
By Military Health System 
Communications Office
2/4/2021 - Falls Church, VA — Moving 
hundreds of thousands of COVID-19 
vaccines to more than 300 military bases 
at home and abroad is a monumental 
task, especially when the supply of the 

vaccines is still in the early stage. Perhaps 
more significant is the psychological 
impact of waiting to get a shot, under-
standing the facts about its safety, and 
wading through the daily barrage of me-
dia reports and a formidable rumor mill 
amid the deadliest virus to hit the United 

States in more than a century.
 While the news has celebrated the 
current vaccines for being 95% or more 
effective to prevent illness from the virus, 
they remain among of the most important 
prevention methods to combatting the 
spread of COVID-19.
 At a Pentagon press briefing Jan. 28, 
Joint Staff Surgeon Air Force Brig. Gen. 
Paul Friedrichs described the vaccine as a 
third layer of prevention against the dis-
ease, emphasizing that the shot, combined 
with public health measures and testing, 
will help control the pandemic. 
 He said the basic personal protection 
measures of physical distancing and 
wearing face coverings and masks are “not 
going to go away in the near term as we 
roll out the vaccines.”
 That’s because research has not yet pro-
vided answers to key questions about how 
widely the vaccine can prevent the spread 
of the virus. “That’s difficult, [to know] the 
immediate assessment on the impact on 
readiness and training and operations,” 
said Air Force Col. (Dr.) Jessica Cowden, 
chief of infectious disease programs with 

the Defense Institute for Medical Opera-
tions, Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland in 
Texas. 
 “The phase 3 vaccine trial is designed 
to evaluate efficacy — how well the vac-
cines work to prevent clinical infection, 
systematic COVID. They are not designed 
to evaluate the vaccine’s ability to prevent 
an asymptomatic infection, or transmis-
sion. So those questions are still there, and 
still unanswered.”
 Cowden, who has been on assignment 
with the Joint Program Executive Office 
for Chemical, Biological, Radiological 
and Nuclear Defense (JPEO-CBRND) 
and is coordinating participation in the 
Phase 3 COVID-19 vaccine studies, was 
referring to one of many challenging 
aspects of COVID-19 — the way in 
which it can easily spread from infected 
people who show no symptoms. It’s why 
even with the high efficacy of the shots, 
mask-wearing, physical distancing, and 
quarantining must continue for the fore-
seeable future, she stressed. 
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Divine Cox)

USAF, 
JASDF and 
AAF fly in
formation

U.S. Air Force, Japan Air 
Self-Defense and Royal 
Australian Air Force aircraft 
fly in formation during Cope 
North 21 at Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam, Feb. 
9. Cope North is an annual 
multinational exercise designed 
to increase capabilities and 
improve interoperability 
among partner nations, and 
this year’s exercise focuses 
on humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief (HA/
DR) operations, large force 
employment and combat air 
forces training.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Moses Taylor) 

Airman 1st Class Jacob Boyer (left) and Staff Sgt. 
Brahm Cross, F-15C Eagle avionics technicians 
with the 67th Aircraft Maintenance Unit, ensure 
the aircraft is functioning properly, Jan. 21, at 
Kadena Air Base. Boyer and Cross ensure the 
aircrafts’ combat strength, reliability and superior 
airpower are maintained.

Senior Airman 
Juston Forde, 
directs a F-15C 
to its correct 
position for the 
refueling process, 
Jan. 21, at 
Kadena Air Base.

F-15C 
Refueling 
Exercise

F-15C 
Refueling 
Exercise

A F/A-18D Hornet waits on the tarmac as it’s 
refueled, Jan. 21, at Kadena Air Base. The F-18s 
participated in a joint exercise conducted on the 
island of Okinawa. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Rebeckah Medeiros) 

