
By Staff. Sgt.
Peter Reft
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/26/2017 — Th e usual items 
on a 353rd Special Operations 
Group cargo and passenger 
manifest can list Humvees, 
raft s, ATVs, supply drop crates, 
special forces Army Soldiers, 
Air Force pararescuemen, a 
forward area refueling party, or 
a platoon of Marines armed to 
the teeth. However, the manifest 
listed only a single individual 
for this fl ight, the 18th Wing 
commander, Brig. Gen. Barry 
“Dawg” Cornish.
 17th Special Operations 
Squadron aircrews met with 
Cornish March 21 to explain 
how the 353rd SOG contributes 
to the 18th Wing mission. Th ey 
also gave him an insider’s look 
at the MC-130J Commando II’s 
low altitude fl ying maneuver-
ability off  the coast of Okinawa.
 “Th e mission today is ex-
plaining to the general what it 
is we do and how the equipment 
contributes to the mission,” 

said U.S. Air Force Capt. David 
Benes, MC-130J17th SOS pilot. 
“When we take him into the 
air, we can show him how that 
equipment contributes to mis-
sions of the 18th Wing and Air 
Force Special Operations Com-
mand in the Pacifi c Th eater.” 
 Cornish experienced fi rst-
hand the combat prowess of the 
MC-130J from the back of an 
open cargo bay and also at the 
controls of the high-tech cockpit.
 “What a great trip it was to 
go out and see the new MC-130J 
Commando II aircraft . We got 
to sit in the back and watch the 
aircraft  do low level fl ight and it 
was pretty maneuverable. Th is 
was the fi rst time I was able get 
behind the controls airborne, 
and it was a real treat,” said 
Cornish. “It really gave me the 
chance to see the SOG mission 
and appreciate what they do, 
and to let them know how much 
the 18th Wing appreciates them 
and the synergy we have.”
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Japan Ground Self-Defense 
Force members observe Soldiers 
of the 1st Battalion, 1st Air 
Defense Artillery Regiment load 
a Patriot missile battery onto a 
C-17 Globe Master III March 14, 
on Kadena Air Base. The C-17 
Globe Master III is capable of 
carrying payloads up to 169,000 
pounds (76,657 kilograms). 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

^Brig. Gen. Barry “Dawg” Cornish, 18th Wing commander, conducts low altitude fl ight maneuvers in a 17th Special Operations Squadron MC-
130J Commando II March 21, off the coast of Okinawa. The 18th Wing and the tenant unit, 353rd Special Operations Group, collaborate training and 
mission assets as well as cooperate with joint and coalition forces to enhance and bolster peace and security throughout Indo-Asia Pacifi c Theater.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Peter Reft)

18th Wing Commander flies with 17th SOS
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 Th e exchange of experience and oper-
ations knowledge during fl ight training 
enabled Cornish and 17th SOS aircrews 
to gain additional understanding for the 
interoperability between the 18th Wing 
and 353rd SOG.
 “It will increase our readiness and our 
effi  ciency while giving a real world look 
for the 18th Wwing personnel fl ying 

with us to understand exactly what we 
do,” said Benes. “Th at can be further 
leveraged when it comes to contingency 
planning and they ask what the 353rd 
SOG has to off er.”
 Team Kadena’s mission to provide 
peace and stability throughout the Pacifi c 
region revolves around counter-air, air 
refueling, combat search and rescue, 

strategic forward base command and 
control, and building partnerships across 
the Indo-Asia Pacifi c Th eater. 
 Cornish stated that what the 353rd 
SOG does every day is no diff erent than 
the 18th Wing’s mission. He appreciated 
how the tenant unit contributes assets to 
the overall mission capability of Kadena.
 “Just to see today how the SOG 

operates was really cool because in any 
event that we get to train or exercise 
a bit with both conventional and 
unconventional forces in a multi-domain 
environment, it sharpens us and makes 
us better holistically as an Air Force,” 
said Cornish. “It lets folks know that, 
as the Air Force, we are prepared to do 
anything across any domain.”

