
By Airman 1st Class 
Yosselin Perla
18th Wing Public Affairs
8/5/2021 - KADENA AIR BASE 
— What was supposed to be just 
another fishing trip out on the 
beautiful Okinawan sea, unex-
pectedly turned into a life-sav-
ing day for two Kadena Air Base 
members. 
 Recently, Staff Sgt. Kyle Kem-
ble, an asset evaluator, and GS-11 
employee Brandon Yoneda, an air 
terminal operations duty officer, 
both members of the 733rd Air 
Mobility Squadron, saved four 
Japanese locals who found them-
selves in danger after their kay-

ak flipped over half a mile off the 
coast of Cape Zanpa on June 13. 
 “We left Kadena Marina to go 
fishing around seven o’clock in 
the morning and headed towards 
Cape Zanpa,” explained Yoneda. 
“Once we were around Cape Zan-
pa, Kemble saw something float-
ing in the water, so I drove the 
boat that way and as we got closer 
we realized there were people in 
the water. They were all holding 
onto each other with a little cool-
er in the middle and only two of 
them were wearing life jackets.”
 Once Kemble and Yoneda re-
alized the severity of the situa-
tion, their instincts kicked in to 

help the stranded kayakers. 
 “I called Kadena Marina to re-
quest for help and to report that 
we had found four people in the 
water,” Yoneda said. “Meanwhile, 
Kemble hoisted them over the 
side of the boat.”
 Shortly after calling Kadena 
Marina, Japanese search and res-
cue personnel escorted the group 
to Toya Port where there was a 
large group of people waiting for 
them. 
 “As soon as we brought them 
on shore there was a fire truck, 
ambulance and a large crowd of 

By Pacific Air Forces 
Public Affairs 
8/4/2021 - JOINT BASE 
PEARL HARBOR-HICKAM, 
Hawaii — RED FLAG-Alaska 
21-3 (RF-A 21-3), a Pacific Air 
Forces-sponsored exercise de-
signed to provide realistic train-
ing in a simulated combat en-
vironment, with primary flight 
operations over the Joint Pa-
cific Alaska Range Complex, is 
scheduled to run from August 
12-27.
 Approximately 1,800 ser-
vice members are expected to 
fly, maintain and support more 
than 80 aircraft from more than 
20 units during this iteration 
of the exercise. In addition to 
the U.S., service members from 
the Royal Australian Air Force 

(RAAF) are scheduled to partic-
ipate, enabling the exchange of 
tactics, techniques and proce-
dures while improving interop-
erability with fellow airmen.
 The majority of aircraft will 
be based at, and fly from, Ei-
elson Air Force Base and Joint 
Base Elmendorf-Richardson, 
Alaska. RF-A 21-3 will be the 
first iteration of the exercise to 
feature F-35s from the RAAF, 
along with fifth-generation air-
craft from the U.S.
 RED FLAG-Alaska exercis-
es provide unique opportuni-
ties to integrate various forces 
in a realistic threat environment 
and dates back to 1975 when it 
was held at Clark Air Base in the 
Philippines and called exercise 
COPE THUNDER.

By Jim Garamone
DOD News
8/10/2021 - WASHINGTON — 
By mid-September, Secretary of 
Defense Lloyd J. Austin III will re-
quest a waiver from President Joe 
Biden to make the COVID-19 
vaccine mandatory for service 
members, Pentagon Press Secre-
tary John F. Kirby said Aug. 9.
 Austin released a message to 
the troops saying that after con-
sultations with senior civilian and 
military officials, making vaccina-
tions mandatory is the best way 
forward. More than 73 percent 
of active-duty personnel have re-
ceived at least one shot of the vac-
cines to date.
 President Biden replied almost 

immediately.
 “I strongly support Secretary 
Austin’s message to the force to-
day on the Department of De-
fense’s plan to add the COVID-19 
vaccine to the list of required vac-
cinations for our service members 
not later than mid-September,” 
Biden said in a message released 
by the White House. “Secretary 
Austin and I share an unshakable 
commitment to making sure our 
troops have every tool they need 
to do their jobs as safely as possi-
ble. These vaccines will save lives. 
Period. They are safe. They are ef-
fective. Over 350 million shots 
have been given in the United 
States alone. Being vaccinated will 
enable our service members to 

