


Brig. Gen. Case Cunningham
18th Wing Commander

Brig. Gen. Case Cunningham wishes Team Kadena happy holidays
D

uring this holiday season, I 
would like to say thank you to 
every member of Team Kadena 

for the sacrifi ces and dedication to the 
mission you show each day for our 
country and our alliance with Japan. 
Your brave actions show our continued 
commitment to peace and stability 
in the Pacifi c.  I want to say a special 
thanks to our spouses and families who 
make every bit of that possible through 
your love and support for those actively 
serving.  We couldn’t do what we do 
without you.
 I am very impressed by the collective 
strength and close-knit nature of our 

Team Kadena community. As we 
celebrate this holiday season, please 
remember to look out for each other.  
Th e holidays can be a time where 
problems seem worse for some and 
many of our service members may be 
spending this season away from their 
families for the fi rst time.  Leaders 
and front-line supervisors can make a 
big diff erence there but we all have a 
responsibility to look out for our fellow 
service members. 
 While the holidays are a time of 
social activities and celebrations with 
family and friends, there is also an 
increased risk of accidents and injuries. 

If you decide to drink alcohol, do so 
responsibly.  Know and abide by the 
current Liberty Restrictions in place. 
Have a plan and the number of a taxi 
on hand.  Do not take the risk of getting 
behind the wheel aft er drinking - Not 
One Drop if you’re Driving!
 It is my sincere hope you make the 
most of this time of the year, and that 
you celebrate the holidays responsibly 
and safely. You can be extremely proud 
of all that you’ve accomplished this year.  
I cannot tell you enough how proud I 
am to serve here on Okinawa with all of 
you.  All the best wishes from my family 
to yours! Happy Holidays!
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By 353rd Special Operations 
Group Public Affairs
12/14/2017 — Th e U.S. Air Force Special 
Operations School (USAFSOS) sent a 
team of faculty to the 353rd Special Op-
erations Group to teach courses spanning 
from introducing Special Operations 
Forces (SOF) at the most basic level to 
preparing future mission commanders 
for success Nov. 27 to Dec. 12, at Kadena 
Air Base.
 “Air Force Special Operations Com-
mand (AFSOC) aims to develop their 
young leaders and produce a better Air 
Commando with the Mission Com-
mander’s Course (MCC),” said Mr. Corby 
Martin, MCC course director. “MCC pre-
pares prospective mission commanders 
and senior enlisted leaders for their duties 
and responsibilities in either a deployed 
or off -station environment. Students are 
briefed on the resources available to them 
by the group’s A-staff  functions.”
 MCC utilizes local experts to provide 
customized briefi ngs and points of 

contact to work with when students are 
tasked with mission command. Students 
receive briefi ngs on the various stages 
of deployment, as well as the off -station 
challenges of standing up an operation 
and integrating into the infrastructure of 
an already established location.
 “Th ere are a ton of capabilities I didn’t 
even know we had in the 353rd SOG,” 
said U.S. Air Force Capt. Brian Collins, 
353rd Special Operations Support 
Squadron Plans Flight Commander. 
“From the services that the Offi  ce of Spe-
cial Investigations (OSI) provides to the 
fi nancial management piece with fund-
ing appropriations, I think it’s important 
to share this knowledge with our future 
mission commanders.”
 In addition to the briefi ngs provided 
by local experts, USAFSOS faculty pro-
vided specialized classes on command 
relationships, anti-terrorism, embassy 
operations and hosted a mentorship 
panel of experienced leaders in mission 
command.

 “Our goal is to get these future mission 
commanders to start thinking on a more 
advanced level and grow as leaders,” said 
Martin. “I believe the best part of this 
course occurs in the discussions between 
the students and mentorship provided by 
senior leaders.”

 USAFSOS’s mobile education team 
goes to Kadena Air Base and Royal Air 
Force Mildenhall once or twice a year 
and travels to Cannon Air Force Base 
four times a year to provide a customized 
curriculum based off  unit requirements 
in Air Commando development.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)

Developing future mission 
commanders in the Pacific
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Fully armed aircraft from the 18th Wing conduct an elephant walk during a no-notice exercise April 12, at Kadena Air Base. The 18th 
Wing operates combat ready fl eets of HH-60 Pave Hawks, F-15 Eagles, E-3 Sentries and KC-135 Stratotankers, making it the largest 
combat-ready wing in the U.S. Air Force. Kadena Air Base provides leading-edge counter air, command and control, air refueling 
and combat search and rescue operations, enabling theater commanders of joint and allied partners to project and enhance lethal, 
persistent and fl exible combat power in response to adversaries.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

C o v e r p h o t o

^Col. Jason Kirby, 353rd Special Operations Group commander brief prospective mission commanders on his 
priorities and expectations Dec. 7, at Kadena Air Base. 
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By Airman 1st Class
Greg Erwin
18th Wing Public Affairs
12/14/2017 — It’s pitch black outside and 
the sun won’t shine for a few more hours. 
Suddenly, a light comes on, illuminating 
the room. Th e dogs are awake and ready 
for attention from their handlers — the 
sound of rattling cages and barking fi lls 
the room. Th ey know what comes next — 
it’s feeding time and the start of their day.
 An overlooked part of the Air Force’s 
enlisted force happens to walk on four 
feet, rather than two. Th ese fearless 
warriors are trained to get into areas the 
human body can’t, to make sure there’s 
no danger present to their counterparts.
 Th e 18th Security Forces Squadron 
military working dog handlers, Staff  
Sgt. David Maestas and Senior Airman 
Jessica Reyes, give a glimpse into the day 
in the life of a military working dog.
 Military working dogs train in a 
variety of skills, including narcotic and 
explosives training, as well as combat 
techniques to bring hostile people to the 
ground.
 “Th e importance of this job cannot 
be understated,” Maestas said. “We lead 
the way and make sure the path is clear. I 
trust my dog to ensure the people behind 
me are safe.”
 Each dog is assigned to the base, 
meaning when handlers get orders for 
a permanent change of station, the dogs 
remain at the base – meaning multiple 
handlers throughout a dog’s tenure. On 
average, the dogs are in service between 
10 and 12 years depending on their 
breed. Ranging from German Shepherds 
to the Belgian Malinois, military working 
dogs come in all shapes and sizes. Each 
dog is assigned a rank that is one higher 

than their handler. As the handler gets 
promoted, so does his or her dog.
 Maestas and his working dog KitKat, 
a German Shepherd, start their day at 
4 a.m. with breakfast. Aft er a half hour, 
they head to the main Security Forces 
building to arm up and attend guard 
mount – a morning meeting to gain 
information on the day’s operations.
 Once guard mount is over, KitKat 
and Maestas return to the kennels to 
do administrative work, and then to the 
obedience yard. In the yard, KitKat is 
tested on his off -leash obedience skills. 

