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Aircrew members from the 909th Air Refueling Squadron stand in 
front of a KC-135 Stratotanker March 30, at Kadena Air Base. The 
909th ARS has one of the largest all female aircrews in the Air 
Force with a total of 13 active members.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Quay Drawdy)

By Senior Airman
Nick Emerick
18th Wing Public Affairs
4/3/2017 — Th e walls are 
covered in stickers, children’s 
shows on the television and 
toys in the waiting room, 
pint-sized patients play under 
their parent’s watchful eye. Th e 
pediatrics unit at the Kadena 
Air Base, Clinic tries to make 
children and parents as com-
fortable as possible when they 
come in for check-ups, shots or 
other healthcare needs.
 Th e 30th of March may be 
National Doctor’s Day, but the 
members of the pediatrics unit 
fi nd reasons to be exceptional 
every day.
 “As long as I can remember 
I wanted to be a doctor, around 
when I was in high school 
was when I started to think 
pediatrics, because I love kids, 
from babysitting growing up 

with younger siblings,” said 
Capt. Cathy Boggs, the medical 
director of pediatrics with 
the 18th Medical Group. “My 
favorite part of being a doctor 
is helping people, I feel like it’s 
what I was born to do.” 
 Due to the semi-remote 
nature of Okinawa, health 
practitioners have less access to 
consult with specialty doctors, 
so learning is always a part of 
the job. 
 “We actually use an online 
consulting system where we 
can talk with specialists in 
Hawaii, and that has made us 
more comfortable dealing with 
tasks we normally would send 
to specialists,” Boggs said. “We 
actually get to learn more and 
become more comfortable with 
such tasks.” 
 According to Boggs, the 
nature of pediatrics is preventa-
tive practice. Healthy kids grow 

up to be healthy adults, it’s all 
about starting on the right foot. 
 “In the primary care setting 
as a pediatrician, you have the 
ability to be a caretaker for 
a child from birth to adoles-
cence,” said Capt. Rachel Auger, 
18th MDG a pediatric nurse. 
“Th e rapport you can build in 
pediatrics is like no other.” 
 Preventative medicine is a 
large part of pediatrics and a 
key part is proper education of 
parents and other caretakers. 
 “Teaching is my favorite part 
of the job,” Auger said. “Parents 
come in, especially fi rst time 
parents, with concerns about 
their children and being able to 
reassure them and hearing the 
relief in their voices when they 
realize their kid is going to be 
ok is so rewarding.”
 Education, preventative 
medicine and building strong 
relationships with patients is 

what the pediatrics wing of the 
Kadena Clinic strive for.
 “We’re here for them, and 
every member of this team is ab-

solutely committed to providing 
the best care to these kids, and 
know the challenges families 
face overseas,” said Auger. 

^Capt. Cathy Boggs, the medical director of pediatrics with the 18th Medical Group, checks 
a patient in the pediatrics wing of the Kadena Clinic on Kadena Air Base. 

Members of Kadena’s pediatrics unit care for kids

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Nick Emerick)
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By Staff Sgt. Kamaile Chan
Pacifi c Air Forces Public Affairs 
3/30/2017 - KORAT ROYAL THAI AIR 
FORCE BASE, Th ailand — In its 23rd 
iteration, Exercise Cope Tiger, a joint 
multilateral fi eld training exercise, pro-
vides a unique opportunity for U.S., Th ai 
and Singaporean military members to 
train together, increasing combat readi-
ness and interoperability throughout the 
Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region.
 Th e exercise incorporates multiple 
types of training including: airborne and 
land-based control of aerial missions; 
electronic warfare, mission planning, 
in-fl ight interoperability, basic maneuver 
training and close air support training.
 Participating fl ying forces are divided 
into two teams to eff ectively accomplish 
the diverse training and maximize 
interoperability and sharing of tactics, 
techniques and procedures.
 With a combined total of 76 aircraft  
and 43 air defense assets participating in 
CT17, an integral part of the exercise is 
the U.S. Air Force E-3 Sentry Airborne 
Warning and Control System aircraft  as-
signed to the 961st Airborne Air Control 
Squadron from the 18th Wing at Kadena 
Air Base.
 Th e 961st AACS is a combat-ready E-3 
squadron providing airborne command 
and control, long-range surveillance, 
detection and identifi cation informa-
tion—capabilities that set the U.S. Air 
Force apart from other nations.
 Th is year, three members of the Royal 
Th ai Air Force, who typically operate their 

command and control on the ground, 
were able to fl y with the AWACS crew 
during large force employment exercise 
10. During exercise 10, more than 50 
aircraft  from the three nations worked to-
gether under simulated combat stressors 
at the same time.
 “Traditionally, lines of communica-
tion are limited to what is visible within 
line of sight, or within the range of a 
ground radio or radar site,” said U.S. Air 
Force Capt. Matthew Hannan, operations 
offi  cer with the 961st AACS. “When we 
put a crew with that radio or radar at 
30,000 feet in the air, it allows command 
and control of whatever we are doing to 
be put any place on the planet.”

