
Always 
There

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Matthew Seefeldt) 

An E-3 Sentry from the 961st Airborne Air Control Squadron 
refuels with a KC-135 Stratotanker from the 909th Air 
Refueling Squadron July 10, during a training exercise 
out of Kadena Air Base. The Sentry provides all-weather 
surveillance, command, control, and communications in 
support of a free-and-open Indo-Pacific. 
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Airman 1st Class James Scifres, 
F-15C Eagle assistant dedicated crew 
chief assigned to the 44th Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit, communicates 
to a pilot to hold the brakes July 2, 
on Kadena Air Base. The life of a 
dedicated crew chief requires non-stop 
dedication, day and night, to maintain 
air-to-air combat superiority. 

Airmen 1st Class Alfredo Cruz Perez, left, and Randall Petri, right, review a 
technical order July 2.

Airman 1st Class Hannah Cayton, F-15C Eagle assistant dedicated crew chief 
assigned to the 44th Aircraft Maintenance Unit, cleans an aircraft during pre-
flight inspections July 2.

1st Lt. Kevin McCombs, F-15C Eagle fighter pilot assigned to the 44th Fighter 
Squadron, exits an aircraft July 2, on Kadena Air Base.

44th Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit Crew Chiefs

By Senior Airman Jonathan 
Valdes Montijo
673d Air Base Wing Public Affairs
7/11/2019 - JOINT BASE ELMEN-
DORF-RICHARDSON, Alaska — U.S. 
Air Force Maj. Gen. Lee E. Payne, the 
Defense Health Agency Assistant Direc-
tor for Combat Support, and Military 
Health System Electronic Health Record 
Functional Champion, visited Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, July 9.
 Payne highlighted the new electronic 
health record MHS Genesis and what 
some of the changes associated with it will 
be.
 According to www.health.mil, one 
of the missions of the MHS is to ensure 
America’s 1.4 million active duty and 
331,000 reserve-component personnel 

are healthy so they can complete their 
national security mission.
Some of the benefits include:
• Faster and better management of 

chronic, complex, and time-sensitive 
conditions

• Automated, real-time clinical decision 
support for doctors and care providers

• Increased patient engagement capa-
bilities that allow patients to directly 
communicate with their providers

• Lower overall maintenance costs for 
legacy systems

• Full compliance with the Department 
of Defense’s cybersecurity requirements

 As the functional champion, Payne 
mentioned he is the community’s link 
to the new program’s office and Defense 
Health Agency.

 “I have listened to all of you about 
quality, safety and the problems the record 
system has,” said Payne. “We have a team 
at the DHA that manages the record on a 
day-to-day basis, and is working every day 
to improve the interface with providers 
and patients.”
 The new electronic health record, MHS 
Genesis, integrates all aspects of care and 
is integral in provision and coordination 
of safe, quality care. It connects medical 
and dental information across the contin-
uum of care, whether on the battlefield or 
at home in the military hospital.
 In addition, it empowers the military 
health enterprise, enabling the MHS to 
be a high-reliability organization. With 
the deployment of MHS Genesis, many 
changes will be experienced by the pro-
vider and beneficiary audiences, as the 
MHS becomes a more integrated system 
of health and readiness.

 Payne emphasized MHS Genesis, 
which is scheduled to roll out September 
2020, will have its challenges.
 “We are here to tell you about the 
beginnings and complexities of this 
journey, what we need to do collectively, 
and what you all need to do specifically,” 
Payne said. “We all need to pay attention 
to this process in order to be as successful 
as possible.”
 He also expressed his desires and 
expectations for MHS Genesis, and en-
couraged everyone to approach it with a 
positive attitude.
 “My intent is to make you excited 
about MHS Genesis,” said Payne. “I think 
it’s going to bring us more capabilities, de-
liver safer health care, and push us into the 
future with our partnership with Veterans 
Affairs. Get excited about this, help your 
people get excited about it, and let’s make 
this as successful as possible.”

MDG experiences dose of Payne

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Cynthia Belío) 
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In conjunction with the American Consulate General Naha, 18th Contracting Squadron is hosting 
the Okinawa-First Vendor Showcase July 12, at Kadena Air Base. The purpose of the “Okinawa 
First” Vendor Showcase is to introduce the U.S. military-affiliated purchasing agents on Okinawa 
to the local business community, giving an opportunity to local companies showcase the types of 
goods and services they offer. By providing a “one-stop shop,” the event also allows companies 
to identify which offices might be potential customers and begin to learn about how to reach out to 
these organizations.

