Airmen assist injured local children
By Senior Airman
Lynette M. Rolen
18th Wing Public Affairs

5/18/2017 — Upon witnessing a horrific
car accident occur, two Airmen’s weekend plans changed from sight-seeing to
life-saving.
Senior Airman Danielle Clemons, 18th
Medical Group Medical Services Account
cashier, and Airman 1st Class Kaden
Petersen, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
structural apprentice, were traveling to
the Okinawa Peace Memorial Park April
2, 2017.
Upon seeing the accident, they immediately went into action.
“A car went flying by us, moving
extremely fast and when we looked up
maybe a minute later, we saw it tumbling
down the road,” said Clemons. “We
pulled over and both jumped out. We
noticed another car had been hit so hard
it flipped in the other direction and broke
off the rear axle. That was when we saw
two children lying on the ground.”
After they obtained permission from
the mother to assist, Clemons and Petersen immediately checked on the children,
a boy and a girl. Petersen ensured local
citizens could watch over the little girl as
he called for an ambulance.
“It was really intense,” said Petersen.
“The kids were bleeding and there were
still people in the other car, so we got
them out. I went to see if the little girl was
ok while Clemons checked on the boy.
We suspected they might have possible
concussions, so we made sure they didn’t
fall asleep.”

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Lynette M. Rolen)

^ Senior Airman Danielle Clemons, 18th Medical Group Medical Services Account cashier,
works at her station May 16, at Kadena Air Base.

Clemons treated a bad laceration to
the boy’s forehead, lifted his knees and
monitored him for shock.
“Since I’m medical, my Common
Access Card has a red cross on it, so I was
able to show the mother I could provide
the medical care needed,” said Clemons.
“When I said, ‘hospital,’ she understood
and I think it calmed them and helped
them realize we were there to help.”
Once the ambulance arrived on the
scene, the children were taken to the
hospital.
“We couldn’t really exchange words
too well, but the mother was really ap-

^Airman 1st Class Kaden Petersen, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron structural apprentice,
assisted a local family injured in a car accident April 2.

preciative,” said Clemons. “She told me,
‘thank you,’ in Japanese and I gave her a
big hug. I reassured her everything was
going to be alright. She gave me a big hug
back; it was a nice little moment.”
Petersen said he was drawn to help the
little girl partly because she made him
think of his niece back home.
“I thought, ‘If that was her, I would be
terrified. I would want someone to help
her out if I wasn’t there,’” said Petersen. “I
just ran to them to try and help however
I could. It was one of those things I didn’t
expect to go and do, but it was just like
second nature for me to respond.”

Both Petersen and Clemons cited
second nature as one of the reasons
they acted and helped the family.
Clemons further commented the
Air Force has taught her to always
be aware of her surroundings so she
can offer help whenever she can be of
assistance.
“I feel like we did what any good
person would do,” said Clemons. “If you
see somebody hurt, it should be your
first instinct to go help. It doesn’t matter
how young you are or what rank you are;
if you’re capable and you’re able, step in
and do the right thing.”

Kadena Airmen save Air Force millions

By Senior Airman
Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs

5/12/2017 — Kadena Air Base
is one of the U.S. Air Force’s
most corrosive bases for vehicles and aircraft. With constant
humidity and proximity to
saltwater from the ocean, the
climate takes its toll on vehicles,
this keeps the 18th Logistics
Readiness Squadron’s vehicle
maintainers constantly busy.
The 18 LRS’s new vehicle
corrosion control program has
become PACAF's blueprint
to protect wartime readiness
vehicles in outdoor storage.
“Our aggressive corrosion
control plan was primarily developed to help extend the life
of the newly procured $20M

Airfield Damage Repair vehicle
fleet,” said Tech. Sgt. Justin Petty, 18th LRS allied trade NCO
in charge. “Corrosion is one
of the main issues that vehicle
maintainers face on Kadena.
We can paint a vehicle and
within a year, if it’s not treated,
it’s coming back in for repairs.”
The ADR vehicle fleet is
used to perform rapid repairs
to Kadena’s runways, ensuring
the 18th Wing can maintain its
flight operations.
According to Petty, without
constant corrosion control and
repainting every five to seven
years, the vehicle fleet would
most likely not reach its 17 year
life expectancy.

SEE CORROSION CONTROL
PAGE 2

Airmen from the 18th Logistics Readiness
Squadron prepare canisters of anti-corrosion
chemicals April 6, at Kadena Air Base. The new
anti-corrosion chemicals extend the serviceability
of the 18th LRS’s air field damage repair vehicle
fleet by an estimated five to 10 years.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)
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^

A team of aerospace propulsion technicians from the
18th Component Maintenance Squadron service an F-15
Eagle engine May 12, at Kadena Air Base. The Airmen
worked together to prepare an F-15 Eagle engine for a trial
run at the test cell.
^

^

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

Airman 1st Class
David Loveless, 18th
Component Maintenance
Squadron aerospace
propulsion technician,
services an F-15 Eagle
engine augmenter May 12,
at Kadena Air Base.
The typical process of
maintenance is composed
of six parts, which are
receiving, teardown,
inspection, buildup, test
cell and the final part,
which include inspections
of the engine and forms.

Airman Travis
Howard, 18th
Component
Maintenance
Squadron aerospace
propulsion
technician, services
an F-15 Eagle
engine augmenter
May 12, at Kadena
Air Base. Certain
parts of an engine
require replacement
once they reach a
certain number of
flight hours.

CORROSION CONTROL FROM PAGE 1

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

^Tech. Sgt. Justin Petty, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron allied trades NCO in charge,
dons protective equipment April 6, at Kadena Air Base. Petty helped spearhead the 18 LRS’s
new vehicle corrosion control program that has become the Pacific Air Force’s blueprint to
protect wartime readiness vehicles in outdoor storage.

