
By Airman 1st 
Class Anna Nolte
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/16/2021 - KADENA AIR 
BASE — U.S. Air Force Brig. 
Gen. Joel L. Carey relinquished 
command of the 18th Wing to 
Brig. Gen. David Eaglin during a 
change of command ceremony at 
Kadena Air Base, July 16.
 Maj. Gen. Leonard Kosinski, 
5th Air Force deputy command-
er, presided over the event as the 
18th Wing ceremoniously bid 
farewell to one leader and wel-
comed another.
 Kosinski applauded Carey for 
his leadership, vision and energy 
and presented him with the Le-
gion of Merit award.
 “You have done a phenomenal 
job leading these warriors during 
a time of history like no other,” 
Kosinski said to Carey. “After two 
years of superior leadership, you 
leave this wing stronger than ever 
and ready at a moment’s notice to 
decisively respond to any crisis or 
contingency.”
 Since he assumed command 
in July 2019, Carey was respon-
sible for aircraft and assets val-
ued at approximately $6 billion 
while he led the U.S. Air Force’s 
largest combat wing. Despite the 
challenges presented by a global 
pandemic, he continued to up-
hold Kadena’s mission of deliv-

ering decisive airpower in sup-
port of U.S. interests, the defense 
of Japan, and peace and stability 
throughout the Indo-Pacific.
 “To return to beloved Kade-
na a surprising third time, what 
a ride it’s been and the opportu-
nity of a lifetime to help lead the 
18th Wing,” Carey said. “Putty 
(Eaglin), you’re an exceptional-
ly talented leader and officer, and 
you’re absolutely ready for this. 
We’ll be cheering from afar.”
 Eaglin, a command pi-
lot with over 2,500 hours, re-
turns to Kadena after serving as 
the 7th Air Force deputy com-
mander and chief of staff of Air 
Component Command, Pacif-
ic Air Forces at Osan Air Base, 
South Korea. During his time 
at Kadena from 2009 to 2013, 
he served as an F-15C instruc-
tor pilot and operated in many 
different roles before ultimately 
assuming command of the 44th 
Fighter Squadron.
 “My family and I wouldn’t 
want to be any other place; we’ve 
had some fond memories here, 
and we’re so blessed to be back,” 
Eaglin said. “What an amaz-
ing wing: diverse Airmen, with 
an enormous mission that they 
burden day in and day out. It’s 
really impressive and we’re hap-
py to be part of a truly remark-
able team.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by 1st Lt. Joshua Thompson) 

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Johnathon Wines) 

U.S. Air Force load crew members from the 67th Aircraft Maintenance Unit, pose with the trophy during a quarterly 
weapons load competition at Kadena Air Base, July 9. The competition pitted teams from different AMUs against each 
other in a race to complete the loading of weapons onto F-15C Eagles. A load crew with the 67th Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit was named the Best Load Crew for the second quarter. 

Airmen receive 
training on 
maintenance 
procedures on a 
C-5M Super Galaxy 
aircraft at Joint 
Base Elmendorf-
Richardson, Alaska, 
July 15. The training 
included Airmen 
from JBER, Kadena 
Air Base, and Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam, Hawaii.

18th Wing gains new commander

Maintainers with the 353rd 
Special Operations Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron conduct 
post-flight inspections on an 
MC-130J Air Commando II 
during Exercise Talisman Sabre 
21 at Royal Australian Air 
Force Base Tindal, Northern 
Territory, Australia, July 19. U.S. 
special operations aircrew train 
extensively during dark hours 
to ensure they are prepared to 
respond to any contingency. 

^U.S. Air Force Maj. Gen. Leonard Kosinski, 5th Air Force deputy commander, passes the 18th Wing guidon to Brig. Gen. David Eaglin, incoming 
18th Wing commander, during a change of command ceremony at Kadena Air Base, July 16.

