
By Senior Airman
Nick Emerick
18th Wing Public Affairs
4/12/2017 — A defi ning trait 
of any tragedy is that you never 
know when it will take place or 
the kind of repercussions it may 
have. It’s thus a responsibility 
of all military personnel to be 
trained to handle crises when-
ever and wherever they occur.
 Th anks to the quick reactions 
of two 18th Munitions Squad-
ron Airmen and U.S. Marine 
Corps Staff  Sgt. Nelson Ellwood, 
a sub team chief with the 3rd 
Intelligence Battalion, the life of 
a Marine Corps 1st Lt. was saved 
aft er they sustained a wound 
resulting in a femoral bleed.
 “In the moment, I was just do-
ing what I was trained to do; but 
knowing I saved someone’s life 
feels really good,” said Airman 1st 
Class Martin Sebastian, a muni-
tions systems technician with the 
18th MUNS. “When I arrived on 
the scene I was hesitant at fi rst to 
take action, I looked around and 
saw that everyone else had kind 
of frozen just like me, but I knew 
something had to be done, so I 
started following Staff  Sergeant 
Ellwood’s instructions; I adjusted 

the belt to where it needed to be 
and cranked it as tight as I could. 
Th en someone called for a socket 
extension so I could ensure the 
tourniquet was as tight as possi-
ble. It’s a lot diff erent in real life 
than in training. It feels like you 
could be hurting them, even if 

you know you’re doing the right 
thing.”
 According to Airman 1st 
Class Andres Ordaz, aft er the 
incident occurred, he noticed the 
lieutenant was losing blood and 
helped to keep him calm during 
the fi rst aid response of Sebastian.

 “I started talking to him, 
making sure to keep him awake,” 
said Ordaz. “I made sure to stay 
calm and reassured him and just 
kept talking,” 
 Ordaz thinks if it had 
happened in the local commu-
nity he would have taken more 

action, applied the tourniquet 
himself and be the one to take 
charge when others didn’t.
 Airmen receive training in 
the form of self-aid and buddy 
care as part of their basic mili-
tary training in anticipation of 
events such as these, wherever 
they may occur.
 “I would have done the exact 
thing had it happened anywhere 
else, on or off  base, especially 
aft er this incident, I wouldn’t 
hesitate to lend a hand and make 
sure that person is ok,” said 
Sebastian. “Th is experience has 
really prepared me for anything 
in the future; so if I see something 
where someone gets hurt, wheth-
er they’re Japanese or American, 
a kid or an adult, I would be 
willing to help on the spot.”
 Ellwood also sustained injuries 
to his leg due to the accident, de-
spite his being in pain, he helped 
to ensure proper treatment was 
supplied by Sebastian and Ordaz, 
ultimately making sure that the 
lieutenant was able to receive 
proper medical treatment aft er 
his safe transport to the hospital.
 “I took action because I 
didn’t want to see someone die,” 
Sebastian said.

Civil engineer Airmen from the 18th Civil 
Engineer Squadron hammer in stakes to secure 
a mobile aircraft arresting system during a 
no-notice exercise April 12, at Kadena Air Base. 
The MAAS is used to capture hook-prepared 
fi ghter aircraft to ensure safe landings.

Civil engineer Airmen mobilize heavy 
equipment for airfi eld damage repair 
during a no-notice exercise April 12, 
at Kadena Air Base.

Civil engineer Airmen use 
specialized equipment to clear 
debris from a runway during a no-
notice exercise April 12, at Kadena 
Air Base. During the airfi eld damage 
repair portion of the exercise, the 
18th CES trains throughout the night 
to ensure mission capability in all 
conditions.  

