Team effort helps
close fiscal year

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Demond Mcghee)

^RubyAnn Prout, left, 18th Contracting Squadron director of business, Senior Airman Kyra Blystone, center, 18th
CONS contract specialist, and Staff Sgt. Micheal Alvarado, 18th CONS contracting officer, review documents for the end
of the fiscal year at Kadena Air Base, Sept. 30.

By Senior Airman
Demond Mcghee
18th Wing Public Affairs

10/4/2021 - KADENA AIR BASE — “The
fiscal year runs from Oct. 1 to Sept. 30,”
said Senior Airman Jared Roderick, 18th
CONS contract specialist. “Funding is appropriated annually by [the U.S.] Congress and then disseminated to the wing
commander to be used by the base.”
A budget may not always be appropriated by the beginning of the next fiscal year, which can lead to uncertainty and
stress on units to request supplies before
the year closes out. As a result, contracting and finance personnel work until the
deadline of the fiscal year to ensure every request can be met as funds are made
available.
“It really is a wing effort,” said U.S. Air
Force Master Sgt. Shane Malone, 18th
CPTS financial analysis flight chief. “We
prepare the documents, contracting reviews them, our MLCS use their experience to help and then it goes to the group
and squadron resource advisors.
Requests, which can be for supplies or
equipment, are funded as money is received by 18th CONS members before
they are sent to unit representatives for

A U.S. Air Force 1st Special Operations
Squadron MC-130J Commando II,
right, conducts air-to-air refueling with a
Japan Air Self-Defense Force UH-60J
helicopter assigned to the Air Rescue
Wing in Naha, left, off the coast
of Japan, Sept. 15. The helicopter
air-to-air refueling was part of a bilateral
training mission between the USAF and
JASDF. Bilateral training missions focus
on improving the combat readiness of
U.S. and allied forces, provide units
with training for air expeditionary force
tasking, and keep the Indo-Pacific
Region safe and secure.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro)

Kadena PAX terminal
begins renovation

By Staff Sgt.
Kyle Johnson

18th Wing Public Affairs

A U.S. Air Force F-15C Eagle assigned to the 67th Fighter Squadron,
Kadena Air Base, and a U.S. Air Force B-52H Stratofortress, assigned
to the 2nd Bomb Wing, Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana, conducts
training during a Bomber Task Force deployment in the Indo-Pacific region,
Sept. 18, 2021. Bomber missions provide opportunities to train and work
with allies and partners in joint and coalition operations and exercises.
(U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Matthew Lotz)

purchases. However, if a stage in the process fails, then the money can’t be awarded to the unit and ultimately is reallocated
back to the U.S. Air Force.
“The important part is being ready,”
Malone said. “We may not expect funding
but if it comes before the deadline then
the unit needs to be ready to proceed with
purchasing or we move to the next person
in need of the money.”
Requests aren’t always must-haves but
can include things that help operations
run smoother. These can include anything
from all-terrain vehicles to laptops, and
even include latrines.
“The end of the fiscal year is about giving just as much attention to the seemingly mundane as you do the critical operations,” Roderick said. “The whole thing
is supporting the warfighter, whether it’s
fixing jets or making sure people have latrines to keep operations moving.”
U.S. Air Force Col. Ronald D. Schochenmaier, 18th Wing vice commander,
recognized the significance of the squadron’s effort to support the wing and visited
them during their late-night operations.
“We all play a role in generating airpower,” Schochenmaier said. “No matter
how far we sit from the cockpit.”

