
5th Reconnaissance 
Squadron aircraft, 
Airmen deploy
to Kadena

A U-2 aircraft prepares to take off 
from an undisclosed location in 
Southwest Asia on Nov. 24, 2010. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Eric Harris)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

By Headquarters
Pacifi c Air Forces
6/1/2017 - JOINT BASE 
PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, 
Hawaii — Aircraft  and person-
nel from the 5th Reconnais-
sance Squadron, Osan Air Base, 
Republic of Korea, deployed to 
Kadena Air Base, May 30.
 Scheduled runway con-
struction at Osan prompted 

the temporary relocation of 
four U-2 Dragonlady Aircraft  
and approximately 180 person-
nel.
 While at Kadena the 5th 
RS will continue to fulfi ll their 
intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance mission and 
provide continued support to 
U.S. allies and partners in the 
Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region. 
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By DOD News
6/6/2017 — Th e Defense De-
partment offi  cially launched 
the Blended Retirement System 
comparison calculator, provid-
ing BRS opt-in eligible service 
members their fi rst opportunity 
for an individualized compari-
son of retirement systems. Th e 
comprehensive tool, in combi-
nation with the mandatory BRS 
Opt-In Course, will assist the 
nearly 1.7 million opt-in eligible 
service members and their fam-
ilies make an informed decision 
on whether or not to elect the 
new retirement system. Th e BRS 
goes into eff ect on Jan. 1, 2018.
 “We have designed an all-in-
one calculator that is intuitive to 
use and takes into account the 
unique fi nancial situations of 
our active duty, National Guard 
and Reserve service members,” 
said Tony Kurta, performing 
the duties of undersecretary of 
defense for personnel and read-
iness. “Th e calculator presents to 
service members the informa-
tion needed to make an eff ective 
comparison. Th e calculator will 
provide service members the 
ability to compare estimated 

benefi ts between their current 
retirement plan and BRS prior to 
making this important decision.”
 Service members can adjust 
12 inputs to refl ect their personal 
situation and planning assump-
tions to see how changes to their 
career and savings will impact 
retirement benefi ts over the 
long-term. With a simple click, 
service members can change 
any of the inputs and re-run 
the calculations as many times 
as needed. Th e comparison 
calculator provides personalized 
estimates based on a service 
member’s individual informa-
tion, career progression, pay and 
bonuses and retirement options. 
Th e all-in-one calculator was 
designed for the total force and 
can be used by active duty, Na-
tional Guard and Reserve service 
members.
 Th e offi  cial DOD comparison 
calculator is the only calculator 
endorsed by the DOD for 
supporting a service member’s 
Blended Retirement System opt-
in decision.
 “Service members may use 
any calculator they feel can aid 
them in the decision making 

process,” said Kurta. “However, 
only the DOD BRS comparison 
calculator has been validated by 
the department as complying 
with all DOD and BRS policy 
and tested for accuracy.” 
 Th e comparison calculator is 
intended to be used in conjunc-
tion with the mandatory BRS 
Opt-In Course, which launched 
Jan. 31. Th e opt-in course is 
focused on comparing the cur-
rent legacy military retirement 
system (oft en referred to as the 
high-3 system) and the new 
Blended Retirement System, 
along with elements on fi nancial 
management and retirement 
planning for service members. 
Service members are encouraged 
to take the Opt-In Course prior 
to utilizing the BRS compar-
ison calculator. Th e decision 
whether to opt into the BRS is a 
completely personal one and the 
DOD takes no position on which 
system a service member should 
elect.
 “While the calculator is a 
valuable resource, “said Kurta,” it 
should not be the only resource 
used in making an opt-in deci-
sion.”

Moody Honor Guard honors 
fallen Kadena Airman

Defense Department launches retirement 
system comparison calculator18th MXG change of 

command ceremony

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th Wing commander, passes the 18th Maintenance Group guidon to 
Col. Tony Lombardo, 18th MXG commander, during the group's change of command ceremony 
June 2, at Kadena Air Base. The change of command is a traditional military ceremony in which 
the departing commander relinquishes command to the incoming commander. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Greg Nash)            

18th MDG change of 
command ceremony

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th Wing commander, passes the 18th Medical Group guidon 
to Col. Theresa Goodman, 18th MDG commander, during the group’s change of command 
ceremony June 1, at Kadena Air Base. 