 (U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

18th MUNS Airmen act quickly, save a life

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Nick Emerick)

^U.S. Marine Corp Lt. Col. Giuseppe Stavale, III Marine Headquarters Group executive offi cer, and Sgt. Maj. Mario Fields, III MHG sergeant 
major, present Airmen 1st Class Martin Sebastian and Andres Ordaz, 18th Munitions Squadron munitions systems technicians and U.S. Marine 
Corps Staff Sgt. Nelson Ellwood, a sub team chief with the 3rd Intelligence Battalion, awards for saving the life of a U.S. Marine Corps 1st Lt. after 
the lieutenant and Elwood sustained injuries during an accident at the Kadena auto hobby shop, April 7, on Camp Hansen.
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By Lt. Cmdr.
Richard Maiatico
U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa, Japan
4/7/2017 — U.S. Naval Hospital 
Okinawa, Japan’s main operat-
ing room team set the bar high 
once again, by averaging 91.25% 
for on-time surgical starts, a Na-
vy-wide best, over a four-month 
period. 
 Th e Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery (BUMED) rec-
ommends a 90% on-time start 
for all Navy operating rooms, 
which USNH Okinawa not 
only met but surpassed. USNH 
Okinawa is the largest military 
treatment facility outside the 
continental United States, 
with ten operating rooms and 
surgical services consisting of 
general, gynecology/obstetrics, 
ophthalmology, orthopedics, 
neurosurgery, urology, dental, 
oral and maxillofacial surgery, 
and ear, nose and throat. 
 From December 2016 
through March 2017, meeting 
and exceeding BUMED 

standards for on-time starts 
became the goal of the 
perioperative team, led by Navy 

Nurse Corps offi  cers Lt. Cmdr. 
Rick Maiatico, Lt. Eric Banker, 
Lt. Cmdr. Ahmon White, Lt. 

Tom Dixon, Lt. Cmdr. Michelle 
Lind, Lt. John Yohannon and 
Michelle Chavez.  

 “This significant achieve-
ment was only accomplished 
through the trifecta of our 
Navy Nurse Corps teams in an-
esthesia, the operating room, 
and Ambulatory Procedures 
Unit/Post Anesthesia Care 
Unit by diligently working 
together toward this common 
goal,” said Lt. Eric Banker, the 
division officer for the hospi-
tal’s main operating room. 
 “Everyone contributed 
something,” said Lt. Thomas 
Dixon, Chief Certified Reg-
istered Nurse Anesthetist for 
the hospital’s anesthesiology 
department. “Not everything 
worked, but we got rid of 
the stuff that didn’t, kept the 
things that did, and it all came 
together and continues to get 
the job done more efficiently 
without compromising patient 
safety.”   
 Members of the operating 
room team say sustaining and 
improving this benchmark 
achievement is their next step.  
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the offi cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or 
services advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not  constitute endorsement by the Depart-
ment of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight  Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised.  Everything advertised in this publication shall 
be made available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political af-
filiation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.   For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to info@samuraigate.jp

Offi cial Kadena Air Base inquiries: 18wg.papublicaffairs@us.af.mil   DSN:634-3813

USNH Okinawa main operating 
room leads the Navy in on-time starts

(U.S. Navy photo by Ensign Gagan Sahi)

USNH Okinawa, Japan Sailors participate in cleanup effort in Ginowan City

^OR on time start team. From left to right: Lt. Manuel Brenes; Lt. Eric Banker, Department Head and Division Offi cer of the Main Operating Room; 
Lt. Cmdr. Richard Maiatico, Department Head Main Operating Room Naval Hospital Okinawa; Michelle Chavez, Risk Management Assistant; Lt. 
Cmdr. Michelle Lind; Lt. John Yohannon, Department Head and Division Offi cer of PACU/APU; Lt. Cmdr. Ahmon White; and Lt. Thomas Dixon, 
Department Head and Chief CRNA of Anesthesia.

Sailors assigned 
to U.S. Naval 
Hospital 
Okinawa, Japan 
pose for a group 
photo with 
Mr. Masahisa 
Miyazaki, 
a member 
of Japan’s 
House of 
Representatives 
who represents 
Okinawa, and 
members of 
the Ginowan 
Monzenmachi 
Committee 
following a 
joint cleanup 
in the area 
surrounding 
Futenma Shrine,  
April 9.