Th is time is a great chance for KitKat to 
just be a dog, loosen up, and show his 
personality. Once the session is over, it’s 
back to the grind.
 Th e duo put on their game faces and 
head back to work.
 KitKat and Maestas spend part of their 
day conducting foot patrols, building 
checks and vehicle searches at the base’s 
gates.
 Once the gate check portion of the day 
is complete, the team visits the post offi  ce 
to check the inbound mail for anything 
suspicious, just as they do on vehicle 

checks. Both measures are ways that they 
keep Team Kadena safe from harm.
 Th e next stop is controlled aggression 
training — where the dogs work on com-
mands for dealing with hostile people 
they may encounter as part of the job. 
Staff  Sgt. Bryan Savella, 18th SFS MWD 
handler, assists with training by acting 
as a hostile threat. On command, Reyes 
sends Aly forward to attack. With one 
solid bite and pull, Aly has done his job, 
and brought the attacker down – and 
maybe more impressively releases on 
command keeping Reyes safe.
 Aft er a few runs of aggression training, 
the fi nal stop for the day leads to a train-
ing exercise. In one scenario, they test a 
roadway trying to fi nd suspicious items 
via scent. Once the course is complete, it 
is time for the end of the duty day.
 Th e dogs returned to the kennel for 
the evening feeding, the handlers fi nish 
up any last-minute items and then return 
to the armory to disarm and check their 
weapons back in.
 Many handlers develop a close rela-
tionship with their dogs due to the num-
ber of hours spent together on and off  
the job. Whether it’s spending time with 
a sick dog in the veterinarian’s offi  ce, to 
deploying with their dog, handlers spend 
more hours than anyone sees with their 
four legged partner.
 “My dog is my best friend,” Maestas 
said. “He will protect me and put his life 
on the line without a second thought and 
all he wants in return is to play tug-of-
war.”
 Th ese trained fur balls, with a fero-
cious bite are a constant reminder and 
deterrent to keep the bad guys out, the 
good guys in, and keep Team Kadena 
safe and secure.

^KitKat, 18th Security Forces Squadron military working dog, does a vehicle search with Staff Sgt. David Maestas, 
18th SFS military working dog handler Dec. 12, at Kadena Air Base. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Greg Erwin)

A day in the life of a military working dog
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U.S. Marine Corps Marines with the 5th Battalion, 11th Marines, 
and Airmen with the 17th Special Operations Squadron, load 
a high mobility artillery rocket system onto a C-130 Hercules 
on the fl ightline at Kadena Air Base, Jan. 23. A HIMAR is a 
self-propelled artillery piece mounted on a 5-ton chassis with a 
rocket pod on the back that shoots rockets and missiles.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Nick Emerick)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis)

^Senior Airman Mollye Voorhees, 18th Munitions Squadron 
conventional maintenance crew member, and Floyd Higa, 
18th MUNS chief master labor contractor, show members 
of the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force different pieces 
of munitions equipment during a tour Jan. 11, at Kadena Air 
Base. These JGSDF members are training to become logistics 
offi cers and are touring U.S. munitions storage units to get an 
understanding of how they operate in an effort to stregthen ties 
between the U.S. and Japan

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

^Staff Sgt. Wade Wamble, 961st Airborne Air Control Squadron communications systems 
operator, teaches Ryukyu Middle School students about his job onboard an E-3 Sentry, Jan. 27, 
at Kadena Air Base. The 961st AACS is a combat-ready E-3 Sentry squadron providing airborne 
command and control, long-range surveillance, detection, and identifi cation information for 
commanders in support of U.S. goals.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis)

^Members of the Kadena Teen Center and Okinawa City junior high 
school use a wooden mallet to pound rice to make mochi Jan. 21, at Koza 
Music Town, Okinawa City. The Let’s Learn English exchange builds 
relationships between Okinawan and American teenagers.

J A N U A R Y
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F E B R U A R Y

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Lynette M. Rolen)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

^An F-22 Raptor from the 90th Fighter Squadron lands at Kadena Air Base, 
while F-15 Eagles from the 67th Fighter Squadron taxi on the fl ightline Feb. 7. 
The F-22 Raptors stopped at Kadena Air Base before traveling on to Royal 
Australian Air Force Base, Tindal.

^American volunteers hand out water and snacks to Okinawa 
Marathon runners as they make their way through the base 
portion of the race Feb. 19, at Kadena Air Base. Approximately 
500 military volunteers from all branches came out to hand out 
water and support the runners.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Corey Pettis)

   Airmen from 
Kadena Air 
Base, examine 
a post-attack 
reconnaissance 
stand during 
Exercise Green 
Dragon Feb. 9. 
Simulated 
conventional 
and chemical 
attack situations 
occurred during 
the exercise, 
testing Kadena’s 
readiness for 
such situations.

(U.S. Air Force Photo by Staff Sgt. Peter Reft)

^Captains Marissa Strauss and Tyler Branyan, 909th Air Refueling Squadron KC-135 
Stratotanker pilots, conduct a prefl ight check prior to a sortie Feb. 27, at Kadena Air Base. 
The 909th ARS supported the U.S. Navy aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson with training and 
refueling operations during the carrier’s regularly scheduled Western Pacifi c deployment with 
the Carl Vinson Carrier Strike Group as part of the U.S. Pacifi c Fleet-led initiative to extend the 
command and control functions of the U.S. 3rd Fleet in the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region.

^

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Peter Reft)

A 44th Fighter Squadron F-15 Eagle and U.S. Navy Strike Fighter 
Squadron 27 and 102 F/A-18 Super Hornets, assigned to Naval Air 
Facility Atsugi, fl y in formation after a training sortie Feb. 16, over 
Okinawa. The air-to-air combat exercise marked the fi rst joint training 
between Navy and Air Force fi ghter squadrons stationed in Japan.
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

   Capt. Matt Davis, 
909th Air Refueling 
Squadron KC-135 
Stratotanker pilot, 
fl ies in formation 
with U.S. Marine 
Corps F-35B 
Lightning IIs from 
Marine Fighter 
Attack Squadron 
121, March 14, over 
the Pacifi c Ocean. 
The training sortie 
marked the fi rst air 
refueling mission 
with F-35s in the 
909th ARS’s area of 
operation.

An F-15 Eagle from the 
67th Fighter Squadron 
receives fuel from a 
KC-135 Stratotanker from 
the 909th Air Refueling 
Squadron March 6, en 
route to Kadena Air Base. 
Both Squadrons returned 
to Kadena after spending 
three weeks training with 
Australian and Japanese 
partners for exercise Cope 
North at Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam. During 
the exercise, the 909th 
ARS fl ew 23 sorties and 
offl oaded more than 1.1 
million pounds of fuel to 
180 receivers.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

^A combat control Airman from the 320th Special Tactics 
Squadron, and U.S. Marine Corps marine joint terminal attack 
controllers from the 5th Air Naval Gunfi re Liaison Company, III 
Marine Expeditionary Force, call in close air support March 10, at 
the Irisuna Jima Training Range, Okinawa. Members of the 320th 
STS and III MEF frequently training together in order to maintain 
an understanding of each other’s practices and capabilities. 
Combat control Airmen and JTAC Marines are experts at calling 
in air support in hostile, complex environments. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Peter Reft)

^Tech. Sgt. Victor Estupinan, motorcycle rider, performs a 
pre-ride inspection checklist on his bike during an 18th Wing 
annual motorcycle safety brief March 9, at Kadena Air Base. 
Wing Safety and the Green Knights chapter 138 hosted 
the event to reinforce safety requirements and to promote 
mentorship opportunities for riders. 

