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Kadena Airmen put out local fire

Staff Sgt. Dylan King, 18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron AE technician, charges an 
emergency respirator air tank aboard a 384th Air Refueling Squadron KC-135 Stratotanker during 
an AE exercise near Kadena Air Base, Feb. 19. Airmen of the 18th AES rely on practice sorties 
with flying units like the 384th Air Refueling Squadron to hone their mission-essential skills.

By Staff Sgt. Jessica Smith
18th Wing Public Affairs
2/20/2019 — Two aircraft recovery Airmen 
from the 18th Equipment Maintenance 
Squadron put out a local sugar mill fire Jan. 
11 in Uruma City.
 On their way to dinner, Tech. Sgt. Argo 
Cesareo and Senior Airman Justin Kannen-
berg noticed smoke coming from a building 
on the opposite side of the four-lane road. 
Alarmed, but unable to tell what exactly it 
was, they kept an eye on the building until it 
was closer in view.
 “It looked concerning but I wasn’t sure 
what it was, so I kept an eye on it. As we were 
passing the building, I could see flames com-
ing up the backside of the building, so I told 
Kannenberg – who was driving – ‘That’s a fire, 
we’ve got to turn around,’” Cesareo said.
 At the next possible spot, the Airmen made 
a U-turn and pulled into an apartment com-
plex parking lot next to the flaming building. 
Kannenberg laid on his horn to alert anybody 
that may have been inside the apartment 
buildings while Cesareo dialed 119 for help. 
Despite the language barrier they were able to 
get help on the way.
 “There was an elderly woman, she didn’t 
speak any English and I don’t speak any 

Japanese, so she didn’t understand what I was 
trying to say, but one of her neighbors came 
out and I handed her the phone and pointed 
to the fire and she got the idea,” Cesareo ex-
plained.
 Once the neighbor was on the phone 
with emergency services, Kannenberg found 
a garden hose and threw it over the fence 
separating the sugar mill from the apartment 
complex.
 “It was like 70 or 80 feet fortunately, so I 
ran and turned the water on and ran to where 
the fire was and started spraying from fairly 
far away,” he said. 
“When the flames started to die down, I got a 
little bit closer.”
 After spotting another hose, Cesareo 
was able to help Kannenberg extinguish the 
flames.
 With smoke billowing from under the 
doorway and all ways of entry locked, the 
Airmen contemplated what to do next.
 “We thought about kicking down the door 
to see if there was anybody inside, but I was 
worried about the backdraft,” Cesareo said. “I 
knew if we opened another window or door, 
the whole thing would go up.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Ryan Lackey) 

KC-135 
Stratotanker 
provides air 
refueling for 
COPE NORTH 19

Fairchild, Kadena partner for 
aeromedical evacuation exercise

An F-16C from the 18th Aggressor Squadron out of Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, receives 
air refueling from a KC-135 Stratotanker assigned to the 909th Air Refueling Squadron 
from Kadena Air Base, over the Pacific Ocean during COPE North 2019 at Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam on Feb. 21. COPE North is an annual multilateral U.S. Pacific Air 
Forces-sponsored field training exercise conducted focused on combat air forces large-
force employment and mobility air forces humanitarian assistance and disaster relief 
training to enhance interoperability among U.S., Australian and Japanese forces. 
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By Senior Airman 
Ryan Lackey
92nd Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs
2/22/2019 - FAIRCHILD AIR FORCE 
BASE, Wash. — A Team Fairchild 384th 
Air Refueling Squadron tanker and air-
crew partnered with Kadena Air Base 18th 
Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron med-
ics to execute an aeromedical evacuation 
exercise Feb. 19, at Kadena Air Base.
 AE is a critical capability the KC-135 
Stratotanker can support alongside its pri-
mary mission of mid-air refueling. Airmen 
of the 18th AES rely on practice sorties like 
these to hone their mission-essential skills.
 The 18th AES maintains a forward 
presence in the Pacific to support medical 
contingencies to include the only neonatal 
air facility in the region. The squadron’s 
area of operations is the largest in the 
military, reaching from the Horn of Africa 
to Alaska.
 “It’s important for us to train onboard 
aircraft like this because of the 24/7 ‘bravo 
alert’ status we maintain,” said Col. John 
Baer, 18th AES commander. “We can 

send patients to Hickam AFB, Travis AFB, 
Lackland AFB, Andrews AFB … wherever 
we need to go. The KC-135 is the only 
[aircraft] that will get us to those locations 
non-stop due to its extended range.”
 With a critical care mission spanning 
half the globe, practicing with crews that 
may be tasked to support domestically or 
in a deployed location is vital to maximize 
patient survivability.
 “[During this exercise] we got to 
experience the third-part of our mission, 
the aeromedical evacuation scenario,” 
said Capt. Mark Richardson, 384th Air 
Refueling Squadron pilot. “We can get 
tasked for anything, so it’s important to 
be able to work with the 18th AES to see 
what this mission entails and what we’d be 
responsible for supporting.”
 Fairchild Airmen met with a localized 
detachment of the 18th AES at Hickam 
AFB, Hawaii, who provided a demonstra-
tion of specialized equipment used during 
AE missions, including methods of 
securing it to the KC-135 deck, which can 
be fitted for cargo, passenger transport or 

medical support.
 “It’s important to interact with all the 
aircraft crews so we understand each oth-
er’s functions,” Baer said. “Most of these 
Fairchild Airmen have never worked with 
AES before and we have very specific re-
quirements. There are electrical, oxygen, 
storage and square footage needs on the 
aircraft so we can safely secure patients 
and have room to tend to them. We rely 
on the boom operators and other crew 
members to help prep the aircraft so we 
can do our mission.”
 Fairchild AFB is the largest tanker 
base and the primary mid-air refueling 
provider for the Pacific Northwest; the 
base’s missions take aircraft and Airmen 
all around the world. While refueling re-
mains a primary job, the lessons provided 
to these flyers during AE training may one 
day prove invaluable to saving lives.
 “I think this was good training in 
case it’s encountered in the future,” said 
Airman First Class Tristen Lang, 384th 
ARS mid-air refueling specialist. “This 
diversified experience keeps me flexible 

so I know how to prepare to efficiently 
work with an AES team and still perform 
my duties as a boom operator. We have to 
work with different crew and passengers 
all the time, so learning to adapt to the 
unexpected and sync with them helps get 
the job done.”
 The 384th ARS Airmen returned to 
Fairchild with experiences they could 
share with other team members in ad-
vance of the upcoming Mobility Guardian 
exercise, which will also feature simulated 
aeromedical evacuations in contested 
environments.
 “Not everyone in a unit has the same 
experiences, but we can call on teammates 
that have experienced something we hav-
en’t,” Richardson said. “We can share this 
training and help a fellow Airmen know 
what to expect.”
 Team Fairchild Airmen and KC-135s 
stand prepared to handle any mission 
set they are tasked with and train on not 
just refueling, but on every function it 
provides to keep global missions flying 
and save lives. 