9/29/2021 - KADENA AIR
BASE — The passenger terminal at Kadena Air Base is scheduled to begin the process of renovating the inbound portion of
the terminal Oct. 1, 2021, with
a projected completion date of
Dec. 31, 2021.
The passenger terminal here
is the primary point of entry for
military personnel on Okinawa, and the project will include
improvements to the baggage
claim area, customs and in-processing. These services will likely experience delays until the
construction is completed.
“Ultimately, this infrastructure improvement will result in
a smoother, more comfortable
experience for military mem-

(Courtesy Illustration)

bers and their families,” said
Amelia Dickson, 515 Air Mobility Operations Wing Public
Affairs. “Please know that these
delays and inconveniences are
temporary and the terminal
staff is doing their best to mitigate them.”
Terminal staff from the
733d Air Mobility Squadron
will continue to fulfill daily Patriot Express and Space-A mission requirements during this
period.
Overseas travel can be very
stressful for members and their
families – especially during
the COVID-19 pandemic. To
mitigate potential difficulties,
check the terminal’s Facebook
page for the most up-todate and timely information
possible. https://www.facebook.
com/AMCKadena.
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ADAPT Champions: Promoting healthy relationships with alcohol

By Airman 1st Class
Yosselin Perla
18th Wing Public Affairs

9/27/2021 - KADENA AIR BASE — People choose to drink alcohol for a variety
of reasons — some drink to enhance
social experiences while others drink as an
avenue to escape their everyday problems.
Although alcohol consumption in the
military is not prohibited, alcohol abuse
impacts mission readiness and can affect
a service member’s career, family and unit.
The Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment Champions program,
an alcohol abuse prevention program
created by the ADAPT clinic at Kadena Air
Base, aims to promote healthy relationships
with alcohol by building a community of
Airmen who have the knowledge to provide basic alcohol education and resources
to other Airmen in their units.
“The overall goal of the program is to
try and decrease the number of command
referrals and increase the numbers of
self-referrals,” said Tech. Sgt. Zacchaeus
Wilson, 18th Operational Medical Readiness Squadron ADAPT NCO in charge.
“We want to empower people to identify
when they have a problem and be able to
know where to go for help.”
For some Airmen, seeking help for alcohol-related issues at the ADAPT clinic may
seem terrifying due to the misconception
of the consequences for going through
treatment, explained Staff Sgt. Prencella
Taylor, 18th OMRS ADAPT supervisor. To

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla)

^ Senior Airman Stephanie Augst, 18th Operational
Readiness Medical Squadron Alcohol and Drug Abuse
Prevention and Treatment technician, explains what a
standard drink size is to a Kadena Airman at Kadena Air
Base, Sept. 10.

(courtesy graphic)

make it easier for people to start the process
of getting the help they need, the opportunity to become an ADAPT Champion
is available to anyone who wishes to help
their unit.
Becoming an ADAPT Champion
involves training that focuses on alcohol
education and an overview of the ADAPT
program, learning what a standard drink
size is and knowing how to identify the
differences between problematic and
responsible drinking. Additionally, Champions receive quarterly refresher training
and attend regular meetings to discuss any
alcohol-related issues they see going on in
their units.
“Champions can give us information
on trends that have been going on in their

unit,” said Capt. Josilyn Banks, 18th OMRS
ADAPT program manager. “We can then
employ them to go out and be very specific
and targeted for our prevention efforts. We
give them the tools to go out and educate
people, but a lot of the prevention efforts
come from them as well.”
Without the help of the Champions, the
ADAPT clinic would not be able to provide
alcohol education and employ tailored
prevention efforts to every work center on
Kadena, Banks stated.
“The ADAPT Champions program
extends the clinic’s reach in a way that
we could not possibly do, we couldn’t
ever engage with all the people under our
responsibility,” Banks said. “So we extend
our reach by having other trusted Airmen

within their unit to do it.”
Although being perfect in their role is
not required, being responsible and reliable
are qualities an ADAPT Champion should
have, Banks explained.
“We want people who have real experiences and a real motivation to get out
and help other people make better choices
about drinking,” Banks emphasized. “Alcohol is not illegal so people are going to
drink, we understand that. The solution to
DUI’s and alcohol-related incidents is not
to stop people from drinking, the solution
is to educate people about how to drink
responsibly and prevent those things from
happening.”
To receive more information on how to
become an ADAPT Champion, reach out
to your unit’s ADAPT Champion, first sergeant or contact the ADAPT clinic directly
634-3272.