 During CT17, this capability serves to 
maximize interoperability between the 
U.S., Th ai and Singapore militaries. Th is 
is essential in tackling non-traditional 
security challenges such as maritime 
security and terrorism.
 Hannan said, the E-3 plays a role in 
almost all of the training during CT17.
 “In almost every aspect of this exercise, 
the E-3 is vital to mission success,” Han-
nan said. “We provide a 360 degree pic-
ture. And, with the capability to monitor 
in real-time exactly what is going on in the 
airspace, we are able to protect our fi ghters 
and address regional security challenges.”
 Cope Tiger also allows the three na-
tions’ forces to work together in a com-

bined air operations center. In the CAOC 
CT 17 forces focus on maintaining a 
common operating picture and execut-
ing command and control of forces.
 “Th is is the fi rst year that we’ve in-
troduced an integrated and combined 
command and control intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnaissance cell,” said 
U.S Air Force Lt. Col. James McFarland, 
exercise director from the 44th Fighter 
Squadron at Kadena Air Base.
 Th e E-3 protects fi ghters with passive 
detection systems which detect radar sys-
tems from ground to air. Th is enables the 
AWACS crew to warn aircraft  of threats, 
increasing combat capability and allow-
ing aircraft  to adjust to those threats.
 “We take information off  the battle-
fi eld in real-time, we digest that informa-
tion, we process it and we make decisions 
based off  of it which enables us to execute 
dynamic targeting,” McFarland said.
 As with any exercise, especially one 
where English is not the primary lan-
guage for at least one of the three partic-
ipating nations, there can be challenges. 
Th e diff ering tactics, techniques and 
procedures—though a challenge—pro-
vide a valuable learning opportunity for 
all three nations.
 “Regardless of the nations we are 
working with, whether it be here at Cope 
Tiger or during another exercise, we 
have to be very precise and clear in the 
way that we communicate and that skill 
can be applied when working with any 
partner nation that we train with in the 
future,” Hannan said.
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 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Kamaile Chan) 

Three members of the Royal Thai Air Force 
board an E-3 Sentry Airborne Warning 
and Control System for a mission during 
exercise Cope Tiger 17 at Korat Royal Thai 
Air Force Base, Thailand, March 28.

961st AWACS provides ‘eyes’ for Cope Tiger 17

By Staff Sgt.
Kamaile Chan
Pacifi c Air Forces Public Affairs 
4/3/2017 - KORAT ROYAL 
THAI AIR FORCE BASE, 
Th ailand — U.S., Th ai and 
Singaporean servicemembers 
commemorated the conclusion 
of another successful Pacifi c Air 
Forces sponsored, multilateral 
aerial exercise with a ceremony 
here March 31.
 Offi  ciating the closing 
ceremony were Royal Th ai Air 
Force Air Chief Mashal Surasak 
Toongtong, Chief of the Air Staff  
for the RTAF, Republic of Singa-
pore Air Force Maj. Gen. Mervyn 
Tan Wei Ming, Chief of the Air 
Force for the RSAF, and U.S. Air 
Force Maj. Gen. James Eifert, Air 
National Guard assistant to the 
Commander, Pacifi c Air Forces.
 Royal Th ai Air Force Group 
Captain Supijjarn Th amwa-
tharsaree, accompanied by U.S. 
Air Force Lt. Col. James McFar-
land and Republic of Singapore 
Air Force Colonel Chan Ching 
Hao, exercise directors for Cope 
Tiger 17, addressed participants 
during the ceremony.

 “Our friendly relations and 
close cooperation have been 
extended at all levels through 
various activities,” said Th amwa-
tharsaree at the ceremony. “And, 
Cope Tiger, a solid example of 
such cooperation has improved 
our operational skills and ex-
perience of the Airmen among 
our Air Forces and created a 
brotherhood that will continue 
to symbolize our excellent co-
operation and friendship among 
our nations for years to come.”
 Th e teamwork and founda-
tion of interoperability built 
through previous iterations of 
Cope Tiger allows ensuing ex-
ercises to provide new learning 
experiences, especially with 
such a variety of forces working 
so closely together.
 “We’ve done an absolutely 
excellent job this year,” said Mc-
Farland. “It is amazing to see how 
this exercise has evolved over the 
years and I think we’ll be able to 
take this exercise to bigger and 
better places in the coming years.”
 Despite some of the weather 
challenges, over 730 fl ight hours 
were logged and 812 sorties fl own 

over the two-week exercise.
 “But, to me, those numbers 
don’t tell the full story,” said Hao. 
“It doesn’t tell the story of the 
professionalism and eff ort that 
we’ve all exhibited throughout 
this exercise. It is not easy, with 
three diff erent air forces coming 
from very diff erent operating 
environments. Our ability to 
come together has really set the 
bar high for years to come.”
 One of the most notable 
successes during this year’s iter-
ation of Cope Tiger was the fi rst 
integration of the Command and 
Control (C2) Intelligence Sur-
veillance and Reconnaissance 
cell which designated a dedicat-
ed intel person to mission com-
manders for mission planning.
 “Every year the goal during 
Cope Tiger is to increase the 
complexity and realism, which 
then increases partner capacity,” 
said Mr. Paul Pladson, deputy 
chief of the Intelligence Sur-
veillance and Reconnaissance 
war plan integration branch at 
Headquarters, Pacifi c Air Forces. 
“Th e intel mission planning cell 
provides critical intel support 

