
By Airman 1st 
Class Anna Nolte
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/1/2021 - KADENA AIR BASE 
— After 28 dutiful years, the HH-
60G Pave Hawk with the tail num-
ber 26401 landed on the flight line 
at Kadena Air Base, one last time 
after completing its final flight on 
June 22.
 The helicopter, often referred 
to as 401, is the first of its kind to 
retire at Kadena, leaving behind a 
long history of flying humanitari-
an and combat search and rescue 
missions since its arrival to the 
33rd Rescue Squadron in 1993.
 “More than two decades of fly-
ing – between maintaining all the 
search and rescue capabilities here 
at Kadena, as well as on the penin-
sula of Korea, it’s time in Afghan-
istan, Alaska, Indonesia, the Phil-
ippines and Guam — that aircraft 
has been through all of it,” said 
Senior Master Sgt. Joshua Emer-
ick, 33rd RQS superintendent. 
“It’s been a part of every mission 
set this unit has done for over 

25 years, and it does so with few 
complaints. But it’s a tired aircraft, 
we’ve worked it hard.”
 Keeping the blades spinning 
all these years has required pre-
ventative maintenance and a lit-
tle bit of luck, explained Staff Sgt. 
Marlon Natty, a 33rd Helicopter 
Maintenance Unit crew chief. As 
the dedicated crew chief of 401 for 
the past two years, he’d likely be 
the one fixing it if anything went 
wrong on the aircraft.
 “Out here in this corrosive 
environment, a lot of things 
break down, but 401’s usually 
held together. It’s all love for my 
aircraft … mine’s pretty solid,” 
he said.
 Not all HH-60’s are creat-
ed equal, despite being the exact 
same model, Natty said. How re-
liable an aircraft is can depend on 
how replacement parts were man-
ufactured, how those parts were 
stored before use, as well as how 
often the aircraft itself was flown.
 “Even though they’re the same, 
they’re built the same, look the 

same – they all have their own 
personality,” he said. “401 barely 
had issues last year; it’s a top flier.”
 The differences between these 
aircraft may seem microscopic, 
but it’s the sum of those differenc-
es that may determine if the air-
craft is grounded or able to fly a 
mission. 
It was during a medical evacua-
tion in Afghanistan, Emerick ex-
plained, that he experienced the 
reliability of 401 firsthand in a way 
that left an impact on them both.
 Upon arrival, the helicop-
ter had a hard landing, causing 
it to slam into the ground with 
11 times the force of gravity and 
bouncing the aircrew inside with 
enough power to crack his helmet, 
he said. After assessing the dam-
age to the aircraft and the medical 
needs of the evacuee, they decided 
to fly to the clinic. It wasn’t until 
the next morning they discovered 
401 had carried them for 24 miles 
despite damage to almost every 
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(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Anna Nolte)

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Stephen Pulter) 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Mario Calabro) 

961st AACS provides command, control 
support during RED FLAG-Alaska

Members from the 
33rd Rescue Squadron 
prepare for the final flight 
of HH-60G Pave Hawk 
“401” at Kadena Air Base, 
June 22

A Walk for Unity 
was held at 
Kadena Air Base, 
on June 19th. The 
event was held 
to educate the 
community on the 
racial inequalities 
currently present in 
the United States.

U.S. Air Force pilots assigned to an E-3 Sentry Airborne Warning and Control aircraft receive a mission 
briefing before take-off at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska, June 22 in support of RED FLAG-
Alaska 21-2. RF-A 21-2 is a Pacific Air Forces-sponsored exercise designed to provide realistic training in 
a simulated combat environment. A series of commander-directed field training exercises provides joint 
offensive counter-air, interdiction, close air support, and large force employment training. 

^U.S. Air Force members exit the E-3 Sentry Airborne Warning 
and Control aircraft after a successful mission in support of RED 
FLAG-Alaska 21-2 on June 22. 

