Maintainers assigned to the 67th Aircraft
Maintenance Unit maneuver an F-15 Eagle
out of an aircraft hangar Aug. 24, 2016, at
Kadena Air Base. Airmen worked during
the night to prepare aircraft for a possible
typhoon that was postured to hit Okinawa.

A tree lays on its side near the Airman's Club after being
uprooted during Typhoon Songda here at Kadena Air
Base, June 1, 2011. The typhoon hit over the Memorial Day
weekend and caused many trees to be torn from their roots.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Lakisha A. Croley)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Peter Reft)

Two Airmen were rescued after being
trapped inside a flooded guard shack
during typhoon Neoguri on Kadena Air
Base, July 9, 2014. The powerful typhoon
caused a flash flood which engulfed the
guard shack and trapped the Airmen inside.

HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopters, assigned to the
33rd Rescue Squadron, are placed into hangars
on Kadena Air Base, July 6, 2014.

(Courtesy photo)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Marcus Morris)

By 18th Wing Public Affairs

5/31/2017 — Don’t be alarmed if
typhoon warning signs start popping
up on the windows and front doors of
buildings this week because typhoon
season officially started June 1. As a
result, installations around Okinawa will
remain in Tropical Cyclone Conditions
of Readiness (TCCOR) Four by default
until the end of November.
Typhoons are most frequent from
June to November with as many as 26
typhoons forming in a season. However,
usually only three or four pass close
enough to Okinawa to be of any concern
to people stationed here. On Okinawa,
the greatest number of typhoons is concentrated in August and September.
The Kadena weather flight monitors
these tropical storms and typhoons,
and serves as a focal point for typhoon
information on Okinawa as part of the
Pacific Command’s Tropical Cyclone
Warning System. Current local weather
information, including tropical cyclone
conditions of readiness, is available on
the Shogun Weather homepage (shogunweather.com). Kadena residents can also
get up-to-date pathway projections for
typhoons via the Joint Typhoon Warning
Center’s homepage.
Warnings of approaching storms, as
well as typhoon tips, precautions and
current conditions are broadcast over
American Forces Network-Okinawa
radio and television.
While sophisticated weather forecasting and tracking equipment and reinforced
concrete buildings have taken the surprise
and most of the danger out of typhoons,
Kadena residents still need to be prepared
for the unexpected. Read the Kadena Air
Base Emergency Actions Guide from the

base disaster preparedness office for more
details on typhoon preparedness and
bookmark Kadena’s typhoon fact sheet
online for future reference.
CONDITIONS OF READINESS
Following are Tropical Cyclone (Typhoon)
Conditions of Readiness (TCCOR), their
meanings and actions to take for safety:
TCCOR 5: Destructive winds are possible within 96 hours. (Only used outside
of established typhoon season) Stock up
on food, water, and emergency supplies.
TCCOR 4: Destructive sustained winds
of 50 knots or greater possible within 72
hours. Stock up on food, bottled water, dry
milk, batteries, flashlights, candles and other emergency supplies. TC-4 stays in affect
from June 1 to November 30 every year.
TCCOR 3: Destructive sustained winds
of 50 knots or greater possible within 48
hours. Initiate a general clean-up around
your home, apartment and office. Pick
up loose items, such as toys, garden tools
and lawn furniture.
TCCOR 2: Destructive sustained winds
of 50 knots or greater anticipated within
24 hours. Secure all outdoor property
such as picnic tables, barbecue grills, etc.
TCCOR 1: Destructive sustained winds
of 50 knots or greater are expected within
12 hours. DODDs schools will not be
closed until TCCOR 1C. Fill any available containers with water. Make a final
check of food, water and other supplies.
TCCOR 1 Caution: Winds of 35-49
knots sustained are occurring (at a particular installation).
TCCOR 1 Emergency: Winds of 50 knots
sustained or gust factors of 60 knots or
greater are occurring at a particular installation. All outside activities are prohibited.
TCCOR 1 Recovery: After the passage
of a tropical cyclone (TC), when de-

