
By Tech. Sgt. 
Benjamin Sutton
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/2/2020 - KADENA AIR 
BASE — The rainy Okinawa ty-
phoon season paused for a brief 
moment on a warm afternoon 
allowing members of the 16th 
Space Control Squadron, 16th 
Expeditionary Space Flight-Al-
pha, the opportunity to transfer 
from the United States Air Force 
into the United States Space 
Force.
 The new USSF members are 
the latest from both the officer 
and enlisted ranks to raise their 
right hands and officially trans-
fer. 
 These members are the first 
USSF members on Okinawa 
and represent a small portion of 
the more than 2,400 Air Force 
personnel selected for transfer. 
 “It’s absolutely amazing 
to have this opportunity and 
responsibility,” said USSF Capt. 
Devin Rushing, 16th Space Con-
trol Squadron, 16th ESPCF-A 
deployment commander. “When 
other service members see Space 
Force on our chest, we are aware 
we are the first members of the 
USSF they have interacted with.” 
 Rushing explained how his 
small team’s actions encapsulate 
the perception of the USSF in 
Japan and the Indo-Pacific. 
 “We truly get to shape the 
culture of the Space Force and 
the overall perception of what 

our service is all about,” Rushing 
explained. “Personally, I never 
imagined my career shaping 
the way it has and becoming the 
first USSF flight commander on 
Okinawa. I grew up in Desoto, 
Texas, and attended the United 
States Air Force Academy. When 
I was offered the chance to trans-
fer to the Space Force I couldn’t 
let an opportunity to be a part of 
history slip through my fingers.”
 The flight’s main responsibil-
ity consists of electromagnetic 
interference resolution and 
satellite environment awareness 
for the United States and coa-
lition partners, as well as joint 
force integration with our sister 
services.
 “We support the 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Unit as well 
as the flying missions out of 
Kadena Air Base,” said 1st Lt. 
Monica Callan, 16th SPCS, 16th 
ESPCF-A crew commander. 
“Additionally, we work with the 
U.S. Army providing them vital 
information. It’s really amazing 
talking across the different ser-
vices and units because you get 
to learn about their culture and 
how they operate. Personally, I 
love protecting communication 
during their missions. Knowing 
those service-specific details 
really adds a human aspect to 
those missions and reiterates 
how important our job is.”
 Maintaining constant over-
watch of those critical SAT-

COM links provides increased 
lethality to the joint-warfighter 
helping ensure a free and open 
Indo-Pacific. 
 “We are a forward deployed 
space unit providing satellite 
communications over-watch for 
the Indo-Pacific,” Rushing said. 
“Essentially, we are the eye in the 
sky for units in the Indo-Pacific 
area of operations who utilize 
SATCOM. We provide those 
users with interference noti-
fication as well as locations of 
interference sources. We are able 
to do this by effectively using our 
greatest assets ...our members. 

These professionals are now a 
joint contingent of Airmen and 
Space professionals, all driven by 
innovation.”
 These Space professionals 
maintain expertise in the 
realm satellite communications 
offering a better understanding 
of SATCOM in general and 
providing continuous support to 
multiple mission partners. 
 “Constantly striving to 
expand our mission space is a 
huge priority for us,” Rushing 
explained. “It’s one of our 
major initiatives to be able to 
build current relationships 

and find new opportunities 
for our mission. Everyone is 
using SATCOM so finding 
opportunities for joint-service 
integration is vital. We are con-
stantly communicating with our 
mission partners to ensure we’re 
hitting the mark and working 
together with multiple partners 
simultaneously and increase 
cross-communication in order 
to accomplish the mission. 
Developing lasting relationships 
across the region and building a 
community of trust among our 
partners will ensure everyone’s 
mission is successful.”

U.S. Space Force stands up first-ever Okinawa unit

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Benjamin Sutton)

By Tech. Sgt. 
Benjamin Sutton
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/5/2020 - KADENA AIR BASE — 
Members of the 44th Expeditionary 
Fighter Squadron and 44th Expedition-
ary Aircraft Maintenance Unit recent-
ly returned to KAB from a U.S. Central 
Command deployment at Prince Sultan 
Air Base, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
 Throughout their deployment, the 
Vampire Bats conducted daily flying 
sorties delivering air dominance in the 
USCENTCOM area of responsibility. 
 “Our mission is to provide air supe-
riority, anywhere, anytime,” said Lt. Col. 
Ryan Corrigan, commander of the 44th 
Fighter Squadron. “The only thing that 
changed was our customer – instead of 
providing combat airpower in support of 
United States Indo-Pacific objectives, we 
supported USCENTCOM objectives.”
 In order to support those objectives, 
maintainers worked around-the-clock 
ensuring aircraft were ready to deliver 
combat airpower anywhere lethality was 
needed.
 “Our goals at PSAB remained the 
same as home station … We ensured our 
Airmen were the tip of the spear and pro-