^Mr. Joshua Settles, a fire department training officer from the U.S. Army Garrison Okinawa Fire Department, receives 
the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine from Mr. James Folaran, a Red Cross paramedic, Jan. 29, at Kadena Air Base.
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By Mass Communication 
Specialist 1st Class 
David R. Krigbaum
Commander, Fleet Activities 
Okinawa Public Affairs 
2/5/2021 - KADENA AIR BASE — Ensign 
Robert G. Hudson, assigned to Command-
er, Fleet Activities Okinawa security de-
partment, was commissioned Feb. 2, 2021. 
 The Ogden, Utah native joined the 
Navy in 2010 as a master-at-arms and rose 
through the enlisted ranks to chief petty 
officer. He was inspired by his mentor Lt. 
James Bethea, currently Commander, 
Fleet Activities Sasebo security officer, with 
getting him interested in pursuing the Lim-

ited Duty Officer (LDO) commissioning 
program. First class and chief petty officers 
without college degrees can apply for the 
LDO program.
 LDOs possess technical backgrounds 
and skills which they bring with them 
from their enlisted training and experience. 
Commissioned as ensigns, they can be pro-
moted as high as captain (O-6) and serve at 
all levels of leadership from division officer 
to commanding officer afloat or ashore. 
Hudson will take his experience as a mas-
ter-at-arms and become a security officer.
 “I wanted to become an LDO because of 
how LDOs I witnessed in the past carried 
themselves, affected positive change, and 
were SMEs [subject matter experts] in their 
field,” said Hudson. “I looked up to them 
and wanted to do everything I could to be 
selected as one and pay forward the lessons 
they’ve instilled in me.” 
 Becoming an LDO requires submitting 
a package and going before an appraisal 
board. A candidate’s career history and the 
package are reviewed and if approved the 
candidate begins the transition from enlist-
ed to officer. The process for Hudson took a 
year from beginning to commissioning. He 
said the unfamiliar administrative process 
was the biggest challenge in applying but 
that he was able to overcome by finding 
knowledgeable people and getting their 
assistance.
 Hudson will depart Okinawa to attend 
the LDO/CWO (Chief Warrant Officer) 
Academy in Newport, Rhode Island.
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USO provides support to Marines waiting 
to receive the COVID-19 vaccine

CFAO Security Chief Petty 
Officer Commissioned

MCIPAC leaders receive second 
dose of COVID-19 vaccine

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Alex Fairchild) 

U.S. Navy Seaman Gaitan 
August, a hospital corpsman with 
U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa 
(USNHO), prepares the COVID-19 
vaccination to be administered 
to Marine Corps Installations 
Pacific (MCIPAC) leaders at the 
USNHO, Camp Foster, Okinawa, 
Feb. 9. The vaccine is crucial in 
the fight against COVID-19 and 
is essential in mitigating further 
spread of the ongoing virus. 
MCIPAC leadership received 
their second dose of the vaccine 
as part of the Department of 
Defense’s phased approach 
to remain a lethal and ready 
expeditionary fighting force. 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Alex Fairchild) 

By Lance Cpl. Alex Fairchild
Marine Corps Installations Pacific
2/2/2021 - CAMP FOSTER — As 
approximately 1,000 service members 
waited outside the U.S. Naval Hospital 
Okinawa to receive the vaccine, United 
Service Organizations representatives 
gave a warm welcome for all by 
providing drinks, snacks and fun-filled 
games to help pass the wait time.
 “Today we teamed up with the Gary 
Sinise Foundation to provide a small 
breakfast and refreshments for the 
service members in line for the vaccine,” 
said Cindy Kirkman, the USO Camp 
Foster Area Programs Manager, and a 
native of Sheridan, Wyoming. “We want 
to be right beside our service members 
and give them that extra boost in the 
arm in any way possible.”
 Kirkman explained that partnering 
with the Gary Sinise Foundation helped 
the USO raise the donation money to 
work as the physical arms and legs for 
them in the event.
 The foundation is built on serving the 
nation by honoring defenders, veterans, 
first responders, their families and those 
in need by creating and supporting 
programs designed to entertain, 
educate, inspire, strengthen and build 
communities.
 “Although I got here to receive the 
vaccine early this morning, I still had 
to wait in line for a long time,” said U.S. 
Marine Corps Pfc. Jeremiah Grigsby, a 
maintenance management specialist 
with 3rd Maintenance Battalion, 3rd 

