
By Staff Sgt.
Cary Smith
378th AEW/PA
9/14/2020 - PRINCE SULTAN 
AIR BASE, Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia — Members of the 378th 
Air Expeditionary Wing per-
formed a hot pit refuel of F-15E 
Strike Eagles from the 332nd Air 
Expeditionary Wing, following a 
large formation flight in support 
of Exercise Desert Eagle at Prince 
Sultan Air Base, Kingdom of Sau-
di Arabia, Sept. 10.
 Exercise Desert Eagle was de-
signed to highlight the execution 
of agile combat employment and 

deliver air dominance within the 
U.S. Central Command area of re-
sponsibility. A U.S. Air Force KC-
135 Stratotanker, U.S. Air Force 
F-15C Eagles, F-15E Strike Ea-
gles, and Royal Saudi Air Force 
F-15SAs participated, highlight-
ing force integration and partner-
ship.
 Following the flight, F-15E 
Strike Eagles prepared for a rapid 
refuel at Prince Sultan Air Base.
 Rapid refuels allow mainte-
nance and logistics readiness Air-
men to receive the aircraft and 
quickly return pilots back to pro-
jecting air power in the region.

 “It is imperative that we be ag-
ile in our execution, more strate-
gic in our deterrence, and more 
resilient in our capability. Train-
ing with coalition partners is an 
imperative piece of that readi-
ness,” said Lt. Col. Fowler, 44th 
Expeditionary Fighter Squadron 
director of operations.
 Airmen from the 44th Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit and 378th Ex-
peditionary Logistics Readiness 
Squadron petroleum, oil and lu-
bricants section received the 
332nd F-15E Strike Eagles at the 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Peter Reft)

(U.S. Air National Guard courtesy photo) 

5th Air Force, USFJ commander visits Team Kadena

A U.S. Air Force F-15C Eagle flies over 
Saudi Arabia while participating in a 
large formation exercise, Sept. 10.

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Duncan C. Bevan)

^U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Kevin B. Schneider, U.S. Forces Japan and Fifth Air Force 
commander, and Airman 1st Class Jacob Janusz, 18th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
assistant dedicated crew chief, bump elbows during a recognition event Sept. 11, at 
Kadena Air Base.

^From left, Capt. Erik Earle, Capt. Chris Schimmel, Maj. Matt Valentino, Master Sgt. Brett 
Peterson, Capt. Jordan Gauvin, Chief Master Sgt. Michael George and Maj. Leon Rice pose 
in front of a KC-46A Pegasus on Sept. 8, at Kadena Air Base.

U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Kevin B. Schneider, U.S. Forces Japan 
and Fifth Air Force commander, engages in counter-COVID-19 
operations discussion with members of the future operations cell 
Sept. 11, at Kadena Air Base. Lt. Gen. Schneider visited Team 
Kadena in order to address topics of concern and receive feedback 
on how Airmen are overcoming pandemic-related issues.

Pease Airmen first to 
plan, execute coronets 
with KC- 46A Pegasus

By Staff Sgt. 
Charles Johnston
157th Air Refueling Wing
9/14/2020 - PEASE AIR NA-
TIONAL GUARD BASE, N.H.  
— Pease achieved another his-
toric first in military aerial re-
fueling.
 A year after the 157th Air 
Refueling Wing became the 
first Air National Guard unit in 
the country to field the KC-46A 
Pegasus, New Hampshire Air-
men helped plan and execute 
the new tanker’s first ever cor-
onet, a tactical air movement 
that typically involves multiple 
fighter aircraft.
 “A fighter has such a small 
gas tank, it can’t get to point 
A to point B without land-
ing or refueling midair,” said 
NHANG Capt. Josh Stewart, a 

planner assigned to the North-
east Tanker Task Force, the 
command responsible for the 
Aug. 21 coronet. 
 Five Navy F/A-18E Super 
Hornets were “dragged” or es-
corted and refueled by a KC-
46A from Volk Field, Wisconsin 
to Naval Air Station Lemoore, 
California, Steward said.
 Stewart is helping the Air 
Force develop standard operat-
ing procedures on how to best 
implement the next-generation 
tanker. “We are a perfect entity 
to be planning these coronets,” 
Stewart said. “We have three 
KC-46 qualified pilots and two 
qualified boom operators. It 
was important for us to volun-
teer and take these missions.”
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(U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Benjamin Sutton)

374th MXMFS Refurbishes CV-22 BladePEGASUS  FROM Page 1

^Airman 1st Class Jeffery Haws, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron water and 
fuel systems maintenance apprentice, and Staff Sgt. Steven Blakeley, 18th Civil 
Engineer Squadron water and fuel systems maintenance journeyman, perform 
an attachment swap on a compact track loader Aug. 20, at Kadena Air Base.

^Tech. Sgt. Julian Andes, and Staff Sgt. Daniel Anderson, 18th Civil Engineer 
Squadron structural craftsmen, inspect a hydraulic power pack that powers 
the hydraulic auger drill Aug. 20, at Kadena Air Base, Japan. The 18th CES is 
responsible for maintaining facilities and runways as well as performing repairs 
and construction projects both inside and outside. 