“I 
am an American Airman…I am a Warrior”…
so begins the Airman’s Creed.  But what 
does it mean?  Th e Warrior ethos is a rich 

amalgam of distinctly human virtues, rooted in 
nature, and wrought by confl ict.  “Warrior” is an 
identity, as much a part of oneself as any character 
trait but not easily earned.  Th e ancient qualities of 
Warriors have changed little…physical strength, 
mental toughness, social connection, and spiritual 
faith…faith in something more ethereal that 
transcends merely one’s own existence.  To refer to 
oneself as a Warrior is simple, it’s much harder to live 
the life…the Life of a Warrior.
 A Warrior understands the need for physical 
strength as more than a means to an end.  Th e 
training itself is powerful.  Physical strength and 
endurance are a wellspring of confi dence and 
self-esteem, the enemies of weakness.  Although 
human confl ict takes many forms, and continues to 
evolve, those who have assumed away the physical 

dimension of war in the past have suff ered greatly 
when thrust into it unprepared.  Th e Warrior 
understands the possibility of being tested to his 
physical limits…in the air, on the ground, or upon 
the water, and his physical strength could mean the 
diff erence between life and death, victory and defeat.  
A Warrior craves to be stronger.  Th e weak crave an 
easier path.
 A Warrior is mentally tough.  A Warrior 
understands that her mind is her greatest weapon.  
Th ere are times when a Warrior’s body can feign 
weakness, but her mind knows better.  A lesser 
person will be sapped by toil, by idleness, or by 
wantonness, but a Warrior learns, prepares, commits, 
resolves, remains focused, calm, and ready…ready.  A 
Warrior is better than she was yesterday, but not as 
good as she’ll be tomorrow.  When a Warrior decides 
on victory, there can be no defeat.
 People can oft en survive alone, independent.  But 
a Warrior knows true strength is in social connection 

and interdependence.  Th e African proverb says, “To 
go fast, go alone, but to go far, go together”.  Together 
Warriors are undefeatable.  Warriors trust.  Warriors 
respect.  Warriors die for each other, and for their 
beliefs.  Th e most fundamental nature of the Warrior 
is his empathy and love for his fellow Warrior.  
Warriors live together, and Warriors die together.  
Th at’s the Life of a Warrior.
 Th ese are sources of strength for a Warrior.  But 
even when it may seem that the Warrior’s body 
will fail her, her mind overwhelmed, seemingly 
alone and defenseless, there is another source.  A 
Warrior’s spirit reaches deep beyond the limitations 
of humanity into her faith.  When the body and 
mind are worn, the spirit redeems.  Th e weak draw 
strength from faith only in times of desperation, the 
Warrior draws strength from her faith every day.
 Physical strength, mental toughness, social 
connection, and spiritual faith…the Life of a Warrior.  
Are you living it?
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Life of a Warrior
Commentary by Brig. Gen. Barry R. Cornish

18th Wing Commander

^18th Wing Shogun Airmen observe the horizon from the cargo bay door of a 17th Special Operations Squadron MC-130J Commando 
II during a training sortie March 21, off the coast of Okinawa. Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish fl ew with the 17th SOS to better understand combat 
capabilities of the MC-130J and aircrews. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Peter Reft)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis)

   Capt. David Benes, 17th Special 
Operations Squadron MC-130J 
Commando II pilot, conducts low 
altitude fl ying during a training 
sortie March 21, off the coast of 
Okinawa. Benes and other pilots 
of the 17th SOS train to maintain 
fl ying skills for combat maneuvers 
and clandestine missions in 
support of the Air Force Special 
Operations Command, the 18th 
Wing, and joint and coalition 
partners throughout the Indo-Asia 
Pacifi c Theater. 

  Tech. Sgt. Kade Bollinger, 17th 
Special Operations Squadron 
MC-130J Commando II instructor 
loadmaster, observes the horizon 
during a training sortie March 
21, off the coast of Okinawa. 
Bollinger conducted low altitude 
fl ight training with Brig. Gen. Barry 
Cornish, 18th Wing commander, 
to give him a fi rst-hand insight into 
the capabilities of the 17th SOS 
and 353rd Special Operations 
Group. 