Kadena’s Weapons load crews 
completed for their talent

C-5M Super Galaxy training at JBER
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By 1st Lt. John Hardin 
and 1st Lt. Tess 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing
7/23/2021 - MISAWA AIR 
BASE — Marines with Marine 
Light Attack Helicopter Squadron 
(HMLA) 169 executed one of the 
longest maritime HMLA self-de-
ployment flights in 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing history during 
exercise Tiltrotor/Rotary Wing 
(TR/RW) 2107. TR/RW 2107 is a 
unilateral exercise at Misawa Air 
Base, Japan that demonstrates 1st 

MAW’s capabilities to maintain 
combat-readiness in a maritime 
environment.
 “The significance of self-de-
ploying HMLA-169 over 1,200 
miles demonstrates our ability 
to execute Distributed Maritime 
Operations under the Expedition-
ary Advanced Base Operations 
(EABO) construct,” said LtCol 
Eric Fleming, Commanding 
Officer of HMLA-169.
 TR/RW 2107 is part of the 
Aviation Training Relocation 

Program designed to integrate 
air capabilities in unfamiliar en-
vironments and further develop 
and refine tactics, techniques, and 
procedures within EABO oper-
ations. Marine Aircraft Group 
(MAG) 36, to include Marine 
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 
(VMM) 262 and HMLA-169 are 
supporting with MV-22 Ospreys, 
UH-1Y Venoms, AH-1Z Vipers 
and 300 Marines and Sailors.
 For this iteration of TR/RW, 
the squadrons are conducting a 
range of training evolutions from 
close air support (CAS) to Ground 
Threat Reaction (GTR). CAS is an 
offensive air support mission that 
integrates aviation with ground 
combat efforts; enabling swift and 
mobile firepower against enemies 
near friendly forces. GTR is 
designed to help Marines develop 
tactical maneuvering techniques.
 “This exercise is an excellent 
example of the capabilities of the 
H-1s in the Indo-Pacific. It proves 
that we can range any adversary 
in the Pacific theater and conduct 
missions such as command & 
control, close air support, deep 
air support, and aerial reconnais-
sance with expeditionary and 
distributed sustainment support,” 
said Fleming.

 EABO’s are not tied to any 
specific piece of terrain. The 
forward posture and advanced 
level of readiness means that 1st 
MAW can establish expeditionary 
advanced bases at the time and 
place of its choosing.
 1st MAW trains continuously 

in challenging and realistic 
environments and scenarios. 
The TR/RW events provide an 
opportunity for 1st MAW to 
train in different environments 
and benefit from the advanced 
training ranges and capabilities in 
mainland Japan.
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(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Benjamin Ringers)

^U.S. Air Force Forward Area Refueling Point specialists with the 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron 
participate in a FARP training exercise during Exercise Talisman Sabre 21, at Royal Australian Air Force 
Base Tindal, Australia, July 18. FARP operations with the MC-130J Air Commando II enable combat 
aircraft and ground vehicles to rapidly refuel and rearm simultaneously. FARP supports deep attack or 
special operations forces when distance covered exceeds the normal aircraft range.

Xavier Taylor, left, and Kayla Maholy, right, environmental protection assistants with Marine 
Corps Installations Pacific (MCIPAC), Marine Corps Base Camp Smedley D. Butler, distribute 
water samples on Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Futenma, July 19. MCIPAC and MCAS 
Futenma hosted visitors from the Okinawa Prefectural Government (OPG), Ginowan City, 
the Okinawa Defense Bureau (ODB) and the Ministry of Environment to observe MCIPAC 
environmental branch personnel draw perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) 
Effluent Treatment System (PETS) treated water samples. Samples were provided to the OPG 
and ODB to enable them to test the water to demonstrate the effectiveness and safety of PETS.

Staff Sgt. Gustavo Lopez, a Plane Captain assigned to the “Vipers” of 
Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron (HMLA) 169, guides an UH-1Y 
Venom as it arrives at Naval Air Facility (NAF) Misawa July 15. 

^Loadmasters with the 1st Special Operations 
Squadron participate in a Forward Area Refueling 
Point and Deployed Aircraft Ground Response 
Element training during Exercise Talisman Sabre 21, 
at Royal Australian Air Force Base Tindal, Australia, 
July 18.

   U.S. Air Force 
Airmen participate 
in Deployed Aircraft 
Ground Response 
Element Training 
during Exercise 
Talisman Sabre 21, at 
Royal Australian Air 
Force Base Tindal, 
Australia, July 18.

^A Deployed Aircraft Ground Response Element defender with the 353rd 
Special Operations Support Squadron facilitates aircraft security during 
Exercise Talisman Sabre 21, at Royal Australian Air Force Base Tindal, 
Australia, July 18. U.S. Air Force Special Operations Command employs 
DAGRE elements as small, rapidly deployable teams that provide focused force 
protection and security.