vided the necessary avenues to cultivate 
lethal flexibility,” said Senior Master Sgt. 
Darrick Evans, 44th EFS superintendent. 
“We maintained a healthy and com-
bat-ready fleet of F-15C fighter aircraft, 
which was made possible by a hardwork-
ing production team that executed more 
than 16,300 maintenance actions during 
the span of the deployment. The only dif-
ference was we re-vectored our targets to 
protect and defend near-peer threats in 
the Arabian Peninsula.”
 Corrigan explained how his opera-
tional team’s focus also included taking 
care of the men and women of the 44th 
EFS and their families back on Okina-
wa, so Airmen could focus on the vital 
mission.  
 “The biggest takeaway from our time 
in CENTCOM is that if you empower 
Airmen and actively push the authority 
and responsibility down to the level of 
technical expertise, there is no limit to 
the amazing, ingenious and efficient suc-
cesses they will produce,” Corrigan ex-
plained. “Our empowered team brought 
back integrated combat turns – a capa-
bility dormant for 17 years. This allowed 
us to rearm and refuel fighters rapidly 
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Members of the 16th Space Control Squadron, 16th 
Expeditionary Space Flight-Alpha, pose for a photo 
after a transfer ceremony Sept. 9, on Camp Kinser.

U.S. Air Force 44th Fighter 
Squadron F-15C Eagles 
return from a deployment 
as family and friends 
gather for a homecoming 
event Oct. 3, at Kadena 
Air Base.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Peter Reft)
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and get them back to the CFACC 
(Combined Forces Air Component 
Commander) for combat tasking 
within 30 minutes of landing.”
 According to Corrigan, the pi-
lots quickly became proficient at 
non-traditional intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnaissance as well 
as armed over watch – two mission 
sets not typically associated with the 
F-15C – while remaining the un-
contested world leaders at counter 
air operations. 
 “Our Airmen coordinated F-15C 
operations from four different air-
fields throughout the area of oper-
ations, validating our agile combat 
employment capabilities and con-
firming the flexibility needed to 
master an ever-changing operation-
al environment,” Corrigan stated. 
 For maintainers, one unique 
challenge was operating in a hy-
brid AOR organizational structure 
streamlined to meet unique mission 
requirements. 
 “The Expeditionary Maintenance 
Group was absorbed into the Expe-
ditionary Operations Group and 
the EAMU was realigned under the 
fighter squadron,” Evans explained. 
“We learned the 44th EFS is capable 
of operating anywhere in the world with 
minimal support. Patience and flexibility is 
key when deploying; the ACE concept was 
tested and proven during this deployment 
and shows how our members are ready for 
any conflict and can deploy anywhere in 
the world at a moment’s notice.”
 Evans continued by explaining how 
having a leadership team who seeks out 
input and communicates effectively is 
what made it a successful transition from 
the traditional structure of a combat wing 
organization. 
 “In addition to that restructuring, we 
made a lot of unique improvements to 

keep Airmen out of the extreme desert 
heat,” Evans said. “Being at a bare base 
poses other challenges that normally 
would have already been addressed at 
longstanding bases across the AOR, so we 
decided to be innovative and got creative 
with our solutions. We used a tent near 
the flight line and repurposed it as a break 
area, requisitioned an ice machine to keep 
coolers filled with cold water, purchased 
desert-specific clothing items and cooling 
towels, and even worked with contracting 
to get tent liner insulation to help regulate 
the heat for our day sleepers.”
 These innovative solutions as well as 

intense mission focus led to the 44th EFS 
executing the first ACE operation. The 
squadron performed the first hot-pit refu-
el operation on a different airframe (F-15E 
Strike Eagle), launched a successful no-no-
tice mission to secure combat air patrol for 
Air Force Central Command combatant 
commanders, accomplished integration 
with aircraft based in three nations, and 
safeguarded two troops-in-contact events. 
 “To improve our wartime capabilities, 
we focused our efforts on efficient move-
ment and equipment requirements,” Evans 
said. “While at PSAB, the team revamped 
the F-15C integrated combat turn program 
for the first time in 17 years. This increased 
time on target 70 percent faster than nor-
mal turn-times. This capability allowed us 
to rapidly rearm and redeploy safely, effi-
ciently, and effectively in more than 1,100 
missions. The ICTs have become a bench-
mark for F-15Cs Air Force-wide.”
 Above all things, the foundational goals 
and objectives were rooted around unity. 
 “We reflected and operated under one 
mantra: Family,” Evans stated. “It’s what 
kept us grounded, what keeps us push-
ing forward, and what makes the mission 
happen. We set out to learn a little about 
every member who was deployed. We set 
aside time every month to recognize our 
promoters, outstanding achievers, award 
winners … and time to just recognize the 
hard work and dedication it takes to make 

