Az Pasion, fi nancial services technician from Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, during 
Operational Contract Support Joint Exercise-17, March 20, at Fort Bliss, Texas. OCSJX-17 
brings service members and civilians together from all branches of the Department of 
Defense and across the total force spectrum, as well as coalition partner nations and 
agencies from outside the DOD. 
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By Kat Bailey
Air Force Personnel Center Public Affairs
3/21/2017 - JOINT BASE SAN AN-
TONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — Th e 
Air Force has selected seven enlisted 
Airmen to participate in the Enlisted to 
Medical Degree Preparatory Program, 
(EMDP2), beginning in July 2017.
 Th e selectees are Staff  Sgt. Kristen 
Bishop, Off utt Air Force Base, Nebras-
ka; Staff  Sgt. Seth Holmquist, Joint Base 
Elemendorf-Richardson, Alaska; Tech. 
Sgt. Richard Luna, Kadena Air Base, 
Japan; Staff  Sgt. Michael Payne, Luke 
AFB, Arizona; Staff  Sgt. Evan Tweed, 
Andersen AFB, Guam; Staff  Sgt. Ethan 
Wolk, Off utt AFB; and Staff  Sgt. Seti 
Zepeda, Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona.
 Th e EMDP2 off ers enlisted mem-
bers an opportunity to complete the 
preparatory coursework for admission 
to medical school while maintaining 
active duty status and full pay and bene-
fi ts. Th e program, which incurs a three-
year active duty service commitment, 
includes coursework in a traditional 
classroom setting with structured pre-
health advising and formal medical 
college admission test preparation.

 “Th is program is open to candidates 
who are dedicated to becoming future 
physicians, leaders and scholars of the 
nation’s medical force,” said Calvin 
Baker, the Air Force Surgeon General 
continuing medical education director.
 Airmen selected for the two-year 
program will transfer on permanent 
change of station orders to Bethesda, 
Maryland. Th ere, they will attend 
school full-time at the Uniformed Ser-
vices University of Health Sciences with 
tuition and associated academic costs 
funded by the Air Force.
 Following successful completion 
of the program, graduates will apply 
for acceptance to the USUHS medical 
school and/or civilian medical schools.
 “Once accepted for an approved 
medical school, participants will be 
commissioned as second lieutenants in 
the Medical Services Corps,” Baker said. 
“As fourth year medical students, those 
lieutenants will be eligible to apply for 
medical residencies approved by the 
Air Force Health Professions Education 
Requirements Board.”
 Th e next EMDP2 board is scheduled 
for January 2018.

AF releases board 
results for Enlisted 
to Medical Degree 
Preparatory Program
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By Leanne Thomas
Tripler Army Medical Center
3/16/2017 - HONOLULU — Brain In-
jury Awareness Month is throughout the 
month of March and is designed to draw 
awareness to the impact traumatic brain 
injuries (TBI) have on warfi ghters.
 “People sustain a TBI in combat, mo-
tor vehicle accidents, during sports and 
other recreational activities and through 
other daily events where you can fall or 
hit your head,” said Gregory Johnson, 
Medical Director at the Tripler Army 
Medical Center Brain Injury Center, in 
Hawaii. “Since 2000, more than 350,000 
service members were diagnosed with 
TBI.” 
 Mild TBI, also known as a concussion, 
is common in the military in both gar-
rison and theater. According to Johnson, 
most concussions occur in garrison. 
“Routine military activities in garrison 
and off -duty leisure activities such as rid-
ing motorcycles, parachuting, climbing 
mountains, and playing contact sports 
are all very popular among our military 
members, all of which can increase the 
risk of TBI,” said Johnson. Blast injuries 
from devices such as improvised explo-
sive devices produce a high number of 
mild TBIs in combat.
 Th e Brain Injury Center at TAMC 
typically provides services for active duty 
members of all military branches as well 
as their dependents, and typically sees 
300-400 new patients each year mostly 
from a concussion or mild TBI. 
 Th e center guides the patients soon 
aft er the time of their injury through 
recovery by providing therapies such 