^Maj. Neal Terpstra, a pilot assigned to the 961 Airborne Air 
Control Squadron, Kadena, flies an E-3 Sentry Airborne Warning 
and Control aircraft back to Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, 
Alaska during RED FLAG-Alaska 21-2, June 22.
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By Airman 1st Class 
Cesar J. Navarro
18th Wing Public Affairs
7/1/2021 - KADENA AIR BASE — In ef-
forts to prepare and protect the Air Force’s 
most valuable resource of all — Airmen 
— survival, evasion, resistance and escape 
specialists undergo extensive training to 
make certain aircrew members are up to 
date with the latest on survival and evasion 
tactics. The tactics taught give Airmen 
skills to aid in their survival in worst-case 
scenarios.
 The SERE specialists have to be experts 
in their profession in order to teach tactics 
and procedures effectively. To accomplish 
this they must complete rigorous training at 
technical school and pass the certification 
phase that follows.
 The process for becoming a SERE spe-
cialist begins with a three-week-selection 
course, followed by a six-month technical 
school, which includes a three-week sur-
vival crash course that pilots and aircrew 
take to become operational, explained 
Tech. Sgt. Casey Carter, 18th Operations 
Support Squadron NCO in charge of SERE 
training. Once they successfully complete 
their technical school, they then go through 
a 6-12 month certification phase.
 “When you’re certifying for those 6-12 
months, you’re actually teaching aircrew 
and pilots that are coming through the 
schoolhouse and you have a trainer that’s 
evaluating you as an instructor,” Carter said. 
“Once certified, you’re on your own, and 
you get your own class of aircrew and pilots 
to take into the woods and instruct.”

 Both Tech. Sgt. Kenji Scouton, 18th 
OSS NCO in charge of SERE operations, 
and Carter now lead the refresher courses 
on Kadena, recertifying pilots and aircrew 
members on the fundamentals of survival.
 “It’s been interesting, I’ve seen some 
students I taught at the schoolhouse at 
Fairchild come through and get stationed 
out here,” Scouton said. “So I’ve had some 
guys be my students multiple times, 
whether it be in the initial course or the 
refresher courses.”
 The refresher courses taught by SERE 
specialists include many classes such as 
combat survival training, conduct after cap-
ture training, water survival training and 
emergency parachute training. The training 
sessions typically begin with a few hours of 
lecture, followed by real-life application of 
the newly obtained knowledge.
  The real-life applications vary for each 
lesson so preparation and execution can 
take hours. One of the more involved 
exercises, combat survival training, starts at 
sunset and goes until students are rescued, 
which can sometimes be as late as midnight.
 “We put students through an invasion 
and navigation scenario that culminates 
in their successful recovery at the end of 
it,” Scouton said. “With a two-man shop, 
we have to play many parts. We go from 
teaching the class to kicking off the sur-
vival scenario, then from trying to catch 
them to trying to recover them. We try to 
provide them with what could look like 
real-world information so if the real event 
does happen, so they would at least be 
familiar with the steps it would take to be 

successfully recovered.”
 Many factors make Kadena’s SERE 
team’s courses unique. Not only do they 
have to take into account the island life 
environment, but they also have to contend 
with the variety of aircraft and missions 
based out of here. This means the local 
SERE specialists have to be well versed in 
the specific gear that accompanies each 
aircraft.
 “With each one of the refresher train-
ing courses, we have to tailor training to 
particular aircraft and the equipment they 
have,” Scouton said. “Being that we have 
fighter ejection seat aircraft, heavy aircraft 
and rotary-wing aircraft, we have to carry 
a multitude of different equipment to 
make sure we are meeting the needs of 
each person.”
 During deployments, the main mission 
for SERE is personnel recovery. This entails 
working with PR assets directly, getting in 
contact with isolated personnel, guiding 

them to recovery and finally reintegrating 
the recovered personnel into their regular 
day-to-day life.
 “Reintegration takes place in three 
phases. Everyone goes through phase one. 
If they are psychologically and medically 
cleared, then they are fit to fight again.” 
Carter said. “Phase two and three go deep-
er, and require more rehabilitation and fre-
quent visits with medical and psychological 
professionals.”
 Although their schedules are usually 
packed with training and refresher courses, 
the SERE specialists find enjoyment with 
their roles on island.
 “Some may perceive it as a difficulty, 
but since we have so many different types 
of aircraft and missions on Kadena, it gives 
us a good opportunity to actually teach all 
the available refresher trainings,” Scouton 
said. “It’s really provided us with a lot of 
opportunities that you wouldn’t be able to 
get elsewhere.”
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(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Stephen Pulter) 

   Tech. Sgt. Casey Carter, 18th 
Operational Support Squadron 
NCO in charge of survival, evasion, 
resistance and escape training, 
watches as one of the new Marine 
survival instructors assembles a 
snare at the Marine Corps Jungle 
Warfare Training Center, Camp 
Gonsalvez, March 22. The Marines 
at Camp Gonsalvez reached 
out to Tech. Sgt. Scouton, 18th 
OSS NCO in charge of SERE 
operations, and Carter at Kadena 
in hopes of building a program 
that could be self-sufficient and 
educational for their Marines.