^Senior Airman Pierre Hall and Airman 1st Class Hector Martinez, who are 
both assigned to the 18th Civil Engineer Squadron as structural apprentices, 
unload a fiber reinforce polymer tool kit Aug. 20, at Kadena Air Base. 

 Not to be outdone, fellow 
NHANG Capt. Christopher Schim-
mel, the task force director, helped 
orchestrate the first official KC-46A 
transoceanic coronet Sept. 9. The 
milestone comprised an all-Pease 
aircrew and two tankers, which 
completed 16 refuelings for five F/A-
18s.
 “[Pease is], no kidding, writing 
the book on how to operate this new 
jet and knocking it out of the park,” 
said Maj. Alex Nutting, coronet 
branch chief for the 618th Air Oper-
ations Center. 
 The goal is to keep improving the 
cornet process, Stewart said. Building 

on lessons learned from the first two 
coronets, the task force is planning a 
third, even more complex multi-leg 
mission for later this month.
 “Very seldom do coronets go as 
planned, so coming up with a solid 
starting product gives us a baseline 
to deviate from, and our planners are 
some of the best on-the-spot thinkers 
out there,” said NHANG Maj. Wiley 
Semrau, task force lead planner.
 Schimmel credited a total-team 
effort for the task force’s early suc-
cess.
 “It’s due to the perseverance of our 
aircrew and our maintainers during 
multiple challenges,” Schimmel said. 
“It’s absolutely amazing.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Ryann Holzapfel)

U.S. Air Force Airman 1st Class Christopher Bracken, 
18th Civil Engineer Squadron firefighter, stands for 
a moment of silence during the 9/11 remembrance 
ceremony at Kadena Air Base, Sept. 11. During the 
ceremony, attendees paid respects to the victims of the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and to the fallen service 
members who lost their lives in the wars that followed.

Tech. Sgt. Derek Spencer (left), Aircraft 
Structural Maintenance Craftsman 
374th Maintenance Squadron 
Fabrication Shop, oversees Airman 
1st Class Isaiahlee Elizardo (right), 
Aircraft Structural Maintenance 
Journeyman 374th Maintenance 
Squadron Fabrication Shop, as he 
prepares to sand a CV-22 blade inside 
a Retractable Painter Containment 
System at Yokota Air Base, Aug. 11. 
The containment system allows for 
maintenance on site rather than sending 
blades to an alternate location with a 
permanent facility. CV-22 blades require 
refurbishment every year to avoid 
degradation and maintenance errors.

Kadena Air 
Base pays 
respect to 
9/11 victims 
and heroes



SEPTEMBER 18, 2020 S A M U R A I  G A T E 3

Suicide impacts us all – but there is help! 
DoD Warrior Care
9/14/2020 — Suicide affects everyone, and 
with more knowledge about suicide preven-
tion, many of us are able to get help ourselves 
or for a loved one.
 The DoD Warrior Care Recovery Coor-
dination Program focuses on the recovery 
and reintegration of wounded, ill, and/or 
injured service members, military caregiv-
ers, and their families. Many across our na-
tion are feeling the stress, disconnectedness, 
and financial insecurity that COVID-19 has 
brought, and for some this increases the risk 
of suicide. Warrior Care and the Depart-
ment of Suicide Prevention Office (DSPO) 
want to provide everyone with the knowl-
edge and resources to help prevent suicide.
 When loved ones begin experiencing 
signs of excessive moodiness or sadness, 
change in personality or appearance, and 
dangerous harmful behavior, it is a sign that 

help is needed. Social connectedness and a 
sense of belonging improve mental, physical, 
and emotional well-being.
 To some, it may seem hard to stay con-
nected when we are being told to practice 
social distancing, and being isolated when 
recovering from COVID-19, but it is pos-
sible. Warrior Care Recovery Coordination 
Program programs provide virtual support 
forums and virtual wellness activities to keep 
you and your family feeling connected and 
active.
 While those who commit suicide never 
know how it affects their families and friends, 
this final act deeply impacts those they leave 
behind. Suicide is also associated with in-
creased risk for mental health concerns for 
survivors based on the type and length of re-
lationship with the person who committed 
suicide. These include suicidal thoughts, de-
pression, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress 

increase. Postvention is an intervention that 
takes place after a suicide occurs; its purpose 
is to help those affected to recover and heal. 
Postvention serves as a positive step toward 
preventing the negative effects of suicide ex-
posure.
 Due to Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention COVID-19 guidelines, most 
people are practicing social distancing, 
wearing masks, and quarantining at home, 
but help to deal with suicide ideation re-
mains available. The DSPO provides suicide 
prevention outreach and educational infor-
mation for the Military Community. The 
National Resource Directory provides an ar-
chive of resources for service members, vet-
erans, and military families, including sui-
cide prevention and postvention resources. 
There are also 24/7 free, confidential ser-
vices such as the Veteran Crisis Line or the 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, or Mil-

itary OneSource’s 24/7 Call Center. Support 
is available to all service members, veterans, 
military caregivers, and military families.
 The SARS-CoV-2 virus, and associated 
COVID-19 disease, has upended our ev-
eryday lives and routines. With the sudden 
change in our social environment, going 
from face-to-face interaction to very limit-
ed interaction at all can affect your mental 
health and that of your loved ones. Finding 
healthy ways to cope with stress during this 
time will help us to remain strong.
 “The DoD Warrior Care program touch-
es on every aspect of the recovering service 
member’s transition, including education 
and employment opportunities, therapeutic 
recreational involvement, and support for 
military caregivers,” explained Sandra Ma-
son, program director, Warrior Care Recov-
ery Coordination Program.
 “Remember - you are not alone!”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Duncan C. Bevan)