^ Japan Ground Self-Defense Force members observe Soldiers of the 1st Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery 
Regiment load Patriot missile battery equipment onto a C-17 Globe Master III March 14, on Kadena Air Base. 
The Patriot missile system is a long-range air defense asset and can be broken down to be transported via 
plane anywhere in the world in a matter of hours.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

^

M A R C H
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A P R I L

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

^U.S. Air Force retired Master Sgt. David 
Lacar supports an injured dwarf sperm whale 
April 17, at the Kadena Marina. Lacar guided the 
injured whale away from the shallow rocks at the 
marina and into deeper water while protecting 
the whale until help arrived.

   U.S. Army 
Soldiers 
conduct a high 
altitude, low 
opening jump 
off an MC-130J 
Commando II 
April 24, above 
Okinawa. High 
Altitude, low 
opening training 
prepares joint 
forces to rescue 
and recover 
U.S. and allied 
partners in 
times of danger 
or extreme 
duress.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

F-15 Eagles from the 
67th Fighter Squadron 
perform an elephant 
walk during a no-notice 
readiness exercise April 
12, at Kaden Air Base. 

^18th Civil Engineer Squadron Airmen operate heavy 
machinery to perform airfi eld damage repair operations 
during a no-notice training exercise, April 12, at Kadena Air 
Base. The 18th Wing’s aircraft generation and combat mission 
are directly affected by the status of the runway. By quickly 
performing airfi eld damage repair operations, the 18th CES is 
able to ensure the 18th Wing is able to constantly generate 
aircraft despite sustaining damage to airfi elds.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

^
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   The 
Kadena 
Shoguns 
Women’s 
Dragon 
Boat Team 
races to 
victory May 
5, at Naha 
Port. The 
women’s 
team had 
the 14th 
fastest time 
of the day 
out of 51 
competing 
teams. 

^    U.S. Air Force Band of 
the Pacifi c, Pacifi c Trends 
perform a concert at Tedako 
Hall in Urasoe City, Okinawa, 
May 24. The United States 
Air Force Band of the 
Pacifi c-Asia serves Pacifi c 
Air Forces’ ceremonial, 
airmen morale, and 
commanders outreach needs 
and objectives throughout an 
area of responsibility which 
spans the Pacifi c Ocean from 
the Arctic Circle to Australia, 
and from the Polynesian 
Islands to the east coast 
of India, to include all of 
Southeast Asia. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)  (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Corey Pettis)

^A member of U.S. Army 1-1 Air Defense Artillery decontaminates an MIM-104 Patriot 
missile system, during a training exercise, May 18, at Kadena Air Base. Participants of 
this exercise included the 1-1 ADA, Japan Ground Self-Defense Force and members 
of the 18th Wing. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Nick Emerick)

M  A  Y
   Airmen 
from the 18th 
Aerospace 
Evacuation 
Squadron 
work to secure 
medical 
equipment 
in a C-17 
Globemaster 
III May 13, at 
Kadena Air 
Base. Airmen 
from the 18th 
AES worked 
with U.S. Navy 
Sailors to outfi t 
a “Giraffe” 
omnibed 
system 
into a C-17 
Globemaster 
III for the fi rst 
time. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Quay Drawdy)

^

^
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Lynette M. Rolen)

An F-16 Fighting Falcon assigned to the 120th Fighter Squadron, Buckley 
Air Force Base, F-15 Eagle assigned to the 44th FS, and an MC-130H 
Combat Talon II assigned to the 1st Special Operations Squadron 
conduct operations on the fl ightline June 7, at Kadena Air Base. 

^Airmen from 353rd Special Operations Group and 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron 
stand by with Marines from Marine Wing Support Squadron 172 refuel a Marine Fighter 
Attack Squadron 121 F-35B Lightning II during a forward area refueling point joint training 
exercise June 27, at Kadena Air Base.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

^Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish, 18th Wing commander, waves from the 
cockpit of an F-15 Eagle from the 67th Fighter Squadron during his fi nal 
fl ight June 29, at Kadena Air Base. Cornish has been the commander of the 
18th Wing since April 2015.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Greg Erwin)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Quay Drawdy)

   Chief Master Sgt. 
of the Air Force 
Kaleth O. Wright 
shakes hands 
with members of 
the 18th Medical 
Group June 12, 
at Kadena Air 
Base. Airmen had 
the opportunity 
to speak with 
Wright during his 
stay at Kadena. 
Discussions 
included base 
personnel’s work 
performance and 
accomplishments.

^

J U N E
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paid advertisement

Moon Ocean Ginowan
2017-2018 Guide To New Year’s 
Eve and New Year’s Events
NEW YEAR’S DAY 1 Jan. 2018 (Mon)
Tea Refreshments with Live “Koto” 
“Lion Dance” Performance
We invite you to a relaxing moment with fi ne 
powdered green tea and beautiful timbre of 
Japanese traditional 13 strings instrument. 
(Koto) Time: Tea Time / 9:30-11:30 (Tea 
Ceremony in accordance to “Omote-Senke” 
School-Shofu-Kao) Live “Koto” Performance 
/ 9:30-10:00 / 11:00-11:30 (Performed by 
Yoko Onaga Koto School) Venue: Ground 
Floor Lobby / “Lion Dance” Performance / 
9:50-10:00 Venue: Ground Floor
New Year’s Rice-Cake Making 
Performance
NEW YEAR’S EVE / NEW YEAR’S DAY
31 Dec. 2017 (Sun) - 1 Jan. 2018 (Mon)

Welcome Service - Variety of Okinawan 
Confectioneries
We invite you to come and enjoy a 
moment of relaxation tasting variety of 
confectioneries from Okinawa. Time / 
15:00-16:00 Venue: Ground Floor Lobby

You can enjoy all of the above events 
at Moon Ocean Ginowan and Hotel 
Moon Beach free of charge. 
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teak torch

Royal Thai Air Force 
maintenance exchange
Royal Thai Air Force 
maintenance exchange

cobra gold

Foal Eagle

Teak jet

teak torch

teak net

   Master Sgt. Andrew Finesilver, 353rd 
Special Operations Maintenance 
Squadron production superintendent, 
engages with his Royal Thai Air Force 
counterpart from the 601st Squadron 
Maintenance Team, Feb. 8 at Don 
Mueang Air Base, Thailand. Leading 
up to Cobra Gold 2017, members 
of the 353rd SOMXS strengthened 
the long-standing partnership with 
the Royal Thai Air Force through a 
maintenance exchange, Feb. 6-9.

   Combat controllers and 
pararesucement from the Royal 
Thai Air Force Special Operations 
Regiment and 320th Special Tactics 
Squadron jump from an MC-130J 
Commando II assigned to the 17th 
Special Operations Squadron, Feb. 
23 at Thai Air Force Base Wing 2 
in Lopburi, Thailand. Cobra Gold 
2017 provided an opportunity for the 
320th STS and 17th SOS to advance 
interoperability and increase partner 
capacity by planning and executing 
complex training missions with multiple 
RTAF units. Members of the 353rd 
Special Operations Group participated 
in the 36th iteration of the annual 
Theater Security Cooperation event 
Exercise Cobra Gold 2017, which took 
place Feb. 14-24 at various locations 
throughout the Kingdom of Thailand.