stay healthy, to better protect their 
families, and to ensure that our 
force is ready to operate anywhere 
in the world.”
 The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration is expected to give full ap-
proval to the vaccines, possibly 
by the end of the month, Kirby 
said. If that happens, Austin will 
immediately add the vaccines to 
the mandatory military list, Kirby 
said.
 The services have time to plan 
how they will implement the pro-
gram, and they have been work-
ing on how they will vaccinate 
the rest of the active and reserve 
component. Kirby said there is no 
shortage of vaccine and the de-
partment does not think this will 

be a limiting factor. 
 A full third of Austin’s message 
to the force urged service mem-
bers not to wait: To get the vaccine 
right away.
 “You can consider this memo, 
not just a warning order to the 
services, but to the troops them-
selves,” Kirby said. “We certain-
ly hope that they will take advan-
tage of the opportunity to get the 
vaccines now that are available 
now to them on a voluntary basis. 
That’s obviously the potential ef-
fect that we’d like to see achieved 
as a result of the secretary’s mes-
sage. But if they don’t, eventually 
we’re going to get to a mandatory 
sort of regimen and we’ll take care 
of it then.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla)

(DoD photo by EJ Hersom)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Anna Nolte) 

   A Department 
of Health and 
Human Services 
employee holds a 
COVID-19 vaccine 
record card in 
Washington, Nov. 
13, 2020.

RED FLAG-Alaska 21-3 
kicking off with US, 
Australian air forces

SECDEF requests mandatory 
COVID-19 vaccinations for military

^GS-11 employee Brandon Yoneda, air terminal operations duty officer, and Staff Sgt. Kyle Kemble, asset evaluator, both with the 733rd Air Mobility 
Squadron, pose for a photo at Kadena Air Base, Aug. 5.

Airmen from the 67th Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit marshall F-15C 
Eagles as they depart from Kadena 
Air Base in support of exercise Red 
Flag-Alaska, July 29.
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By Tech. Sgt. Anthony 
Nelson Jr. 
15th Wing
8/5/2021 - JOINT BASE PEARL HAR-
BOR-HICKAM, Hawaii — Education, 
collaboration, and connection brought 
together seven innovation units from 
around the Pacific for the first-ever PA-
CAF Innovation Conference with the aim 
of driving the Air Force into the future. 
 Innovation units, or Spark Cells, 
provide Airmen the opportunity and the 
resources to solve problems with their 
own ideas and have the possibility to take 
their ideas Air Force-wide.  
 “This is a grassroots conference,” said 
Maj. Nicholas Votipka, 15th Wing chief 
of innovation. “An event like this allows 
for the seven Spark Cells around the Pa-
cific to receive education, collaborate, and 
connect with other Spark Cells to more 

effectively deliver innovative ideas and 
solutions to wing commanders.”
 Spark leverages the ingenuity of Air 
Force intrapreneurs at the base level and 
non-traditional partners to create unique 
opportunities for the military’s opera-
tional experts to collaborate with the top 
problem solvers in industry, academia, 
and the government.
 “You need an organization like spark 
cells that can see and work to solve an 
organizational problem from within,” 
said Brig. Gen. Michael Winkler, PACAF 
director of strategic plans, requirements, 
and programs. “These cells can take good 
ideas from a customer and help bring 
them to fruition.” 
 The conference not only connected 
cells from around the Pacific, but also 
featured leaders within the innovation 
industry and allowed members to try a 

virtual-reality sim-
ulation program. 
 As the confer-
ence concluded, 
Spark Cell mem-
bers received tools 
to better assist their 
teams in developing 
actionable items 
for problems that 
impact Airmen.
 “When we talk 
about innovation 
we often think 
about big projects 
and spending mon-
ey,” said Lt. Col. 
Daniel Watson, 
15th Healthcare Operations Squadron 
commander. “Innovation happens when 
we’re not afraid to fail forward.’

 ‘Inspire, empower, give clear intent, 
and getting out of the way, allows our 
Airmen to innovate more freely.”