^

Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron/HMLA-169 goes the distance

Okinawa Officials visit Marine Corps Air 
Station Futemna to collect water samples

(U.S. Army photos by Pfc. Matthew Mackintosh) 

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Isaac W. Munce) 

USAF personnel conduct 
FARP and DAGRE training
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Anna Nolte) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro) 

    Airmen from 
the 18th Wing 
observe a detaining 
procedure during 
a Multi-Capable 
Airmen course 
at Kadena Air 
Base, July 14. 
The MCA course 
takes Airmen from 
various Air Force 
specialty codes 
and enables them 
to perform duties 
outside of their 
specialty code. 

^U.S. Army Spc. James Grant, Armed Services Blood 
Program medical lab technician, speaks to Airman 1st Class 
Stephen Pulter, 18th Wing public affairs apprentice, during a 
blood drive at Kadena Air Base, July 19. The ASBP provides 
quality blood products for service members, veterans and their 
families in both peace and war times. 

^Sajae Kinard, 18th Force Support Squadron 
work-life specialist, sanitizes a kitchen kit at 
Kadena Air Base, July 13. The loan locker has 
100 kitchen kits with essential household items 
in rotation for families who are waiting on their 
household goods shipment.

^Senior Airman Hector Martinez, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron 
structures journeyman, drills in a screw at Kadena Air Base, 
June 6. The 18th CES Structures section supports almost 5,000 
facilities with their carpentry, masonry, metal fabrication, painting 
and locksmithing capabilities.

^ Jin Hiya, 18th Wing Public Affairs media 
relations specialist, gets his arm swabbed in 
preparation to receive his second dose of the 
Moderna vaccine at Kadena Air Base, July 
16. The vaccination initiative has helped 1,100 
Japanese locals employed by military installations 
across Okinawa get fully vaccinated.

^Airmen from the 18th Security Forces Squadron 
participate in taser training at Kadena Air Base, July 
15. Taser exposure is mandatory for all security forces 
members to become certified in carrying a taser in order to 
fully understand how they affect the body. 

    Tech. Sgt. 
Defabian Johnson, 
18th Medical 
Support Squadron 
registered 
pharmacy 
technician, pro-
cesses unclaimed 
prescriptions 
at Kadena Air 
Base, July 8. The 
pharmacy fills 
86,000 prescrip-
tions annually.

^

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla) (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro) 

^
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NOTICE
Gate 2 Visitor Center Temporary Closure
The Gate 2 Visitor Center will be closed August 
5 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. due to a scheduled 
power outage. Gate 1 Visitor Center will remain 
open for visitor passes. For more information, 
contact Tech. Sgt. Shaun Caviness at 634-1556.

Kadena MFH Office Limited Services
Kadena Military Family Housing will have very 
limited services August 11, due to the Japanese 
holiday (Mountain Day). There will be no FMO 
pickup & deliveries. Please plan accordingly. 
We apologize for the inconvenience.  For more 
information, contact Dorothy Briggs at 634-
0582.

Women’s Equality Observation Day
Women’s Equality Observation Day events will 
be held Aug. 26 at Kadena Air Base. This day will 
mark the national celebration and awareness of 
the anniversary of the 19th Amendment giving 
women the right to vote, which has changed 
in all segments of life in this Nation. Be on the 
look-out for event flyers and registration. For 
more information, contact Master Sgt. Maya 
Guillen at 634-1310.
 
How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, you 
may seek IG assistance to determine if the 
complaint should be filed with the IG. You 
can file a complaint if you reasonably believe 
inappropriate conduct has occurred or a 
violation of law, policy, procedures, or regulation 
has been committed. Complete the personnel 
data information on an AF Form 102 and briefly 
outline the facts and relevant information related 
to the issue or complaint. List the allegations of 
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and provide 
supporting narrative detail and documents later, 
when interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should answer 
who committed the violation; what violation was 
committed; what law, regulation, procedures, 

or policy was violated; when did the violation 
occur. Help is available: Call your Kadena IG 
office at 634-7622 for Maj Sarabia, 634-0442 
for SMSgt Aguilarmunoz or 634-1109 for Mr. 
Lovingood.