Lt. Col. José Antonio Lebrón, 
Joint Task Force-Bravo joint 
security forces commander, 
Soto Cano Air Base, Honduras, 
salutes his nephew’s, Senior 
Airman Gabriel Antonio 
Fuentes Lebrón, 18th Security 
Forces Squadron, Kadena Air 
Base, casket during a dignifi ed 
arrival in Jacksonville, Fla., 
May 30. A dignifi ed arrival 
is the process by which, 
upon the return from the 
theater of operations to the 
United States, the remains of 
fallen military members are 
transferred from an aircraft 
to a waiting vehicle and then 
to the port mortuary. Senior 
Airman Lebrón passed away in 
Okinawa, May 19.
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By Kat Bailey
Air Force Personnel Center Public Affairs
6/2/2017 - JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — Th e Air 
Force has added two international aff airs 
specialties to the Voluntary Limited 
Period of Active Duty program, which 
allows Reserve and Air National Guard 
Airmen from select Air Force offi  cer and 
enlisted specialties to serve on active 
duty in vacant active-duty positions for 
three years and one day, if approved for 
release from their Air Force Reserve or 
Air National Guard component.
 Added to the list of available special 
duty opportunities are Regional Aff airs 
Strategist and Political-Military Aff airs 
Strategist. Th ese offi  cers provide the 
Air Force with the required capability 
and depth in foreign-area expertise and 
language skills to successfully sustain 
coalitions, pursue regional stability and 
contribute to multinational operations.
 Th e Military Personnel Exchange 
Program was also added as a special 
duty program. MPEP offi  cers act as 
instruments by which the Air Force 
builds, sustains and expands interna-
tional relationships that are critical 
enablers for the Expeditionary Air and 
Space Force.  
 Th e Air Force expanded VLPAD in 

April, adding 51 additional Air Force 
Specialty Codes for select air reserve 
component offi  cers in rated, non-rated, 
Battlefi eld Airman and special duty 
options.
 Enlisted air reserve component 
Airmen may also submit applications 
for more than 60 career fi elds, which in-
clude maintenance, aircrew operations, 
command control systems operations, 
personnel, aerospace medical services 
and medical lab technicians.
 During their tour, the selected Air-
men will receive active-duty benefi ts but 
remain on the Reserve Active Status List 
and meet Reserve promotion boards 
when eligible.
 VLPAD information is available and 
continuously updated on myPers. Click 
the “Assignment” link on the left  side 
from any Reserve or National Guard 
offi  cer or enlisted page. Th en select 
“Offi  cer/Enlisted Voluntary Limited 
Period of Active Duty Program” to fi nd 
the complete VLPAD AFSC list, detailed 
eligibility criteria and application proce-
dures for each specifi c VLPAD program.
 For more information about Air 
Force personnel programs, go to 
myPers. Individuals who do not have 
a myPers account can request one by 
following these instructions.

AF adds international affairs 
to Voluntary Limited Period 
of Active Duty program



By Stacey Geiger
88th Air Base WIng Public Affairs
5/23/2017 - WRIGHT-PAT-
TERSON AIR FORCE BASE, 
Ohio — When we think of 
cybersecurity, we think of 
applying protection measures 
to our desktop computers 
such as installing antivirus 
programs and using passcodes 
and pin numbers. Just like our 
computers, aircraft  systems are 
vulnerable and are not exempt 
from a cyber-attack.      
 Advancements in technol-
ogies are growing at an un-
precedented speed and the Air 
Force has been able to become 
more innovative and agile using 
those new technologies. Yet at 
the same time the risks of being 
exposed to computer bugs 
or hacking is increasing and 
adversaries are becoming more 
inventive and clever in attacking 
those systems.   
 “Aircraft  are not immune to 
being hacked and if they are, 
it can be detrimental,” said Dr. 
Raju Patel, AFLCMC technical 
advisor for embedded comput-
er and soft ware systems and 
authorizing offi  cial for aircraft  
systems assessing cybersecurity 
risks for Air Force aircraft . 
 Patel said most aircraft  sys-
tems are now controlled by soft -
ware and over the years there 
has been a signifi cant increase 
of how much is controlled by 
that soft ware. In the 1980s, 

