


By Airman 1st Class 
Stephen Pulter
18th Wing Public Affairs
3/11/2021 - KADENA AIR 
BASE — Ten years ago on March 
11, 2011, a 9.0 magnitude earth-
quake, followed by a massive 
33-foot tsunami, decimated the 
coast of Honshu, Japan. In the 
aftermath, the Government of 
Japan reached out to the United 
States for assistance and Team 
Kadena was ready to respond.
 Shortly after the earthquake 
and tsunami struck, a devastat-
ing radiation-filled explosion 
occurred at the Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear power plant. The 
chain of events resulted in the 
deaths of over 15,000 people and 
left thousands more injured and 
unaccounted for, setting off Op-
eration Tomodachi – meaning 
“friend” – a joint humanitarian 
effort between Japan and the U.S. 
to provide relief to impacted Jap-
anese civilians and U.S. military 
bases.
 On March 12, 2011, a Navy 
P-3 Orion departed Kadena AB 
and was the first U.S. aircraft 
on station at Honshu Coast for 
Operation Tomodachi. The P-3 
Orion began to make initial 
damage assessments along the 
Japanese coastline, mapping 
numerous debris fields and 
allowing both Japanese and U.S. 

operations to resupply isolated 
Japanese personnel.
 Units and assets continued 
to join the effort to include a 
KC-135R Stratotanker from the 
909th Air Refueling Squadron, 
bringing over 50 engineers from 
the 18th Civil Engineer Squad-
ron to begin restoring power to 

Misawa Air Base within 32 hours 
of being notified.
 Additionally, the 33rd and 
31st Rescue Squadrons came 
together to provide even more 
essential personnel and assets 
for the relief efforts to include 
pararescuemen, combat rescue 
officers, a search, evasion, resis-

tance and escape specialist and a 
communications specialist. De-
spite half of the 33rd RQS being 
deployed to Afghanistan, when 
word of the disaster hit, they rap-
idly deployed available units on 
Kadena to assist, recalled Lt. Col. 
Gabriel Brown, the 33rd Rescue 
Squadron commander.

 The 33rd RQS crews began 
search and rescue efforts over 
the city of Tokyo and as far north 
as Sendai. They also assisted 
by bringing food, water and 
medical supplies to displaced 
Japanese citizens. Search and 
rescue eventually transitioned 
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^U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Dominick Ferneding, an aircraft metals technology 
craftsman with the 18th Equipment Maintenance Squadron, puts on his welding gloves at 
Kadena Air Base, Feb. 26.

U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Dominick 
Ferneding, an aircraft metals technology 
craftsman with the 18th Equipment 
Maintenance Squadron, practices welding 
techniques with an oxy torch at Kadena Air 
Base, Feb. 26. Wearing a welding helmet 
is required for aircraft metals technology 
members to protect their eyes from debris and 
radiant energy. Helmets help prevent flash 
burns, a painful inflammation of the cornea. 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla)

18th EMS 
technician 
hones 
welding 
skills

18th EMS 
technician 
hones 
welding 
skills

10-year anniversary of unshakable friendship
    Members 
of the 18th 
Civil Engineer 
Squadron wait to 
receive briefings 
after arriving at 
Misawa Air Base 
from Kadena Air 
Base, March 13, 
2011.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Marie Brown)

    A team from the 15 Brigade, Japan 
Ground Self-Defense Force, gathers for 
instruction before heading to mainland 
Japan, March 16, 2011. Teams from the 
15 Brigade, JGSDF along with thousands 
of pounds of supplies are departing from 
Kadena Air Base for northern Japan to 
aid earthquake and tsunami victims.

   U.S. Navy VP-4’s P-3 
Orion during a search and 
rescue mission over the 
Pacific Ocean on March 
14, 2011. Streams of debris 
float in the Pacific Ocean off 
the coast of Japan after the 
9.0 magnitude earthquake 
and subsequent tsunami 
that hit the nation on March 
11, 2011. 

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Steve White) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Sara Csurilla)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Sara Csurilla)

    Senior Airman Andrew Ammerman, an 
Air Terminal Operations Center controller 
with the 733rd Air Mobility Squadron, Sgt. 
Derek Long, a loadmaster with the Royal 
Australian Air Force and Capt. Hirofumi 
Shimoda, the chief of Public Affairs 
with the 15 Brigade, Japan Ground 
Self-Defense Force, greet each other 
after a Royal Australian Aircraft landed at 
Kadena Air Base,  March 16, 2011. 
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Jarvie Z. Wallace) 

    Kadena’s Airmen prepare 
to load a Type 73 truck onto a 
Royal Australian Air Force C-17 
Globemaster III at Kadena Air 
Base, March 17, 2011.  Several 
Japan Ground Self-Defense 
Force vehicles were loaded on 
the Royal Australian Air Force 
aircraft headed to Yokota Air 
Base to provide assistance for 
the earthquake and tsunami 
victims in northern Japan.