Narratives on mental health
By Airman 1st Class
Anna Nolte
18th Wing Public Affairs

9/23/2021 - KADENA AIR BASE — Three
storytellers shared their experiences with
overcoming adversity during a Storytellers
event hosted by the Violence Prevention
Team at the McDaniel Center at Kadena
Air Base, Sept. 9.
Storytellers is a forum that allows individuals to be open about something they’ve
gone through, or are going through, in a safe
environment that is free from judgment,
explained Nicole Moss, 18th Wing suicide
prevention program manager. Lifelong
friendships can happen just from finding
out someone went through something similar, and that connection is what Storytellers
wants to promote.
“Storytellers events are important because it’s good to talk and share, especially
during COVID times,” Moss said. “These
events can open up a lot of doors and
avenues for you to feel better talking about
some of these issues that you may have
– because somebody else may be going
through the same thing.”

As one of several events planned to
highlight September as Suicide Awareness
and Prevention Month, Storytellers focused
on stories about mental health instead of its
usual emphasis on resiliency.
Regardless of the topic, however, anyone
is welcome to share their story, Moss explained.
Stories included topics ranging from
being diagnosed with bipolar disorder to
processing a friend’s suicide. One storyteller, U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Edward
Mann, 18th Security Forces Squadron
installation security NCO in charge, shared
his experience of being abused as a child,
and how he found help when thoughts of
suicide followed him into his adult life.
“I feel like a lot of people try to get
through things by themselves,” Mann said.
“They might feel like they're the only ones.
Maybe seeing somebody [experience those
same challenges] that has lived 20 plus
years in the Air Force and has done well for
himself, maybe that would help out other
people.”
Storytellers is an event that aims to
connect people and build interpersonal

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Anna Nolte)

^Participants in the Storytellers event at Kadena Air Base, pose for a photo after sharing their experiences, Sept. 9.

relationships, as well as bringing awareness
to mental health issues.
“I know sometimes it does feel like
you’re by yourself, but everybody has a story,” Mann said. “You just have to be willing
to listen.”

For more information and resources
available for Suicide Awareness and Prevention Month, please reach out to a Military Family Life Consultant (634-3366),
chaplain (634-1288) or the Kadena Mental
Health Clinic (DSN 634-3272).

Published by Eight Co., Ltd. a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with the 18th Wing. The civilian enterprise Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services overseas. Contents of Samurai Gate are not necessarily the
official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of
Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised. Everything advertised in this publication shall be made
available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or
any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to kadena.samuraigate@gmail.com
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By Staff Sgt. Savannah
L. Waters
18th Wing Public Affairs

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Stephen Pulter)

^A Joint Base Pearl-Harbor Hickam C-17 Globemaster III lands at
Kadena Air Base, Sept. 29. The C-17 Globemaster III has a maximum
payload of 170,900 pounds, and this aircraft transported passengers
and packages for Kadena Air Base residents.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro)

^U.S. Air Force firefighters with the 18th Civil Engineering
Squadron prepare to extinguish a simulated fire from the
simulated crash of a U.S. Air Force F-15C Eagle during a Major
Accident Response Exercise at Kadena Air Base, Sept. 21. The
first response step taken during a MARE is securing the area
and dealing with imminent dangers, such as fires.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Stephen Pulter)

^ Staff Sgt. Connor Farrell, 33rd Rescue Squadron special missions
aviator, and a U.S. Marine from the 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion
observe hoist operations at Camp Gonsalves, Okinawa, Sept. 22.
This joint training allowed both units to increase efficiency for hoist
operations in a jungle environment.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Kyle Johnson)

^Takehara Yasuhide, 18th Civil Engineer Squadron barrier
maintenance technician, center, and Tech. Sgt. Tyler Betz,
18th CES barrier maintenance shift lead, left, load rubber donut
spacers onto a donut loader on the Kadena Air Base flightline,
Sept. 21. The donut loader is a modified log splitter designed
to press rubber donut spacers onto an arresting cable. These
donuts hold the cable slightly off the ground for an aircraft hook
in the event of an emergency landing.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla)

^18th Wing Airmen participate in a National Prisoner of War and
Missing in Action Recognition Day run at Kadena Air Base, Sept. 16.
The importance of the POW/MIA flag lies in its sustained visibility, a
constant reminder of the sacrifices unreturned veterans have made.

