
By David Vergun
DOD NEWS
3/24/2021 - WASHINGTON — The Indo-Pacific 
is the most consequential region for America’s fu-
ture and remains the priority theater for the Unit-
ed States.
 While Russia, North Korea and violent extrem-
ist organizations are a threat to the Indo-Pacific re-
gion, China is of most concern, particularly in its 
stated number one priority of taking control of Tai-
wan, said Navy Adm. John Aquilino testifying to-
day before the Senate Armed Services Committee. 
The committee is considering his nomination for 
commander of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command.
 Aquilino noted that various studies predict that 
China might decide to launch a military strike 
against Taiwan sometime between now and 2045.
 “My opinion is this problem is much closer to 
us than most think,” he said.
 If China is allowed to take over Taiwan, it would 
be a severe blow to the credibility of the United 
States as a strong and trusted partner in the region, 
he said.
 To meet this challenge, it will take all elements 
of national power, working together and with a 
sense of urgency, he said, adding that allies and 
partners will also play a key role.
 The Pacific Deterrence Initiative is a strong ex-

ample of the effort required to compete and win in 
the region, Aquilino said.
 The initiative focuses on acquiring advanced 
military capabilities to deter China, including 
space-based radars, missile defense, long-range 
precision fires, logistics, experimentation and in-
novation, and improved interoperability and exer-
cises with allies and partners.
 In accordance with the Taiwan Relations Act, 
the U.S. and multinational partners conduct train-
ing exercises with Taiwan, he said.
 Also, Aquilino said he was encouraged by Tai-
wan’s purchase of defensive military capabilities.
 The need to defend Guam is also incredibly im-
portant, he said. That island, west of the Interna-
tional Dateline, hosts thousands of U.S. forces and 
is home to 170,000 U.S. citizens.
 Aquilino noted many important partnerships in 
the region, including the so-called “Quad Partner-
ship” the U.S. has with Japan, Australia and India.
 He noted that China’s only partner in the region 
is North Korea, although China and Russia some-
times conduct joint military exercises.
 As the administration’s Interim National Secu-
rity Strategic Guidance points out, he said, “Amer-
ica’s fate is intertwined with events beyond our 
shores. Global peace and prosperity depend on our 
presence in the Indo-Pacific.”

   U.S Air Force Airman 1st Class Thom 
Saintelus, a fuels distribution operator from 
the 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron 
Fuels Management Flight, operates an R-11 
fuel truck during joint training at Kadena Air 
Base, March 11. The fuel truck, which can 
hold up to 6,000 gallons of fuel, was used 
to fill two fuel bladders. This joint operation 
allows U.S. Marines to test their capability to 
fuel an aircraft rapidly, and for the U.S. Air 
Force to test their capability to support the 
Marine’s mission by providing fuel.

^

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Anna Nolte)

 (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Jason Waite) 

^U.S. Marines from Detachment 18, Marine Medium 
Tiltrotor Squadron 262, 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, 
participate in joint training at Kadena Air Base, March 
11. Once a U.S. Navy E-2D Hawkeye aircraft is ready, 
the process of refueling takes approximately 10 minutes 
from start to finish. Innovating the refueling process 
can save time and manpower, which is essential to 
the mission.  Thirteen Marines participated in the joint 
training, some in a shadowing capacity to observe 
and learn. Hands-on training like this teaches service 
members to solve real-world problems that could occur 
in the field.

Defense of Taiwan vital to regional, 
National Security, Admiral says

The Arleigh 
Burke-class 
guided-missile 
destroyer USS 
John Finn (DDG 
113) transits the 
Taiwan Strait, 
March 10.
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 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Anna Nolte) 

By Staff Sgt. Mark 
A. Kauffman
AAFES Public Affairs
3/19/2021 - KADENA AIR 
BASE — The Army & Air Force 
Exchange Service’s Burger King 
on Andersen Air Force Base faced 
a challenge the week of March 1. 
The restaurant was running low 
on buns—something that could 
ultimately dethrone customer 
satisfaction and the taste of home 
the Exchange is known for. 
 Because of unforeseen circum-
stances, the American Bakery in 

Guam was unable to deliver buns 
to Burger King. Exchange leaders 
quickly put their heads together 
for a solution—and thanks to 
partnership from the Air Force 
and Marines, the buns won. 
 “We reached out to our 
Exchange’s Logistics team in 
Korea to request an emergency 
air shipment but were told that 
the order would not arrive until 
March 15,” said Patricia Muraus-
kas, Exchange general manager 
for Guam and Saipan. “We would 
be out of buns by March 5.”

