
By Airman 1st Class 
Cesar J. Navarro
18th Wing Public Affairs
4/22/2021 - KADENA AIR BASE 
— The 18th Maintenance Group 
supports the 18th Wing’s mission 
non-stop, with over 2,300 aircraft 
maintainers supporting 18,000 
flying hours annually. Due to the 
vast amount of members and all 
the different jobs needing comple-
tion, accountability and safety are 
monitored by a third party out-
side of the shops – enter the 18th 
MXG Quality Assurance.
 Working in QA is unique in 
that inspectors are hand select-
ed by their squadron leadership 
based on their expertise and ap-
plication in their respective fields.
 On a monthly basis, the QA 
section hosts maintainers from 
the many different shops for QA 
for a Day, an inside look into the 
work and mission of QA evalua-
tors.
 Spending a day alongside QA 
evaluators is meant to help main-
tainers and their evaluators grow 

in understanding of one another 
in order to efficiently accomplish 
their missions. 
 “The goal of the program is 
to get rid of the misconception 
about QA only being here to re-
port the bad news,” said Tech. 
Sgt. Jose Jimenez, a quality as-
surance evaluator with the 18th 
MXG QA. “We’re not coming af-
ter people, we’re just trying to 
keep people safe.”
 QA evaluators not only inspect 
equipment management process-
es and organization, but also the 
varying methods implemented by 
the 18th MXG to maintain all air-
craft on base.
 “We’re basically the eyes 
and the ears of the command-
er,” Jimenez said. “We are tasked 
to evaluate how the maintainers 
are doing in regards to safety and 
quality.”
 The QA for a Day program was 
implemented by Tech. Sgt. Irene 
Terry, a quality assurance evalua-
tor with the 18th MXG QA, to fa-
miliarize Airmen, especially new-

er ones, to the processes and the 
evaluators of QA. She was in-
spired by her previous base – RAF 
Lakenheath – where QA let main-
tainers follow them to see their 
work from a different perspective. 
This helped her learn a lot as a se-
nior airman at her shop and mo-
tivated her to start the program at 
Kadena in October 2019, she ex-
plained.
 “It allows personnel to know 
what type of inspections we are 
required to do and some specif-
ics that we are looking for,” Terry 
said. “It gives us, as an inspector, 
time to sit down with these indi-
viduals and read references, teach 
and answer questions.”
 One of the issues QA for a Day 
seeks to fix is the anxiety and ner-
vousness some maintainers have 
when they’re getting inspect-
ed. A lot of times the failures ar-
en’t due to individuals not know-
ing their job, but rather to them 
getting anxious when somebody 
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909th ARS and USMC aircrafts conduct aerial refueling over the Pacific Ocean

A U.S. Marine Corps 
F/A-18C Hornet aircraft 
from Marine Fighter 
Attack Squadron 232 
out of Marine Corps 
Air Station Iwakuni, 
Japan, conducts 
aerial refueling with 
a 909th Air Refueling 
Squadron KC-135 
Stratotanker from 
Kadena Air Base, over 
the Pacific Ocean, 
April 20. 

A U.S. Marine Corps F-35B Lightning 
II aircraft assigned to Marine Fighter 
Attack Squadron 121 from Marine Corps 
Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, conducts 
aerial refueling with a 909th Air Refueling 
Squadron KC-135 Stratotanker from 
Kadena Air Base, over the Pacific Ocean, 
April  20. The Air Force and Marine Corps 
frequently conduct joint training operations 
in the Pacific to maintain high standards of 
proficiency and continue to demonstrate 
our commitment to the U.S-Japan Treaty of 
Mutual Security and Cooperation. 

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Charles 
Piatt, a quality assurance evaluator 
with the 18th Maintenance Group QA, 
uses his E-tool to show a maintainer 
where he gets guidance from during 
an inspection, during QA for a Day, at 
Kadena Air Base, March 11.

A U.S. Air Force 
HH-60G Pave Hawk 
prepares to extract 
reconnaissance 
Marines with 3d 
Reconnaissance 
Battalion, 3d Marine 
Division, on Kin 
Blue training area, 
Okinawa, April 20.  
Kin Blue served as a 
training location for 
9th Engineer Support 
Battalion’s exercise 
Pacific Pioneer, as 
well as 3d Recon 
Battalion’s Combat 
Rubber Raiding Craft 
training.