^

Master Sgt. Samuel Wilhite, the 
Forward Area Refueling Point 
program manger, from the 18th 
Logistics Readiness Squadron, rolls 
up a hose for static FARP training at 
Kadena Air Base, June 25.

Staff Sgt. John Guerrero, 
a Forward Area 
Refueling Point team 
chief, from the 18th 
Logistics Readiness 
Squadron untwists a 
hose for static FARP 
training at Kadena Air 
Base, June 25.

Staff Sgt. Andrew Lozoya, a Forward Area Refueling Point 
team member, from the 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron, 
unrolls a hose for FARP training at Kadena Air Base, June 
25. FARP enables aircraft to be quickly refueled in austere 
locations where other refueling options are not available.

Airmen from the 18th LRS conduct static 
Forward Area Refueling Point training at 
Kadena Air Base, June 25.
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structural component, including 
critical beams inside the cabin.
 “It was very nostalgic to see 
the aircraft again when I got out 
here last year and to remember … 
it kept me alive. The aircraft was 
very sturdy and very durable. It 
took quite a beating, and that was 
after months of going into com-
bat,” he said.
 After a year of repairs, 401 was 
finally back in the skies and fly-
ing the rescue missions it was 
built for. As a vital part of their 
fleet, 401 would often go any-
where the 33rd RQS was needed. 
This included humanitarian mis-
sions like Operation Tomodachi, 
where the 33rd RQS assisted di-
saster relief efforts after a devas-
tating earthquake and tsunami 
hit Japan in 2011. They conduct-
ed search and rescue missions, 
delivered essential food and wa-
ter supplies and conducted air 
sampling missions to detect radi-
ation during the operation.
 The lifespan of an aircraft is 
measured in flying hours instead 
of years before it is retired due to 
the structural stress that accumu-
lates from flying over time. Dis-
tinguished aircraft are common-
ly displayed in museums, while 
others may be salvaged for usable 
parts.
 After 401’s retirement, the Pave 
Hawk will continue to support the 
mission as a ground instruction-
al training aircraft with the 18th 
Maintenance Training Flight, pro-
viding Airmen with the oppor-
tunity to earn qualification and 
complete upgrade training.
 “Every single one of the air-
craft out here has a unique sto-

ry of its own. They are as much a 
part of our family as anyone else 
here in this building,” Emerick 
said. “Seeped deep into the met-
al, every aircraft has the blood, 
sweat and tears of those who’ve 

ridden out into combat, those 
we’ve brought home, sadly many 
that we’ve lost, but also proudly 
many that we’ve saved. That DNA 
is written into the metal of this 
aircraft.”

(U.S Air Force photo by Master Sgt. Val Gempis)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla) 

(U.S Air Force photo by Yasuo Osakabe)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Stephen Pulter) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Anna Nolte) 

   Airman Matthew Walker 
and Airman 1st Class 
Devin Betancourt, 18th 
Equipment Maintenance 
Squadron nondestructive 
inspection technicians, 
don their personal 
protective equipment 
prior to performing wheel 
penetrant inspections at 
Kadena Air Base, June 
28. Penetrant inspections 
allow technicians to 
detect surface breaking 
flaws such as cracks that 
may be invisible to the 
human eye. Penetrant is a 
very thin liquid designed 
to seep into even the 
smallest of cracks. 

   An Airman from the 18th Civil 
Engineer Group instructs a Japan Air 
Self-Defense Force member on how 
to operate machinery during a rapid 
airfield damage repair exercise at 
Kadena Air Base, June 23. The 18th 
CEG consistently conducts RADR 
training with other branches and 
allies to increase interoperability. The 
RADR process can get an airfield 
operable again in a matter of hours.

^

^
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^Airman 1st Class Emily Starcher (left), a flight engineer from the 33rd Rescue Squadron, 
Kadena Air Base, assists Sri Lankans load vegetable inside her HH-60 Pavehawk helicopter 
during Operation Unified Assistance at Dambula, Sri Lanka, on Jan, 12, 2005. More than 
18,000 U.S. military personnel are providing humanitarian assistance in Southwest Asia after 
a 9.0 magnitude earthquake on Dec. 26, 2004, triggered devastating tsunamis that killed over 
250,000 people in the region.

