
By Capt. 
Renee Douglas
353rd Special Operations Group
3/29/2021 - KADENA AIR 
BASE — An AC-130J Ghostrider 
gunship arrived at Kadena Air 
Base on March 29. Regularly sta-
tioned at Hurlburt Field, Florida, 
this is the first time the updated J 
model of the AC-130 has landed 
or operated in Japan.
 Assigned to the 73rd Special 
Operations Squadron, the AC-
130J is a highly modified C-130J 
aircraft that represents the 5th 
generation of fixed wing gun-
ships. It contains an advanced 
two-pilot flight station with fully 
integrated digital avionics. The 
73rd Special Operations Squad-
ron plans, prepares and executes 
AC-130J Ghostrider gunship 
missions, directly supporting 
theater commanders conducting 
close air support, armed recon-
naissance, armed escort and air 
interdiction.

 During this visit to Japan, the 
AC-130J will conduct joint, al-
lied and partner nation training 
in the Indo-Pacific region both 
in Okinawa, Japan and as part of 
Exercise Balikatan held annually 
in the Philippines. This training 

will include close air support 
and forward area refueling point 
training, and demonstrates the 
specialized airpower that the 
U.S. can leverage to support the 
security of Japan and promote 
peace and stability in the region.

 Balikatan increases our ability 
to work together in response to 
crises across the military spec-
trum in order to accomplish the 
mission and support local pop-
ulations. The specific training 
objectives for Exercise Balikatan 

such as mutual defense, count-
er-terrorism and humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief, 
incorporate lessons learned from 
recent events in the Philippines 
to promote realistic training that 
supports regional security.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla) 

^U.S. Air Force 
firefighters and medical 
personnel from the 18th Civil 
Engineer Group and 18th 
Medical Group, participate in 
a Major Accident Response 
Exercise on Kadena Air 
Base, March 24. The 
exercise tested the readiness 
and response capabilities of 
the 18th Wing.

    A U.S. Air Force firefighter 
from the 18th Civil Engineer 
Group, observes a mannequin 
during a Major Accident 
Response Exercise on 
Kadena Air Base, March 24.

^

18th Wing MARE

AC-130J Ghostrider visits Japan

An Airman from the 
73rd Special Operations 
Squadron marshals an 
AC-130J Ghostrider to 
its parking location after 
landing at Kadena Air 
Base on March 29.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Capt. Renee Douglas)
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By Army & Air Force Exchange 
Service Public Affairs
3/29/2021 - DALLAS  — The Army & Air 
Force Exchange Service honored Vietnam 
Veterans for their distinguished service 
during pinning ceremonies worldwide for 
National Vietnam War Veterans Day.
  Veterans received free lapel pins, pro-
vided in partnership with the United States 
of America Vietnam War Commemora-
tion, on March 29, as lasting mementos of 
our Nation’s appreciation for these heroes 
whose service was often underappreciated. 
 “Many of the Veterans who served 
during the Vietnam War did not receive 
the homecoming they deserved,” said Ex-
change Director CEO/Tom Shull. “While 
serving in the Army as a platoon leader 
during the Vietnam era, I saw many Sol-
diers return home broken. These heroes 
served honorably and made tremendous 
sacrifices. The lapel pin is a small token of 
our Nation’s appreciation, reminding Viet-
nam Veterans that we honor their service.”
 The Department of Defense’s largest 

retailer has hosted pinning events for 
National Vietnam War Veterans Day 
since 2018, except for 2020, when the 
recognition was canceled because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 2021 ceremo-
nies followed Centers for Disease Control 
and DoD guidelines to ensure safety for 
the Veterans and their families. The cer-
emonies were contactless, with Veterans 
taking the pins from a tray or table.
 “It’s great to see any Veteran being 
recognized,” said Air Force Master Sgt. 
(Retired) Stanley Richardson, who re-

ceived his pin at the U.S. Army Garrison 
Exchange in Wiesbaden, Germany. 
“Especially for those of us who served in 
such difficult times and didn’t get the same 
welcome home that our troops now get 
when they return from a deployment.”
At Camp Foster in Okinawa, the Exchange 
gave out the commemoration pin and 
other mementos at the customer service 
desk with contactless interactions.
 “I am very proud of the nation’s 
commemoration that honors Vietnam 
Veterans who served and supported our 

country during a critical time in our histo-
ry,” said U.S. Marine Corps Chief Warrant 
Officer 5 (retired) Curtis J. Kozlesky, who 
received his pin at the Camp Foster store. 
“During the war, we gave so much; some 
gave the ultimate sacrifice and we are very 
proud to be Vietnam Veterans.”
 The message “A Grateful Nation Thanks 
and Honors You” is engraved on the back 
of each pin – the side closest to the wearer’s 
heart.
 The ceremonies honored Veterans who 
served on active duty from Nov. 1, 1955, to 
May 15, 1975, regardless of location.
 “Even though I was drafted, it was 
an honor to serve,” said Army Veteran 
Armando Enriquez, a combat engineer 
who survived a tour in the war during his 
20 years of service and received his pin at 
the Wiesbaden Exchange. “I think this is 
great that we are being recognized because 
we didn’t receive the greatest reception 
coming home back then.”
 The Exchange is a 50th Anniversary 
Vietnam War Commemorative Partner, 
planning and conducting events and 
activities that recognize Vietnam Veterans 
and their families for service, valor and 
sacrifice in conjunction with the Com-
memoration.
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Army & Air Force Exchange Service honors 
Vietnam Veterans in ceremonies worldwide