A U.S. Air Force KC-135 Stratotanker, U.S. Air 
Force F-15C Eagles, F-15E Strike Eagles, and 
Royal Saudi Air Force F-15SAs fly over Saudi 
Arabia while participating in a large formation 
exercise, Sept. 10.

hot pit refueling pad. Within an hour, both 
aircraft were refueled and ready for takeoff 
from Prince Sultan Air Base.
 “We have to plan, build and use our 
combat generation platforms in a way to 

challenge any potential adversaries’ calcu-
lus – whether that’s adapting a base, build-
ing out new bases or operating out of new 
locations,” said Fowler.
 U.S. Air Forces Central Airmen are ex-
ecuting a mission of national, regional and 
global importance, delivering dominant 
coalition airpower to secure and stabilize 
the CENTCOM area of responsibility.
 In close coordination with valued part-
ners, AFCENT continues to evaluate and 

validate the ability to project air power 
from established and austere locations.
 “The agility, readiness and skill our 
combined team demonstrated during Ex-
ercise Desert Eagle are illustrative of the 
strong partnership between the US Air 
Force and the Royal Saudi Air Force,” said 
Brig. Gen. Evan Pettus, 378th Air Expedi-
tionary Wing commander. “It was inspir-
ing to see Airmen from both our nations 
integrating so effectively on the ground 

and in the air.”
 Prince Sultan Air Base Airmen will 
continue to be a force multiplier for the re-
gion by building a more agile force that is 
resilient in capability and partnership. 

DESERT EAGLE  from Page 1
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Corpsmen with Combat Logistics Battalion (CLB) 31, 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), test the temperatures of 
evacuee role-players during a noncombatant evacuation operation (NEO) rehearsal, Sept. 13, Kin Blue. A NEO is the 
evacuation of civilians and nonessential military personnel from danger in an overseas country to a designated safe 
haven. CLB-31, 31st MEU, conducted the training from amphibious assault ship USS America (LHA 6) to increase speed 
and proficiency during a NEO.

U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. 
William Kanouff-Deimel 
(left) and Cpl. Bryan 
Hunter, both infantry 
riflemen with 1st 
Battalion, 3rd Marine 
Regiment, 3rd Marine 
Division, participate in 
a simulated casualty 
evacuation via 
rappelling drills of the 
Infantry Jungle Skills 
Course at the Jungle 
Warfare Training Center 
on Camp Gonsalves, 
Sept. 10. The two-week 
long course taught the 
Marines survival skills 
and increased their 
proficiency and lethality 
in a jungle environment. 

By Lance Cpl. Karis Mattingly
Marine Corps Installations Pacific
9/10/2020 - CAMP FOSTER — We sat 
down with two Marines, one born after the 
World Trade Center attacks, and the other 
prior to 9/11. 
 “I am 1st Sgt. Thomas Tabisz. I was 
born Aug. 31, 1979, and I am the 1st Sgt. 
with Headquarters and Support Battalion, 
Marine Corps Installations Pacific. In 2001 
when the World Trade Center was attacked 
I was a lance corporal in the fleet.”
 “My name is Lance Cpl. Alexis Ann 
Briggs Moradian, and I am a graphics spe-
cialist with 3rd Marine Division, and I was 
born Jan. 1, 2002.”
 On Sept. 11, 2001, at 8:45 a.m., American 
Airlines flight 11 crashed into the North 
Tower of the World Trade Center in New 
York City. 
 “I was in North Carolina at Camp 
Lejeune with the motor transport platoon,” 
said Tabisz explaining his memory of 9/11. 
“We were out in the motorpool working on 
vehicles when our gunnery sergeant, on the 
intercom, told us to form it up. None of us 
had any idea what was going on, and then 
all of a sudden he rolled out one of those old 
TVs.”
 Eighteen minutes after the first plane hit, 
a second aircraft, American Airlines Flight 
175, struck the South Tower.
 “We were watching the live news cov-
erage, and then the second plane hit,” said 
Tabisz. “We sat there for three or four, hours 
watching.”
 “The room was silent.”
 As a junior enlisted Marine, Moradian 