^
^
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By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/27/2017 — Japan Self-De-
fense Force members conducted 
bilateral training with U.S. Sol-
diers and Airmen March 14 and 
16 to strengthen relations and 
increase readiness.
 U.S. Army Soldiers from the 
1st Battalion, 1st Air Defense Ar-
tillery Regiment, demonstrated to 
the Japan Air Self-Defense Force’s 
5th Air Defense Missile Group 
and the Japan Ground Self-De-
fense Force’s 15th Anti-Aircraft  
Regiment rapid Patriot missile 
battery equipment loading while 
fulfi lling a deployment of U.S. 
Air Force C-17 Globemaster IIIs.
 “Th e 1-1 ADA is moving 
equipment via C-17 to another 
location to support operations 
off  of Okinawa,” said U.S. Army 
Lt. Col. Scott Dellinger, 1-1 ADA 
commander. “At the same time, 
we are taking the opportunity to 
share the experience with our 
JASDF and JGSDF partners.” 
 U.S. Air Force and U.S. Army 
transportation specialists calcu-
lated the weight and dimensions 
of the cargo before rapid trans-
port to the awaiting aircraft . 
Upon arrival to the C-17, Air 
Force and Army transportation 
specialists guided the equip-
ment onto the aircraft .
 “When the fl ag goes up and 
we’re needed to deploy we are 
ready,” said Army Capt. Jonathon 
Craig, 1-1 ADA battle captain. 
“We can mobilize, prepare, and 
load the equipment and person-
nel for transport within hours.”

 Craig said that the training 
was about not only building 
profi ciency but also strengthen-
ing bonds with the JSDF. 
 “We train with our JASDF 
and JGSDF counterparts oft en,” 

said Dellinger. “We have a very 
good partnership and an in-
credibly strong friendship with 
both the JASDF 5th ADMG and 
the JGSDF 15th AAR.”
 Th e Soldiers of 1-1 ADA have 

used every opportunity to train 
together with their JASDF and 
JGSDF counterparts for more 
than a decade and are dedicated 
to their partnership. 
 “If there is a threat to 

Okinawa, the 1-1 ADA, the 5th 
ADMG, and the 15th AAR will 
defend Okinawa together,” said 
Dellinger. “None of us can do 
this mission alone and we will 
succeed by working together.”

1-1 ADA FROM PAGE 1

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

Japan Ground Self-Defense Force 
members observe Soldiers of the 1st 
Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery 
Regiment load Patriot missile battery 
equipment onto a C-17 Globe Master 
III March 14, on Kadena Air Base.

(Left photo) U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Dawayn 
Gibbs, 1-1 ADA headquarters noncommissioned 
offi cer-in-charge, writes down the weight of a 
Patriot missile battery during rapid load training 
March 14, on Kadena Air Base.

(Right photo) JASDF members observe as U.S. 
Soldiers and Airmen prepare for the rapid load of 
a Patriot missile battery onto a C-17 Globemaster 
III March14, on Kadena Air Base. U.S. Army 
Soldiers from the 1-1 ADA invited the JASDF 5th 
Air Defense Missile Group and JGSDF 15th Anti-
Aircraft Regiment to observe and demonstrate 
rapid deployment of the U.S. Patriot missile 
battery system via  C-17 Globemaster IIIs.
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(U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Kamaile Chan)

(Center right photo) Airmen First Class Shalyn Griffi n (left) and Havika Farro 
pose for a photo with students from Ban Tanod Poonpol Witthaya School, Nakhon 
Ratchasima Province, during the Exercise CT17 combined civic action engagement 
in Thailand, March 22. 

(Top photo) An F-15 (front) taxis past a Republic of Singapore Air Force F-15 during 
exercise Cope Tiger 17 at Korat Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand, March 24. 
The annual multilateral exercise, which involves a combined total of 76 aircraft 
and 43 air defense assets, is aimed at improving combined combat readiness and 
interoperability between the Republic of Singapore Air Force, Royal Thai Air Force, 
and U.S. Air Force, while concurrently enhancing the three nations’ military relations.

(Center left photo) Airman First Class Mardee Holmes, assigned to the 18th Wing 
from Kadena Air Base, performs a thru-fl ight  inspection of the top of an F-15, which 
ensures the aircraft is safe for fl ight, during exercise CT17, March 27. 

(Bottom left photo) Senior Airman Gabriel Cisneros, assigned to the 44th Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit from Kadena Air Base, completes a checklist during exercise Cope 
Tiger 17 at Korat Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand, March 24.