^Airman Tyler Gay, a dental assistant 
from the 18th Dental Squadron, checks in 
a patient during a follow-up appointment at 
Kadena Air Base, June 9. The 18th Dental 
Squadron provides comprehensive dental 
services including prevention and general 
dentistry, as well as six dental specialties. 

^Staff Sgt. Richard Bratton, 18th Civil 
Engineer Squadron Water and Fuel Systems 
Maintenance craftsman, operates a vacuum 
excavator truck on Kadena Air Base, June 
29. A WFSM technician’s duties range from 
treating water to ensure it’s safe to drink, to 
maintaining the aircraft’s fueling systems that 
keep jets in the air. 

^Tech. Sgt. Jeremy Timmermeyer, Air Force Radiation Assessment Team, land at Onahama 
port, Fukushima Prefecture by HH-60 Pave Hawk, March 28, 2011. The AFRAT provides 
commanders and other key decision-makers with risk-based recommendations to maximize 
force protection while meeting critical mission requirements in support of Operation Tomodachi.
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By Lance Cpl. Natalie 
Greenwood
3rd Marine Expeditionary Brigade
6/30/2021 - CAMP COURTNEY — 
Marines with 3rd Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade conducted an exercise that tested 
their ability to rapidly mobilize and vali-
date command and control techniques 
during a crisis scenario in the Indo-Pacific 
region, June 30.
 The exercise, known as an Alert Con-
tingency Marine Air-Ground Task Force 
Exercise (ACMEX), consisted of rapidly 
mobilizing a Forward Command Element 
which was supplemented by scalable 
follow-on forces from across III MEF in a 
simulated mission.
 The ACM drill prepared the MEB 
personnel to better understand actions 
required to move quickly to save lives, 
mitigate suffering and counter potential 
threats to the U.S. national interests. 3rd 
MEB conducted the exercise as a no-no-
tice, integrated, rapid-response event to 
demonstrate ability to respond to crisis, to 
assist in maintaining regional stability as 
required and to assure allies and partners 

of U.S. resolve. 3rd MEB is postured ad-
vantageously within the region to provide 
an agile, standing headquarters or Joint 
Task Force that can support operations 
that span the competition continuum 
from cooperation, to contingency and 
armed conflict.
 The MEB staff and augments received 
briefs and participated in command and 
control, integrated logistics, synchro-
nization of fires and effects, and battle 
rhythm working groups and discussions 
to enhance their warfighting mindset and 
preparedness. They also integrated critical 
advanced warfighting technologies and 
capabilities in order to enhance response 
command and control.
 “As III Marine Expeditionary Force’s 
“fire brigade,” 3rd MEB prepares to rapidly 
deploy anywhere in the Indo-Pacific region 
to support allies and partners,” said Lt. Col. 
Tavis McNair, fires and effects coordinator, 
3rd MEB.
 While there are many other organiza-
tions that could respond to humanitarian 
or international crises, U.S. military forces 
are called to support the U.S. Agency for 

International Development when unique 
capabilities are needed to cover a gap in 
host nation response efforts, such as avia-
tion assets or logistics expertise.
 “The U.S. military and the Marine 
Corps are postured to perform well 
within the USINDOPACOM AOR and 
have specific skill sets, such as rapidly 
responding and coordinating unique 
movement capabilities within a disaster 
response situation,” stated Maj. Alex Butta, 
3rd MEB future operations planner. “It’s 
important to be ready constantly. We are 
holding this ACM exercise to bring our 
team together and facilitate a discussion 
about the situations faced in a response, 
discuss what the ACM is all about and how 
each team member plays an intricate role 
in its employment. Crisis could come in 
multiple forms; some have indications and 
warnings, and some do not. That is why 
it is critical each team member maintain 
a constant state of readiness and level of 
resiliency.”
 “During the drill, Marines validated the 
ability to physically contact and recall as-
signed personnel. There are different levels 
to each drill, and some include the Ma-
rines rehearsing ground movements and 
embarking on an aircraft. The program is 
intended as a building block approach to 
ensure personnel are prepared to respond 
effectively, while continuously refining 
capability and capacity as we gain and lose 
teammates due to personnel turnover,” 
said Butta.
 In addition to preparing as a cohesive 
unit for deployment, the Marines also 
worked with the U.S. Army’s 5th Security 
Force Assistance Brigade during the drill, 
connecting with them virtually from 
Okinawa to their home base in Washing-
ton State. The unit provides specialized 
personnel to assist with advisory missions 
in overseas environments. The SFAB could 
deploy with the MEB depending on the 
assigned mission.