A U.S. Air Force Special Tactics Airman from the 353rd 
Special Operations Group descends over Malemute Drop 
Zone while conducting airborne training at Joint Base 
Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, April 9. The Air Force 
Special Tactics Airmen are required to regularly train in 
climates ranging from subtropical to arctic to ensure they 
are prepared to respond to any contingency.

HH-60G prepares 
to extract 
reconnaissance 
Marines
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By Master Sgt. 
Theanne Tangen
Pacific Air Forces Public Affairs
4/26/2021 - TINKER AIR FORCE BASE, 
Okla. — Members of the U.S. Pacific Air 
Forces and the Japan Air Self-Defense Force 
visited the 552d Air Control Networks 
Squadron to build cyber-defense capacity 
April 4-10.
 The 552d ACNS is the Air Force lead 
Mission Defense Team (MDT) for the U.S. 
E-3 Sentry Airborne warning and control 
system (AWACS) and ground-based Con-

trol and Reporting Centers (CRCs). They 
are the only MDT in the Air Force to per-
form missions inside the skin of an aircraft, 
defending against adversaries in cyberspace.
 “The knowledge and experience gained 
by visiting the 552d ACNS will help shape 
the overall cyber defense strategy for the 
Japanese Weapon Systems,” said U.S. Air 
Force Capt. Ali Syed, Pacific Air Forces 
Deputy Chief, Cyber Defense and Mission 
Assurance. “At PACAF we will incorporate 
the knowledge gained into our command’s 
MDT force array and employment concepts 

as we execute our staff mission to organize, 
train, and equip.”
 Koku-Jieitai (JASDF) Lt. Col. Akio 
Ohigashi, is a liaison to PACAF HQ from 
Air Defense Command, deployed for Co-
ordination and Information sharing about 
network operations with PACAF staff.
 “Ministry of Defense is currently 
conducting the study of technology for 
responding to cyber attacks targeting intelli-
gence processing system within equipment,” 
said Ohigashi. “The achievement from this 
visit will make JASDF’s future cyber defense 
posture strong.”
 During the visit, members of the 552d 
ACNS MDT comprised of cyber operators 
from a variety of different backgrounds, 
explained the capabilities of a deployable 
cyber defense weapon system, Cyberspace 
Vulnerability Assessment/Hunter.
 When a cyber-defense mission is tasked, 
a MDT crew plans and briefs the mission 
before operating on an AWACS or Control 
and Reporting Centers cyber terrain, just 
like an aircrew.
 “I was able to learn how 552d ACNS 
developed their MDT and how their MDT 
is protecting their mission system from 
cyber threats,” said Capt. Shumpei Kawano, 
an exchange officer from Japan working as 
the Assistant Director of Operations for the 
747th Communications Squadron at Joint 

Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.
 The 747 CS is now transforming from 
a Communications Squadron to a Cyber 
Squadron and developing their own MDT, 
this experience and knowledge will be help-
ful for us, said Kawano.
 Kawano is a part of the U.S. Air Force 
Defense Personnel Exchange Program 
which allows a foreign officer from different 
air forces the opportunity to embed. He will 
be the first exchange officer to attend the 
U.S. Air Force Cyber Protect and Defend 
Course at the I.G. Brown Training and Edu-
cation Center in East Tennessee. Following 
graduation he will work as a MDT operator 
with the 747 CS.
 “Information Sharing with partners 
such as U.S. Forces is one of the six pillars 
of our comprehensive Defense Measures 
against Cyber Attack,” said Ohigashi. “This 
opportunity will be a trigger to strengthen 
our partnership.”
 Syed emphasizes the importance of 
fostering international relationships with 
coalition and global partners for future 
contingencies.
 “Response to any future competition, 
crisis, or conflict in our Area of Respon-
sibility will be as a joint force, with all our 
military branches and most importantly 
with our allies and partners, in this case the 
Koku Jieitai,” said Syed. 
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Japan-American partnership builds cyber defense capacity

(U.S. Air Force photo by Kimberly Woodruff)