“Within 5 years, vehicles
generally require complete
paint jobs and, often times,
require extensive body repairs
due to corrosion prior to paint
application,” Petty said. “With
help from other members of the
squadron, I researched and selected products and developed a
plan to apply the product to the
ADR vehicles.”
Petty was able to find a
preventative product that could
potentially save the Air Force
millions of dollars and contacted
the product vendor to arrange a
training course on the correct
steps for product application.
The vendor sent over Larr

Mudd, corrosion control trainer, to aid in training members of
the 18th LRS and Airmen from
logistics readiness squadrons
across the Pacific Air Forces that
were able to attend the course at
Kadena Air Base.
“The training lasts for 2 days,”
Mudd said. “It begins with a
summary on the product and
what it does as well as product
familiarization and hands on
training for the last day.”
According to Mudd, the
product provides a thin layer of
protection over bare metal or
painted surfaces so the vehicle
can resist corrosion, effectively reducing the amount of

corrosion sustained and maintaining mission effectiveness for
longer periods of time.
Vehicles exposed to Kadena's
corrosive environment begin to
show signs of rust development
within the first few months on
station if left untreated.
“As a retired Air Force vehicle
maintainer, rust removal from
corrosion always cost a lot of
labor hours,” Mudd said. “If the
mission required a specific vehicle, they would want it as soon
as possible. By applying these
products, the Air Force saves on
man hours and labor contracts
while also effectively lengthening the usefulness of assets.”

Published by Eight Co., Ltd. a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with the 18th Wing. The civilian enterprise Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services overseas. Contents of Samurai Gate are not necessarily
the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or
services advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised. Everything advertised in this publication shall
be made available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to info@samuraigate.jp

Official Kadena Air Base inquiries: 18wg.papublicaffairs@us.af.mil DSN:634-3813
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Hydraulics Airmen make flights possible

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

^ Senior Airman Joshua Cox, 18th Component Maintenance Squadron hydraulics technician, retrieves aircraft components May 2, at Kadena Air
Base. Attention to detail skills are vital in order for Airmen to maintain proper accountability and handling of parts and tools.

By Senior Airman
John Linzmeier
18th Wing Public Affairs

5/12/2017 — When Joshua Cox
was a kid, his passion was piecing together and breaking down
elaborate constructions with his
massive collection of building
blocks.
Now, as a Senior Airman in

the 18th Component Maintenance Squadron hydraulics
backshop, he makes his livelihood doing the same thing —
only with aircraft components.
“It’s a pretty cool job if you
love finding out how things
work,” he said. “Anyone who
has ever had a knack for taking
things apart and putting them

back together — that’s the kind
of person that really thrives in
our career field.”
The hydraulic backshop’s main
workspace has a distinct mechanical smell to it; a mixture of oil,
metal and sweat. Aircraft parts
needing repairs are constantly
flowing into the building and
fully-serviceable parts come out.

Incoming items vary, such
as brake assemblies, actuators,
landing gears, spoiler actuators
that move wing flaps, tubing
and more. Each system is indispensable in order to generate
unmatched airpower.
“When you’re aircrew, you
tend to develop a growing appreciation for all the hard work
that’s put into the jet’s hydraulic
systems, because the amount of
things that it ties into are huge,”
said Tech. Sgt. Joshua Butts,
909th Air Refueling Squadron
evaluator boom operator. “The
flight controls, landing gear,
boom and brakes all depend
on it. To put it simply, the jet
doesn’t fly without hydraulics.”
According to Cox, the nature
of the job is broken down into
two portions. Trouble shooting
always comes first and it can
take anywhere from a few moments to a few hours.
The second step is highly
technical and often requires the
teamwork of several technicians
to break down complicated
systems into dozens of pieces
and reassembling all of it back
together.
Once a part has finished
being inspected and repaired,
it’s ran through a hydraulic
test stand which simulates the
same conditions the part goes
through while in flight, before
it’s sent back to the flightline.
Most of the shop’s clientele

consists of Airmen from the
many on-base maintenance
units, however it also supports
other units overseas as well.
The meticulous process of repairing hydraulic systems goes
further than the work bench.
Cox said the accountability and
handling of tools is conducted
with just as much care as the
aircraft systems themselves.
If a small item such as a
wrench is out of place, it can be
an indicator that something else
had been mishandled. This is why
hydraulics technicians are trained
to apply a high level of attention
to detail in everything they do.
“You have to know how every
little piece of the system works
together,” said Cox. “That way,
when something goes wrong,
you can often tell exactly what’s
going on in the system and get
started on fixing it.”
Aircraft across the Air Force
depend on the constant upkeep
and expertise from hydraulics
Airmen in order to function. No
matter how small the job is, each
work order and every tasking
is aimed at generating aircraft
and ultimately protecting the
Indo-Asia-Pacific Region.
“The way I look at it,” said
Cox. “Every aircraft component
is another piece of freedom.
We put a lot of focus and hard
work into our job, so everything
comes together and we’re able to
make a big difference.”
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NCOA Class 17-4
By 18th Wing Public Affairs

5/16/2017 — Congratulations to the following graduates of NCO Academy Class 17-4:
John L. Levitow Honor Graduate Award:

Tech. Sgt. Shawn Edgecomb,
374th Civil Engineer Squadron Yokota Air Base, Japan

Commandant Award:

Tech. Sgt. Gabriel Time,
Detachment 4, 8th Air Force Andersen Air Force Base, Guam

Academic Achievement Award:

Tech. Sgt. Clemente Navarro,
Detachment 1, 566th Intelligence Squadron Australia

Distinguished Graduates:

Tech. Sgt. Antonio Flores,
374th Maintenance Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Rashad Holley,
67th Fighter Squadron Kadena AB, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Adrian Lassiter,
18th Medical Support Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Loren Martin,
353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Napoleon Ortiz, 36th Airlift Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Gabriel Time,
Detachment 4, 8th Air Force Andersen AFB

Graduates:

Tech. Sgt. Alena Arce,
Detachment 3, PACAF Air Postal Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Josean Arce,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Christopher Bartholomew,
374th Communications Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Felicia Benavides,
35th Force Support Squadron Misawa AB, Japan
Tech. Sgt. Brandon Bertrand,
374th Maintenance Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Barry Bredell, 18th Contracting Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Hank Brower, 733rd Air Mobility Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Shaun Bryant,
374th Operations Support Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Vicente Calace,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Tiffany Cason, 36th Maintenance Group Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Eric Curtis, 18th Maintenance Group Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Kenneth De Guzman,
733rd Air Mobility Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Aimee Duremdez,
18th Communications Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Jesahira Early,
961st Airborne Air Control Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Richard Ebensberger, 36th Wing Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Shawn Edgecomb,
374th Civil Engineer Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Ryland Esparza, 374th Communications Squadron
Yokota AB

Tech. Sgt. Consuelo Evans,
18th Aerospace Medicine Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Dalton Fleming,
35th Maintenance Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Antonio Flores,
374th Maintenance Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Juan Gamez, 18th Maintenance Group Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Anthony Gast,
35th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Kameron Giffin,
36th Civil Engineer Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Andrew Gogue,
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Ryan Hall, 320th Special Tactics Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Dustin Haycox,
554th Red Horse Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Rashad Holley, 67th Fighter Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Melysa Ilan,
374th Medical Support Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Torri Ingalsbe, 18th Wing Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Timothy Johnson, 36th Airlift Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Quinton Jones,
644th Combat Communications Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Edward Kosko, 35th Dental Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Jeremy Kowalzek,
36th Logistics Readiness Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Adrian Lassiter,
18th Medical Support Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Loren Martin,
353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Bradley Maurer,
1st Special Operations Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Hurl Millikin,
18th Operations Support Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Jeremy Moore,
36th Civil Engineer Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Devin Morgan,
374th Logistics Readiness Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Jimmy Moten,
Detachment 15, 372nd Training Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Joaquin Nabhan,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Clemente Navarro,
Detachment 1, 566th Intelligence Squadron Australia
Tech. Sgt. Freddy Noriega,
35th Communications Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Charles Norton, 5th Air Force, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Alexander Nunes, 18th Maintenance Group Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Napoleon Ortiz, 36th Airlift Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Nathaniel Phillips,
36th Munitions Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Franklin Pickett, OLC Air Force Office of Special
Investigations Field Support Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Earl Pruett, 374th Operations Support Squadron,
Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Esteban Ramirez, 35th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Misawa AB

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

Tech. Sgt. August Richards,
644th Combat Communications Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Brandon Robinson,
18th Security Forces Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Shon Robinson,
82nd Reconnaissance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Maria Rodriguez,
353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Brian Sackreiter,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Joely Santiago,
OL Air Force National Park Defense Media Activity Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Justin Schaefer,
35th Security Forces Squadron Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Justin Sieffert,
36th Contingency Response Group Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. William Sima,
353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Kelly Soto,
Detachment 1, 43rd Intel Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Bryan Spadaccio, 35th Maintenance Group Misawa AB
Tech. Sgt. Shanice Spearman,
18th Logistics Readiness Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Brian Standifer, 374th Maintenance Group, Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Eric Stokes,
Detachment 402, Air Force Technical Applications Center Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Markel Sykes,
374th Logistics Readiness Squadron Yokota AB
Tech. Sgt. Sergio Tamayo,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Ian Tanaka,
36th Communications Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Kesha Taylor, 18th Maintenance Group Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Gabriel Time,
Detachment 4, 8th Air Force Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. Jared Vanorman,
36th Mobility Response Squadron Andersen AFB
Tech. Sgt. David Weeks,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron Kadena AB
Tech. Sgt. Sophia Williams, 18th Maintenance Group Kadena AB
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Tatsuo “Jimmy”
Schwartz sits for an
interview May 4, at
Kadena Air Base.
Schwartz has served
the Department of
Defense for more
than 50 years and
has provided trusted
council to numerous
commanders of the
18th Wing and beyond.

18th Wing Public Affairs

5/15/2017 — From living in
the barracks and shining shoes
at nine years old to having the
respect and admiration of nearly
a dozen generals. After more
than 50 years of service to the
U.S. military, Tatsuo “Jimmy”
Schwartz has solidified his position as a large part of Kadena’s
heritage.
Jimmy has been around the
U.S. military since his early
childhood and has continually
served, and been served by, it.
Jimmy was born in Tokyo
after World War II and came
to Okinawa shortly afterward.
His father took up English and
became a translator for the
506th Ammunitions Squadron
while also helping to remove
unexploded ordnance. He was
caught in a UXO accident that
killed more than 120 people.
“After my father died, my
mother struggled to raise us,”
said Jimmy. “She had no job and
few skills, so the 313th Division
sort of adopted me.”
Jimmy moved on base
around nine years old, living in
the barracks with the Soldiers
and Airmen. He received an
allowance for grades until fifth
grade, when he learned to shine
shoes and began doing other
odd jobs for pay.
“It was a new life for me,”
said Jimmy. “I’d never been to
Kadena and they had me work
for my allowance by keeping my
grades up. Around fifth grade, a
Sgt. Johnson taught me to shine
shoes. A few others showed

A

(Courtesy photo)

^U.S. Army Private Tatsuo “Jimmy”
Schwartz poses for an official photo in his
dress uniform.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Quay Drawdy)

A living testament to
Kadena’s heritage
me things like mowing grass,
working gardens and picking
up litter. Eventually, I started
working on landscaping once I
was a little older.”
He was adopted by Master
Sgt. Ed Schwartz at 16 years old
before moving to the United
States with the Schwartz family.
Jimmy grew to miss Okinawa
and chose to enlist in the Army
at 18 to do illustrations and
photography.
“I planned on enlisting in the
Air Force, but my father asked
me to try the Army first,” said
Jimmy. “The Army was a two

year tour while the Air Force was
four. He wanted me to make sure
the military was what I wanted.
Since I was a child, I always had
a talent for drawing. Posters,
designing and drafting were all
things I was very good at, so I did
them in the service.”
He extended his enlistment
after his first two years, doing
tours in Korea and Vietnam,
where he was injured and
awarded the Purple Heart.
Jimmy eventually landed back
in Okinawa, where he met his
wife and started a family.
He then chose to leave the