approximately 25 percent of the 
aircraft ’s capabilities were oper-
ated by soft ware. Presently, 85 
percent of aircraft  capabilities 
are now being ran by soft ware. 
 If hacked, some examples of 
possible cyber eff ects on aircraft  
systems can be anything from 
breakdowns in communication 
and navigation systems to the 
more critical systems such as 
collision avoidance and life 
support systems.
 When Patel conducts risk 
assessments on aircraft  systems, 
he assesses by judging the 
confi dentiality, integrity and 
availability of the system. Patel 
said that confi dentiality assures 
that the information is not 
being disclosed to unauthorized 
personnel. Th e integrity of the 
system is ensuring that the 
material is what was expected 
and has not been altered, and 
that availability insures the user 
timely and reliable access to 
data and information services.
 Patel said the most important 
action in protecting aircraft  sys-
tems as well as other computer 
systems from a cyber-attack is 
practicing cyber hygiene.
 “Cyber hygiene in avionics 
needs to begin with ensuring 
the appropriate training is being 
provided and the training is tai-
lored to that specifi c job,” Patel 
said. “Operators also need to 
ensure that routine maintenance 
is conducted on the systems by 

running up-to-date antivirus 
soft ware and to run the antivi-
rus on any soft ware before it is 
loaded on the aircraft . It is also 
crucial that operators follow the 
technical order as most errors 
occur when procedures are not 
followed.” 
 Looking ahead, Patel said 
additional steps are being imple-
mented to protect aircraft  avion-
ic systems from cyberattacks.  
 Patel created a cybersecurity 
technical working group collab-
orating with industry to come 

to agreeable requirements for 
the systems. One requirement is 
to ensure that when contractors 
provide soft ware, they are vigi-
lant of supply chain issues for 
any re-used, non-developmental 
or sub-contracted soft ware, that 
is who or where the soft ware is 
coming from. 
 Another action is installing 
cybersecurity on the front end 
of developing weapon systems. 
Th e KC-46 is the fi rst aircraft  to 
address cybersecurity measures 
during initial system design, and 

throughout the system devel-
opment, to protect the aircraft  
from potential cyber-attacks.
 “Adversaries are always 
looking for ways to hack a sys-
tem and even if only one small 
change is made to a system, it 
can aff ect the entire weapon 
system,” Patel said.
 Patel said that a next gen-
eration antivirus program is 
currently being developed and 
will have the capabilities to 
detect and identify malware in 
real time.  

Cybersecurity in Avionics

^Hill Air Force Base F-35A Lightning IIs fl y in formation over the Utah Test and Training Range, March 30. To protect aircraft systems, a next 
generation antivirus program is currently being developed to detect and identify malware in real time.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by R. Nial Bradshaw)
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By Petty Offi cer 2nd Class 
Amber Porter 
Patrol Squadron NINE
5/23/2017 — VP-9 and the JMSDF 
conducted extensive mission plan-
ning and subject matter exchanges 
to increase mission eff ectiveness and 
communication in preparation for a 
cooperative ASW fl ight. Th e fl ight evo-
lution consisted of two JMSDF aircraft , 
the Kawasaki P-1 and P-3C Orion, and 
a U.S. P-3C Orion. Each aircraft  had 
embarked riders from both countries 
and executed coordinated operations 

utilizing Multi-Static Active Coherent 
(MAC) buoys to ensure a thorough un-
derstanding of one another’s improved 
capabilities and ASW fi delity.
 “Working with the Japanese during 
this exercise was immensely satisfying,” 
said LT Eddie Rostetter, the Mission 
Commander of Combat Aircrew 
(CAC) Four. “Th e lessons learned from 
working with each other on station, as 
well as the rider exchange, will prove 
invaluable during future joint opera-
tions.”
 Th e exercise demonstrated the abil-

ity of U.S. and JMSDF assets to incor-
porate updated ASW techniques such 
as MAC into combined operations and 
improve each other’s acumen during 
real world operations.
 “Seeing how the Japanese employ 
their MAC system and use another 
asset to assist in ASW prosecution was 
great to experience. Th is exercise shows 
that we can perform multiple roles on 
station to complete mission objectives.” 
said LTJG Vincent Coltellino, the Tac-
tical Coordinator for CAC Four.
 VP-9 operates the P-3C Orion 

maritime patrol aircraft , capable of 
conducting anti-submarine warfare, 
maritime patrol, reconnaissance, 
anti-surface warfare and search and 
rescue missions. Following their six 
month deployment VP-9 will be sta-
tioned at Whidbey Island, Washington 
where they are slated to transition to 
the P-8A Poseidon.
 VP-9 is currently deployed to the 
U.S. 7th Fleet Area of Responsibility 
(AOR) at Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, 
Japan, and to the U.S. 4th Fleet AOR at 
CSL Comalapa, El Salvador. 