^

^
^
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to air sampling missions, en-
abling detection of the presence 
of radiation in order to help 
ongoing operations. In addition, 
both rescue squadrons offered 
humanitarian aid by moving 
supplies and radiation suits 
around the region.
 The 353rd Special Operations 

Group deployed units under the 
order of Col. Robert Toth, the 
Joint Force Special Operations 
component commander. The 
units included the U.S. Army’s 
First Special Forces Group and 
Naval Special Warfare Unit 1. 
Additionally, the 320th Special 
Tactics Squadron and 17th 

Special Operations Squadron 
were called in. However, due to 
inclement weather they were 
unable to land at Sendai as orig-
inally planned, and ended up 
landing at Matsushima Airport 
to establish Air Traffic Control 
services, opening that area up for 
the first humanitarian aid and 

disaster relief supply delivery 
and distribution.
 “The weather was incredibly 
bad … Our aircraft iced up and 
we had to turn around,” Brown 
said. “When we were planning 
the mission I remember the 
glass was broken in the airport, 
and these workers were in there 
working hard to keep missions 
flowing with cold air flooding in. 
I won’t forget seeing that selfless-
ness.”
 With Matsushima Airport 
open, control was transferred 
to Japanese forces and the 
focus was now on opening up 
Sendai Airport. The 1st Special 
Operations Squadron landed an 
MC-130H Combat Talon II and 
offloaded supplies and a forklift 
to assist Marines from Task 
Force Fuji as well as the U.S. Ar-
my’s Combat Logistics Regiment 
35 in clearing the airport. When 
Sendai was finally cleared for 
use, C-17 Globemaster III, C-5, 
and Boeing 747 aircraft were able 
to drop off disaster relief supplies 
loaded by the 733rd Air Mobil-
ity Squadron and 18th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron.
 “Sendai was key to getting a lot 
of the relief goods and teams in 
from around the world to come 
in and assist with rebuilding and 
helping the Japanese people,” said 
Larry Haro, the 33rd Helicopter 
Maintenance Unit equipment 
specialist. “How could nature in 
a matter of minutes destroy so 
much? I felt so heartbroken for 
the people that were affected.”
 While some estimated it 
would take five years to open up 
Sendai Airport, with Japanese 
and U.S. forces working together, 

it was ready for commercial 
operations in just over a month, 
allowing 900 tons of human-
itarian relief to be delivered 
and over 400 passengers to be 
transported. With Sendai open, 
Japanese forces regained control 
of the airport and Operation 
Tomodachi concluded on April 
13, 2011.
 It goes without saying, none 
of these operations could have 
happened without the main-
tenance teams ensuring every 
aircraft for every unit was ready 
and capable to respond as quick-
ly and efficiently as possible. 
 “It was a combined effort,” said 
Capt. Tracy Jenne, 33rd HMU 
officer in charge – an Airman at 
the time of the disaster. “We are a 
maintenance unit along with our 
brothers and sisters at the Rescue 
Squadron. It really opened my 
eyes to the impact of what we do 
with our allies and how we take 
care of each other.”
 A decade later, Operation 
Tomodachi represents a pinnacle 
of companionship between 
Japan and the U.S., with support 
for each other continuing to be 
reciprocated to this day. Pres-
ently, 54,000 service members of 
USFJ spend thousands of hours 
volunteering and contributing 
to the local communities every 
year, continuing to demonstrate 
the precedent of the friendship 
between the U.S. and Japan that 
Operation Tomodachi represents.
 “The U.S. and Japanese 
alliance is arguably the most im-
portant of this century,” Brown 
said.  “This is a friendship that 
is to the bone, and we will abso-
lutely respond in a time of need.”
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Samuel Morse)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Yasuo Osakabe)

^Airmen from the 320th Special Tactics 
Squadron exit an MC-130P Combat Shadow on 
their way to Sendai Airport, Yokota Air Base, 
March 16, 2011.

    Members of the 320th Special Tactics 
Squadron arrive at Sendai Airport March 16, 
2011 and begin to assess the damage and 
what they can do to help.

^

^Members of the 320th Special Tactics 
Squadron unload ten pallets of humanitarian 
relief supplies on March 20, 2011. The supplies 
were delivered by the first C-17 Globemaster III 
aircraft to land at the airport. 

^A joint team of U.S. Air Force and Marine search and rescue look over the disas-
trous after-math of Sendai Airport, March 13, 2011.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Samuel Morse)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Samuel Morse)



^An MC-130P Combat Shadow from the 17th Special Operations 
Squadron refuels two HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopters from the 33rd 
Rescue Squadron at the Pacific Ocean, March 18, 2011.

^Staff Sgt. Ryan Miller and Airman 1st Class Jessica Ball, connect 
power cables from a generator to the main breaker at the Misawa Inn 
at Misawa Air Base, March 14, 2011. Members of the 18th Civil Engi-
neer Squadron arrived in Misawa to help with base recovery efforts.