10/1/2021 - KADENA AIR BASE
— The Okinawa region belongs
to a subtropical climate with an
average annual temperature of 23 C,
and a steamy average of 79 percent
humidity this past September alone.
Locals and tourists alike regularly
enjoy what is commonly known as
the “Hawaii of Japan”, but suffer the
proverbial wet blanket of indoor
mold.
September is National Mold
Awareness Month, but controlling
the spread of mold is a full-time job.
Educating Airmen on the adverse
health effects and the potential
structural damage exposure to mold
can cause is crucial to the health and
well-being of Team Kadena.
Given that Okinawa is susceptible
to mold due to the environment,
Team Kadena was tasked in 2019
with performing a full review of all
dormitories to determine the extent,
if any, to which mold posed a problem here.
“As an ADL during [that] time,
our team conducted an extensive
inspection of every room across
every dorm we maintain,” said Tech.
Sgt. Matthew Edens, 718th Civil
Engineer Squadron Airman dorm
leader. “This inspection included
11 dorms with 1.8 thousand rooms
total, and our flight completed this
operation within one week.”
After the inspection and many
more over the last few years, ADLs
and the Unaccompanied Housing
Office can say dormitories on
Kadena do not suffer from any mold
problems, but Edens emphasized

3

mold is something that is impossible
to completely get rid of indoors.
“According to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), mold is
something that is to be controlled
through moisture regulation,” he
said. “We make sure to provide our
residents with fundamental tips and
an educational background about
mold, [encouraging] regular cleaning to keep mold from spreading,
reporting any sources of water leaks
and maintaining the relative humidity of the dorm room from 30 to 50
percent.”
The EPA states molds produce
allergens, irritants, and in some
cases, potentially toxic substances.
Inhaling or touching mold or mold
spores may cause allergic reactions
in sensitive individuals, to include
hay fever-type symptoms such as
sneezing, runny nose, red eyes and
skin rash.
While allergic reactions to mold
are common, the Unaccompanied
Housing Office and the ADL’s
number one concern is for residents’
safety and well-being, and conduct
monthly facility inspections with a
thorough check for mold in vulnerable areas mold is likely to grow.
“This job provides an opportunity to teach Airmen proper cleaning
practices, as for many of them this
is their first time away from home,”
said Staff Sgt. Kevin Jones, 718th
CES ADL. “We find residents simply
knowing we are there for them goes
a long way, and we want them to
know we are here to help. It’s great
seeing them grow and become more
independent as they learn how to
navigate the challenges of living in
their own space.”
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An F/A-18 Hornet pilot with Marine Fighter Attack
Squadron 112 conducts pre-flight checks during exercise
Noble Jaguar 2021, a combined-arms exercise with 3d
Marine Expeditionary Force and U.S. Navy 7th Fleet,
Sept. 29, Kadena Air Base. The Marine Corps and Navy
leverage integrated command and control and joint
sensors to expand battlefield awareness, share targeting
data, and conduct long-range precision strikes in support
of sea control and sea denial in contested and distributed
maritime environments. III Marine Expeditionary Force
executed these actions as a part of an integrated
operation with 7th fleet to maintain readiness and
demonstrate U.S. resolve to preserve regional security.

E

OCTOBER 8, 2021

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Booker T. Thomas III)

1/1 ADA soldiers conduct
MACS-4 conducts limited
Gunnery Table VII evaluations communication FARP operations
Heavy Expanded Mobility Tactical Trucks with an
attached radar system and antennae mast group
are staged during a Gunnery Table VII evaluation on
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, Sept. 23.