for mission planning which is 
important because intel is the 
driving force behind operations.”
 Perfecting wartime tactics 
is not the only activity during 
Cope Tiger. In addition to 
working together as military 
forces, U.S. servicemembers 
teamed up with their Th ai and 
Singaporean counterparts and 
volunteered their time for a cul-
tural exchange at a local school. 
Th ey collected more than $5,000 
among themselves and donat-
ed books, school supplies and 
sports equipment such as soccer 
balls, volleyballs and kickballs.
 In his closing comments, 
Toongtong thanked all 

participants for their hard work 
and dedication.
 “I am delighted that the result 
of the training was successful 
and increased our participants’ 
experiences and effi  ciencies,” said 
Toongtong. “And I hope that this 
exercise will always maintain a 
long lasting goodwill and friend-
ship to our personnel at all levels.”
 Approximately 220 U.S. 
personnel participated in the 
exercise along with approxi-
mately 1,000 service members 
from Th ailand and Singapore. 
Th e exercise involved a com-
bined total of 76 aircraft  and 43 
air defense assets from the three 
participating countries.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Kamaile Chan) 

^Lt. Col. James McFarland, exercise director for the U.S. Air Force greets Royal Thai Air Force 
Air Chief Mashal Surasak Toongtong, Chief of the Air Staff for the RTAF during his arrival to the 
closing ceremony for Cope Tiger 17 at Korat Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand, March 31. 

Cope Tiger concludes, reinforces 
U.S. commitment to partners, allies
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By Airman 1st Class
Quay Drawdy
Pacifi c Air Forces Public Affairs 
4/4/2017 — Th e 18th 
Civil Engineer Squadron’s 
Emergency Management 
fl ight is conducting events 
for Typhoon Preparedness 
Month throughout April.
 Th e events are a way for 
the 18th CES to provide 
information on how to be 
ready for typhoon season, 
which runs from June 1 
through Nov. 30.
 Th e primary duty for 
the 18th CES Emergency 
Management section is to 
ensure the base population 
has all of the knowledge and 
resources available to them 
for emergency situations.
 “Typhoons, generally 
speaking, are the biggest 
natural threat to Kadena,” 
said Senior Airman Joseph 
Jordan, 18th CES Emer-
gency Management jour-
neyman. “Because of that, 
we have documents like 
the Typhoon Guide that 
have emergency kit lists, 
information on where to get 
things like sandbags and education resources.”
 Typhoons can leave families stuck indoors 
anywhere from a few hours to several days. Stay-
ing educated on what to do, as well as having a 
plan, can make the situation easier to deal with 
and, potentially, less dangerous.
 “It’s extremely important that everyone has 
an emergency kit and a plan, especially families,” 

said Senior Airman Perry Cunanan, 18th CES 
Emergency Management journeyman. “Fami-
lies with pets should make sure they have a plan 
for extra food and what they’ll do for the pet to 
relieve themselves. Th ose with small children 
should ensure they have not only spare food, 
but diapers and even games to keep everyone 
entertained in the event of a power outage.”

WOMEN OF THE 909TH  FROM PAGE 1 Dealing with a blowhardBy Airman 1st Class
Quay Drawdy
18th Wing Public Affairs
4/4/2017 — Boys and girls 
throughout the United States 
visit airshows with their families 
to watch pilots do what they do 
best: fl y.
 Nowadays, those pilots come 
in a variety of types from a wide 
range of backgrounds, but it 
wasn’t always that way. It’s im-
portant to take a step back every 
once in a while to remember 
the men and women who came 
before and made changes to the 
way things were done, eff ective-
ly making history.
 In the month of March, how-
ever, particular attention is paid to 
the struggles, trials and successes 
of the women who made that 
history a reality, as well as those 
who are making history today.
 Th e 909th Air Refueling 
Squadron at Kadena Air Base, 
has been active for over 45 years, 
providing service as the Pacifi c 
Air Forces’ lead in refueling 
United States and allied aircraft . 
In addition, they provide vital 
medical evacuation and even 
cargo transportation. Th e 
squadron also has 13 active 
female aircrew members.
 “When I was a kid, I saw an 
airshow with my family,” said 
Maj. April Brown, a 909th ARS 
pilot. “I couldn’t help but think 
the pilots were some of the cool-
est people in the world. When I 
told my parents how awesome 
they were they told me I could be 
one, too. It was pretty much the 