^Tech. Sgt. Joanie Long, readiness NCOIC at Kadena 
Air Bases’ 18th Aeromedicine Squadron’s Bioenviron-
mental Engineering Flight, inspects equipment similar 
to that which was been taken to mainland Japan on 
March 15, 2011. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Lakisha Croley)

^Airman 1st Class Michael Bagley and Staff Sgt. Ryan Miller from the 18th 
Civil Engineer Squadron go over a checklist to ensure they have all of their 
equipment March 12, 2011 at Kadena Air Base. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by 2nd Lt. Christopher Love)

^A search and rescue team from the 33rd Rescue Squadron observes a universal 
“SOS” sign on a coastal roadway in northeastern Japan, March 14, 2011.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Steve White) 

^Lt. Matthew Welch, left, Chief Naval Aircrewman Terry Hill, middle, and 
Lt. Evan Wolfe pilot one of VP-4’s P-3 Orion, from Kadena Air Base, during a 
search and rescue mission over the Pacific Ocean on March 14, 2011.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Katrina R. Menchaca)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Katrina R. Menchaca)

^Airmen from the 33rd Rescue Squadron partner with a Japanese Disaster 
Medical Assistance team to unload an earthquake victim from a HH-60G Pave 
Hawk helicopter, March 14, 2011.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Samuel Morse)

^Members of the 320th Special Tactics Squadron shovel mud and 
silt off the main apron at Sendai Airport March 16, 2011. The Airmen 
of the 320th STS did their part to help clear the flightline, even if it 
meant using their own two hands.

^Airmen camp out in the passenger terminal at Sendai Airport 
March 28, 2011. The terminal provided protection from the elements 
at Sendai where the temperature often dropped below freezing, and 
the only power available was from generators. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Samuel Morse) (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Samuel Morse)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Yasuo Osakabe) (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Marie Brown)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Maeson L. Elleman)

A combat controller from the 320th 
Special Tactics Squadron, waits for a 
C-17 Globemaster III to taxi back after 
landing at Sendai Airport March 20, 2011. 
The combat controller used his all-terrain 
vehichle as a “follow me” car to guide the 
C-17 to its cargo offload point.
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^A Japanese relief worker shows his appreciation to Airman 1st Class Veronica Cox, 
33rd Rescue Squadron, after a pair of HH-60s deliver food, water and medical supplies 
from Yokota Air Base, March 20, 2011. 



(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Steve Acuff) 

^Capt. Vieet Rajan, III Marine Expeditionary Force, speaks with survivors at 
a shelter facility located inside Watariha Elementary School, Ishinomaki city, 
Miyagi Prefecture, Japan, March 23, 2011.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Gunnery Sgt. Leo Salinas)

^U.S. Navy Lt. Boyce Gire, a medical planner with the humanitarian assistance 
survey team, III Marine Expeditionary Force (Fwd) hands candy to Japanese 
children during a survey of the Tagajo City Cultural Center March 21, 2011.

(U.S. Army photo by LTC Ken Walker)

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by  Cpl. Dengrier Baez)

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Jason Chatman) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Garry J. Welch)

^Marines with the Battalion Landing Team 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines, 31st 
Marine Expeditionary Unit, clear debris off a road, at island of Oshima, Miyagi 
Prefecture, April 4, 2011. 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Ethan Johnson)

^Sgt. Ryan M. James with Marine Medium Helicopter Squad-
ron 265, Marine Aircraft Group 36, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, 
III Marine Expeditionary Force, based out of Marine Corps Air 
Station Futenma, and Japan Self-Defense Force service mem-
bers unload bottled food for Japanese citizens affected by the 
earthquake and tsunami from the back of a CH-46E Sea Knight, 
March 20, 2011. 

^Six Soldiers from the 10th Support Group along with six Soldiers from 
the 78th Aviation Battalion worked 13 hours to remove two Helicopters 
which were in route to the Philippines and redirected to be used in the relief 
efforts in Japan, at Naha Military Port, March 12, 2011.

^Marines with the Combat Logistics Regiment 37, 3rd Marine Logistics 
Group, III Marine Expeditionary Force, load Chemical Biological Radiolog-
ical Nuclear gear onto a cargo palette to be transported to Atsugi, Japan 
in support of Operation Tomodachi at Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, 
March 16, 2011. 

 (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Derek Kuhn)

^U.S. Army Spc. Rufo Lujan-Espinosa, a unit supply specialist 
with the 10th Support Group out of Torii Station, surveys the 
damage from the March 11 tsunami as he leads the fuel convoy 
on April 8, 2011. 

Marines, Airmen, and 
members of the Japan Ground 
Self-Defense Force load boxes 
of humanitarian aid supplies 
on trucks for transport to 
tsunami-stricken areas near 
Sendai, March 20, 2011.