structive winds have subsided and are
no longer forecasted to occur, survey and
work crews are sent out to determine
the extent of damage and to establish
safe zones around hazards (e.g. downed
power lines, unstable structures). Until
the recovery process is declared complete
(TCCOR All Clear), or the risk of injury
and/or damage to personnel and property has been mitigated to a safe level, the
general base population would normally
be asked to remain indoors.
TCCOR Storm Watch: Strong winds of
35 knots sustained or greater are possible
due to the proximity of a tropical cyclone;
however, winds are not forecasted to meet
the destructive wind criteria (50 knots
sustained or gust factors of 60 knots or
greater). Personnel should follow Standard Operating Procedures for TCCOR
Storm Watch and stay alert for any
changes to TCCOR status. Strong winds
will meet TCCOR 1 Caution criteria. The
storm is also close enough to the area that
a heightened alert status is necessary in
order to rapidly establish elevated TCCOR conditions should the storm deviate
from the forecasted track or intensity.
*It is possible to return to TCCOR Storm
Watch from another TCCOR level if the
storm is no longer forecasted to reach
destructive wind criteria.
TCCOR All Clear: The storm is over and
not forecast to return. Storm damage could
still present a danger. This TCCOR level is
used to inform U.S. Military and civilians
that the threat of the storm is over. However, until the recovery process is declared
complete (TCCOR All Clear), or the risk
of injury and/or damage to personnel and
property has been mitigated to a safe level,
the general base population would normally be asked to continue to remain indoors.

TAKE ACTION
There are some simple but important
steps that Airmen and their families
should take in preparation for typhoon
season. Most importantly, families
should have an emergency kit that contains the following items at a minimum:
• Flashlight with extra batteries
• Bottled Water (3 days worth - 1 gallon
per person per day)
• Non-perishable packaged or canned
food / juices
• Foods for infants or the elderly
• Snack foods
• Non-electric can opener
• Cooking tools/fuel
• Paper plates/plastic utensils
• First-Aid supplies, Prescriptions
• Battery powered radio (AFN)
• Pet care items
• Towels, rags, mops
When a typhoon is imminent, all personnel should:
• Fill bathtubs with water
• Turn refrigerators/freezers to highest
setting
• Secure loose outdoor objects or store
them indoors, play sets, bicycles, and
other toys, grills, trampolines, storage
sheds, tables & chair, trash & recycling
containers
• Store bulk trash items indoors if contractor has not picked up by TCCOR 2
• Secure & lock all exterior doors and
windows
• Sandbags can be filled at multiple fill
stations around the installation.
• Turn off all non-critical electrical
items: lights, computers, printers, fans,
TVs, etc.
• Fuel your vehicles
• Park vehicles in an area least prone to
falling tree limbs and flooding
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Start Summer Plans with Safety in Mind
By Maj. Gen. Andrew M. Mueller
Air Force Chief of Safety

S

ummer weather brings with it the opportunity
to get out and enjoy outdoor activities with
fellow Airmen, family and friends. There is
nothing quite like a warm afternoon on the beach,
around the neighborhood pool, or even in the back
yard showcasing your favorite barbecue technique,
to make some lasting memories. There is no question
about it – summer is a lot of fun!
However, each year Airmen or members of
their family are needlessly injured, or worse, while
participating in outdoor activities. Over the past 10
years, an average of 50 Airmen and an equal number
of family members died in off-duty activities such as
boating, kayaking, swimming, biking, riding an ATV,
and general aviation. Today, it’s much more common
to be injured or killed off duty than on duty.
How are most Airmen injured off duty?
Sports and Recreation: I’m surprised by the number
of injuries incurred in common sports like basketball
and softball. In 2016, the Air Force experienced 2,031
injuries in sports and recreation activities. Each year
you get a little older and the speed and agility you
had in high school don’t magically reappear each
summer. Take time to prepare for sports activity with
a good routine of stretching and warm up. It you don’t
have the skills in a particular sport, practice or take a
lesson or two – stay in shape throughout the year so

you are ready to win when you engage in your favorite
sport.
Water: Each summer a few Airmen die while boating,
water skiing, scuba diving and, in more cases than
one would expect, from simply watching waves
during hurricanes. In most all cases, using a sound
buddy system could have prevented these mishaps.
Sometimes the calmness of the open ocean seems
to challenge us to go beyond our limits, all in the
spirit of fun. Unfortunately, the open ocean is terribly
unforgiving. So stick with a partner, know your limits
and most importantly, use the safety gear that can
save your life.
Fire and fireworks: Every year, Airmen are severely
burned starting their barbecue or from open flames.
Throwing flammable items, like fireworks, into fires
has the same result every time … it will burn, it will
explode and someone will get hurt. Barbecues and fire
pits are great for camping or enjoying the back yard,
but both involve open flames. There’s nothing better
than a fresh-toasted marshmallow, for sure – but
respect open flames. And, prelight that gas barbecue.
On the Road: This one you do every day. It’s driving.
Our hazard exposure goes up during summer because
we spend more time on the road. From road trips to
theme parks, to visiting relatives in the next state or
on a far coast, or the call of Route 66, the open road