Fairchild, Kadena Air Base partner for 
aeromedical evacuation exercise

Staff Sgt. Justin Cagle, 18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron AE 
technician, directs medical elevator truck Airmen prior to loading 
medical equipment onto a 384th Air Refueling Squadron KC-135 
Stratotanker during an AE exercise, Kadena Air Base, Feb. 19.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Ryan Lackey)
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Staff Sgt. Justin Cagle, 18th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron AE 
technician, directs medical elevator truck Airmen prior to loading 
medical equipment onto a 384th Air Refueling Squadron KC-135 
Stratotanker during an AE exercise, Kadena Air Base, Feb. 19.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Xavier Navarro)

By Pacific Air Forces 
Public Affairs
2/22/2019 - JOINT BASE 
PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, 
Hawaii — COPE North 2019 
paused Feb. 22 as a precaution-
ary measure due to hazardous 
conditions and potentially dam-
aging winds caused by Typhoon 
Wutip.
 For the safety and security 
of assets, aircraft will either bed 
down at Andersen Air Force 
Base, Guam, or relocate to alter-
nate locations until the weather 
is more favorable for safe opera-
tions.
 “While the unplanned 
weather paused training for 
COPE North 2019, Typhoon 
Wutip provided the nearly 3,000 
multilateral exercise participates 
an opportunity to swiftly im-
plement an inclement weather 

plan for the approximately 100 
aircraft assigned to the exercise 
and test their ability to rapidly 
maneuver throughout the 
theater at a moment’s notice,” 
explained Col. Jason Cockrum, 
U.S. COPE North 2019 exercise 
director and 35th Fighter Wing 
operations group commander. 
“Typhoon Wutip is an opportu-
nity to demonstrate the airpower 
the three nations provide, and 
the multilateral alliance is over-
coming this weather challenge 
through deliberate planning and 
disciplined execution.
 During the remainder of the 
exercise, U.S., Royal Australian 
Air Force and Japan Air Self-De-
fense Force airmen will continue 
to hone vital readiness skills 
and improve interoperability 
among multiple mission areas 
including tactical airlift, contin-

gency response coordination, 
aeromedical evacuation, as well 
as air superiority, interdiction, 
electronic warfare and aerial 
refueling capabilities.
 “A premier exercise like 
COPE North is designed to 
challenge our ability to connect, 
communicate, and succeed 
multilaterally,” added Maj. Mat-
thew Sabraw, lead COPE North 
2019 planner and 35th Fighter 
Wing operations group chief of 
standardization and evaluation. 
“With the weather rolling in, 
we are united in using it as an 
opportunity to truly work to-
gether to rapidly solve problems 
just as we would in a crisis or 
contingency. Our relationships 
are strengthened through this 
trial and our alliance is closer as 
a result of COPE North and the 
response to Typhoon Wutip.”

COPE North Airmen 
demonstrate 
agility during 
Typhoon Wutip 
evacuation

Airmen from 
the 13th Fighter 
Squadron from 
Misawa Air Base, 
stands by for F-16 
Fighting Falcon’s to 
taxi onto a runway 
on Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam, 
during COPE North 
19 on Feb 19.

 As locals watched on, the 
Airmen used their fire-fighting 
training as aircraft mechanics 
– although a building fire and 
aircraft fire are very different – 
to do the best they could until 
help arrived.
 “I was pretty focused; I 
wasn’t really concerned about 
anything other than just trying 
to get the fire to stop,” expressed 
Kannenberg, “That was the 
only thing that really mattered 
at the time.” 
 By the time the fire depart-
ment showed up, Cesareo and 
Kannenberg had managed to 
extinguish all the flames, leav-
ing only burning embers inside 
the building.
 The Uruma emergency 
services were able to clear the 
scene and confirm the sugar 
mill was, in fact, empty.
 Because of their Air Force 

training the Airmen were able 
to quickly take action and make 
decisions without hesitating. 
Their courageous actions not 
only prevented the fire from 
possibly spreading, but also 
gained the respect of the local 
community.
 The Uruma City Police held 
a recognition ceremony to 
show their gratitude and pres-
ent the Airmen with Letters 
of Appreciation. Both Cesareo 
and Kannenberg were appre-
ciative of the opportunity to 
be recognized for their actions 
and to build a bond with local 
community.
 “I thought it was a really 
cool experience,” Cesareo said. 
“The police department and 
everyone we interacted with 
seemed very sincere and grate-
ful and we felt grateful for their 
hospitality.”

(Courtesy photo)

Senior Airman Justin Kannenberg and Tech. Sgt. Argo Cesareo, both, aircraft recovery for 
the 18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron, were recognized by the Uruma Police Station 
in Uruma City, Jan. 28.
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By Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Michael Lopez
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 3
2/19/2019 - PALAWAN, Philippines 
— Seabees assigned to Naval Mobile 
Construction Battalion (NMCB) 3, Con-
struction Civic Action Detail (CCAD) 
Palawan and members of the Municipality 
of Aborlan community celebrated the com-
pletion of a two-room school house for the 
Magsaysay School with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony Feb. 6.
 NMCB-3 Seabees partnered with Phil-
ippine Navy Seabees assigned to the 2nd 
NMCB to build the school house in order 
to provide some relief to the over crowded 

classrooms that the students currently 
attend. The classrooms were built to ac-
commodate the typical class size of 40 stu-
dents with enough windows and high flow 
fans to ensure that the temperature stays 
comfortable for the students throughout 
the school day.
 The Principal, Roque F. Badenas, ex-
pressed his appreciation of the quality of 
construction the Seabees provided.
 “The building has been built sturdy 
enough to withstand the storms prevalent 
on the island long enough to serve the 
grandchildren of its first students,” said 
Badenas.
 Constructing the school house was more 