By David Vergun
DOD NEWS
3/26/2021 - WASHINGTON  — 
Although U.S. Special Operations 
Command makes up just 3% of 
the joint force, it has suffered over 
half of all combat casualties over 
the past few years, said a Defense 
Department official.
 Christopher P. Maier, acting 
assistant secretary of defense for 
special operations and low-in-
tensity conflict, testified today at 
a Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee hearing on the defense 
authorization request for fiscal 
year 2022 and the future years 
defense program.
 The special operations forces, 
or SOF, community’s priorities, 
he said, are to defend the nation, 
take care of its people and succeed 
through teamwork.
 “We continue to adapt the 
unique capabilities and problem 
solving expertise of our special 
operators to the challenge of great 
power competition with Russia 

and China, while strengthening 
the alliances and partnerships 
that enhance our ability to 
compete,” Maier said, adding 
that protecting Americans from 
terrorist organizations is also a 
top priority.
 Despite the COVID-19 pan-
demic, SOF continue to maintain 
a high level of operational readi-
ness, he said. “We remain focused 
on and are making progress in 
easing the strain of high rates of 
overseas deployments.”
 Maier said he is concerned 
about incidents of serious moral 
and ethical failings within the 
SOF community. He added that 
last year, Socom had conducted 
a comprehensive review of SOF 
culture and ethics.
 The SOF community is also 
committed to enhancing diver-
sity, he said. “As we compete 
against different and more capa-
ble adversaries, a more diverse 
force empowers us to draw upon 
broader perspectives, different 

lived experiences and new ideas.”
 Army Gen. Richard D. Clarke, 
the commander of Socom, also 
testified. He noted that SOF 
continues to deter and disrupt 
persistent threats by terrorist and 
extremist organizations world-
wide.
 Below the level of armed con-
flict SOF teams support a wide 
range of U.S. policy objectives, 
and generate options to counter 
China, Russia and other competi-
tors, Clarke said.
 As SOF forge partnerships and 
build partner capacity, it gains 
access, placement and influence 
to counter terrorist extremist 
organizations, he added.
 “Today, as we sit here, nearly 
5,000 special operators stand vig-
ilant in almost 60 countries. Their 
commitment to American securi-
ty and prosperity is inspirational 
and their enthusiasm to learn, 
adapt and serve is infectious. It is 
my honor to lead them,” Clarke 
said.

(U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Mark A. Kauffman)

Officials describe Special Operations 
Forces’ contributions to national security

(U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David R. Krigbaum) 

    U.S. Air Force 
Chief Master Sgt. 
Kim Weissner, U.S. 
Air Force 18th Wing 
weapons manager, 
speaks about her 
experiences during 
the Women’s 
History Month 
event put on by the 
Commander, Fleet 
Activities Okinawa 
Multicultural 
Committee at 
Camp Shields, 
March 19.

Women’s History Month at CFAO

Kadena Gospel Band performs during 
the Women’s History Month event put 
on by the Commander, Fleet Activities 
Okinawa Multicultural Committee at 
Camp Shields,  March 19.

^

    On March 29, National Vietnam 
War Veterans Day, Col. Scott 
Maskery, Army & Air Force 
Exchange Service Pacific Region 
commander, United States Marine 
Corps Chief Warrant Officer 5 
(retired) Curtis J. Kozlesky and 
Sgt. Maj. Wayne Crudup, AAFES 
Pacific Region senior enlisted 
leader, met at the Exchange’s 
Foster Main Store to honor Vietnam 
Veterans for their service, valor, 
and sacrifice.