service and was contacted by
Maj. Gen. Jerry Page, then commander of 18th Wing, Kadena
Air Base. Page requested that
Jimmy come to work for the
Air Force as a Department of
Defense civilian.
“I began working as a civilian managing the golf course
for nine years,” said Jimmy.
“I eventually went to work at
civil engineering and worked to
increase the number of trees on
the installation.”
During his time working
with Kadena, Jimmy has donated a total of more than 3,300

trees to the base.
“We have visitors from the
prefecture that come on base
and see the trees and hear the
history behind them,” said Jimmy. “They’re surprised at how
well they’re maintained and how
many there are.”
When it comes to new buildings and their effect on the trees,
Jimmy is the primary person
agencies must speak to.
“We will change the building
before we cut down trees,” said
Jimmy. “Some of them have been
here for more than 50 years, so we
won’t cut them. Instead, we will
rotate a building or move a parking lot before building to keep
the trees alive. Whenever anyone
wants to mess with the trees,
they call Jimmy. Brig. Gen. Barry
Cornish respects how I feel about
the trees and will have people talk
to me before cutting any down.”
At 77 years old, Jimmy has no
intention of slowing down his
support for the service members
of Kadena.
“I’ve said it many times, this
base is my life,” said Jimmy.
“The Air Force has done so
much for me. It taught me
skills and helped me pay the
living expenses for my mother
and brother while he went
through school. That’s why I
wanted to come back here and
do something for the Air Force.
All of it, from my time in the
Army, the years I worked at the
golf course, to the trees and the
Kadena Special Olympics, was
out of gratitude for the military.
So long as I’m still walking,
I’m going to do something for
Kadena.”
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Tanker crews ensure mission
success during Northern Edge 17
Tech. Sgt. Chad Holloway, a 909th Air Refueling
Squadron boom operator assigned to Kadena
Air Base, poses for a photo in front of a KC-135T
Stratotanker from Fairchild Air Force Base,
Wash., May 9, during Northern Edge 2017, at
Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Ashley Nicole Taylor)

By Staff Sgt.
Ashley Nicole Taylor
354th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

5/11/2017 - EIELSON AIR FORCE
BASE, Alaska — Twice a day during
Northern Edge 2017, maintainers work
to ensure each pilot’s jet is prepped,
properly fueled and ready to fly.
Up in the air, members assigned to
the 909th Air Refueling Squadron from
Kadena Air Base, take over and ensure
the training mission isn’t cut short due
to a lack fuel supply.
“We are here as force enablers and
force multipliers who allow for longer
missions for the fighter jets, so they can
get the most out of their training time,”

said Maj. Scott Karl, a 909th ARS KC-135
instructor pilot. “Without a refueling
tanker, fighter jets would be limited on
how far they fly and it would diminish
the extent of training received.”
Providing fuel for both red and blue
forces during the largest exercise held in
Alaska this year, lessons can be learned
from all participants involved, including
the tanker task force.
“The amount of time spent in the air for
the aircraft depends directly on how well we
perform our job,” said Capt. Justin Munger,
a 909th ARS aircraft commander. “I wanted
our crew to learn to operate well with joint
services and allow them to successfully experiment with their new equipment.”

Refueling requires a large amount of
coordination from all parties involved,
from the tanker to the fighter jet, with
the boom operator playing middle man.
“It is my job to communicate with the
approaching aircraft and keep tabs on
how much fuel they need before disconnecting,” said Tech. Sgt. Chad Holloway,
a 909th ARS boom operator. “We refuel
about 10 aircraft each sortie and dispense
about 170,000 pounds of fuel.”
A more seasoned participant, with
his eighth time performing refueling
missions in Alaska, Holloway looks
back at one memory that reminds
him of the importance of training and
the force multiplying capabilities his

squadron brings to the fight.
“I saw an F-16 pilot go down near
the Bering Sea a few years back and we
were the first to respond to the scene,”
said Holloway. “We were able to call the
Coast Guard and get him picked up safely which was cool to see and motivates
me to keep going.”
Although NE17 will soon be in the
909th’s rearview, they will continue to
support flying missions globally.
“The favorite part of my job is how
flexible our crew is and having them to
fly around with,” said Munger. “When it
comes to supporting missions, we try to
be there when we can, wherever we can,
and as often as we can.”
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By 18th Wing Public Affairs

5/12/2017 — Congratulations to the
following graduates of Airman Leadership School, Class 17-D:
John L. Levitow Honor Graduate Award:
SrA Calvin Nickoley,
320th Special Tactics Squadron

Academic Achievement Award:
SrA Kurt Lettang,
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron

Commandant Award:
SrA Dantae Seward,
733rd Air Mobility Squadron

Distinguished Graduates:
SrA Kurt Lettang,
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron
SrA Paul Roberts,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
SrA Dantae Seward,
733rd Air Mobility Squadron
SrA Cody McGrath,
961st Airborne Air Control Squadron

Graduates:
SrA Nicholas Crissie,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
SrA Nicholas Crissie,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
SrA Kyle Curtis, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron
SrA Hisham Hiddad,
18th Medical Operations Squadron
SrA Anthony Heath,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron
SrA Woo Lee, 18th Security Forces Squadron
SrA Marcus Livingston,
18th Communications Squadron
SrA Nathan McNamara,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
SrA Preston Miller,
733rd Air Mobility Squadron
SrA Jonathan Montoya,
18th Munitions Squadron
SrA Calvin Nickoley,
320th Special Tactics Squadron,