moment that made up my mind.”
 Despite societal advances, fe-
males in aviation still face some 
degree of unwanted attention.
 “Women pilots stand out 
more, good or bad,” said Brown. 
“Blending in is almost impossi-
ble.”
 Th e stigma and attention is 
smoothing out in a noticeable 
way, however.
 “We’re all just pilots doing 
our jobs,” said Lt. Col. Nichelle 
Somers, a 909th ARS pilot. “I’ve 
been doing this for around 15 
years and I can see how much 
the stereotypes and the culture of 
sexism has improved. It’s to the 
point where the fi rst time I fl ew 
with an all-female aircrew, we 
didn’t even know until about 30 
minutes into the fl ight. It doesn’t 
aff ect us as much as it used to.”
 Being a part of an all-female 
aircrew isn’t without its merits.
 “It’s a great support network,” 
said Maj. Marci Walton, a 909th 
ARS pilot. “We’re there for each 
other when we need it. We can 
talk, ask questions and oft en 
help each other. Not many of 
us have had a squadron quite as 
close as the 909th.”
 With a close unit behind them, 
the aircrew of the 909th ARS 
doesn’t expect anything special, 
instead focusing on the mission.
 “I was extremely proud when 
I got my wings,” said Brown. “I’ve 
been fl ying for over 10 years and 
have no intention of stopping. 
Male or female, we’re all just 
pilots doing our job and I can’t 
wait to continue doing mine.”

(Courtesy graphic)
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John L. Levitow Honor Graduate Award: 
Tech. Sgt. Stephen Van Hamme, 
374th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Yokota Air Base, Japan

Commandant Award: 
Tech. Sgt. Jason Golden, 
374th Logistics Readiness Squadron Yokota AB

Academic Achievement Award: 
Tech. Sgt. Brian Watts, 
961st Airborne Air Control Squadron Kadena AB, Japan

Distinguished Graduates: 
Tech. Sgt. Michael Canfi led, 18th Medical Operation Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Salome Douglas, 
374th Logistics Readiness Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Jason Golden, 
374th Logistics Readiness Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Lucas Hilmo, 
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Sarah Lopez, 
35th Medical Operations Squadron Misawa AB, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey Tremel, 
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron Kadena AB

Graduates: 
Tech. Sgt. Macer Allen, 
374th Logistics Readiness Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Timothy Anderson, 
730th Air Mobility Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Charles Barkley, 35th Maintenance Group Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. James Camacho, 
734th Air Mobility Squadron Andersen Air Force Base, Guam
Tech. Sgt. Michael Canfi led, 18th Medical Operation Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Diego Cardona Garcia, 
36th Force Support Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Jorge Castro Lemus, 
18th Logistics Readiness Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Aaron Cathcart, 
374th Communications Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Gary Chappell, 
Detachment 15, 372nd Training Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Corinne Chua, 
Detachment 1, 373rd Intel/Surveil/Recon Group Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Charles Clopper, 
36th Munitions Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Fitzroy Clyburn, 
353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Jacob Coleman, 
374th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Yokota AB

Tech. Sgt. Antonio Cruzarroyo, 
35th Medical Support Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Jensen De Nijs, 
18th Medical Operations Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Fernando De Souza, 
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Salome Douglas, 
374th Logistics Readiness Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Justin Gestring, 
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. James Gilchrist, 5th Air Force Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Daniel Gilliland, 
35th Maintenance Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Alexandra Golas, 
35th Surgical Operations Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Jason Golden, 
374th Logistics Readiness Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. James Greuel, 
35th Security Forces Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Jeremy Hall, 
18th Component Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. David Harper, 
82nd Reconnaissance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Matthew Harris, 
35th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Lucas Hilmo, 
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Demarcus Hunt, 
18th Force Support Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey Hyatt, 
644th Combat Communications Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Richard Irwin, 18th Maintenance Group Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Jason Kabat, 
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Steven Kalkofen, 610th Air Control Flight Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Greer Keith, 
18th Medical Operations Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Timmy Kelly, 
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. David Larose, 35th Civil Engineer Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Mark Lipumano, 
374th Maintenance Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Mellisa Lively, 
Detachment 1, 2nd Weather Squadron Hickam AFB, Hawaii
Tech. Sgt. Sarah Lopez, 
35th Medical Operations Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Michael Matheny, 
353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Brian Matthias, 374th Maintenance Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Daniel Miller, 
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Brandon Myers, 730th Air Mobility Squadron Yokota AB

Tech. Sgt. Edward Ossome, 
18th Civil Engineer Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Wallace Padilla, 
353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Roger Pease, 
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Timothy Peppler, 
Detachment 15, 372nd Training Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Ingemar Peralta, 
35th Maintenance Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Jared Rogers, 18ht Wing Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Zaccaria Rosalez, 
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Amory Santos, 
36th Communications Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Dominic Santos, 
18th Component Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Michael Scott, 
Detachment 23, 372nd Training Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Joshua Shields, 
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Justin Skinner, 35th Maintenance Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Joshua Snyder, 36th Maintenance Group Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Mark Speakman, 
18th Force Support Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Kenneth Sutton, 
374th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Roanne Suyosa, 
18th Communications Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Jonathan Taylor, 
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Robert Taylor, 
Detachment 4, 8th Air Force Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Isai Tinoco, 
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Jake Torell, 35th Security Forces Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Timothy Torres, 
18th Civil Engineer Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Jeffrey Tremel, 
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Jasmin Trumic, 
35th Medical Support Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Jeremy Twidt, 
18th Communications Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Stephen Van Hamme, 
374th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Daniel Walker, 18th Maintenance Group Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Richard Walker, 35th Maintenance Group Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Brian Watts, 
961st Airborne Air Control Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Samuel Wilson, 18th Munitions Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. William Wortman, 
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB

NCOA Class 17-3
By 18th Wing Public Affairs
3/31/2017 — Congratulations to the following grad-
uates of NCO Academy Class 17-3:
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By Mass Communication 
Specialist 1st Class
Steven Khor
CFAO Public Affairs
3/30/2017 — Sailors from Commander 
Fleet Activities Okinawa (CFAO), tenant 
commands, and the Japan Maritime Self 
Defense Force (JMSDF) participated in 
a tsunami drill on White Beach Naval 
Facility, Mar. 30. 
 With the base being in very close 
proximity to the ocean, a tsunami is a 
very real threat to personnel and assets. 
Th e goal of the exercise was to train those 
in the local area on how to safely evacuate 
and survive a tsunami.
 Many local departments participated 
in the exercise including White Beach 
Fire, Security, Port Operations, Red Cross 
and representatives from Uruma city.
 Oly Magofna, the emergency manage-
ment offi  cer for CFAO, said the goal of 
the exercise was to save lives by making 
sure all personnel on White Beach know 
how to evacuate safely and procedures 
are put in place to ensure personnel 
accountability.
  “We have not had an exercise like this 
in fi ve years,” said Magofna.
 He said working with JMSDF person-
nel allows for inter-agency coordination.
 “Working with the Japanese helps so-
lidify the U.S. partnership with the host 
nation of Japan,” said Magofna. “Our 

partnership is greatly enhanced with 
exercises such as this.” 
 During the exercise, the speaker sys-
tem announced an impending tsunami 
that would reach the beach shortly aft er 
noon. Personnel scrambled out of build-
ings and made their way to the JMSDF 
headquarters by foot and automobile. 
Personnel who were driving picked up 
those they saw struggling to make it up to 
the rendezvous area. JMSDF’s soccer and 
parade fi elds were used as the assembly 
area.
 At the rendezvous point, units or-
ganized into groups, and supervisors 
made head counts. Th ey then reported 

their personnel attendance to the unifi ed 
command post. Once the unifi ed com-
mand post received head counts from 
all departments, they reported the fi nal 
attendance to the emergency operations 
center, which concluded the exercise 
once all personnel were accounted for. 
 Following the exercise, essential per-
sonnel gathered to discuss the drill and 
receive feedback.
 Positive thoughts echoed around the 
debrief from both U.S. and Japanese 
personnel. 
 “It went better than I expected,” 
said Logistics Specialist 2nd Class Lee 
Bianca Roberts, assigned to CFAO Port 

Operations. “It was organized and people 
knew where they were going. It was a 
great training environment.”
 Lt. j.g. Makoto Kihara, attached to 
the JMSDF Oceanographic Observation 
Station, said it was a good opportunity 
to judge the response of personnel while 
reacting to a tsunami drill. 
 CFAO plans to hold this type of 
exercise yearly on White Beach to train 
personnel on the procedures needed to 
safely evacuate. 
 For more information on Command-
er Fleet Activities Okinawa, please visit 
us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/COMFLEACTOKI/

Tsunami exercise trains personnel 
on emergency preparedness

(U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Steven Khor)

Sailors assigned to Commander Fleet Activities Okinawa and personnel from the Japan Maritime 
Self Defense Force participate in a tsunami execise at White Beach Naval Facility to train personnel 
on how to safely evacuate and survive a tsunami. 
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By Lex, Liam, Ryann, 
Kathryn, Jake, Jackson, 
Emma, Layla, Ciara, 
Charisse and Blaize
Stearley Heights Elementary School
4/4/2017 — Stearley Heights 
Elementary School Roving Re-
porters had a story to cover this 
week. It was unusual; it wasn’t 
politics, the weather, it wasn’t 
sports, it wasn’t crime — it was 
POETRY! April is Poetry Month 
and SHES held their 3rd Annual 
Poem in Your Pocket Poetry 
Jam on March 30th in order 
for the poetry to be on display 
throughout the month of April.  
 Dr. Westbrook (aka Th e 
Librarian) began poetry in-
struction with all grade levels 
in February. She has found that 
students love to write poems, 
especially when they fi nd out 
that all the grammar rules their 
teachers make them use can be 
thrown out the window when 
writing poetry! Kindergarteners 
wrote and illustrated “I Am…” 
poems. 1st and 2nd graders 
worked with their Host Nation 
teachers to create origami and 
then wrote poems about one of 
their origami animals. Students 
in grades 3-5 were introduced 
to many types of poetry through 
the use of fl ip-books which 
presented 7 types of poetry. In 
addition, 3rd graders focused 
on haiku’s and shape poems, 
4th graders focused on shape 
and found poems, and 5th 