By Master Sgt. 
Chuck Broadway
436th Airlift Wing Public Affairs
4/22/2021 - DOVER AIR FORCE 
BASE, Del. — The U.S. govern-
ment’s Foreign Military Sales pro-
gram is a form of partnership the 
United States has with more than 
180 countries and international 
organizations to transfer defense 
articles, services and training to 
international partners.
 One of the steps in the FMS 
program is the procurement of 
materials by a partner country. 
Due to its strategic geographic 
location, Dover Air Force Base 
regularly supports FMS opera-
tions through the 436th Aerial 
Port Squadron. The “Super Port,” 
as it is known, is the largest aerial 
port in the Department of De-
fense and supports approximately 
$3.5 billion worth of FMS cases 
annually.
 Last month, Australia com-
pleted an FMS transfer of materi-

als at Dover AFB, in just the latest 
example of the steadfast, 80-year 
partnership with the U.S. armed 
forces.
 “We cooperate closely with 
Australia to advance security and 
stability across the Indo-Pacific 
region,” said U.S. Air Force Brig. 
Gen. Todd Dozier, director of 
regional affairs for the deputy 
under secretary of the Air Force, 
international affairs. “The FMS 
program is an important part of 
that. It fosters long-term relation-
ships that deepen interoperability 
and create a stronger combined 
warfighting team.”
 The cargo consisted of preci-
sion-guided weapons for use by 
the Royal Australian Navy and 
Royal Australian Air Force, to 
include replenishment of mu-
nitions employed during recent 
testing, training and operational 
deployment.
 “Australia has an extensive 
history of FMS with the United 

States, including many engage-
ments between the Australian 
Defence Force and United States 
Department of Defense,” said 
Squadron Leader Brett Aaker, ex-
ecutive officer for the RAAF No. 
36 Squadron, the unit carried the 
cargo back to Australia from Do-
ver AFB. “The RAAF is extremely 
well-supported throughout global 
U.S. Department of Defense 
establishments. Being another 
C-17A hub, Dover Air Force 
Base possesses an adept group of 
talented individuals who consis-
tently make us feel at home.”
 As a partner in the Indo-Pacific 
region, the RAAF also operates a 
fleet of eight C-17A Globemaster 
III aircraft, which were purchased 
via FMS, providing Australia with 
an unprecedented capacity for 
strategic airlift to rapidly deploy 
troops, supplies, combat vehicles, 
and heavy equipment anywhere 
in the world.
 “The sheer expanse of the 

Indo-Pacific region requires the 
reach and speed of air mobility 
to enable responsive and agile 
logistics and force projection,” said 
Air Commodore Carl Newman, 
RAAF Air Mobility Group com-
mander. “Access to quality air mo-
bility bases, like Dover Air Force 
Base, is essential and requires 
strong relationships to leverage 
the services of those bases that are 
necessary to enable air mobility.”
 Newman added the two air 

forces have very common interests 
and air mobility bases routinely 
support each other’s requirements 
when it is needed most.
 “Dover Air Force Base remains 
committed to being the world’s 
premier airlift wing,” said Col. 
Matthew Jones, 436th Airlift Wing 
commander. “We are proud to 
support our many partner nations, 
such as Australia, with the FMS 
mission and stand ready when our 
nation calls for rapid global airlift.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Faith Schaefer)

US, Australia strengthen alliance at Dover AFB

A Royal Australian 
Air Force C-17 
Globemaster III 
prepares to land 
at Dover Air Force 
Base, Del., March 13.

^Senior Airman Gabriel Coleman, 552 Air Control Networks Squadron, and Master Sgt. Christopher Bailey, Pacific 
Air Command A3/6, explain the capabilities of a deployable cyber defense weapon system, Cyberspace Vulnerability 
Assessment/Hunter, to Lt. Col. Akio Ohigashi and Capt. Shumpei Kawano from the Japan Air Self-Defense Force. 



APRIL 30, 2021 S A M U R A I  G A T E 3

is placed next to them to evaluate 
their work, Jimenez explained.
 “We have different sections in 
QA. We have fighters, back shop, 
muns’ and heavies,” Jimenez said, 
who was selected from his previ-
ous career in avionics back shop to 
work for QA.
 “Our main goal is compliance,” 
Terry added. “We know that peo-
ple make mistakes, but getting 
them back on track is the most im-
portant aspect of why we do what 
we do.”
 Building rapport and establish-
ing familiarization helps diminish 
that stress between the inspector 
and the inspected, Jimenez ex-
plained.
 As QA, the evaluators are di-
rectly in charge of updating inef-
ficient processes and making all 
aspects of the Air Force better as 
a whole. So for QA evaluators to 
personally see the improvement in 
their relationships with maintain-
ers and the work of said maintain-
ers, the experience can be very re-
warding, Terry said.
 “Part of our job is to identify 
trends, and within a few months 