SrA Princess Okai,
18th Force Support Squadron
SrA Taylor Purvis,
390th Intelligence Squadron
SrA Eric Smith,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
SrA Justis Ryan Tenorio,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
SrA Evan Anderson,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
SrA Kyle Birch,
18th Logistic Readiness Squadron
SrA Russell Curtis,
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron
SrA Dalton Dishman,
18th Operations Support Squadron
SrA Skiilar Hopson,
18th Force Support Squadron
SrA Allen Kanorr,
390th Intelligence Squadron
SrA Maxwell Kellogg,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
SrA Joshua Langford,
18th Security Forces Squadron
SrA Kurt Lettang,
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron
SrA Justin Phillips,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron
SrA Paul Roberts,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
SrA Marvin Rogers Jr.,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron
SrA Marciano Tauvela,
18th Component Maintenance Squadron
SrA Alana Valdez,
18th Medical Support Squadron
SrA Chelsea Ganton,
18th Logistics Readiness Squadron
SrA Jason Garciadealba,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
SrA Frank Gonsalves,
390th Intelligence Squadron
SrA Xavier Gurrola,
18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron
SrA Henry Hasler, 18th Munitions Squadron

E

SrA Caleb Hay,
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron
SrA Brandon McDaniels,
18th Operations Support Squadron
SrA Tucker Morgan,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron
and Distinguished Graduate
SrA Kemar Morrison,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
SrA Alexander Ramirez,
18th Maintenance Group
SrA Rodney Rodriguez,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
SrA Cody Seigneurie,
18th Component Maintenance Squadron
SrA Dantae Seward,
733rd Air Mobility Squadron
SSgt Maura Trujillo,
18th Medical Operations Squadron
SrA Benjamin Armond,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron
SrA Marcel Benavides,
18th Medical Operations Squadron
SrA Zachary Bennett, 18th Wing
SrA Bart Fortune Jr.,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
and Flight Leader
SrA Drew Hill, 390th Intelligence Squadron
SrA Corey Jones,
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron
SrA Nicholas Lightcap,
718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
SrA Cody McGrath,
961st Airborne Air Control Squadron
and Distinguished Graduate
SrA Mario Payne Jr.,
18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
SrA Jamani Ramsey,
390th Intelligence Squadron
SrA Kattie Savoy,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron
SrA Levi Schofield,
18th Security Forces Squadron
SrA Jessica Zielinski,
18th Munitions Squadron
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Northern Edge provides top-notch,
realistic joint training in Alaska
By Sgt. 1st Class
Joel Gibson

NE17 Joint Information Bureau

5/12/2017 - JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICHARDSON,
Alaska
—
Approximately
6,000 sailors, soldiers, airmen,
Marines, Coast Guardsmen,
as well as DoD civil servants
and contractors. are preparing
for the journey back to their
respective bases and stations
following participation in Exercise Northern Edge 2017 here
and at Eielson Air Force Base
near Fairbanks, May 1-12.
Pilots and crew of various
aircraft took part in the exercise, including F-22 Raptors,
Marine Corps F-35B Lightning
IIs, F-15C Eagles, F-15E Strike
Eagles, Marine Corps and Navy
F/A 18E and F Super Hornets,
and EA-18G Growlers working
together against a role-playing
aggressor squadron of F-16C
Fighting Falcons. Along with
the fighter jets came dozens of
surveillance, maintenance and
support assets and aircraft, such
as in-flight refueling tanker
planes, airborne early warning
and control (AWACS) and
Coast Guard helicopters.
Navy ships USS Hopper
(DDG 70) and USS O’Kane
(DDG 77), both Commander,
U.S. Third Fleet Arleigh Burkeclass, guided-missile destroyers
based out of Pearl Harbor, HI,
have been paramount to the
exercise as well, providing atsea operational implementation
and support in the Gulf of Alaska. Similar to Hopper’s visit to
Homer, AK, at exercise start, the
O’Kane and crew will make a

scheduled port visit May 13-17
in Juneau, Alaska, to conclude
its participation in NE2017.
Other maritime support included a Coast Guard cutter
and Military Sealift Command
replenishment oiler.
The fully integrated, largescale exercise provided topnotch, realistic and comprehensive joint training opportunities
in and around Alaskan land and
airspace, as well as in and above
the Gulf of Alaska. U.S. military
personnel and their assets have
participated in this exercise,
under various names, during
odd-numbered years since 1975.
This year, NE17 participants
trained on defensive counter-air,
close-air support and air interdiction of maritime targets.
“The training value is
extremely high, especially for
young crew members,” said Air
Force Lt. Gen. Ken Wilsbach,
Alaskan NORAD Region, Alaskan Command and 11th Air
Force Commander. “If they ever
have to execute this in combat
they are prepared — combat
situations are often easier than
the training because the exercise
scenarios are so difficult. When
they come away from the exercise
they are more capable at their job
than they were when they started
the exercise, and that’s the greatest value of Northern Edge.”
Environmental protection is
an integral factor in planning
military exercises anywhere
in the world. NE17 leaders
remained concentrated about
the environment and took any
necessary precautions to ensure
the training activities have no

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communications Specialist 2nd Class Travis Litke)

^Four F-15C Eagle aircraft fly alongside a KC-10 Extender during an aerial refueling operation in support of Northern Edge 2017.

significant impact. As with any
exercise, the military is concerned about potential environmental and community effects of
training activities, including how
maritime actions may impact
fisheries and marine mammals.
“We really tried to look to the
scientists that know about sonar
and other naval activities that
would occur, and what those
activities may do to the environment,” said Gen. Wilsbach.
“Their conclusion was that these
activities have little to no impact
on fish and marine mammals.
With that in mind, we intend
to go back to the [coastal] communities after the exercise is
over and find out what they saw,

and what we can improve on for
Northern Edge ‘19.”
Along with extensive on-board
marine monitoring, ship waste
collection and ongoing research
projects, which help inform
the best available maritime and
mammal science, any maritime
operations are conducted with an
extensive set of mitigation measures developed and authorized
by a permit from the National
Marine Fisheries Service.
“I’d also like to thank the citizens of Alaska,” said Gen. Wilsbach. “They allow us to come
here and exercise, train, experiment and test—It’s for national
defense, but Alaskans allow us to
do this. I’m very thankful that we

have a group of citizens that value
the training that we do here and
allow us to train and build skills
both over land and over water.”
Major participating units this
year include U.S. Pacific Command, Alaskan Command, U.S.
Pacific Fleet, Pacific Air Forces,
Marine Corps Forces Pacific,
U.S. Army Pacific, Air Combat Command, Air Mobility
Command, Air Force Materiel
Command, Air National Guard,
Air Force Reserve Command
and U.S. Naval Reserve.
Individual units came to the
exercise from Japan, Germany,
Florida, California, Washington,
Nevada, Oklahoma, New Jersey,
North Carolina, and Texas.