(Bottom right photo) An F-15 assigned to the 44th Fighter Squadron from Kadena 
Air Base, taxis past Republic of Singapore Air Force maintainers after returning from 
a sortie during exercise Cope Tiger 17, March 27.

Cope Tiger enhances interoperability 
between three nations
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Kadena’s newest 
leaders graduate 
ALS class 17-C
SrA Chad R Abbett GRAD

SrA Adrianna M Alessi GRAD

SrA Brittany C Alldrin GRAD

SrA Rosemarie L Allen GRAD

SrA Mayvielelaine L Bontuyan GRAD

SrA Gerald R Borromeo GRAD

SrA Thomas D Brittain GRAD

SrA Tyler K Busk GRAD

SrA Jason O Cokley GRAD

SrA Ronald A Cruz GRAD

SrA Benjamin J Dignard GRAD

SrA Jacob P Dunsmore DG

SrA Ruben A Elizondo GRAD

SrA Max R Engstrom GRAD

SrA David A Frey GRAD

SrA Porfi rio I Garcia GRAD

SrA Kenneth A Gertcher GRAD

SrA Travis C Jenkins GRAD

SrA Sean D Jones Al GRAD

SrA Kory D Joseph GRAD

SrA Alec F Lamarca GRAD

SrA Marquis M Lardinois GRAD

SrA Francis P LeonGuerrero GRAD

SrA Enrique  Leyva GRAD

SrA Barnes  Louis GRAD

SrA James K Mace GRAD

SrA Jeremiah Q Maddy GRAD

SrA Keegan A Mcarthur GRAD

SrA Dustin A Mejorada DG

SrA Bianca N Mitchell  GRAD

SrA Brian M Nguyen GRAD

SrA Jeffrey S Paige GRAD

SrA Amber N Patterson GRAD

SrA Zachary W Pease GRAD

SrA Andrew Q Pham Sang GRAD

SrA Aleksander J Pomeroy DG

SrA Taylor A Rayburn Lang  GRAD

SrA Joshua J Russo GRAD

SrA Jakeob R Scaglione GRAD

SrA Nicholas L Schafer GRAD

SrA Zachary P Steinkamp  COMMANDANT

SrA Charles W Stephenson  GRAD

SrA Matthew R Sunderlin DG

SrA Johnathan W Swallow Jr GRAD

SrA John G Tan                          ACADEMIC

SrA John F Thompson GRAD

SrA Desiree R Tuazon GRAD

SrA James E Turnbull  GRAD

SrA James H Tysinger  GRAD

SrA Calvin M Ussery  GRAD

SrA John L Vanbencoten GRAD

SrA Crystal G Wold         DG and LEVITOW

By 18th Wing Public Affairs 

As you may see in your daily life, there are 
so many things that you can call “art ”. It 
could be a piece of paper on which a scenic 
view is beautifully drawn, a house built 
in sophisticated architecture, or even a 
laser show created by colorful beams and 
powerful background music. Then what 
has been the fine art for Okinawans? You 
probably have already seen it if you are or 
have been on the island: Ryukyu glass.

Ryukyu glass is an art of glass that 
requires proficient skills to make and 
also symbolizes Okinawan history. It was 
started to be made after World War ll 
out of the Coke bottles discarded by 
Americans stationed there.

Ryukyu glass comes in various colors. If 
you find a blue one,  just take a few mo-
ments to look at the bubbles in it. Soon 
you will see a spectacular blue ocean 
filled in the small world of the glass.

Making your 
own piece of 
art out of 
glass would 
be a great 
experience.
There will be 
nothing in the 
world the same 
as the one you 
will make.