calls to many military families. No lecture here, just
encouragement. If you’re a passenger, maintain your
situational awareness of the road. Help the driver.
All of our minds wander and that’s deadly at 65 mph.
And make a family rule of turning off the cell phone
when you’re the driver.
On Sept. 18, 2017, all Airmen will celebrate the
70th anniversary of our Air Force. Over the past
seven decades, we’ve seen dramatic reductions in
on- and off-duty fatalities. In the 1950s our Air Force
experienced more than 1,000 fatalities per year. Today
we’re on a “Quest for Zero” when it comes to on- and
off-duty fatalities. Zero fatalities from activities meant
to be fun is easily achievable. But, it means that you
must take personal responsibility for your safety, that
of your family and your fellow Airmen. Use the same
sound risk management techniques you use every
day in on-duty activities to keep you, your family and
fellow Airmen safe this summer.
Chief Franklin and I want to thank all our Air
Force families for the support you give our nation’s
Air-men. Our families represent the core of who we
are, our strength as a service and a touchstone for
those deployed in harm’s way. Be certain, each of you
is a valuable part of our Air Force and our Nation.
Make this summer a fun one – full of enjoyable
memories to last a lifetime.

Kadena members receive AF civilian hiring upGreen Dot training
and-running after

lifting of hiring freeze
By Richard Salomon

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Lynette M. Rolen)

Gena Schneider, left, 18th Wing Specialist for Primary Prevention of Violence, leads members of Kadena Air
Base through Green Dot Key Influencer Training May 24, at Kadena Air Base. The Key Influencer Training
targets influential members in different units to increase awareness of the Green Dot program and prevent
power-based interpersonal violence.

5/30/2017 - JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH — The Air Force
Personnel Center is partnering with customers with the goal of resuming normal
“first-in, first-out” operations since the
government-wide hiring freeze ended in
early April.
Based on Air Force priorities, AFPC
personnel are first working all pending
firm job offers where tentative offers
have already been made and actions
where selections have been made but no
tentative job offer has been issued. They
are currently working more than 12,000
requests for personnel action.
“We are continuing to work with
leadership from the major and combat-

ant commands regarding critical hires
and actions already in the works here
at AFPC,” said Christine Armstrong,
AFPC’s Civilian Sustainment and Transitions Programs Division chief.
In addition to the lifting of the hiring
freeze, an Office of Management and
Budget memorandum directs each government agency to develop a reform plan
as part of a broader effort to reform the
government and reduce the size of the
federal civilian workforce. As a result,
Air Force leaders have been directed to
scrutinize recruitment actions that are
being sent to AFPC to make sure the positions accurately reflect mission needs.
To explore jobs with the Air Force civilian service, go to afciviliancareers.com.

Published by Eight Co., Ltd. a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with the 18th Wing. The civilian enterprise Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services overseas. Contents of Samurai Gate are not necessarily
the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or
services advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised. Everything advertised in this publication shall
be made available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to info@samuraigate.jp

Official Kadena Air Base inquiries: 18wg.papublicaffairs@us.af.mil DSN:634-3813
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Band of the Pacific, Pacific
Trends perform a concert at
Tedako Hall in Urasoe City,
May 24. The United States Air
Force Band of the Pacific-Asia
serves Pacific Air Forces’
ceremonial, airmen morale, and
commanders outreach needs
and objectives throughout an
area of responsibility which
spans the Pacific Ocean from
the Arctic Circle to Australia,
and from the Polynesian Islands
to the east coast of India, to
include all of Southeast Asia.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Corey Pettis)

^

U.S. Air Force Pacific
Band performs rock
concert in Okianwa

Master Sgt. Julie
Bradley, U.S. Air Force
Band of the Pacific-Asia,
Pacific Trends singer,
takes a picture with fans
after a concert May 24.
After performing two
hours’ worth of popular
American and Japanese
rock songs, the band
members met and took
pictures with audience
members.
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Missy Cornish, wife of Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th Wing
Commander, leads combat fitness training during the Warrior
Training Fitness program at the Risner Fitness Center May 24, at
Kadena Air Base. Part of the program focuses on giving physical
training leaders new workout ideas to take back to their units.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

Moving? Toss unwanted or expired medications appropriately
By TRICARE Staff
5/25/2017 - FALLS CHURCH, Va. —
Many service members and their families
are gearing up to move this summer as
peak moving season runs May through
August each year. As you organize your
house and belongings to prepare for your
move, one area of your home you shouldn’t
overlook is your medicine cabinet.
Now is the perfect time to get rid of
items that are expired or no longer needed. With the Military Health System Drug
Take Back program, you can safely and
easily dispose of unwanted and expired
medications at U.S. military pharmacies.
Two options for safe drug disposal
There are two free options for beneficiaries to dispose of their prescription and
over-the-counter drugs safely. You can drop

off old or expired drugs in secure collection
boxes at military pharmacies, or send them
by mail in a special envelope available at
the military pharmacy. To find out which
Drug Tack Back option your pharmacy has,
contact your military hospital or clinic.
Accepted and non-accepted drugs
As you go through your medicine
cabinet, you’ll want to know what the
pharmacy accepts and what they don’t.
Drugs accepted through the MHS Drug
Take Back program include:
· Prescription and over-the-counter drugs
· Pills, tablets, capsules
· Ointments
· Creams
· Lotions
· Powders
· Liquid medicines (no more than 4 oz.)