 (U.S. Navy photo by Seaman Nicholas A. Groesch)

^Sailors and Marines load food and humanitarian assistance supplies onto an 
SH-60B Sea Hawk helicopter assigned to the Battle Cats of Light Helicopter Anti-Sub-
marine Squadron 43 aboard the aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan, March 22,2011. 
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^Naval Aircrewman 2nd Class Chris Carringer, assigned to the 
Black Knights of Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron (HS) 4, 
passes a Japanese citizen a case of fresh water out of an HH-60H 
Sea Hawk helicopter March 15, 2011. 

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Alexander Tidd)

^Petty Officer 1st Class Jimmy Zachary, aviation electronics technician 
(left), attached to Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Detachment Misawa 
and Senior Airman Christian Coleman, attached to the 35 Medical Opera-
tions Squadron sift through and cleanup debris in the tsunami-ravaged city 
of Noda, April 4, 2011. 

(U.S. Navy photo by Petty Officer 1st Class Matthew Bradley) 
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By Maj. Caleb Eames
3rd Marine Expeditionary Brigade
3/7/2021 - TOKYO — A decade ago this 
week, elements of III Marine Expeditionary 
Force raced north into freezing tempera-
tures of Northeast Japan to answer an allied 
call for help after the devastating March 11, 
2011 Great East Japan Earthquake, tsunami 
and nuclear disaster. The 3D Marine Expe-
ditionary Brigade flew to Sendai to set up a 
Forward Command Element with the Japan 
Self-Defense Force. And simultaneously, 
Joint Force units from across the region un-
der U.S. Indo-Pacific Command were sent to 
many other areas of Japan devastated by the 
disaster, all as part of Operation Tomodachi.
 One of the units that responded was 
the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, which 
after turning around from a planned disaster 
relief exercise in Indonesia, landed on the 
small isolated island of Oshima on March 
27, 2011 to deliver electrical utility vehicles 
to restore power, and later to begin massive 
debris clearance operations.
   Prior to the Marines’ arrival, the islanders 
had received no outside assistance, as the 
ports had been blocked with debris, ferries 
washed ashore, and all connection to the 
mainland was severed. The tsunami wave 
reaching more than 40 feet high washed 
completely over the center saddle of the 
island, destroying everything in its path.
 On March 7, 2021, Marines from the U.S. 
Embassy Tokyo and 3D Marine Expedition-
ary Brigade attended the Oshima Island 10-
year anniversary of the disaster. The people 
of the island unveiled a memorial inscribed 
with “Friendship Forever,” honoring the 
strong relationship between themselves and 
Okinawa Marines.

 “The relationship that the people of Oshi-
ma have with the Marines from Okinawa is 
strong, lasting and will endure forever,” said 
Reiko Kikuta, disaster survivor and commu-
nity organizer. “We are so grateful for their 
assistance in our time of greatest need, 10 
years ago.”
 A Marine at the ceremony commented, 
“The people of Oshima are heroes. They 
survived losing everything they owned 
in a terrible disaster, yet they maintained 
their positive attitude and worked even 
harder than the Marines did to clear 
debris, restore order and rebuild. They 
are an example of perseverance through 
adversity and of indomitable spirit despite 
overwhelming odds.”
 Attendees at the ceremony included 
city officials and residents of the island 
who survived the disaster and worked 
with the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit 
to relieve suffering in the area. According 
to officials, the work underscored the 
importance of interoperability with our 
Japan Self-Defense Force partners in 
support of the Japan/US alliance.

 “The Marine Corps work in Northeast 
Japan during Operation Tomodachi with 
the Japan Self-Defense Forces was one of 
the most important alliance building events 
in the last few decades,” said Lt. Col. Paul 
Bartok, Marine Attaché, US Embassy Tokyo. 
“As the 3D MEB moved quickly into Sendai, 
the 31st MEU worked on Oshima, and U.S. 
forces rushed to the aid of our friends and 
neighbors throughout Tohoku, we worked 
through complex issues and learned valuable 
lessons about interoperability and crisis re-
sponse that we continue to use today. If ever 
called upon in the future, the Marine Corps 
and the Joint Force is better able to respond 
with our Japanese allies because of the hard 
work done ten years ago in that crisis.
 After the disaster, the islanders had no 
power, running water, nor heat, although 
temperatures were often below freezing. 
The school swimming pool was being used 
for drinking water until the Marines landed 
with water, as well as hot showers and heavy 
equipment to move hundreds of tons of 
debris. As Marines moved debris, they also 
searched for family valuables or heirlooms 