By 1st Lt. Jonathan 
Carkhuff 
U.S. Army Pacific Public 
Affairs Office
8/4/2021 - Townsville, QLD, 
AUSTRALIA — The edge of the 
B-52H Stratofortress’s wing flexes 
upward toward the horizon as the 
behemoth banks westward over 
the vast expanse of the Pacific 

Ocean.
 The B-52, which has been the 
foundation of the U.S. Air Force 
Global Strike bomber triad for 
more than 60 years, launched 
before dawn from Andersen AFB, 
Guam, and flew several thousand 
miles, and most of the day, to 
complete its mission - conducting 
bombing runs on a variety of 

targets, acquired and guided by 
U.S. and allied forces.
 Their mission accomplished, 
the crew of five was relieved, yet 
fatigued, after hours of intense 
focus in the cockpit, on the navi-
gator’s panel and in the electronic 
warfare officer’s seat.
 While departing from the 
target area after their final bomb 
run, a sleek, light-grey jet joined 
up just few feet from the tip of 
the starboard wing; a distinctive 
kangaroo roundel visible below 
the front cockpit of the F/A-18F 
Super Hornet.
 “Flying together with our 
RAAF allies sends a clear message 
that we can and will fight as a 
team,” said U.S. Air Force Lt. 
Col. Roy Lohse, Bomber Liaison 
Officer at RAAF Base Amberley.
 The mission of the U.S. Bomb-
er Task Force is multifaceted, but, 
as part of their BTF deployment, 
the crews from the 5th Bomb 
Wing at Minot AFB, North Dako-
ta, flew their aircraft non-stop to 
Andersen AFB, Guam.
 Once in Guam, the aircrews 
familiarize themselves with air 
bases and operations in dif-
ferent Geographic Combatant 
Commands, ensuring they are 
prepared to respond to any con-
tingency or challenge across the 
globe.
 In recent weeks, the aircrews 
from the 69th Expeditionary 

Bomb Squadron staged in support 
of Exercise Talisman Sabre 2021.
 “TS21 offers a unique oppor-
tunity for our strategic bomber 
force to prepare for the challenges 
of power projection across the 
vast distances of the INDOPA-
COM area of responsibility,” said 
Lohse.
 TS21 is a large-scale, bilateral 
military exercise taking place 
from 18-31 July 2021, between 
Australia and the U.S. It involves 
approximately 17,000 participants 
from seven nations.
 “Exercise Talisman Sabre 
2021 provides Pacific Air Forces 
personnel and assets a realistic 
training environment where we 
can build trust and interopera-
bility with our allies from across 
the Indo-Pacific region,” said U.S. 
Air Force Col. Barley Baldwin, 
13th Air Expeditionary Group 
commander. “These relationships 
are vital for insuring a free and 
open Indo-Pacific, and it is great 
to come back and see so many of 
our hosts, our tremendous Aussie 
friends, that I’ve worked with over 
the years. The enduring relation-
ships, mateship, and trust make 
building our interoperability 
much easier.”
 The B-52H Stratofortress was 
just one aircraft in the dissimilar 
formation. Accompanying the 
185,000 pound bomber from the 
69th EBS was a Royal Australian 

Air Force EA-18G Growler from 
No.6 Squadron (SQN), a No.1 
SQN F/A-18F Super Hornet, and 
a F-35A Lightning II aircraft from 
No.3 SQN.
 Even with the complexities of 
flying a variety of different aircraft 
just feet apart, combined training 
over months and years and the 
resulting high levels of interoper-
ability made the intricacies of the 
maneuver second nature to the 
pilots.
 On top of physically training 
together in a shared environment, 
TS21 advances the Indo-Pacific 
Pathway’s initiative to promote a 
free and open Indo-Pacific and 
supports the shared value system 
of U.S. allies in the region.
 The training provided to the 
U.S. Air Force as well as the joint 
and combined military forces 
from Australia, Japan, Canada, 
the Republic of Korea, the U.K. 
and New Zealand, allows for 
seamless integration in wartime 
and supports the U.S. National 
Defense Strategy by enhancing 
abilities to protect the homeland 
and addressing the full range of 
potential security concerns in the 
Indo-Pacific.
 “TS21 showcases our ability 
to deliver capable, combat-ready, 
lethal airpower on short notice to 
any corner of the world alongside 
our tremendously capable part-
ners and allies,” said Baldwin.
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(Photo by Sgt. Andrew Eddie)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Anthony Nelson Jr.)

Spark Cell intrapreneurs from across the 
Pacific Air Forces participate in a virtual-reality 
simulation demonstration during the first-ever 
PACAF Innovation Conference at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, July 28.