Ryukyu Blown Glass
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By Senior Airman
Tryphena Mayhugh
86th Airlift Wing
3/1/2017 — Among peals of laughter 
and more than a few tears, friends and 
coworkers bade farewell to not one but 
two U.S. Air Forces in Europe employees, 
who combined totaled more than 80 
years of dedicated service.
 John and Colynn Hamilton, a hus-
band and wife duo working in USAFE 
as a management analyst and human 
resources specialist respectively, celebrat-
ed the end of their long careers in a dual 
retirement ceremony Feb. 24.
 Having married in 1985, the ceremo-
ny refl ected how they’ve spent the last 32 
years: side by side. 
 “A mutual friend in Colorado Springs 
had us over for a dinner party, and from 
that day on we haven’t really been apart,” 
John said. “My favorite memory from my 
career was meeting her. I met the woman of 
my life, and we’ve been together ever since.”
 Even though they will continue their 
journey in life together, there are many 
things they will leave behind. 
 “I will miss the people, the interaction 
on a daily basis,” Colynn said, wiping her 
eyes. “Even just thinking about it, I tear up.”
 John was raised an “Air Force brat,” 
and was born at James Connally Air 
Force Base, Texas. 
 A Vietnam veteran, he served his coun-
try both in and out of uniform. Aft er 12 
years in the Army, where he served in Flor-
ida, Germany, and Colorado, he returned 
to the civilian world and was able to get a 
job at Minot Air Force Base, North Dakota. 
For 23 years, he worked off  and on between 
Minot and Kadena Air Base, Japan, before 
returning to Germany in 2010. 

 Over his 42 years of service, John was 
in the Honor Guard, worked in electronic 
warfare and communications, was a proj-
ect offi  cer for air recruit training devices, 
and completed his career in USAFE. 
 “We’ve always worked our whole 
lives,” John said. “Now it’s time to relax 
and shift  our focus, which is scary. I’ve 
been with the military my whole life.”
 It was a diff erent story for Colynn. 
Born in Ogden, Utah, her fi rst govern-
ment job was working for the Internal 
Revenue Service as a data transcriber. 
It wasn’t until she moved to Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, and was hired at Fort 
Carson in fi nance, that she began her 
career in the Department of Defense. 
 Alongside John, she moved between 
Minot and Kadena, but also worked at 
Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado. Each 
assignment found Colynn working in a 
new area, as she was eager to try some-
thing new. Over her career, she worked 
as a human resource specialist, personnel 
clerk, substance abuse control specialist, 
drug demand reduction coordinator, 
victims advocate, equal opportunity 
manager, and the chief of the quality of 
life section and sexual assault program.
 “Th ey’re going to be missed,” said 
Clint Lock, USAFE human resources 
specialist. “Th ey don’t just talk it, they do 
it. I interact with both of them in diff er-
ent aspects professionally, and I’m going 
to miss them big time.”
 Beginning the next chapter of their 
lives, the Hamiltons bought a home in 
North Carolina. With a river right out 
their front door, they plan to enjoy fi sh-
ing along with other hobbies.
 “Not having to get up and go to work 
will be nice, but at the same time it’s 

scary,” Colynn said. “You don’t know 
what’s going to happen. We’re unusual 
because most people won’t retire when 
they’re overseas. Usually you just walk out 
the door, go back to the home you’ve lived 
in for how many years, and continue on 
your way. We have to develop everything 
new. Th at adds a whole other level.”
 Despite the uncertainty, John and 
Colynn look forward to having more time 
with their fi ve kids and 12 grandchildren.
 “I’ve only known them for two and a 
half years, but I’ve never in the 30 plus years 
I’ve been in the Air Force seen anyone so 
involved in the organization,” Lock said. 
“Everything from Colynn’s baking that she 
brings to every organizational function to 
them being Santa and Mrs. Claus for the 
children, they volunteer their time for the 

health, morale, and welfare of the organiza-
tion. Th at’s really impressed me.”
 Before they departed, John had a few 
words of advice for those who would 
remain behind and continue to carry the 
torch.
 “Get involved,” he said. “Enjoy what 
you do and don’t be afraid to meet 
people. Take a vacation, enjoy Europe. 
Enjoy yourself. I don’t care what it is, get 
involved. Have fun. Th at’s the whole key 
to life, have fun.”
 Aft er at least 40 years of service before 
self each, John and Colynn are ready to 
hang up their hats and enjoy time with 
their loved ones.
 “Th at’s the bottom line,” John said 
with a smile. “I love my wife and we’re 
retiring. We’re done.”