Okinawa 
Vendor 
Showcase

By Staff Sgt. Courtney 
Dotson-Essett
434th Aerial Refueling Wing Public Affairs
7/11/2019 - GRISSOM AIR RESERVE 
BASE, Ind. —  The Department of 
Defense delayed the implementation of a 
policy that would limit a service member’s 
ability to share education benefits with 
family members.
 The policy, originally slated to take 

effect July 12, will discontinue the transfer 
benefit for members with 16 years or 
more of service.
 The implementation has been delayed 
until January 12, 2020, giving long-serv-
ing members more time to transfer their 
education benefits to spouses or depen-
dents.
 Currently, members who serve a min-
imum of six years and commit to serving 

another four years can transfer their 
education benefits to dependents.
 Those who agree to four additional 
years but who are unable to complete 
them because of a service-connected in-
jury, medical discharge or receive a waiver 
can also keep their transfer benefits.
 If a service member has more than 16 
years of service after January 12, 2020, he 
or she will not be able to transfer GI bill 

benefits.
 Purple Heart recipients will be able to 
transfer any unused benefits regardless of 
years of service.
 “This extension will be significant for 
our Airmen, or any service member, with 
longer careers,” said Senior Master Sgt. 
Adam Oswalt, 434th Air Refueling Wing 
training technician. “It gives them more 
time to make an informed decision or 
start the transfer process.”
 To learn more about education bene-
fits, visit: https://www.va.gov/education/

DoD delays Post 9/11 GI Bill changes
(U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Benjamin Sutton) 
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Leaders of 
MWHS-1 tour 
Japan Coast 
Guard

Lt. Col. Nicholas D. Waldron, the commanding 
officer of Marine Wing Headquarters Squadron 
1, and Sgt. Maj. Jeffery D. Durham, the sergeant 
major of MWHS-1, present a plaque to the Japan 
Coast Guard on Okinawa, July 10. Four Marines 
were swept away from shore by a strong ocean 
current while swimming at Mermaids Grotto, a 
popular Okinawan swimming spot. The Japan 
Coast Guard was notified of the incident and 
responded immediately. Three of the Marines 
were able to swim back to shore while one 
was rescued by the Japan Coast Guard. The 
Marines belonged to MWHS-1, 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing. Waldron and Durham visited and 
presented a plaque to the Japan Coast Guard 
as a token of their appreciation for their swift 
and valiant response, resulting in saving a 
Marine’s life.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Ryan Persinger) 

By DoDEA Pacific
7/12/2019 — Three area Department of Defense Edu-
cation Activity middle schools will have new principals 
when students return to classes after summer vacation.

Ms. Mynda Massey-Vu-
kovic has been selected 
as the principal of 
Kadena Middle School.  
Ms. Massey-Vukovic 
previously served as an 
Assistant Principal in the 
Europe East District.  In 
her 25 year career, she 
has amassed a wealth of 
knowledge in the areas of 
leadership, curriculum 
and instruction, staff 
development, teacher 
mentoring and student 

success programming. Massey-Vukovic holds two 
Masters Degrees (Curriculum and technology and 

Educational Leadership) and is currently in the Dis-
sertation phase of her PhD in Educational Leadership, 
Management and Policy.

Ms. Lee Mik has been 
selected as the principal 
of Ryukyu Middle 
School. Most recently, 
Ms. Mik had served as 
the assistant principal of 
Ryukyu Middle School. 
In her more than 30 
years in education she 
has served in many roles 
while working with the 
Department of Defense 
and Education Activity. 
Ms. Mik graduated from 
the University of Ken-

tucky, University of Louisville and Western Kentucky 
University.  She earned her Master’s Degree in Educa-
tion from Western Kentucky University and Educa-

tional Administrative & Superintendent endorsements 
from the University of Louisville.

Ms. Nedra Jones has 
been selected as the 
principal of Lester 
Middle School.  She 
previously served as the 
Lester Middle School 
Acting Principal. Jones 
attended   Mississippi 
Valley State University 
where she received 
a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Elementary and 
Secondary Education 
with a Minor in Special 
Education.  She received 

a Universal Special Education Certification from the 
University of Houston in Houston, Texas and a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Educational Leadership and Research 
from the University of Southern Mississippi.