shares her unique story and first memory 
of learning about 9/11. 
 “I was not born yet when 9/11 occured,” 
said Moradian. “The first memory I have of 
9/11 is when I was 12 years old, watching a 
news story in class. My sister also inspired 
me to learn more and do my own research 
on the tragedy because she is very patriotic 
and often spoke to me about the event to 
educate me.”
 According to Moradian, she remembers 
eating with her family, when her mom 
explained that Osama bin Laden, who led 
the al-Qaeda organization responsible 
for the attacks on 9/11, was captured and 
killed during Operation Neptune Spear in 
Afghanistan. 
 “Everyone reacted and united together 
during the events of 9/11 and years after,” 
she said. “I hope that as we come up on 
Sept. 11, it reminds people that we cannot 
succeed when standing alone. Just as the 
country united following the attacks, we 
must work together to help the current state 
of the pandemic.”
 Tabisz pauses for a moment to collect his 
thoughts as he shares the impact the attacks 
had on him.
 “It really hit home and it was scary,” he 
said, with a solemn expression. “We didn’t 
have easily accessible cell phones, so we 
weren’t sure if our families were alright. 
I couldn’t believe it, at that time being a 
young lance corporal, I didn’t fully under-
stand the situation or the significance. We 
were thinking it was a mechanical error, but 
then the planes just kept crashing ...”
 “The attacks on the World Trade Center 

enlightened a fire within me and every 
other Marine,” he continued. “I realized 
that the training that I was doing as a Ma-
rine was preparing me for what’s to come, 
fighting in both Iraq and Afghanistan.”
 “What also helped to prepare me for Iraq 
and Afghanistan were my senior leaders 
sharing their experience during Desert 
Storm,” he said. “It is important to share our 
story because, you, the junior Marines are 
the future leaders of the Marine Corps.” 
 Moradian expresses the impact 9/11 has 
on her and why she is so driven as a Marine. 
 “As we come up on a day in remem-
brance of 9/11, it puts my role as a Marine 
into perspective,” said Moradian, explaining 
its significance. “We need to focus on unit 
readiness and work to prevent the past from 
repeating.”
 Moradian share her mindset of how our 
nation came together in unity to overcome 
the terrorist attacks on U.S. soil. 

 “9/11 is a reminder to work together as 
a nation,” she said. “We cannot do anything 
alone, and that was proven through the 
policemen, firefighters, and civilians who 
selflessly reacted to the Twin Tower attacks 
during 9/11 to save one another.”
 Tabisz concluded the interview with 
his insight on how, as a nation, we can 
join forces to stay safe and carry on strong, 
together.
 “We need to keep that mental tough-
ness and preparedness to ensure the goal 
of keeping our nation and the innocent 
people around the whole world, safe,” said 
Tabisz. “The nation came together in the 
time of tragedy and persevered. It is im-
portant to remember September 11th and 
the strength we had as a nation because it 
helps us now be stronger. We can remem-
ber who we are as Americans, our strength 
and support, and how to take care of one 
another.”

Two Marines, 
Two Stories A 
Generation Apart

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Brienna Tuck) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Ujian Gosun) 

CLB-31, 31st MEU conducts NEO rehearsal

^U.S. Marine Corps 1st Sgt. Thomas Tabisz, the 1st Sgt. with Headquarters and Support Battalion, Marine Corps 
Installations Pacific and Lance Cpl. Alexis Ann Briggs Moradian, a graphics specialist with 3rd Marine Division shared 
their differing stories on 9/11, Aug. 4, on Camp Foster.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Karis Mattingly) 
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^Senior Chief Master-At-Arms Jean Bissainthe, from Port-au-Prince, Haiti, assigned to 
Commander, Fleet Activities Okinawa, is pinned by his family to the rank of Senior Chief 
Petty Officer during a Chief Pinning Ceremony on White Beach Naval Facility, Sept. 16.

^Senior Chief Builder Patrick Smith, assigned to Commander, Fleet Activities Okinawa, 
is pinned by his family to the rank of Senior Chief Petty Officer during a Chief Pinning 
Ceremony on White Beach Naval Facility in Okinawa, Sept. 16.

By Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service Public Affairs
9/14/2020 - YOKOTA AIR BASE — 
Birthdays aren’t complete without a treat 
to share—and the Army & Air Force 
Exchange Service’s bakery at Yokota Air 
Base recently came to the rescue to make 
an 8-year-old’s special day extra sweet. 
 Maj. Alan Morford, 730th Air Mobility 
Squadron’s director of operations, and his 
family recent move to Yokota Air Base—
their first overseas duty station— was more 
complex than they anticipated. With a hec-
tic schedule of unpacking and preparing 
for school to start, Mandy lost track of time 
to plan a birthday party for her son Isaac, 
who was turning 8.
 “I kind of forgot in Japan there isn’t a 
Walmart just up the road to buy all things 