   A 1st Special Operations Squadron 
MC-130H Combat Talon II fl ies in 
formation with a Royal New Zealand 
Air Force 40th Squadron C-130, April 
22 at RNZAF Base Woodbourne, New 
Zealand. Executing airborne operations 
throughout Exercise Teak Net, the 
formation fl ight symbolized the strength 
of a partnership that has evolved 
over the years. Members of the 353rd 
Special Operations Group increased 
military cooperation with the Royal New 
Zealand Air Force during the fourth 
iteration of Exercise Teak Net, which 
took place April 15-18 at RNZAF Base 
Auckland and April 18-28 at RNZAF 
Base Woodbourne, New Zealand.

^

^

^

^

cobra gold

teak net

Foal Eagle

Teak jet

^Maj. Matthew Howard, Teak Torch 2017 mission commander, demonstrates an airdrop 
calculation tool to aircrew assigned to the Royal Thai Air Force 601st Squadron, March 3 at 
Don Mueang Air Base, Thailand. The unit-to-unit exchanges conducted during Teak Torch 
2017 support the training and educational requirements of the RTAF units. The 353rd Special 
Operations Group sent a specialized team of subject-matter experts in airborne operations, 
aircraft maintenance and survive, evade, resist and escape (SERE) to engage with counterparts 
from the Royal Thai Air Force 601st Squadron, RTAF 3rd Battalion Special Operations Regiment 
and U.S. Air Force 6th Special Operations Squadron during Teach Torch 2017, March 2-17 at 
various locations in Thailand.

    Aircrew from the U.S. 
Air Force 17th Special 
Operations Squadron 
and Republic of Korea 
255th SOS meet for 
mission planning prior to 
fl ying operations, March 
29 at Daegu Air Base, 
Republic of Korea. Foal 
Eagle 2017 provided an 
opportunity for the 1st 
SOS and 17th SOS and to 
advance interoperability 
and increase partner 
capacity by planning and 
executing complex training 
missions. Members of the 
353rd Special Operations 
Group worked with joint 
and combined partners 
during the large-scale 
Foal Eagle 2017 exercise, 
which took place March 23 
through April 10 at various 
locations throughout the 
Republic of Korea.

^A U.S. Air Force loadmaster from the 353rd Special Operations Group observes a Japan Air Self-Defense Force UH-60J 
Black Hawk helicopter assigned to the Komatsu Air Rescue Squadron above the Sea of Japan, June 19, during Exercise Teak 
Jet. This is the fi rst time that members of the 353rd SOG held HAAR training at night with JASDF members in Honshu Island in 
Japan. Exercise Teak Jet is a joint combined exchange training focused on improving interoperability between U.S. Air Force 
and Japan Air Self-Defense Force. Members of the 353rd Special Operations Group built on relationships with the Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force Hamamatsu Air Rescue Squadron, based at Komaki Air Base and Komatsu Air Rescue Squadron, during 
Exercise Teak Jet, which took place June 9-21 at Yokota Air Base, Japan.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)
 (U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)
(U.S. Air Force courtesy photo by Capt. Kevin Knutson)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Yasuo Osakabe)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)



22nd through the 25th of December
Premium Christmas Dinner Buffet at the Corallo
A clown will give your child a special gift to 
celebrate the holidays 
Adults 4,860 JPY/Child 2,430 JPY (Tax 
Included) Hours: 18:00 – 22:00 (21:30 LO)

Through the 1st until the 25th of 
December
Christmas Special Menus available at the 
Japanese-style Grill Restaurant Yuragi-Zuki 
Savor a true blend of Asian and Western 
cuisine from our limited time menu
One person 5,400 JPY (Tax Included)
Hours: 18:00 – 22:00 (21:30 LO)

22nd through the 25th of December
Lanai Lounge Bar Special Live Entertainment
Enjoy a live music show with your favorite drink 
in hand
1st stage: 18:00-, 2nd stage: 19:40, 3rd stage: 
21:20 (1 act 40 min. Drink charge non-
included) Hours: 10:00-22:00 (LO 21:30)

From 1st December Acropaula 
Christmas Cocktail Fair
Enjoy a special Christmas themed Cocktail 
at a classic style bar
Christmas Cocktails 1,000 JPY/each (tax not 
included) Hours: 21:00 – 24:00 (LO 23:30)

New Years Information
On the 31st of December at 22:00 there will be 
a New Years Count Down Event for all guests!
(Okinawan music, Tahitian dance show, lottery 
tournament, Japanese sake cask openings, 
New Years fi reworks)

1st & 2nd of January there will be 
events planed for guests
1st of January – Mochi-pounding 
tournament, Japanese sake cask 
openings, shishimai dance, traditional 
Okinawan snacks served with tea
2nd of January – Live performance of the koto, 
Japanese style tea celebration, traditional 
Okinawan snacks 

paid advertisement

Moon BeachChristmas 
Seasonal Fair
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HIMARS Rapid Infiltration 
joint exercise

Day of the JAKAL
Talisman Saber

Tropic Ace

Teak Nail

^MC-130J Commando IIs from the 17th 
Special Operations Squadron line up in a 
fi ve-aircraft formation during a mass launch 
training mission June 22, off the coast of 
Okinawa. Routine fl ights and airdrops are 
conducted to maintain profi ciency and training 
certifi cations for prospective missions.

  A U.S. Marine Corps High Mobility Artillery 
Rocket System (HIMARS) assigned to 12th 
Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division loads 
onto a U.S. Air Force Special Operations 
Command MC-130J Commando II assigned to 
the 353rd Special Operations Group following 
a readiness drill, June 1, at Kunsan Air Base, 
Republic of Korea. The tactical level exchanges 
and realistic scenario-based mission executed 
during the joint training exercise increased 
interoperability and partner capacity with 
between the U.S Air Force and Marine Corps.

   353rd Special Operations Maintenance Squadron 
personnel work on a 1st Special Operations Squadron 
MC-130H Combat Talon II in preparation for helicopter air-
to-air refueling with U.S. Army 160th Special Operations 
Aviation Regiment MH-60M Blackhawks Sept. 24, at Clark 
Air Base, Philippines. The 353rd SOMXS works around the 
clock to ensure readiness of the MC-130H aircraft, which 
can sortie at a moment’s notice for support operations 
throughout the Indo-Asia-Pacifi c region. The 353rd 
Special Operations Group demonstrated operational 
readiness during Tempest Wind, a bilateral, interagency 
counterterrorism exercise from Sept. 18-26, in Okinawa 
and various locations throughout the Philippines. 