Marine Logistics Group and a native of 
Chicago, Illinois. “The USO gave me a 
much-needed pick-me-up while I was 
waiting outside.”
 Grigsby explained that because 
a number of service members were 
unaware of the wait time for the vaccine, 
they were relieved to find that the 
USO provided free refreshments and 
entertainment.
 Kirkman said that despite the 
challenges of COVID-19, the USO is 
committed to serving and has found 
ways to adapt and reach out to service 
members in every way that they can.
 “It’s all about showing love and 
support to our troops and to help them 
stay mission ready,” said Kirkman. 
“We’re here to help protect the force and 
keep them in the fight. We’re all in this 
fight against the pandemic together, and 
we will be there to help every step of the 
way.”
 Grigsby explained that no matter 
where he is, he always finds the USO 
there to support service members 
despite the challenges of the pandemic.
 For more than 75 years, the USO has 
been the nation’s leading organization 
to serve the men and women in the U.S. 
military, and their families, throughout 
their time in uniform. From the moment 
they join, through their assignments 
and deployments, and as they transition 
back to their communities, the USO 
is keeping service members and their 
families connected to family, home and 
country. 

Angela Tom, the United Service Organizations 
(USO) Camp Foster Center Manager, provides 
Marines with drinks and refreshment at the U.S. 
Naval Hospital Okinawa on Camp Foster, Feb. 2.
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 Like any medication or vaccination, 
it’s normal to wonder about the safety of 
what’s going into your body, and defense 
health experts express high levels of 
confidence in the safety of the COVID-19 
vaccine. 
 “On one level, it’s amazingly fast,” said 
Dr. Clay Holloway, director of the Office of 
Strategy and Integration at JPEO CBRND, 
where part of the office’s charge is “medical 
countermeasures” for the military and 
special operations. “On another level, it’s 
unfair to say that this is all the time that’s 
been put into it, because we’ve spent quite 
a while developing the messenger RNA 
platform, and understanding what it can 
do, what it can’t do. But there are limits 
to how much you can profile the safety. 
You’ve really got to get whatever it is you’re 
vaccinating against, and see how that 
interacts with the body and whether it’s 
effective or not.”
 In other words, the mRNA vaccine has 
been around for a few years now, but the 
COVID-19 trials are the first real test of 
the impact of it. The testing was unprece-
dented, experts agree.
 “It did take the whole nationwide 
effort, the whole of government, the whole 
of industry effort to bring these forward 
this fast,” Holloway said, adding that “the 
Food and Drug Administration does its 
job incredibly well. When you take a drug 
from them ... you can be pretty confident 
it’s going to work.”
 He added how the COVID-19 trials 
were accelerated by doing a lot of things 
in parallel instead of in a series of steps, 
much different from the normal method. 
It means looking at the same number of 
people tested and generating the same 
amount of data.
 “But again, that’s not normal, because 
we don’t normally have the entire nation’s 
resources all focused on one problem,” he 
said. “This was unique.”

 There are many other unknowns. How 
long can the vaccines live in the freezer? 
What about efficacy against new variants 
of the virus? When does the nation get to 
the point where enough people become 
immune to prevent the spread? Will you 
have immunity for life? Answers remains 
elusive, but waiting on every implication 
of a new vaccine is not what “emergency 
use authorization” is all about. 
 “We do know that it takes that second 
shot, or single booster [three or four weeks 
after the first], to get really good initial effi-
cacy,” Cowden said. “We’ll have to see how 
long you keep that immunity, and that’s 
fairly common for different vaccines.” 
 With most vaccines, the idea is that 
you don’t get perfect protection forever, 
but good enough protection to keep you 
from becoming ill for a period, the doctors 
said. Take the new Shingrix vaccine, ap-
proved in 2017 to treat shingles, a painful, 
blistering illness. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention recommends that 
healthy adults 50 and older get two doses 
separated by two to six months. In studies, 
Shingrix was more than 97% effective, and 
as of late 2019, protection stayed above 
85% effectiveness at four years after vacci-
nations. Testing will continue, as with all 
vaccines. 