Patrol Squadron NINE and the JMSDF 
strengthen partnership during training exercise

Team 
Kadena 
observes 
Memorial 
Day

Kadena 
Honor Guard 
members 
carry the 
U.S., Japan, 
and United 
Nations fl ags 
during a 
Memorial Day 
Ceremony 
May 26, at 
Kadena 
Air Base. 
Memorial Day 
honors the 
fallen Airmen, 
Soldiers, 
Sailors and 
Marines 
that fought 
and died in 
defense of 
freedom.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)
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VP-26 in Kadena

   Aviation 
Ordnanceman 
3rd Class 
Alfonzo 
Bridgett, 
assigned to 
the "Tridents" 
of Patrol 
Squadron (VP) 
26, places 
a torpedo 
under a P-8A 
Poseidon 
aircraft at 
Kadena Air 
Base, May 20.

^Aviation Ordnanceman Christian Harman, assigned to the “Tridents” of Patrol Squadron 
(VP) 26, drives a MHU 38 loader at Kadena Air Base, May 20. The Tridents are based out 
of Jacksonville, Fla., and are on a six-month deployment in support of the U.S. 7th Fleet. 

 (U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Sean R. Morton) 

By Steven Dinote
U.S. Armed Forces Sports
5/16/2017 — Air Force Capt. 
Danielle Crowder of Little Rock 
AFB, Arkansas and Staff  Sgt. 
James McTaggart of Nellis AFB, 
Nevada captured respective 
individual gold women’s and 
men’s gold in the 2017 Armed 
Forces Bowling Championship at 
Marine Corps Base Camp Pend-
leton, California from 5 to 8 May. 
 Air Force women defended 
their crown with in a close com-
petition with Navy by scoring 
16,803 total pins to Navy’s 16,619 
pins. Army placed third overall 
with 15,825 pins and USMC did 
not have a complete team. 
 Crowder won Armed Forces 
all events gold in the Women’s 
Division over Navy silver med-
alist Petty Offi  cer 1st Class Mel-
anie Griffi  th of the USS Essex by 
37 total pins (3,190 pins to 3,153 
pins). Fellow Air Force Bowler 
Staff  Sgt. Natasha Sanchez of 
Travis AFB, California closely 
trailed Griffi  th, scoring 3,147 
pins to take the bronze. 
 On the Men’s side, Navy re-
turned to the top of the podium 
for the fi rst time since 2008 in 
the men’s team competition 
scoring 18,809 pins. Reigning 

champion Air Force fell to silver 
with 18,654 pins as the Marine 
Corps captured bronze scoring 
18,180 pins. Army placed fourth 
for the fi rst time since 1985 with 
17,825 pins.
 McTaggart and fellow Air 
Force teammate Tech. Sgt. Chuck 
Kropog of Yokota, Air Base, 
Japan took the top podium spots 
scoring 3,529 pins and 3,503 
pins respectively. Army’s Sgt. 
1st Class Damian Codrington 
of Fort Hood, Texas took bronze 
with 3,496 total pins.
 Air Force dominated the 
mixed doubles challenge, 

winning the top three spots. 
Navy took the men and women 
doubles challenge titles. 
 In the King and Queen 
Competition, Crowder squared 
off  against McTaggart in a one-
match winner take all. In the end, 
Queen Crowder was victorious 
scoring 198 to McTaggart’s 181. 
 Th e Armed Forces Bowling 
Championship features the best 
bowlers through the Service 
branches. Each Service con-
ducted a qualifi cation round to 
represent their branch at Camp 
Pendleton prior to the Armed 
Forces Championship. 

AF pair sweep individual gold;
Navy Men, Air Force 
Women take team gold

^Air Force Women win the 2017 Armed Forces Women’s Team Gold at the Armed Forces 
Bowling Championship hosted at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, California from 5-8 May 
at the Leatherneck Lanes. Pictured here is: Capt Danielle Crowder, Little Rock AFB, Ark.; Senior 
Master Sgt. Victoria Bartos, Kadena AB; TSgt Natasha Sanchez, Travis AFB, Calif. Tech. Sgt. 
Lisa Yanez, Nellis AFB, Nevada. 