 “The SFAB is a modular force com-
prised of functional teams designed to 
strengthen strategic relationships through 
partnered training while maintaining 
a consistent presence forward in the 
Indo-Pacific,” explained U.S. Army Maj. 
William Leasure, the public affairs officer 
with 5th SFAB.
 “We must ensure that we are moving 
the right people and the right things to 
the right place for the right purpose,” said 
Butta. “The ACM is designed to be tailored 
to the situation based on a number of 
factors. Crisis action planning occurs si-
multaneously with rapidly deploying, and 
to ensure mission success we incorporate 
the most up-to-date information received 
from our FCE.”
 Many Marines with 3rd MEB expressed 
excitement about the mission of the 3rd 
MEB, and say they are ready to train and 
respond to events in the Indo-Pacific 
region.
 “There’s always a reason to support, train 
or prepare for this, because it is real,” said 
Mr. Gonzalo Vasquez, 3rd MEB mission 
assurance analyst and retired Sgt. Major, 
who briefed the team about experiences in 
crisis situations. “The call will come and at 
the end you are not just serving 3rd MEB, 
III MEF or even USINDOPACOM. You 
are serving the United States of America 
and her allies and partners in the region, 
including Japan, the Philippines, South 
Korea, Australia, and many others. What 
you do matters on the global stage.”
 3rd MEB remains a resilient, ready 
and relevant warfighting organization to 
enable joint operational success, support 
strategic power projection, and deliver 
decisive combat power across all domains 
and warfighting functions to increase the 
III MEF and Joint Force commander’s 
advantage. 3rd MEB is a “fight now” force, 
forward-deployed and forward-postured, 
always ready to rapidly deploy throughout 
the region. 

USS Tulsa departs White Beach Green Berets 
with 1st SFG 
(A) train 
marksmanship 
with Japanese 
Ground Self- 
Defense Force in 
Okinawa

Independence-class 
littoral combat ship 
USS Tulsa (LCS-16) 
pulls away from the 
pier at Commander, 
Fleet Activities 
Okinawa White Beach 
Naval Facility, June 
18. Tulsa visited White 
Beach to conduct 
interoperability 
exercises with III 
Marine Expeditionary 
Force. 

A Green Beret with 1st Battalion, 1st Special Forces Group (Airborne), 
observes combat marksmanship with members of the Japanese Ground Self-
Defense Force at a shooting range on Camp Hansen, June 2021. Following 
the range Green Berets shared some of their advanced infiltration techniques 
in a classroom setting with their Japanese partners. The Soldiers of 1st SFG 
(A) consistently train and exchange tactical knowledge with their partners 
throughout the Indo-Pacific.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Sarah Marshall) 

^U.S. Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. Cory Trott, the chemical biological, radiological, and nuclear defense chief with 3rd 
Marine Expeditionary Brigade, III Marine Expeditionary Force, gives remarks during the 3rd MEB’s Alert Contingency 
Marine Air Ground Task Force Exercise on Camp Courtney, June, 30.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David R. Krigbaum) 

 (U.S. Army courtesy photo) 

3rd MEB Marines in Okinawa complete rapid 
mobilization drill to prepare for Indo-Pacific crises
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By C. Todd Lopez
Department of Defense News
7/6/2021 - WASHINGTON — 
Nearly 68% of active duty person-
nel have been vaccinated against 
COVID-19 with at least one dose. 
But that still leaves many service 
members vulnerable to the delta 
variant of the virus, health offi-
cials at the Pentagon said.
 Due to the effectiveness 
of the Defense Department’s 
ongoing vaccination program, 
COVID-19 case counts across the 
department are dropping and in-
stallation commanders have been 
reducing local health protection 
conditions, or HPCON levels, Dr. 
Terry Adirim, the acting assistant 
secretary of defense for health af-
fairs, said during a press briefing 
at the Pentagon.

 “However, the delta variant 
poses a threat to that return to 
normal,” Adirim said. “We are 
particularly concerned with the 
impact of the delta variant on 
our unvaccinated or partial-
ly-vaccinated population, and its 
potential spread at installations 
that are located in parts of the 
country with low vaccination 
rates.”
 According to the military 
health system, the delta variant 
of the COVID-19 virus is more 
transmittable, causes more severe 
disease, and results in higher 
cases of hospitalization and death 
than any other strain of the virus.
 “The pandemic is not over, and 
we are not done with our all-out 
efforts to encourage vaccination,” 
Adirim said.