challenging than similar projects due to the 
initial state of the land it was to be built on. 
Once the land was cleared for building the 
foundational pad, it was discovered that 
the ground was swampland with ground 
water present from ground-level and pene-
trated four-feet down. With the combined 
expertise of NMCB-3 Seabees and their 
Philippine counterparts, the group was able 
to work hand-in-hand to overcome the 
challenge and construct the school house to 
serve generations to come.
 “Despite several setbacks, the crew 
worked hard; and with their dedicated 
resolve they were able to overcome the 
obstacles and were able to complete the 
school on time and under budget,” said Lt. 
j.g. Curtis Weis, officer in charge of NMCB-
3, CCAD Palawan.”
 CCADs are small detachments of 
personnel that are placed in areas of need 
throughout the NMCB’s area of operations. 
The CCAD’s mission is to execute engi-
neering civic assistance projects, conduct 
formal training with the host nation and 
perform community relations event to help 
enhance shared capabilities and improve 
the country’s social welfare.
 Being part of a CCAD is a unique work 
environment that appeals to many Seabees 
for the ability to work with allied nations, 
give back to communities, and learn more 

out of rate skills.
 “The small number of Seabees assigned 
to a CCAD creates a camaraderie amongst 
everyone involved so that when there 
were challenges with the construction 
of the school house it brought the team 
closer together, and therefore the chal-
lenges were able to be overcome,” said 
Steelworker Constructionman Apprentice 
Kalub Walker. “It also creates an environ-
ment where everyone becomes more well 
rounded by gaining a basic knowledge of 
the other Seabees’ rates.”
 CCAD Palawan Seabees have broken 
ground on an identical schoolhouse 1.5 
hours southwest of the first schoolhouse 
location. This location will provide nu-
merous challenges to the CCAD due to 
the travel time it takes to get to the site and 
its lack of amenities and infrastructure 
around the site, but it will serve as an 
opportunity for the Seabees to further 
demonstrate their skills and interoperabil-
ity with their counterparts.
 NMCB-3 is forward deployed through-
out the Indo-Pacific region and United 
States ready to support major combat 
operations, theater security, humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief operations. 
Seabees provide general engineering and 
civil support to Navy, Marine Corps and 
joint operational forces globally. 

 (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class 
Kevin A. Flinn)

By Patrol Squadron 47 
Public Affairs
2/26/2019 - VICTORIA, Australia 
— The “Golden Swordsmen” of Patrol 
Squadron (VP) 47 and the unit’s P-8 Po-
seidon will participate in the Australian 
International Airshow and Aerospace 
& Defence Exposition 2019 at Avalon 
Airport in Geelong, Victoria, Australia, 
Feb. 26.
 The Australian International Airshow 
and Aerospace & Defence Exposition 
is one of Australia’s premiere biennial 
aerospace exhibition, trade and airshows.
 “Our participation will strengthen our 
ties and working relationships with our 
Australian counterparts as well as our 

other partners within the Indo-Pacific,” 
said Senior Chief Aviation Structural 
Mechanic (Equipment) Ronald Lilley, 
VP-47 Australian International Airshow 
and Aerospace & Defence Exposition 
detachment senior enlisted leader. “It is 
important to all of us that we have this 
cohesion of services to operate in the 
diverse environments that we deploy to.”
 VP-47 will join the Royal Australian 
Air Force, Army, and Navy as well as air 
forces from France, Japan, New Zealand, 
Malaysia, and Singapore.
 “We have had the opportunity to work 
with our Australian allies on numerous 
exercises throughout the Pacific, includ-
ing Sea Dragon, our most recent exercise 

in Guam and RIMPAC this past summer 
in Hawaii,” said Lt. Derek Hinkley VP-47 
Australian International Airshow and 
Aerospace & Defence Exposition detach-
ment officer in charge. “Working with 
them at this airshow will allow us to see 
familiar faces as well as continue our great 
partnership.”
 VP-47’s P-8 Poseidon will be on display 
throughout both days of the trade show 
and will conduct a flight demonstration 
during the general public days. The last 
event held in 2017 included 664 compa-
nies from 25 countries, 158 delegations 
and more than 33,000 accredited trade 
attendances, with a total event attendance 
of 210,664.

 “I expect to receive a ton of positive 
feedback from our counterparts and 
especially from the general public,” said 
Lilley. “Most people have probably flown 
in a Boeing 737 and I’m sure the P-8A will 
peak their interest. I’m anticipating some 
pretty awesome displays of airpower.”
 The “Golden Swordsmen” are current-
ly deployed to Kadena Air Force Base in 
Okinawa, Japan, conducting maritime 
patrol and reconnaissance and theater 
outreach operations within the U.S. 7th 
Fleet (C7F) area of operations in support 
of Commander, Task Force 72, C7F, 
and U.S. Pacific Command objectives 
throughout the Indo-Pacific region.

VP-47 to participate 
in Avalon 2019

(U.S. Navy photo by Construction Mechanic 2nd Class Justin Ott)

A P-8A Poseidon 
assigned to the “Golden 
Swordsmen” of Patrol 
Squadron 47 exits the 
flightline following flight 
operations. 

NMCB-3 Seabees complete Palawan school house

Seabees assigned to NMCB-3, 
Construction Civic Action Detail Palawan, 
and their Philippine navy counterparts, 
attend a ribbon cutting ceremony for their 
completion of a two-room school house 
for the Magsaysay School in Palawan, 
Philippines, Feb. 6.
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By Military 
Health System 
Communications Office
2/25/2019 — Eyes may be the 
window to the soul, as William 
Shakespeare reportedly said, but 
in the military, eyesight is essen-
tial to remain fit for duty. Here are 
seven tips for maintaining good 
eye health:
Protect those peepers. “I think 
wearing eye protection is the 
most important thing anybody 
can do to protect their vision for 
the long term,” said Dr. Robert 
Mazzoli, a retired Army colonel 
and an ophthalmologist at the 
Vision Center of Excellence, 
or VCE. Of the approximately 
2,000 eye injuries that occur in 
the United States daily, he said, 
90 percent would have been 
prevented by wearing proper eye 
protection.
 The VCE offers guidance on 
activities that call for wearing 
eye protection. In addition to 
obviously risky activities, such as 
grinding and hammering, Maz-
zoli said playing sports, working 
with bungee cords, and using 
household cleaning products or 
other chemicals are also risky. The 