Be thankful for contributions of military spouses

By Col. Aaron Burgstein
Air Force Public Affairs

5/12/2017 — Editor’s Note: Air Force Col.
Aaron “Chewy” Burgstein wrote this unpublished commentary in the fall of 2014
while undergoing medical treatment for a
brain tumor. He unfortunately passed away
on Jan. 27, 2015. In recognition of Military
Spouses Appreciation Day on May 21 and
Memorial Day on May 31, Air Force News
is publishing Col. Burgstein’s commentary
in remembrance of his contributions to Air
Force Public Affairs and as a reminder of
the timeless contributions made by military
spouses every day around the world.

I

n my nearly 20 years of military service, I have moved 12 times. It is more
frequent than most service members,
but yet not that unusual. Along the way
in my career, I picked up a spouse. She
has moved a total of nine times in our 13
years of marriage. Our children are just
breaking into double digits and they have
moved six times.
As we have moved from year to year,
I like to think I have appreciated the
difficulties my family has faced. We move
into a new area, I start a new job, get a new
home, and meet new people. Oftentimes,
I have to be in my job right away with no
break. Luckily, my wife has been able to
set up our house on her own when this

happens. In fact, since marriage, my wife
has taken care of nearly everything outside
of my work. For each of our moves, she has
found us a house, made it a home, found
our two girls a school, a community and
activities, dentists, doctors, and sometimes
even a group of friends. All of this while
taking care of them during the move.
As said, I appreciate all that my family
faces, but this year I have seen it as so
much more than I ever knew. During this
last move, I am viewing the process from
a completely different vantage point. Because of a medical condition, I am unable
to work for a period of time and we have
had to move to a location with specialized
doctors. That situation is a whole other
article, but for our purposes here, I will
focus on what I have learned that I believe
many can relate to.
The amount of work that goes into setting up a home — not a house mind you,
but an actual home — that the family will
enjoy and feel comfortable in is amazing.
And our spouses do this every few years,
generally on their own. Yes, you think
you know, but there is more to it than
we active-duty folks realize. Our spouses
start research the minute we give hints as
to where we will be. Sometimes, they have
months to plan, sometimes merely weeks.
For example, in my family’s last move, we
had only days to prepare for an overseas

move. Our spouses look for good school
districts. They find affordable housing.
They discover the new karate or ballet
studio. They get on the Tricare site or find
online resources to find the best doctors,
dentists and even hair dressers. They
make sure to collect records for the kids’
medical portfolios so their moving history is complete. They are there when the
movers arrive and place the furniture and
knick-knacks and artwork in such a way
that it looks like you have always lived in
that house. They model a positive attitude
about the move when the children start
to miss their friends. Maybe you knew all
of this already. Maybe you have already
thanked your spouse, but there is more.
Each time my family moves, I walk
into my office. I have a network of peers
with whom I can interact each day. I am
assigned doctors and people to help me
get settled into the new location. I have
everything I need right there on the base,
from restaurants to a gym. My support
network is always there waiting for me
when I arrive.
This year, I am seeing what it is like
without that built-in network. I am
watching as my wife tries to find summer
activities for the girls in a place that is
unfamiliar. I watch as she puts herself
out there into the community every day.
She reaches out to people who already

have a network. Some respond, some do
not. I see her struggling to establish new
friendships and new ties. She does all of
this with the knowledge that this is temporary. She will have to do it all over again
in one year.
Our spouses also face the challenge of
what we call “location friends,” essentially
friends who are there when you’re living
near them, but once you move away, the
contact fades, then disappears. That can
be tough. Social media certainly helps
people keep in touch, but when you invest
time and energy building those relationships, only to see them falter when you
move away, it can be quite disheartening.
To repeat this year after year, knowing
there’s almost always another move in the
future can take its toll.
So, this year, I’m thankful for the opportunity to see what my spouse has to go
through – not that she has to go through
it, although she does so with grace and
a great attitude. Rather, I’m thankful to
know and have a better understanding
and appreciation of her challenges. So the
next time you move, as you benefit from
that built-in network, remember that your
spouse is building that network on his or
her own. Only one month is dedicated to
military spouse appreciation. Be sure to
appreciate and understand what it is they
are truly going through every day.
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Sunshine, bright lights and beach vibes

Okuma Beach Fest 2017

(Photos by Ben Miller)

By Melissa Kowaluk

5/15/2017 — Okuma Beach Fest 2017,
which took place on 29 – 30 April this
year, was certainly one for the books.
This annual event is hosted to kick off
the summer and bring together military
members and our host country citizens.
It is a great opportunity for all guests to
kick back relax and listen to some great
music in a fun and laid back atmosphere.
Thousands of people came out to
enjoy the cool beachy sounds of Anuhea,
the modern tunes of Kent Jones and the
forever iconic Sugar Ray. Anuhea, who
has performed at Okuma once before,

kicked off the show with her easy-going
performance, followed by Kent Jones
and finished off with a 90s throwback
with Sugar Ray. All the performers
energized the crowd and had everyone
singing along to favorite hits. Prior to the
performances, lucky guests who correctly
guessed various trivia questions had the
opportunity to meet the headlining artists
and take photos with them. Those who
met the artists, left with an autograph and
a photo to remember the event by.
Okuma Beach Fest entertained both
the Japanese and American community
all weekend long. Various Japanese artists

including DJ Hokuto, and Manila Pop performed as well throughout the weekend.
Guests enjoyed cuisines from near and far
including American BBQ, Japanese yakisoba, carne asada fries and much more.
This event was not only for adults but for
kids as well. Kids enjoyed a Fun Land
during the day which included bounce
houses, a rock wall, games and prizes.
The weather brought the perfect
amount of sunshine for people to lounge
on the beach, or splash in the pristine
ocean waters. Those who were seeking
an adrenaline rush tried out the Jetovator
and jet skis while those wanting to relax

cruised on sea kayaks and the Coral Connections Glass Bottom Boat Tour. Rooms
filled quickly leading up to the event and
those looking for the more outdoorsy
experience camped alongside the beach.
Families and friends camped, built fires,
played music and enjoyed the rest of the
evening following the concert.
This year’s Okuma Beach Fest raised
the bar high in anticipation for next
year’s beach party. Okuma Beach Fest
will continue to be an event that brings
communities together under the common pretense of a weekend of great
music, food and entertainment.
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To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.