^
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By C. Todd Lopez
DOD NEWS
3/29/2021 - WASHINGTON 
— Defense Department officials 
have said the department will be 
ready to offer COVID-19 vacci-
nations to all eligible beneficia-
ries by May 1, in keeping with 
a White House announcement 
that on that date, all Americans 
will be able to get vaccinated if 
they want to.
 “We are committed to contrib-
uting to the president achieving 
his goal of 200 million shots in 
100 days,” said Acting Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Health 
Affairs Dr. Terry Adirim during a 
briefing today at the Pentagon.
 Army Lt. Gen. Ronald J. Place, 
director of the Defense Health 
Agency said that depending on 
the rate at which the DOD can 
get vaccines, and the uptake rate 
— that’s the number of person-
nel who step forward to get vac-

cinated — it’s possible that by ear-
ly summer, every person in the 
DOD could be vaccinated.
 “Based on the projections that 
we have, both supply side and vac-
cination side, we do fully expect to 
be open to all ... of our DOD eli-
gible populations on or before the 
first of May,” Place said. “At cur-
rent uptake rates for those who 
want to get it, we think by the 
middle of July or so ... the depart-
ment will be vaccinated.”
 Place said right now that the 
military health system is adminis-
tering COVID vaccine at 343 sites 
around the world. Also, he said, 
there are almost 3,000 military 
personnel providing vaccination 
support to FEMA-led commu-
nity vaccination sites around the 
country.
 “A special thanks goes out 
to our superbly trained enlisted 
medical forces carrying out these 
responsibilities with compassion 

and with distinction,” he said.
 Within the department, Place 
said, more than 600,000 service 
members from all three compo-
nents have gotten at least their 
first COVID-19 vaccine.
 “I want to use this opportuni-
ty to thank every service member 
who has gotten vaccinated,” said 
Adirim. “They are not only pro-
tecting themselves but they’re also 
contributing to the safety of their 
teammates, their families and 
their communities.”
 Right now, there are three 
COVID-19 vaccines available. 
Those include vaccines from Pfiz-
er and Moderna, both of which 
have cold-storage requirements, 
and both of which require two in-
jections. The Johnson and John-
son vaccine requires only a single 
shot, and has no cold-storage re-
quirement.
 All three vaccines are effec-
tive, Place said, but the single-shot 
Johnson and Johnson vaccine has 
been beneficial for use in austere 
environments.
 “Every single one of these vac-
cines are shown through rigor-
ous clinical trials to be safe and 
effective,” he said. “The ... unique 
advantages to this third vac-
cine is first it doesn’t require that 
cold chain requirement and sec-
ond only requires one dose, all of 
which make its efficacy ... the ac-
tual effectiveness at the operation-
al force to be greater. So we think 

this is a better vaccine for the cir-
cumstances in those austere envi-
ronments.”
 Adirim said she hopes that 
more service members will 
step forward to take whatever 
COVID-19 vaccine is eventual-
ly offered to them because doing 
so is the key to getting the nation 
back on track.
 “Vaccination is one critical 
part of getting our country back 
to normal, along with continued 

testing and adherence to pub-
lic health measures like mask-
ing and social distancing,” Adi-
rim said. “We just can’t let up at 
this point. Our DOD personnel 
have done a phenomenal job. I’m 
very proud of all of them. We’ve 
administered more than 1.8 
million shots within DOD and 
more than 5 million shots have 
gone into arms by military ser-
vice members in support of the 
FEMA mission.”

NMCB-4 conducts a Marine Corps 
Combat Readiness Evaluation with 
Marine Wing Support Squadron 172

Sailors assigned to Naval Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 4 and Marines assigned 
to Marine Wing Support Squadron 172 perform a simulated Casualty Evacuation during a 
Marine Corps Combat Readiness Evaluation. The exercise demonstrated joint lethality and 
expanded the capacity for airfield damage repair and survivability operations. 

(U.S. Navy photo by Lt. Kody Price) 

^Sailors of the amphibious dock landing ship USS Germantown (LSD 42) stand in line to 
receive their second dose of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, Okinawa, March 16. 

 (U.S. Navy photo by Ensign William M. Ash) 

Entire Force may be vaccinated 
for COVID-19 by early summer
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By Capt. Nicholas Royer
3rd Marine Division
3/18/2021 - OKINAWA — U.S. Marine 
Corps exercises have, historically, featured 
hundreds of Marines storming ashore un-
der cover of aircraft, with Navy ships loom-
ing ominously on the horizon, and the roar 
of gunfire, smoke and shouted commands 
permeating every aspect of a forced land-
ing en masse. By contrast, the most re-
cent operations led by 3d Marine Division 
looked and sounded like nothing – then 
the shooting began.
 During March 2021, U.S. Marines in Ja-
pan and Hawaii teamed up with joint part-
ners to execute networked Expeditionary 
Advanced Base Operations (EABO) span-
ning five separate islands in a complex dis-
play of modern littoral warfare. Exercises 
Castaway 21.1 in Japan and Spartan Fury 
21.1 in Hawaii demonstrated the ability 
of the Marine Corps to integrate with the 
joint force to seize and defend key mari-
time terrain, provide low-signature sus-
tainment, and execute long-range preci-
sion fires in support of naval operations 
from expeditionary advanced bases.
 “These operations can be replicated on 
any island in the Indo-Pacific, and work-
ing with our joint partners allows us to 
refine the tactics, techniques, and proce-
dures to do this in a real-world situation,” 
said Lt. Col. Roe Lemons, command-
ing officer of 3d Battalion, 12th Marines, 
whose forces were responsible for plan-
ning and executing much of Castaway 
21.1 in Japan. “We are coming in with 
stealth, extending the reach of our long-
range fires, and working on our ability to 
sustain that as long as the maritime force 
needs us to control an access point to the 
sea lines of communication.”
 Before the introduction of persistent 
long-range fires capabilities at the EAB 
on Ie Shima, Marines with 3d Reconnais-
sance Battalion and members of the Army 
Special Forces and Air Force special oper-
ations combined to execute a stealthy in-
sertion through a daring series of multi-
mode infiltrations into the island via the 
air and sea. A military freefall infiltration 
from an MV-22B Osprey, coupled with an 
amphibious infiltration under the cover of 
darkness, enabled the Marines and their 
joint counterparts to thoroughly survey 
the area for enemy forces and ensure the 