of QA for a Day being implement-
ed we saw a decline in a lot of de-
ficiencies throughout the entire 
MXG,” she explained.
 QA for a Day has created a pos-
itive change in the way maintain-
ers and QA effectively and openly 
communicate amongst each other.
 “It helps with the relationship 
between the units and all of us as 
inspectors,” Terry said. “People are 
willing to learn and QA as a whole 
is ready to share as much informa-
tion as possible to ensure that we 
can accommodate the mission ef-
fectively.”
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U.S. Air Force Tech. 
Sgt. Jose Jimenez, 
a quality assurance 
evaluator with the 18th 
Maintenance Group 
QA, and U.S. Air Force 
Senior Airman Brandon 
Sida, an avionics 
journeyman with the 
18th Component 
Maintenance Squadron 
Avionics Shop, visit the 
18th CMS Propulsion 
Test Facility during QA 
for a Day at Kadena Air 
Base, March 11.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Anna Nolte) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Stephen Pulter) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Moses Taylor)

^U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Charles Piatt, 
a quality assurance evaluator with the 18th 
Maintenance Group QA, shows a maintainer 
what he looks for during an inspection at 
Kadena Air Base, March 11.

^Aki Mcswain, the lead Scheduled Air Transportation Office travel 
agent, works at her computer at Kadena Air Base, April 19. The 
Traffic Management Office assists service members in transition 
due to a permanent change of station or temporary duty. 

^Two 18th Operations Support Squadron air traffic controllers look 
onto the airfield at Kadena Air Base, March 30. The ATC personnel is 
responsible for knowing the capabilities of every aircraft they could 
come in contact with to ensure they can safely direct them.

^A U.S. Air Force weather forecaster from the 18th Operations Sup-
port Squadron, monitors weather patterns at Kadena Air Base, March 
31. Weather forecasters use the latest technology to predict weather 
patterns, prepare forecasts and communicate weather information. 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla) 

^U.S. Air Force avionics technicians from the 18th Component 
Maintenance Squadron, perform maintenance on equipment at 
Kadena Air Base, April 9. Avionics technicians keep systems such 
as the radar warning receiver, radar weapons delivery and electronic 
countermeasure fully functional. 

    U.S. Air Force 
HH-60 weapons 
team members 
from the 718th 
Aircraft Maintenance 
Squadron, perform 
maintenance on 
GAU-18s on Kadena Air 
Base, March 31. The 
718th AMXS weapons 
shop regularly 
maintains over 40 
weapons.

    Airmen from 
the 18th Civil 
Engineer Squadron 
Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal 
Flight carefully 
place unexploded 
ordnance into 
a hole before 
a demolition 
operation, April 
20, at Kadena Air 
Base. The EOD 
Flight disposes 
of UXOs by 
detonating C-4 
bricks, destroying 
everything in the 
hole. 

^

^
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By Maj. Kenneth Kunze
1st Marine Aircraft Wing
4/23/2021 - OKINAWA — The expedi-
tionary nature of the Indo-Pacific theatre 
requires a focus unique to only a few ar-
eas of the world. The Aviation Combat El-
ement fills a primary role in Expeditionary 
Advanced Base Operations and the Marine 
Wing Support Squadron is vital to the con-
duct of Aviation Ground Support while dis-
tributed across remote bases.
 This month Marine Wing Support 
Squadron 172 is conducting a Marine Corps 
Combat Readiness Evaluation that will test 
their mettle while distributed in an EABO 
environment. This MCCRE will distribute 
MWSS-172 across Okinawa to execute si-
multaneous, 24-hour operations on Marine 
Corps Air Station Futenma, Ie Shima Train-
ing Facility (ISTF), Ukibaru Island, Irisuna 
Island, and Torii Station.
 “The MCCRE training validates the 
squadron’s readiness to execute aviation 
ground support in Expeditionary Ad-
vanced Base environments and enables the 