Royal Australian Air Force 
aircraft No.6 Squadron 
(SQN) EA-18G Growler, a 
No.1 SQN F/A-18F Super 
Hornet and from No.3 
SQN, a F-35A Lightning 
aircraft, fly alongside a 
United States Air Force 
B-52 Stratofortress 
aircraft from the 23rd 
Expeditionary Bomb 
Squadron based at Guam, 
during Exercise Talisman 
Sabre 2021, July 26.
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people just looking at us,” Yoneda 
said. “It was kind of crazy because 
I didn’t realize it was that big of a 
thing.”
 Despite not being able to com-
municate much with the kayak-
ers due to the language barrier and 
shocked state they found them in, 
Yoneda and Kemble made sure 
they were in good health.
 “Once we got done with being 
interviewed, I asked the police offi-
cers and rescue workers if the kay-
akers were alright and they were,” 
said Kemble. “The rescue workers 
told us that the kayakers had been out in 
the water for 30 minutes before we got 
there, so they were definitely exhausted 
by the time we helped them.”
 Yoneda also offered words of advice 
for members who want to go out and 
enjoy water activities in Okinawa. 
 “People should always check the sea 
conditions and be aware of their sur-
roundings because the water conditions 
can change quickly — one moment the 

water can be flat and then the next it can 
be really choppy,” he said. 
 Reflecting back on the events of the 
day, both Yoneda and Kemble were 
grateful that they were able to save the 
kayaker’s lives. 
 “I feel thankful we found them,” 
Kemble said. “It could have been a lot 
worse, but we just happened to be at the 
right place at the right time and every-
thing went well.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Stephen Pulter)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla) 

U.S. Marine Corps Staff Sgt. Jacob 
Hanson, Headquarters Company 
Gunnery Sergeant with Combat 
Logistics Regiment 37, 3d Marine 
Logistics Group, donates blood 
during a COVID antibody research 
study conducted by U.S. Naval 
Medical Research Unit-2 on Camp 
Kinser, Aug. 9. The study was 
conducted amongst active duty 
Navy and Marine Corps personnel 
to investigate the percentage of 
Marines and Sailors previously 
infected with SARS-CoV-2, the virus 
that causes COVID-19. The purpose 
of the study is to understand how 
widespread COVID-19 infections are 
throughout the United States and 
Indo-Pacific Command. 

   Reiki Hokama, an 18th Civil 
Engineer Squadron Fire and 
Emergency Services Flight 
firefighter, and Airman 1st Class 
Kalle Cooper, an 18th Civil 
Engineer Squadron Fire and 
Emergency Services Flight 
firefighter, apply a cervical collar 
on a simulated patient during a 
training exercise at Kadena Air 
Base, July 29. C-collars are used 
when neck or spine injuries are 
suspected. C-collars stabilize the 
patient’s head and neck while 
they’re being transported to avoid 
further damage.

^Members from team two of the H4X Basic Course discuss 
ways to centralize access to training material and certifications 
at the Innovations Lab at Kadena Air Base, July 15. The 
Innovations Lab hosted an H4X Basic Course for Airmen to 
come and discuss ways to help build a smarter Air force.

    Capt. Veronica Arnold, right, 18th Operations Support 
Squadron weather flight commander, discusses data 
findings with Tech. Sgt. Cassandra Lane, left, 18th OSS 
weather craftsman, at Kadena Air Base, July 27. With 
weather impacting nearly every aspect of base operations, 
the weather flight is responsible for briefing five-day 
weather outlooks to the 18th Wing’s leadership. This 
information ensures Kadena continues functioning as a 
world-class strategic forward base. 

^Airman 1st Class Zachery Lockwood and Airman 
1st Class Nathaniel Hayashida, both 18th Component 
Maintenance Squadron electrical and environmental 
apprentices, purge a liquid oxygen cart with hot air at Kadena 
Air Base, July 28. Purging liquid oxygen tanks with hot air 
ensures any residual liquid oxygen is completely removed 
prior to the tanks being refilled. 

(Courtesy photo by U.S. Air Force GS-11 employee Brandon Yoneda)

^

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Stephen Pulter)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Anna Nolte) (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Sebastian Aponte) 