Authorized Protective Eyewear 
List details items that provide the 
highest level of eye protection.
 If an injury does occur, the 
worst thing to do is to put pres-
sure on the eye, Mazzoli said, 
such as patching it. This could 
lead to further injury, including 
loss of vision and even loss of the 
eye itself. A rigid shield protects 
against further damage, he said. 
If a shield is not available, he 
suggested donning a pair of 
glasses to serve as a shield and 
then taping them in place before 
seeking immediate medical help.
Get shaded. The sun’s ultraviolet, 
or UV, rays can affect vision 
and lead to conditions such 
as macular degeneration and 
cataracts, Mazzoli said. Macular 
degeneration, which permanent-
ly damages the retina over time, 
is the leading cause of age-related 
blindness. Cataracts are the 
clouding of the lens, the part of 
the eye that focuses light.
 Sunglasses labeled UV 400 
offer the best protection, and 
should be worn even on overcast 
days because UV light can go 
through clouds, said Mazzoli.
Step away from the smart-

phone. “When you’re using 
smartphones, both the screens 
and what we’re trying to see are 
typically very small, and this tax-
es an individual’s ability to focus 
on and resolve the content being 
viewed,” said Dr. Felix Barker, an 
optometrist with the Department 
of Veterans Affairs who works 
with the VCE.
 Barker also said smartphones 
increase demands on vision 
because they’re held close to the 
eyes for reading. “The eyes try to 
converge, meaning that they turn 
closer together,” he said. “When 

you spend an excessive amount 
of time on smartphones, you can 
put a lot of stress on your vision 
and cause blurred or even double 
vision.” 
Here come those tears again. 
Dry, itchy eyes are common 
among allergy sufferers, Mazzoli 
said. But he recommends against 
overusing products that contain 
redness relief ingredients such 
as potassium chloride and 
tetrahydrozoline, because they 
may eventually damage the eyes. 
Instead, look for products that 
advertise themselves simply as 

artificial tears, which provide 
lubrication.
Kick the habit: According to the 
American Cancer Society, smok-
ers are at increased risk for devel-
oping vision loss and eye disease 
such as Dry Eye Syndrome, which 
appears as damaged blood vessels 
and causes itchy and burning 
sensations.
Take care with contact lenses. 
Contact lenses can damage eyes if 
they’re worn for too many hours 
or not cleaned or stored properly, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
The CDC’s recommendations 
include not sleeping in contact 
lenses unless your eye doctor has 
prescribed this, and removing 
lenses before swimming, shower-
ing, and using a hot tub.
Get regular vision exams. Ac-
tive-duty service members can 
get routine eye exams as needed 
to maintain fitness for duty. Their 
covered family members are 
eligible for one routine eye exam 
per year and may be eligible for 
more robust coverage. The TRI-
CARE website has information 
about eligibility and coverage for 
all MHS beneficiaries.

(U.S. Army Reserve photo by Sgt. Stephanie Ramirez) 

The eyes have it: Seven tips for maintaining vision
Army Reserve 
Spc. Brianne 
Coots performs 
an exam during 
a readiness 
training event in 
2018 at Kea’au, 
Hawaii.

Master Sgt. Jason Layfield, a Pacific Air Force Rescue School instructor with 554 
RHS/FTX, demonstrates a class to a platoon of Marines with Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, and Nuclear, Headquarters Company, Headquarters Battalion, 3rd Marine 
Division, and a Sailor with Headquarters Company, Headquarters Battalion at Camp 
Lester, Feb. 21. This course certifies Marines and Sailors to conduct rope and confined 
rescues in accordance with National Fire Protection Association Standard 1006. The 
certification allows the platoon to participate in joint and interagency operations 
throughout the Indo-Pacific Command for Defense Support to Civil Authorities and 
Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction.

Evaluation 
on HigH 
anglE 
REscuE

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Lance Cpl. D’Angelo Yanez) 

Marines with Chemical, Biological, Radiological, 
and Nuclear Platoon, Headquarters Company, 
Headquarters Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, and a 
sailor with Headquarters Company, Headquarters 
Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, perform a highline 
rescue at Camp Lester, Feb. 14. 

Marines with 
Headquarters 
Company, 
Headquarters 
Battalion, 3rd 
Marine Division, 
rappel down a 
wall on Camp 
Lester, Feb. 21.
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Four locations, One 
command – 31st 
MEU Commands, 
controls across 
Indo-Pacific region

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Lance Cpl. Kyle P. Bunyi) 

Marines with the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit attend a meeting during a command and control exercise at Camp 
Hansen, Feb. 24. The 31st MEU, in a groundbreaking command and control exercise, is completing split operations 
across a large swath of the Indo-Pacific region encompassing at least four geographic locations – Okinawa; aboard 
the dock landing ship USS Ashland (LSD 48) in the South China Sea; aboard the amphibious transport dock USS 
Green Bay (LPD 20) in the Gulf of Thailand; and other undisclosed locations. This is the first time any Marine 
expeditionary unit has completed this level of simultaneous operations – from rapid-response planning to mission 
completion – across such a large geographic region within the Indo-Pacific.

Marines with the 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Unit plan during a 
command and control exercise at 
Camp Hansen, Feb. 24.

Marines with the 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Unit’s Maritime Raid 
Force exit an MV-22B Osprey tiltrotor 
aircraft during a simulated raid at 
Camp Hansen, Feb. 25.