(U.S. Navy photo by Joe Andes)
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By Senior Airman Nick Emerick
18th Wing Public Affairs
4/7/2017 — Chief Master Sgt. of the Air 
Force James A. Cody recently retired, hand-
ing off  the responsibility of CMSAF to Chief 
Master Sgt. Kaleth O. Wright on Feb. 17.
 Several distinguished visitors were 
present for the retirement ceremony, 
according to a speech given by Air Force 
Chief of Staff  Gen. David L. Goldfein.
 Goldfein welcomed U.S. military inter-
national partners, stating we gain strength 
from our allies and are proud to have se-
nior enlisted leaders from the great nations 
of Japan, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
and the United Kingdom in attendance.
 Th anks to the language enabled Air-
man program, an Airman from Kadena 
Air Base, was also in attendance as the 
translator for a senior enlisted offi  cial from 

the Japan Air Self-Defense Force; Staff  Sgt. 
Jason Sugimoto, a food services supervisor 
from the 18th Force Support Squadron.
 “I learned Japanese growing up in 
Japan,” said Sugimoto. “We moved to the 
States when I was 16.”
 Sugimoto used his upbringing to 
take advantage of the Language Enabled 
Airman Program, part of the cultural 
language center.
 “Aft er you complete courses you get a 
special experience identifi er code attached 
to your AFSC identifying what language 
you are profi cient in, which for me is 
Japanese,” said Sugimoto. “Once you get 
the code, you’re also paid extra, that’s what 
LEAP is for, to instill Airmen with special 
skills to be used to benefi t the Air Force”.
 Aft er graduating high school, Sugimo-
to travelled around the world for six years 
before joining the Air Force.
 “I went to Th ailand, Guatemala and 
Europe learning about the world,” said 
Sugimoto. “Aft er that, it was time for me 
to do something with my life instead of 
just hopping around diff erent places, 
that’s why I joined the Air Force.”
 Sugimoto really wanted to learn and 
work in the hospitality fi eld, that’s why he 
became a part of services.
 “When I joined, I had already taken a 
test that said I could speak Japanese,” said 
Sugimoto. “Six years later, when I was in 
Korea, they sent me an e-mail, saying that 
I was qualifi ed for the LEAP program. I 
had no idea what it was about prior to 
that. So I read that e-mail and applied and 
I’ve been a member since 2012.”
 Since going TDY for LEAP to Guam 

in 2014, Sugimoto has been on countless 
TDY’s in support of the Air Force mission, 
including his opportunity to attend the 
retirement of the CMSAF.
 “Initially I was contacted by LEAP to 
support the CMSAF’s retirement, but it 
ended up being more than just supporting 
the CMSAF,” said Sugimoto. “I was told I 
would be supporting the Japanese senior 
enlisted member because he doesn’t speak 
English.”
 Sugimoto had helped him out in the 
past and he thinks people like the way 
he translates because he doesn’t translate 
word to word, he translates it as a native 
speaker of the language.
 “It turned out that the entire week I was 
in the Pentagon I was also translating for 
individuals like the Master Petty Offi  cer of 
the Navy and the Sgt. Maj. of the Marines, 
all the highest senior enlisted members of 
each branch and even for General Gold-
fein,” said Sugimoto. “It was fun, I had 
never been in a situation where I was in the 
room with higher-ranking individuals.”
 According to Sugimoto, being a part 
of LEAP is a highly personal experience, 
leading to good relationships with 
senior-ranking individuals in both the 
Japanese and U.S. militaries.
 “It really opened up and changed my 
perspective about how I view the U.S. mil-
itary,” said Sugimoto. “I’ve had the oppor-
tunity to listen to these higher ranking in-
dividuals who are making the real changes 
at the Air Force level and throughout the 
United States forces. Knowing about the 
bigger picture of what the Air Force is 
about, really motivates me.”