Minecraft,” Mandy Morford said. “I seri-
ously dropped the ball.”
 Through social media, Mandy learned 
the Exchange’s bakery could custom deco-
rate a giant cookie, which she purchased at 
the commissary in hopes of saving Isaac’s 
big day.  
 The Exchange Yokota bakery team took 
it from there. Mandy met with Uji Battle, 
the bakery’s manager to quickly discuss 
decorating the cake with a custom Mine-
craft image for Isaac.
 While decorating the cookie, Battle 
touched base with Morford several times 
to make sure that his team met her expec-
tations.
 “Getting it right the first time was really 
important to the team and me,” Battle said. 
“I am so happy that my team and I could 

help the Morford family celebrate Isaac’s 
birthday.”
 The custom cookie saved the day for 
Isaac and make a special memory for his 
first birthday overseas.  
 “Within six hours from asking for a 
plain cookie-cake at the commissary, to 
the bakery trying to decorate something 
they’ve never been asked to do before; 
the finished cookie was in our house at 
Yokota,” Mandy said. “I would like to thank 
the Yokota commissary and the Exchange 
bakery teams, who went above and beyond 
to help save my son’s birthday and certainly 
made it a memorable one for all of us.”    
 The Exchange operates four bakeries 
overseas to bring a taste of home to service 
members and families. More than 9.9 mil-
lion baked goods are produced annually.

By Army & Air Force 
Exchange Service 
Public Affairs
9/5/2020 - KADENA AIR BASE 
— A Kadena Air Base family beat 
the odds to take home a $10,000 
shopping spree in honor of the 

Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service’s 125th anniversary. 
 Amanda “Mandy” Wagner, 
whose husband Lt. Col. David 
Wagner serves in the Air Force at 
the Theater Preventive Medicine 
Flight on Kadena Air Base, was 

running errands at the Kadena 
Air Base Exchange with her two 
sons and stopped at Subway for 
lunch. Her older son Erik, 11, 
noticed the sweepstakes tab on 
his cup. 
 Wagner used the opportunity 

to teach a quick math lesson on 
probability and explained that 
the odds of winning were highly 
unlikely. Still, Erik was optimistic, 
replying “Mom, someone has to 
win!” 
 When they pulled the tab 
and discovered they had won 
a $10,000 Exchange shopping 
spree, Wagner was stunned. 
 “We were absolutely amazed 
when we won,” she said. “I still 
can’t believe it’s real.”
 Kadena Exchange managers 
contacted Wagner to get a wish 
list for big-ticket items, including 
furniture and household items 
that will be essential for the 
family’s PCS next year. A Dyson 
vacuum, an LG 50-inch 4K TV 
and a king bed were all part of the 
family’s winning haul. 
 Kadena Exchange Store Man-
ager Flordeliza Payton coordinat-
ed with the Camp Foster furniture 
store to get the bed set transferred 
to the Kadena Exchange for the 
family’s convenience. “We were 
just glad to be able to assist them 

with their shopping,” Payton said.
 On the day of the shopping 
spree, Sept. 4, the Wagners filled 
two carts with smaller items for 
the family. Each son had a budget 
of $300, and the boys had their 
eyes on the toy section. James, 9, 
devoted nearly all of his winnings 
to Legos. Erik spread out his prize 
out more evenly, securing Nerf 
guns, a watch and a board game.  
 “This has been such a fun and 
positive experience for my sons,” 
Wagner said. “God gives good 
gifts in so many creative ways, 
and we can feel his provision for 
our family even in the form of a 
prize from Subway. We are just so 
grateful.” 
 Subway’s Sip. Rip. Ultimate 
Trip sweepstakes is part of the 
Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service’s 125th anniversary cel-
ebration.  Prizes include family 
vacations, shopping sprees, gift 
cards, and more. Wagner is the 
fifth $10,000 shopping spree win-
ner in Okinawa and the second 
on Kadena Air Base.

(AAFES photo by Sabrina Beal)

Army & Air Force Exchange Service’s Yokota bakery 
makes 8-year-old’s birthday wish come true

Air Force Family wins $10,000 shopping spree at Kadena Exchange

(Photo by Mandy Morford)

^On Aug. 28, Isaac Morford, 8, poses with his 
custom Minecraft cookie baked by the Commissary and 
decorated by Yokota Bakery by special request from his 
mother, Mandy. 

 (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communications Specialist 2nd Class Matthew Dickinson) 

(U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communications Specialist 2nd Class Matthew Dickinson) 

 (U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David R. Krigbaum) 

Moment of silence 9/11 White Beach Pinning Ceremony

Aviation Air Conditioning Unit Maintenance

Sailors assigned to Commander, Fleet Activities 
Okinawa, take a moment of silence for the 
victims of the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on 
the World Trade Center, Pentagon and United 
Airlines Flight 93, on Kadena Air Base, Sept. 11.

Aviation Support Equipmentman 3rd Class Nicolas Jones, assigned 
to Commander, Fleet Air Western Pacific Aviation Intermediate 
Maintenance Detachment Kadena, drains the coolant from an aviation 
air conditioning unit during maintenance at AIMD Kadena Sept. 14.

^On Sept. 4, the Wagner family poses with Kadena Exchange Managers Tonya Jones and Flordeliza Payton, AAFES Pacific Region Deputy 
Commander Lt. Col. Lanelle Pickett Jr., Kadena Exchange Food Court Manager Andrew Nims, Kadena Exchange Subway Manager Naoya 
Tokashiki, AAFES Pacific Region Commander Col. Scott Maskery, Okinawa Exchange General Manager Mr. David Swenson, and AAFES Pacific 
Region senior enlisted advisor Sgt. Maj. Wayne Crudup to wrap up their “Sip. Rip. Ultimate Trip” $10,000 Exchange shopping spree.