suitability of the airfield. Several F-35Bs 
from Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 
121 soon joined the battle. Not long after, 
numerous MV-22B Ospreys and CH-53E 
Super Stallions with 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing delivered hundreds of infantrymen 
with 3d Battalion, 8th Marines who se-
cured the island, established formidable 
defenses, and paved the way for an endur-
ing EAB with responsive long-range fires.
 With hidden firing points dotting is-
lands and a web of fleeting, stealthy con-
nections facilitating a common operational 
picture across multiple domains, Marines 
charged ahead into mastering new ways 
to enable freedom of maneuver for the 
U.S. Navy and allied forces. Although dis-
persed, they were not alone. Leading these 
complex joint operations, 12th Marine 
Regiment was s upported by a host of ca-
pabilities within III Marine Expedition-
ary Force and across the joint force to in-
clude the Navy’s USS Halsey (DDG 97); 
Air Force C-17 Globemaster III transports 
and combat controllers; the Army’s I Corps 
Multi-Domain Task Force, 25th Infantry 
Division, 1st Air Defense Artillery Regi-
ment, 8th Theater Sustainment Command, 
and 1st Special Forces Group (Airborne); 
and the Space Force.
 “We recognize that our operating en-
vironment is changing … the biggest dif-
ference is that we will need to address 
problems and opportunities with a joint 
approach,” said Col. Michael Roach, com-
manding officer of 12th Marines. “In this 
exercise, rather this competition opera-
tion, you saw a networked and distribut-
ed force executing concepts that would be 
critical to support any future distributed 
maritime operation.”
 Meanwhile during Spartan Fury 21.1, 
1st Battalion, 12th Marines expanded its 
ability to strike targets across the entire 
Hawaiian Island chain, deploying High 
Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HI-
MARS) launchers from aircraft and con-
ducting various forms of expeditionary 
resupply to include utilizing Army Land-
ing Support Vessels. Moving into con-
cealed positions via air and sea transport, 
the mobile launchers received firing data 
from both manned and unmanned sys-
tems across multiple domains as Marines 
operating M777A2 Howitzers spread 
across numerous positions to engage tar-

gets with live munitions.
 New approaches to the employment 
and sustainment of these distributed forc-
es were tested with Marines spread across 
hundreds of miles of islands and ocean, 
working closely with Air Force and Navy 
counterparts to achieve outsize effects 
and remain undetectable. While naval in-
tegration with the Marine Corps is often 
viewed in terms of amphibious shipping, 
this operation featured Marines working 
directly with a U.S. Navy Destroyer.
 “We are using the ship’s sensors to ex-
tend our range and share information 
across the island chain,” said Lt. Cmdr. 
Jacob Zercher, naval gunfire liaison offi-
cer with 1st Battalion, 12th Marines. “We 
are able to broaden what we can see and 
shoot, as well create a better shared aware-
ness of the battlespace.”
 Numerous exercises in the past have 
featured what is known as a HIMARS rap-
id infiltration, or HIRAIN, during which a 
launcher is quickly brought to an airfield, 
fires, and leaves. However, the realistic 
expeditionary sustainment of an endur-

ing long-range fires capabilities on EABs 
was a key focus during these latest oper-
ations with the utilization of mobile sur-
face vessels, aerial delivery facilitated by 
both Marine Corps and joint assets, and 
low-signature ground convoys emplacing 
concealed supply caches throughout the 
area of operations by 1st Transportation 
Support Battalion.
 “We are validating what we need to re-
main in a place like this for an enduring 
period of time,” said Maj. Jacob Burton, 
commander of a HIMARS battery with 
3/12 operating on Ie Shima during Cast-
away 21.1. “We are getting a lot out of this 
operation.”
 Concurrently, infantrymen with 3d Bat-
talion, 3d Marines employed a wide-rang-
ing coastal defense around Okinawa, using 
highly mobile forces both on land and in 
quick, low-profile boats to locate and strike 
targets at sea. The Joint Light Tactical Vehi-
cle, already used by Marines with 3d Ma-
rine Division to coordinate distributed air 

U.S. Marine Corps 
CH-53E Super Stallions 
and MV-22 Ospreys with 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 
transport Marines with 
3d Battalion, 8th Marine 
Regiment executing an air 
assault during Castaway 
21.1 at Ie Shima, March 11.