Kadena Airman translates 
CMSAF’s retirement JASDF

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Nick Emerick)

^Staff Sgt. Jason Sugimoto, a food services supervisor 
from the 18th Force Support Squadron, reviews a 
production log for the upcoming weeks April 4, at the 
Johnson Flight Kitchen on Kadena Air Base. 
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

A weapons load crew team from the 44th Aircraft Maintenance Unit uses an MJ-1C lift truck to transport 
an AIM-120 advanced medium-range air-to-air missile to an F-15 Eagle fi ghter aircraft during a quarterly 
weapons load competition April 3, at Kadena Air Base. Weapons load competitions are conducted quarterly 
to keep Airmen sharp and recognize superior performers. 

67th and 44th AMU 
load crews compete

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

1st Lt. Kyle Jones, 44th Fighter Squadron F-15 Eagle 
pilot, carries his daughter on his shoulders April 3, 
at Kadena Air Base. The 44th FS pilots recently 
returned from training at exercise Cope Tiger 2017.

44th FS 
returns 
from Cope 
Tiger
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By Capt. Jessica Tait
353rd Special Operations Group Public Affairs
4/6/2017 - DON MUEANG AIR BASE, 
Th ailand — Th e 353rd Special Opera-
tions Group sent a specialized team of 
subject-matter experts in airborne oper-
ations, aircraft  maintenance and survive, 
evade, resist and escape (SERE) to engage 
with counterparts from the Royal Th ai 
Air Force 601st Squadron, RTAF 3rd 
Battalion Special Operations Regiment 
and U.S. Air Force 6th Special Operations 
Squadron during Teak Torch 2017, March 
2-17 at various locations in Th ailand.
 “We dedicated the fi rst two weeks to 
academics on advance mission planning, 
search and rescue (SAR) procedures, 
container delivery system (CDS) airdrops, 
rigging alternate method zodiac (RAMZ) 
and fl ying in visual formation,” said Maj. 
Matthew Howard, Teak Torch 2017 mission 
commander. “Th ere have been countless 
hours of exchange and relationship build-
ing in the classroom and outside of that to 
include briefi ngs, observation fl ights and 
one-on-one discussions between U.S. and 
Th ai counterparts in a more casual format.”
 Th e subject-matter experts worked 
with the 601st SQDN prior to the exercise 
to customize the exchange based on the 
needs of the RTAF.
 “Th e Th ais were very motivated to 
participate as we tailored our Teak Torch 
to be mutually benefi cial for both units,” 
said Howard. “Another key to the success 
was having USAF maintenance and pilot 

exchange offi  cers, who are assigned with 
the 601st SQDN, communicate how the 
unit operates and their command’s intent.”
 In addition to the classroom portion 
with 601st SQDN aircrew, the 353rd Spe-
cial Operations Maintenance Squadron 
conducted hands-on troubleshooting on 
RTAF C-130s.
 “It has been a really neat experience to 
interact with the 601st SQDN Maintenance 
Team and see how they do business,” said 
1st Lt. Christopher Teaford, 353rd SOMXS 
offi  cer-in-charge. “Th ey do the same main-
tenance we do but they do it in a slightly 
diff erent way. It has been eye opening to 
see how they accomplish the mission.”
 A few fi rst-ever engagements occurred 
during the exercise to include 353rd SOG 
members fl ying on a RTAF C-130, a U.S. 
and Th ai formation fl ight and 353rd 
SOMXS plugging a fuel quantity indicator 
test set into a Th ai aircraft .
 “We have learned a ton from our RTAF 
partners on diff erent ways of executing,” 
said Howard. “Even if we don’t deviate, 
now we know we do something similar 
and will be on the same page when we 
engage in the future.”
 Air commandos from the 1st Special 
Operations Squadron provided personnel 
and cargo drops for RTAF 3rd BN SOR and 
6th SOS during the last week of Teak Torch, 
which culminated in a full mission profi le.
 “Th e airborne operations executed 
during the exercise provided the op-
portunity to demonstrate capabilities 