as headache treatments, balance reha-
bilitation, hearing evaluation, memory 
training, visual therapies and behavioral 
health therapies to mitigate the common 
symptoms which may occur aft er a TBI.
 “As the largest military hospital in the 
Pacifi c, the Tripler Brain Injury Center 
also cares for people from Japan, Korea, 
American Samoa, Guam and other loca-
tions in the Pacifi c realm,” said Johnson. 
“We also provide consultation with 
providers in the more remote locations 
where they do not have teams of special-
ists.” 
 Just like in the sports world, the 
military recognized a need to treat their 
service members with TBI. In response 
to this need, Congress established the 

Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Cen-
ter (DVBIC) in 1992 to serve active-duty 
military, their benefi ciaries and veterans 
with TBI. DVIBC is committed to raising 
awareness of TBI and has established a 
theme to help draw awareness to Brain 
Injury Awareness Month 2017 called 
‘THINK AHEAD: Be Safe. Know the 
Signs, and Get Help.’

BE SAFE - You have the power to 
prevent mild TBIs by making smart 
decisions in your day-to-day life - so 
always think ahead. Whatever you’re 
doing, think about how you can be safe 
to avoid a TBI (for example, always 
wear a helmet when riding a bicycle or 
motorcycle).

KNOW THE SIGNS - It’s your duty 
to think about your head. Understand 
what a TBI is and communicate to your 
spouses, line leaders and health care 
providers when you think you have been 
injured.
 Th ere is an acronym to help remem-
ber the signs and symptoms of TBI called 
H.E.A.D.S. 
H - for headaches
E - for ears ringing / loss of hearing
A - for amnesia or altered loss of 
consciousness
D - for dizziness / double vision
S - for something feeling not right aft er 
an event or sleep issues.)

GET HELP - TBIs are treatable and 
recovery is possible. Most people who 
suff er a mild TBI recover completely. 
Th e fi rst step in recovery from a TBI 
is recognizing the causes and the 
symptoms and seeking medical advice as 
soon as possible aft er a head injury. 

 Due to the possible signifi cant mental 
and physical impact of concussion expo-
sures, the military established protocols 
that mandate medical evaluation aft er 
the following specifi c events: involve-
ment in a vehicle accident or rollover, 
being within 50 meters of a blast inside 
or outside a building, a direct blow to the 
head in training or recreational activities, 
or as directed by command. 
 From a warfi ghter’s perspective, expe-
riencing a brain injury event from a blast 
or explosion in the chaos of war may be 
diffi  cult to share and hard explain, but pa-
tients should know there is help available.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

Observing Brain Injury Awareness MonthThink
Ahead
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Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-
5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For 
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 
from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

How to Receive Emergency 
Notifications in English on
Cell Phone
Cell phones across Okinawa currently receive 
emergency text notifi cations in Japanese 
from mobile phone service providers. To 
receive emergency notifi cations by e-mail in 
English, contact the Readiness & Emergency 
Management Flight at 634-4404.

18th Medical Group Clinic Closures
The Kadena Air Base clinic will be closed on 
the following dates this spring: Mar 31 (18 Wing 
Down Day) - Closed All Day / Apr 20 (MDG 
Training Day) - Closed noon – 4:30 p.m. / May 
18 (MDG Training Day) - Closed noon – 4:30 
p.m / May 29 (Memorial Day Holiday) - Closed 
All Day / May 30 (Family Day) - Closed All Day. 
The 18th Medical Group is responsible for 
ensuring the 18th Wing’s medical readiness 
in support of the United States’ and Japan’s 
mutual interests. In keeping with this mission, 
the Kadena Clinic will be participating in 18 
Wing upcoming exercises. During exercises, 
our normal patient care and clinical services 
(pharmacy, lab, immunizations, etc.) will be 
impacted, as the clinic will be closed for 
one day during these exercises (exact dates 
subject to scenario). We ask for your patience 
as our trusted professionals exercise their 
skills and work with the Wing and other 
agencies on island in support of these training 
events. We apologize for any inconvenience 
that this may cause. As always, in the event 
of an emergency, seek emergency services 