NOTICE
Important Message from Your 
Shogun MEDICS
In order to provide better care to our patients, 
and allow our healthcare teams to focus on 
readiness, the 18th Medical Group is finalizing 
the transition that begun a year ago. During 
this final phase, you may see a change to your 
Primary Care Manager, yet the care you receive 
will remain largely unchanged. We thank you 
for your patience and understanding during this 
time. If you have any comments or concerns 
you can contact our Patient Administration at 
630-4310.
In case you were wondering…
Why did my Primary Care Manager (PCM) 
change? – In order to maximize efficiency and 
increase access to care, our new structure 
allows dedicated provider teams to focus their 
attention to specific Squadrons and/or on the 
healthcare needs of family members. (Patients 
will be notified via mail of PCM change. Please 
ensure postal mail has been updated in 
DEERS.)
Am I able to request to keep my original PCM? 
– Quality of care and patient satisfaction are 
both important to us. However, requests for 
a PCM change will be routed through MDG 
leadership and be determined on an individual 
basis. (All patients have the right to request 
an appointment for a second opinion with an 
alternate provider.)
Is there a way to communicate concerns? – Our 
Patient and Family Partnership Council meets 
the first Thursday of every month and allows 
MDG leaders to hear the voice of the patient 
and family. For specific details you can contact 
our Patient Advocate at 630-4146.
How can I communicate with my PCM team? 
– Please check TRICARE Online’s Patient 
Portal to enroll/log in to Secure Messaging at 
www.TRICAREOnline.com. You can securely 
communicate with your PCM team for 
questions, appointments, medication refills 
and much more. 

Fuels Management Flight Closure
In preparation for End-of-Year (FY20) the Fuels 
Management Flight will be closing all base 
service stations (bldgs. 3155, 3572, & 47095) 
at 8 a.m. on Sept. 30. Normal operating hours 
will resume at 8 a.m. on Oct. 1. This process is 
done to ensure a smooth accounting process 
for FY20 closeout. For any questions or 
concerns, contact the Fuels Service Center at 
634-3773/2338.
 
Attention all Organizational Tank 
Custodians
In preparation for End-of-Year (FY20) the last 
day to put in orders for contract fuel receipts 
will be Sept. 23 at 10:30 a.m. for a delivery date 
of Sept. 25. We will resume ordering processes 
Oct. 1. This process is done to ensure a smooth 
accounting process for our FY20 closeout. For 
any questions or concerns, contact the Fuels 
Service Center at 634-3773/2338.
 
Airman & Family Readiness Center 
Closure
The Airman & Family Readiness Center will be 
closed Sept. 25 due to monthly staff training.
For more information, contact Hiroko Bush at 
634-3366.

AADD Update
Airmen Against Drunk Driving is now fully 
operational! We will be operating from the 
Heritage Room in Building 728 for the time 
being. If you or anyone you know is interested 
in volunteering with us, please feel free to 
share the link below to our sign up genius 
page. For more information please stay tuned 
to our Facebook page: Kadena AB A2D2, or 
contact A1C Alejandro Rodriguez at alejandro.
rodriguez.14@us.af.mil.

Finance PCS In-Processing Briefing
The 18th Comptroller Squadron will hold the 
Finance PCS In-Processing Briefing at the 
Schilling Community Center (Ballroom) on 
Wednesdays from 1 – 4 p.m. Due to COVID and 

social distancing, maximum of 40 personnel 
per session. Members MUST have the following 
BEFORE they attend the briefing to file their 
PCS vouchers: PCS orders/amendments (2 
copies), airfare, excess baggage, any receipt 
over $75.00, RAP letter, CONUS lodging 
receipt,  DD788 & diagram, delay en-route, etc.  
For more information, contact 18th CPTS at 
632-3609.