(Photo by Steven Dinote)

^
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By Destroyer Squadron 7 
Public Affairs
6/6/2017 — Aft er eight days of bilateral 
training events ashore and at sea, the U.S. 
Navy, U.S. Marine Corps and Royal Th ai 
Navy (RTN) concluded the 23rd-annual 
Cooperation Afl oat Readiness and Train-
ing (CARAT) exercise, at Sattahip Naval 
Base in Th ailand, June 6.
 As the premier naval engagement in 
South and Southeast Asia, CARAT pro-
vides a regional venue to address shared 
maritime security priorities, enhance 
interoperability among participating 
forces, and develop sustained naval part-
nerships with nations across South and 
Southeast Asia. Th e Royal Th ai Navy has 
been a participant in the CARAT series 
since the exercises began in 1995.
 “Over the past eight days our Sailors 
and Marines worked side-by-side with 
their Th ai counterparts in conducting a 
variety of training events ashore and op-
erations at sea,” said Capt. Alexis Walker, 
deputy commodore, Destroyer Squadron 
7. “Th rough 23 years of operating togeth-
er, CARAT exercises allow us to incorpo-
rate new training topics and sea-based 
operations each year, furthering our 
interoperability and joint capabilities.”

 At sea, for the fi rst time during a 
CARAT exercise, one of Coronado’s 
embarked MQ-8B Firescout unmanned 
helicopters conducted a shoreline fl ight, 
testing the range and sensitivity of the 
RTN’s coastal defense radar system. 
Additionally, a rigid-hull infl atable boat 
simulated a fast-attack craft , which trig-
gered the RTN ships HTMS Naresuan 
(FFG 421) and HTMS Sukhothai (FFS 
442) to initiate self-defense measures.
 “Coronado Sailors enjoyed a complex 
and rewarding sea phase during CARAT 
Th ailand,” said Cmdr. Doug Meagher, 
commanding offi  cer, USS Coronado. “A 
wide range of maritime events allowed us 
to improve our interoperability with the 
talented professionals of the Royal Th ai 
Navy.”
 Th is year’s sea phase also included 
an air defense exercise, division tactics, 
communications exercises, a gunnery 
exercise, cross-deck fl ight operations, an-
ti-submarine warfare operations, a photo 
exercise, and mine warfare operations.
 Several new training events were 
added to this year’s shore phase, includ-
ing a Basic Maritime Analysis Course. 
Designed to increase analytic skills that 
support and strengthen maritime do-

main awareness, 26 offi  cers representing 
the six agencies within the Royal Th ai 
Maritime Engagements Coordinating 
Center (MECC) attended the fi ve-day 
training, which culminated in a practical 
scenario-based exercise.
 “Th e maritime domain is critical to the 
security, safety, economy, and environ-
ment of a country,” said course instructor 
Lt. David Andre. “Eff ectively managing 
that domain requires the ability to collect, 
process, and analyze information from a 
variety of sources, and the training this 
week emphasized that.”
 Shore phase events in 2017 included 
engineering and damage control training; 
legal symposia; visit, board search and 
seizure training; diving operations and 
salvage training; mine warfare training; 
and anti-submarine warfare training. 
Sailors from Coronado also partnered 
with 7th Fleet’s rock band, “Orient Ex-
press,” for community relations activities 
at four schools and a child development 
center in Sattahip.
 Future CARAT exercises will continue 
to feature complex and relevant naval 
training and security engagements. Its 
continuing relevance for more than two 
decades speaks to the high quality of 

exercise events and the enduring value 
of regional cooperation among allies and 
partners in South and Southeast Asia.
 U.S. assets involved in CARAT 
Th ailand 2017 included staff  from Com-
mander, Task Force 73 and Commander, 
Destroyer Squadron 7, USS Coronado 
(LCS 4), USNS Millinocket (T-EPF-3), 
a P-3C Orion, Marines from 3rd Marine 
Division based in Okinawa, Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit (EOD-
MU) 5, Mobile Dive and Salvage Unit 
(MDSU) 1 detachment 3, Mine Counter-
measures Squadron (MCMRON) 7, and 
the 7th Fleet rock band “Orient Express.”
 As U.S. 7th Fleet’s executive agent for 
theater security cooperation in South and 
Southeast Asia, Commander, Task Force 
73 and Destroyer Squadron 7 conduct 
advanced planning, organize resources, 
and directly support the execution of 
maritime exercises and engagements, 
such as Pacifi c Partnership, the bilateral 
CARAT series, the Naval Engagement 
Activity (NEA) with Vietnam, and the 
multi-lateral Southeast Asia Cooperation 
and Training (SEACAT) with Brunei, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Ban-
gladesh, the Philippines, Singapore and 
Th ailand.

CARAT Thailand concludes following eight 
days of bilateral training, operations at sea

There will be only 2 offi cial games at Okinawa 
Cellular Stadium on June 27 and 28. Games 
will start at 1830. Watch the Saitama Seibu 
Lions vs. The Chiba Lotte Marines!  It’s been 50 
years since the Lions last played in Okinawa. 
So don’t miss out on this rare opportunity!