USAFE couple who inspire ‘hang their hats’ to retire

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Tryphena Mayhugh)

^Colynn and John Hamilton, U.S. Air Forces in Europe human resources specialist and management analyst 
respectively, speak during their dual retirement ceremony on Ramstein Air Base, Germany, Feb. 24. After over 80 years 
of combined service, the Hamiltons retired to spend time with their fi ve kids and 12 grandchildren.
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By Joe Andes
U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa, Japan 
Public Affairs Offi ce
3/27/2017 — U.S. Naval Hospi-
tal Okinawa, Japan recognized 
the graduates of the Japanese 
National Physician Graduate 
Medical Education Program 
Class of 2017 in a ceremony at 
the hospital terrace on March 24. 
 Every year, U.S. Naval Hos-
pital Okinawa, Japan selects 
six Japanese physicians to take 
part in this year-long fellowship 
program. Th e physicians rotate 
through various medical and 
surgical specialties under the 
direction and supervision of 
U.S. Navy doctors.  Th e pro-
gram gives Japanese physicians 
the opportunity to experience 
western medicine and gain 
experience working with U.S. 
physicians.
 U.S. Naval Hospital Oki-
nawa, Japan Executive Offi  cer 
Capt. Richard Knitting touched 
upon the importance of the 
program during his remarks at 
the ceremony. 
 “Medical ambassadorship 
is one of this hospital’s core 
philosophies that I believe is 
critical to any hospital organi-
zation, whether that involves 
community outreach or inter-
national programs such as this,” 
said Knittig. “Th e Japanese fel-
lowship program is a wonderful 
example of how medicine allows 
us to easily cross cultural, politi-
cal and national boundaries.”
 Six physicians were honored 
at the graduation ceremony. 
Hospital staff  and family mem-
bers of the graduates watched 
as Dr. Tetsuro Maeda, Dr. Sarah 
Luthe, Dr. Hajime Yano, Dr. 
Daisuke Hasegawa, Dr. Kohei 
Hasebe, and Dr. Ryota Sato were 
presented with their certifi cates 
of completion and recognized 
by the Navy personnel who 
worked alongside them.
 “I’m humbled because the 
six of you sitting in front of me 
are some of the most genuinely 
motivated, compassionate, 
scholarly, intellectual curious, 
and thoughtful people I have 
had the pleasure of meeting,” 

said Lt. Cmdr. Matthew Russell, 
an internal medicine doctor at 
the hospital. “You’re also excep-
tional doctors. Each of you has 
touched the lives of countless 
patients at our hospital and 
enriched the lives of the physi-
cians that had the privilege of 
working with you.”

 In addition to recognizing 
the graduating fellows at the 
ceremony, U.S. Naval Hospital 
Okinawa, Japan also welcomed 
the arriving fellows of the 2018 
program.
 Th e Japanese National Phy-
sician Graduate Medical Edu-
cation Program began nearly 

thirty years ago when United 
States Naval Hospital, Okina-
wa, Japan received support for 
the formation of a program to 
acquaint graduates of Japanese 
medical schools with West-
ern medical practices and to 
enhance overall patient care 
through liaison between U.S. 

Naval Hospital Okinawa, Japan 
and local Japanese hospitals.
 Th rough cooperation be-
tween the Naha Labor Manage-
ment Offi  ce and Marine Corps 
Base, Camp Smedley D. Butler, 
arrangements were made in De-
cember 1990 to select the initial 
class in April of 1991.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa, Japan 
Honors graduating Japanese fellows

(U.S. Navy photos by Joe Andes)

^Fellows participating in the 2017 Japanese National Physician 
Graduate Medical Education Program at U.S. Naval Hospital 
Okinawa, Japan pose for a photo in the front of the hospital, March 
24. Every year, U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa, Japan selects six 
Japanese physicians to take part in this year-long fellowship program. 
Pictured from left to right: Lt. Cmdr. Nawaz Hack, program director 
for the Japanese National Physician Graduate Medical Education 
Program at U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa, Japan, Dr. Kohei Hasebe, 
Dr. Tetsuro Maeda, Dr. Daisuke Hasegawa, Dr. Ryota Sato, Dr. 
Sarah Luthe, Dr. Hajime Yano, and Maj. Angela Fagiana, assistant 
program director for the Japanese National Physician Graduate 
Medical Education Program at U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa, Japan. 

   U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa, Japan Executive Offi cer Capt. Richard 
Knittig delivers his remarks during the Japanese National Physician 
Graduate Medical Education Program graduation ceremony, March 24. 
Every year, U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa, Japan selects six Japanese 
physicians to take part in this year-long fellowship program.

^
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Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report 
an emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 
098-934-5911, and from an offi ce phone, 
dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 
098-911-1911, or from an offi ce phone, 
dial 911.