discussed during the academic portion,” 
said Capt. Scott Welshinger, 1st SOS pilot. 
“Th e opportunity to observe, plan and 
execute complex training missions helps 
to advance interoperability and increase 
partner capacity.”
 Th e military members demonstrated 
appreciation to the Th ai community during 
the exercise through a $15,000 donation 
of supplies to three private, non-profi t 
orphanages in Bangkok, Th ailand.
 “Th ailand has been a U.S. ally for years 
and their hospitality is the most immacu-
late I’ve ever seen,” said Howard. “Our folks 
wanted to reciprocate by being good am-
bassadors not only with the airlift  squadron 
but the people in the community.”
 Th roughout Teak Torch 2017, the 
353rd SOG and 601st SQDN demonstrat-
ed the strength of a partnership that has 
evolved over the years.
 “My goal for the subject-matter expert 
exchanges during Teak Torch was to gain 
credibility and trust with the primary 
C-130 squadron in Th ailand,” said How-
ard. “As the primary MC-130 squadron 
in the Pacifi c, it would be amazing to get 
the 601st SQDN to come out to Kadena 
and operate with us. For us to be parked 
right next to each other, talking right next 
to each other is huge for the relationship 
piece and ease of access.”
 Teak Torch 2017 is a joint, combined 
exchange-training event conducted an-
nually with various units from the Royal 
Th ai Air Force.

353rd Special Operations Group 
participates in Teak Torch 2017

(U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)

^Capt. Nicholas Garcia, 353rd Special Operations 
Support Squadron fl ight doctor, provides medical care to 
children supported by Sparrow Home, a private, non-profi t 
orphanage during a community relations event, March 12  
in Bangkok, Thailand.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)

^Members from the 353rd Special Operations Group 
play tug-of-war with members of the Royal Thai Air Force 
601st Squadron during a sports day event, March 8 at Don 
Mueang Air Base, Thailand. 

A MC-130H Talon II assigned to the 
1st Special Operations Squadron 
fl ies visual formation with a Royal 
Thai Air Force C-130 assigned to 
the 601st Squadron, March 14 at 
Don Mueang Air Base, Thailand.

 (Courtesy photo by Royal Thai Air Force Public Affairs)

^Combat controllers assigned to the Royal Thai Air 
Force 3rd Battalion Special Operations Regiment load 
onto a MC-130H Talon II in preparation for a full mission 
profi le, March 16 at Prachuap Khiri Khan, Thailand. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)

^Civilian Darrell Barker, 353rd Special Operations 
Group portable fl ight planning software technician, 
provides a hands-on demonstration of PFPS during a 
subject-matter exchange with aircrew assigned to the 
Royal Thai Air Force 601st Squadron, March 6 at Don 
Mueang Air Base, Thailand.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)
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By Amanda M. Rahimian
U.S. Army Garrison Okinawa Public Affairs
4/6/2017 — Okinawa participated in 
a donation drive for a local orphanage 
during the month of March. Clothing, 
books, toys, blankets and food were just 
some of the items collected by Sgt. Quincy 
Williams, a Military Police desk sergeant. 
Items were then delivered to the Misato 
Jidoen Children’s Home, located near 
Kadena Air Base.
 Williams planned, coordinated, and 
executed the donation drive and delivery 
personally, noting that even the smallest ac-
tions have a large impact on the community. 
 “I asked myself what would make the 
community better as a whole,” said Williams. 
“I wanted to show that Soldiers were doing 
something positive for the community.” 
 Donations came in from all over the 
Army units in Okinawa. 
 “A lot of Soldiers are interested in help-
ing to build a positive relationship with the 
community,” Williams explained. Ten mili-
tary police offi  cers, including nine Soldiers 
and one Japanese national, dropped off  the 
goods at the orphanage March 29. 
 Th e donations were well-received, with 
smiles and thankfulness from the orphan-
age managers and Soldiers alike. 
 “Th e orphanage already knew we would 
be dropping off  our donations,” Williams 
explained. “Th ey were very thankful and 
asked that we continue bringing donations. 
We’d like to keep this program going in the 
future, to assist this children’s home.”
 Williams is no stranger to organizing 