   353rd Special Operations Support Squadron communications 
technicians assemble portable radio antennas during the 
deployment of the Air Force Special Operations Command 
Air Rapid Response Kit (ARRK) Nov. 1, at Kunsan Air Base, 
Republic of Korea. Throughout the week-long expeditionary 
basing exercise, the 353rd SOG worked with the host nation to 
conduct air operations while testing the ARRK’s ability to support 
command and control for the U.S. Air Force MC-130J Commando 
II and MC-130H Combat Talon II. The 353rd Special Operations 
Group increased their ability to respond to emerging mission 
requirements in the Pacifi c with the recent deployment of the 
Air Force Special Operations Command (AFSOC) Air Rapid 
Response Kit Oct. 23-31 at Kadena Air Base and Nov. 1-5, at 
Kunsan Air Base, ROK.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)

^A 320th Special Tactics Squadron combat controller assists a Nepalese Mahabir Ranger cut 
into a wall during collapsed structure training Oct. 16, in Kathmandu, Nepal. 320th STS operators 
teamed up with Nepalese Mahabir Rangers to enhance search and rescue capabilities and 
improve interoperability during exercise Teak Nail Oct. 15 to Nov. 15, throughout various 
locations in Nepal.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Sandra Welch)

^A 17th Special Operations Squadron loadmaster and 36th Contingency Response 
Group (CRG) Airman conduct forward air refueling point (FARP) operations from an MC-130J 
Commando II Sept. 8, at a forward deployed location in Japan. The 353rd Special Operations 
Group provided airlift support and conducted FARP operations with the 36th CRG in support of 
exercise Tropic Ace.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)

^A U.S. Marine Corps 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion jumpmaster puts on his helmet on in 
preparation for high altitude, high opening (HAHO) jump operations July 11, over Shoalwater 
Bay Training Area in Queensland, Australia during Talisman Saber 2017. The training exercise 
conducted between the U.S. Air Force and Marine Corps strengthens joint interoperability and 
working relationship between the armed services. Talisman Saber 2017 is a biennial military 
training exercise from June 23 to July 25 throughout various locations in Australia.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)
 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)
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J U L Y

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

^Lt. Gen. Jerry P. Martinez, U.S. Forces Japan and 5th Air Force commander, presides over the 18th Wing change of command from 
Brig. Gen. Barry Cornish to Brig. Gen. Case Cunningham July 10, at Kadena Air Base. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

^Airmen from the 18th Medical Support Squadron assemble a pallet of supplies during a medical 
material distribution exercise July 13, at Kadena Air Base. To ensure all U.S. forces on Okinawa are ready 
to fi ght at a moment’s notice, the 18th MDSS provides medical supplies to all DoD service members, 
dependents and civilians.

^Staff Sgt. Ryan Anderson and Tech. Sgt. Josean 
Arce, 33rd Helicopter Maintenance Unit weapons section 
weapons technicians, ready a GAU-18 50-caliber machine 
gun to be loaded onto an HH-60 Pave Hawk from the 33rd 
Rescue Squadron July 26, at Kadena Air Base.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Peter Reft)

^Peach Aviation Limited offi cials and 18th Operations Support 
Squadron airfi eld personnel stand for a group photo July 27, at Kadena 
Air Base. Peach Aviation executive vice president, José Oller, visited 
Kadena to personally thank fl ightline Airmen and contractors for their 
performance in handling a 12-aircraft diversion from Naha Airport. Mr. 
Oller was a passenger aboard one of the fl ights that landed at Kadena. 

(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Tech. Sgt. Nicole Manzanares) 

Staff Sgt. Sean Brauer assigned to the 140th 
Wing, Colorado Air National Guard, guides 
an F-16 Falcon to a halt in preparation for a 
pre-fl ight inspection at Kadena Air Base, July 12. 
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A U G U S T

 (U.S. Air Force photo by  Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

^Airman 1st Class Jacob Gillis, 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron fuels 
distribution operator, returns a signal for refueling operations during a U.S. Army 
Aviation Battalion Japan collective training exercise Aug. 1, at Kadena Air Base.

^Senior Airman Keith Brown, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron 
fi refi ghter, makes fi nal checks to his partner’s equipment during 
annual hands-on fi re training Aug. 14, at Kadena Air Base. Okinawan 
fi refi ghters and members of the 18th CES keep Team Kadena and 
Okinawa safe by learning to work together.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Greg Erwin)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Benjamin Sutton)

   Students play 
a teamwork 
game as part 
of a Junior 
High School 
exchange 
event Aug. 7, 
at Kadena 
Air Base. The 
exchange 
event brought 
American and 
Japanese 
teens together 
to promote 
communication 
and friendship.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman John Linzmeier)

   Airman 1st Class Markia 
Daniels, 18th Aerospace 
Medicine Squadron 
bioenvironmental engineering 
technician, Airman 1st 
Class Justyn Colon, 18th 
Civil Engineer Squadron 
Emergency Management 
Flight EM logistics apprentice, 
Staff Sgt. James Baker, 18th 
CES EMF logistics NCO 
in charge, and Staff Sgt. 
Derek Johnson, 18th AMDS 
bioenvironmental engineering 
craftsman, coordinate an 
entry plan in response to a 
staged hazardous materials 
incident scenario during a 
training exercise Aug. 3, at 
Kadena Air Base.

^

Forward area 
refueling point 
team members 
from the 18th 
Logistics Readiness 
Squadron refuel 
a Navy HH-60 
Sea Hawk during 
nighttime training 
operations Aug. 17, 
at Kadena Air Base.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

^
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SEPTEMBER

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Jessica Tait)

320th Special Tactics 
Squadron and 31st 
Rescue Squadron 
operators conduct military 
free fall operations from a 
17th Special Operations 
Squadron MC-130J 
Commando II Sept. 21, 
at Kadena Air Base. 
The training provided an 
opportunity for the 320th 
STS and 31st RQS to stay 
profi cient in their combat 
and life-saving skillsets.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Peter Reft)

   37th 
Expeditionary 
Bomber 
Squadron 
B-1B Lancers, 
assigned to 
Ellsworth Air 
Force Base, 
S.D., receive 
fuel from a 909th 
Air Refueling 
Squadron KC-
135 Stratotanker, 
assigned to 
Kadena Air 
Base, over the 
vicinity of the 
East China Sea, 
Sept. 18. 

   U.S. service members of the 36th 
Contingency Response Group, 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam, 
and Marine Wing Support Squadron 
172, Camp Foster, fuel a 67th Fighter 
Squadron F-15 Eagle during exercise 
Tropic ACE Sept. 1, at Kadena Air Base. 
Tropic ACE was designed to exercise 
components of Pacifi c Air Forces’ Agile 
Combat Employment (ACE) concept of 
operations (CONOPS), a warfi ghting 
concept the command is operationalizing 
to ensure airpower resiliency. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Quay Drawdy)

   Tech. Sgt. Zed Harbort, 
44th Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit cell boss, inspects 
work done during a 
readiness exercise Sept.6, 
at Kadena Air Base. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Greg Erwin)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Greg Erwin)

   Col. Richard Tanner, 
18th Wing vice 
commander, laughs with 
Okinawan elders during 
a Keiro No Hi luncheon 
Sept. 13, at Kadena Air 
Base. Keiro No Hi is 
“Respect for the Aged 
Day” a Japanese national 
holiday designated to 
honor the elderly, during 
which Team Kadena 
celebrates to enhance 
cultural awareness 
between Americans and 
the host Okinawan people.