For other items you want to toss, dispose of them properly by following other
safe disposal guidelines. The Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Food and
Drug Administration provides guidance
for how to dispose of items not accepted
through military pharmacies.
Benefits of safe drug disposal
Removing medications from your home
helps prevent accidental drug misuse and
drug abuse by family members and visitors
to your home. More than 60,000 children
in the U.S. go to the emergency room every
year for accidentally swallowing medications. Over 70 percent of prescription pain
drug abuse involves drugs obtained from
a friend or relative. Getting rid of unused
drugs keeps them out of the hands of children and others. The National Institute on

Drug Abuse has more drug facts.
Another important reason for practicing safe drug disposal is that it reduces the
amount of chemicals that can get into the
environment. Flushing unused drugs down
the toilet may seem like a safe and easy
solution, but it’s not encouraged. Unwanted
drugs can get into drinking water systems
and landfills if not disposed of properly.
Practicing good drug disposal habits benefits you, your family, and your community.
If your medicine cabinet is full of expired or
unneeded drugs, participate in a Drug Take
Back option near you. While moving season
is an easy time to do it, you can safely dispose
of unwanted drugs year round. For more information on how to safely dispose of drugs
through the Drug Take Back program, visit
the TRICARE website.
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Units conduct
safety training day

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Lynette M. Rolen)

^

^Airmen from the 18th Civil Engineer Squadron conduct safety training May 12, at Kadena Air Base. The 18th CES
utilizes a low-profile derrick truck for maintenance jobs. Using proper safety precautions is important when performing
jobs to prevent falls and injuries.
Airman 1st Class
Ryan Mitchell,
18th Civil Engineer
Squadron electrical
systems journeyman,
retracts an outrigger
on a low-profile
derrick truck
May 12, at Kadena
Air Base. The
low-profile derrick
truck features four
outriggers that keep
the truck stabilized
when being used for
maintenance.
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Fortification at its best Air Force proposes 1,600
Structures
personnel increase to
Airmen
maintain
command support staffs
building
integrity

By Staff Sgt.
Alyssa C. Gibson

Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Lynette M. Rolen)

^

^Airmen from the 18th Civil Engineer Squadron remove a portion of a wall frame as part of a workspace expansion
project at the 961st Airborne Air Control Squadron May 17, at Kadena Air Base. The 18th CES structures Airmen
ensure Kadena’s buildings meet safety standards and are mission-capable.
Airmen 1st Class Kaden
Petersen and Joseph Carswell,
18th Civil Engineer Squadron
structural apprentices, lay
down part of a wall frame as
part of a workspace expansion
project at the 961st Airborne
Air Control Squadron May 17,
at Kadena Air Base. Using
proper safety techniques
for moving equipment and
materials is important for
prevention of workplace
injuries.

5/24/2017 - WASHINGTON — The
Air Force plans to increase commander
support staff manning across the force by
1,600 by fiscal year 2022 increasing total
authorizations to more than 6,300.
Currently, the personnel increase calls
for 170 officers, 469 enlisted and 961
civilians with all civilian hires authorized
for fiscal 2018.
The increase in CSS manning ties directly to the Air Force chief of staff ’s first
focus area — revitalizing squadrons. Air
Force Chief of Staff Gen. David L. Goldfein announced this focus area within the
first month of his tenure, and appointed
Brig. Gen. Stephen L. Davis, the director
of Air Force manpower, organization and
resources, as lead of this initiative.
“Squadrons are the core unit of the Air
Force," Davis said. “We must ensure they
have the support required to accomplish
the mission and support their Airmen.
This is one step of many we plan to take
to help revitalize Air Force squadrons.”
One of the first milestones of revitalizing squadrons was the reduction of
additional duties for Airmen across the
Air Force. A comprehensive review of
duties under the direct control of the