2017 NPB Offi cial Game

Tickets: Okinawa Nexiss (1F-1-17-16 Chuo, Okinawa City)  
Open: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. (closed on Sat and Sun)
Inquiry e-mail: info@samuraigate.jp

Date: June 27 (Tue), June 28(Wed)
Place: Okinawa Cellular Stadium Naha   
             (42-1 Onoyama, Naha City)

Inner Field Seat: 3,000 yen / Front Seat: 4,000 yen 
Inner Field S Seat: 5,000 yen

*Please be aware there is no stadium parking. Paid parking is  
 available near the stadium.

Nippon Professional Baseball 
offi cial game is coming to Okinawa!

paid advertisement

   The littoral combat ship USS Coronado 
(LCS 4) is underway in formation with ships 
from the Royal Thai Navy as part of a 
division tactics exercise during Cooperation 
Afl oat Readiness and Training (CARAT) 
Thailand. CARAT is a series of Pacifi c 
Command-sponsored, U.S Pacifi c Fleet-led 
bilateral exercises held annually in South and 
Southeast Asia to strengthen relationships 
and enhance force readiness, June 3.

^Sailors assigned to the 
visit, board, search and 
seizure team aboard littoral 
combat ship USS Coronado 
(LCS 4) prepare to board 
a Singaporean ship during 
the multilateral Cooperation 
Afl oat Readiness and Training 
(CARAT) exercise, May 11. 

(U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Deven Leigh Ellis)
^



(U.S. Army courtesy photos)
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Sobe Ward Farmers and leaders gathered May 21 at the Sobe Community Center for a Harvest Celebration 
Ceremony during which Garrison Commander Lance O’Bryan was presented with a letter of appreciation and 
a token of Friendship — a traditional Okinawan Kariyushi shirt. In his letter to the U.S. Army Garrison Okinawa 
Commander, Sobe Ward Chief Norikazu Matsuda said, “We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude for your 
special understanding and support for Sobe community in terms of Kuragaa power supply construction. We deeply 
appreciate your sincere response to our dream for years.” 

U.S. Army Garrison Okinawa Firefi ghters participated in confi ned space training May 20 at Torii Station. Confi ned 
space rescue represents one of the most challenging and dangerous rescue operations undertaken by fi re protection 
agencies today. The award-winning Firefi ghters at Torii Station are committed to keeping Soldiers, families, civilians 
and the community safe.

(U.S. Army courtesy photo)

1-1 ADA 
Change of 
Command

Alpha Battery, 
1st Battalion, 
1st Air Defense 
Artillery, had 
a Change of 
Command 
ceremony on 
Torii Station, 
June 1. Capt. 
Joshua T. 
Mitchell 
relinquished 
command to 
Capt. Frederick 
L. Sherman.

First responders over-
come claustrophobia

Nogyo Yujo 

(U.S. Army courtesy photo)
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Kadena and Camp Foster 
emergency numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-
5911, and from an offi ce phone, dial 911. For 
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 
from an offi ce phone, dial 911.

AADD: Get Home Safe
Did you drink tonight? Made a plan but it’s 
falling through? Can’t catch a cab? If any of 
this applies to you, call AADD. Don’t risk it 
all, when you can get a ride home for free. 
Call AADD at the cell phone number 098-
961-1110 and then ask for the USO or dial 
DSN: 634-3889. We’re open from 9 p.m. to 1 
a.m. and we’re here to help.

How to file a complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be fi led with the IG. 
You can fi le a complaint if you reasonably 
believe inappropriate conduct has occurred 
or a violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation has been committed. Complete the 
personnel data information on an AF Form 
102 and briefl y outline the facts and relevant 
information related to the issue or complaint. 
List the allegations of wrongdoing briefl y, 
in general terms and provide supporting 
narrative detail and documents later, when 
interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should 
answer who committed the violation; what 
violation was committed; what law, regulation, 
procedures, or policy was violated; when did 
the violation occur. Help is available: Call 
your Kadena IG offi ce at 634-7622 for Mr. 
Mays or 634-1109 for Mr. Lovingood, or leave 
a message on the Kadena Fraud Waste & 
Abuse (FWA) Hotline at 634-0404.