amongst the destroyed houses, collecting 
what they could and setting them aside in 
case they could be claimed.
 In all, more than 300 Marines and 
Sailors with the 31st MEU worked on the 
island for more than a week, assisting more 
than 3,000 local residents, who were finally 
able to have power, water, and importantly, 
heat. Marines also returned fishing boats to 
the water that had been swept up into the 
hills by the tsunami waves so fishermen 
could begin to work again.
 And after the Marines finished their 
portion of the mission and returned to 
Okinawa, the relationship continued 
through a series of exchanges, said Dr. 
Robert Eldridge, former Marine Corps 
Installations Pacific Government and 
External Affairs Deputy G7. He proposed 
a cultural exchange just days after the start 
of Operation Tomoachi in order to bring 
healing to the citizens of the island.
 “When a community experiences a major 
disaster, there is plenty to be done in terms 
of physical recovery and reconstruction. 
However, one of the most difficult parts of 
the recovery and some of the most often 
ignored are the emotional, mental and spir-
itual recoveries that needs to happen,” said 
Eldridge, who also attended the ceremony. 
“The Oshima Island relationship with the 
Marine Corps in Okinawa represents that 
critical portion of the island’s recovery that 
is far deeper than the superficial buildings, 
bridges and construction. Nowhere is this 
more important than with the children 
involved with a disaster, who are our future.”
 Marine Corps Installations Pacific 
sponsored three official iterations of the 

Marines return to 
Oshima 10 years later10-year anniversary of unshakable friendship

    Marines from the U.S. 
Embassy Tokyo and 3D 
Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade attended the 
Oshima Island 10-year 
anniversary of the 3-11 Great 
East Japan Earthquake, 
tsunami and nuclear 
disaster and subsequent 
US response Operation 
Tomodachi, March 7. 

^
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(U.S. Marine Corps 
courtesy photo)
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Oshima/Okinawa Youth Cultural Ex-
change Program, with youth from Oshima 
travelling to Okinawa to spend time with 
the Marines and their families. During the 
homestay exchanges, Oshima children, 
including some who had lost family 
members in the disaster, briefly traded the 
devastated surroundings of their island for 
a multi-day trip to Okinawa, staying with 
military or civilian Department of Defense 
host families. They experienced the base’s 
youth programs and resources, including 
swimming pools, American food, sports 
and cross-cultural events, all designed to 
relieve stress, decompress and renew hope.
 Raymond Richards, a civilian employee 
at Marine Corps Installations Pacific at the 
time of the disaster, invited two girls to stay 
with him, his wife, and his daughter for one 
of the exchanges. Their relationship has 
continued since then, although they were 
unable to travel to this 10-year anniversary 
ceremony.
 “I wish we were there today as the people 
of Oshima observed the 10-year anniversa-
ry of that terrible day on March 11, 2011,” 

said Richards. “My wife and daughter at-
tended Miki and Chika’s elementary school 
graduation in 2012, and we were all there 
six years ago when they graduated from 
middle school. We even attended their high 
school graduation ceremony in 2018 too. 
It’s heartbreaking that we aren’t there today 
but we are proud of our Oshima-daughters 
for sure. The strength and perseverance 
shown by them over the past 10 years has 
been inspiring.”
 “Visiting the Marines in Okinawa 
was a great thing in my memory,” said 
Koki Onedera, one of the youth invited 
to Okinawa who was 11-years-old at the 
time of the disaster but now is 21. “The 
most important thing was the importance 
of connections and chance to interact with 
people. We were isolated and the homestay 
program was a huge help to me. It gave me 
hope for the future.”
 Those events sparked further lasting un-
official relationships, with Marine and other 
families travelling north to Oshima, and 
reciprocal visits by families from Oshima 
visiting Okinawa.

 “My relationship with the Marines grew 
closer each time I visited Okinawa or they 
visited me here on the island,” said Wataru 
Kikuta, who was only eight at the time of 
the disaster. His family’s home and fish shop 
were only meters away from the ocean, near 
the main Uranohama Port.
 As an 8-year-old trying to shovel 
through the remains of his family home 
to find valuables, he was seen by many of 
the Marine responders as symbolic of the 
island’s strength amidst disaster due to his 
never-ending energy, hard work and direc-
tives to Marines telling them where to dig. 
He was even portrayed on the front page 
of a national Japanese newspaper while the 
31st MEU was working with his family and 
others on the island in the recovery efforts.
 He visited Okinawa twice since that time, 
including once with the exchange program, 
and has received visits from Marines and 
other officials dozens of times since. Now 
18, and at nearly 6 feet tall towering over 
some of his former Marine helpers, he 
remembers those times fondly. “Ten years 
ago the Marines were impressed with my 
work and when I showed them what to do,” 
Wataru said. “Now I realize how much we 
helped each other.”
 The inscription on the 3-11 Oshima 
memorial reads, “You are an Inspiration 
Showing Perseverance and Strength.” That 
can be read two ways, as the people of 
Oshima expressing their gratefulness for the 
Okinawa Marine’s assistance, but also as the 
Marines who landed saw great strength and 
perseverance in the people of Oshima, rep-
resenting the strength of the Japanese spirit 
amidst adversity. This close relationship be-
tween the island and the Marines embodies 
the “Tomo-ni” (along together) of the Japan/
US alliance - “Friendship Forever.”
 3D MEB remains resilient, ready and 
relevant and III MEF remains forward, 
faithful and focused to work with our Japa-
nese friends and allies to respond to crisis as 
directed in the future. 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Capt. Caleb Eames)

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Garry J. Welch)

    Hundreds of residents of 
Oshima Island wave farewell 
to Marines and Sailors of the 
31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, 
April 6, 2011. The Marines and 
Sailors spent about six days 
cleaning up debris on parts of 
the island, during Operation 
Field Day. 