 Donald Weightman, who man-
ages the Exchange bakery plant 
manager on Okinawa, contacted 
Col. Scott Maskery, Pacific Region 
commander, to see whether he 
had military connections to help 
transport the much-needed buns.  
 Maskery contacted military 
organizations seeking airlift 
routing from or through Okinawa 
to Guam. Lt. Col. Joshua Ehmen, 
commander of the 733 Air Mo-
bility Squadron at Kadena Air 
Base, responded, and within three 
hours, a viable solution was in 
sight. 
 “I am thankful to be in a posi-
tion where the Air Force and Joint 
Force has trained me well through 
all my previous assignments and 
experiences so I can leverage that 
knowledge to help posture our 
team for success,” Maskery said. 
“Ultimately, our job is to take 
care of the best customers in the 
world who are stationed within 
the INDO-Pacific Region.”  
 The Exchange’s Okinawa 
bakery, which makes and delivers 
Burger King buns to restaurants 
on the island, had extra buns to 
send to Guam. Weightman per-
sonally packaged 3,100 buns for 

transport. 
 “I am happy that I had a small 
part in this mission,” Weightman 
said. “It was very inspiring to see 
so many different teams involved, 
with such different responsibil-
ities, with one goal in mind, and 
doing what it takes to complete 
the mission.”
 A C-130 from Marine Corps 
Air Station in Iwakuni, Japan, 
already had a scheduled flight to 
Guam. The Marines agreed to 
help the Exchange and carry the 
buns to Andersen AFB. Within 36 
hours, Murauskas and her team 
were on the flight line, receiving 
the critical help from the 36th 
Mission Support Group’s Com-
mander, Col. Jasin Cooley. 
 “I would like to thank the Air-
men of 36 MSG, they were great 
providing guidance and direction 
on what steps we needed for a 
smooth transition from aircraft to 
fork lifts on the flight line to our 
Burger King,” Murauskas said. “It 
was great being able to make new 
connections in the 36th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron and seeing 
old friends in the Andersen 
neighborhood.”
 The assistance saved the 

Exchange an estimated $46,000 
in combined commercial flight 
delivery costs and potential lost 
in sales from Burger King’s most 
popular sandwiches.  
 “My team identified a flight 
bound for Guam, and we were 
proud to be able to support our 
AAFES teammates,” Ehmen said. 
“We recognize and appreciate 
the customer service that the 
Exchange associates provide for 
us and our families every day.”
 The partnerships that Maskery 
has fostered in his four and a half 
years as the AAFES Pacific Region 
commander helped set the condi-
tions to accomplish this mission. 
 “The real success in this story 
was not just about delivering 
product to one of our facilities 
through an ad hoc opportune 
airlift movement. The real success 
story is our collective ‘finding a 
way to yes’ that resulted from and 
is reflected in the outstanding 
mission partnerships we have 
with the military commands and 
service members from all four 
services across the region,” Mask-
ery said. “This truly demonstrates 
our ‘Pacific Pride’ in support of 
our mission and customers.”

(U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Mark A. Kauffman)

Thanks to Airlift, Burger King still reigns at Andersen AFB
U.S. Air Force Airmen from the 718th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron participate in a demonstration at Kadena Air Base, March 5. The 
demonstration included loading GAU-18 and GAU-2 guns onto a HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter, as well as chaff and flair counter measures.

718th AMXS demonstrates 
skills with HH-60G helicopter

On March 3, 
Airmen assigned to 
733rd Air Mobility 
Squadron loads 
nearly 3,100 Burger 
King buns onto a 
C-130 provided 
by the Marines 
Corps Air Station, 
in Iwakuni, Japan 
on Kadena Air 
Base headed to 
Andersen Air Force 
Base, Guam.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David R. Krigbaum) 

COVID vaccinations at USNHO

U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Victoria Dean, assigned to 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 
receives the Moderna COVID vaccination from Hospitalman Tyler San Miguel, assigned to 3rd 
Dental Battalion, at U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa on Camp Foster,  March 23.
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 (U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Anna Nolte) 

U.S. Air Force Airmen from the 18th Wing stand at attention 
before a weapons load competition begins at Kadena Air Base, 
March 5. Teams were evaluated on safety, reliability, proficiency 
and time while loading chaff and flare and pre-launch procedures. 

    U.S. Air Force 
Staff Sgt. Brian 
Angle and 
Senior Airman 
Caleb Robino, 
both repair and 
reclamation 
craftsmen 
from the 18th 
Equipment 
Maintenance 
Squadron, 
participate in a 
weapons load 
competition at 
Kadena Air Base, 
March 5.

