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By U.S. Forces Japan Public Affairs

10/23/2018 - YOKOTA AIR BASE,
Japan — The Military Advisory Panel
has approved the latest Cost of Living
Allowance (COLA) rates for U.S. Service
members based in Japan.
Four locations in Japan will see an
increase in COLA rates, four will see
a decrease and two will see no change
from current rates.
Bases seeing an increase in COLA
are Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni,
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Misawa Air Base, Commander Fleet
Activities Sasebo, and Yokota Air Base.
Installations that will see a decrease are
Naval Air Facility Atsugi, Combined
Arms Training Center Mt. Fuji, Camp
Zama, and all installations in Okinawa.
Yokohama North Dock and Commander
Fleet Activities Yokosuka will see no
change in COLA rates.
The updates to COLA rates were
approved as a result of data was collected
from the Living Pattern Survey that
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was conducted in April and May for
uniformed members.
Service members projected to
receive an increase in their COLA will
see it on their Nov. 15 paychecks while
those service members whose COLA is
decreasing will see the change reflected
in their Dec. 15 paychecks.
“I encourage all of our service
members to check the defense travel
website to get a better understanding
of their pay,” said Chief Master Sgt.
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Terrence A. Greene, United States Forces,
Japan command chief. “If our folks are
concerned about the financial impacts
of these changes, I encourage them to
talk with their chain of command and
take advantage of the financial planning
resources the military makes available.”
For additional information on COLA
and the updated allowance rates, visit the
Defense Travel Management Website,
https://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/
colaCalc.cfm
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By Staff Sgt. Omari Bernard
18th Wing Public Affairs

10/30/2018 — Gen. CQ Brown,
Jr., Pacific Air Forces commander, visited Kadena Air Base, Oct.
22, to familiarize himself with
the 18th Wing’s mission, present
his expectations for the Pacific
Air Forces and emphasize the
importance of Team Kadena’s
role in ensuring regional security and stability.
During the visit, Brown and
Chief Master Sgt. Anthony
Johnson, PACAF command
chief, assessed the operational
readiness of Team Kadena’s
processes such as Rapid Airfield
Damage Repair, Agile Combat
Employment warfighting concept improvements and theater
air refueling challenges.
As Brown and Johnson
toured the operational side of
Kadena, their wives, Sharene
Brown and Stephanie Johnson,
visited spouses and schools on
base to determine areas they
can help raise awareness for and
enhance support at Kadena.
The Browns and the Johnsons
also had an opportunity to share
a traditional Japanese meal with
Japan Air Self-Defense Force
Lt. Gen. Hiroshi Kaminotani,
Southwestern Air Defense
Force commander, and his wife,
Mieko Kaminotani, as well
as other leaders from Japan’s
Southwestern Air Defense Force
to further strengthen relationships and discuss opportunities
to enhance cooperation and
coordination.

While learning more about
Team Kadena’s operations
during the visit, Brown also
took the opportunity to speak to
Airmen face-to-face during an
all-call and recognize Airmen
for their job performance.
“I have three priorities,”
Brown said. “They are to stay
ready, resilient and postured for
the future. We have to be ready
to fight tonight, ready to fight
tomorrow and ready to fight ten
years from now.”
Brown emphasized not only

the need to be operationally
resilient, but also stressed the
importance of every Airman’s
role to ensure PACAF stays
ready and postured for the
future.
“We also have to be resilient
in how we take care of ourselves
and our families,” Brown explained. “The most important
thing we have as a command is
our Airmen –their development
is the enduring strength and
future of PACAF.”
During the all-call, Johnson

also spoke to Team Kadena,
reinforcing the importance of
developing Airmen, resiliency
and further emphasizing the
importance of readiness.
According to Johnson, readiness is more than just physical
training. He believes in empowering the frontline supervisors
to know where they fit and how
they can effect change.
“It is our duty to ensure
that we are ready at all times,”
Johnson said. “At the end of the
day our NCOs lead the way and

we’re going to try to push that
leadership back down to where
it needs to be at the frontline
and really help us increase our
readiness.”
In the closing remarks of the
all-call, Brown thanked Team
Kadena for their dedication to
the mission.
“It’s the Airmen, families and
civilians that make all of this
possible,” Brown said. “Thank
you for the sacrifices you and
your family make every day that
allow us to do what we do.”
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By 1st Lt. Renee Douglas
353rd Special Operations Group
Public Affairs