    Local fisherman and Marines 
with Battalion Landing Team, 2d 
Battalion, 5th Marines, 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Unit, remove debris 
from among severely damaged 
homes during Operation Field Day, a 
clearing and cleanup project designed 
to open harbor access and area roads 
on the isolated island, April 3, 2011. 
As Marines cleared the area, they 
took time to locate personal items 
which could be salvaged by the local 
residents.

^

^
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(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Branden J. Bourque) 

U.S. Marines with Marine 
Heavy Helicopter Squadron 
(HMH) 465 offload a 
CH-53E Super Stallion 
helicopter from a C-17 
Globemaster III aircraft 
with the Alaska Air National 
Guard on MCAS Futenma, 
March 4. The CH-53E was 
transferred from Hawaii 
to Okinawa in support of 
Force Design 2030. 

Force 
Design 
2030 – 
cH-53e 
super 
stallion 
oFFloaD

By Staff Sgt. Mark A. Kauffman
AAFES Pacific Region Public Affairs
3/8/2021 - YOKOTA AIR BASE — Mayumi 
Hongo was enjoying a day off Feb. 17 when 
she witnessed the aftermath of a serious 

vehicle accident off-post. 
 Hongo, a Charleys associate at the Yokota 
BX, quickly noticed the car had a “Y” license 
plate, which indicated that it belonged to a 
U.S. service member. 

 Hongo rushed to the aid of the driver, 
Senior Airman Song, Yong-hwa and 3 other 
Airmen, all with the 374th Contracting 
Squadron. Hongo arrived as they were 
climbing out of a passenger-side window of 
a Nissan Cube that had flipped on its side.
 According to Lt. Col. Ty Christian, 
374th Contacting Squadron’s commander, 
accidents in a foreign country are a “very 
traumatizing experience” because of the 
language barrier and the uncertainty of your 
rights if you are from another country. 
 “I was very thankful Ms. Hongo was 
there during the whole situation, especially 
when I needed to explain the accident to 
the Japanese police; and due to the language 
barrier, it was very hard,” Song said. “Ms. 
Hongo was able to talk to the police on my 
behalf and translate everything, which led to 
a smooth investigation.”
 Hongo has worked for the Exchange for 
17 years, the past four at Charleys. She has 
embraced the Exchange’s core value of fami-

ly serving family, which led to her actions to 
help Airmen she didn’t even know. 
 “When I saw them trying to climb out 
the window after the accident, my instincts 
to help kicked in,” Hongo said. “I was happy 
to help and that everyone is OK.”
 After hearing of Hongo’s heroism, Ex-
change Director/CEO Tom Shull, sent her a 
Humanitarian Certificate of Appreciation to 
applaud her service. 
 Christian and Julia Woods, general man-
ager for the Yokota Air Base and Camp Fuji 
Exchanges, honored Hongo during a Feb. 26 
ceremony. Hongo received the humanitarian 
certificate and a coin of excellence from the 
374th Contracting Squadron commander. 
 Airman Song appreciates Hongo’s assis-
tance. 
 “She stayed with me until the end of the 
incident, which took at least three hours of 
her personal time to help people she didn’t 
even know,” Song said. “When I get the time, 
I would like to go and thank her once again.”

Yokota associate honored for heroic work after off-post accident

    Lt. Col. Ty Christian, commander for 374th 
Contracting Squadron, Ms. Mayumi Hongo, 
Charleys restaurant associate, and Julia Woods, 
general manager for Yokota and Camp Fuji 
Exchanges, pose for a picture after Hongo received 
a Humanitarian Certificate of Appreciation from 
Exchange Director /CEO Tom Shull and a Coin of 
Excellence from Christian, Feb. 26. 

^Ms. Mayumi Hongo on her day off from 
Charleys restaurant on Yokota Air Base aids four 
U.S. Airmen during a serious car accident, lucky 
no one was seriously injured, Feb. 17.