U.S. Air Force Airmen from the 
67th Aircraft Maintenance Unit 
participate in a weapons load 
competition at Kadena Air Base, 
March 5.

Kadena’s 67th and 
44th AMUs face off

^
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NOTICE
Kadena Medical Clinic Closure
Due to a Wing directed training, the MDG will 
be closed to all routine care & medication 
pickup on March 26. The appointment line 
will be open and there will be same day 
acute care appointments available. No 
walk-ins will be permitted and Covid testing 
will continue as usual. Please utilize the 
Pediatrics Isolation entrance (located on 
the right side of the facility), when trying to 
access the Clinic for Face-to-Face acute 
appointments. Don’t forget you can make or 
cancel an appointment, refill a prescription, 
send a message to your provider, or check 
on lab results by logging on to TRICARE 
Online (now CAC enabled!) at https://www.
tricareonline.com.  If you need to speak with 
your PCM team, please call the appointment 
line at 630-4817 or (098) 960-4817. For 
COVID-related symptoms, please call the 
COVID Care Line at 646-9691 or (098) 971-
9691

Kadena Housing Office Closure
Kadena DoD Family Housing Office will be 
closed March 30 due to a scheduled power 
outage. For emergency assistance, contact 
housing maintenance at 634-HOME (4663).

Power Outage Kadena Air Base
Kadena Air Base will be undergoing a series 
of large-scale power outage beginning 
in January until April 2021. Kadena have 
exceptionally old and degraded electrical 
infrastructure. The power outages are 
necessary to ensure that our electrical 
system's key junction points can be 
safely repaired and upgraded. In order to 
prevent the repair from being unsafe to the 
technicians involved in the construction 
work, large portions of the power grid will 
be temporarily taken off line.   The specific 
power outage dates are Mar 27 & Apr 3. The 
majority of the outages will occur from 9 

p.m. to 7 a.m. For the location or more detail 
information, contact Crizaldey Azucena at 
632-7511.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the IG. 
You can file a complaint if you reasonably 
believe inappropriate conduct has occurred 
or a violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation has been committed.  Complete 
the personnel data information on an AF 
Form 102 and briefly outline the facts 
and relevant information related to the 
issue or complaint. List the allegations of 
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and 
provide supporting narrative detail and 
documents later, when interviewed by an 
IG person. Allegations should be written as 
bullets and should answer who committed 
the violation; what violation was committed; 
what law, regulation, procedures, or policy 
was violated; when did the violation occur.  
Help is available: Call your Kadena IG office 
at 634-7622 for Maj Sarabia, 634-2768 for 
SMSgt Aguirre, or leave a message on 
the Kadena Fraud, Waste, & Abuse (FWA) 
Hotline at 634-0404.

FAQ about Pre-Travel COVID-19 Tests
Almost all international travel requires a 
COVID test within 3 days of departure. When 
in doubt, assume that one is needed. There 
is no requirement for domestic pre-travel 
testing within Japan at this time. For more 
information, contact Tricare at 630-4026.

Education and Training Center 
Building 59 HVAC Repairs
Starting March 29, the Education and 
Training Center, Bldg. 59, will have HVAC 
repair work that will close the 2nd and 3rd 
floors through the end of April. Student 

counseling will be by appointment only (email 
kadenaeducationoffice@us.af.mil). WAPS 
testing will be on 1st floor, Rooms 113 & 114. 
UMGC will relocate to 1st floor (Kadena-
asia@umgc.edu , Troy University will telework 
(Kadena@troy.edu), ERAU not affected (on 
1st floor). For more information / questions, 
e-mail to kadenaeducationoffice@us.af.mil

Gate 5 closed
Gate 5 will be closed from March 25 until 
April 4 due to school spring break.  Gate 5 will 
return to normal operations on April 5.

AADD Update
Airmen Against Drunk Driving is not 
operational. However, they will make 
Facebook post when the program is back 
up and running! For more information please 
stay tuned to our Facebook page: Kadena 
AB A2D2, or contact A1C Alejandro Gonzalez 
Rodriguez, alejandro.gonzalez_rodriguez@
us.af.mil .  Thank you for your patience during 
these challenging times. We hope to see you 
soon!

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-
5911, and from an office phone, dial 911. For 
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 
from an office phone, dial 911.

Military Personnel Flight CAC & ID 
Card Services
Uniformed Services ID Cards that expire 
on or after Jan. 1, 2020 will remain valid 
through Jun. 2021. Use how-to guide for 
more information.  Also, did you know the 
Retirement and Dependent ID renewals 
are still being processed through email? 