 Likewise, the COVID-19 vaccine 
needs to be tracked over time, Holloway 
said, to see how long the vaccinated “keep 
their antibodies up.” It could be that the 
virus needs an annual inoculation, like 
for seasonal influenza, but it is too early 
to tell. Those getting the vaccine now 
will not have to go back for testing, but 
should simply stay up to date on vaccine 
news to know whether they need to be 
re-vaccinated.
 As far as the physical impact of the 
shots, or side effects, some people have 
none. Some get a sore arm. Some get 
headaches, or a fever. A very small number 
get a bad allergic reaction, but it is one that 
is usually seen within 15 or 20 minutes. 
Just like with giving blood, you are asked 
to stick around for a while after getting the 
relatively painless jab.
 Despite the many articles and constant 
stream of information about the safety of 
the COVID-19 vaccines and the means of 
slowing the virus, the anti-vaccine senti-
ment remains stubborn, and is impacting 
efforts at effective messaging. 
 Recently, for example, there were many 
negative comments on the TRICARE 
Facebook page when facts on the vaccine 
were presented. Beneficiaries shared that 
they were unwilling to get a COVID-19 

vaccine without knowing the long-term 
side effects, or that they think the vaccine 
is a bigger risk than COVID-19 itself (you 
cannot acquire COVID from the vaccines). 
Experts caution to be wary about unprov-
en theories via the so-called “rumor mill,” 
and seek credible information. 
 “COVID-19 vaccines are brand new 
products, in a pandemic-weary world that 
is flooded with social media information,” 
said Dr. Margaret Ryan, medical director 
of the Defense Health Agency’s Immuni-
zation Healthcare Division. “This environ-
ment may engender much misinforma-
tion. People should be encouraged to seek 
reliable information from universities, the 
Centers for Disease Control, the FDA, and 
DOD — especially the DHA Immuniza-
tion Healthcare Division website.”
 Ryan said that though it is not manda-
tory for military members, she encourages 
everyone to be vaccinated as soon as it is 
offered to them.
 “People should feel confident in 
these highly effective vaccines that have 
reassuring safety profiles after millions 
of doses have been administered,” she 
said. “Receiving COVID-19 vaccination 
reduces one’s personal risk of infection, 
protects other people, and helps the world 
to eventually emerge from the pandemic.”
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(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Rebeckah Medeiros) 

^U.S. Air Force Capt. Mike Palmer, a physician assistant from 
the 18th Operational Medical Readiness Squadron, receives 
the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine from Mr. James Folaran, a Red 
Cross paramedic, Jan. 29, at Kadena Air Base.

^Kathryn Cleffi, a registered dietician from the 18th 
Operational Medical Readiness Squadron receives the 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, Jan. 29, at Kadena Air 
Base.

^U.S. Air Force Capt. Jason Lail, a registered nurse from 
the 18th Health Care Operations Squadron, administers the 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine to Mr. James Folaran, a Red 
Cross paramedic, Jan. 29, at Kadena Air Base.
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By Lt. Cassandra 
Thompson
Commander, Submarine 
Group Seven
2/2/2021 - OKINAWA — The 
Ohio-class guided-missile sub-
marine USS Ohio (SSGN 726) 
made a brief stop near Okinawa, 
Japan today as part of her deploy-
ment to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of 
operations, giving the crew a rare 
opportunity to integrate with a 
III Marine Expeditionary Force 
(MEF) force reconnaissance ele-
ment in the area. 
 The exercise tested a joint ex-
peditionary concept in which Ma-
rines could safely embark aboard 
a submarine via a combat rubber 
raiding craft (CRRC). In line with 
the Tri-Service Maritime Strategy, 
the exercise was part of ongoing 
III MEF-U.S. 7th Fleet efforts to 
provide flexible, forward-postured 
and quick response options to re-
gional commanders. This strate-
gy provides guidance to the U.S. 

Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast 
Guard on how to employ forces 
in day-to-day competition, crisis, 
and conflict allowing the services 
to deliver naval superiority at sea. 
 “Every time we train with our 
Marine Corps counterparts, it 
sharpens our ability to respond 
fluidly to regional challenges, de-
liver combat-tested capabilities 
and prevail in day-to-day com-
petition, in crisis and in conflict,” 
said Capt. Kurt Balagna, com-
manding officer, Ohio (Gold). 
“My crew was fully invested in 
making this a successful event, 
and proving that this unconven-
tional concept could be a viable 
option in our warfighting toolkit.”
 “This training demonstrates 
the ability of Force Reconnais-
sance Marines in III MEF to oper-
ate with strategic U.S. Navy assets,” 
said III MEF Force Reconnais-
sance Company Commanding 
Officer Maj. Daniel Romans. “As 
the stand-in force in the first is-

land chain, it is critical that Force 
Reconnaissance Marines are ca-
pable of being employed across a 
myriad of U.S. Navy platforms in 
order to enhance the lethality of 
the fleet in the littoral environ-
ment. Reconnaissance Marines 
have a proud history of working 
with submarines and we look for-
ward to sustaining these relation-
ships in the future.” 
 Over the next several months, 
submarine force leaders will con-
tinue to explore joint training op-
portunities, focusing on integrated 
exercises that enable agile, respon-
sive and scalable force employ-
ment across a spectrum of warf-
ighting areas.
 Armed with tactical missiles 
and equipped with superior com-
munications capabilities, Ohio 
is able to conduct large-volume, 
short-notice strike missions and 
covertly deploy special opera-
tions forces.
 Ohio is the fourth U.S. Navy 

ship to bear the name, and is the 
first in her class of ballistic missile 
submarines (SSBNs) and guid-
ed-missile submarines (SSGNs). 
She was commissioned Nov. 11, 
1981 and became the first of four 
Trident SSBNs to convert to SS-
GNs, completing her conversion 
Feb. 7, 2006.
 Ohio and her sister ship, the 
Ohio-class guided-missile sub-
marine USS Michigan (SSGN 
727), are both homeported at Na-
val Base, Kitsap in Bangor, Wash-
ington.
 As the U.S. Navy’s largest for-
ward deployed fleet, U.S. 7th Fleet 
routinely operates between 50-70 

ships and submarines and 140 air-
craft with approximately 20,000 
Sailors. 7th Fleet’s area of oper-
ation spans more than 124 mil-
lion square kilometers, stretch-
ing from the International Date 
Line to the India/Pakistan bor-
der; and from the Kuril Islands in 
the North to the Antarctic in the 
South Pacific, providing securi-
ty and stability to the region. 7th 
Fleet interacts with 35 other mar-
itime nations to build partner-
ships that foster maritime security 
while conducting a wide-range of 
missions to support humanitarian 
efforts and uphold international 
laws and freedoms of the sea.

 (U.S. Marine Corps photos by Sgt. Danny Gonzalez) 

(U.S Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Destiny Dempsey) 

U.S. Marines from Force Reconnaissance Company, III Marine 
Expeditionary Force (MEF), utilize combat rubber raiding crafts 
to approach the Ohio-class guided-missile submarine USS Ohio 
(SSGN 726), deployed in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations, 
during an integration exercise off the coast of Okinawa, Feb. 2.

CLB-31 rehearses NeO

USS Ohio conducts joint operations with 
Marine Corps Element near Okinawa

    U.S. Marines with the 
31st Marine Expeditionary 
Unit (MEU) exfiltrate after a 
noncombatant evacuation 
rehearsal in Okinawa, 
Feb. 6. The 31st MEU is 
operating aboard ships of 
the America Expeditionary 
Strike Group in the 7th 
fleet area of operations to 
enhance interoperability 
with allies and partners and 
serve as a ready response 
force to defend peace and 
stability in the Indo-Pacific 
Region.

U.S. Marines with the 31st Marine Expeditionary 
Unit (MEU), watch from an MV-22B Osprey tiltrotor 
aircraft with Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 
262 (Reinforced), 31st MEU, after a noncombatant 
evacuation rehearsal in Okinawa, Feb. 6.