the mission happen in 
austere conditions.” 
 In addition to the ex-
tensive list of accom-
plishments above, both 
Evans and Corrigan re-
flected on this also being 
Kadena Air Base’s first 
deployment in eight years 
and the Department of 
Defense’s first large-force 
movement during the 
COVID-19 global pan-
demic.

 “This team of outstanding members set 
the bar and reinvigorated PSAB after a 17-
year absence,” Evans said. “The men and 
women of Team Kadena showcased their 
resiliency and collectively pooled their 
knowledge to create a comfortable work 
environment while continuously estab-
lishing healthy quality of life measures. I’m 
extremely proud of this team of outstand-
ing warfighters and grateful to our families 
who supported us to do what makes us 
great. ‘Bats rule the night!’”
 Corrigan echoed that enthusiasm. 
 “I am truly humbled by the manner in 
which the Vampire Bats conducted them-
selves during this deployment,” he ex-
plained. “They took the concept, ‘put peo-
ple first,’ and turned it into over 788 combat 
sorties and over 4,800 combat hours, while 
upholding our legacy as Eagle drivers, and 
expanding our capabilities in support of  
the CFACC. We will bring all these capa-
bilities back to Kadena with us, and use 
them to help build readiness, strengthen 
alliances and promote resiliency and lead-
ership across the Wing. Above all, we’ll 
bring home a renewed sense of how im-
portant our families and friends are to us, 
how valuable our communities are to our 
fulfillment and well-being, and how funda-
mental our culture of taking care of one an-
other is to our success and resilience. There 
is no doubt in my mind that the Vampire 
Bats rule the night!”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Benjamin Sutton)

^U.S. Air Force Maj. Jonathan Taylor, 44th Fighter Squadron 
assistant director of operations, is welcomed back from a 
deployment by his family Oct. 3, at Kadena Air Base.

Kadena kicks 
off with fire 
proclamation 
signing
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Peter Reft)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Peter Reft)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Joel Carey, 18th 
Wing commander, poses for a picture with 
Airmen from the fire department at Kadena Air 
Base, Oct. 2. Carey proclaimed the week of 
Oct. 4 - 10 as Fire Prevention Week, which is 
designed to commemorate the sacrifices of our 
firefighters and teach fire safety to others. 
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^U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Jereme Tockey, 18th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron first sergeant, embraces his family after 
returning from a deployment to U.S. Central Command Oct. 6, at 
Kadena Air Base.

U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Joel L. Carey, 
18th Wing commander, greets members 
who return from a deployment to U.S. 
Central Command Oct. 6, at Kadena 
Air Base.
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By Gunnery Sgt. 
Steve Cushman
3rd Marine Division
9/30/2020 - OKINAWA — U.S. Marines 
refined their ability to rapidly deploy to 
remote regional islands in order to control 
key maritime terrain as 3d Marine Division 
and 3d Marine Logistics Group conducted 
operations Sept. 23 to 25 centered on the 
Okinawan island of Ie Shima. 
 During this operation, elements of 12th 
Marine Artillery Regiment partnered with 
Marines from 3d Reconnaissance Battalion 
and U.S. Air Force Special Operations 
Squadron to develop the unit’s ability 
to rapidly insert and employ a range of 
military capabilities from remote islands 
within littoral areas of the region. Jumping 
from Air Force C-130s, Marines and Sailors 
from 3d Recon. Bn. conducted a high 
altitude-low opening jump to secure an 
airfield on Ie Shima. Once secured, an Air 
Force C-130 loaded with a High Mobility 
Artillery Rocket System launcher landed 
and conducted a simulated precision-
guided firing mission. Shortly after finding 
and destroying the simulated target, the 
HIMARS launcher reloaded and departed 
the island having completed its mission. 
 Simultaneously, Marines from Combat 