Air Force resulted in the elimination,
reassignment, or reduction of 29 of 61
additional duties identified under Air
Force Instruction 38-206, “Additional
Duty Management.”
While this lessened the workload for
the majority of Airmen within the service, many of the duties were realigned
under CSS. In August 2016 the Air Force
committed to ensuring CSS requirements
are funded and positions filled as quickly
as possible within budget limits.
The new positions will be prioritized
by need across the Air Force. Some of the
more than 1,975 active-duty squadrons
are already fully manned while others are
minimally manned. The Air Force will
work with major commands to assess
areas of greatest need and prioritize
manning.
Davis said the manning increase is
key to re-establishing the CSS to full
capability.
“The CSS provides critical support to
the squadron, but not all of these positions were fully funded in the past,” Davis
said. “We’re fixing that and will also add
new positions to increase the level of
CSS support for many squadrons. Fully
funding the increased CSS requirement
is a key element in revitalizing Air Force
squadrons.”
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Physical Fitness Pillar
U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Quay Drawdy
Team Kadena members make use of the
racquetball court at the Risner Fitness Center
May 24. Members can schedule times to
reserve the court for team-building games of
“walley-ball” or racquetball.

Airman 1st Class John Coyle,
18th Equipment Maintenance
Squadron armament
backshop Airman, lifts
weights at the Risner Fitness
Center May 24.
An athlete uses the running
track outside the Risner
Fitness Center May 24. The
fitness center offers more
than 40 fitness classes
each week, promoting
healthy lifestyles for service
members and their families.

Airman 1st Class Justice Moore, 18th Force
Support Squadron services apprentice
(left), and U.S. Army Spc. Brandon Neal, 1-1
ADA culinary specialist (right), serve meals
at the Marshall Dining Facility May 24.
Airmen and Soldiers work side-by-side with
local master labor contractors at the DFAC
to prepare and serve the food.
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353rd SOG marches in Royal New Zealand Air
an ANZAC Day parade Force medical exchange

(U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)

Col. William Freeman, 353rd Special Operations Group commander,
leads the air commandos during a local ANZAC Day parade, April 25
in Blenheim, New Zealand. The Airmen commemorated with Royal
New Zealand Air Force partners during ANZAC Day, as this year
marks the 100-year anniversary of U.S. participation in WWI.

A Special Operations Forces Medical Element (SOFME) medic instructs a Royal New
Zealand Air Force medic on how to set up litter during a casualty evacuation (CASEVAC)
exercise, April 26 at RNZAF Base Woodbourne, New Zealand. Following 2-weeks of subject
matter expert exchanges, the SOFME and RNZAF medics executed a CASEVAC from a
MC-130H Combat Talon II assigned to the 1st Special Operations Squadron.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)

By Capt. Jessica Tait
353rd Special Operations Group
Public Affairs

5/29/2017 - RNZAF BASE
WOODBOURNE, New Zealand — Members of the 353rd
Special Operations Group
marched in a local ANZAC Day
parade with Royal New Zealand
Air Force partners, April 25 in
Blenheim, New Zealand.
ANZAC Day commemorates
Australia and New Zealand’s
tremendous courage and losses
from World War I during the
Battle of Gallipoli.
“This is a very historical time

for us as it marks the 100-year
anniversary of the U.S. participation in the Great War back in
1917,” said Col. William Freeman, 353rd SOG commander.
“We are able to reflect on the past,
remember what we are doing in
the present and honor those who
have fallen in past conflict.”
The air commandos were
invited to join RNZAF partners
from 40th Squadron in their
ANZAC Day festivities.
“We are very humbled that
our RNZAF partners asked us to
participate in their ANZAC Day
parade,” said Freeman. “Being

able to march here demonstrates
a true relationship and partnership with a Five Eyes partner.”
Members of the 353rd SOG
and 40th SQDN increased
military cooperation during
the fourth iteration of Exercise
Teak Net, which took place
April 15-18 at RNZAF Base
Auckland and April 18-28, 2017
at RNZAF Base Woodbourne,
New Zealand.
“It’s great to have the U.S. Air
Force here and we are always
pleased when they come,” said
Squadron Leader Blair Oldershaw, detachment commander

for Exercise Skytrain. “I think
any good relationship is built
upon a lot of small personal
relationships and these opportunities allow us to break down
barriers and help people understand that we have a lot more in
common than we have apart.”
This year marked the first
time the 353rd SOG participated in an ANZAC Day parade
and ceremony.
“After a 25-year absence from
New Zealand, the 353rd SOG
sent people down here to build
relationships and improve the interoperability between our mili-

taries,” said Maj. Mark Schmidt,
mission commander for Exercise
Teak Net. “It has been awesome
to watch the evolution of engagements with 40th SQDN
continued to grow since 2014
from both a military and social
aspect. Marching with our partners in their ANZAC Day parade
truly speaks to the strength of the
friendship between the U.S. and
New Zealand.”
Exercise Teak Net is an annual
joint, combined exchange training (JCET) focused on improving interoperability between the
U.S. and New Zealand militaries.
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To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.