Ms. Mynda Massey-Vukovic has been 
selected as the principal of Kadena 
Middle School.

Ms. Lee Mik has been selected as the 
principal of Ryukyu Middle School.

Ms. Nedra Jones has been selected as 
the principal of Lester Middle School.
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By Lt. Adagray Willis
Amphibious Squadron 11
7/12/2019 - TASMAN SEA — Leg-
end-class U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Stratton 
(WMSL 752) and Arleigh Burke-class 
guided-missile destroyer USS McCamp-
bell (DDG 85) joined the Wasp Expedi-
tionary Strike Group (ESG) for exercise 
Talisman Sabre 2019.
 Along with the Wasp-class amphibious 
assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1), San 
Antonio-class amphibious transport 
dock USS Green Bay (LPD 20), Whidbey 
Island-class amphibious dock landing 
ship USS Ashland (LSD 48), Stratton and 
McCampbell will participate as members 
of the Wasp ESG through the end of July.
 “Adding an Arleigh Burke DDG and 
Legend-class cutter to our strike group im-
proves our lethality and makes us an even 
more capable fighting team,” said Rear 
Admiral Fred W. Kacher, commander, 
Expeditionary Strike Group 7. “Talisman 
Sabre allows us to sharpen our warfighting 
skills with some of our longest standing 
allies and great friends in the region. The 
diversity and versatility of the force we've 
amassed for this exercise gives us a unique 
opportunity to broaden our mutual under-
standing and strengthen our commitment 
to each other and the Indo-Pacific region.”
 As one of the newest and most capable 
Legend-class ships, Stratton recently 
relieved USCGC Bertholf (WMSL 750) 
in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations to 
continue the U.S. Coast Guard’s presence 
abroad.
 “As one of the five armed forces of the 
United States, the Coast Guard supports 
defense operations as part of the National 

Fleet and Joint Services,” said Capt. Ralph 
Little, commanding officer of the Bertholf. 
“Talisman Sabre 19 and the 2019 deploy-
ments of Stratton and Bertholf help ensure 
interoperability and economy of force in 
worldwide defense missions.”
 Talisman Sabre 2019 will be the eighth 
iteration of the biennial exercise. With 
over 34,000 U.S. and Australian partici-

pants, the exercise will enable the partners 
to conduct operations in a combined, joint 
and interagency environment that will 
increase both countries' ability to plan and 
execute contingency responses, from com-
bat missions to humanitarian assistance 
efforts.
 Wasp Expeditionary Strike Group, with 
embarked forces from 3rd Marine Division 

and 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, is 
preparing to participate in Talisman Sabre 
2019 off the coast of Northern Australia. 
A bilateral, biennial event, Talisman Sabre 
is designed to improve U.S. and Australian 
combat training, readiness and interoper-
ability through realistic, relevant training 
necessary to maintain regional security, 
peace and stability.

The U.S. Navy Nimitz-class aircraft carrier 
USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) leads a 
formation of 17 other ships from the U.S. 
Navy, U.S. Coast Guard, Royal Australian 
Navy, Royal Canadian Navy and Japan 
Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) 
during Talisman Sabre 2019, July 11.

 (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jason Tarleton) 
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By Senior Airman Ashley 
Maldonado-Suarez 
U.S. Army Pacific Public Affairs Office
7/10/2019 - SHOALWATER 
BAY, QLD, Australia — The 
U.S. Armed Forces, along with 
the Australian Defence Force, 
New Zealand Defence Force and 
Japan Defence Force, conducted 
high mobility artillery rocket 
system training in Queensland, 
Australia, during Exercise Talis-
man Sabre 2019, July 8.
 TS19 is a U.S. Indo-Pacific 
Command-sponsored exercise 
that trains USINDOPACOM and 
the ADF across hi-end, mid-in-
tensity warfighting scenarios in-
volving a Combined Task Force.