Kadena Housing Office Change in 
Operating Hours
The Kadena DOD Family Housing Office will 
take walk-ins only from 9 – 10 a.m. and 2 – 3 
p.m. hours, Mon thru Friday. To schedule an 
appointment, call at 634-0582/3 or email 
kadenahousing.customerservice@us.af.mil. All 
Air Force TLA will only be processed via email.  
The Kadena MHO will close at noon every 2nd 
and 4th Wednesday of the month for training. 
For more information, contact Kristen Midyett 
at 634-4008.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental nutrition 
program designed for pregnant, postpartum, 
and breastfeeding women, infants and 
children up to the age of 5. As a WIC Overseas 
participant, you can receive nutrition education 
in the form of individual counseling and group 
classes, breastfeeding support, supplemental 
foods such as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, eggs 
and fresh fruits and vegetables, and referrals to 
other health care agencies
For more information and to check financial/
residential eligibility, visit or call the WIC 
Overseas office nearest you.
• Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428) DSN:(632-9427 
or 632-6223); off base, call: 098-938-1111, 
then 632-9427/6223.
• Camp Foster (Bldg. 5717) DSN:(645-9419); 
off base, call: 098-970-9419.
• Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408) DSN:(622-9424); 
off base, call: 098-954-9424.
• Camp Kinser (Bldg. 107 Rm 121) DSN:(637-
4899); off base, call: 098-970-5555.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the IG. 
You can file a complaint if you reasonably 
believe inappropriate conduct has occurred 
or a violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation has been committed.  Complete 
the personnel data information on an AF Form 
102 and briefly outline the facts and relevant 
information related to the issue or complaint. 
List the allegations of wrongdoing briefly, in 
general terms and provide supporting narrative 
detail and documents later, when interviewed 
by an IG person. Allegations should be written 
as bullets and should answer who committed 
the violation; what violation was committed; 
what law, regulation, procedures, or policy 
was violated; when did the violation occur.  
Help is available: Call your Kadena IG office at 
634-7622 for Maj Sarabia, 634-2768 for SMSgt 
Aguirre, or leave a message on the Kadena 
Fraud, Waste, & Abuse (FWA) Hotline at 634-
0404.

Kid Bowl Free Extended
The Kids Bowl Free Program has been 
extended to December 5. Monday - Thursday 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. and Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. See you at Emery Lanes!  For more 
information, contact Michelle Brannan at DSN: 
966-7303.

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency 
on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and 
from an office phone, dial 911. For Camp 
Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or from an 
office phone, dial 911.
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Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride. 
For a safe ride home call these numbers: 
Kadena Taxi at 098-970-8888(option 8).
Panda Taxi (off base) 098-937-8989.
Daiko 098-932-4035.

Single Airman Free Bowling Program
Every Monday between 5:30 - 9:30 p.m., single 
airmen on unaccompanied orders of all ranks 
are invited to come to Emery Lanes and get 
3 games and shoes for free. Simply request 
the program at the Front Desk. For more 
information, contact Michelle Brannan at 966-
7303.

Public Affairs Photo Studio
The Public Affairs photo studio is open 
Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 
p.m. Appointments are available in half-
hour increments. *Award, bio or package 
submission photos are scheduled on Monday 
- Wednesday. *Full length photos are only 
available on Thursday. Official Passport photos 
are by appointment only on Mon - Fri, and 
require a letter or voucher from your UDM or 
the passport office.  Photos are for official use 
only. For questions or scheduling, please call at 
634-3813 / 634-4013.

Armed Forces Voter Emphasis Week
Informing service members, civilians and their 
voting-age family member of their right to vote 
and the steps they need to follow to get their 
vote home. Visit FVAP.gov to complete your 
Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) voter 
registration form immediately.  You can also 
visit or call the Installation Voter Office locate in 
the Airman & Family Readiness Center (A&FRC) 
at 634-3366 for assistance.

Medical Information
Patients and visitors of the main clinic and 
mental health clinic:
a. Will wear a cloth face covering within the 
facility at all times
b. Will be encouraged to wash hands after 
adjusting/changing the mask
c. Exceptions will be made for children less 
than two years old, anyone who has difficulty 
breathing, or when it needs to be removed for 
medical care. Children ages 2-5 who can’t, or 

won’t, keep the mask on will be taken directly 
to an exam room.
The 18 MDG and U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa 
have started a COVID Care Line. This is an 
island-wide call line for all your COVID-19 
questions and concerns. It was established to 
offset the influx of calls that the Nurse Advice 
Line was receiving in the States. Department 
of Defense patients across Okinawa can now 
call 098-971-9691 (DSN: 646-9691) 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week.  If you are not able to 
get through to the COVID Care Line, please 
contact the Nurse Advice Line at 012-099-6985 
(from Japanese cell phones) or 0066-3382-
1820 (Japanese toll free number).  If you are 
experiencing COVID-19 symptoms (fever, 
coughing, or shortness of breath) please call 
ahead before visiting a medical facility. The 
Kadena Medical Clinic can be reached at 
630-4817 and 098-960-9817. The U.S. Naval 
Hospital can be reached at 090-6861-5230.

UPCOMING EVENTS
September Suicide Prevention 
Month
In order to stay up to date on the current 
pledges, events, and classes for September 
Suicide Prevention Month please like 
be_there_okinawa on Facebook or follow 
BeThereOkinawa on Instagram. Class Sign 
up Link: https://signup.com/go/hSdMUqi  For 
more information, contact Master Sgt. Justina 
Baranda at 634-1775.

18th Wing Top III Beach Clean Up
Come out and help the 18th Wing Top III 
clean up Araha, Gushikawa, Ishikawa, 
Sunabe, Sunset, Toguchi, Tropical, and Oken 
Beach on September 26 from 9 – 11 a.m. 
Sign-up spots are available on signupgenius 
at this link https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/904044BA8AF2EA7FF2-topiii Bags and 
supplies will be provided, upon signing up the 
respective beach POCs will contact you with 
more information.
 