18th MDG Clinic Closure
The Kadena Air Base clinic will be closed 
on the following dates this Spring: June 15  
(MDG Training Day) - Closed 1200 - 1630. 
The 18th Medical Group is responsible for 
ensuring the 18th Wing’s medical readiness 
in support of the United States’ and Japan’s 
mutual interests. In keeping with this mission, 
the Kadena Clinic will be participating in 18 
Wing upcoming exercises. During exercises, 
our normal patient care and clinical services 
(pharmacy, lab, immunizations, etc.) will be 
impacted, as the clinic will be closed for 
one day during these exercises (exact dates 
subject to scenario). We ask for your patience 
as our trusted professionals exercise their 
skills and work with the Wing and other 
agencies on island in support of these training 
events. We apologize for any inconvenience 
that this may cause. As always, in the event 
of an emergency, seek emergency services 
at the US Naval Hospital on Camp Foster or 
by dialing ambulance services at 634-1796 
or 098-934-5911 by cell phone. For more 
information, contact Capt. Jennifer Stark at 
630-4504, Capt. Danielle Bradford at 630-
4565, or Ms. Melissa Cook at 630-5050.

USAF Test Pilot School 
(Test Falcon) Application
The next annual United States Air Force Test 
Pilot School “Test Falcon” Selection Board 
will convene 24-26 July, 2017, at the Air Force 
Personnel Center. The USAF Test Pilot School 
is the world's preeminent fi xed-wing test 
pilot school. USAF TPS graduates are future 
senior leaders who will be in high demand in 
an era of increasing combat technological 
advancements. Eligibility for the Test Pilot 
School is open to qualifi ed members of  the AF 
Active/Reserve Components, the Air National 
Guard, and Civilians.”  For more information, 
visit the TPS website https://www.edwards.
af.mil/units/usaftps. Application Suspense 
Date: June 16. 

WIC Overseas Program Enrollment 
and Eligibility
The Women, Infants, and Children Overseas 
is a supplemental nutrition program designed 
for pregnant, postpartum, and breastfeeding 
women, infants and children up to the age 
of 5. As a WIC Overseas participant, you 
can receive nutrition education in the form 
of individual counseling and group classes, 
breastfeeding support, supplemental foods 
such as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, eggs, 
and fresh fruits and vegetables, and referrals 
to other health care agencies. For more 
information, check fi nancial/residential 
eligibility, visit or call WIC Overseas.  All of 
WIC can be reached at 645-WICO (9426) or 
from a cell phone at 098-970-9426 (Options 
1-Camp Foster; 2- Kadena Air Base; 3-Camp 
Kinser; 4- Camp Courtney)
Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428)   
Camp Foster (Bldg. 5674)     
Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408)  
Camp Kinser (Bldg. 107 Rm. 121)  

Kadena Air Base Women’s Softball 
Team
Team Kadena is looking for women softball 
players. Softball runs year-round, there are 
multiple opportunities to play in scrimmages 
and tournaments throughout the year. 
This new team is open to Active Duty and 
Spouses, and Department of Defense 
Civilians and practices will be held twice per 
week. For more information, contact Master 
Sgt. Crystal Benitez at 634-9495 or email 
crystal.benitez@us.af.mil.

Finance Office closure 
The Finance Offi ce will be closed on the 
following dates: 15 June (Training) – Closed 
All Day / 16 June (Offi cial Function) – Closed 
11:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. The Finance Offi ce 
will still close every 3rd Thursday of the 
month for training. For emergencies, please 
call 080-6487-6969.

18th Wing Equal Opportunity
Do you face concerns of unlawful discrimination 
or sexual harassment? If so, Kadena Air Base 
leadership maintains a strict “zero-tolerance” 
policy pertaining to discriminatory behavior. If 
you feel you are being unlawfully discriminated 
against, to include sexual harassment, take 
action. We encourage members to use the 
chain of command fi rst to resolve issues 
at the lowest level. However, you can also 
contact the EO offi ce at 634-2571 to set up 
an appointment; or you may visit our offi ce. 
Please note that the EO offi ce will not accept a 
Formal Complaint more than 60 calendar days 
for military and 45 calendar days for civilian 
complaints after the alleged offense occurred 
without suffi cient justifi cation. 

Minimum Manned Jun 16, 2017
Personal Property and Passenger Travel will 
be minimally manned June 16, expect longer 
than normal waiting times. We will also be 
closing at 2:00 p.m. For more information, 
contact Personal Property at 634-5964 or 
Passenger Travel at 634-5298

Learn Japanese & Chinese
Japanese & Chinese Classes for any level. 
OHJ Skills 090-9788-2615 http://ohjskills.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
Lt. Col. Selection Party
Everyone is invited to come out and join in 
to celebrate our newest Lt. Col. Selects at 
the O’Club bar, Friday, June 9 from 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.