 “It’s an opportunity to 
showcase a capability the U.S. is 
developing for the Pacific, which 
is a highly mobile rocket system,” 
said U.S. Marine Corps Col. 
Michael Roach, 12th Marines 
commanding officer. “More 
importantly, what I think we’ve 
gained is reinforcing interoper-
ability and friendships between 
the U.S. and Australian alliance 
within the Pacific.”
 TS19, which runs from late 
June to early August, is a bilateral 
military training exercise with 
more than 34,000 U.S. and Aus-
tralian military personnel.
 Roach said an exercise like this 
takes a great deal of planning. It 

happens every two years and is 
the culmination of American 
and Australian partners working 
together to train thousands of 
service members.
 “I think the most important 
thing gained from exercises like 
Talisman Sabre is operating in 
a joint environment, having 
multiple systems, countries and 
services integrate and communi-
cate with each other to achieve a 
unified goal,” Roach said.
 The training demonstrated 
the insertion of aircraft and 
HIMARS belonging to the U.S. 
Army and Marine Corps under 
the command and control of the 
ADF.

 HIMARS from both III 
Marine Expeditionary Force and 
2nd Infantry Division, Division 
Artillery, with an element from 
the 17th Fires Brigade demon-
strated the flexibility and lethality 
of the joint-force during TS19. 
U.S. Marine Corps KC-130J and 
U.S. Air Force C-130s carried 
U.S. Army and Marine Corps 
HIMARS to execute a realistic 
mission.
 This aerial insertion artillery 
raid gave commanders the abil-
ity to rapidly deploy and extend 
range precision strike capability 
to shape the battle space and 
engage high-value targets.
 “It’s not all the time that we 

actually get to do these things, 
but the fact that we’re out here 
getting to shoot these rockets, 
having a good time with every-
one else, is something that we are 
taking to heart and honoring,” 
said U.S. Marine Corps LCpl. 
Brice Bowles, 5th Battalion, 11th 
Marines M142 HIMARS motor 
vehicle operator.
 Exercises like TS19 provide 
realistic, relevant training neces-
sary to maintain and strengthen 
regional security, peace and 
stability. TS19 also provides 
effective and intense training to 
ensure U.S. Forces are combat 
ready, capable, interoperable, and 
deployable on short notice. 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Ashley Maldonado) 

Exercise Talisman Sabre 2019 HIMARS
A live-fire demonstration 
was performed during 
Exercise Talisman Sabre 
2019 (TS19), July 8.

United States, Australian, New Zealand and Japanese service members gather after a live-fire 
demonstration during Exercise Talisman Sabre 2019 (TS19), July 8.



J U LY  19 ,  2 0198 S A M U R A I  G A T E

By Lance Cpl. 
Christopher Madero
Marine Corps Installations Pacific
7/14/2019 - MARINE CORPS AIR 
STATION FUTENMA — Marine Corps 
Air Station (MCAS) Futenma hosted the 
2019 Okinawa Futenma Bike Race for 
the local and military community July 14 
on MCAS Futenma, Okinawa.
 The starting line was crowded with cy-
clists on edge and eager to hear the crack 
of a starting pistol. The blank round was 
fired, the timer started, and the cyclists 
took off. Friends and families cheered 
on their loved ones as they departed 
from the start line to negotiate their way 
through Futenma’s runways.
 175 participants; a mix of Status of 
Forces Agreement personnel and Oki-
nawan community members participat-
ed in the 2019 Futenma bike race.
 Participants competing on road bikes 
took a 44 kilometer route, whereas par-
ticipants on mountain bikes took on a 22 
kilometer route.

 The airfield was closed for a 24-hour 
period to allow competitors to test the 
runways surface. Marine Corps aviation 
technologies were displayed for all 
participants to enjoy as they continued 
throughout the race's route.
 Every rider that made their way past 
the finish line was greeted with applause 
and cheers from the audience that await-
ed their finish.
 “I think this a great opportunity to 
host people aboard the air station to get 
people out and exercise,” said Col. David 
Steele, dedicated tri-athlete, command-
ing officer of MCAS Futenma, and com-
petitor in the race. “Friendship through 
sport is a big part of what Marine Corps 
Community Services and Futenma wants 
to do”
 The event was hosted by Marine Corps 
Community Services, a comprehensive 
set of programs that support and enhance 
the operational readiness, war fighting 
capabilities, and life quality of Marines, 
their families, retirees and civilians. 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Christopher A. Madero) 

 (U.S. Marine Corps photos by Cpl. Jamin M. Powell) 

2019 Okinawa 
Futenma Bike Race

Cyclists race against one 
another on Marine Corps Air 
Station Futenma, July 14, 

^U.S. Marines rush into the Medical 
Simulation Training Center for their 
final evaluation after a Tactical Combat 
Casualty Care course on Camp 
Hansen, Okinawa, July 11. The MSTC 
trains Marines, throughout III Marine 
Expeditionary Force, in Combat Life 
Saving, TCCC and other field medical 
courses with the mission of eliminating 
preventable deaths on the battlefield.