Logistics Regiment 3 and 9th Engineer 
Support Battalion, at nearby locations in 
Okinawa, established an expeditionary 
advanced logistics base and practiced 
the ability to resupply the forward-
positioned element on Ie Shima. Their 
efforts included surface reinforcement and 
resupply of Ie Shima and tested the ability 
to move fuel ashore under expeditionary 
conditions. The exercise represented a step 
forward in demonstrating how III Marine 
Expeditionary Force units can leverage 
the unique capabilities of joint partners in 
rapidly dispersing to and operating from key 
maritime terrain, sustain these distributed 
positions, and quickly displace or withdraw 
as necessitated by the tactical situation.
 “Today’s mission provided us an 
opportunity to work with the Air Force, and 
it’s also an opportunity for reconnaissance 
elements to integrate with the HIMARS 
launcher and its crew,” said Marine Capt. 
Robert O’Neill, a platoon commander with 
3d Recon Bn., and Brookville, Maryland 
native. “The training we’re conducting 
is helping us enhance and expand our 
concepts of employment and increase our 
ability to conduct distributed maritime 
operations.”
 The reconnaissance platoon, which 

boasts more than 700 jumps in a tactical 
environment among its current members, 
served as a key enabler for the operation 
by conducting a low-signature insertion 
and ensuring the security of the airfield. 
The employment of C-130s to quickly 
transport the HIMARS extends the range 
and efficiency with which the Marine Corps 
can employ missiles and rockets, increasing 
the lethality of the force. 
 “During HIMARS rapid infiltration 
missions, we routinely practice sending and 
receiving targeting data over a variety of over-
the-horizon communication methods,” said 
Maj. John Huenefeld, operations officer 
for 12th Marine Regiment, originally from 
Oceanside, California. “By tapping into the 
network of sensors, we ensure the ability of 
3d Marine Division to fight now with long-
range precision fires.”
 U.S. Air Force C-130s from 1st Special 
Operations Squadron delivered Marines 
from 3d Reconnaissance Battalion and a 
HIMARS launcher from 3d Battalion, 12th 
Marine Regiment.
 “This opportunity is important because, 
if a real fight happens, we are going to use 
every available asset. The Air Force will 
work alongside the Marine Corps,” said Air 
Force Maj. Sean A. Sizemore, an air mobility 

liaison officer with Air Mobility Command, 
and Sacramento, California native. “The Air 
Force integrating with the Marine Corps 
ensures we remain highly interoperable. 
When a fight comes, we can get the Marines 
behind enemy lines or to where the fight is.” 
 Following this rapid seizure of key 
maritime terrain, Marines with CLR-3 
and 9th ESB sustained forward-positioned 
forces from expeditionary advanced 
logistics bases and established a Forward 
Arming and Refueling Point on Ie Shima to 
support follow-on air operations. 
 “We demonstrated the ability to conduct 
aviation refueling while operating within 
the construct of expeditionary advanced 
base operations,” said Chief Warrant Officer 
2 Jake Alamguer, a bulk fuel officer with 9th 
Engineer Support Battalion, 3d MLG. 
 Practicing distributed operations 
integrated with joint partners and across 
the Marine Air-Ground Task Force ensures 
that III MEF remains postured to deter 
aggression and defeat any adversary. 
 “It’s very important, if we want to 
succeed in a naval contested environment, 
that we maintain a force that is highly lethal, 
resilient, redundant, and responsive,” said 
Colonel Michael Roach, commanding 
officer of 12th Marine Regiment.

^U.S. Air Force Maj. Sean Sizemore, an air mobility liaison 
officer with Air Mobility Command and embedded with III Marine 
Expeditionary Force, surveys the runway and calls in a C-130 
for landing during a High Mobility Artillery Rocket System rapid 
infiltration mission at Ie Shima, Sept. 24. (U.S. Marine Corps photos by Cpl. Donovan Massieperez) 

Marines secure 
maritime 
terrain, deploy 
rocket system

U.S. Marines with 12th Marine 
Regiment, 3d Marine Division, 
conduct a fire mission during a 
High Mobility Artillery Rocket 
System rapid infiltration 
exercise at Ie Shima, Sept. 24.
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(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David R. Krigbaum) 

Courtesy Story
10/1/2020 - Marine Corps Base Camp 
Blaz — Marine Corps Base Camp Blaz 
(MCB) Camp Blaz will be activated on 
October 1, 2020. The activation is an 
administrative action that officially marks 
the initial operational capability (IOC) of 
the base. This will be the first new Marine 
Corps base activated since March 1, 1952, 
with the commissioning of what is pres-
ently Marine Corps Logistics Base, Albany, 
Georgia. The Marine Corps plans to hold 
an activation ceremony for its newest base 
in spring 2021.
 MCB Camp Blaz will be home to 
approximately 5,000 Marines from III 
Marine Expeditionary Force who will begin 
relocating from Okinawa, Japan in the first 
half of the 2020s.
 MCB Camp Blaz is named in honor of 
the late Brig. Gen. Vicente “Ben” Tomas 