18th Medical Group Clinic Closures
The Kadena Air Base clinic will be closed 
on the following dates this spring: Mar 
31 (18 Wing Down Day) - Closed All Day 
/ Apr 20 (MDG Training Day) - Closed 
noon – 4:30 p.m. The 18th Medical Group 
is responsible for ensuring the 18th Wing’s 
medical readiness in support of the United 
States’ and Japan’s mutual interests. In 
keeping with this mission, the Kadena 
Clinic will be participating in 18 Wing 
upcoming exercises. During exercises, our 
normal patient care and clinical services 
(pharmacy, lab, immunizations, etc.) will 
be impacted, as the clinic will be closed 
for one day during these exercises (exact 
dates subject to scenario). We ask for 
your patience as our trusted professionals 
exercise their skills and work with the 
Wing and other agencies on island in 
support of these training events. We 
apologize for any inconvenience that this 
may cause. As always, in the event of an 
emergency, seek emergency services at 
the US Naval Hospital on Camp Foster or 
by dialing ambulance services at 634-1796 
or 098-934-5911 by cell phone. For more 
information, contact Capt. Jennifer Stark at 
630-4504, Capt. Danielle Bradford at 630-
4565, or Ms. Melissa Cook at 630-5050.

How to file a complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve 
your complaint through supervisory 

channels, you may seek IG assistance 
to determine if the complaint should be 
fi led with the IG. You can fi le a complaint 
if you reasonably believe inappropriate 
conduct has occurred or a violation of law, 
policy, procedures, or regulation has been 
committed. Complete the personnel data 
information on an AF Form 102 and briefl y 
outline the facts and relevant information 
related to the issue or complaint. List 
the allegations of wrongdoing briefl y, in 
general terms and provide supporting 
narrative detail and documents later, when 
interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should 
answer who committed the violation; 
what violation was committed; what law, 
regulation, procedures, or policy was 
violated; when did the violation occur. Help 
is available: Call your Kadena IG offi ce 
at 634-7622 for Mr. Mays or 634-1109 for 
Mr. Lovingood, or leave a message on 
the Kadena Fraud Waste & Abuse (FWA) 
Hotline at 634-0404.

WIC Overseas Program Enrollment 
and Eligibility
The Women, Infants, and Children Overseas 
is a supplemental nutrition program 
designed for pregnant, postpartum, and 
breastfeeding women, infants and children 
up to the age of 5. As a WIC Overseas 
participant, you can receive nutrition 
education in the form of individual counseling 
and group classes, breastfeeding support, 
supplemental foods such as milk, juice, 
cheese, cereal, eggs, and fresh fruits and 
vegetables, and referrals to other health 
care agencies. For more information, check 
fi nancial/residential eligibility, visit or call 
WIC Overseas.  All of WIC can be reached 
at 645-WICO (9426) or from a cell phone at 
098-970-9426 (Options 1- Camp Foster; 2- 
Kadena Air Base; 3-Camp Kinser; 4- Camp 
Courtney)

Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428)   
Camp Foster (Bldg. 5674)     
Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408)  
Camp Kinser (Bldg. 107 Rm. 121) 

AADD is moving locations
The Airmen Against Drunk Driving is 
moving from the Wired Bean to the USO 
starting on March 31. Along with the new 
location, AADD will have new hours 10 
p.m. to 1:30 a.m. as well. If you need a ride 
call 098-938-1111 and then dial 634-3889.

Chapel is accepting bids for the 
following Contract Positions
The Chapel is now accepting bids for 
the following contract positions Monday 
through Friday, excluding holidays and 
down days between 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at Chapel Two and demonstrations are 
now unitl April 7 no later than 1 p.m.
Protestant Youth Choir Musician
Basic Specifi cations and/or qualifi cations 
include: Must be an adherent to the 
Protestant Christian faith and be living a 
life consistent with the morals and ethics of 
the Protestant Christian faith. Recommend 
having practical experience in playing a 
piano and/or organ for a church choir and 
worship services. Must be able to read 
music. Must understand copyright laws 
regarding the printing, copying, displaying 
or distribution of curriculum and media.
Protestant Youth Choir Director
Basic Specifi cations and/or qualifi cations 
include: Must be an adherent to the 
Protestant Christian faith and be living 
a life consistent with the morals and 
ethics of the Protestant Christian faith. 
Recommend practical experience 
leading and conducting a church choir, 
and preferably in a church/religious 
context environment. Additional years of 
experience are preferred. Recommend 
having practical experience in playing a 