^   U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Jacob Garrido, 
left, performs tactical field care while 
Hospital Corpsman 1st Class Hussein 
Taaha assesses his performance at the 
end of a Tactical Combat Casualty Care 
course on Camp Hansen.

2019 Okinawa 
Futenma Bike Race

3rd Medical Battalion 
Trains Marines from 
around III MEF TCCC
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SMDC’s 2019 regional Best Warriors descend 
on Colorado Springs to compete for top honors
By Carrie Campbell
U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Com-
mand/Army Forces Strategic Command
7/15/2019 - PETERSON AIR FORCE 
BASE, Colorado — Eight of the U.S. 
Army Space and Missile Defense Com-
mand/Army Forces Strategic Command’s 
top warriors faced off this week to deter-
mine who would be the command’s 2019 
Best Warriors.
 The command’s regional winners 
descended on Peterson Air Force Base 
and Fort Carson to compete in a variety 
of Soldier skills for the command’s Best 
Warrior Competition, July 8-12.
 “These Soldiers are the future. They 
really gave their all,” said Command 
Sgt. Maj. Finis A. Dodson, USASMDC/
ARSTRAT’s command sergeant major. 
“I’m proud of each and every one of them. 
And on behalf of SMDC, you should be 
proud of them. Because these are our Sol-
diers. They represent us. These are your 
Soldiers.”
 Facing off were four noncommissioned 
officers and four Soldiers: Sgt. Roberto 
Arazia and Spc. Zachary Petersen, Com-
pany A, 53rd Signal Battalion, 1st Space 
Brigade, Fort Detrick, Maryland, Eastern 
Region; Sgt. Chayse Burns, Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 53rd Signal 
Battalion, 1st Space Brigade, Fort Carson, 
Colorado, and Spc. Adam Lamont, Head-
quarters and Headquarters Company, 1st 
Space Brigade, Fort Carson, Western Re-
gion; Spc. Brandon Eastman, Company E, 
53rd Signal Battalion, 1st Space Brigade, 
Okinawa, Japan, and Spc. Jared Geurts, 
Company D, 53rd Signal Battalion, 1st 
Space Brigade, Wahiawa, Hawaii, Pacific 

Region; and Sgt. Kyle Swartz, Joint Tacti-
cal Ground Station-European Command, 
Siganella, Italy, and Spc. Tanner Ander-
son, Company C, 53rd Signal Battalion, 
Landstuhl, Germany, European Region.
 “Everyone did a great job. There are no 
losers in this event. They are all winners,” 
Dodson said. “Keep pushing everybody 
else, and keep pushing each other. This is 
what the Army is about.”
 The winners were announced during 
a ceremony July 12 at the command’s 
operational headquarters on Peterson 
Air Force Base. The NCO Best Warrior 
is Burns and the Soldier Best Warrior is 
Anderson.
 The competition consisted of the 
Army Physical Fitness Test, day and night 
land navigation, Army Warrior Tasks 
and Battle Drills, 12-mile ruck march, 
combatives, obstacle course, weapons 
qualification, written common Soldier 
knowledge examination, written essay, 
Equal Opportunity event, TC3 medical 
lanes, SHARP test, M249 event, media 
event, and an appearance in front of a 
board consisting of command sergeants 
major from across the command.
 Anderson said it felt great to win.
 “It was a tough competition out there; 
it was a great competition,” Anderson 
said. “A lot of really good guys out there. 
I’m glad I was able to come out on top.”
 Burns agreed saying it had been a hard 
week.
 “I feel excellent. I feel like all of us 
put our best foot forward,” Burns said. 
“Somebody had to come out on top, and 
I’m happy that it was me.”
 He said combatives was his favorite 

event.
 “I like getting in there. Rolling and 
fighting is a pretty fun thing for me,” 
Burns said. “None of the events were really 
super terrible, but the ruck was definitely 
challenging. The competition was great, 
and I loved it.”
 Anderson said the ruck was his favorite 
event.
 “My favorite event, because it was the 
toughest, was definitely the ruck for me 
just because it was the most taxing on my 
body,” Anderson said. “I had fun with it 
because I was chasing the guys in front of 
me. It was a good time.”