Garrido Blaz, the first Chamorro Marine to 
attain the rank of general officer. Following 
his 29-year Marine Corps career, Blaz 
went on to serve as Guam’s Delegate to 
the U.S. House of Representatives for four 
consecutive terms. Blaz’ legacy reflects the 
strong relationship that the Marine Corps 
and the people of Guam have shared since 
the establishment of the Marine Barracks in 
1899.
 “As the Marine Corps presence on Guam 
grows, I am confident that we will live up 
to our motto of honor, courage, and com-
mitment – we will honor the history of the 
island of Guam, we will have the courage to 
defend it, and we will remain committed to 
preserving its cultural and environmental 
resources,” said Col. Bradley M. Magrath, 
the first base commander of MCB Camp 
Blaz.
 Born on Guam on February 14, 1928, 

Blaz was 13 years old when the island was 
attacked by Imperial Japanese forces on 
December 8, 1941. He remained on Guam 
throughout the Japanese occupation until 
Liberation in July 1944. In 1947, Blaz was 
awarded a scholarship to the University 
of Notre Dame and was subsequently 
commissioned in the United States Marine 
Corps in 1951. During his honorable and 
faithful service including a combat tour 
in Vietnam, he was awarded the Legion of 
Merit, the Bronze Star Medal with Combat 
“V” for valor, the Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal (2), and the Viet-
namese Cross of Gallantry.
 After his Marine Corps career, Blaz was 
elected to represent Guam as a Delegate 
in the U.S. House of Representatives from 
1984 through 1992. While representing 
Guam, he was instrumental in reorganizing 
Guam’s judicial system and advocated for 

improved educational benefits for veterans. 
He was an accomplished author whose 
notable memoir “Let Us Remember” cap-
tured the hardships and determination of 
the Chamorro people during the Japanese 
occupation in World War II. Blaz died 
January 8, 2014 having led a life of selfless 
public service to his nation and to the island 
of Guam. He is buried in Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery.
 The formal establishment of MCB 
Camp Blaz is a significant milestone of 
the REALIGNMENT OF FORCES and 
honors an international agreement with 
the Government of Japan while securing a 
Marine Corps posture in the Indo-Pacific 
region that is geographically distributed 
and operationally resilient. MCB Camp 
Blaz will play an essential role in strength-
ening the Department of Defense’s ability 
to deter and defend, and is also a testament 
to the strength of the U.S.-Japan alliance, 
which is a cornerstone of peace, security, 
and prosperity in the region. 

CFAO Hispanic Heritage 
Month Celebration

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communications Specialist 2nd Class Matthew Dickinson) 

Chief Sonar Technician Surface Roland Ailenbuade, 
Chief Culinary Specialist Shantelay Bolds, and Lt. j.g. 
Caleb Aaberg, assigned to Commander, Fleet Activities 
Okinawa, work together on a project as part of a FEMA 
disaster management course held onboard Camp 
Shields, Oct. 2. The course was taught remotely by 
an instructor at Naval Air Facility Atsugi due to travel 
restrictions to prevent the spread of Coronavirus.

Sailors, Marines, Soldiers, and Airmen attend the Commander, Fleet Activities Okinawa (CFAO) Hispanic Heritage Month 
Celebration on Camp Shields, Oct. 6. CFAO supports the full spectrum of Navy operations on Okinawa and its major 
tenant commands are Commander Task Force 76, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5 and Patrol and Reconnaissance 
Force 7th Fleet.

Marine Corps activates Camp Blaz in Guam
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(U.S. Army photo by Maj. Kimberly Burke)