^

(Photo by Thomas E. Sullivan)

(The Exchange’s Courtesy Photo)
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NOTICE
Women’s History Month Celebration
It’s Women’s History Month (WHM). This 
year, the theme for WHM is “Women of the 
Vote: Refusing to be Silenced”. We have so 
many amazing events planned on Kadena 
for everyone to enjoy from mentoring to 
exercising, book reading to profiles of Kadena 
women and so much more! Let us make this 
month a month to remember. Continue to 
stand up, be heard, and be proud of your 
history. Please follow our Facebook page 
for updates on all our events planned for 
this month. https://www.facebook.com/
KadenaWHM. For more information, contact 
Tech. Sgt. Jessica Cunningham at 634-3223 
/ Tech. Sgt. Krys-Ann Lawhorn at 634-9108 / 
Tech. Sgt. Adam Steward at 634-4336.

Postal Update
We appreciate your patience as we continue 
to work through the constraints at the Post 
Office.  Due to technical issues with the email 
notification system, the Kadena Post Office 
will resume using yellow slips for all 1st, 2nd, 
and final notifications beginning Feb 23. It has 
come to our attention that members are not 
receiving emails informing them of a package 
ready for pickup. Since going back online 8 
February, approximately only 60-70% of email 
notifications have actually been received 
by customers. Our number one priority 
is ensuring our customers receive timely 
notifications as soon as mail is processed.  
Please continue to check your mailbox 
frequently if you are expecting a package. 
We’ve temporarily paused returning packages 
to sender on the 15th day after the 1st notice 
to ensure all packages are yellow slipped, but 
will re-initiate this process on Feb 27. Of note, 
when the tracking status on USPS.com states 
“Available for Pickup” that means the package 
has been delivered to the Post Office, but still 
needs to be processed by the staff before it 
is ready for customer pickup. We recognize 

the inconveniences that have been placed on 
Team Kadena. We look forward to reinstituting 
email notifications again late Spring when our 
new postal system comes online.   For more 
information, contact Post Office at 634-4458. 
 
Kadena Housing Office Closure
Kadena DoD Family Housing Office will be 
closed March 17 and 30 due to a scheduled 
power outage. For emergency assistance, 
contact housing maintenance at 634-HOME 
(4663).

Kadena Housing Office Change in 
Operating Hours
The Kadena DOD Family Housing Office will 
take walk-ins only from 9 – 10 a.m. and 2 – 3 
p.m. hours, Mon thru Friday. To schedule an 
appointment, call at 634-0582/3 or email 
kadenahousing.customerservice@us.af.mil.  
All Air Force TLA will only be processed via 
email.  The Kadena MHO will close at noon 
every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month for 
training. For more information, contact Kristen 
Midyett at 634-4008.
 
Power Outage Kadena Air Base
Kadena Air Base will be undergoing a series 
of large-scale power outages beginning in 
January 2021. The specific power outage 
dates are Mar 13 & 20 with backup dates 
scheduled for Mar 27 & Apr 3. The majority of 
the outages will occur from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. For 
more detailed information, contact Crizaldey 
Azucena at 632-7511 or visit https://www.
kadena.af.mil/Kadena_Housing_Office/

FAQ about Pre-Travel COVID-19 
Tests
Almost all international travel requires a 
COVID test within 3 days of departure. When 
in doubt, assume that one is needed. There is 
no requirement for domestic pre-travel testing 
within Japan at this time. For more information, 
contact Tricare at 630-4026.

AADD Update
Airmen Against Drunk Driving is not operational. 
However, they will make Facebook post when 
the program is back up and running! For 
more information please stay tuned to our 
Facebook page: Kadena AB A2D2, or contact 
A1C Alejandro Gonzalez Rodriguez, alejandro.
gonzalez_rodriguez@us.af.mil .  Thank you for 
your patience during these challenging times. 
We hope to see you soon!

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the IG. 
You can file a complaint if you reasonably 
believe inappropriate conduct has occurred 
or a violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation has been committed.  Complete 
the personnel data information on an AF Form 
102 and briefly outline the facts and relevant 
information related to the issue or complaint. 
List the allegations of wrongdoing briefly, 
in general terms and provide supporting 
narrative detail and documents later, when 
interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should 
answer who committed the violation; what 
violation was committed; what law, regulation, 
procedures, or policy was violated; when did 
the violation occur.  Help is available: Call 
your Kadena IG office at 634-7622 for Maj 
Sarabia, 634-2768 for SMSgt Aguirre, or leave 
a message on the Kadena Fraud, Waste, & 
Abuse (FWA) Hotline at 634-0404.

Drone Prohibited
KABI 13-204, paragraph 8.7.2.1 prohibits 
the use of commercial drones on Kadena 
Air Base. Effective immediately, drone use 
on Kadena Air Base is prohibited. For more 
information, contact Brent Stiefel at 634-2332.

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency 
on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and 
from an office phone, dial 911. For Camp 
Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or from an 
office phone, dial 911.

Public Affairs Photo Studio
The Public Affairs photo studio is open 
Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 
p.m. Appointments are available in half-
hour increments. *Award, bio or package 
submission photos are scheduled on Monday 
- Wednesday.  *Full length photos are only 
available on Thursday. Official Passport 
photos are by appointment only on Mon - Fri, 
and require a letter or voucher from your UDM 
or the passport office. Photos are for official 
use only. For questions or scheduling, please 
call at 634-4013 / 634-3813.