U.S. Marines, joint partners
test networked EABO 
from Japan to Hawaii

   U.S. Marine Corps Brig. Gen. Kyle Ellison, 
commanding general, 3d Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade, and deputy commanding general, III 
Marine Expeditionary Force, speaks to U.S. 
Navy Capt. Joseph Ring, commanding officer, 
Naval Surface Group Middle Pacific during a 
visit aboard Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, 
Hawaii, March 12. Navy and Marine Corps 
forces teamed up to conduct Exercise Spartan 
Fury 21.1, which utilizes an integrated operating 
concept designed to increase efficiency and 
lethality amongst the naval team and joint force.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Mario. A. Ramirez) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Ujian Gosun) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Samantha Sanchez) 

^

U.S. Marines with 3d Battalion, 12th 
Marines, 3d Marine Division, load a High 
Mobility Artillery Rocket System onto a 
KC-130J Super Hercules with 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing during Castaway 21.1 on 
Kadena Air Base, March 15.

NEXT  PAGE
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U.S. Marines, Okinawa residents participate in an English discussion class at MCAS Futenma

By Cpl. Terry Wong
Marine Corps Installations Pacific 
3/16/2021 - MARINE CORPS AIR STA-
TION FUTENMA — U.S. Marines and 
Okinawa residents arrived at the chapel on 
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma to par-

ticipate in the Futenma Chapel English dis-
cussion March 16.
 The once-weekly event resumed, after a 
year hiatus due to COVID-19 prevention ef-
forts, providing Marines and Okinawa resi-
dents an opportunity to practice and learn 

both English and Japanese.
 “It helps out on both fronts,” said U.S. 
Navy Lt. j.g. Adam Boggess, the chaplain of 
MCAS Futenma. “It helps us learn to speak 
their language and get to know their culture, 
and they get to learn ours. During these dis-
cussions, we’re able to have conversations 
and make new friends.”
 The English discussion was first orga-
nized in 2015 by Kiyoko Somei, the chap-
lain’s assistant, and was held weekly until the 
outbreak of COVID-19. The discussions are 
open to service members, families and Oki-
nawa residents to come and learn a different 
language while building friendships.
 “I enjoy coming to these discussions,” 
said Aika Shimabukuro, a native of Okina-
wa, Japan. “I am able to practice English and 
make new friends!”

 Shimabukuro explained that prior to at-
tending this event she was unfamiliar with 
Marines. She now has a new perspective 
and encourages others to experience this 
community. In addition, she expresses her 
excitement for learning English and teach-
ing Japanese.
 “I think the biggest takeaway for the 
Marines is that they’re able to make con-
nections,” said Boggess, a native of Whit-
well, Tennessee. “It’s very easy to make new 
friends here than they would anywhere 
else.”
 The discussion is held every Tuesday 
at 6:30 p.m. at the MCAS Futenma Chap-
el. Currently, due to COVID-19 mitigation 
efforts, the number of participants is limit-
ed. To sign up, contact the MCAS Futenma 
chapel at 636-6612.

assaults during Forest Light in 2020, took 
on a new role by allowing a small group of 
missile-armed Marines to detect and strike 
targets on the move.
 “Nothing is off-limits when it comes to 
learning and innovating,” said Capt. Jona-
than Kohler, a company commander with 
3/3 who led the littoral defense opera-
tions.
 Many aspects of EABO are nothing 
new to the Marines of 3d Marine Divi-
sion. This storied unit has a long tradition 
of innovation, development, and building 
interoperability with both the joint force 

and U.S. allies in the Indo-Pacific region. 
During 2020 alone, lessons learned from 
notable exercises such as Forest Light and 
Keen Sword, which featured U.S. and Jap-
anese troops seizing and defending is-
lands and establishing EABs, were on the 
minds of many of the Marines along with 
the realization that a future fight against a 
peer adversary would be a joint endeavor.
 “Castaway was an important step to-
ward enhancing joint interoperability to 
ensure lethal, ready, and responsive forces 
for crises and contingencies with our part-
ners throughout the Indo-Pacific region,” 
said U.S. Army Lt. Col. Erik Davis, com-

manding officer of 1st Battalion, 1st SFG 
(A). “This event illustrated how Special 
Operations Forces capabilities can support 
the rapid deployment of 3d Marine Divi-
sion’s long-range precision fires platforms 
into austere or remote locations.”
 Facilitating this joint integration is a 
natural fit for the Marine Corps because 
the timeless traits of adaptability and 
teamwork are cultivated beginning with 
entry-level training, according to Roach. 
“I see our service as being the linchpin 
to bringing a successful joint operation 
together … like we showed this week in 
Okinawa and Hawaii.” 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Terry Wong) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Scott Aubuchon) (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Scott Aubuchon) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Ujian Gosun) (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Ujian Gosun) 

    U.S. Marines 
and Okinawa 
residents engage 
in a bilingual 
conversation 
during the 
English 
discussion class 
at the chapel on 
Marine Corps Air 
Station Futenma, 
March 16.