Army, Air Force form partnership, lay 
foundation for CJADC2 interoperability

By Joe Lacdan 
Army News Service
10/2/2020 - WASHINGTON — Unity 
among military branches and a combined, 
all-domain effort could be the difference in 
winning large-scale, multi-domain battles the 
Army expects to fight in the future.
 To help achieve that goal, the Army and 
Air Force signed a two-year collaboration 
agreement in the development of Combined 
Joint All-Domain Command and Control, 
or CJADC2, which will impact units in both 
branches, leaders announced Sept 29.
 During the daylong meeting at the 
Pentagon, Army Chief of Staff Gen. James 
C. McConville and Air Force Chief of Staff 
Gen. Charles Q. Brown, Jr. discussed how to 
best combine each service’s assets to achieve 
greater synchronization. It also marked the 
first Army-Air Force talks since Brown took 
on his new role in August.
 Both service chiefs agreed to establish 
CJADC2 at the most “basic levels” by defining 
mutual standards for data sharing and service 
interfacing in an agreement that will run until 
the end of fiscal year 2022.
 Army Futures Command and the Air 
Force’s office of strategy, integration and 
requirements, A-5, will lead the effort, de-
signed by the Defense Department to deliver 
CJADC2 capabilities to the warfighter quick-
er and to promote “shared” understanding of 
concepts and capabilities.
 In the CJADC2 concept, each of the mil-
itary’s six branches would connect sensors, 
shooters and command nodes in a “mesh 
network” that would allow commanders 
more options and the ability to act faster. Each 
branch, including the newly-formed Space 
Force, must learn to interface with each other 
and successfully access data, reconnaissance 
and intelligence collected from across joint 
networks.

 “The core challenges of the future fight 
are speed and scale,” said Lt. Gen. Charles 
Flynn, Army deputy chief of staff, G-3/5/7. 
“The future fight will be much faster, and the 
joint force will have more sensors and more 
shooters. (It will) be more widely distributed 
than ever before.”
 The initiative will combine the Army’s 
Project Convergence with the Air Force and 
Space Force’s Advanced Battlefield Manage-
ment System, or ABMS, and will impact the 
joint forces’ training as well as exercises and 
demonstrations.
 Project Convergence is the Army’s plan 
to merge its joint force capabilities and keep 
pace with technological change. On Sept. 18, 
the Army completed its five-week Project 
Convergence 20 exercise at Yuma Proving 
Ground, Arizona, where it tested artificial 
intelligence capabilities along with its abilities 
to transmit information from sensors in the 
air, space and on the ground.
 Meanwhile, the Air Force developed 
ABMS to enable the joint force to quickly 
collect, analyze and transmit data at machine 
speeds. Both projects are designed to help 
make informed battlefield decisions faster.
 “ABMS is the Internet-of-Things for the 
military — it’s ‘IoT.mil.’ Imagine the level of 
situational awareness typically relegated to 
traditional brick-and-mortar centers being 
provided to those who need it most on the 
edge,” said Preston Dunlap, the Air and Space 
Force’s chief architect. “Imagine allowing 
operators to choose what data feeds are 
important to them and for others to be able 
to subscribe to get the information they need. 
The power of this architecture is unlocked by 
services, allies and partners working together 
to connect networks and share information at 
machine speed. That’s all-domain superiority. 
And today’s event took us one step closer to 
realizing that future.”

Army Maj. Gen. Bret Daugherty, center left, Washington National Guard 
adjutant general, and Air Force Brig. Gen. Gent Welsh, Washington Air National 
Guard commander, observe various software demonstrations of the Advanced 
Battle Management System at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., Sept. 2.



NOTICE
Military Family Housing Minimal 
Manning
The Kadena DOD Family Housing Office and 
Furnishing Management Section will be OPEN 
during the PACAF Family day, Oct. 13, however 
with minimal manning. Please expect longer 
wait times for service. Please plan accordingly. 
We apologize for the inconvenience. For more 
information, contact Kristen Midyett at 634-0333.

TRICARE Corner
TRICARE Open Season is the annual period 
when dependent beneficiaries can enroll in or 
change their health care coverage for the next 
year.  TRICARE Open Season is November 
9 - December 14, 2020. If you decide not to 
change health plans, your current option will be 
locked in until the next open enrollment season or 
when a qualifying life event occurs.  A qualifying 
life event allows a beneficiary to modify their 
current TRICARE health plan such as Activating 
(reservists), Deactivating (reservist), deployments, 
injured on Active Duty, PCS, Separating, Retiring, 
Marriage (or divorce), new baby, adoption, college 
age dependents, Medicare eligibility, or death in 
the family. Enrollment actions made during this 
period will take effect on January 1, 2021. Please 
visit www.tricare.mil for more information or 
contact the Kadena TRICARE office at 630-4310. 
The TRICARE office at the Kadena Medical Clinic 
is unable to assist with Federal Employees Dental 
and Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP). Please 
contact United Concordia at 1-844-653-4060 
(OCONUS) or 1-844-653-4061 (CONUS) for dental 
coverage. You can also visit www.tricare.mil/
dental or www.benefeds.com/programs for your 
dependent dental and vision coverage needs. 
Enrollment is not automatic, you must be eligible 
for the program. 