at the US Naval Hospital on Camp Foster or 
by dialing ambulance services at 634-1796 
or 098-934-5911 by cell phone. For more 
information, contact Capt. Jennifer Stark at 
630-4504, Capt. Danielle Bradford at 630-
4565, or Ms. Melissa Cook at 630-5050.

A&FRC closure
The Airman and Family Readiness Center will 
be closed March 31, from noon to 5 p.m. for 
staff training.

How to file a complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be fi led with the IG. 
You can fi le a complaint if you reasonably 
believe inappropriate conduct has occurred 
or a violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation has been committed. Complete the 
personnel data information on an AF Form 
102 and briefl y outline the facts and relevant 
information related to the issue or complaint. 
List the allegations of wrongdoing briefl y, 
in general terms and provide supporting 
narrative detail and documents later, when 
interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should 
answer who committed the violation; what 
violation was committed; what law, regulation, 
procedures, or policy was violated; when did 
the violation occur. Help is available: Call 
your Kadena IG offi ce at 634-7622 for Mr. 
Mays or 634-1109 for Mr. Lovingood, or leave 
a message on the Kadena Fraud Waste & 
Abuse (FWA) Hotline at 634-0404.

IMR Green Day
In order to improve access to care for IMR 
requirements, Public Health is starting a 
new initiative called  ‘IMR Green Day’. All 
active duty personnel will receive priority at 
immunizations 7:30 - 11:30 a.m. and 12:45 - 
4:00 p.m., and lab during their normal hours 

of operation. Additionally, deployment related 
health assessments will have walk-in hours 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Public Health. 
IMR Green Day will be held the third Friday of 
every month.

WIC Overseas Program Enrollment 
and Eligibility
The Women, Infants, and Children Overseas 
is a supplemental nutrition program designed 
for pregnant, postpartum, and breastfeeding 
women, infants and children up to the age of 5. 
As a WIC Overseas participant, you can receive 
nutrition education in the form of individual 
counseling and group classes, breastfeeding 
support, supplemental foods such as milk, 
juice, cheese, cereal, eggs, and fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and referrals to other health 
care agencies. For more information, check 
fi nancial/residential eligibility, visit or call 
WIC Overseas. All of WIC can be reached at 
645-WICO (9426) or from a cell phone at 098-
970-9426 (Options 1- Camp Foster; 2- Kadena 
Air Base; 3-Camp Kinser; 4- Camp Courtney)
Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428)   
Camp Foster (Bldg. 5674)   
Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408)
Camp Kinser (Bldg. 107 Rm. 121)  

Blended Retirement System Opt-In 
Eligibility Notifications
On Feb. 10, 2017, the Air Force Personnel 
Center began notifying Regular Air Force 
(RegAF) offi cer and enlisted Airmen of their 
eligibility to opt in to the new retirement plan 
known as the Blended Retirement System 
(BRS) starting Jan. 1, 2018. Airmen with 
less than 12 years of service as of Dec. 31, 
2017 based on their pay date will be eligible 
to switch to the BRS upon implementation 
Jan. 1, 2018. All Airmen (offi cer and enlisted) 
receiving this notifi cation must click on the 
Blended Retirement System link to review 
the BRS notifi cation data and complete the 
acknowledgement. Acknowledgement is 

mandatory. For more information, please 
contact Tech. Sgt. Agnes Pena, Military 
Personnel Section, 632-4967. Additional 
information for Air Force personnel receiving 
the notifi cation, can be found on the MPS 
BRS SharePoint site: https://kadena.eis.
pacaf.af.mil/18MSG/18FSS/FSM/FSMP/
SitePages/Blended Retirement System.aspx

Pass and Registration Visitor’s 
Center closure
The U.S. side of the Pass and Registration 
Visitor’s Center will be closed 12 p.m.  to close 
of business for training on the last Thursday 
of every month. For more information, contact 
Master Sgt. Alfredo Reyes at 634-1033.