^

Two Japanese search and 
rescue members ride a jet 
ski half a mile off the coast 
of Cape Zanpa, June 13.
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By Lance Cpl. 
Stephanie 
Varela
III Marine Expedi-
tionary Force
8/10/2021 - OKINA-
WA — III Marine Ex-
peditionary Force and 
its major subordinate 
commands hosted a 
week long Emergency 
Vehicle Course on 
Camp Foster for 
Marines from different 
Motor Technician 
units to become Road Masters.
 The course began with a check-in which 
included a basic introduction to the class, 
a course schedule, vehicle familiarization, 
and homework.
 “The course is being held to certify as 
many Marines as possible…so they can op-
erate these [emergency] vehicles,” said Staff 
Sgt. McBrandon Martin, a Road Master 
with 3rd Marine Logistic Group and one 
of the instructors for the course. “We want 
them to move in a legal manner, as well as a 
safe manner.”
 The students reviewed different emer-
gency vehicle accidents and discussed ways 
those accidents could have been avoided 
on the second day of the course. Students 
discussed these accidents so they can rec-
ognize avoidable accidents. Students also 
contributed solutions for each example.
 After classroom lessons on Tuesday, and 
Wednesday, the students conducted ride-
alongs with the instructors in order to get 
hands on training. 
 On Tuesday afternoon, the students 
went to various Instillations on southern 
Okinawa. On Wednesday the students 
joined a different group of Road Masters at 

Camp Hansen and Camp Schwab.
 Martin explained that the ride-alongs 
gave the students the opportunity to see 
firsthand what they will be required to do as 
Road Masters. The ride-alongs included pa-
trolling various Marine Corps installations 
such as Camp Kinser, Camp Hansen, and 
Camp Schwab; and conducting random 
safety checks on government and tactical 
vehicles.
 On Thursday, the final in-class day, the 
students took a written test in which they 
had to score a 70% or higher to pass. Those 
who passed proceeded to the driving range 
for the final part of the course.
 The driving test is the culminating event 
of the course. During this test, the Marines 
drove in and out of a serpentine cone course. 
After the serpentine portion, the students 
conducted the speed portion of the test. 
 The Marines drove through a small 
course at high speed, going through turns 
similar to what they may see in real life. 
 “Knowing what Road Masters do helps 
mitigate some of the trends that we see 
throughout the island,” said Martin. “When 
these Marines leave here, they will be able to 
take some of these skills with them.”

^U.S. Marines conduct driving tests during an Emergency Vehicle Course on 
Camp Foster, July 30.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Stephanie Varela) 
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By Lance Cpl. Alex Fairchild
Marine Corps Installations Pacific
7/30/2021 - SEA GLASS BEACH — With 
the relentless Okinawan sun rising on the 
morning of July 30, over 100 Marines with 
3rd Amphibious Assault Battalion, 1st 
Marine Division, I Marine Expeditionary 
Force, gathered together with one goal in 
mind: to make the beaches of Okinawa 
spotless.
 At 7:00 a.m., the Marines did just that. 
Splitting up into five different groups, they 
maneuvered to beaches neighboring Camp 
Schwab including Meinohama Beach, Sea 

Glass Beach, Sand Dollar Beach, and the 
Futami coastline.
 “We are guests in this country, our host 
nation, and it is our job to keep it clean,” 
said 2nd Lt. Ethan Jones, the amphibious 
assault vehicle platoon commander with 
3rd Amphibious Assault Battalion, 1st 
Marine Division, I MEF. “And we had fun 
doing it. It was peaceful to participate yet 
powerful to see how much of a difference 
we made at the end of the day.”
 Throughout the morning, armed with 
gloves and trash bags, the Marines walked 
up and down each beach, missing no piece 

of litter along the way. The bags quickly 
filled up as the day went on.
 “I have always had a passion for cleaning 
up oceans and beaches,” said Lance Cpl. 
Wesley Watson, an amphibious assault 
crewman with 3rd Amphibious Assault 
Battalion, 1st Marine Division, I MEF. “I 
always get a sense of responsibility when I 
see any, because trash simply doesn’t belong 
anywhere near the ocean or beach.”
 Wesley, a native of Ozark, Missouri, 
explained that the cleanup was additionally 
a great opportunity to bring the unit closer 
together outside of training. He said that 
camaraderie grew higher and higher with 
each trash bag filled.
 As the cleanup reached its end, the ser-
vice members turned their attention to the 
roads leading up to the beaches that were in 
need of repair. Using any tools available to 
them, they quickly filled up sandbags and 
used them to patch up the damaged roads.
 “Today was special because it was not 
just a beach cleanup,” said Jones, a native 
of Nokesville, Virginia. “Getting to repair 
some of the roads was a great experience as 
well. All of us could see the difference we 
were making.”
 Upon returning to Camp Schwab, the 
Marines returned with a sense of accom-
plishment and separated the trash accord-
ingly so it could be disposed of properly. 