TRICARE Overseas & Referral 
Management
Have you received a referral from your Primary 
Care Manager and wondering what you should 

do next? Once RMC receives your referral from 
the PCM, they will process it to either USNHO 
or to TRICARE ISOS for off-base specialty care. 
If your referral is with USNHO, please allow 
them 3 business days to contact you to book 
your appointment. If your referral is for off-base 
specialty care, Kadena RMC will contact you to 
update all your contact information and process 
it to TRICARE ISOS, who has the ultimate 
responsibility to source a Host Nation facility 
and book the appointment. The length of time 
to receive an appointment date varies on the 
clinic specialty; this wait time may fluctuate 
between 2-8 weeks. ISOS will communicate with 
beneficiaries via email. Please note a few off base 
facilities require a negative PCR (COVID) test 3-4 
days prior to attending an off-base appointment. 
Kadena RMC will coordinate with your PCM 
team to order the PCR test for you prior to your 
appointment. For more information, any questions 
regarding referrals, contact the RMC at 630-4817.

Important Message from Your 
Shogun MEDICS
In order to provide better care to our patients, and 
allow our healthcare teams to focus on readiness, 
the 18th Medical Group is finalizing the transition 
that begun a year ago. During this final phase, you 
may see a change to your Primary Care Manager, 
yet the care you receive will remain largely 
unchanged. We thank you for your patience 
and understanding during this time. If you have 
any comments or concerns you can contact our 
Patient Administration at 630-4310.
In case you were wondering…
Why did my Primary Care Manager (PCM) 
change? – In order to maximize efficiency and 
increase access to care, our new structure allows 
dedicated provider teams to focus their attention 
to specific Squadrons and/or on the healthcare 
needs of family members. (Patients will be 
notified via mail of PCM change. Please ensure 
postal mail has been updated in DEERS.)
Am I able to request to keep my original PCM? – 
Quality of care and patient satisfaction are both 

important to us. However, requests for a PCM 
change will be routed through MDG leadership 
and be determined on an individual basis. (All 
patients have the right to request an appointment 
for a second opinion with an alternate provider.)
Is there a way to communicate concerns? – Our 
Patient and Family Partnership Council meets the 
first Thursday of every month and allows MDG 
leaders to hear the voice of the patient and family. 
For specific details you can contact our Patient 
Advocate at 630-4146.
How can I communicate with my PCM team? 
– Please check TRICARE Online’s Patient 
Portal to enroll/log in to Secure Messaging at 
www.TRICAREOnline.com. You can securely 
communicate with your PCM team for questions, 
appointments, medication refills and much more. 

TMO Personal Property & Passenger 
Travel PCS Information
For Personal Property requests (632-0068), 
please visit https://move.mil/ and send signed 
documents to: 18lrs.pptyoutbound@us.af.mil  
For Passenger Travel requests (634-7792), please 
visit our sharepoint at: https://kadena.eis.pacaf.
af.mil/18MSG/18LRS/LGRD/TMO/PT/SitePages/
Home.aspx 
For SATO, call 1-855-431-7707 (opt 3)/Japan 
0066-3381-2981 (opt 3) or e-mail kadenaab@
cwtsato.com
For more information, contact TSgt Philadoni 
Reyes at 634-7797.  

Disposition of Personal Effects, Tech. 
Sgt. Warrell Ricketts
2nd Lt. Constance Miller is authorized to make 
disposition of personal effects for Tech. Sgt. 
Warrell Ricketts, deceased, 353rd Special 
Operations Aircraft Maintenance Squadron,  as 
stated in AFI 34-244, Disposition of Personal 
Property and Effects. Any person having claims 
for or against Tech. Sgt. Warrell Ricketts should 
contact 2nd Lt. Constance Miller at DSN 634-
9152. (353 SOAMXS/CCQ/634-9152)
 