National Defense Transportation 
Association Okinawa Chapter 
scholarship
The 2017 National Defense Transportation 
Association (NDTA), Okinawa Chapter 
scholarship is available for both graduating 
high school and current college students. 
Applications may be downloaded from 
the NDTA, Okinawa Chapter Facebook 
site at https://www.facebook.com/
ndtaokinawachapter. All applications must 
be turned in with supporting documentation 
no later than April 15. Once notifi ed, winners 
will be presented their scholarship at our 
upcoming NDTA golf tournament. For more 
information, contact Scott Murphy at 634-
8739.

Kadena Library Closure
The Kadena Library will be closed at 1 p.m., 
March 31 for an offi cial function. For more 
information, contact Customer Service at 
634-1502.

Housing Office Closure
The Kadena DoD Family Housing Offi ce, 
Camp Kinser Offi ce, Camp Courtney Offi ce, 

To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil    NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.
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It is said that every house in Okinawa has at least 
one sanshin.

For a long time, the sanshin has followed the Oki-
nawans on the path that they’ve walked. At times 
it providing joy and laughter to the Okinawans. At 
other times healing the sorrow in their hearts.

Not only is the sanshin played in Ryukyu Buyo 
(Okinawan Traditional Dance) and Okinawan folk 
songs, but also plays a big role in Okinawan rock 
and pop nowadays. As you may know, the sanshin 
is the lead instrument played in the song “Shima 
Uta,” which has become world famous.

Originally, it was used for court music. However, it 
gradually transitioned its way to festival music, 
and now it is played regularly in local homes.

The sanshin has three strings (the word “sanshin” 
meaning three lines). It is usually played by the 
right hand with the left hand pressing on the 
strings, but unlike the guitar, there are no frets.

A standard sanshin body is typically covered 
by snake skin. The quality of the snake skin is 
an important factor that changes the sound of 
the sanshin. There are many different types of 
sanshin- some with artificial snake skin, some 
covered with textiles and fabrics, and even some 

made with wood.

There are some cheaper than standard ones, usu-
ally called “Kankara Sanshin,” and are very popular 
as souvenirs.

What’s gaining popularity these days is the 
electric sanshin. You might want to check those 
out when you visit.

If you wish to enjoy more of the sanshin during 
your visit, folk song bars are recommended. You 
will definitely enjoy the song and dance that go 
with the sanshin performance. You can join the 
Kacha-shi (improvised Okinawan dance) at the 
climax and have a memorable night in Okinawa.

A Three-Stringed Instrument that Heals the 
Okinawan Heart- the Sanshin
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Camp Foster, Furnishing Management 
Section and Furnishing Management Section 
Self-Help and Appliance Repair will be closed 
March 29. For more information or emergency, 
call at 634-0333.

Contract positions available at 
Chapel Two
Chapel Two is now accepting bids for a 
prodestant youth choir musician and director. 
Obtain a copy of bid documents at Chapel 
Two, Bldg. 425 between the hours of 7:30 a.m. 
– 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding 
holidays and down days. Requirement for 
contractor background check(s) for position(s) 
involving contact with children below 18 years 
age, as directed by DoDI 1402.5. The Contract 
Offi cer’s contact information for submitting 
bids are Tech. Sgt. Jennifer L. DePrinzio 
who can be reached at Bldg. 425, jennifer.
deprinzio@us.af.mil or 634-1288 and Master 
Sgt. Kevin T. Chellis,  who can be reached at 
Bldg. 425, kevin.chellis@us.af.mil or 634-1288 
for questions. For additional information, 
please go to Chapel Two, Bldg. 425 to pick 
up a full statement of work description and 
requirements.