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Cpl. Ryan H. Pulliam)

^U.S. Army soldiers with Bravo Battery, 1st Battalion, 1st Air
Defense Artillery Regiment (1/1 ADA), 38th Air Defense Artillery
Brigade, undress their Mission Oriented Protective Posture 4
gear next to a Humvee during a Gunnery Table VII evaluation on
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, Sept. 23. Soldiers with 1/1 ADA
participated in the field training exercise in order to be able to quickly
dismount and redeploy heavy equipment for the Patriot missile
defense system from one location to another.

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Justin J. Marty)

^U.S. Army 2nd Lt. Jonathan March, an air defense artillery officer
with Bravo Battery, 1st Battalion, 1st Air Defense Artillery Regiment (1/1
ADA), 38th Air Defense Artillery Brigade, runs a power cable back to
an engagement control station attached to a Heavy Expanded Mobility
Tactical Truck during a Gunnery Table VII evaluation on Marine Corps
Air Station Futenma, Sept. 23.

U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Daniel Mcleod, a bulk refueler with Combat Logistics Regiment
(CLR) 3, checks a fuel pump while refueling a UH-1Y Venom helicopter assigned to Light
Attack Helicopter Squadron (HMLA) 169, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing (deployed to Okinawa as
part of the unit deployment program) during a forward arming and refueling point (FARP) in
the Central Training Area, Okinaw, Sept. 22. This was the first time that Marines with Marine
Air Control Squadron (MACS) 4 and CLR 3 conducted a FARP with no electronic footprint,
demonstrating the ability to establish expeditionary advanced bases undetected.
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U.S. Air Force 67th Fighter Squadron F-15C Eagle
aircraft receives fuel at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, during “hot pit” training, Sept. 24.

^

Kadena 67th FS and MCAS
Iwakuni fuels division
conduct “hot pit” training

A

An F-15C Eagle taxis at Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan,
during “hot pit” training, Sept. 24.
This joint training, the first of its
kind at the air station, provided an
opportunity for the U.S. Air Force
unit to exercise hot-refueling
capabilities at a dissimilar airfield.
MCAS Iwakuni, with its capable
fuels division and its proximity
to Kadena Air Base, is uniquely
positioned to support such
training.

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Cpl. Mitchell Austin)

By 1st Lt.
Annika Pearson
3rd Marine Division

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Kree Laing)

^U.S. Marines with 2d Battalion,
3d Marines, offload a Utility Task
Vehicle after a long-range insertion
during Noble Jaguar 2021 from
Okinawa to Combined Arms Training
Center, Camp Fuji, Japan, Sept. 30.
(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Ujian Gosun)

^U.S. Marine Corps High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems with 3d Battalion, 12th Marines
conduct a fire mission during Exercise Noble Jaguar 2021 within the Central Training Area on
Okinawa, Sept. 30. The Marine Corps and Navy leveraged integrated command and control and
joint sensors to expand battlefield awareness, share targeting data, and conduct long-range
precision strikes in support of sea control and sea denial in contested maritime environments.

both the embarked forces and the
ship’s crew to better realize the
full mission potential,” said Andy
Peretti, Captain of the USNS
Brunswick. “The more frequently
we practice embarkation and
utilization of the vessel, the more
prepared we will be to effectively
respond to any contingency.”
Upon arriving at their destination, the HIMARS moved
into concealed positions ready to
spring into firing points at an expeditionary advanced base (EAB)
on Okinawa.
Meanwhile, Marines leveraged
sensing capabilities, such as
the Ground/Air Task Oriented
Radar, and connections with Link

16 to share targeting data with the
USS Carl Vinson (CVN70) and
USS Howard (DDG83), sailing in
the Philippine Sea, and F/A-18s
with Marine Aircraft Group 12
operating in the surrounding
airspace. This information sharing and networked command
and control enabled joint strikes
against maritime and land-based
targets.
“The power of joint targeting
is when you can bring multiple
assets to bear on a single point,”
said Lt. Col. Joshua Montero, operations officer for 12th Marines.
“We are combining those strikes
together – from air, land, and sea.”
Simultaneously, 2d Battalion,