Kadena and Camp Foster
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds
everyone to program their cell phones
with the emergency numbers. To report
an emergency on Kadena via cell, dial
098-934-5911, and from an office phone,
dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098911-1911, or from an office phone, dial 911.

18th Medical Group Clinic Closures
The Kadena Air Base clinic will be closed
on the following dates this spring: May 29
(Memorial Day Holiday) - Closed All Day
/ May 30 (Family Day) - Closed All Day.
The 18th Medical Group is responsible
for ensuring the 18th Wing’s medical
readiness in support of the United States’
and Japan’s mutual interests. In keeping
with this mission, the Kadena Clinic will
be participating in 18 Wing upcoming
exercises. During exercises, our normal
patient care and Clinical services
(pharmacy, lab, immunizations, etc.) will
be impacted, as the clinic will be closed
for one day during these exercises (exact
dates subject to scenario). We ask for
your patience as our trusted professionals
exercise their skills and work with the
Wing and other agencies on island in
support of these training events. We
apologize for any inconvenience that this
may cause. As always, in the event of an
emergency, seek emergency services at
the US Naval Hospital on Camp Foster or
by dialing ambulance services at 634-1796
or 098-934-5911 by cell phone. For more
information, contact Capt. Jennifer Stark at
630-4504, Capt. Danielle Bradford at 6304565, or Ms. Melissa Cook at 630-5050.

How to file a complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your
complaint through supervisory channels,
you may seek IG assistance to determine

if the complaint should be filed with the IG.
You can file a complaint if you reasonably
believe inappropriate conduct has occurred
or a violation of law, policy, procedures, or
regulation has been committed. Complete
the personnel data information on an
AF Form 102 and briefly outline the facts
and relevant information related to the
issue or complaint. List the allegations of
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and
provide supporting narrative detail and
documents later, when interviewed by an
IG person. Allegations should be written as
bullets and should answer who committed
the violation; what violation was committed;
what law, regulation, procedures, or policy
was violated; when did the violation occur.
Help is available: Call your Kadena IG office
at 634-7622 for Mr. Mays or 634-1109 for
Mr. Lovingood, or leave a message on
the Kadena Fraud Waste & Abuse (FWA)
Hotline at 634-0404.

DoD Offers BeThere Peer Support
Call and Outreach Center
Reaching out for support when you need
it is a sign of strength. The DoD BeThere
Peer Support Call and Outreach Center
represents the longstanding commitment
of the military community to take care of
each other. Peer specialists know what
military life is like because they’ve been
there. Here are the details of your BeThere
Peer Support Call and Outreach Center:
• Active duty, National Guard and Reserve
members, and their families are eligible
to use the center’s services.
• Calls, texts and live chats are unlimited
and available 24/7/365 from anywhere in
the world.
• You can choose the peer specialist
you speak with based on a number of
qualities, including Service experience,
Veteran or spouse, and male or female.
• Support is available for any area of

Shekwasha, The Green Jewel
Full of Nutrition
Okinawa is not short on families
who grow their own fruit in their
gardens.
When walking around residential
areas, the ones most likely to be
seen are bananas, mangos, dragon
fruit and guava. There is also
papaya but instead of being a fruit,
this is considered a vegetable in
Okinawa and is either pickled or
cooked.
When in Okinawa, it can be fun to take
a stroll and discover fresh fruit in
unexpected places, not just in private
gardens but also on the streets where
the Okinawan citrus fruit, Shekwasha,
can be found.
When March arrives, the white flowers of
the Shekwasha trees bloom all at once
and when they reach full blossom, the
mountains where they are grown turn
completely white.

The harvest begins in late August and
lasts for roughly half a year, until the
end of February.
When ripe, the Shekwasha turn orange.
However, in Okinawa they are harvested
while still green and pressed to make
fruit juice or used in cooking. As this
fruit contains high levels of vitamin C
and citrus acid, it is highly nutritious and
is said to have the benefits of relieving
fatigue, improving blood circulation and
rejuvenating skin.

life — no problem is too small.
• Communication with BeThere peer
specialists is kept confidential.
Staffed by Veterans and military spouses,
the center encourages Service members
and their families to seek support for
everyday problems from peers who
understand military life. For more
information or to contact a BeThere Peer
Specialist: Call: 844-357-PEER (7337) Text:
480-360-6188 Chat and visit: https://www.
BeTherePeerSupport.org

TRICARE Dental Program
Enrollment
Military service members are encouraged
to enroll their family members in the
TRICARE Dental Program (TDP) and to
take advantage of MetLife TDP benefits
that they are entitled to receive. MetLife’s
TDP dental coverage will provide military
families with peace of mind to know that
they will have the dental care they need
when it’s needed. Some of the great
benefits available to military spouses and
children under the TDP Include:
-Two cleanings and two exams per year at
no cost when a network dentist is seen.
-Orthodontic coverage for children up to
the age of 21 (or 23 if a full time student)
with a 50% cost share and a $1,750
Lifetime Maximum Benefit per enrollee.
-$1,300 Dental Program Annual Maximum
per enrollee per plan year.
-$1,200 Accidental Annual Maximum per
enrollee per plan year.
Enrollment in the TDP is quick and easy
and there are four easy ways to enroll:
1. Online: Visit Caution-http://www.tricare.
mil/bwe.
2. Phone: Call 1-855-638-8371 (CONUS),
1-855-638-8372 (OCONUS), or 1-855638-8373 (TDD/TTY).
3. Fax: Send a completed Enrollment/
Change Authorization document www.

tricare.mil/tdp to 1-855-763-1337.
4. Mail: Send a completed Enrollment/
Change Authorization document to the
following address: MetLife TRICARE
Dental Program / Enrollment and Billing
Services / P.O. Box 14185 Lexington, KY
40512
All active duty personnel will receive
priority at immunizations 7:30 - 11:30 a.m.
and 12:45 - 4 p.m., and lab during their
normal hours of operation. Additionally,
deployment related health assessments
will have walk-in hours from 7:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. at Public Health. IMR Green Day will
be held the third Friday of every month.