 Burns and Anderson will represent the 
command in the U.S. Army Forces Com-
mand Best Warrior Competition Aug. 
17-22 at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. In 
the event that either competitor is unable 
to compete, the runners up, Swartz or 
Geurts, will compete at the next level, said 
Dodson.
 “One NCO and one Soldier are going 
to represent SMDC at FORSCOM,” Dod-
son said. “I want them to go up there and 
do great things and win.”
 Burns and Anderson both received 
Army Commendation Medals during the 
ceremony. 

(U.S. Army photo by Carrie David Campbell) 

Command Sgt. Maj. Finis Dodson, U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command/Army Forces Strategic Command 
command sergeant major, center, stands with SMDC’s 2019 Best Warriors, Sgt. Chayse Burns, left, and Spc. Tanner 
Anderson, right, July 12 at the command’s Peterson Air Force Base, Colorado, headquarters following the ceremony 
announcing their wins. Burns is assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 53rd Signal Battalion, 1st Space 
Brigade, Fort Carson, Colorado, and Anderson is assigned to Company C, 53rd Signal Battalion, Landstuhl, Germany.



NOTICE
Tricare Corner: Overseas Enrollment
All newborn and adopted children must be 
registered in DEERS within 120 days. To 
do this, the sponsor must go to a uniform 
services ID card office and present the child’s 
birth certificate, certificate of live birth from 
the hospital, record of adoption, or letter of 
placement of your child into your home by a 
recognized placement, adoption agency or 
the court. Once they are registered in DEERS, 
your child will be automatically enrolled 
in TOP Select. You will need to change or 
transfer your newborn’s enrollment to TOP 
Prime (if command sponsored) within 120 
days of birth or adoption. If you do not 
enroll within the 120-day period, your child 
will remain in TOP Select. If your child is 
registered in DEERS after the allotted time 
period, they will only be able to receive 
care on a space available basis at a military 
hospital or clinic, and a PCM will not be 
assigned to your child.  The sponsor can 
only enroll the child in an eligible TRICARE 
plan if they have a Qualifying Life Event or 
during the annual TRICARE Open Season. 
For more information, visit www.tricare.mil/
overseas or visit your local TRICARE office.
    
Partial Road Closure
Partial road on Douglas Blvd. (near Christos 
Ave. to near Bldg. 852) will be closed from 
June 3, 2019 to Jan 31, 2020, 24 hours daily. 
One lane in each direction will be open for 
traffic. For more information, contact Mr. 
Akira Fair at 634-4879.

POV Shipment Authorize
Effective immediately, Air Force members 
are authorized to ship a Privately Owned 
Vehicle on subsequent Permanent Change  
of Station orders from Okinawa/Japan 
when a member does not use the storage 
entitlement under JTR, para 0532. These 
members in this category can ship a car 

from Okinawa to their next Permanent 
Duty of Station, on a case by case basis.  
*Federal, state, local, and/or international 
requirements and cost therein fall entirely 
on the member.* Members must still visit 
TMO PPSO well in advance to coordinate 
this request, to ensure they are fully briefed 
on the entire process. For more information, 
contact TMO Personal Property at 632-0068.
 
AFSA Chapter 1553 Unit Membership 
Competition
The Air Force Sergeant’s Association (AFSA) 
Chapter 1553 is holding a membership 
drive/competition from July 1 to September 
30 with regular meetings scheduled during 
this period. Up to $500 is up for grabs to the 
unit(s) who most improves its membership. 
For more information, contact Donald Fisher 
at 632-5085.

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency 
Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-
5911, and from an office phone, dial 911. For 
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 
from an office phone, dial 911.

Think Before You Drink
Did you know there have 15 SOFA members 
caught drinking and driving in 2019. Don’t 
become a statistic. Think before you drink. 
Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers:  Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8) / Panda Taxi (off 
base) 098-937-8989. / Daiko 098-932-4035.
 