By C. Todd Lopez
DOD NEWS
8/5/2021 - WASHINGTON — There’s a 
variety of concerns that keep Indo-Pacom 
on its toes — many centered around the 
activities of China, which quite often don’t 
match up with the words that come out of 
Beijing, its commander said.
 “We certainly view with concern many 
of the actions that we’ve seen from Beijing,” 
Navy Adm. John C. Aquilino said during 
a presentation today at the Aspen Security 
Forum in Colorado. “I think what I view 
with most concern are certainly not the 
words, but the actions that we’ve seen.”
 China’s actions in Hong Kong, for 
instance, reneging on promises of auton-
omy guaranteed there under agreement in 
1997 with the British government, are of 
concern, Aquilino said.
 “Those actions were completely dis-
connected from the words from Beijing 
to adhere to the agreement that was in 
place,” he said. “We see similar actions if 
you were to look at the border of India — 
we view that with concern. If you look at 
the actions associated with the Uyghurs 
in Xinjiang, and the violations of what we 

believe — the dignity and respect and hu-
man rights — that we view those actions 
with concern.”
 Also of concern for Indo-Pacom are 
China’s claims on the South China Sea 
— which Aquilino said interfere with the 
wellbeing and prosperity of all nations in 
the region.
 “We view with concern [China’s] 
unlawful claim to the entire South China 
Sea — directly and negatively impacting 
all of the countries in the region, from 
their livelihood, whether it be with fishing 
or access to natural resources,” Aquilino 
said. “Those are the things that lead me 
to believe that our execution of integrated 
deterrence has to occur now, and with a 
sense of urgency.”
 Ten nations border the South China 
Sea, and many more nations depend on it 
for trade with all of those countries, Aqui-
lino said. The prosperity of all depends on 
continued free access to the waters there.
 Roughly a third of liquid natural gas 
and a quarter of all global trade flows 
through the South China Sea, Aquilino 
said. Bordering nations also rely on the 
sea for resources as well, such as fishing.

 “It’s critically important for all nations,” 
he said. “The unlawful claim to the entire 
South China Sea threatens all of that. 
When we talk about the South China Sea, 
understanding the importance is critical.”
 The U.S., in part through Indo-Pacom, 
works with allies and partners in the 
region to reduce tensions there, he said.
 “We spend a lot of time with our allies 
and partners to ensure that the interna-
tional rules-based order is maintained 
and unlawful claims don’t go without 
challenge,” he said. “But the Chinese 
just recently unilaterally renamed 80 
geographic features in the area, with an 
inherent claim that goes with. That’s just 
counter to what all of the nations in the 
region would expect, believe, and what 
they need to maintain their prosperity.”
 The U.S. has been operating in the 
Pacific for more than 80 years now, 
said Aquilino, and will continue to do 
so, including in order to maintain the 
agreed-upon international rules-based 
orders that the U.S. and all pacific nations 
depend on to ensure prosperity.
 “This attempt to restate what a revi-
sionist history view of claims is just count-
er to everything that those nations with 
common values believe,” he said. “We will 
operate here to ensure that freedom of 
navigation for all is maintained, and that 
we will preserve the stability and peace in 
the [region’s] shared prosperity.”

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Alex Fairchild) 

Over 100 Marines gather to clean Okinawa’s beaches
U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Dylan 
Shephard, an amphibious assault 
vehicle driver with 3rd Amphibious 
Assault Battalion, 1st Marine Division, 
I Marine Expeditionary Force, gathers 
trash during a beach cleanup on Sea 
Glass Beach, July 30.



NOTICE
Women’s Equality Observation Day
Women’s Equality Observation Day events will 
be held Aug. 26 at Kadena Air Base. This day will 
mark the national celebration and awareness of 
the anniversary of the 19th Amendment giving 
women the right to vote, which has changed 
in all segments of life in this Nation. Be on the 
look-out for event flyers and registration. For 
more information, contact Master Sgt. Maya 
Guillen at 634-1310.

Sports Physicals
Extra sports physical appointments have been 
added from 11 – 23 Aug to meet increased 
demand. You do not need to schedule your 
sports physical if you have been seen for a 
wellness check in the last 12 months. To make 
an appointment please call the Kadena Medical 
Clinic at DSN: 315-630-4817 or 098-960-4817.