Men wanted for 2017 Naha Dragon 
Boat Race
The Kadena Air Force Dragon Boat Team is 
looking for men to join them in the Dragon Boat 
Race held on May 5 in Naha City. Practices are 
offered Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Kadena Marina. For more information, 
e-mail Senior Master Sgt. Joe Hurt at joe.
hurt@us.af.mil. You can also fi nd the team on 
Facebook: 2017 Kadena Air Force Shogun 
Dragon Boat Team.

DoD Performance Management 
and Appraisal Program SMART 
Standards Training
The Civilian Personnel Section will be hosting 
a performance plan writing workshop to assist 
GS and FWS Appropriated Fund Civilians in 
the Kadena Air Base Community and their 
Commanders/Supervisors in developing 
performance plans starting March 20 at the 
Shilling Community Center. This optional 
training will focus on writing performance 
plans using the Specifi c, Measurable, 
Achievable, Relevant, and Timely (SMART) 

standards framework. A number of training 
dates for Kadena Air Base will populate. 
Simply select the date, time and location for 
the course you wish to attend and Click to 
Register. You will receive an email notifi cation 
confi rming your registration into the class. 
The classes are currently scheduled through 
April 11. For more information, contact Shon 
Burns-Harris at 632-7914.

Learn Japanese & Chinese
Japanese & Chinese Classes for any level. 
OHJ Skills 090-9788-2615 http://ohjskills.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sexual Assault Awareness & 
Prevention Month Golf Tournament
The Kadena Sexual Assault Prevention 
Association is hosting a golf tournament 
from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m., April 21 at the Kadena 
Banyan Tree golf course to help support 
Sexual Assault Awareness & Prevention 
Month. Grand prizes for 1st and 2nd place 
teams and other games/prizes for all. Register 
at https://einvitations.afi t.edu/inv/anim.
cfm?i=328694&k=01634A0F7253. For more 

information, contact Rebecca Kimberling at 
080-6485-8392 or Jason Markham at 080-
3348-1262.

Kadena Annual Bataan Memorial 
Death March
The Kadena Top 3 organization will be hosting 
the annual Bataan Memorial Death March on 
April 8, 2017 starting at 6:00 a.m. The event 
will start at Kadena’s Keystone Theater for 
a remembrance followed by march, walk, or 
jog along Kadena’s fl ightline perimeter road. 
Individuals and teams are encouraged to 
participate. For more information, contact 
Senior Master. Sgt Fabrienne Burnett at 634-
9407 or Master Sgt. Danny Lopez at 634-3194.

18th Wing SAPR Softball Tournament
The “Knock Sexual Assaults Outta the Park” 
2017 Sexual Assault Awareness & Prevention 
Month’s Softball Tournament will be held April 
8 and 9, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the Kadena Four 
Diamonds Fields. Double Elimination Blind 
Draw Softball Tournament – 12 teams can sign 
up. Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/2017-kadena-saapm-softball-tournament-

tickets-32142114931. Registration closes 
March 31. For more information, contact Tech. 
Sgt. Mathew Kimberling at 080-6483-1834.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Kadena High School Spanish 
program seeking volunteers
Kadena High School’s Spanish program 
is looking for fl uent Spanish-speaking 
volunteers to interact with their Spanish 
students. Volunteers are needed during the 
school day from 7:20 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. on 
the following days: April 12 and May 12. If 
you are interested in volunteering or want 
more information, please contact Elizabeth El 
Ansari at elizabeth.elansari@pac.dodea.edu

Schilling Community Center is 
looking for volunteers
The Schilling Community Center is looking 
for volunteers to assist with the annual spring 
event, EGGsplosion April 15, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at 
the Four Diamonds Sport Complex. For more 
informatio0n, contact Schilling Community 
Center at 634-1387 or email 18fss.fscp@us.af.
mil.