 The DOD has an active whole 
genome sequencing program 
in place to identify what strain 
of the virus is present in those 
who test positive for COVID-19, 
Adirim said.
 “We’re closely watching our 
DOD case counts, positivity rates 
and the prevalence of the delta 
variant among all the other vari-
ants of concern,” she said. “We 
anticipate that health protection 
conditions could change at some 
of our installations in the future 
based on outbreaks that result 
from the high transmutability of 
the delta variant.
 “The more virulent delta vari-
ant is spreading quickly through 
communities with lower vacci-
nation rates,” she said. “... and it is 
likely to become the predominant 
variant in the United States. The 
delta variant poses a threat to our 
service members who are not 
fully vaccinated. The best way to 
beat the delta variant is to be fully 
vaccinated.”
 Studies have shown that one 
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine is 
only about 33% effective against 
the delta variant, while two doses 
are at least 88% effective, Adirim 
said.
 “We are investing great 
effort into ensuring our service 
members and other beneficiaries 
get both doses,” she said. “So the 
bottom line is get vaccinated, they 
are safe and effective.”
 Across the entire DOD, 
including military personnel, 
family members, civilians and 

contractors, there have been 
303,000 cases of COVID-19 and 
355 deaths related to the disease.
 “Right now, there are about 
21 individuals hospitalized for 
COVID-19 in DOD facilities,” 
said Army Lt. Gen. Ronald J. 
Place, Defense Health Agency 
director.
 “This is a decline from a peak 
of 240 inpatients on January 8 of 
this year, essentially the lowest 
point we’ve had since the earliest 
days of the pandemic,” Place said.
 “If those who have not yet been 
vaccinated need further proof 

of the vaccine’s effectiveness,” 
Place said, “it’s the status of those 
currently hospitalized within the 
military’s health system. Of the 21 
COVID-positive individuals in 
DOD hospitals, none of them are 
vaccinated.
 We thank our service 
members and DOD personnel 
who have been vaccinated and 
continue to strongly encourage 
our remaining service members, 
DOD retirees, all of their fami-
lies, and DOD staff to get vacci-
nated — for themselves, for their 
families and for the community.”

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Micha Pierce) 

 (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Terry Wong) 

^U.S. Navy Hospital Corpsman Liam Morgan, left, a task force safeguard corpsman, 
administers the second COVID-19 vaccination to U.S. Marine Corps Col. David Banning, the 
commanding officer of Marine Rotational Force - Darwin, at Okinawa Naval Hospital, Camp 
Foster, Feb. 5.

Service members and civilians become U.S. 
citizens during Naturalization Ceremony

U.S. service members 
and civilians take the 
Oath of Allegiance 
during a naturalization 
ceremony on Camp 
Foster, July 1. 
Twenty eight service 
members and civilians 
from 17 different 
countries became 
U.S. citizens during 
a naturalization 
ceremony, and swore 
their allegiance to the 
U.S. and received 
a naturalization 
certificate. 

COVID-19 pandemic not over, concerns over delta variant growing



NOTICE
U.S. Forces Japan extends Japan-
wide public health emergency 
(Updated July 1, 2021)
The commander of US Forces Japan has 
extended the Public Health Emergency (PHE) 
for Japan in accordance with DoD Instruction 
(DoDI) 6200.03, “Public Health Emergency 
Management (PHEM) Within the DoD.” The PHE 
will automatically terminate on 27 September 
2021, unless it is renewed and republished or 
sooner terminated by the commander. This order 
supersedes the previous PHE declaration for 
Japan issued on 8 March 2020.
*Prohibited non-essential services and activities 
within any prefecture in Japan include bars, 
night clubs, karaoke clubs, social clubs, or any 
facility with a potential for crowds, close contact, 
or closed spaces where COVID prevention 
measures cannot be maintained.

Kadena Military Family Housing 
Office limited services
Due to the Master Labor Contract holiday July 
19, the Kadena Military Family Housing office 
will have limited services. All housing satellite 
offices will be closed. There will be no scheduled 
FMO pick-up or delivery.  For more information, 
contact Dorothy Briggs at 634-0582.