graders fabricated false apology 
poems … or were they real? 
 SHES students found out that 
poetry has been written and 
performed for over a thousand 
years. During the Medieval Ages, 
poetry readings were held which 
would oft en end with poetry 
jousts; the poets would choose a 
person from the audience to in-
sult through a poem they made 
up on the spot.  Poetry became 
less popular for a while, but 
made a huge comeback in the 
late 1950’s and early 1960’s due to 

the beatniks.  Th ey held poetry 
jams but had problems fi nding 
a place to perform due to the 
noise their clapping made aft er 
each poetry performance.  Th ey 
solved this problem by snapping 
their fi ngers to show their appre-
ciation and the students at SHES 
continue this tradition by snap-
ping their fi ngers three times 
following each performance (or 
using clappers if their “snappers” 
don’t work yet) and they wear 
pockets to highlight that it is 
Poem in Your Pocket Day. 

 On Th ursday, class groups 
gathered in the library for the 
poetry jams. Students were 
sorted into mixed-age groups 
to perform their poems. Older 
students helped the younger 
students read their poems. As 
Ciara explained, “… a little girl 
needed help and I helped with-
out thinking. I felt happy when 
I helped her.” Other students 
interviewed provided insights 
into the experience. Isaac “liked 
poetry because it rhymes.” 
Andrew enjoyed the poems 

because they were “unique”. 
Harrison mentioned that, “All 
of the poems were nice.”  Jadon 
found he “likes poetry because 
it’s fun!” Eva discovered that 
“poetry has a lot of information 
in it.” Lorenzo felt, “It was a 
good idea to share the poems we 
all made.” Poetry truly rocked at 
SHES.
 Roving Reporters covered 
the events of the day, inter-
viewed participants and took 
photos. Th ey fi led their assign-
ments and some were able to 
meet over Spring Break to write 
the story so it could be fi led for 
publication.  
 Th e community is invited to 
drop by and view the incredible 
student works which will be on 
display in front of the Informa-
tion Center/Library the entire 
month of April.

Third annual SHES poetry jam is snappy!

(Photos by Stearley Heights Elementary School Roving Reporters)
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Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report 
an emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 
098-934-5911, and from an offi ce phone, 
dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-
911-1911, or from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

How to file a complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve 
your complaint through supervisory 
channels, you may seek IG assistance 
to determine if the complaint should be 
fi led with the IG. You can fi le a complaint 
if you reasonably believe inappropriate 
conduct has occurred or a violation of law, 
policy, procedures, or regulation has been 
committed. Complete the personnel data 
information on an AF Form 102 and briefl y 
outline the facts and relevant information 
related to the issue or complaint. List 
the allegations of wrongdoing briefl y, in 
general terms and provide supporting 
narrative detail and documents later, when 
interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should 
answer who committed the violation; 
what violation was committed; what law, 
regulation, procedures, or policy was 
violated; when did the violation occur. Help 
is available: Call your Kadena IG offi ce 
at 634-7622 for Mr. Mays or 634-1109 for 
Mr. Lovingood, or leave a message on 
the Kadena Fraud Waste & Abuse (FWA) 
Hotline at 634-0404.

WIC Overseas Program Enrollment 
and Eligibility
The Women, Infants, and Children Overseas 
is a supplemental nutrition program 
designed for pregnant, postpartum, and 
breastfeeding women, infants and children 
up to the age of 5. As a WIC Overseas 

participant, you can receive nutrition 
education in the form of individual counseling 
and group classes, breastfeeding support, 
supplemental foods such as milk, juice, 
cheese, cereal, eggs, and fresh fruits and 
vegetables, and referrals to other health 
care agencies. For more information, check 
fi nancial/residential eligibility, visit or call 
WIC Overseas. All of WIC can be reached 
at 645-WICO (9426) or from a cell phone at 
098-970-9426 (Options 1- Camp Foster; 2- 
Kadena Air Base; 3-Camp Kinser; 4- Camp 
Courtney)
Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428)   
Camp Foster (Bldg. 5674)     
Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408)  
Camp Kinser (Bldg. 107 Rm. 121) 

National Defense Transportation 
Association Okinawa Chapter 
scholarship
The 2017 National Defense Transportation 
Association (NDTA), Okinawa Chapter 
scholarship is available for both graduating 
high school and current college students. 
Applications may be downloaded from 
the NDTA, Okinawa Chapter Facebook 
site at https://www.facebook.com/
ndtaokinawachapter. All applications must 
be turned in with supporting documentation 
no later than April 15. Once notifi ed, 
winners will be presented their scholarship 
at our upcoming NDTA golf tournament. For 
more information, contact Scott Murphy at 
634-8739.

Spouse Employment Program
The Kadena Airman and Family Readiness, 
sponsored through Air Force Aid Society, 
is offering Active Duty Air Force Spouses 
the opportunity to learn about Medical 
Coding. These four, 3-hour long informative 
sessions from 9 a.m. to noon, May 6, 13, 20 
and 27 at the Airman and Family Readiness 
Center. We will provide an overview of the 

business aspect of medical coding and tips 
for taking an AAPC Certifi cation exam. This 
opportunity will also provide participants 
with current coding books (CPT, ICD-10-
CM and HCPCS) necessary for an AAPC 
examination, at no cost, preregistration is 
required. For more information, contact 
Amy Ali at 634-3366.