^
^

^

^



^Local children wear costumes while trick-or-treating Oct. 31, at 
Kadena Air Base. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Quay Drawdy)  (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Quay Drawdy)

Airmen from the 31st Rescue Squadron and 
U.S. Army Soldiers walk down a runway 
toward an MC-130J Commando II after 
parachute training Oct. 3, at Ie Shima. 
Service members must retain their 
profi ciency in jump operations to ensure 
they are ready to conduct operational and 
humanitarian missions at a moment’s notice.

   Capt. Chris Popham, 
18th Medical Group 
medical control 
center team chief 
(left), assists  Senior 
Airman Adam Henry, 
18th MDG MCC 
member, adjust the 
hood of his Mission 
Oriented Protective 
Posture gear Oct. 12, 
at Kadena Air Base. 
Ensuring all personnel 
can safely wear all 
of their MOPP gear 
prepares Airmen to 
use it in the event their 
environment becomes 
hazardous. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Greg Erwin)

^Maj. Geoffrey Garst, 31st Rescue Squadron fl ight medic, applies makeup to a 
353rd Special Operations Support Squadron Deployed Aircraft Ground Response 
Element Airman, during a mass casualty exercise Oct. 3, at Camp Hansen. 

   Airman 1st Class 
Ulises Mejia, 18th Civil 
Engineer Squadron 
fi refi ghter, shoulder 
carries a fi rehose 
fi lled with water at the 
Kadena Fire Muster 
during National Fire 
Prevention Week 
Oct. 20, at Kadena Air 
Base. During National 
Fire Prevention Week, 
the 18th CES promote 
fi re safety for Team 
Kadena with multiple 
events to include a 
signing of fi re safety 
proclamation and a 
parade through the 
base.

^

O C T O B E R

^
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Quay Drawdy)



2 017　 A N N U A L S A M U R A I  G A T E 19



2 017　 A N N U A L2 0 S A M U R A I  G A T E

   A pilot goes 
through pre-fl ight 
inspections on 
an F-15C Eagle 
Nov.16, at Kadena 
Air Base. The 
fi ghters integrated 
with B-1B Lancers 
assigned to the 37th 
Expeditionary Bomb 
Squadron, deployed 
from Ellsworth Air 
Force Base, South 
Dakota, to perform 
joint training with the 
USS Ronald Reagan 
(CYN 76) Carrier 
Strike Group.

^

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Quay Drawdy)

   Senior Master 
Sgt. Kristi Steck, 
18th Wing command 
post superintendent 
(center), has 
the rank of chief 
master sergeant 
ceremoniously 
“tacked on” Dec. 6, 
at Kadena Air Base. 
Tacking on rank 
is a U.S. Air Force 
tradition meant to 
ensure the rank 
stays in place.

N O V E M B E R

D E C E M B E R

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Quay Drawdy) 

^Airman 1st Class Corey Wilcox, 18th Security Forces 
Squadron response force member, is sprayed with pepper 
spray Nov. 9, at Kadena Air Base. Military combative 
techniques are used as the safest, most effective way 
members of Security Forces subdue aggressive or resistant 
suspects. 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Quay Drawdy)

^Members of the 31st Rescue Squadron perform a demonstration of life-
saving techniques during Rescue Fest, Nov. 18, at Kadena Air Base. Rescue 
Fest gave the public a look at the training and possible scenarios the 31st 
RQS members may respond to.  (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Omari Bernard) 

An F-35A Lightning II pilot from Hill Air Force 
Base, Utah, taxis for take-off at Kadena Air Base, 
Nov. 7. The theater security package program 
is designed to demonstrate the continuing U.S. 
commitment to stability and security in the region. 

Kenji Kina, a KSO athlete, runs 
with his volunteer towards 
the fi nish in a 200-meter dash 
during the event. The KSO is 
a one-day sporting, art and 
entertainment event with 
more than 880 athletes and 
artists participating in a day of 
competition, music and special 
recognition.  

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Quay Drawdy)(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Greg Erwin) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Greg Erwin) 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Franklin R. Ramos)             

^Marie Gibbs, American Red Cross disaster action team volunteer, 
assists simulated non-combatants in inputting vital information as part 
of a deployment and evacuation exercise Dec. 4, at Kadena Air Base. 
The American Red Cross is also instrumental in assisting families and 
children in getting medical care and other necessities during a crisis.

   Staff Sgt. Andrea Miles, 
18th Aerospace Medicine 
Squadron technician, 
Kadena Air Base, assists a 
patient with fastening a seat 
belt on a C-130 Hercules 
cargo aircraft member, 
assigned to Yokota Air 
Base, Japan during exercise 
Vigilant Ace-18 at Osan Air 
Base, Republic of Korea, 
Dec. 6. U.S. and ROK forces 
are committed to being ready 
to fi ght at a moment’s notice. 
Exercising rapid response 
scenarios keeps their focus 
sharp and ready to respond. 

^

^
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“Michi-No-Eki” isn’t just a drive-in spot. It 
is a complex facility with resting place and 
multiple shops where they sell local specialty.

There’s 8 of these “Michi-No-Eki” in Okinawa, 
and each station not only has fresh fruits 
and vegetables, but they also have Okinawan 
processed food such as the Jimami-doufu 
(soybean curd) and the Sata Andagi (deep 
fried doughnut).

Each station is different, and has its original 
snacks and desserts. The station also has 
Okinawa-made craft products, so it is a very 
good spot to look for souvenirs.

The first station ever made in Okinawa was 
the “Kyoda Michi-No-Eki”, located along 
Route 58 at the entrance of Okinawa’s north-
ern area.

The Kyoda Michi-No-Eki placed 1st out of all 
stations in Japan, and over 1.5 million people 
visits the place every year. Gourmet, shop-
ping, travel information…the station has it 
all.

There are many ways to utilize the “Michi-No-
Eki”, but the best part for tourists is that 
they can interact with local Okinawan people.

Okinawa’s “Michi-No-Eki” (Roadside Station),
a Place Worth Stopping by During Your Visit!

Trash & Recycling Important 
Information
18th CONS and 18 CEG continue to work diligently 
to ensure our communities receive reliable trash 
collection services. Even though we’ve been able 
to resume limited waste collection service, our 
waste collection emergency is not over. We need 
your help to maximize recycling to reduce our 
garbage. Up to 50% of our trash is recyclable. 
A helpful list of recyclable items can be found 
at KAB Facebook. Bulk trash services have 
been temporarily interrupted, so DO NOT leave 
large items on the side of the road. Large refuse 
can be brought to several locations off base for 
disposal. For questions or concerns, please call 
CE Customer Service at 634-2424.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, you may 
seek IG assistance to determine if the complaint 
should be fi led with the IG. You can fi le a complaint 
if you reasonably believe inappropriate conduct has 
occurred or a violation of law, policy, procedures, 
or regulation has been committed. Complete 
the personnel data information on an AF Form 
102 and briefl y outline the facts and relevant 
information related to the issue or complaint. List 
the allegations of wrongdoing briefl y, in general 
terms and provide supporting narrative detail and 
documents later, when interviewed by an IG person. 
Allegations should be written as bullets and should 
answer who committed the violation; what violation 
was committed; what law, regulation, procedures, 
or policy was violated; when did the violation 
occur. Help is available: Call your Kadena IG offi ce 
at 634-7622 for Maj. Sarabia or 634-1109 for Mr. 
Lovingood, or leave a message on the Kadena 
Fraud Waste & Abuse (FWA) Hotline at 634-0404.

Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency on 

Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an 
offi ce phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, 
dial 098-911-1911, or from an offi ce phone, dial 
911.

DoD Offers BeThere Peer Support 
Call and Outreach Center
Reaching out for support when you need it is a sign 
of strength. The DoD BeThere Peer Support Call 
and Outreach Center represents the longstanding 
commitment of the military community to take care 
of each other. Peer specialists know what military 
life is like because they’ve been there. Here are 
the details of your BeThere Peer Support Call and 
Outreach Center:
• Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve 

members, and their families are eligible to use 
the center’s services.

• Calls, texts and live chats are unlimited and 
available 24/7/365 from anywhere in the world.

• You can choose the peer specialist you speak 
with based on a number of qualities, including 
Service experience, Veteran or spouse, and 
male or female.

• Support is available for any area of life — no 
problem is too small.

• Communication with BeThere peer specialists is 
kept confi dential.

Staffed by Veterans and military spouses, the 
center encourages Service members and their 
families to seek support for everyday problems 
from peers who understand military life. For 
more information or to contact a BeThere Peer 
Specialist. Call: 844-357-PEER (7337) / Text: 
480-360-6188 / Chat and visit: https://www.
BeTherePeerSupport.org

How to Receive Emergency 
Notifications in English on Cell Phone
Cell phones across Okinawa currently receive 
emergency text notifi cations in Japanese from 
mobile phone service providers. To receive 
emergency notifi cations by e-mail in English, 
contact the Readiness & Emergency Management 
Flight at 634-4404.

AADD: Get Home Safe
Did you drink tonight? Made a plan but it’s falling 
through? Can’t catch a cab? If any of this applies 
to you, call AADD. Don’t risk it all, when you can 
get a ride home for free. Call AADD at the cell 
phone number 098-961-1110 and then ask for the 
USO or dial DSN: 634-3889. We’re open from 9 
p.m. to 1 a.m. and we’re here to help.

18th MDG Clinic Closures
The Kadena Air Base clinic will be closed on the 
following dates: Dec. 25, Dec. 26, Jan. 1, Jan. 2, 
Jan. 15, Jan. 16, Jan. 25. The 18th Medical Group 
is responsible for ensuring the 18th Wing’s medical 
readiness in support of the United States’ and 
Japan’s mutual interests. In keeping with this mission, 
the Kadena Clinic will be participating in 18th Wing 
upcoming exercises. During exercises, our normal 
patient care and clinical services (pharmacy, lab, 
immunizations, etc.) will be impacted, as the clinic 
will be closed for one day during these exercises 
(exact dates subject to scenario). We ask for your 
patience as our trusted professionals exercise their 
skills and work with the Wing and other agencies 
on island in support of these training events. We 
apologize for any inconvenience that this may 
cause. As always, in the event of an emergency, 
seek emergency services at the U.S. Naval Hospital 
on Camp Foster, or by dialing ambulance services 
at 634-1796 or by cell phone 098-934-5911. For 
more information, contact Capt. Jennifer Stark at 
630-4565, Staff Sgt. Larissa Palmer at 630-4504, or 
Ms. Melissa Cook at 630-5050.

WIC Overseas Program Enrollment 
and Eligibility
The Women, Infants, and Children Overseas is 
a supplemental nutrition program designed for 
pregnant, postpartum, and breastfeeding women, 
infants and children up to the age of 5. As a WIC 
Overseas participant, you can receive nutrition 
education in the form of individual counseling 
and group classes, breastfeeding support, 
supplemental foods such as milk, juice, cheese, 
cereal, eggs, and fresh fruits and vegetables, and 

referrals to other health care agencies. For more 
information, check fi nancial/residential eligibility, 
visit or call WIC Overseas. All of WIC can be 
reached at 645-WICO (9426) or from a cell phone at 
098-970-9426 (Options 1- Camp Foster; 2- Kadena 
Air Base; 3-Camp Kinser; 4- Camp Courtney)
Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428)   
Camp Foster (Bldg. 5674)     
Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408)
Camp Kinser (Bldg. 107 Rm. 121)  

Blended Retirement System Opt-In 
Eligibility Notifications
On Feb. 10, 2017, the Air Force Personnel Center 
began notifying Regular Air Force (RegAF) offi cer 
and enlisted Airmen of their eligibility to opt in to 
the new retirement plan known as the Blended 
Retirement System (BRS) starting Jan. 1, 2018. 
Airmen with less than 12 years of service as of Dec. 
31, 2017 based on their pay date will be eligible 
to switch to the BRS upon implementation Jan. 1, 
2018. All Airmen (offi cer and enlisted) receiving this 
notifi cation must click on the Blended Retirement 
System link to review the BRS notifi cation 
data and complete the acknowledgement. 
Acknowledgement is mandatory. For more 
information, please contact Tech. Sgt. Agnes Pena, 
Military Personnel Section, 632-4967.

18th Wing Equal Opportunity
Do you face concerns of unlawful discrimination 
or sexual harassment? If so, Kadena Air Base 
leadership maintains a strict “zero-tolerance” 
policy pertaining to discriminatory behavior. If you 
feel you are being unlawfully discriminated against, 
to include sexual harassment, take action. We 
encourage members to use the chain of command 
fi rst to resolve issues at the lowest level. However, 
you can also contact the EO offi ce at 634-2571 
to set up an appointment; or you may visit our 
offi ce. Please note that the EO offi ce will not 
accept a Formal Complaint more than 60 calendar 
days for military and 45 calendar days for civilian 
complaints after the alleged offense occurred 
without suffi cient justifi cation. 

To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil    NO FEDERAL ENDORSEMENT OF PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS OR ACTIVITIES IS INTENDED.
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Post Office Closures and News
Holiday Hours:
Finance: Dec 25 - 26 - Closed / Jan 1 - 2  - Closed
Parcel Pick-up: Nov 27 - Dec 29 / Mon - Sat: 9:00 
a.m. – 6:00 p.m. / Dec 25 - Closed / Jan 1  - Closed
Family Day Parcel Pick-up Hours: Dec 26, Jan 2: 
9:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Mail Address Format
The mail addressees should inform their mailers 
to not include “Japan” or “Okinawa” in the APO or 
FPO mail address format. If included, the mail may 
be routed through the international postal system 
instead of the military postal system, which may 
result in a higher postage rate and longer transit 
time to the addressee. 
Mailing of Alcoholic Beverages
Due to transportation safety concerns, please 
avoid mailing alcoholic beverages such as beer, 
wine, and liquor through the US military APO/FPO 
mail system. 
Mailing Lithium-ion Battery in the APO/FPO 
System
The mailing of lithium-ion batteries to and from a 
US military APO/FPO address is permitted when 
the batteries are properly installed in an electronic 
device. Because of safety concerns, defective 
lithium-ion batteries or lithium-ion batteries that 
are not installed in a device and instead packed 
alone or separate from the electronic device cannot 
be mailed. Lithium-ion batteries are typically used 
in devices such as mobile telephones, portable 
electronics, and laptops. 
Mailing Addresses
To help prevent non-delivery of mail, please 
enclose inside the mail piece the sender’s address 
and the intended addressee. Enclosing the 
addresses inside the package can help the Postal 
Service route the mail to the addressee or returned 
to sender should the exterior addresses become 
unreadable or is separated from the mail piece.  
Call Master Sgt. Richard Balanon at 634-3244 or 
634-3266 for more information. 