Kadena Military Family Housing 
Notification
Due to peak PCS season and multiple internet 
connectivity issues. Kadena Military Housing 
Office is experiencing a large volume of emails 
and telephone calls. Email responses are taking 
longer than anticipated, and telephone lines 
are tied to our server. Responses may take 5 
to 10 business days or more, depending on the 
request.
To better serve you, you may reach Kadena 
MHO Offices directly as follow:
718ces.servicecall@us.af.mil (Maintenance)
718ces.fms@us-af.mil (Government Furniture/
Appliances)
718ces.cehma.housing@us.af.mil (On-base 
Housing Counselors)
718ces.cehmf.housingreferral@us.af.mil (Off 
base Counselors)
To Schedule Pre and Final inspections for On-
base housing email: 718ces.cehc@us.af.mil   
Please provide: (1) Orders (2) TMO form 
DD1299 and (3) Projected Flight Date for Final 
Inspection
**Subject Line: Name/Home Address/Departure 

Date
For more information, contact Dorothy Briggs at 
634-0582.
 
Main Fuel Service Station Degraded 
Operation Hours
Main Military Fuel Service Station (across from 
Navy Gateway Inn) degraded operation hours. 
New hours from 7 - 10 a.m. and 3 - 7 p.m. until 
further notice. Diesel available 24/7 at North 
Side Military Fuel Service Station bldg. 3572. 
For more information or emergencies, contact 
the fuels service center at 634-3773.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, you 
may seek IG assistance to determine if the 
complaint should be filed with the IG. You 
can file a complaint if you reasonably believe 
inappropriate conduct has occurred or a 
violation of law, policy, procedures, or regulation 
has been committed. Complete the personnel 
data information on an AF Form 102 and briefly 
outline the facts and relevant information related 
to the issue or complaint. List the allegations of 
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and provide 
supporting narrative detail and documents later, 
when interviewed by an IG person. Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should answer 
who committed the violation; what violation was 
committed; what law, regulation, procedures, 
or policy was violated; when did the violation 
occur. Help is available: Call your Kadena IG 
office at 634-7622 for Maj Sarabia, 634-0442 
for SMSgt Aguilarmunoz or 634-1109 for Mr. 
Lovingood.

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency 
Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency 
on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from 
an office phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via 

cell, dial 098-911-1911, or from an office phone, 
dial 911.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

Finance Customer Service Hours
Finance Customer Service Office hours: Walk-
ins: Mon - Fri from 8 a.m. - noon. / Appointment: 
Mon – Thu from noon to 2 p.m. / Fri from noon 
to 3 p.m.  Cashier’s Cage: Mon & Wed from 8 
a.m. – noon.  For inquiries, contact us at 632-
3609 or via Comptroller Services Portal (CSP) at 
the link above. You can make an appointment 
by using the link :  Kadena18CPTS.setmore.com 
(non-CAC enable).
 
FAQ About Pre-Travel COVID-19 Tests
Almost all international travel requires a 
COVID test within 3 days of departure. When 
in doubt, assume that one is needed. There is 
no requirement for domestic pre-travel testing 
within Japan at this time.  For more information, 
contact COVID care hotline at 098-971-9691.

Public Affairs Photo Studio
The Public Affairs photo studio is open 
Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  
Appointments are available in half-hour 
increments. *Award, bio or package submission 
photos are scheduled on Monday - Wednesday. 
*Full-length photos are only available on 
Thursday.  Official Passport photos are by 
appointment only on Monday - Friday, and 
require a letter or voucher from your UDM or the 
passport office.  Photos are for official use only. 
For more questions or scheduling, please call at 
634-4013 / 634-3813.

AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting
Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553 
Monthly Meetings will be at 11:30 a.m. to noon 

on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at the 
Rocker Enlisted Club. Come out to learn about 
what AFSA can do for you! Civilians, all enlisted 
& officers and all branches are welcome to 
attend. Please follow our Facebook page in 
order to stay up to date with meeting locations 
and additional information at “AFSA Chapter 
1553 Kadena AB”. For more information, 
contact Tech. Sgt. Amanda Chom at 634-8140.

AirMENTORSHIP
AirMENTORSHIP is a Mentoring Program made 
for airmen, by airmen. We are in need of both 
Mentees (E-1 to E-4) and Mentors (NCOs, 
SNCOs, CGOs. And Civilian employees). 
Interested members will complete and submit 
an application and each Mentee will be 
paired with a Mentor. Members are matched 
based on interest and the responses listed 
on the application. For more information and 
applications, call Senior Airman Dyana Dillard 
at 634-1275.