Our ultimate goal is 
for Okinawa’s 1.43 mil-
lion people to return 
to the true God, and 
experience His love. 
From April 5-9, Yugafu 
Church in Sumiyoshi, 
Okinawa City will will 
be hosting, Evange-
list and author John 
Ramirez who will tell 
his remarkable story 
of  personal and spir-
itual transformation 
from satanic cultist in 
the rough streets of 
the South Bronx to his 
subsequent awakening 
to the True Faith through God’s interven-
tion and now Christian evangelist. 
 “On April 5-9,” said Ramirez. “God 
will touch a lot of people with with His 
salvation, healing and spiritual liberation. 
Do not miss out on God’s plan for Oki-
nawa. His message, salvation and healing 

are free. Freedom from circumstances 
and spiritual breakthroughs are free. I 
declare in the name of Jesus that God has 
a wonderful plan for your area. Amen.”
 We are anticipating a great number of 
attendees to this event, be they Japanese 
or Americans. 

Schedule
April 5-6: 19:00 (Yugafu Church) 
April 8: 13:00/19:00 (Yugafu Church )
April 9: 10:00 (Bethany Church, Naha);
              17:00 (Yugafu Church)

Masayoshi Yamauchi, pastor, 
chairman Committee for Inviting JRM

Yugafu Church
1-7-35, 

Sumiyoshi,
Okinawa city

Bethany Church
3-6-24, 

Akebono
Naha City

A message (Ephesians 6) from 
Yugafu Church

For more information   Tel: 080-2707-4416 (Smith) 
Email: jrmokinawa@gmail.com    URL: http://johnyugafu.ti-da.net/

Out&About is paid advertisement

Samurai Gate’s hot pick of the latest island goings-on
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By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/7/2017 — More than 100 middle school-
ers from Kadena Middle School toured 
the 18th Operations Support Squadron 
March 3 to learn how the U.S. Air Force’s 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math initiative relates to its work force.
 Upon arrival, students split into 
groups and received hands-on classes 
from fi ghter pilots, who explained how 
STEM research applies to the F-15 Eagles 
and the diff erent ways it empowers the 
18th Wing to deliver air superiority 
throughout the Indo-Asia Pacifi c Region.
 Capt. Davis Camp, 44th Fighter 
Squadron F-15 pilot, said he hopes the 
fi eld trip helps inspire young minds to 

see what can be accomplished through 
STEM education and encourage children 
to pursue their dreams.
 Th e classes included lessons about 
F-15 Eagle history, how radar systems 
work, and how stealth is able to avoid ra-
dar. Pilots also taught Sir Isaac Newton’s 
Th ree Laws of Motion, how it applies to 
the F-15 Eagle while in fl ight, and then 
gave the students an up-close look at the 
fi ghter jets on the fl ight line.
 “Some of the questions the students 
came up with during the tour were 
fantastic,” said Camp. “It’s awesome to see 
at such a young age they are able to start 
to think about really complex subjects.”
 Aft er spending the day learning the 
technical aspects of fi ghter culture from 
fi ghter pilots, the teachers thought the 

Airmen of the 44th FS had a positive 
impact on their students. 
 “Th is trip was great for our students,” 
said Patrick Gamez, Kadena Middle 

School teacher, “It takes everything they 
learned in their science class and shows 
them a real-world example of how it is 
used every day.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis)

Kadena Middle Schoolers visit 18th 
Operations Support Squadron

^1st Lt. Brock McGehee, 44th Fighter Squadron F-15 Eagle pilot, shows Kadena Middle School students the engine ex-
hausts of an F-15C Eagle, March 3, at Kadena Air Base.

An F-15 Eagle from 
the 67th Fighter 
Squadron takes off 
March 16, at Kadena 
Air Base. The F-15’s 
superior maneuver-
ability and acceler-
ation are achieved 
through high engine 
thrust-to-weight ratio 
and low wing loading. 