Kadena and Camp Foster
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds
everyone to program their cell phones
with the emergency numbers. To report an
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-9345911, and from an office phone, dial 911. For
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or
from an office phone, dial 911.

How to Receive Emergency
Notifications in English on Cell
Phone
Cell phones across Okinawa currently receive
emergency text notifications in Japanese
from mobile phone service providers. To
receive emergency notifications by e-mail in
English, contact the Readiness & Emergency
Management Flight at 634-4404.

Estate claims for Amn Shannon
Purcell
2nd Lt. Hayden W. Clark, of the 18th
Equipment Maintenance Squadron, Kadena
Air Base, has been appointed the summary
court officer for the estate of Amn Shannon
Purcell, of the 18th MUNS. All claims for or
against the estate of the deceased must be
submitted to the summary court officer.

AADD: Get Home Safe
Did you drink tonight? Made a plan but it’s
falling through? Can’t catch a cab? If any of
this applies to you, call AADD. Don’t risk it
all, when you can get a ride home for free.
Call AADD at the cell phone number 098-9611110 and then ask for the USO or dial DSN:
634-3889. We’re open from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.
and we’re here to help.

How to file a complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your
complaint through supervisory channels,
you may seek IG assistance to determine
if the complaint should be filed with the IG.

You can file a complaint if you reasonably
believe inappropriate conduct has occurred
or a violation of law, policy, procedures, or
regulation has been committed. Complete the
personnel data information on an AF Form
102 and briefly outline the facts and relevant
information related to the issue or complaint.
List the allegations of wrongdoing briefly,
in general terms and provide supporting
narrative detail and documents later, when
interviewed by an IG person. Allegations
should be written as bullets and should
answer who committed the violation; what
violation was committed; what law, regulation,
procedures, or policy was violated; when did
the violation occur. Help is available: Call
your Kadena IG office at 634-7622 for Mr.
Mays or 634-1109 for Mr. Lovingood, or leave
a message on the Kadena Fraud Waste &
Abuse (FWA) Hotline at 634-0404.

18th MDG Clinic Closure
The Kadena Air Base clinic will be closed
on the following dates this Spring: June 15
(MDG Training Day) - Closed 1200 - 1630
The 18th Medical Group is responsible for
ensuring the 18th Wing’s medical readiness
in support of the United States’ and Japan’s
mutual interests. In keeping with this mission,
the Kadena Clinic will be participating in 18th
Wing upcoming exercises. During exercises,
our normal patient care and clinical services
(pharmacy, lab, immunizations, etc.) will be
impacted, as the clinic will be closed for
one day during these exercises (exact dates
subject to scenario). We ask for your patience
as our trusted professionals exercise their
skills and work with the Wing and other
agencies on island in support of these training
events. We apologize for any inconvenience
that this may cause. As always, in the event
of an emergency, seek emergency services
at the US Naval Hospital on Camp Foster or
by dialing ambulance services at 634-1796
or 098-934-5911 by cell phone. For more

Napoleon Fish: The Miraculous Giant Fish
The Napoleon Fish, also
known as the Humphead
Wrasse, is famous
for its charmingly
large face and friendly
personality which make
it a celebrity amongst
diving communities.
Not only can it be found
in the diving spots
surrounding the Kerama
Islands and Ishigaki
Island, but there is
also a chance of encountering this fish
around the main island of Okinawa, too,
as well as at the Churaumi Aquarium.
Growing over 2 meters long, its scales
are as big as the palm of an adult
making this the largest of the Labridae
family in the world, and in Japanese, it
is also known as ‘Megane mochino uo’, or
the ‘spectacled fish’. This is due to the
pattern around its eyes which make it
appear to be wearing glasses.
The most interesting thing is that all
Napoleon Fish are actually born female,

only changing to males after they have
reached full maturity as a female.
Once they have evolved into males, their
whole bodies slowly turn a blue color and
the lump on their heads grows bigger to
resemble the cap Napoleon was famous
for wearing, hence the name ‘Napoleon
Fish’.
This fish has a long life, living for 30
years or more.
Whether you meet them in the ocean
or an aquarium, why not see if you can
guess which are the males and females.

information, contact Capt. Jennifer Stark at
630-4504, Capt. Danielle Bradford at 6304565, or Ms. Melissa Cook at 630-5050.