^

   A U.S. Army 
Soldier with 1st 
Battalion, 1st 
Special Forces 
Group (Airborne), 
prepares to load 
a CH-53E Super 
Stallion with 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing 
during Castaway 
21.1 on Ie Shima, 
March 17.

^U.S. Marine Corps 1st Lt. Zach Fisher, an infantry officer 
with India Company, 3d Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, 
3d Marine Division, and a U.S. Air Force combat control 
specialist with 320th Special Tactics Squadron, conduct close 
air support during Castaway 21.1 at Ie Shima, March 13.

^U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Randall Miller, a 
transmission system operator with 3d Battalion, 12th Marine 
Regiment, 3d Marine Division, tests communications 
during Exercise Castaway 21.1 at Ie Shima, March 13.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Scott Aubuchon) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Scott Aubuchon) 
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U.S. Marines with VMFA-121, 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing, refuel an F-35B Lightning 
II from an expeditionary airfield during 
Castaway 21.1 at Ie Shima, March 9.

U.S. Marines with 3d Reconnaissance 
Battalion, 3d Marine Division conduct 
a military freefall infiltration during 
Castaway 21.1 on Ie Shima, March 9.

^U.S. Marines with 3d Battalion, 12th Marine 
Regiment, 3d Marine Division prepare to conduct a 
High Mobility Artillery Rocket System expeditionary 
refuel with 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, during 
Castaway 21.1 on Ie Shima, March 17.



NOTICE
Power Outage Kadena Air Base
Kadena Air Base will be undergoing a series of 
large-scale power outage beginning in January 
until April 2021. Kadena have exceptionally 
old and degraded electrical infrastructure. 
The power outages are necessary to ensure 
that our electrical system's key junction points 
can be safely repaired and upgraded. In order 
to prevent the repair from being unsafe to 
the technicians involved in the construction 
work, large portions of the power grid will be 
temporarily taken off line.   The specific power 
outage date: Apr 3. The majority of the outages 
will occur from 9 p.m. to 7 a.m. For the location 
or more detail information, contact Crizaldey 
Azucena at 632-7511.

Education and Training Center 
Building 59 HVAC Repairs
Starting Mar 29, the Education and 
Training Center, Bldg. 59, will have HVAC 
repair work that will close the 2nd and 3rd 
floors through the end of April. Student 
counseling will be by appointment only (email 
kadenaeducationoffice@us.af.mil). WAPS 
testing will be on 1st floor, Rooms 113 & 114. 
UMGC will relocate to 1st floor (Kadena-asia@
umgc.edu , Troy University will telework 
(Kadena@troy.edu), ERAU not affected (on 1st 
floor). For more information / questions, e-mail 
to kadenaeducationoffice@us.af.mil

FAQ about Pre-Travel COVID-19 Tests
Almost all international travel requires a 
COVID test within 3 days of departure. When 
in doubt, assume that one is needed. There is 
no requirement for domestic pre-travel testing 
within Japan at this time. For more information, 
contact Tricare at 630-4026.

AADD Update
Airmen Against Drunk Driving is not operational. 
However, they will make Facebook post when 
the program is back up and running! For 

more information please stay tuned to our 
Facebook page: Kadena AB A2D2, or contact 
A1C Alejandro Gonzalez Rodriguez, alejandro.
gonzalez_rodriguez@us.af.mil .  Thank you for 
your patience during these challenging times. 
We hope to see you soon!

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the IG. 
You can file a complaint if you reasonably 
believe inappropriate conduct has occurred 
or a violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation has been committed. Complete the 
personnel data information on an AF Form 
102 and briefly outline the facts and relevant 
information related to the issue or complaint. 
List the allegations of wrongdoing briefly, in 
general terms and provide supporting narrative 
detail and documents later, when interviewed 
by an IG person. Allegations should be written 
as bullets and should answer who committed 
the violation; what violation was committed; 
what law, regulation, procedures, or policy 
was violated; when did the violation occur. 
Help is available: Call your Kadena IG office at 
634-7622 for Maj Sarabia, 634-0442 for SMSgt 
Aguilarmunoz or 634-1109 for Mr. Lovingood.

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency 
on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from 
an office phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via 
cell, dial 098-911-1911, or from an office phone, 
dial 911.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 

home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

AirMENTORSHIP
AirMENTORSHIP is a Mentoring Program made 
for airmen, by airmen. We are in need of both 
Mentees (E-1 to E-4) and Mentors (NCOs, 
SNCOs, CGOs. And Civilian employees). 
Interested members will complete and submit 
an application and each Mentee will be 
paired with a Mentor. Members are matched 
based on interest and the responses listed 
on the application. For more information and 
applications, call Senior Airman Dyana Dillard 
at 634-1275.