^
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NOTICE
Power Outage Kadena Air Base
Kadena Air Base will be undergoing a series 
of large-scale power outages beginning in 
January 2021. The specific power outage 
dates are Feb 13, Feb 20,  Feb 27, Mar 6, Mar 
13 & 20 with backup dates scheduled for Mar 
27 & Apr 3. The majority of the outages will 
occur from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. For more detailed 
information, contact Crizaldey Azucena at 
632-7511 or visit https://www.kadena.af.mil/
Kadena_Housing_Office/
The 718th Civil Engineer Squadron will be 
conducting a series of large-scale power 
outages beginning January 2021 for portions 
of Kadena Air Base and Camp Lester. The 
outages will occur over the next three months 
with 11 scheduled dates and two backup 
dates. The majority of the power outages will 
occur between 2200 and 0600. Prior to every 
power outage, affected housing residents 
will receive a notification on the front door of 
their homes. These outages are required for 
repairing and upgrading the current degraded 
electrical infrastructure as well as ensuring 
the safety of the technicians doing the repair 
work. We appreciate everyone’s patience, 
understanding and cooperation as we strive 
to improve the current situation and avoid the 
potential for unscheduled outages of a longer 
duration in the future.  For more information 
about the upcoming power outages, please 
contact Crizaldey Azucena at 632-7511 or visit 
the Okinawa Military Family Housing section 
of Kadena’s website. Please also follow us on 
our Facebook page for the latest updates on 
this project.

Need COVID results
Tricare Online now allows you to access your 
medical records in the privacy of your own 
home. TOL Patient Portal Health Record 
grants access to Outpatient Medications, 
Allergies, Outpatient Problem Lists, Outpatient 
Encounters, Laboratory and Radiology 

Results, Vital Signs and Immunizations. TOL 
Patient Portal Health Record provides access 
to the last 30 years of personal health data. 
You can securely view, download, save, or 
print health records in portable document 
format (.pdf), or (.xml), print for yourself and 
your family members under the age of 12. 
Health Record data may not be viewed for 
children over the age of 12 with the exception 
of viewing COVID Lab results. Go to TOL 
today and create an account using one of 
the following methods: CAC, username and 
password or your mypay information, it’s that 
simple. https://www.tricareonline.com/  For 
more information, any questions regarding 
referrals, contact the RMC at 630-4817.
 
How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the IG. 
You can file a complaint if you reasonably 
believe inappropriate conduct has occurred 
or a violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation has been committed.  Complete 
the personnel data information on an AF 
Form 102 and briefly outline the facts 
and relevant information related to the 
issue or complaint. List the allegations of 
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and 
provide supporting narrative detail and 
documents later, when interviewed by an 
IG person. Allegations should be written as 
bullets and should answer who committed 
the violation; what violation was committed; 
what law, regulation, procedures, or policy 
was violated; when did the violation occur.  
Help is available: Call your Kadena IG office 
at 634-7622 for Maj Sarabia, 634-2768 for 
SMSgt Aguirre, or leave a message on the 
Kadena Fraud, Waste, & Abuse (FWA) Hotline 
at 634-0404.

AADD Update
Airmen Against Drunk Driving is not 
operational. However, they will make 
Facebook post when the program is back 
up and running! For more information please 
stay tuned to our Facebook page: Kadena 
AB A2D2, or contact A1C Alejandro Gonzalez 
Rodriguez, alejandro.gonzalez_rodriguez@
us.af.mil .  Thank you for your patience during 
these challenging times. We hope to see you 
soon!

18th Munitions Squadron Semi-
Annual 100% Inventory
The 18th MUNS will be conducting their 
Semi-Annual 100% Munitions Inventory from 
March 8-12. Munitions custodians will not be 
able to pick-up or turn-in munitions during 
the inventory dates. If you require munitions 
between March 8-12, please coordinate with 
Munitions Operations as soon as possible to 
schedule a pick up before the inventory start 
date. For more information, contact Tech. 
Sgt. Brett Combs or Tech. Sgt. Beau Bridges 
at 632-5233.

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency 
on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and 
from an office phone, dial 911. For Camp 
Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or from an 
office phone, dial 911.

Public Affairs Photo Studio
The Public Affairs photo studio is open 
Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 
p.m. Appointments are available in half-
hour increments. *Award, bio or package 
submission photos are scheduled on Monday 
- Wednesday.  *Full length photos are only 
available on Thursday.

Official Passport photos are by appointment 
only on Mon - Fri, and require a letter or 
voucher from your UDM or the passport 
office. Photos are for official use only. For 
questions or scheduling, please call at 634-
4013 / 634-3813.