10/29/2018 — Members of the
U.S. Air Force 353rd Special
Operations
Group
(SOG)
participated in a joint training
event with the U.S. Navy USS
Wasp, and the U.S. Marine Corp
31st Marine Expeditionary Unit
(MEU) this Wednesday October
23rd, to improve integrated
naval and special operations
forces (SOF) capabilities.
The 353rd SOG 1st and 17th
Special Operations Squadrons
trained tactical air to air
refueling with CV-22s from
the 353rd SOG Detachment 1
and Marine MV-22s assigned
to the 31st MEU. The 353 SOG
Detachment 1 then trained the
vertical lift capabilities of the
CV-22 by landing on the deck of
the USS Wasp.
“The opportunity to work
with the MEU, specifically to
forward deploy our CV-22 fleet
to an Afloat Forward Staging
Base (AFSB), greatly expands
our force projection capability in
case of contingency or conflict,”
said Major Anthony Florentine,
a MC-130H pilot assigned
to the 1st Special Operations
Squadron. “Improving our
interoperability with the MEU
increases the SOG’s ability to
respond to emerging crises
while expanding the radius in
which we can rapidly operate in
the Pacific theater.”
Maintaining a U.S. forward

presence in the pacific enables
faster response to support
humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief missions and any
other conflict the SOG could be
called to support. This training
was an opportunity for the SOG
to increase interoperability with
joint partners in the pacific.
“Forward
deploying
to
the USS Wasp and practicing
interoperability with 31st MEU
demonstrates our ability to
partner SOF with conventional
forces. The MEU’s expeditionary

capabilities complement SOF’s
inherent flexibility and allow
rapid response anywhere in
INDOPACOM,” said Lieutenant
Colonel Sabrine Kennedy,
353rd
Special
Operations
Group director of operations.
“Moving forward, the 353d
SOG and our fellow SOCPAC
components will take advantage
of this capability to bring SOF
competencies to bear for disaster
relief, counter-terrorism, and
support to regional partner
nations.”
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By U.S. Pacific Fleet
Public Affairs

10/30/2018 - PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii — Units from
the U.S. military and Japan
Self-Defense Force (JSDF) began
exercise Keen Sword at military
installations throughout Japan
and surrounding waters, Oct. 29.
The biennial exercise is the
latest in a series of joint/bilateral
field training exercises since
1986 designed to increase combat readiness and interoperability of U.S. forces and the JSDF.
“Keen Sword will give U.S. and
Japanese forces an opportunity
to practice critical air, maritime
and amphibious capabilities essential for Japan’s defense and for
regional security,” said Lt. Gen.
Jerry P. Martinez, commander
of U.S. Forces Japan. “Just as important, the exercise is a visible

demonstration of the strength
and durability of the U.S-Japan
alliance and our shared pursuit
of a free and open Indo-Pacific
region.”
Approximately 10,000 U.S.
service members from commands such as U.S. Pacific Fleet,
U.S. Forces Japan, 7th Fleet, 5th
Air Force, 374th Airlift Wing,
18th Wing, 35th Fighter Wing,
and III Marine Expeditionary
Force will take part.
Two Royal Canadian Navy
ships will participate in the
maritime portion of the exercise
for the first time, along with
observers from several other
partner nations. Martinez said,
“These developments are a positive sign of our shared interest
in expanding partnerships and
increasing multilateral cooperation in the Indo-Pacific.”
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“The U.S.-Japan alliance
has been the cornerstone of
regional peace and security
in the Indo-Pacific region for
nearly 60 years, and events like
Keen Sword ensure that we will
remain ready for the next sixty
years,” Martinez added.
Exercises like Keen Sword provide the JSDF and U.S. military
opportunities to train together
across a variety of mission areas
in realistic scenarios to enhance
crisis response capabilities.
“On behalf of the 54,000
men and women of U.S. Forces
Japan, I am proud to be a part of
this alliance that is so essential
to our two nations’ shared interests,” Martinez said. “We look
forward to working side by side
with our Japanese allies to make
this important bilateral exercise
a success.”