DoD Offers BeThere Peer Support
Call and Outreach Center
Reaching out for support when you need it
is a sign of strength. The DoD BeThere Peer
Support Call and Outreach Center represents
the longstanding commitment of the military
community to take care of each other. Peer
specialists know what military life is like
because they’ve been there. Here are the
details of your BeThere Peer Support Call
and Outreach Center:
• Active duty, National Guard and Reserve
members, and their families are eligible to
use the center’s services.
• Calls, texts and live chats are unlimited
and available 24/7/365 from anywhere in
the world.
• You can choose the peer specialist you
speak with based on a number of qualities,
including Service experience, Veteran or
spouse, and male or female.
• Support is available for any area of life —
no problem is too small.
• Communication with BeThere peer
specialists is kept confidential.
Staffed by Veterans and military spouses,
the center encourages Service members and
their families to seek support for everyday
problems from peers who understand military
life. For more information or to contact a
BeThere Peer Specialist: Call: 844-357-PEER
(7337) / Text: 480-360-6188 / Chat and visit:
https://www.BeTherePeerSupport.org

WIC Overseas Program Enrollment
and Eligibility
The Women, Infants, and Children Overseas
is a supplemental nutrition program designed
for pregnant, postpartum, and breastfeeding
women, infants and children up to the age of 5.
As a WIC Overseas participant, you can receive

nutrition education in the form of individual
counseling and group classes, breastfeeding
support, supplemental foods such as milk,
juice, cheese, cereal, eggs, and fresh fruits
and vegetables, and referrals to other health
care agencies. For more information, check
financial/residential eligibility, visit or call
WIC Overseas. All of WIC can be reached at
645-WICO (9426) or from a cell phone at 098970-9426 (Options 1- Camp Foster; 2- Kadena
Air Base; 3-Camp Kinser; 4- Camp Courtney)
Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428)
Camp Foster (Bldg. 5674)
Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408)
Camp Kinser (Bldg. 107 Rm. 121)

New TRICARE Dental Program
provider
As of May 2017, United Concordia Corporation
Incorporated (UCCI) will be responsible for
managing the TRICARE Dental Program
(TDP) for military members.There is no action
required by you as a result of this transition
to a new contractor, and monthly premiums
deducted from your pay will not be interrupted.
As a reminder, the TDP is available to eligible
family members of all active duty service
members and to National Guard or reserve
members and/or their eligible family members.
Enrollees may be treated in both CONUS and
OCONUS locations. TDP monthly premiums
and costs are cost-shared by the Department
of Defense (DoD). The sponsor’s monthly
premium payment is $11.10 for a single
enrolled family member and $28.87 for eligible
families with two or more members enrolled.
Basic preventive, diagnostic and emergency
services are covered at 100%; the plan pays
20%-50% of the cost for certain specialized
services such as restorations, orthodontics,
and prosthodontics. Moreover, DoD costshares other specialty care (periodontics,
endodontic, and oral surgery) at a higher
percentage for E-1s to E-4s. For additional
information, you can visit www.uccitdp.com.
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Mail Address Format
The mail addressees should inform their
mailers to not include “Japan” or “Okinawa”
in the APO or FPO mail address format. If
included, the mail may be routed through
the international postal system instead of
the military postal system, which may result
in a higher postage rate and longer transit
time to the addressee. For more information /
questions, contact at 634-3266 or 634-3244.

Mailing of Alcoholic Beverages
Due to transportation safety concerns, please
avoid mailing alcoholic beverages such as
beer, wine, and liquor through the US military
APO/FPO mail system. Please call 634-3244
or 634-3266 for more information.

Mailing Lithium-ion Battery in the
APO/FPO System
The mailing of lithium-ion batteries to and from
a US military APO/FPO address is permitted
when the batteries are properly installed
in an electronic device. Because of safety
concerns, defective lithium-ion batteries or
lithium-ion batteries that are not installed in a
device and instead packed alone or separate
from the electronic device cannot be mailed.
Lithium-ion batteries are typically used in
devices such as mobile telephones, portable
electronics, and laptops. Please call 634-3244
or 3266 for more information / questions.

Mail Addresses
To help prevent non-delivery of mail, please
enclose inside the mail piece the sender’s
address and the intended addressee.
Enclosing the addresses inside the package
can help the Postal Service route the mail to
the addressee or returned to sender should
the exterior addresses become unreadable or
is separated from the mail piece. Call Master
Sgt. Richard Balanon at 634-3244 or 6343266 for more information.