Kadena Housing Office Change in 
Operating Hours
The Kadena DOD Family Housing Office will 
take walk-ins only from 9 – 10 a.m. and 2 – 3 
p.m. hours, Mon thru Friday. To schedule 
an appointment, call at 634-0582/3 or email 
kadenahousing.customerservice@us.af.mil All 
Air Force TLA will only be processed via email.  
The Kadena MHO will close at noon every 2nd 
and 4th Wednesday of the month for training. 
For more information, contact Kristen Midyett 
at 634-4008.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental nutrition 
program designed for pregnant, postpartum, 
and breastfeeding women, infants and 
children up to the age of 5. As a WIC Overseas 
participant, you can receive nutrition education 
in the form of individual counseling and group 
classes, breastfeeding support, supplemental 
foods such as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, eggs 
and fresh fruits and vegetables, and referrals 
to other health care agencies. 
For more information and to check financial/
residential eligibility, visit or call the WIC 
Overseas office nearest you.
Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428) at 632-9427 or 
632-6223; off base, call: 098-938-1111, then 
632-9427/6223.
Camp Foster (Bldg. 5717) at 645-9419; off 
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base, call: 098-970-9419.
Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408) at 622-9424; off 
base, call: 098-954-9424.
Camp Kinser (Bldg. 107, Room 121) at 637-
4899; off base, call: 098-970-5555.

AirMENTORSHIP
AirMENTORSHIP is a Mentoring Program 
made for airmen, by airmen. We are in need of 
both Mentees (E-1 to E-4) and Mentors (NCOs, 
SNCOs, CGOs. And Civilian employees). 
Interested members will complete and submit 
an application and each Mentee will be 
paired with a Mentor. Members are matched 
based on interest and the responses listed 
on the application. For more information and 
applications, call Senior Airman Dyana Dillard 
at 634-1275.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Free Vehicle Safety Inspection
The free safety inspection will be provided to 
all personally owned vehicles Feb 20 at the 
Schilling Center parking lot from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. We are doing this to educate the public 
on automobile maintenance practices which 
could potentially avert accidents, injuries, and 
fatalities. Our inspection would almost serve 
as a pre-JCI which could also help people 
save some money too. For more information, 
contact Senior Airman Konstantin Lee at 634-
9644.
 
2021 Summer Hire Program
The Summer Hire Program will run from 
June 21 through August 13, 2021. Part-time 
(20hrs/week) Clerk and Laborer Positions 
are available at various activities on Kadena 
Air Base. Application and instructions will 
be available online at https://kadenafss.
com/career/civilian-personnel-section/ from 
March 8 to 19, 2021. SOFA college and 
school-age dependents (age 14 through 22) 
of DoD military and US appropriated fund 
civilian employees are eligible to participate. 
For more information, call at 634-2228.

18th Wing Annual Awards Ceremony 
Facebook Live
Kadena will hold the 18th Wing Annual Awards 
Ceremony on Feb. 19 at 3:30 p.m. at the NCO 
Rocker Club. In order to comply with social 
distancing and the latest CSD guidelines, 

the ceremony will be broadcast live from the 
Kadena Top 3 Facebook page. Please join us 
on Facebook Live as we celebrate the hard 
working men and women of the 18th Wing.  
For more information, contact Master Sgt. 
Brittnay Goz at 632-5309.
 
Kadena Hispanic Heritage 
Association General Meeting
Kadena Hispanic Heritage Association will 
be having their general meeting Feb. 17 at 1 
p.m. in Bldg. 721-B in the conference room. 
All branches and dependents are welcome to 
join the meeting. Please do not forget your 
face masks! For more information, contact 
Staff Sgt. Marcela Medina at 634-3300.
 
AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting
Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553 
Monthly Meeting Feb. 17 at 11:30 a.m. at the 
NCO Club. Come out to learn about what 
AFSA can do for you! Civilians, all enlisted 
& officers and all branches are welcome 
to attend. There’s a chance to win a free 
membership!! For more information, contact 
Tech. Sgt. Amanda Chom at 634-8140.
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