Public Affairs Photo Studio
The Public Affairs photo studio is open Mon.-
Thurs. from 9-11 a.m. and 1-4 p.m. Appointments 
are available in half-hour increments. Award, bio, 
or package submission photos are scheduled 
Mon-Wed. Full length photos are only available on 
Thurs.  Offi cial Passport photos are by appointment 
only until further notice, Mon-Fri, and require a 
letter from your UDM or the passport offi ce. For 
questions or to schedule, please call 634-3813.

Preparation for Promotion Testing
As the promotion cycle nears, your Test Control 
Offi cer would like to ensure all examinees receive 
the best opportunity going forward. All examinees 
should be prepared on their scheduled day by 
ensuring they:
• Are on time (late arrival will generate a no-show)
• Have CAC at all time during both tests
• Be in appropriate military uniform

Okinawa WIC Position Open
Choctaw Staffi ng Solutions (CSS) has a position 
available at Okinawa Women, Infants & Children 
(WIC) Overseas: The position requires the 
applicant to be a Registered Dietitian/Registered 
Nurse/Home Economist/Physician Assistant.  
Requires a Bachelor of Science degree in Nutrition, 
Dietetics, Nursing (RN/BSN or RN with AA 
degree) or a degree in Home Economics with an 
emphasis in nutrition.  Experience with WIC and/
or experience with the Maternal/Child population 
is desirable. Good computer skills required. Must 
be U.S citizen and have a current driver’s license. 
For consideration, please e-mail your resume 
and cover letter to: jobs@wicoverseas.net or fax 
to Margaret Applewhite @ (210) 525-1398 or you 
may mail your information to the address below. 
Choctaw Staffi ng Solutions / Attn: WIC Overseas 
70 NE Loop 410, Suite 400 San Antonio, TX 78216 
/ Ph: (210) 341 – 3336. Choctaw Contracting 
Services is wholly owned by the Choctaw Nation 
of Oklahoma.

Kadena Housing Office Closure
The Kadena DoD Family Housing Offi ce, Camp 
Kinser Offi ce, Camp Courtney Offi ce, Camp 
Foster, Furnishing Management Section and 
Furnishing Management Section Self-Help and 
Appliance Repair will be closing in observance 
of The Christmas Holiday, New Year’s and in 
observance of Martin Luther King Day: Dec. 25, 
Dec. 26, Jan. 1, Jan. 2, Jan. 15, Jan. 16. There will 
be NO FMO pickup/deliveries from Dec. 29 – Jan. 
3. For emergency assistance, please contact 634-
HOME (4663).

Early Childhood Ministers Needed
Basic Specifi cations and/or qualifi cations include: 
contractor must be an adherent to the Protestant 
Christian faith and be living a life consistent with 
the morals and ethics of the Protestant Christian 
faith; contractor must be skilled at directing, 
training and employing volunteers in order to 

provide teachers for all necessary children’s 
classes during assigned events; 2 years of 
experience in children’s education in a school, 
daycare or church environment is preferred. A 
demonstration of skills is not required. Obtain a 
copy of bid documents at Chapel Two, Bldg. 425 
from Dec. 11 to Jan. 3, 2018, between the hours 
of 0730-1630, Monday through Friday (excluding 
holidays and down days). The Contract Offi cer’s 
contact information for submitting bids are Tech. 
Sgt. Jennifer L. DePrinzio who can be reached 
at Bldg. 425, jennifer.deprinzio@us.af.mil or 
634-2219 and Master Sgt. Kevin T. Chellis who 
can be reached at Bldg. 425, kevin.chellis@us.af.
mil or 634-1288 for questions. Submission and 
demonstration due date is Jan. 3, 2018 NLT (1300) 
hours. Basis of Award by which the individual 
is elected will be Best Value. Requirement for 
contractor background check(s) for position(s) 
involving contact with children below 18 years 
age, as directed by DoDI 1402.5. Any other 
relevant information includes, please go to Chapel 
Two, Bldg. 425 to pick up a full statement of work 
description and requirements.

Kadena Air Base Women's Softball
Are you looking to play slow pitch softball? Our 
women’s team competes all-year round on 
Kadena with other local bases and there is even 
opportunities to play in tournaments throughout 
the Pacifi c Theater! Practices are held twice per 
week and this is open to all active duty personnel, 
spouses and DOD civilians. For more information, 
please contact Master Sgt. Crystal Benitez at 
crystal.benitez@us.af.mil 

UPCOMING EVENTS
ACE Santa 5K Run Fundraiser
Airmen Committed to Excellence is holding a 
Santa 5k Run on Saturday Dec. 30. Day of run 
registration starts at 7:00 a.m and race starts at 
8:00 a.m.; both start in the parking lot next to 
Outdoor Recreation. For more information and 
to register, please contact Aurora Salazar at 
acesantarun@gmail.com.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteers Needed At Amelia 
Earhart Intermediate School
Guest classroom readers requested for Black  
History Month from Jan 15 - Feb 15. School 
volunteers requested to read to students at Amelia 
Earhart Intermediate School (grades 3-5) Jan 

17 & Feb 6, 9:10-10:00 a.m. Selection of books 
provided, contact POC, Ms. Gatus, sarah.gatus@
pac.dodea.edu to sign up, LOA provided.

Come Volunteer At The Wired Bean
The Wired Bean is a home away from home for 
our junior enlisted and we need E-4s and above 
to volunteer to monitor the facility and check out 
equipment. Please sign up using the link below 
or email Melissa Rafferty for more information at 
rafferty515@yahoo.com.

AADD
Airmen Against Drunk Driving is looking for 
volunteers. If you’re not a drinker, or if you’re under 
20, then it’s defi nitely perfect for you! Regardless 
of rank, the times are 10 p.m.-1 a.m. on weekend 
nights and there are six volunteers for every night. 
Non-alcoholic drinks are provided. AADD is also 
looking for squadron POC’s and schedulers. This 
will help fi ll weekend and event activities and will 
hopefully affect even more folks around base. If 
you have any questions please contact Airman 
1st Class Aaron Wright, AADD President, at aaron.
wright.15@us.af.mil or Senior Airman Najera, 
AADD Vice-President, at lillian.najera@us.af.mil.
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