community events. He spent a month in 
Kumamoto, Japan last year while working 
as a part of a security element. During his 
time on mainland, he organized a joint 
event with the Japanese Military Police who 
helped teach local children in kendo — a 
Japanese martial art. Williams and his 
Soldiers participated in kendo training with 
the children and then provided them with 
snacks as a way of gratitude for sharing their 
time and training with the U.S. Soldiers. 
 “Th e children were super excited; it was a 
very rewarding experience for me,” he said.
 Th e selfl ess service doesn’t end here for 
Williams. He has plans for the community 

of Okinawa in the near future. He has sev-
en additional community events planned 
for the upcoming year. 
 “Next up is a seawall clean-up next 
month. Aft er that, I’d like to organize a Big 
Buddy program with the orphanage. I’d 
like to include book reading and have the 
kids interact with somebody older, so they 
have someone to talk to and look up to.” 
 Williams’ plans to help the community 
will continue to bring together Japanese 
locals and U.S. Soldiers. 
 “I just enjoy helping people. Th at’s why 
I’m a Military Police offi  cer; I love to serve 
and protect.”

Okinawa Soldier runs collection 
drive for Children’s Home

(U.S. Army photo by Diana Lopez Hansen)

^Volunteers and the orphanage representative stand proudly alongside the donations. Soldiers from all U.S. Army units 
on Okinawa participated in the drive throughout the month of March. Donations completely fi lled up a 15 passenger van.
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Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report 
an emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 
098-934-5911, and from an offi ce phone, 
dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-
911-1911, or from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

How to file a complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve 
your complaint through supervisory 
channels, you may seek IG assistance 
to determine if the complaint should be 
fi led with the IG. You can fi le a complaint 
if you reasonably believe inappropriate 
conduct has occurred or a violation of law, 
policy, procedures, or regulation has been 
committed. Complete the personnel data 
information on an AF Form 102 and briefl y 
outline the facts and relevant information 
related to the issue or complaint. List 
the allegations of wrongdoing briefl y, in 
general terms and provide supporting 
narrative detail and documents later, when 
interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should 
answer who committed the violation; 
what violation was committed; what law, 
regulation, procedures, or policy was 
violated; when did the violation occur. Help 
is available: Call your Kadena IG offi ce 
at 634-7622 for Mr. Mays or 634-1109 for 
Mr. Lovingood, or leave a message on 
the Kadena Fraud Waste & Abuse (FWA) 
Hotline at 634-0404.

WIC Overseas Program Enrollment 
and Eligibility
The Women, Infants, and Children 
Overseas is a supplemental nutrition 
program designed for pregnant, 
postpartum, and breastfeeding women, 
infants and children up to the age of 5. 

As a WIC Overseas participant, you can 
receive nutrition education in the form of 
individual counseling and group classes, 
breastfeeding support, supplemental 
foods such as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, 
eggs, and fresh fruits and vegetables, and 
referrals to other health care agencies. 
For more information, check fi nancial/
residential eligibility, visit or call WIC 
Overseas. All of WIC can be reached at 
645-WICO (9426) or from a cell phone at 
098-970-9426 (Options 1- Camp Foster; 2- 
Kadena Air Base; 3-Camp Kinser; 4- Camp 
Courtney)
Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428)   
Camp Foster (Bldg. 5674) 
Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408)
Camp Kinser (Bldg. 107 Rm. 121) 

Mail Address Format
The mail addressees should inform their 
mailers to not include “Japan” or “Okinawa” 
in the APO or FPO mail address format. If 
included, potentially the mail may be routed 
through the international postal system 
instead of the military postal system, which 
may result in a higher postage rate and 
longer transit time to the addressee. For 
more information / questions, contact at 
634-3266 or 634-3244.