Mail Address Information
The mail addressees should inform their mailers 
to not include “Japan” or “Okinawa” in the APO 
or FPO mail address format. If included, the 
mail may be routed through the international 
postal system instead of the military postal 
system, which may result in a higher postage 
rate and longer transit time to the addressee.
　To prevent non-delivery of mail, please 
enclose inside the mail piece the sender's 
address and the intended addressee. Enclosing 
the addresses inside the package can help the 
Postal Service route the mail to the addressee 
or returned to sender should the exterior 
addresses become unreadable or is separated 
from the mail piece.　For more information, 
contact the Kadena Post Office at 634-4458 or 
718FSS.FSVP.KadenaPostOffice@us.af.mil  

AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting
Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553 
Monthly Meetings will be at 11:30 a.m. on the 
3rd Wednesday of every month at the 18th LRS 
PDF room. Come out to learn about what AFSA 
can do for you! Civilians, all enlisted & officers 
and all branches are welcome to attend. Please 
follow our Facebook page in order to stay up 
to date with meeting locations and additional 

information at “AFSA Chapter 1553 Kadena 
AB”. For more information, contact Tech. Sgt. 
Amanda Chom at 634-8140.

Government of Japan Quarantine 
Warning
Certain regions of Japan, including Okinawa, 
are home to serious plant pests that are 
not present in other parts of Japan. The 
government of Japan’s Plant Protection 
Station strives to eradicate these pests and 
prevent the movement of their host plants to 
areas the pests are not currently present. DO 
NOT transport or mail the following plants and 
species: -Sweet Potatoes -Citrus Seedlings 
-Giant African Snail -Citrus Greening Disease 
-West Sweet Potato Weevi -Sweet Potato 
Weevil. For more information, contact MAFF, 
Naha Plant Protection Station, Kadena Branch 
at 098-938-1024 or email pps_kadena@maff.
go.jp

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental nutrition 
program designed for pregnant, postpartum, 
and breastfeeding women, infants and 
children up to the age of 5. As a WIC Overseas 
participant, you can receive nutrition education 
in the form of individual counseling and group 
classes, breastfeeding support, supplemental 
foods such as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, eggs 
and fresh fruits and vegetables, and referrals to 
other health care agencies. For more information 
and to check financial/residential eligibility, 
visit or call the WIC Overseas office nearest 
you. Kadena Air Base (Bldg. 428) at 632-9427 
or 632-6223; off base, call: 098-938-1111, then 
632-9427/6223. / Camp Foster (Bldg. 5717) at 
645-9419; off base, call: 098-970-9419. / Camp 
Courtney (Bldg. 4408) at 622-9424; off base, call: 
098-954-9424. / Camp Kinser (Bldg. 107, Room 
121) at 637-4899; off base, call: 098-970-5555.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Armed Services Blood Drive
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The Armed Services Blood drive will be held 
April 5 at Bldg. 938 near Gate 3 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. hosted by 372nd Training Squadron 
and Detachment 15. Snacks, drinks, a T-Shirt, 
and a 2 hour volunteer LOA will be provided 
to all those who come donate blood. If you 
have received the COVID-19 vaccine, there is 
a 14 day wait to donate. For more information, 
contact Staff Sgt. Kevin Vogelpohl at 634-1469 / 
Tech. Sgt. Chelsea Montag at 632-9335.

VOLUNTEER
Volunteer Victim Advocate course
The Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
(SAPR) Office will be hosting a 40 hour initial 
VVA course April 26 - 30. To volunteer you must 
be a Senior Airman, First Lieutenant or GS-7 
and above and be in good standing within your 
unit. For complete list of requirements and an 
application packet/checklist, please visit 18th 
Wing SAPR SharePoint: https://kadena.eis.
pacaf.af.mil/18WG/WSA/SAPR.  For additional 
information or questions, contact our office 
at 634-0180 or email: 18wg.sarc@us.af.mil. 
Application packets are due to the SAPR office 
NLT 4 p.m. April 2.
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By Shireen Bedi
Air Force Surgeon General Public Affairs
3/31/2021 - FALLS CHURCH, Va. — This 
year, the 2021 Chief Richard L. Etchberg-
er award has been granted to the Air Force 
respiratory care practitioner career field for 
the incredible achievements made by the 
enlisted Airmen.
 The Department of the Air Force award, 
named after Medal of Honor recipient 
Chief Master Sgt. Richard L. Etchberger, 
recognizes the selfless service of Airmen in 
an enlisted career field. This year, respirato-
ry care practitioners are being recognized 
for their dedication, innovation and criti-
cal action amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
 “Our respiratory care practitioners 
had no playbook for this disease yet they 
stepped up when our service members and 
nation needed them most,” said Lt. Gen. 
Dorothy Hogg, U.S. Air Force Surgeon 
General. “They had to build on the train-
ing and experience they had and develop 
new and effective ways to save lives. They 
were innovative amid the chaos of the pan-
demic, implementing the ‘think without 
the box’ mentality we needed of our Air-
men.”
 “The respiratory care practitioner ca-
reer field is a low supply, high demand ca-
reer field,” said Chief Master Sgt. Lisa Pick-
ett, respiratory care practitioner career 
field manager, Air Force Medical Readi-
ness Agency. “There are only 487 across 
the Total Air Force and every single one 
of them are needed to deliver care at home 
and deployed, especially when responding 
to the pandemic.”
 Respiratory care practitioners were de-