G

A T

E

5

6

By Pfc. Terry Wong
3rd Marine Logistics Group

10/26/2018 - CAMP HANSEN
— Marines with 3rd Marine
Logistics Group traversed
through slippery mud and grass
while heading toward wooden
walls for cover during a fire and
movement range Oct. 24, at
Camp Hansen, Okinawa. Darkgreen targets rose from the
ground, prompting a Marine
to shout at the top of his lungs,
“Contact front!”
During the range, the Ma-
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rines with 3rd MLG practiced
their marksmanship skills,
improved their communication
and worked on their weapons
handling while engaging targets.
Staff Sgt. Ryan Betonie, an infantry unit leader with Tactical
Readiness and Training (TRT),
G-3, 3rd MLG Headquarters,
said the Marines applied different rifleman techniques such as
quickly identifying the target, as
well as moving down range with
a fireteam buddy and maintain-
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ing alignment with their squad.
The main technique the
Marines executed was “buddy
rushing,” which is done by some
Marines firing at the targets,
while others rushed forward.
The process repeated until they
reached a specified location and
“closed with” the enemy.
Another important skill the
Marines practiced was communication. During buddy
rushing, Marines must pass
crucial information such as the
status of their equipment and
the amount of ammunition they
have remaining.
“The [fire and movement
drill] allows the Marines to gain
mastery in moving and communicating as they assault the objective,” said Lance Cpl. Markus
Dodd, a machine gunner with
TRT, G-3, 3rd MLG Headquarters.
Some Marines only fire a
weapon once per year during
their annual rifle qualification,
however, during the fire and
movement range, Marines with
Headquarters Regiment were
able to join the infantry Marines.
“We like to incorporate
our training so that Marines
that don’t often get this type of
training can come out and experience it,” said Betonie. “We
do like to come out here and
sharpen our skills, tactically”
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By Mark Wright
Missile Defense Agency

10/29/2018 - KAUAI, Hawaii — Sailors
aboard USS John Finn (DDG 113) and
the Missile Defense Agency (MDA)
successfully conducted an intercept of
a medium-range ballistic missile target
with a Standard Missile-3 (SM-3) Block
IIA missile during a flight test off the west
coast of Hawaii, Oct. 26.
The SM-3 Block IIA is being developed
cooperatively by the U.S. and Japan and
operates as part of the Aegis Ballistic
Missile Defense system.
The target missile was launched from
the Pacific Missile Range Facility at Kauai,
Hawaii. John Finn detected and tracked
the target missile with its onboard AN/
SPY-1 radar using the Aegis Baseline
9.C2 weapon system. Upon acquiring
and tracking the target, the ship launched
an SM-3 Block IIA guided missile which
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intercepted the target.
“This was a superb accomplishment
and key milestone for the SM-3 Block IIA
return to flight,” said MDA Director Lt.
Gen. Sam Greaves. “My congratulations
to the entire team, including our Sailors,
industry partners and allies who helped
achieve this milestone.”
Based on observations and initial data
review, the test met its objectives. Program
officials will continue to evaluate system
performance.
Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense is the
naval component of the U.S. Ballistic
Missile Defense System. The MDA and
the U.S. Navy cooperatively manage the
Aegis BMD program. The Missile Defense
Agency's mission is to develop and deploy
a layered ballistic missile defense system
to defend the U.S., its deployed forces,
allies and friends from ballistic missile
attacks of all ranges in all phases of flight.
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By Gunnery Sgt.
T. T. Parish

31st Marine Expeditionary Unit

10/24/2018 - EAST CHINA SEA
— Marines and aircraft with Ma-
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rine Fighter Attack Squadron 121
(VMFA-121) flexed their muscle Oct. 23, completing a three
aircraft aerial refueling mission
above the East China Sea.

R

A

I

G

A T

E

Three F-35B Lightning II
stealth attack jets, the Marine
Corps’ newest and most versatile
fighter, flew from their home station at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, to rendezvous
with a KC-130J Super Hercules
aerial tanker belonging to Marine Aerial Refueler Transport
Squadron 152 (VMGR-152).
VMFA-121, part of the Aviation Combat Element for the
31st Marine Expeditionary Unit,
provides a fixed-wing attack capability for the Marine Corps’
only continuously forward-deployed MEU. VMGR-152, the
“Sumos,” provides a vital refueling and transport capability for
1st Marine Aircraft Wing across
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the vast Indo-Pacific region.
“The fifth-generation and
stealth capabilities of the F-35B
make the aircraft a key enabler
for the 31st MEU,” said Lt. Col.
Michael D. Wyrsch, 31st MEU
detachment commander with
VMFA-121. “The F-35B improves
the maneuverability and freedom
of movement of the 31st MEU
and U.S. Navy Amphibious Ready
Group team throughout the U.S.
Indo-Pacific Command’s area of
responsibility due to the leap in
capabilities of both the onboard
sensors and the weapons.”
During 2016, the U.S. began a
shift of focus from operations in
the Middle East to strengthening its posture and partnerships

in the Indo-Pacific. The F-35B
is a key enabler for the Marine
Corps’ strategy as part of INDOPACOM, and VMFA-121 is
the centerpiece for forward-deployed, amphibious operations
of the so-called 5th Generation
stealth fighter, said Wyrsch.
“The Marines Corps’ motto of
“First to Fight” is why the F-35B
is critical in the INDOPACOM
AOR,” said Wyrsch. “The lethality, flexibility and responsiveness of having a land and seabased 5th Generation stealth
fighter pre-positioned in this
AOR provides the Marine AirGround Task Force commander
the ability to gain and maintain
the offensive advantage.