Pass and Registration Visitor’s
Center closure
The U.S. side of the Pass and Registration
Visitor’s Center will be closed May 25 for
a training day and May 27- 30, memorial
weekend and for the family down day. The
center is also closed 12 p.m. to close of
business for training on the last Thursday of
every month. For more information, contact
Master Sgt. Alfredo Reyes at 634-1033.

Kadena AB Women’s Softball Team
Team Kadena is looking for women
softball players. Softball runs year-round,
there are multiple opportunities to play in
scrimmages and tournaments throughout
the year. This new team is open to Active
Duty and Spouses, and Department of
Defense Civilians and practices will be
held twice per week. For more information,
contact Master Sgt. Crystal Benitez at 6349495 or email crystal.benitez@us.af.mil.

WIC Overseas Program Enrollment
and Eligibility
The Women, Infants, and Children
Overseas is a supplemental nutrition
program
designed
for
pregnant,

Continued on PAGE 11
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postpartum, and breastfeeding women,
infants and children up to the age of 5.
As a WIC Overseas participant, you can
receive nutrition education in the form of
individual counseling and group classes,
breastfeeding support, supplemental foods
such as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, eggs,
and fresh fruits and vegetables, and referrals
to other health care agencies. For more
information, check financial/residential
eligibility, visit or call WIC Overseas. All of
WIC can be reached at 645-WICO (9426) or
from a cell phone at 098-970-9426 (Options
1- Camp Foster; 2- Kadena Air Base; 3Camp Kinser; 4- Camp Courtney)
Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428)
Camp Foster (Bldg. 5674)
Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408)
Camp Kinser (Bldg. 107 Rm. 121)

Mailing Lithium-ion Battery in the
APO/FPO System
The mailing of lithium-ion batteries to and
from a US military APO/FPO address is
permitted when the batteries are properly
installed in an electronic device. Because
of safety concerns, defective lithium-ion
batteries or lithium-ion batteries that are
not installed in a device and instead packed
alone or separate from the electronic device
cannot be mailed. Lithium-ion batteries are
typically used in devices such as mobile
telephones, portable electronics, and
laptops. Please call 634-3244 or 3266 for
more information / questions.

Finance Office closure
The Finance Office will close at 12:00 a.m.
on Friday, May 26, and at 11:00 a.m. on
June 16 for official functions. The Finance
Office is also closed every 3rd Thursday of
the month for training. For emergencies,
please call 080-6487-6969.

TMO Closure
All Traffic Management Offices will be
closed from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. on Friday, May
26, for an official function. For any questions
or concerns, please contact Senior Master
Sgt. Daisy M. Galan at 634-7798.

TMO new walk-in hours
The Personal Property and Passenger
Travel sections’ operating hours have been
extended for summer peak season. New
walk-in hours are Mondays, Wednesdays
& Fridays from 8:30 am – 3:30 pm and on
Tuesdays & Thursdays from 7:30 a.m. – 3:00
p.m. For more information, contact Personal

A

M

U

Property at 634-5964 or Passenger Travel at
634-5298

Estate claims for Amn Shannon
Purcell
2nd Lt. Hayden W. Clark, of the 18th
Equipment Maintenance Squadron, Kadena
Air Base, has been appointed the summary
court officer for the estate of Amn Shannon
Purcell, of the 18th MUNS. All claims for or
against the estate of the deceased must be
submitted to the summary court officer.

Learn Japanese & Chinese
Japanese & Chinese Classes for any level.
OHJ Skills 090-9788-2615 http://ohjskills.
com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Kadena Adult Varsity Football
The Kadena Base Varsity Football Team is
looking for players 18 and older. All services
and civilians are welcome to join the team.
Practices are Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6
p.m. at the Risner Softball Field. Football
pads are provided. For more information
please contact Coach Baker at 08064995445 or email kadenafootball@gmail.com

Seek Okinawa Synergy, S.O.S!
EFMP, Special Needs Parents Group
“Seek Okinawa Synergy”, S.O.S, EFMP,
Special Needs Parents Group will meet
the 1st Wednesday of every month from
5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m, at the Amelia Earhart
Intermediate School. Come, connect,
network, and share with parents to grow
your support network here on Okinawa.
For more information, contact Mr. Jeffrey
Sweeney at 634-3366

18th Wing Memorial Day Ceremony
Please join us on Friday, May 26, at 11 a.m.
at the 18th Wing Headquarters (BLDG.
10) for a memorial day ceremony. Attire is
uniform of the day or business casual. In
case of inclement weather, the ceremony
will take place inside Kadena Chapel 1.
For more information contact Master Sgt.
Michael Garcia at michael.garcia.12@us.af.
mil/630-4158 or Tech. Sgt. Danyelle Saboy
at danyelle.saboy@us.af.mil/630-4467

ASBBC Blood Drive
The 372 TRS/Det 15 will be hosting a blood
drive on 23 May from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. The
event will be located on Kadena Air Base
next to the Wing Safety office at Bldg 938.
All blood types are needed, especially O!

R

A

I

G

A T

E

11

12

S

A

M

U

R

A

I

G

A T

E

MAY 19, 2017