Disposition of Personal Effects, SSgt 
Ryan C. Pritt
Capt. Jeremy Cook is authorized to make 
disposition of personal effects for Staff Sgt. 
Ryan Pritt, deceased, 18th MXG/MXO, as stated 
in AFI 34-244, Disposition of Personal Property 
and Effects. Any person having claims for or 
against Staff Sgt. Ryan Pritt should contact 
Capt. Jeremy Cook at 634-5414.

TRICARE Overseas & Referral 
Management
Have you received a referral from your Primary 
Care Manager and wondering what you should 
do next? Please call the Referral Management 

Center (RMC) to update all of your contact 
information and provide any additional referral 
information required. Once RMC receives your 
referral from the PCM, care will be provided at 
either USNHO or Host Nation facility. Please be 
aware USNHO service availability is very limited. 
If your referral is with USNHO please allow 
them 3 business days to contact you to book 
your appointment. If your referral is for off-base 
specialty care it is processed through TRICARE 
ISOS. They will source a Host Nation facility and 
book the appointment.
With COVID operations, Host Nation facilities are 
more cautious in the number of people entering 
their facility. The length of time to receive an 
appointment date varies on the host nation 
facility and clinic specialty; this wait time may 
fluctuate between 2-8 weeks. TRICARE ISOS 
will communicate with beneficiaries via email to 
confirm appointments. At present, some facilities 
may require PCR testing prior to visiting the 
Host Nation facility. Kadena RMC will coordinate 
testing with your PCM team if this applies to 
you. All patients, whether visiting USNHO or 
Host Nation facilities, must wear civilian clothes 
and a mask. If you feel ill please contact RMC to 
reschedule. If you have any questions regarding 
referrals, please contact the RMC at 630-4817.
Need COVID results
Tricare Online now allows you to access your 
medical records in the privacy of your own home.
TOL Patient Portal Health Record grants access 
to Outpatient Medications, Allergies, Outpatient 
Problem Lists, Outpatient Encounters, 
Laboratory and Radiology Results, Vital Signs 
and Immunizations. TOL Patient Portal Health 
Record provides access to the last 30 years of 
personal health data. You can securely view, 
download, save, or print health records in 
portable document format (.pdf), or (.xml), print 
for yourself and your family members under 
the age of 12. Health Record data may not be 
viewed for children over the age of 12 with the 
exception of viewing COVID Lab results.
Go to TOL today and create an account using 

one of the following methods: CAC, username 
and password or your mypay information, it’s 
that simple. https://www.tricareonline.com/
TRICARE Select Overseas Retirees
If you did not set up your enrollment payments 
by January 31, 2021 you and/or your family 
have been disenrolled. You must request 
reinstatement no later than June 30, 2021 or 
else you will not be eligible again until TRICARE 
Open Season in November 2021. Without 
reinstatement, you will only be eligible to receive 
care from the military hospital or clinic, if space 
is available, and you will be responsible for all 
civilian healthcare costs. For more information 
and to request reinstatement please visit: http://
www.tricare-overseas.com/beneficiaries/plans-
and-programs/tricare-overseas-program-top-
select/tricare-select-retirees
For more information, any questions regarding 
referrals, contact the RMC at 630-4817.

Official Presidential Photo
The 18th Wing Public Affairs office has received 
official presidential photos. We images for the 
President, Vice President and Secretary of 
Defense. For request a digital copy, email at 
naoto.anazawa.jp@us.af.mil

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, you 
may seek IG assistance to determine if the 
complaint should be filed with the IG. You 
can file a complaint if you reasonably believe 
inappropriate conduct has occurred or a 
violation of law, policy, procedures, or regulation 
has been committed. Complete the personnel 
data information on an AF Form 102 and briefly 
outline the facts and relevant information related 
to the issue or complaint. List the allegations of 
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and provide 
supporting narrative detail and documents later, 
when interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should answer 
who committed the violation; what violation was 

committed; what law, regulation, procedures, or 
policy was violated; when did the violation occur. 
Help is available: Call your Kadena IG office at 
634-7622 for Maj Sarabia, 634-0442 for SMSgt 
Aguilarmunoz or 634-1109 for Mr. Lovingood.

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency on 
Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an 
office phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, 
dial 098-911-1911, or from an office phone, dial 
911.