^

10/4/2021 - OKINAWA — U.S.
Marines and Sailors from across
III Marine Expeditionary Force
and elements of U.S. 7th Fleet
executed Noble Jaguar, an
integrated naval exercise in and
around Japan, Sept. 27-31.
While closely monitoring
simulated adversary activities,
these forces received the order to
rapidly mobilize and immediately
began to move.
Concealed through the cover
of darkness and a small footprint
on the electromagnetic spectrum,
Marines with 3d Battalion, 12th
Marines quickly reached a nearby
port where they loaded multiple
High Mobility Artillery Rocket
System (HIMARS) launchers and
readied for embarkation on the
USNS Brunswick (T-EPF 6), an
expeditionary fast transport ship.
“The first half of the exercise
was focused on mobility … working with the Navy to ensure that
we can effectively embark and
disembark,” said Capt. Nathaniel
Wasik, a HIMARS platoon commander with 3/12.
While putting HIMARS aboard
Navy vessels is not a new concept,
expeditionary fast transports provide a unique platform that can
support a wide variety of military
objectives.
“Missions such as Noble Jaguar are important because they
provide an opportunity to experiment with different configurations and capabilities and allows

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Ujian Gosun)

3d Marines prepared for a longrange insertion via MV-22B
Ospreys to seize and retain key
maritime terrain more than 600
miles away. After traveling from
Okinawa to Camp Fuji, nearly
200 U.S. Marines engaged and
promptly defeated a simulated
adversary force. During follow-on
operations, 2/3 established an
additional EAB and continued
to deny critical terrain thereby
enabling maritime maneuver.
“Noble Jaguar showcased 3d
Marine Division’s capability to
connect a network of sensors
from across the Joint Force, forming a seamlessly integrated kill
chain,” said Maj. Brian Spillane,

U.S. Marines with 3d Battalion,
12th Marines load a medium tactical
vehicle replacement onto the USNS
Brunswick during Exercise Noble
Jaguar 2021 at Naha Port, Sept. 28.

future operations officer for 3d
Marine Division. “This integrated
network can bring lethal effects to
bear in all domains, anywhere in
the theater.”
By employing expeditionary
advanced based operations
concurrently across multiple
distributed locations, III MEF
demonstrated how it can integrate
with the Joint Force to conduct
counter-landing operations and
anti-surface warfare missions
across multiple domains. III MEF
and 7th Fleet executed these
actions during Noble Jaguar to
maintain readiness and display
U.S. resolve to preserve regional
security.
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To submit an announcement for the base bulletin, please visit www.kadena.af.mil

NOTICE
Kadena Medical Clinic notice

-All post and pre-travel testing must be precoordinated through the sponsor’s Unit Control
Center (UCC) or Group Control Center (GCC).
Walk-in or drive up testing *is not* authorized for
either of the two main testing locations (Kadena
AB Keystone Theater or US Naval Hospital
Okinawa).
IF YOU ARE IDENTIFIED AS A CLOSE CONTACT
OF A COVID POSITIVE PATIENT, COVID Cell
personnel will contact the member and direct
them to the appropriate testing location. However,
the primary testing location for close contacts is
the US Naval Hospital Okinawa (USNHO) testing
line.
- For personnel living or working on Kadena AB,
scheduled testing is conducted Monday-Friday
between the hours of 0730-1000 at Keystone
theater
- All other Personnel not assigned to or working
in Kadena AB will need to schedule their test at
USNHO, Camp Foster.
If you are experiencing COVID-related symptoms,
DO NOT walk into the Kadena Clinic or Testing
lines. Instead, call the appointment line at 6304817 or COVID Care Line at DSN 646-9691 or
098-971-9691.
If you have a medical emergency please dial 911
(on-base) or 098-934-5911 (off-base) or proceed
to the Emergency Department at the USNHO

Gate 5 Closure

The Kadena Gate 5 will be closed Oct. 11 due
to holiday and 22 due to school being out. For
more information, contact Tech. Sgt. Alexander
Ladurini at 634-3535.