Marines with the 31st Marine Expeditionary 
Unit’s Maritime Raid Force post security during 
a simulated raid at Camp Hansen, Feb. 25.
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By Cpl. Tayler Schwamb
Marine Corps Installations Pacific 
2/22/2019 - CAMP FOSTER — Sitting 
on Miyagi Coast in Okinawa, is a well-
loved establishment called Transit Café 
where people gather to eat and enjoy the 
scenery of Okinawa. It was February 19, 
a normal weekday afternoon, the sun 
was shining, the blue ocean waves were 
crashing and Staff Sgt. Jonathan McClure, 
a military policeman with Headquarters 
and Support Battalion, Marine Corps 
Installations Pacific, Marine Corps Base 
Camp Butler-Japan, and his wife were 
enjoying their meal. Meanwhile, Jillian 
Romag and one of her close friends were 
also chatting during their lunch break at 
Romag’s favorite lunch destination on 
island, the Transit Café.
 The McClure family was relazing and 
people-watching when a sudden move-
ment caught Mrs. McClure’s attention.
 “What’s wrong?” Mrs. McClure asked 
her husband, looking towards the white 
bar. “I think she’s choking!”
 Staff Sgt. McClure looked up to see 
Romag’s vomit splattering across the white 
floor. As she stumbled, grabbing desper-
ately at her throat he rushed over, grabbed 
her shoulder, and looked into her eyes.
 “Are you choking?” he asked.
 Romag nodded.
 “I’m going to help you,” McClure said 
reassuring the woman as he moved to 
stand behind her. McClure, an experi-
enced policeman aboard Camp Foster, 
had rehearsed the abdominal thrust, com-
monly known as the Heimlich maneuver, 

yearly as part of military policemen’s 
annual training. After three abdominal 
thrusts, the chunk of steak that was lodged 
in her throat blocking her airway came up 
enough for her to remove it.
 In relief and mortification Romag sat 
down.
 McClure bent down, “Are you okay?” 
he asked. She nodded sheepishly.
 After McClure washed his hands and 
arms, he asked the manager for rags, im-
mediately cleaning up the mess.
 On February 22, McClure was awarded 
the Navy Achievement Medal for superior 
performance of his duties while serving as 

a military policeman and accident inves-
tigation section chief Provost Marshal’s 
office, H&S Bn, MCIPAC-MCB.
 “This reminded me that there are really 
still good people out there,” said Jillian 
Romag, the woman McClure saved. “The 
Marine Corps takes care of its people 
and teaches its people how to take care of 
others.”
 McClure’s exceptional professionalism, 
unrelenting perseverance and loyal de-
votion to duty reflected great credit upon 
him and were in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the Marine Corps and the 
United States Naval Service.

 “I think that any MCIPAC Marine 
would have reacted the same way,” said 
Col. Vincent Ciuccoli, commanding officer 
of H&S Bn., MCIPAC, MCB Camp Butler. 
“In the organization that I am in we have 
a very diverse group. We have a common 
thread throughout, every Marine here has 
a bias for action, and every Marine would 
do something. It is one thing to say that 
you attempted to save someone’s life, but to 
actually save their life and have the bravery 
and skillset to do it says a lot.”
 Marines aboard MCIPAC strengthen 
and enable force projection in the Asia-Pa-
cific region by building bridges with their 
allies and partners while protecting and 
defending the territory of the United 
States, its people and its interests.
 “I firmly believe with 100% of my heart 
and soul that any Marine who knew what 
was going on and how to react would 
have done so the same exact way,” said 
McClure proudly. “I work with military 
policemen who react to hard situations on 
a daily basis. I know without a shadow of 
a doubt that any of those Marines would 
do the same thing. The life lesson that this 
instance reminded me of is that you are 
forever a student. You have to be willing to 
learn and continue to hone and refine your 
skills. If you do have any type of certifica-
tions, or if you are recertifying, make sure 
you take it seriously. If you don’t have the 
training, go out there and seek it. There are 
programs through our U.S. Naval Hospital 
and Red Cross. We need more people who 
are out there, trained and ready to act 
when a situation gets hectic or scary.”

U.S. Marine applies basic life saving skill to help civilian

Staff Sgt. Jonathan McClure, left, and Jillian Romag, right, pose for a picture Feb. 22, aboard Camp Foster.
(U.S Marine photo by Corporal Tayler P. Schwamb) 

U.S. Marines 
attend career 
summit in 
Okinawa

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Lance Cpl. Krysten I. Gomez) 

U.S. Marine Corps Col. David E. Jones, deputy commander of Marine 
Corps Base Camp Smedley D. Butler, speaks at the Hiring our 
Heroes Career Summit on Camp Foster, Feb. 26. Hiring our Heroes, 
a program created by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation, 
connects veterans, transitioning service members, and military 
spouses with meaningful employment opportunities.

U.S service 
members speak 
with Joe Wallis, 
a Microsoft 
representative, 
during the 
career fair 
portion of the 
Hiring our 
Heroes Career 
Summit on 
Camp Foster, 
Feb. 26.
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By Staff Sgt. 
Matthew Bragg 
III MEF Information Group
2/22/2019 - BANGKOK, Thai-
land — The Royal Thai Armed 
Forces alongside the U.S. Marine 
Corps and Washington Air Na-
tional Guard executed the first 
Cobra Gold Cyberspace Field 
Training Exercise at the Royal 
Thai Air Force Headquarters in 
Bangkok, Kingdom of Thailand, 
Feb. 11-22.
 The Cyber FTX is a combined 
defensive cyber operations 

training environment focused 
on identifying and defending 
critical information and war-
fighting systems against a cy-
berspace attack. There has been 
a heavy emphasis on increased 
protection in the cyberspace 
domain within the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense, which makes 
cultivating cyberspace defense 
with U.S. multinational partners 
the next logical step in becom-
ing better trained to combat the 
threat.
 The cyber range allows Royal 

Thai and U.S. forces to work to-
gether to patrol a network, like a 
squad conducting a security pa-
trol, in order to illuminate and 
eradicate adversary presence. 
If they detect any threat, then 
those details are reported up the 
chain of command to the Cyber 
Defense Operations Center, 
or CDOC, in order to find an 
effective solution to defeat the 
threat.
 “This cyber range is import-
ant, especially for the Marine 
Corps, because we’re getting our 
first real repetitions and sets as 
the [Defense Cyber Operations 
– Internal Defensive Measures 
Company] working together,” 
said a defensive cyber opera-
tor with DCO-IDM Co., 7th 
Communication Battalion, III 
Marine Expeditionary Force In-
formation Group. “We’ve been 
training constantly up until this 
point, and this is the first time 
we can actually implement what 
we’ve learned and put it to trial 
by fire.”
 During the cyber range, 
Royal Thai and U.S. forces 
operated on a training network 
ran by the Washington Air Na-
tional Guard, which simulates 
as close to a real-world network 

as possible.
 Within the cyber range bat-
tlespace, the Royal Thai and U.S. 
forces each patrol their assigned 
fields. This allows them to simu-
late an environment where each 
force can identify assets critical 
to the mission, detect anoma-
lous activity, report through the 
CDOC to the simulated Com-
bined Cyber Fusion Center, 
and apply appropriate defensive 
measures.
 “This exercise isn’t just about 
the technical part,” said Royal 
Thai Air Force Group Capt. 
Amorn Chomchoey, the direc-
tor of Cyber Warfare Division, 
Office of Command and Con-
trol, Directorate of Information 
and Communication Technolo-
gy. “It’s about making all of the 
team members work together as 
a single unit and strive together 
to achieve common goals.”
 Chomchoey stressed that 
defensive cyber operations are 
important not just during war 
but during times of peace as 
well.