force projection of 1st MAW units across 
the western Pacific region,” said Lt.Col. Jim 
Pryor, Commanding Officer of MWSS-172. 
“Challenging training develops the exper-
tise and confidence to Fight Now, enable the 
lethality of III MEF Aviation Combat Ele-
ments and integrate with joint and partner 
forces against a near-peer adversary in our 
area of responsibility.”
 A MCCRE is an evaluation that tests a 
unit’s ability to accomplish its mission es-
sential tasks and must be completed before 
deploying or every two years. By executing 
MCCREs and realistic training, 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing and its squadrons are able to 
provide real-world practice for its Marines 
and Sailors. These rehearsals maintain an 
ever-ready force which provides III MEF 
with a lethal ACE.
 The 2021 MWSS-172 MCCRE is com-
prised of multiple training events: M31 as-
sisted aircraft recovery training at MCAS 
Futenma, Forward Arming and Refueling 
Points at multiple locations, Mass casualty 
drills, aircraft salvage and landing zone re-

pair training.
 Along with MWSS-172, other units and 
squadrons from across III MEF will be par-
ticipating in this exercise. These units in-
clude: Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 
36, Marine Aircraft Group 36 flying squad-
rons, and 9th Engineer Support Battalion 
with 3rd Marine Logistics Group.
 Each training event demonstrates the III 
MEF/1st MAW EABO concept. EABO is 
a future naval operational concept that en-
ables naval forces to persist and operate for-
ward within range of adversary long-range 
precision fires, in order to contest, con-
trol or deny sea space. EABO supports the 
commander’s scheme of maneuver, partic-
ularly in the vicinity of close and confined 
seas where control of key maritime terrain 
supports sea control and denial operations. 
EABs are designed to host, secure, sustain, 
and maintain warriors and their weapons 
systems on a more amorphous and difficult 
to target forward-basing infrastructure.
 The MWSS-172 MCCRE will continue 
through the end of April. 

MWSS-172, 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing demonstrates 
combat readiness under 
the EABO construct

U.S. Marines with Marine Wing Support Squadron (MWSS) 
172 prepare to refuel a UH-1Y Venom helicopter assigned 
to Marine Light Helicopter Squadron (HMLA) 267 during a 
forward arming and refueling point training event as part of a 
Marine Corps combat readiness evaluation (MCCRE) held by 
MWSS-172 at the Ie Shima training facility, Okinawa, April 15.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Justin J. Marty) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Sgt. Hailey D. Clay) 



APRIL 30, 2021 S A M U R A I  G A T E 5

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Brienna Tuck) 

U.S. Marines, Japanese military 
train to fight from advance bases

^U.S. Marines with Engineer Support Company, 9th Engineer 
Support Battalion, 3d Marine Logistics Group, filter raw ocean 
water to create purified drinkable water during exercise Pacific 
Pioneer on Kin Blue training area, Okinawa, April 19. Pacific 
Pioneer serves as 9th ESB’s Marine Corps Combat Readiness 
Evaluation as well as an opportunity to demonstrate the ability 
to establish and sustain expeditionary advanced bases with 
survivable force protection, practice naval integration, and 
position long range precision fires and tactical logistics nodes 
across littoral regions in support of naval operations.

^U.S. Marine Corps La. Pabel Nolpineda, 
water support technician with Engineer Support 
Company, 9th Engineer Support Battalion, 3d 
Marine Logistics Group, fixes the pull start of a raw 
water pump during exercise Pacific Pioneer on Kin 
Blue training area, Okinawa, April 21.

^U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Miguel Reyna, motor 
transport operator with 9th Engineer Support Battalion, 3d 
Marine Logistics Group, refills a 400 gallon insulated mobile 
portable water container with purified drinking water during 
a convoy operation in support of exercise Pacific Pioneer, 
Okinawa, April 20.

A U.S. Marine with 5th 
Air Naval Gunfire Liaison 
Company, III Marine 
Expeditionary Force 
Information Group, and 
a Japanese soldier with 
Fire Support Company, 
Field Artillery Battalion, 
Amphibious Rapid 
Deployment Brigade, Japan 
Ground Self-Defense 
Force, prepares to call for 
a close air support attack 
near Okinawa, April 14. The 
bilateral training focused on 
the ability of a multi-national 
combined force to provide 
air and surface fire support 
from advanced bases within 
the Indo-Pacific region. 