AADD Update
Airmen Against Drunk Driving is now fully 
operational! We will be operating from the 
Heritage Room in Building 728 for the time 
being. If you or anyone you know is interested in 
volunteering with us, please feel free to share the 
link below to our sign up genius page. For more 
information please stay tuned to our Facebook 
page: Kadena AB A2D2, or contact A1C Alejandro 
Rodriguez at alejandro.rodriguez.14@us.af.mil.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, you 
may seek IG assistance to determine if the 
complaint should be filed with the IG. You 
can file a complaint if you reasonably believe 
inappropriate conduct has occurred or a violation 
of law, policy, procedures, or regulation has 
been committed.  Complete the personnel 
data information on an AF Form 102 and briefly 
outline the facts and relevant information related 
to the issue or complaint. List the allegations of 
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and provide 
supporting narrative detail and documents later, 
when interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should answer 
who committed the violation; what violation was 
committed; what law, regulation, procedures, or 
policy was violated; when did the violation occur.  
Help is available: Call your Kadena IG office at 
634-7622 for Maj Sarabia, 634-2768 for SMSgt 
Aguirre, or leave a message on the Kadena Fraud, 
Waste, & Abuse (FWA) Hotline at 634-0404.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental nutrition 
program designed for pregnant, postpartum, and 
breastfeeding women, infants and children up 
to the age of 5. As a WIC Overseas participant, 
you can receive nutrition education in the form 
of individual counseling and group classes, 
breastfeeding support, supplemental foods such 
as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, eggs and fresh 
fruits and vegetables, and referrals to other health 
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care agencies. For more information and to check 
financial/residential eligibility, visit or call the WIC 
Overseas office nearest you.
• Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428) DSN:(632-9427 
or 632-6223); off base, call: 098-938-1111, then 
632-9427/6223.
• Camp Foster (Bldg. 5717) DSN:(645-9419); off 
base, call: 098-970-9419.
• Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408) DSN:(622-9424); 
off base, call: 098-954-9424.
• Camp Kinser (Bldg. 107 Rm 121) DSN:(637-
4899); off base, call: 098-970-5555.

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency 
Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds everyone 
to program their cell phones with the emergency 
numbers. To report an emergency on Kadena via 
cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an office phone, 
dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-
1911, or from an office phone, dial 911.

Air Force Comptroller Services 
Portal (CSP) Live at Kadena AB
Customers can now submit finance questions 
related to accounting, civilian pay, military pay 
and travel to 18th CPTS virtually. Customers can 
track inquiries from start to finish with notifications 
alerting of status changes. Customers can also 
search knowledge articles to find answers to 
questions without the wait! To get started visit the 
portal at: https://usaf.dps.mil/teams/saffmcsp/
portal

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you drink. 
Don’t drive – call a ride. 
For a safe ride home call these numbers: 
Kadena Taxi at 098-970-8888(option 8).
Panda Taxi (off base) 098-937-8989.
Daiko 098-932-4035.

JSVRO Appointment Booking System         
Joint Service Vehicle Registration Office is proud 
to announce that our new appointment booking 
system is active as of October 1, 2020. To register 
for an appointment, please visit or find our QR 
code on the MCIPAC Facebook page/JSVRO 
Website. You can also type “https://v2.waitwhile.
com/checkin/jointservicevehicler” into your web 
browser.  For more information, contact Staff Sgt. 
Lbarra Luis at 645-3711.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Combined Federal Campaign Kickoff 
Event
The 2020 CFC Kickoff Event, Virtual 5K & 
Marathon: Members will have from Oct. 12 - 31 
to record their fastest times (5K or Marathon) 
via smart device and send in pictures (selfies 
also encouraged) documenting their run to win 
an award. This event is for all of Team Kadena, 
family members included, to raise awareness 
about the 2020 CFC. Awards will be given to 
the fastest pace for males and females, and the 
unit with the most participation. Send run info 
to: joseph.m.fehrman2.mil@mail.mil & justin.
chitwood@us.af.mil to participate. For more 
information, contact Capt. Joseph Fehrman at 
634-4752 or Tech. Sgt. Justin Chitwood at 634-
1207.
 
Habu Fitness Center Grand Opening 
Event
The 718th Force Support Squadron will be 
hosting the opening event for the Habu Fitness 
Center on October 22 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
We will be having a circuit training session from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., giving away prizes every 30 
minutes, in addition to smoothie samples and 
a grand prize drawing for a 90-minute massage 
session at 4 p.m. The Fitness Center will feature 
state of the art cardio equipment, free weights 
and a basketball/volleyball court. This facility will 
be opened on Monday-Friday from 6 a.m. to 10 
p.m. We will be closed on weekends, holidays 
and family days.  For more information, contact 
Tech. Sgt. Krys-Ann Lawhorn at 634-9108 or 
Senior Airman Benedetta Laird at 634-8818.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Shogun Crossfit Team
The Shogun Crossfit is looking for volunteer 
coaches to help our community. For more 
information on joining our team, please email 
us at shoguncrossfit@gmail.com to get more 
information.

Native American Indian Heritage Month
The Native American Indian Heritage Month 
committee is looking for volunteers to help with 
coordinating and planning for events planned 
Nov. 1 - 30.  For more information or location, 
please contact Tech. Sgt. Jezzebelle Nguyen 
632-6453.
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