Team Kadena 2nd Quarter NCO 
Induction Ceremony
On Friday, July 21, Team Kadena will 
induct its newest Staff Sergeants into the 
NCO Tier. Please come out and celebrate 
this awesome milestone with our fellow 
teammates! The event will be at 3 p.m. at 
the Key Stone Theater.

To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil    NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.

Colorful tropical fish in reds and 
blues spring to mind when we talk 
of fish in Okinawa, but in reality, 
tuna is the fish most commonly 
harvested here.

Tuna is a fish which rides the 
oceans currents to migrate 
thousands upon thousands of 
kilometres across the wide ocean.

When it is time to lay their eggs, 
tuna prefer a warm ocean and 
seem to gather naturally in the 

oceans nearby Okinawa, from the 
larger varieties such as the Bluefin 
tuna which can weigh up to nearly 
300 kilos, to smaller types such as 
yellowfin and big eye tuna.

We recommend visiting the 
Churaumi Aquarium if you would 
like to see the tuna swimming, or 
head over to Tomari Iyumachi Fish 
Market in Naha to see them being 
sold at auction where professional 
traders as well as the general 
public can buy fish.

If timed right, it is also possible 
to observe the tuna being filleted 
through glass walls.

It is a fantastic sight to see the 
tuna freshly caught that day all 
lined up in rows.

Of course it is also possible to 
enjoy tuna dishes in the market for 
a reasonable price, so please do!

Come Taste Tuna, the King of Fish!
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Kadena Adult Varsity Football
The Kadena Base Varsity Football Team is 
looking for players 18 and older. All services 
and civilians are welcome to join the team. 
Practices are Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
6 p.m. at the Risner Softball Field. Football 
pads are provided. For more information 
please contact Coach Baker at 0806499-
5445 or email kadenafootball@gmail.com

EFMP-Special Needs Group Monthly 
Meeting
“Seeking Okinawa Synergy”, S.O.S, EFMP, 
Special Needs Parents Group welcomes 
families with extraordinary children to come 
and share, network and grow while part of 
the Okinawa community. The group will meet 
the 1st Wednesday of every month from 
5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m, at the Amelia Earhart 
Intermediate School. For more information, 
contact Mr. Jeffrey Sweeney at 634-3366

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
AADD
Airmen Against Drunk Driving is looking 
for volunteers. If you’re not a drinker, or if 
you’re under 20, then it's defi nitely perfect 
for you! Regardless of rank, the times are 
2200-0100 on weekend nights and there are 
six volunteers for every night. Non-alcoholic 
drinks are provided. AADD is also looking for 
squadron POC’s and schedulers. This will 
help fi ll weekend and event activities and 
will hopefully affect even more folks around 
base. If you have any questions please 
contact Airman 1st Class Aaron Wright, 
AADD President, at aaron.wright.15@us.af.
mil or Senior Airman Najera, AADD Vice-
President, at lillian.najera@us.af.mil.

Rockin’ The Block
We’re needing volunteers for the Rockin’ 
The Block event on July 1st. Volunteers are 
needed for set up, tear down, crowd control, 
fi reworks support, and other positions. For 
more information or to volunteer please 
sign up at: http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080e4faea92ca4f58-rockin

Home Town Shout outs
Can you imagine how magnifi cent you would 
look on the jumbo Tron during a live event?  
The 18th Wing Public Affairs offi ce can help 

make this happen.  Just give us a call at 634-
3813 and set up a time to show your support 
for various topics.  The message you provide 
has the potential to air during various events 
back in the states.  Please see the following list 
of venues with dates to complete the process:
Stadium on Fire, Utah: Message must be 
complete by June 21.
Tampa Bay Devil Rays: Message can be 
delivered anytime and if you have family in the 
Tampa Bay area they could be invited to the 
game to see you on the centerfi eld jumbo Tron.  

2017 Kadena Summer Volunteer 
Program for Teens
Looking to earn volunteer hours for High 
School programs or college applications? 
Do you want to learn new skills, discover 
interests, meet new people, gain work 
experience, or support our community? Then 
you can apply! Kadena agencies in need of 
volunteer support are encouraged to contact 
the Airman and Family Readiness Center. For 
more information, call 634-3366 or visit the 
Kadena A&FRC (Bldg. 220).
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