 “Right now, cyber warfare is 
different from the other types 
of warfare because with the 
others you have to declare war,” 
Chomchoey said. “But for cyber 
warfare, it’s happening every 
day. For instance, right now the 
assets we are protecting, there 
are going to be bad actors or 
hackers that are trying to access 
any of that low-hanging fruit.”
 According to Chomchoey, 
a lot of the techniques and tac-
tics used to hack into friendly 
networks are already available 
on the internet, and there are 
easy-to-follow guides that help 
adversaries understand how 
to use them so they can target 
friendly networks.
 “Hopefully as we move for-
ward, we can continue to find 
common ground and have more 
people involved,” Chomchoey 
said. “It’s not just our mission to 
fend off the bad guys, but also to 
ensure everything is going ac-
cording to plan and the network 
continues to run and support 
the mission.”

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Staff Sgt. Matthew J. Bragg) 

U.S. Marine Col. Larry Jenkins, center, is briefed on the situation for the cyber range as part 
of exercise Cobra Gold at the Royal Thai Air Force Headquarters in Bangkok, Kingdom of 
Thailand, Feb. 20.

Cobra Gold 19: Royal 
Thai, US conduct 
first ever cyber range

U.S. Marines and 
U.S. Air Force service 
members discuss 
defensive cyber 
operations during the 
cyber range as part of 
exercise Cobra Gold 
at the Royal Thai Air 
Force Headquarters in 
Bangkok, Kingdom of 
Thailand, Feb. 20.
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By Capt. Adan Cazarez 
94th Army Air and Missile Defense 
Command
2/26/2019 - Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii — U.S. 
Air Force Maj. Frederick Cruz 
from the Hawaii Air National 
Guard, pins down fellow Airman 
on shallow ocean waves as water 
splashed after each body hit. 
Sparring with Airman 1st Class 
Christian Torres they alternated 
control with each movement. 
Both Airmen participated in a 
U.S. Army Combatives Level-1 
program sponsored by the 94th 
Army Air and Missile Defense 
Command on Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam, Feb. 19 – 22.
 Approximately a dozen U.S. 
Soldiers and Airmen from active 
duty and the National Guard 
grappled with white-knuckled 
concentration during the Army 
Combatives program in the 
four-day course.
 According to the website fea-
turing the U.S. Army Maneuver 
Center of Excellence, based at 
Fort Benning, Ga., the mission 
of the U.S. Army Combatives 
Course is to train Leaders and 
Soldiers in close quarters Com-
batives in order to instill the 
Warrior Ethos and prepare Sol-
diers to close with and defeat the 
enemy in hand to hand combat.
 U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Jeffery 
Jenkins, a wheeled vehicle 

mechanic, also a Level-3 Com-
batives instructor with the 94th 
Army Air and Missile Defense 
Command, reinforced the mis-
sion statement regarding mental 
toughness.
 “The importance of the U.S. 
Army Combatives is that it helps 
build individual fitness, con-
fidence and mental strength,” 
said Jenkins. “The benefit of this 
program is to help instill the 
Warrior Ethos mentality with 
the never quit attitude, never 
leave a fallen comrade and place 
the mission first.”

 The 40-hour course tests par-
ticipants from varying physical 
fitness levels, experiences and 
backgrounds. Jenkins stated that 
endurance and mental intensity 
- not solely physical strength 
- are paramount in successful 
hand-to-hand combat.
 “The most challenging part of 
the course has been keeping up 
with the physical training and 
staying on my toes at all times,” 
said Torres. “Especially remem-
bering my techniques when 
you’re physically and mentally 
exhausted.” The enemy doesn’t 

care if you’re tired, he added.
 Training others is just what 
Soldiers and Airmen like Cruz 
hope to take back with their new 
skillset.
 “What I hope to get out of the 
course is a better understanding 
on how to defeat opponents 
using hand-to-hand combat,” 
said Cruz. “This has been a great 
opportunity to learn from the 
U.S. Army Combatives program 
and I look forward to taking this 
new set of skills and knowledge 
learned to my fellow Airmen.”
 The Modern Army Combat-

ives Program started in 1995 
with the 2nd Ranger Battalion. 
It has been incorporated into 
the new TC 3-25.150, the Army 
Ground Fighting Techniques 
publication, and Basic Combat-
ives is one of the Forty Warrior 
Core Tasks of the Warrior Ethos 
initiative.
 “What we’re teaching these 
Soldiers and Airman today is 
quite simple and that is to be 
confident and mentally prepared 
to defeat their enemy if needed 
in hand to hand combat,” said 
Jenkins.

(U.S. Army photos by Cpt. Adan Cazarez)

U.S. Soldiers and Airmen conduct warm up drills as part of 
a Combatives Course exercise at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Hawaii, Feb. 21.

A U.S. Army Soldier takes down an U.S. Air Force 
Airman during a U.S. Army Combatives course.

Airmen and Soldiers optimize mission readiness 
by enhancing the Army’s Combatives program



NOTICE
18 MUNS Closure for Semi-Annual 
100% Inventory
The 18th MUNS will be closed for the week of 
March 3-8 in support of the Semi-Annual 100% 
Inventory.  During this time, only emergency 
munitions requests will be processed and must be 
submitted in writing and approved by the group 
commander IAW AFI 21-201.  Call Munitions 
Operations at 632-5252 with any questions.

New Hours of Operation for 
Reenlistment and Extensions office 
in the MPF effective Feb 11
Starting Feb 11, the Reenlistment and Extensions 
office in the MPF will have appointments and 
walk-in times.
*0730 – 0900 Appointments
Retentions counseling to include explaining 
members options for retainability, verifying 
eligibility, and solving any retainability issues/
matters. Reenlistment and extension worksheet 
pick-up and drop-off. 
*0900 – 1200 Walk-ins 
Reenlistment contract pick-up and drop off.
*1200 – 1500 Appointments
Retentions counseling to include explain 
members options for retainability, verifying , 
and solving any retainability issues/matters. 
Reenlistment and extension worksheet pick-up 
and drop-off.*
To make an appointment or for any emergency 
assistance outside the appointment or walk-in 
times please call 634-7038 or 634-7261.