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency 
Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency 
on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from 
an office phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via 
cell, dial 098-911-1911, or from an office phone, 
dial 911.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental nutrition 
program designed for pregnant, postpartum, 
and breastfeeding women, infants and 
children up to the age of 5. As a WIC Overseas 
participant, you can receive nutrition education 
in the form of individual counseling and group 
classes, breastfeeding support, supplemental 
foods such as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, eggs 
and fresh fruits and vegetables, and referrals to 
other health care agencies. For more information 
and to check financial/residential eligibility, visit 
or call the WIC Overseas office nearest you.
Kadena Air Base: (Bldg. 428) at 632-9427 or 
632-6223; off base, call: 098-938-1111, then 
632-9427/6223. / Camp Foster: (Bldg. 5717) at 
645-9419; off base, call: 098-970-9419. / Camp 
Courtney: (Bldg. 4408) at 622-9424; off base, 
call: 098-954-9424. / Camp Kinser: (Bldg. 107, 
Room 121) at 637-4899; off base, call: 098-970-
5555.

AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting
Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553 
Monthly Meetings will be at 11:30 a.m. to noon 
on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at the 
Rocker Enlisted Club. Come out to learn about 
what AFSA can do for you! Civilians, all enlisted 
& officers and all branches are welcome to 
attend. Please follow our Facebook page in 
order to stay up to date with meeting locations 
and additional information at “AFSA Chapter 
1553 Kadena AB”. For more information, 
contact Tech. Sgt. Amanda Chom at 634-8140.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Suicide Prevention Tier 2 Training
Suicide Prevention Tier 2 training is required 
for personnel in the grades of O4/E7/GS12 and 
above. All other personnel will receive their 
training at the unit level.
Date: August 3, 4, 10, 11, 24, and 25.
Time: 10 – 11 a.m. / 1 – 2 p.m.
Location: Bldg. 128, conference room.
If you have any questions, contact Mrs. Nicole 
Moss at nicole.moss.6@us.af.mil or 634-4870.

Armed Forces Blood Drive
Armed Services Blood Drive for all SOFA 
members that will be held at the Habu fitness 
center, August 5 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
USPACOM Armed services blood blank center 
offers LOA, t-shirts, 2 community service hours 
and snacks to all those who donate.  For more 
information or to schedule an appointment, 
please reach out to Airman 1st Class Kamaryn 
Sablan at 080-9854-6881 or email kamaryn.
sablan@us.af.mil

Kadena Hispanic Heritage 
Association General Meeting
Kadena Hispanic Heritage Association will be 
having our general meeting August 17 at 1 p.m. 
in Bldg 721-A in the Bruce Scott training room on 
the second floor. All branches and dependents 
are welcome to the meeting. Please do not 
forget your face masks! For more information, 
contact Staff Sgt. Marcela Medina at 634-3300.

VOLUNTEER
Kadena SNCO Kickstart Program 
Mentors Needed
Experienced SNCO’s, we need your help! We are 
building a SNCO Kickstart Mentorship Program 
and we are in need of mentors. If you are a 
seasoned SNCO and would like to be a mentor 
please email: 18WG.TOPIII.SNCOKickstart@
us.af.mil
 
Diversity and Inclusion Committee 
Needs Volunteers
The Diversity and Inclusion committee’s mission 
is to ensure we attract, recruit, develop and 
retain a high-quality and diverse Total Force 
to ensure a culture of inclusion to leverage 
the diversity of Team Kadena's community. If 
interested, please email justina.baranda@us.af.
mil or jessica.harris.7@us.af.mil 
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San Ai Ganka EYE CLINIC

Ophthalmology Surgery
· Cataracts 
· Glaucoma 
· Vitreoretinal surgery

Contact lens
Multifocal intraocular lens
Glasses prescription

1-3-28 Yamauchi, Okinawa City

Mon-Fri: 8:30-12:00 / 14:00-17:30
Sat: 8:30-13:00
Sunday/JP Holidays closed

TEL: 098-933-3322

KAB Gate 2

AEON Rycom

San Ai Ganka
EYE CLINIC
San Ai Ganka
EYE CLINIC

Kadena Air Base
Gate 5

85

Ophthalmology Surgery

English staff available: 
Tue PM / Wed AM / Fri AM
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