Documentation needed is: signed DD Form 
1172, photo, and 2 acceptable forms of ID. 
Email the MPF organizational box Customer 
Support and for more information, visit our 
Kadena FSS  page. For more information, 
contact Master Sgt. Joy McCammon at 632-
8683.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

AirMENTORSHIP
AirMENTORSHIP is a Mentoring Program 
made for airmen, by airmen. We are in need of 
both Mentees (E-1 to E-4) and Mentors (NCOs, 
SNCOs, CGOs. And Civilian employees). 
Interested members will complete and submit 
an application and each Mentee will be paired 
with a Mentor. Members are matched based 
on interest and the responses listed on 
the application. For more information and 
applications, call Senior Airman Dyana Dillard 
at 634-1275.

AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting
Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553 
Monthly Meetings will be at 11:30 a.m. on the 
3rd Wednesday of every month at the 18th 
LRS PDF room. Come out to learn about what 
AFSA can do for you! Civilians, all enlisted & 
officers and all branches are welcome to 
attend. Please follow our Facebook page 
in order to stay up to date with meeting 
locations and additional information at 
“AFSA Chapter 1553 Kadena AB”. For more 
information, contact Tech. Sgt. Amanda 
Chom at 634-8140.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental 
nutrition program designed for pregnant, 
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postpartum, and breastfeeding women, 
infants and children up to the age of 5. As 
a WIC Overseas participant, you can receive 
nutrition education in the form of individual 
counseling and group classes, breastfeeding 
support, supplemental foods such as milk, 
juice, cheese, cereal, eggs and fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and referrals to other health 
care agencies. For more information and to 
check financial/residential eligibility, visit or 
call the WIC Overseas office nearest you. 
Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428) at 632-9427 or 
632-6223; off base, call: 098-938-1111, then 
632-9427/6223. / Camp Foster (Bldg. 5717) 
at 645-9419; off base, call: 098-970-9419. / 
Camp Courtney (Bldg. 4408) at 622-9424; 
off base, call: 098-954-9424. / Camp Kinser 
(Bldg. 107, Room 121) at 637-4899; off base, 
call: 098-970-5555.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Armed Services Blood Drive
The Armed Services Blood drive will be held 
April 5 at Bldg. 938 near Gate 3 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. hosted by 372nd Training Squadron 
and Detachment 15. Snacks, drinks, a T-Shirt, 
and a 2 hour volunteer LOA will be provided 
to all those who come donate blood. If you 
have received the COVID-19 vaccine, there is 
a 14 day wait to donate. For more information, 
contact Staff Sgt. Kevin Vogelpohl at 634-1469 
/ Tech. Sgt. Chelsea Montag at 632-9335.

Women’s History Month Book Club
WHM Book of the Month: The Woman Who 
Smashed Codes: A True Story of Love, Spies, 
and the Unlikely Heroine Who Outwitted 
America’s Enemies. Author: Jason Fagone.
Meeting Location: Rocker NCO Club patio.
March 29 at 6:30 p.m.  Please follow our 
Facebook page for updates on all our 
events planned for this month.  https://www.
facebook.com/KadenaWHM.

VOLUNTEER
Women’s History Month is looking 
for virtual book reading Volunteer
The outreach committee for Women’s 
History Month is looking for volunteers who 
would like to read for a couple of the schools 
on base.  March 1 – 31 / ASAP.  Provide pre-
made videos of members reading books to 
Kadena schools for classroom viewing. The 

books are child appropriate and there are 
a variety of books available to read.  Sign-
up: If you are interested in volunteering 30 
minutes of your time please contact Tech. 
Sgt. Amanda Chom for more information 
at amanda.chom@us.af.mil.  Please follow 
our Facebook page for updates on all our 
events planned for this month. https://www.
facebook.com/KadenaWHM

Volunteer Victim Advocate course
The Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response (SAPR) Office will be hosting a 
40 hour initial VVA course April 26 - 30. To 
volunteer you must be a Senior Airman, First 
Lieutenant or GS-7 and above and be in 
good standing within your unit. For complete 
list of requirements and an application 
packet/checklist, please visit 18th Wing 
SAPR SharePoint: https://kadena.eis.pacaf.
af.mil/18WG/WSA/SAPR.  For additional 
information or questions, contact our office 
at 634-0180 or email: 18wg.sarc@us.af.mil. 
Application packets are due to the SAPR 
office NLT 4 p.m. April 2.
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