AADD is moving locations
The Airmen Against Drunk Driving is 
moving from the Wired Bean to the USO 
starting on March 31. Along with the new 
location, AADD will have new hours 10 
p.m. to 1:30 a.m. as well. If you need a ride 
call 098-938-1111 and then dial 634-3889.

OESC 2017 Scholarship Opportunity
The occupational education scholoarship 
opportunity is accepting applications for 
5 $1,500 college scholarships. For more 
information or an application, send an 
email to oescscholarship@gmail.com.

TRICARE Dental Program
Effective May 1, the TRICARE Dental 
Program (TDP) will be administered another 
dental contract. Details regarding the 
new dental carrier will be provided by the 
Defense Health Agency (DHA). We sincerely 
thank you for your continued support and 
collaboration and for being an excellent 
partner to MetLife. We look forward to 
continuing our partnership as we continue to 
transition the TDP to the new dental carrier. 
For more information, visit website www.
metlife.com/tricare or contact customer 
service at 1-855-638-8371 (CONUS), 1-855-
638-8372 (OCONUS), or 1-855-638-8373 
(TDD/TTY) on or before May 1.

Kadena AB Women’s Softball Team
Team Kadena is looking for women’s 
softball players. Softball runs year-round 
and there are multiple opportunities to 

play in scrimmages and tournaments 
throughout the year. This new team is 
open to Active Duty and Spouses, and 
Department of Defense Civilians and 
practices will be held twice per week.   
For more information, contact Master 
Sgt. Crystal Benitez at 634-9495 or email 
crystal.benitez@us.af.mil.

Mail Address Format
The mail addressees should inform their 
mailers to not include “Japan” or “Okinawa” 
in the APO or FPO mail address format. If 
included, potentially the mail may be routed 
through the international postal system 
instead of the military postal system, which 
may result in a higher postage rate and 
longer transit time to the addressee. For 
more information / questions, contact at 
634-3266 or 634-3244.

Men wanted for 2017 Naha Dragon 
Boat Race
The Kadena Air Force Dragon Boat Team 
is looking for men to join them in the 
Dragon Boat Race held on May 5 in Naha 
City. Practices are offered Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Kadena 
Marina. For more information, e-mail 
Senior Master Sgt. Joe Hurt at joe.hurt@
us.af.mil. You can also fi nd the team on 
Facebook: 2017 Kadena Air Force Shogun 
Dragon Boat Team.

Learn Japanese & Chinese
Japanese & Chinese Classes for any level. 
OHJ Skills 090-9788-2615 http://ohjskills.
com

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sexual Assault Awareness & 
Prevention Month Golf Tournament
The Kadena Sexual Assault Prevention 
Association is hosting a golf tournament 

To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil    NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.

Continued on PAGE 11
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from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m., April 21 at the Kadena 
Banyan Tree golf course to help support 
Sexual Assault Awareness & Prevention 
Month. Grand prizes for 1st and 2nd place 
teams and other games/prizes for all. 
For more information, contact Rebecca 
Kimberling at 080-6485-8392 or Jason 
Markham at 080-3348-1262.

18th Medical Group
Drug Take Back day
The 18th Medical Group will be holding a 
Drug Take Back April 28 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Pharmacy lobby at 18th Medical 
Clinic. Bring your leftover, expired or 
unusable medication for disposal. For more 
information, contact 18th Medical Clinic at 
630-4598.

Easter Services
The Chapel is holding the following easter 
services:
Catholic Easter Services at Chapel 1.
-Palm Sunday April 9 at 8 a.m., 12 p.m., 
and 4 p.m.

-Holy Thursday of the Lords Supper April 
13 at 5 p.m.

-Good Friday Services April 14 at 7 p.m.
-Easter Vigil Mass April 15 at 7 p.m.
-Easter Sunday Mass Times: 8 a.m., 12 
p.m., and 4 p.m.

Protestant Services
-Palm Sunday April 9 at 8 a.m., 12 p.m., 
and 4 p.m.

-Maundy Thursday April 13 from 6 – 7 p.m. 
at Chapel 3.

-Good Friday Service April 14 from 6 – 7 
p.m. at Chapel 2.

-Easter Sunrise Service April 16 at 6:30 
a.m. at Kadena Marina.

-Easter Sunday Services
· Contemporary at 10 a.m.at Chapel 1.
· Traditional at 10:30 a.m. at Chapel 2.
· Gospel at 11 a.m. at Chapel 3.
For more information, contact Chapel 1 at 
634-1288.