INFORMATION
Kadena Tax Center
Tax Season is here!!  Free tax preparation by 
trained volunteers is offered at the Kadena Tax 
Center, Bldg. 1460 on Wilkins Street, located 
behind Eagle Hardware.
Tax Season Office Hours:
· 18 February - 14 June: Mon - Fri 0900-1130 & 
1300-1400 (Drop off & Appointments)
· Mon, Tues & Wed 1500-1600 (Appointments are 

available for teachers only)
Closed for lunch daily at 1130-1300.
Closed Holidays and PACAF Family Days: 4, 18, 
19 February & 27, 28 May 2019.
Appointments by availability, call 634-7418
Bring in the following required documentation to 
complete your Tax Return:
- DOD/Military Identification card / - Power of 
Attorney (if electronic filing on behalf of your 
spouse) / - Social Security Card(s) / - Bank 
Routing and Account Number(s) / - Form W-2 
(from all employers); 1099-R (from pensions 
and annuities) / - Form 1099-INT (interest 
earned); 1099-DIV (dividends earned)* / - Form 
1099-B (Sale of stocks/mutual funds)* / - IRA 
contributions* / - Rental Property (includes total 
income, mortgage interest, taxes, insurance)* / - 
Child care cost/providers receipt* / - Form 1098-
T and Education related expenses* / - Foreign 
Employer’s information (name, address, amount 
earned)* / - Copy of your 2017 Federal and State 
Income Tax Return         * If applicable
Don’t have time to wait?  We offer a drop off 
service.  Just bring in all your tax documents and 
we will call you when your tax return is ready for 
review.

Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency on 
Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an 
office phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, 
dial 098-911-1911, or from an office phone, dial 
911.

2019 Total Air Force Sexual Assault 
and Suicide Prevention
The 2019 Total Air Force Sexual Assault and 
Suicide Prevention Program is coming your way. 
New classes, New Curriculum, New Materials, 
and a New Team for 2019. For more information 
contact your WG/CSVP – MSgt Jennifer G. 
Malone @ 634-4870

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, you 
may seek IG assistance to determine if the 
complaint should be filed with the IG. You 
can file a complaint if you reasonably believe 
inappropriate conduct has occurred or a 
violation of law, policy, procedures, or regulation 
has been committed.  Complete the personnel 
data information on an AF Form 102 and briefly 
outline the facts and relevant information related 
to the issue or complaint. List the allegations of 
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and provide 
supporting narrative detail and documents later, 
when interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should answer 
who committed the violation; what violation was 
committed; what law, regulation, procedures, or 
policy was violated; when did the violation occur.  
Help is available: Call your Kadena IG office at 
634-7622 for Maj Sarabia, 634-1109 for SMSgt 
Southern, 634-2768 for Mrs. Korpinen, or leave a 
message on the Kadena Fraud, Waste, & Abuse 
(FWA) Hotline at 634-0404.

AADD: We Get You Home Safe
Did you drink tonight? Made a plan but it’s falling 
through? Can’t catch a cab? If any of this applies 
to you, call AADD. Don’t risk it all, when you can 
get a ride home for free. To contact AADD from 
a cell phone number, dial 098-961-1110 and ask 
for the USO, or dial DSN: 634-3889. We’re open 
Fridays and Saturdays at the USO (gate 2) from 
2200 to 0100 and we’re here to help.   If you have 
any questions and/or concerns, please email our 
Org Box or contact us on Facebook: Kadena AB 
A2D2

Okinawa 2019 International College 
Fair held at OCSI
International College Fair open to all at OCSI, 
March 12, from 2 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Explore 
college opportunities from around the world!  
http://ocsi.org/college-fair/

UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Kadena SAPR as we host the 
Safe Helpline Roadshow
Please join Kadena SAPR as we host the Safe 
Helpline Roadshow on Thursday, March 14 at 
the Schilling Community Center’s Ballroom. 
There will be two sessions available with the 
first from 1200 -1300 and the second from 
1400-1500. The Safe Helpline Team will describe 
how their agency provides support to sexual 
assault survivors, family/friends of survivors, first 
responders & SAPR teams across the DOD. Units 
& work centers email 18wg.sarc@us.af.mil to 
reserve seating. Individual seating is first come, 
first serve; call 634-0180 for more info.
 
LGBT Pride Month Volunteer Meeting
The LGBT Pride Month Committee is looking 
for volunteers.  If you would like to be involved, 
please come to our first volunteer meeting on 
March 7 at 1530 in Bldg. 128 (EO) Training Room.  
For more information, or if you would like to get 
involved but are unable to attend, please contact 
Master Sgt. Kris Johnsen at 634-2073 or kristian.
johnsen@us.af.mil or Capt. Sierra-Kwandham at 
michelle.g.sierrakwandham.mil@mail.mil

Air Force Officer Assignment 
Management Town Hall: Talent 
Marketplace
For Kadena Officers (O-5 and below): The 18th 
Force Support Squadron, Military Personnel 
Flight, will be conducting three Town Halls to 
provide information and answer questions on 
the Talent Marketplace assignment management 
system.  If you are on the upcoming winter 
2019-2020 VML, come get informed on how to 
provide inputs towards your next assignment.  
All AFSCs (excluding JAG) will be utilizing Talent 
Marketplace. The Town Halls will be held at the 
following locations and dates: 
Kadena Officers’ Club Ballroom: March 5  (1100-
1200) 
909th Auditorium: March 6  (1400-1500) 
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18th OSS Auditorium: March 7  (0900-1000)
 
EFMP Special Needs Parent Support 
Group, Seek Okinawa Synergy
“Seeking Okinawa Synergy” (S.O.S) EFMP, 
Special Needs Parents Group welcomes families 
with extraordinary children to come and share 
resources, experience, network, and grow while 
part of the Okinawa community. The group will 
meet the first Wednesday of every month from 12 
p.m. – 1 p.m. at the Airman and Family Readiness 
Center, Building 220. The Support Group will offer 
monthly speakers with such topics as dealing 
with stress and anxiety, resiliency. Come and See! 
For more information or to volunteer, contact Mr. 
Jeffrey Sweeney at 634-3366 or email jeffrey.
sweeney.1@us.af.mil / tresca.ramtahal@us.af.mil 