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Sgt. Hailey D. Clay) 



NOTICE
Kadena Military Family Housing 
Notification
The Kadena Military Housing Office is 
experiencing a large volume of emails and 
telephone calls due to peak PCS season, virtual 
processing, and occasional internet server 
issues. Email responses are taking longer than 
anticipated, and telephone lines are tied to our 
server. Responses may take 5 to 10 business 
days or more, depending on the request. If you 
are sponsoring an inbound service member, 
please advise the member to send Advance 
Housing Application as a package. In lieu of 
School Verification Letters, you may use your 
Housing Assignment letters (on base) or Lease 
Contract (off base).
To better serve you, you may reach Kadena 
MHO Offices directly as follow: 718ces.
servicecall@us.af.mil (Maintenance)
718ces.cehc@us.af.mil (Pre-Final Inspections)
718ces.fms@us-af.mil (Government Furniture/
Appliances)
718ces.cehma.housing@us.af.mil (On-base 
Housing Counselors)
718ces.cehmf.housingreferral@us.af.mil (Off 
base Counselors)
For more information, contact Kristen Midyett 
at 634-0582.
 
Education and Training Center 
Reopening
The Education and Training Center, Bldg. 59, will 
be fully operational starting April 29. Our HVAC 
repair project has been completed, and the 2nd 
& 3rd floors are now open. Thank you very much 
for being patient with our limited service for nearly 
five weeks. UMGC, Troy, ERAU, and Education 
& Training Office staff sincerely appreciate your 
cooperation.  For more information/questions, 
e-mail kadenaeducationoffice@us.af.mil
 
Kadena Military Office Closure
The Kadena Military Family Housing office will 
be closed May 14 due to safety reasons for 

improvements in the facility. Please call 634-
0582 or email kadenahousing.customerservice@
us.af.mil if you need assistance. For emergency 
assistance, please contact 634-HOME(4663).

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the IG. 
You can file a complaint if you reasonably 
believe inappropriate conduct has occurred 
or a violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation has been committed. Complete the 
personnel data information on an AF Form 
102 and briefly outline the facts and relevant 
information related to the issue or complaint. 
List the allegations of wrongdoing briefly, in 
general terms and provide supporting narrative 
detail and documents later, when interviewed 
by an IG person. Allegations should be written 
as bullets and should answer who committed 
the violation; what violation was committed; 
what law, regulation, procedures, or policy 
was violated; when did the violation occur. 
Help is available: Call your Kadena IG office at 
634-7622 for Maj Sarabia, 634-0442 for SMSgt 
Aguilarmunoz or 634-1109 for Mr. Lovingood.

Official Presidential Photo
The 18th Wing Public Affairs office has received 
official presidential photos. We images for the 
President, Vice President and Secretary of 
Defense. For more information or to request a 
digital copy, email at naoto.anazawa.jp@us.af.
mil
 
Kids Bowl Free is Back
Go online now to sign your kids up for the Kids 
Bowl FREE program at Emery Lanes. 2 free 
games (shoes not included) every day until 
September 5, 2021 for kids 18 and under, plus 
Family Passes also available for a small fee. Go 
to www.kidsbowlfree.com then select Military 
Bowling Centers to find Emery Lanes. For more 

information, contact Michelle Brannan at 966-
7303.

AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting
Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553 
Monthly Meetings will be at 11:30 a.m. on the 
3rd Wednesday of every month at the 18th LRS 
PDF room. Come out to learn about what AFSA 
can do for you! Civilians, all enlisted & officers 
and all branches are welcome to attend. Please 
follow our Facebook page in order to stay up 
to date with meeting locations and additional 
information at “AFSA Chapter 1553 Kadena 
AB”. For more information, contact Tech. Sgt. 
Amanda Chom at 634-8140.

FAQ about Pre-Travel COVID-19 Tests
Almost all international travel requires a 
COVID test within 3 days of departure. When 
in doubt, assume that one is needed. There is 
no requirement for domestic pre-travel testing 
within Japan at this time. For more information, 
contact Tricare at 630-4026.

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency 
on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from 
an office phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via 
cell, dial 098-911-1911, or from an office phone, 
dial 911.