How to Receive Emergency 
Notifications in English on Cell Phone
Cell phones across Okinawa currently receive 
emergency text notifications in Japanese from 
mobile phone service providers. To receive 
emergency notifications by e-mail in English, 
follow the steps in the pamphlet located in 
the Readiness & Emergency Management 
SharePoint.  For more information, contact the 
Readiness & Emergency Management Flight 
at 634-4404.

AirMENTORSHIP
AirMENTORSHIP is a Mentoring Program 
made for airmen, by airmen. We are in need of 
both Mentees (E-1 to E-4) and Mentors (NCOs, 
SNCOs, CGOs. And Civilian employees). 
Interested members will complete and submit 
an application and each Mentee will be 
paired with a Mentor. Members are matched 
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based on interest and the responses listed 
on the application. For more information and 
applications, call Senior Airman Dyana Dillard 
at 634-1275.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting
Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553 
Monthly Meetings will be at 11:30 a.m. on the 
3rd Wednesday of every month at the 18th 
LRS PDF room. Come out to learn about what 
AFSA can do for you! Civilians, all enlisted 
& officers and all branches are welcome to 
attend. Please follow our Facebook page in 
order to stay up to date with meeting locations 
and additional information at “AFSA Chapter 
1553 Kadena AB”. For more information, 
contact Tech. Sgt. Amanda Chom at 634-8140.

UPCOMING EVENTS
2021 Summer Hire Program
The Summer Hire Program will run from 
June 21 through August 13, 2021. Part-time 
(20hrs/week) Clerk and Laborer Positions 
are available at various activities on Kadena 
Air Base. Application and instructions will 
be available online at https://kadenafss.
com/career/civilian-personnel-section/ from 
March 8 to 19, 2021. SOFA college and 
school-age dependents (age 14 through 22) 
of DoD military and US appropriated fund 
civilian employees are eligible to participate. 
For more information, call at 634-2228.

Kadena Hispanic Heritage 
Association General Meeting
Kadena Hispanic Heritage Association will 
be having our general meeting March 16 at 1 
p.m. in Bldg. 721-B in the conference room. 
All branches and dependents are welcomed 
to the meeting. Please do not forget your face 
masks! For more information, contact Staff 
Sgt. Marcela Medina at 634-3300.

Asian American / Pacific Islander 
Heritage Committee General Meeting
The Kadena AAPIH Committee will be having 

a general meeting March 17 at 3 p.m. in Bldg. 
792 in the PDF room. The meeting will go 
over the events planned in May and is open 
to all branches/ranks. Your suggestions and 
assistance will be greatly appreciated!! For 
more info, please contact Tech. Sgt. Philadoni 
Reyes at 634-5298.

VOLUNTEER
Women’s History Month is looking 
for virtual book reading Volunteer
Who: Anyone
What: The outreach committee for Women’s 
History Month is looking for volunteers who 
would like to read for a couple of the schools 
on base.
When: March 1 – 31 / ASAP
Purpose: Provide pre-made videos of 
members reading books to Kadena schools 
for classroom viewing. The books are child 
appropriate and there are a variety of books 
available to read.
Sign-up: If you are interested in volunteering 
30 minutes of your time please contact Tech. 
Sgt. Amanda Chom for more information 
at amanda.chom@us.af.mil.  Please follow 
our Facebook page for updates on all our 

events planned for this month. https://www.
facebook.com/KadenaWHM

Volunteer Victim Advocate course
The Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
(SAPR) Office will be hosting a 40 hour initial 
VVA course April 26 - 30. To volunteer you must 
be a Senior Airman, First Lieutenant or GS-7 
and above and be in good standing within 
your unit. For complete list of requirements 
and an application packet/checklist, please 
visit 18th Wing SAPR SharePoint: https://
kadena.eis.pacaf.af.mil/18WG/WSA/SAPR.  
For additional information or questions, 
contact our office at 634-0180 or email: 18wg.
sarc@us.af.mil. Application packets are due 
to the SAPR office NLT 4 p.m. April 2.

Kadena LGBTQ+ Pride Month 
Committee looking for Volunteers
The Kadena LGBTQ+ Pride Month Committee 
is looking for volunteers to help out with 
this year’s Pride Month events. Please join 
us March 15 at 3:15 p.m. at the Schilling 
Community Center ballroom for this year’s 
initial planning meeting. This is open to 
anyone with access to Kadena Air Base. 
Please ensure you have a mask. If interested 
in helping out but unable to attend, please 
e-mail KadenaLGBTPride@gmail.com or 
contact Master Sgt. Kristian Johnsen at 
634-2073 or Senior Airman Asa Sanford at 
634-0308.
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