Housing Office Closure

The Kadena DOD Family Housing Office, Camp
Foster Office, Camp Kinser Office, and Camp
Courtney Office will be closed Oct. 11 for
Columbus Day & the 12 for PACAF Family Day.
FMO Self-help and Appliance Repair will be
closed Oct. 11 for Columbus Day. For emergency

assistance, please contact 634-Home (4663).

SIP/No-Fee Passports and JapanForeign Clearance Guide Compliance

If you are Active Duty or a U.S. Civil Service
Employee with dependents, and they do not have
a Special Issuance Passport (SIP), also known as
a no-fee passport/official passport, please notify
your First Sergeant or equivalent as soon as
possible to get added to the processing list. The
MPF is holding surge appointments several times
a week in an effort to ensure every dependent
who needs a passport has one. Effective October
1, 2021 all government funded travel returning/
entrance into Japan will require SIP. For more
information, contact Staff Sgt. Kelvin Hailey at
634-8978.

USNHO Infuenza vaccines notice

It’s that time of the year! Our Influenza vaccines
have arrived for the 2021-2022 Season. We will
be holding a shotex starting Oct. 4-24 from 08001600. This shotex will be on a walk-in basis and
located at the Flu Tent set upon the north side of
the hospital outside the Emergency Department.
The Columbus holiday will be observed, Oct. 9-11.
Influenza vaccination is open to anyone aged 6
months and older unless otherwise directed by
your provider.

USNHO visitation notice

As of 30 September, inpatient visitations to
USNH Okinawa will require access restrictions
supported by Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
recommendations and U.S. Forces Japan (USFJ)
directives:
-Only TWO visitors who are identified by the
patient(s) will be allowed in to visit. No one under
the age of 18 will be authorized to visit patient(s).
-Exceptions to this policy include: two official
command visitors identified by name will be
allowed, for command visits.
-USNHO will provide instruction, before visitors
enter patients' rooms, on hand hygiene, limiting
surfaces touched, and use of personal protective

equipment (PPE) while in the patient's room.
-Also at this time we will support one (1) person
(over the age of 18) for Obstetrics patient with a
scheduled non-emergent Cesarean delivery.
-Doulas are considered as one of the designated
personnel.
-Parent(s) may visit children at any time. A parent
or parent-appointed adult should remain with the
child at all times whenever possible to support
patient safety as well as support parent-child
relationships. Children under the age of 6 must
NOT be left without a parent or parent-appointed
adult for an extended period of time.
-When the patient's condition warrants the
termination of visitation, the visitors will be
requested to leave and come back at a more
suitable time.
-Sick List (SL)/Very Sick List (VSL) patients may
have two visitors at any time, but will be limited
to immediate family or significant other and only
one at a time.
-If any specialized treatment or procedure is
required during visitation, visitors will be asked
to leave the area until the treatment or procedure
has been completed. The nursing staff will inform
the family member when visiting hours may be
resumed.
-Investigative agents, military and Japanese
police, Naval Criminal Investigative Service
(NCJS), Criminal Investigative Division (CID), and
Office of Special Investigation (OSI) staff must
be cleared by administrative staff and the Shift
Charge Nurse prior to the agent's arrival on the
unit. During regular working hours, access can be
granted through the Head, Patient Administration
Department. After regular working hours, the
Officer of the Day will coordinate necessary
clearance and access.

there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA) or that
inappropriate conduct has occurred in violation
of law, policy, procedures, or regulation. To begin
the process, you can complete the personnel
data information on an AF Form 102 and briefly
outline the facts and relevant information related
to the issue or complaint. List the allegations of
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and provide
supporting narrative detail and documents later,
when interviewed by an IG person. Allegations
should be written as bullets and should answer
who committed the violation; what violation was
committed; what law, regulation, procedures,
or policy was violated; when did the violation
occur.
Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/IGQ
Complaints & Inquiries) or call your Kadena IG
office at 634-7622 or 634-1109 currently located
in building 2261, Bong Drive (previous Stearley
Heights Elementary school).