AADD: We Get You Home Safe
Did you drink tonight? Made a plan but it’s 
falling through? Can’t catch a cab? If any of 
this applies to you, call AADD. Don’t risk it 

all, when you can get a ride home for free. 
To contact AADD from a cell phone number, 
dial 098-961-1110 and ask for the USO, or 
dial DSN: 634-3889. We’re open Fridays and 
Saturdays at the USO (gate 2) from 2200 to 
0100 and we’re here to help.   If you have any 
questions and/or concerns, please email our 
Org Box or contact us on Facebook: Kadena 
AB A2D2

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the IG. 
You can file a complaint if you reasonably 
believe inappropriate conduct has occurred 
or a violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation has been committed.  Complete 
the personnel data information on an AF 
Form 102 and briefly outline the facts 
and relevant information related to the 
issue or complaint. List the allegations of 
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and 
provide supporting narrative detail and 
documents later, when interviewed by an 
IG person. Allegations should be written as 
bullets and should answer who committed 
the violation; what violation was committed; 
what law, regulation, procedures, or policy 
was violated; when did the violation occur.  
Help is available: Call your Kadena IG office 
at 634-7622 for Maj Sarabia, 634-2768 for 
SMSgt Aguirre, or leave a message on 
the Kadena Fraud, Waste, & Abuse (FWA) 
Hotline at 634-0404.

18th Wing Equal Opportunity
Do you face concerns of unlawful 
discrimination or sexual harassment? If 
so, Kadena AB leadership maintains a 
strict “zero-tolerance” policy pertaining to 
discriminatory behavior. If you feel you are 
being unlawfully discriminated against, to 
include sexual harassment, take action. 

We encourage members to use the chain 
of command first to resolve issues at the 
lowest level. However, you can also contact 
the EO office at 634-2571 to set up an 
appointment; or you may visit our office. 
Please note that the EO office will not accept 
a formal complaint more than 60 calendar 
days for military and 45 calendar days for 
civilian complaints after the alleged offense 
occurred without sufficient justification.

Safety Message Regarding Divers and 
UXOs
With peak diving season around the corner, 
it is imperative that divers are aware of 
the potential hazards of tampering with or 
recovering unexploded ordnance (UXO) 
within the waters of Okinawa, Japan. If any 
ordnance items are found in the waters, 
recreational divers should not relocate, 
recover, or touch said items. Individuals 
who recover these items risk potential 
harm to themselves or others in the area. 
Furthermore, transporting UXOs through 
residential areas and on/off installations 
risk the potential of creating an international 
incident if involved in either an accident or 
when stopped by local police. 

Mail Collection Box Locations on 
Kadena Air Base
For your letter mailing convenience, five 
mail drop box locations are available and 
their respective pickup schedules are below. 
Each letter must have the appropriate 
postage adhered to the letter before placing 
in the mail drop box. If postage is needed 
please visit the post office to purchase. 
Drive-up mailboxes and pick up times are 
listed below:
Nearby the Community Bank drive-through 
ATM (across from Schilling Community 
Center). Mail will be picked up Monday - 
Friday at 2:30 p.m. and on Saturday at 1230 
p.m. / Near the Fairchild Shoppette. Mail 
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will be picked up Monday - Friday at 2:36 
p.m., Sat at 12:36 p.m. / Near the Kadena 
Base Exchange main entrance, Mon - Fri 
2:43 p.m., Saturday 12:43 p.m. / Near the 
Kadena post office main entrance, Mon - Fri 
2:48 p.m., Saturday at 12:48 p.m. / Nearby 
Popeye’s Restaurant at Olympic Mail, Mon 
- Fri 2:53 p.m., Saturday at 12:53 p.m.  For 
more information, contact Nick Tolosa at 
634-7909.

Off Base: Soccer Game Event
Come see exciting Japan Kyushu Soccer 
League, Okinawa Derby Match, Okinawa SV 
vs. Kaiho Bank S.C. on Sunday, June 21, 1 
p.m. at Yomitan Athletic Field.  Admission 
is free, there will be food vendors and lucky 
draw for visitors!  www.facebook.com/
okinawasv2015

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Come volunteer at “The Wired Bean”
The Wired Bean is a home away from home 
for our junior enlisted and we need E-4s and 
above to volunteer to monitor the facility and 
check out equipment. Please sign up using 
the link below or email Melissa Rafferty for 
more information at rafferty515@yahoo.com.
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