Public Affairs Photo Studio
The Public Affairs photo studio is open 
Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 p.m. 
Appointments are available in half-hour 
increments.　*Award, bio or package 
submission photos are scheduled on Monday 
- Wednesday.　*Full length photos are only 
available on Thursday.　Official Passport 
photos are by appointment only on Mon - Fri, 
and require a letter or voucher from your UDM 

or the passport office.　Photos are for official 
use only.　For questions or scheduling, please 
call at 634-4013 / 634-3813.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

Single Airman FREE BOWLING 
Program
Every Monday between 5:30 - 9:30 p.m., single 
airmen on unaccompanied orders of all ranks 
are invited to come to Emery Lanes and get 3 
games and shoes for free. Simply request the 
program at the Front Desk. For more information, 
contact Michelle Brannan at 966-7303.

WIC Information
The Women, Infants and Children Overseas 
program is a nutrition education and 
supplemental food program that provides 
participants with individualized nutrition and 
health screenings, breastfeeding education and 
support, referrals to other community services, 
and nutritious supplemental foods. Most food 
packages include items such as milk, cheese, 
fresh fruits and vegetables, eggs, peanut butter, 
beans, whole grain bread, and brown rice. Food 
packages will vary according to whether the 
participant is an infant, young child, pregnant or 
breastfeeding mother. The Kadena WIC Office 
has both Japanese and Spanish translators on 
staff to assist families with communication. For 
more information / to see if you are eligible for 
WIC Overseas services, contact at 098-970-
9426 or stop by your local office to complete a 
short eligibility screening.  

UPCOMING EVENTS
Cinco de Mayo 5k    
The Kadena Hispanic Heritage Association will 
be holding a Cinco de Mayo 5k, May 5 behind the 
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Risner Fitness Center at 6:30 a.m. (sign in starts 
at 6 a.m.) We would appreciate your support to 
make it a successful event. For more information, 
contact Staff Sgt. Marcela Medina at marcela.
medina@us.af.mil or call 634-3300, or Tech. Sgt. 
Johnathan Dassler at johnathan.t.dassler.mil@
mail.mil or call 645-2513.

Armed Services Blood Drive
An Armed Services Blood Drive for all SOFA 
members will be held at the Habu fitness center 
May 19 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Visit militaryblood.
dod.mil to make an appointment, appointments 
are encouraged but not required.  For more 
information, contact Airman 1st Class Gesaid 
Anderson at 630-9561.

CCAF Graduation Ceremony
The 2021 CCAF Graduation Ceremony will 
be held June 9 at the Rocker Enlisted Club 
Ballroom. The ceremony will include graduates 
from October 2020 and April 2021. Please join 
us live via the Kadena 5/6 Facebook page. For 
more information, contact Senior Master Sgt. 
Chris Carter at 634-0873.        

VOLUNTEER
Shogun CrossFit
Shogun CrossFit community is looking for 
CrossFit Level 1 or 2 certified members in 
any branch of service to help coach our 
CrossFit/Functional Fitness community. We 
are also seeking coaches with a background 
or certification in Olympic lifting. This is an 
extremely rewarding community involvement 
opportunity. For more information or interested 
in joining, send us an email at shoguncrossfit@
gmail.com

Airmen Against Drunk Driving
Airmen Against Drunk Driving will be operational 
starting April 2. They will post on their Facebook 
with more information. Check it out at Kadena AB 
A2D2, they are always looking for volunteers to 
drive military personnel and their families home 
safely during the weekends. This opportunity 
is open to all ranks of all services. If you or 
anyone you know is interested in volunteering 
with us, please sign up at www.signupgenius.
Your participation in this program will help us 
ensure the safety of service members as we 
continuously work to eliminate DUI’s on and 
off base. Please feel free to reach out via the 

Facebook page: Kadena AB A2D2, or contact 
18WG.WG.AADDKadena@us.af.mil if you have 
any questions and/or concerns.

Suicide Prevention Month committee 
needs volunteers
Suicide Prevention Month committee’s mission 
is to break the silence about suicide and mental 
illness, spread awareness, provide suicide 
prevention activities and supporting community 
initiatives. If interested, email justina.baranda@
us.af.mil and oliver.dexter@us.af.mil
 
Kadena Heritage Association is 
looking for volunteers
The Kadena Hispanic Heritage Association 
is looking for volunteers to be road guards 
for the Cinco de Mayo 5k, May 5 behind the 
Risner Fitness Center. We would appreciate 
your support to make it a successful event. For 
more information, contact Staff Sgt. Marcela 
Medina at marcela.medina@us.af.mil or call 
634-3300, or Tech. Sgt. Johnathan Dassler at 
johnathan.t.dassler.mil@mail.mil or call 645-
2513.
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