Typhoon Preparedness Month 2017
The Readiness & Emergency Management 
Flight will be hosting a Typhoon Awareness 
Month 5K run, April 28 starting at 7 a.m. The 
event will be held behind the Risner Fitness 
Center, across the street from Outdoor 

Recreation. The 1st male and female to 
fi nish will receive a Wise Emergency fi ve-
Day Survival Pack. For more information, 
contact the Readiness & Emergency 
Management Flight at 634-4404 or email 
18CES.CEX.18CESCEX@us.af.mil. 

Sexual Assault Awareness & 
Prevention Month’s Hope Glows 5K 
Color Run
The Kadena Sexual Assault Prevention 
Association is hosting a 5K Color Glow Run 
to help support Sexual Assault Awareness 
& Prevention Month from 5 – 8 p.m., April 
29. First 200 registered will be received a 
T-Shirt. Prizes for 1st – 3rd place. For more 
information, contact Tech. Sgt. Latoya 
cole at 634-6033 or Senior Airman Manna 
Branson at 634-3520.

AF Ball Golf Tournament
The AF Ball Committee is hosting a golf 
tournament Friday, April 28, at the Banyan 
Tree Golf Course. Register by Friday April 
21. Registration includes: Green Fee, Cart 
and a BBQ lunch. There will be prizes for 
fi rst place, longest drive and closest to 
the pin competitions. For information on 
registration costs or to register please 
contact Ian Crist at icrist10@yahoo.com or 
Natalie Trosper at natalie.trosper@gmail.
com
 
Kadena Adult Varsity Football
The Kadena Base Varsity Football Team is 
looking for players 18 and older. All services 
and civilians are welcome to join the team. 
Practices are Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6 
p.m. at the Risner Softball Field. Football 
pads are provided. For more information 
please contact Coach Baker at 0806499-
5445 or email kadenafootball@gmail.com.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Kadena High School Spanish 
program seeking volunteers
Kadena High School’s Spanish program 
is looking for fl uent Spanish-speaking 
volunteers to interact with their Spanish 
students. Volunteers are needed during the 
school day from 7:20 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. on the 
following days: April 12 and May 12. If you 
are interested in volunteering or want more 

information, please contact Elizabeth El 
Ansari at elizabeth.elansari@pac.dodea.edu

American Legion seeking volunteers
The local American Legion need of 
assistance the last Sunday of every month 
with help to maintain Tomari International 
Cemetery grounds. This small cemetery, 
established for Commodore Perry in 1853 
holds many foreign individuals, but most 
are Americans who were killed or served in 
WWII Battle of Okinawa, Korean War and 
Vietnam Wars. Last Sunday of April: Apr. 30, 
from 9 – 11:30 a.m. For more information, 
contact Senior Airman Charlie Schleuger 
at 634-7271 or email at charlie.schleuger@
us.af.mil. 

Schilling Community Center is 
looking for volunteers
The Schilling Community Center is looking 
for volunteers to assist with the annual 
spring event, EGGsplosion April 15, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Four Diamonds Sport 
Complex. For more information, contact 
Schilling Community Center at 634-1387 or 
email 18fss.fscp@us.af.mil. 

The Sexual Assault Awareness & 
Prevention Month Event volunteers
The Kadena Sexual Assault Prevention 
Association offi ce and the Kadena Sexual 
Assault Association is hosting several 
events in April for Sexual Assault Awareness 
& Prevention Month. The POCs are looking 
for volunteers to help out with these island-
wide events. For more information, contact 
the Kadena SAPR offi ce at 634-7272 or 
check out April’s Venture Magazine (pg 51) 
for the POCs.

Readiness & Emergency 
Management Flight is looking for 
volunteers
The Readiness & Emergency Management 
Flight is looking for volunteers to assist 
with the Typhoon Awareness Month 5K run, 
April 28 from 6:30 - 8:30 a.m. Volunteers are 
needed for set-up, tear down, road guards 
and water stations. For more information, 
contact the Readiness & Emergency 
Management Flight at 634-4404 or email 
18CES.CEX.18CESCEX@us.af.mil.

With high quality water 
transparency and stunning 
views of the ocean is Kouri 
jima.

The eight-perimeter island is 
also referred to as “Koi-jima” 
which literally means “love 
island” and has been popular 
with not only tourists but 
also locals.

The bridge connecting 
Kouri-jima to the mainland 
Okinawa enables visitors to 
get there easily, and is one 
of the reasons why it’s been 
so popular. After driving for 
an hour and half from Naha, 
what will catch your eyes are the spectacular 
emerald green ocean views that spread under 
the two kilometer Ohashi bridge. The destination 
has also been used for scenes on movies as it’s 
considered to be the best beach spot in Okinawa.

Kouri jima consisting of Kouri beach with shallow 
waters, serene Tokei beach and Tinu beach is a 
paradise for those who would love to spend the 
day on the beach. 

Where can you get food and refreshment after 
swimming at the beach? There’s no convenience 
store on Kouri-jima but no worries! Not only fancy 
Cafes and restaurants but also small places to 
stay over night are offered.

Adjacent to the beach is Kouri Ocean Tower where 
will be a perfect place for couples and families to 
observe the beautiful views making their unforget-
table memory.

Kouri Jima with Spectacular Ocean Views 
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