Kadena SAPR office is accepting 
applications for the March 2019 
Volunteer Victim Advocate 40-hr Course
The Kadena Sexual Assault Prevention & 
Response office is  looking for motivated and 
committed individuals to attend the required 40-
hour course March 18-22. To apply, view ‘NEW 
VVA Applicant Instructions’ on our sharepoint 
page https://kadena.eis.pacaf.af.mil/18WG/
W S A / S A P R / Vo l u n t e e r % 2 0 V i c t i m % 2 0
Advocate%20Application/Forms/AllItems.aspx 
.  Completed applications must be submitted to 
18wg.sarc@us.af.mil and angela.tocci@us.af.mil 
NLT COB March 13.

18th Dental Squadron to host 2nd 
Annual Give Kids a Smile event
On Friday, April 5th there will be an all-day 
children’s clinic for Active Duty Dependents 
eligible for care on Kadena ages 0-10 to receive 
their annual dental exam and cleaning as well 
as limited sealants and fillings on a first come, 
first served basis.  To guarantee your child’s 
appointment pre-register by calling or stopping 
by the Pediatric Dentistry Front Desk beginning 
Thursday, March 28 thru Thursday, April 4 
between the hours of 8-9 a.m. and Noon-1 p.m.  
For more information, contact 630-4260/4902.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Read Across America Family Fun 
Night Volunteers Needed
Bob Hope Primary School is looking for 
volunteers to help run the Read Across America 
Family Fun Night from 4:30 – 7:00 p.m. on March 

1. Volunteers can help with set up, handing out 
food, running games for kids, and cleaning up 
after the event. For questions or to volunteer 
please contact Ms. Elisha Brookover at elisha.
brookover@dodea.edu.

Kadena High School needed for 
Volunteer Native Speakers
Kadena High School is seeking volunteer native 
Spanish and French speakers to engage in 
conversational practice with students. This 
is a great opportunity to volunteer and help 
our students develop their language skills. 
Civilian attire is appropria te. Military spouses, 
non-military and civilians are also welcomed to 
participate in this opportunity. The volunteer days 
are March 29, April 19, May 24.  Spanish speaking 
volunteers are needed between 0814-1405.  
French speaking volunteers are needed between 
0720-1000. You will have the option to sign up for 
one or multiple time slots.  
Spanish Speakers sign up: https://goo.gl/forms/
cuAEiHdM7lJiBah72  
French Speakers sign up: https://goo.gl/forms/
MunU9DWtCZzDsp7s1
Call for more info 634-1216 or email: Jason.
Gusler@pac.dodea.edu 

Kadena High School Football Program
The Kadena High School football program is 
looking for volunteers that would like to help with 
its weightlifting program. Volunteers would be 
assigned one day a week from Feb 25 through 
May 25, to come in and monitor the prescribed 
workout for correct form, effort and safety. There 
would be no more commitment than one day per 
week for about 60-80 minutes per day unless 
the volunteer would choose to do more. The 
workouts would last from 1420-1540 on Mondays 
through Fridays. Volunteers would motivate the 
athletes through their workouts, helping students 
write down their weight/sets/reps in their logs, 
and ensure proper form and safety.  The students 
will be on a prescribed program but extra 
activities could be added if they finish early or 
feel that they could benefit from more exercises. 
This will be great opportunity for community 
members to earn volunteer hours and resume 
experience. If you are interested, please contact 
Coach Mendoza at sergio.mendoza@pac.dodea.
edu.  A volunteer packet and background check 
will be required.

STEAM Day presenters
Bob Hope Primary School will host our annual 
STEAM Day on Wednesday, April 24 from 0830-
1430.  We are looking for volunteers to present 
25 minute sessions in the areas of Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math (STEAM).  
Your audience will be students in Kindergarten, 
First Grade and Second Grade.  For more details 
or inquiries, please contact  Deborah.fussell@
pac.dodea.edu 

Bob Hope Primary School, 
Kindergarten 100th Day Celebration
The Bob Hope Primary School on Kadena Air Base 
is hosting its Kindergarten 100th Day Celebration.  
Volunteers are needed Monday, February 25th 
from 8:30-12:00,  to help with setting up tables, 
100 day games and 
chairs, running games 
for the students and 
clean-up of all tables, 
chairs and games (all 
with staff guidance).  
This event will take 
place outdoors, 
indoors for inclement 
weather.  A Light 
breakfast and lunch 
will be served to all 
volunteers. To volunteer 
please contact Ms. 
Page Williamson at 
09068687852 or email 
page.williamson@pac.
dodea.edu .  

Kadena Middle School Military 
Mentor Monday
Kadena Middle Shool is looking for mentors 
who are willing and able to assist/support 
middle school students in academics and age-
appropriate social interactions. “The intent of the 
Military Mentor Monday Program or (MMMP) is to 
build an on-going relationship between our local 
military community and DoDEA schools as well 
as provide positive role models to the students” 
(Pacific South Continuous School Improvement, 
2019). This will take place at KDMS in various 
locations on the campus. Volunteers are needed 
every Monday to assist between 0730-1430. To 
volunteer please contact Ms. Traci Cooper at 
Traci.Cooper@dodea.edu or call 632-0217
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JASDF C-130H 
Hercules prepare to 
resume operations for 
COPE North 19

Lance Cpl. William Burkle, with 3rd 
Law Enforcement Battalion, 3rd Marine 
Expeditionary Force sweeps the area for 
explosive devices with his K-9 partner 
Bbaldur at Combat Town, Okinawa, Feb. 21. 
U.S. Marines utilize K-9 units to help sniff out 
possible bombs in the area as well as swiftly 
take out a target on command. 

U.S. Air Force Airmen 
prepare to fly on a Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force C-130H 
Hercules from the 401st 
Tactical Airlift Squadron, 
Japan, at Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam, in 
preparation to resume the 
humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief portion 
of COPE North. on Feb 25.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Austin Weck) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Xavier Navarro) 

JASDF C-130H 
Hercules prepare to 
resume operations for 
COPE North 19