USAF Test Pilot School (Test Falcon)
Application
The next annual United States Air Force Test
Pilot School “Test Falcon” Selection Board
will convene 24-26 July, 2017, at the Air Force
Personnel Center. The USAF Test Pilot School
is the world’s preeminent fixed-wing test
pilot school. USAF TPS graduates are future
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senior leaders who will be in high demand in
an era of increasing combat technological
advancements. Eligibility for the Test Pilot
School is open to qualified members of the AF
Active/Reserve Components, the Air National
Guard, and Civilians.” For more information,
visit the TPS website https://www.edwards.
af.mil/units/usaftps. Application Suspense
Date: June 16.

TMO new walk-in hours
The Personal Property and Passenger
Travel sections’ operating hours have been
extended for summer peak season. New walkin hours are Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays
from 8:30 am – 3:30 pm and on Tuesdays &
Thursdays from 7:30 am – 3:00 pm For more
information, contact Personal Property at 6345964 or Passenger Travel at 634-5298.

Finance Office closure
The Finance Office will close every 3rd
Thursday of the month for training. For
emergencies, please call 080-6487-6969.

18th Wing Equal Opportunity
Do you face concerns of unlawful discrimination
or sexual harassment? If so, Kadena Air Base
leadership maintains a strict “zero-tolerance”
policy pertaining to discriminatory behavior. If
you feel you are being unlawfully discriminated
against, to include sexual harassment, take
action. We encourage members to use the
chain of command first to resolve issues
at the lowest level. However, you can also
contact the EO office at 634-2571 to set up
an appointment; or you may visit our office.
Please note that the EO office will not accept a
Formal Complaint more than 60 calendar days
for military and 45 calendar days for civilian
complaints after the alleged offense occurred
without sufficient justification.

Learn Japanese & Chinese
Japanese & Chinese Classes for any level.
OHJ Skills 090-9788-2615 http://ohjskills.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Kadena Adult Varsity Football
The Kadena Base Varsity Football Team is
looking for players 18 and older. All services
and civilians are welcome to join the team.
Practices are Tuesdays and Thursdays at
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6 p.m. at the Risner Softball Field. Football
pads are provided. For more information
please contact Coach Baker at 0806499-5445
or email kadenafootball@gmail.com

Seek Okinawa Synergy, S.O.S!
EFMP, Special Needs Parents Group
“Seek Okinawa Synergy”, S.O.S, EFMP,
Special Needs Parents Group will meet the 1st
Wednesday of every month from 5:15 p.m. to
6:15 p.m, at the Amelia Earhart Intermediate
School. Come, connect, network, and share
with parents to grow your support network
here on Okinawa. For more information,
contact Mr. Jeffrey Sweeney at 634-3366.

World Dance Colosseum 2017
Elimination at Chatan
Come and see the “Kids All Style 2-on2
Battle” at American Village Media Center
Studio Room, 1F, (Behind Starbucks), June 4
at noon to 7 p.m.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

AADD
Airmen Against Drunk Driving is looking for
volunteers. If you’re not a drinker, or if you’re
under 20, then it’s definitely perfect for you!
Regardless of rank, the times are 2200-0100 on
weekend nights and there are six volunteers for
every night. Non-alcoholic drinks are provided.
AADD is also looking for squadron POC’s and
schedulers. This will help fill weekend and event
activities and will hopefully affect even more
folks around base. If you have any questions
please contact Airman 1st Class Aaron Wright,
AADD President, at aaron.wright.15@us.af.mil
or Senior Airman Najera, AADD Vice-President,
at lillian.najera@us.af.mil.

Medical Volunteer Symposium
Calling prospective, new, and current
volunteers! Join us at the Medical Clinic
Symposium to learn about volunteer
opportunities that the American Red Cross,
18th Medical Clinic, and Naval Hospital have
to offer. Please bring your resume on Monday
05 June at 0800-1100 to the 18th Med Clinic
Shima-san Conference room.

Rockin’ The Block
We’re needing volunteers for the Rockin’
The Block event on July 1st. Volunteers are

11
needed for set up, tear down, crowd control,
fireworks support, and other positions. For
more information or to volunteer please
sign up at: http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080e4faea92ca4f58-rockin

Home Town Shout outs
Can you imagine how magnificent you would
look on the jumbo Tron during a live event?
The 18th Wing Public Affairs office can help
make this happen. Just give us a call at 6343813 and set up a time to show your support
for various topics. The message you provide
has the potential to air during various events
back in the states. Please see the following
list of venues with dates to complete the
process: Military Appreciation Night for the
Men’s College World Series from Omaha,
NE. Message must be complete by June 9
Stadium on Fire, Utah: Message must be
complete by June 21. Tampa Bay Devil Rays:
Message can be delivered anytime and if
you have family in the Tampa Bay area they
could be invited to the game to see you on the
centerfield jumbo Tron.
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