Learn Japanese & Chinese
Japanese & Chinese Classes for any level. 
OHJ Skills 090-9788-2615 http://ohjskills.
com

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sexual Assault Awareness & 
Prevention Month Golf Tournament
The Kadena Sexual Assault Prevention 
Association is hosting a golf tournament 
from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m., April 21 at the Kadena 
Banyan Tree golf course to help support 
Sexual Assault Awareness & Prevention 
Month. Grand prizes for 1st and 2nd place 

teams and other games/prizes for all. 
For more information, contact Rebecca 
Kimberling at 080-6485-8392 or Jason 
Markham at 080-3348-1262.

Easter Services
The Chapel is holding the following easter 
services:
Catholic Easter Services at Chapel 1
-Good Friday Services April 14 at 5 p.m.
-Easter Vigil Mass April 15 at 7 p.m.
-Easter Sunday Mass Times: 8 a.m., 12 
p.m., and 4 p.m.

Protestant Services
-Good Friday Service April 14 from 3 – 4 
p.m. at Chapel 2.

-Easter Sunrise Service April 16 at 6:30 
a.m. at Kadena Marina.

-Easter Sunday Services
· Contemporary at 10 a.m.at Chapel 1.
· Traditional at 10:30 a.m. at Chapel 2.
· Gospel at 11 a.m. at Chapel 3.
For more information, contact Chapel 1 at 
634-1288.

AF Ball Golf Tournament
The AF Ball Committee is hosting a golf 
tournament Friday, April 28, at the Banyan 
Tree Golf Course. Register by Friday April 
21. Registration includes: Green Fee, Cart 
and a BBQ lunch. There will be prizes for 
fi rst place, longest drive and closest to 
the pin competitions. For information on 
registration costs or to register please 
contact Ian Crist at icrist10@yahoo.com or 
Natalie Trosper at natalie.trosper@gmail.
com
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Kadena High School Spanish 
program seeking volunteers
Kadena High School’s Spanish program 
is looking for fl uent Spanish-speaking 
volunteers to interact with their Spanish 
students. Volunteers are needed during 

the school day from 7:20 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. 
on the following days: May 12. If you are 
interested in volunteering or want more 
information, please contact Elizabeth El 
Ansari at elizabeth.elansari@pac.dodea.
edu

The Sexual Assault Awareness & 
Prevention Month Event volunteers
The Kadena Sexual Assault Prevention 
Association offi ce and the Kadena 
Sexual Assault Association is hosting 
several events in April for Sexual Assault 
Awareness & Prevention Month. The POCs 
are looking for volunteers to help out 
with these island-wide events. For more 
information, contact the Kadena SAPR 
offi ce at 634-0180 or check out April’s 
Venture Magazine (pg 51) for the POCs.

To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil    NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.

To enjoy Okinawa to its 
fullest, exploring the isolated 
islands both big and small 
that make up the prefecture 
is a must. Ie Island is 
definitely one to visit in early 
spring, from the end of April 
through to May, and can be 
accessed by a 30-minute 
ferry ride from Motobu Port, 
close to Chuhara Aquarium 
in the northern part of the 
main island.

This remote island is 
also famous for having a 
mountain shaped like a hat, 
known as Shiroyama (Tatchu).

Ie Island is a quiet place with a population of less 
than 5,000 people, yet every year in Golden Week 
it draws in crowds of visitors from both around 
Okinawa and further afield. During these 2 weeks, 
the Ie Island Lily Festival takes place and roughly 
40,000 people are expected to visit from the main 
island. Extra ferries will be running, with tickets 
available to book in advance.

The Lily Festival on Ie Island is Japan’s earliest, 
and here visitors can find not only pure white 

Easter lilies, but also 90 other varieties of 
plants with 1 million flowers blooming in different 
colours. During the festival, a sweet scent 
sweeps over the whole island.

The panorama of the sea and the sky spreading 
out behind the vast lily field can also be seen 
from the small observation deck, and various 
stalls are set up during the festival. There are 
also plenty of other events such as traditional 
dancing which will take place on Saturdays, 
Sundays and national holidays.

Enjoy Japan’s Earliest
Lily Festival on Ie Island!
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