AirMENTORSHIP
AirMENTORSHIP is a Mentoring Program made 
for airmen, by airmen. We are in need of both 
Mentees (E-1 to E-4) and Mentors (NCOs, 
SNCOs, CGOs. And Civilian employees). 
Interested members will complete and submit an 
application and each Mentee will be paired with a 
Mentor. Members are matched based on interest 
and the responses listed on the application. For 
more information and applications, call Senior 
Airman Dyana Dillard at 634-1275.

Government of Japan Quarantine 
Warning
Certain regions of Japan, including Okinawa, 
are home to serious plant pests that are not 
present in other parts of Japan. The government 
of Japan’s Plant Protection Station strives to 
eradicate these pests and prevent the movement 
of their host plants to areas the pests are not 
currently present.  DO NOT transport or mail the 
following plants and species: Sweet Potatoes 
/ Citrus Seedlings / Giant African Snail / Citrus 
Greening Disease / West Sweet Potato Weevil / 
Sweet Potato Weevil.
For more information, contact MAFF, Naha Plant 
Protection Station, Kadena Branch at 098-938-
1024 or email pps_kadena@maff.go.jp
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Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

Public Affairs Photo Studio
The Public Affairs photo studio is open Mon - Thurs 
from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 p.m. Appointments are 
available in half-hour increments.　*Award, bio 
or package submission photos are scheduled on 
Monday - Wednesday.　*Full length photos are 
only available on Thursday.　Official Passport 
photos are by appointment only on Mon - Fri, 
and require a letter or voucher from your UDM 
or the passport office.  Photos are for official use 
only. For questions or scheduling, please call at 
634-4013 / 634-3813.

AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting
Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553 
Monthly Meetings will be at 11:30 a.m. to noon 
on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at the 
Rocker Enlisted Club. Come out to learn about 
what AFSA can do for you! Civilians, all enlisted 
& officers and all branches are welcome to 
attend. Please follow our Facebook page in 
order to stay up to date with meeting locations 
and additional information at “AFSA Chapter 
1553 Kadena AB”. For more information, 
contact Tech. Sgt. Amanda Chom at 634-8140.

Single Airman FREE BOWLING 
Program
Every Monday between 5:30 - 9:30 p.m., single 
airmen on unaccompanied orders of all ranks are 
invited to come to Emery Lanes and get 3 games 

and shoes for free. Simply request the program 
at the Front Desk. For more information, contact 
Michelle Brannan at 966-7303.

UPCOMING EVENTS
18th CMS Blood Drive
The 18th Component Maintenance Squadron 
will be holding a Blood Drive July 19, at the 
Electrical and Environmental Back-shop (bldg. 
3416), from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Visit Facebook.
com/okinawablood for donation eligibility 
requirements. For more information, contact 
Tech. Sgt. Paul Bryant at 634-0864.

Kadena Hispanic Heritage 
Association General Meeting
Kadena Hispanic Heritage Association will 
be having our general meeting on July 20 at 1 
p.m. in Bldg 721-A on the second floor in the 
Bruce Scott training Room. All branches and 
dependents are welcome to attend the meeting. 
Please do not forget your face masks! For more 
information, contact Staff Sgt. Marcela Medina 
at 634-3300.

MXG Top III Kickball Tournament
The MXG Top III is hosting a Kickball 
Tournament July 24. The event starts at 9:30 
a.m. at the Risner Softball Field (four diamonds). 
Come help fundraise money to support our 
MXG Personnel. The tournament is welcome to 
all personnel with access to Kadena Air Base 
(military or civilian) to make up a team of 8 - 20 
people.  For more information or if you would 
like to participate, email Staff Sgt. Jaire Rose at 
jaire.rose@us.af.mil or call 634-0785.

Resilience Training Assistant Course
The Resilience Training program will develop 
individual’s knowledge of the science-based, 
positive psychology resilience skillsets, and 
facilitation skills while assisting MRT’s with 
training and events. The training will take place 
July 22, 23 & 26 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., at Bldg. 
128. You will be required to attend all three days 
of training. For more information or if interested, 
email justina.baranda@us.af.mil

VOLUNTEER
Shogun CrossFit
Shogun CrossFit community is looking for 
CrossFit Level 1 or 2 certified members in 
any branch of service to help coach our 
CrossFit/Functional Fitness community. We 
are also seeking coaches with a background 
or certification in Olympic lifting. This is an 
extremely rewarding community involvement 
opportunity. For more information or interested 
in joining, send us an email at shoguncrossfit@
gmail.com

JULY 9, 2021 S A M U R A I  G A T E 7



JULY 9, 20218 S A M U R A I  G A T E