WIC Overseas Program
WIC Overseas is a supplemental nutrition 
program designed for pregnant, postpartum, 
and breastfeeding women, infants and 
children up to the age of 5. As a WIC Overseas 
participant, you can receive nutrition education 
in the form of individual counseling and group 
classes, breastfeeding support, supplemental 
foods such as milk, juice, cheese, cereal, eggs 
and fresh fruits and vegetables, and referrals 
to other health care agencies.  For more 
information and to check financial/residential 
eligibility, visit or call the WIC Overseas office 
nearest you.
Kadena Air Base: (Bldg. 428) at 632-9427 or 
632-6223; off base, call: 098-938-1111, then 
632-9427/6223. / Camp Foster: (Bldg. 5717) at 
645-9419; off base, call: 098-970-9419. / Camp 
Courtney: (Bldg. 4408) at 622-9424; off base, 
call: 098-954-9424. / Camp Kinser: (Bldg. 107, 
Room 121) at 637-4899; off base, call: 098-970-
5555.
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Single Airman FREE BOWLING Program
Every Monday between 5:30 - 9:30 p.m., single 
airmen on unaccompanied orders of all ranks are 
invited to come to Emery Lanes and get 3 games 
and shoes for free. Simply request the program 
at the Front Desk.  For more information, contact 
Michelle Brannan at 966-7303.
 
Emery Lanes Information
Any Time League Forming: One person league 
(individual) that can bowl in the league any time 
from Monday – Thursday every week. Prize will 
be presented at end of this year.  
9 Pin No Tap League: Team of 4, but can sign up 
individually to be put on a team at Emery Lanes. 
First night will be Aug 9 at 6 p.m. Prize will be 
presented at end of this year. For more information, 
contact Michelle Brannan at 966-7303.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Suicide Prevention Tier 2 Training
Suicide Prevention Tier 2 training is required 
for personnel in the grades of O4/E7/GS12 and 
above. All other personnel will receive their 
training at the unit level. Date: August 11, 24, 
and 25.  Time: 10 – 11 a.m. / 1 – 2 p.m.  Location: 
Bldg. 128, conference room.  If you have any 
questions, contact Mrs. Nicole Moss at nicole.
moss.6@us.af.mil or 634-4870.

Kadena Hispanic Heritage 
Association General Meeting
Kadena Hispanic Heritage Association will be 
having our general meeting August 17 at 1 p.m. 
in Bldg 721-A in the Bruce Scott training room on 
the second floor. All branches and dependents 
are welcome to the meeting. Please do not 
forget your face masks! For more information, 
contact Staff Sgt. Marcela Medina at 634-3300.

POW/MIA 24 Hour Run
AFSA Chapter 1553 hosts Kadena POW/
MIA 24 hour run September 16 at Marek Park. 
Opening ceremony will be at 8:45 a.m. UOD: 
Military PT Gear, POW/MIA Shirts, Morale 
Shirts, AFSA Shirts. Sign up for VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES via link: https://www.
signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4dacaa22a0f4c52-
kadena

VOLUNTEER
Kadena SNCO Kickstart Program 
Mentors Needed
Experienced SNCO’s, we need your help! We are 
building a SNCO Kickstart Mentorship Program 
and we are in need of mentors. If you are a 
seasoned SNCO and would like to be a mentor 
please email: 18WG.TOPIII.SNCOKickstart@

us.af.mil

Diversity and Inclusion Committee 
Needs Volunteers
The Diversity and Inclusion committee’s mission 
is to ensure we attract, recruit, develop and 
retain a high-quality and diverse Total Force 
to ensure a culture of inclusion to leverage 
the diversity of Team Kadena’s community. If 
interested, please email justina.baranda@us.af.
mil or jessica.harris.7@us.af.mil 

Shogun CrossFit
Shogun CrossFit community is looking for 
CrossFit Level 1 or 2 certified members in 
any branch of service to help coach our 
CrossFit/Functional Fitness community. We 
are also seeking coaches with a background 
or certification in Olympic lifting. This is an 
extremely rewarding community involvement 
opportunity.  For more information or interested 
in joining, send us an email at shoguncrossfit@
gmail.com

Suicide Prevention Month Volunteers
Suicide Prevention Month committee’s mission 
to break the silence about suicide and mental 
illness, spread awareness, provide suicide 
prevention activities and supporting community 
initiatives. If interested, please email justina.
baranda@us.af.mil and oliver.dexter@us.af.mil
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The next publication of Samurai 
Gate newsstand will be August 27.
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