piano and/or organ for a church choir and 
worship services. Must be able to read 
music. Must understand copyright laws 
regarding the printing, copying, displaying 
or distribution of curriculum and media. 
Must be skilled at directing, training and 
employing volunteers in order to provide 
support personnel needed for the weekly 
execution of the program. A demonstration 
of skills will be required for both positions. 
Requirement for contractor background 
check(s) for position(s) involving contact 
with children below 18 years age, as 
directed by DoDI 1402.5. Any other relevant 
information includes, please go to Chapel 
Two, Bldg. 425 to pick up a full statement 
of work description and requirements. 
For more information, contact Tech. Sgt. 
Jennifer dePrinzio at 634-2219 or Master 
Sgt. Kevin Chellis at 634-1288.

OESC 2017 Scholarship Opportunity
The occupational education scholoarship 
opportunity is accepting applications for 
5 $1,500 college scholarships. For more 
information or an application, send an 
email to oescscholarship@gmail.com.

Men wanted for 2017 Naha Dragon 
Boat Race
The Kadena Air Force Dragon Boat Team 
is looking for men to join them in the 
Dragon Boat Race held on May 5 in Naha 
City. Practices are offered Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Kadena 
Marina. For more information, e-mail 
Senior Master Sgt. Joe Hurt at joe.hurt@
us.af.mil. You can also fi nd the team on 
Facebook: 2017 Kadena Air Force Shogun 
Dragon Boat Team.

Learn Japanese & Chinese
Japanese & Chinese Classes for any level. 
OHJ Skills 090-9788-2615 http://ohjskills.
com

To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil    NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Kadena Annual Bataan Memorial 
Death March
The Kadena Top 3 organization will be 
hosting the annual Bataan Memorial Death 
March on April 8 starting at 6 a.m. The event 
will start at Kadena’s Keystone Theater for 
a remembrance followed by march, walk, or 
jog along Kadena’s fl ightline perimeter road. 
Individuals and teams are encouraged to 
participate. For more information, contact 
Senior Master. Sgt Fabrienne Burnett at 
634-9407 or Master Sgt. Danny Lopez at 
634-3194.

Easter Services
The Chapel is holding the following easter 
services:
Catholic Easter Services at Chapel 1.
-Palm Sunday April 9 at 8 a.m., noon, and 
4 p.m.

-Holy Thursday of the Lords Supper April 
13 at 5 p.m.

-Good Friday Services April 14 at 7 p.m.
-Easter Vigil Mass April 15 at 7 p.m.

-Easter Sunday Mass Times: 8 a.m., noon, 
and 4 p.m.

Protestant Services
-Palm Sunday April 9 at 8 a.m., noon, and 
4 p.m.

-Maundy Thursday April 13 from 6 – 7 p.m. 
at Chapel 3.

-Good Friday Service April 14 from 6 – 7 
p.m. at Chapel 2.

-Easter Sunrise Service April 16 at 6:30 
a.m. at Kadena Marina.

-Easter Sunday Services
· Contemporary at 10 a.m.at Chapel 1.
· Traditional at 10:30 a.m. at Chapel 2.

· Gospel at 11 a.m. at Chapel 3.
For more information, contact Chapel 1 at 
634-1288.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Kadena High School Spanish 
program seeking volunteers
Kadena High School’s Spanish program 
is looking for fl uent Spanish-speaking 
volunteers to interact with their Spanish 
students. Volunteers are needed during the 
school day from 7:20 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. on 
the following days: April 12 and May 12. If 
you are interested in volunteering or want 

more information, please contact Elizabeth 
El Ansari at elizabeth.elansari@pac.dodea.
edu

Schilling Community Center is 
looking for volunteers
The Schilling Community Center is looking 
for volunteers to assist with the annual 
spring event, EGGsplosion April 15, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Four Diamonds Sport 
Complex. For more information, contact 
Schilling Community Center at 634-1387 or 
email 18fss.fscp@us.af.mil. 
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