Keep Hope Alive Run/Walk Virtual 5K
Please join us in for a virtual walk/run 5K event 
in support of September Suicide Prevention 
Month. Walk or run a 5K any time or place on 
Sept. 23 and log it on the be_there_okinawa 
Facebook page! For more information, contact 
Master Sgt. Justina Baranda at 634-1775.

Bowl League
Individual Handicap League Bowl anytime 
Monday-Friday during open hours. Points will 
be awarded based on how you bowl each 
week. Payout will be based on numbers of 
points won for duration of 12 week league. For 
more information, contact Michelle Brannan at 
966-7303 or come by Emery Lanes to sign up.

Free Vehicle Safety Inspection
Free inspection for all privately owned vehicles. 
Bring your Oki ride over to the Schilling 
Community Center on Sept. 26, between 
9 – 11 a.m. “Free Bumper-to-Bumper Safety 
Inspection”. We can also answer any questions 
or concerns you may have about your vehicle. 
We are automotive experts here to help you. 
For more information, contact Richard Burritt 
at 634-5050.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Shogun Crossfit Team
The Shogun Crossfit is looking for volunteer 
coaches to help our community. For more 
information on joining our team, please email 
us at shoguncrossfit@gmail.com to get more 
information.
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff. Sgt. Mikaley Kline)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class China M. Shock)

By Master Sgt. 
Theanne Herrmann
Pacific Air Forces Public Affairs 
9/11/2020 - JOINT BASE PEARL HAR-
BOR HICKAM, Hawaii — The Pacific Air 
Forces commander hosted a video tele-
conference with leaders from 19 air forces 
throughout the Indo-Pacific to discuss 
COVID-19 lessons learned and mitigating 
the impacts of severe weather, Sept. 9.  
 “I am humbled to join this esteemed 
group of airpower leaders and continue the 
collaborative efforts already underway to 
serve our collective interests to safeguard a 
free and open Indo-Pacific,” said Gen. Ken 
Wilsbach in his opening remarks.
 The teleconference was Wilsbach’s 
first combined meeting with his air chief 
counterparts, continuing the commitment 
to increased collaboration and open com-
munication set by his predecessor Gen. CQ 

Brown, Jr., U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff. 
 “In my discussions with Gen. Brown, he 
highlighted the air chief ’s ongoing dialogue 
as one of the key accomplishments from 
the 2019 Pacific Air Chiefs Symposium,” 
said Wilsbach. “I strongly believe consis-
tent dialogue will advance our collective 
interests and help us anticipate future 
challenges.”
 During the discussion, representatives 
from the Republic of Singapore, Thailand, 
and Australia shared lessons learned from 
their experiences with the challenges of 
operating in a COVID-19 environment.
 “Just last year, 68 million passengers 
came through our airport and our high 
population density and our open economy 
make us very vulnerable to COVID-19 
transmission,” said Maj. Gen. Kelvin 
Khong, Republic of Singapore Chief of Air 
Force. “One of the reasons we have man-

aged to keep the fatality rate low is because 
we have managed to keep our health care 
systems from being overwhelmed. This al-
lows us to closely monitor the COVID-19 
cases and step up the level of care for 
patients.”
 Following his COVID-19 presentation, 
Khong answered questions posed by his 
fellow air chiefs.
 “Pacific Air Forces has learned the value 
of these virtual forums of being able to 
plan and execute engagements despite the 
inability to meet in-person,” said Wilsbach 
“We would like to continue virtual events 
even after COVID-19 as they produce the 
opportunity for meaningful dialogue.”
 After discussing COVID-19 lessons 
learned, many of the air chiefs expressed 
how they mitigate the impacts of severe 
weather to air operations.
 “Severe weather affects our collective 

operations, aircraft safety and storage 
plans, and overall readiness,” said Wils-
bach. “Sharing lessons learned will allow 
us to be more resilient and able to support 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief 
efforts post-severe weather events.”
 Representing allied and partner air 
forces from across the Pacific theater, the 
air chiefs focused on enhancing stability 
in the Asia-Pacific region by promoting 
collaboration, increasing communication, 
and developing cooperative responses 
to contingencies and disasters like those 
caused by severe weather or COVID-19.
 “Today our conversation spans the 
globe from Mongolia to France, which is 
a testament to the importance placed on 
this group and the challenges that we seek 
to address together,” said Wilsbach. “I am 
looking forward to our next teleconference 
in December.” 

Team Kadena MC-130J 
takes flight out of Misawa

Gen. Ken Wilsbach, Pacific Air Forces 
commander, greets various pacific air chiefs 
during a virtual teleconference at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, Sept. 9.

A U.S. Air Force MC-130J soars over the 
U.S.S. Ronald Reagan off the Northern 
Coast of Japan, Aug. 5, during Exercise 
Gryphon Jet 10. Gryphon Jet is an 
integrated training exercise focused on 
improving interoperability throughout the 
special operations community. During this 
exercise formation departure, ship based 
air traffic control procedures, night vision 
goggle mountain low level, air intercepts with 
F/A-18s and tilt-rotor air-to-air refueling with 
the CV-22 were simulated. 