ployed in many ways to the frontlines of 
the pandemic.
 When the transport isolation system 
and the Negatively Pressurized Conex 
were deployed for the first time, respirato-
ry care practitioners were needed to move 
COVID-19 patients, ensuring they re-
ceived respiratory care in flight. They were 
also part of Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency strike teams, and were em-
bedded in overwhelmed civilian hospitals 
across the country.
 Simultaneously, knowing they were fac-
ing something new, respiratory care practi-
tioners adapted and adjusted processes to 
provide the best care. As they were learn-
ing more about COVID-19, they were also 
working to standardize procedures, in-
cluding airway management, transport, 
and isolation of patients.
 “The pandemic forced us to adjust how 
we do our jobs,” said Senior Airman Jose 
Galindo, a respiratory therapist at Brooke 
Army Medical Center, Joint Base San An-
tonio - For Sam Houston, Texas. “Some-
thing that would take us 15 to 20 minutes 
now takes us 30 to 40 minutes. We had spe-

cial procedures for entering and exiting the 
room, and taking on and off our protective 
equipment to ensure we were keeping our 
patients safe and the medical team safe.”
 At the height of the pandemic, when 
critical supplies were limited, including 
ventilators, respiratory care practitioners 
worked to standardize split ventilation to 
help care for more patients. This split ven-
tilation process was pushed out as a stan-
dard across the Military Health System.
 For Staff Sgt. ChaRoyce Grier, Criti-
cal Care Air Transport Initial Course in-
structor at the U.S. Air Force School of 
Aerospace Medicine, part of the Air Force 
Research Laboratory’s 711th Human Per-
formance Wing, COVID-19 shed light on 
the vital role respiratory care practitioners 
play, and how responsive and adaptable 
these Airmen had to be to do their jobs.
 “We became teachers as we were sought 
after for education on the mechanical ven-
tilator,” said Grier. “We also became stu-
dents again, studying and training on the 
how the virus impacted our patients and 
how to treat them. Patient loads became 
larger, and our normal hospital settings be-

came altered as we were task to respond in 
different locations. I viewed this as an op-
portunity to represent the career field in 
the highest regard.”
 Pickett attributes their success in re-
sponding to the pandemic to the training 
they receive.
 “Part of our training involved working 
in civilian trauma centers,” said Pickett. 
“Because of this, we were able to seamlessly 
work with our civilian counterparts when 
they needed us. We have been ramping up 
our ability to respond to such events. This 
is our wartime mission.”
 Despite the limitations COVID-19 pre-
sented, 70 new respiratory care practi-
tioners graduated and provided additional 
support to the pandemic response.
 “There was a struggle between main-
taining social distancing and conducting 
in-depth simulation with students with-
in very close proximity,” said Tech. Sgt. 
Kyle Watters, Education and Training 
non-commissioned officer in charge with 
the Center for Sustainment of Trauma and 
Readiness Skills, or C-STARS, at Cincinna-
ti, Ohio. “We had to find creative ways to 
ensure that mission continues while train-
ing future generations of CCAT teams.”
 While the pandemic brought the need 
of respiratory care experts front and cen-
ter, these Airmen have always been a vital 
component of medical teams, delivering 
care at MTFs, on the back of aircraft, and 
embedded within civilian hospitals across 
the United States through the 711th Hu-
man Performance Wing’s C-STARS train-
ing program, part of the Air Force Re-
search Laboratory.
 “The enlisted Airmen in the respirato-
ry care practitioner career field exemplify 
the high standards of Air Force medicine, 
showing ingenuity and resilience when 
faced with some of the biggest challenges,” 
said Hogg. “I could not be more proud to 
represent these amazing men and women.” 

Respiratory care practitioner career field named 
2021 Chief Richard L. Etchberger Team of The Year

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Jessica H. Smith) 

   The 18th Medical 
Group Critical Care 
Air Transport Team 
provides medical 
care to a patient 
during a flight aimed 
at getting the patient 
to a higher echelon 
of care. The team 
sees many different 
medical scenarios 
and averages about 
60 missions a year.
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