How to File a Complaint with IG

Public Affairs Photo Studio

If you believe you are unable to resolve your
complaint through supervisory channels, you
may seek IG assistance to determine if the
complaint should be filed with the IG. Anyone
can file a complaint if they reasonably believe

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency
Numbers

Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds
everyone to program their cell phones with the
emergency numbers. To report an emergency on
Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an
office phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell,
dial 098-911-1911, or from an office phone, dial
911.

Think Before You Drink

Don’t become a statistic. Think before you
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride. For a safe ride
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base)
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.
The Public Affairs photo studio is open Mon Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 p.m. Appointments
are available in half-hour increments. *Award, bio
or package submission photos are scheduled on
Monday - Wednesday. *Full-length photos are only
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available on Thursday. Official Passport photos
are by appointment only on Monday - Friday, and
require a letter or voucher from your UDM or the
passport office. Photos are for official use only.
For more questions or scheduling, please call at
634-4013 / 634-3813.

AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting

Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553 Monthly
Meetings will be at 11:30 a.m. to noon on the 3rd
Wednesday of every month at the Rocker Enlisted
Club. Come out to learn about what AFSA can
do for you! Civilians, all enlisted & officers and all
branches are welcome to attend. Please follow
our Facebook page in order to stay up to date
with meeting locations and additional information
at “AFSA Chapter 1553 Kadena AB”. For more
information, contact Tech. Sgt. Amanda Chom at
634-8140.

Bicycle Helmet Safety

While you or your children are riding a bicycle,
please wear a helmet. Ensure it is correctly
fitted, in good shape, and road approved! AFI
91-207 para 3.7.3. Requires all persons (including
dependents) who ride a bicycle, tricycle or other
human powered vehicle, including motorized
bicycles, on an AF installation roadways, to wear
a properly fastened, approved (ANSI, SNELL)
bicycle helmet.
•About 800 bicyclists are killed and another
500,000 end up in emergency rooms each year
•About 2/3 of the deaths and 1/3 of bicycle related
injuries involve the head and face
•426,000 children go to the emergency room as a
result of wheeled sports, only 12% were wearing
helmets
•Wearing a helmet can reduce the risk of
head injury to bicyclists by as much as 85
percent
Please ensure you and your dependents
wear their helmet while riding, and encourage
other riders to wear theirs. Keep your head in
the game while you enjoy the ride.

Risner Fitness Center Track
Operations

During official Air Force Physical Fitness
Testing conducted by the Fitness Assessment
Cell, the Risner Fitness Center Track is closed.
Typically, testing is conducted Monday –
Friday at 5, 6:15, 7:30, and 8:45 a.m. (not
necessarily the actual run time) however, the
Risner Fitness Center Staff have the authority
to determine priority usage at any time
based on scheduling or weather conditions.
There was a time when non-testing patrons
could use the outside lanes; however, since
testing began in July it became an issue with
crowding and interfering with testing. Signage
at the track has been updated to reflect the
change. Essentially, when our Fitness Staff is
out on the track and make the announcement
to clear the track, anyone NOT testing will
clear the track. If a testing member has a
pacer, the pacer is authorized to use the
outside lanes. For more information, contact
Risner Fitness Center at 634-5128.

Wanted your rescued / adopted
pet photo for charity calendar
2022

NPO Aube Foundation is making rescued/
adopted pet charity calendar 2022. All
profit will be donated as rescued animals
medical cost in Okinawa.
Visit our
FaceBook @aubefoundation or send e-mail:
AubeFoundation@gmail.com for more info.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Red & Blue Color 5K Run

The Air Force Ball Committee will be hosting
a Red & Blue Color 5K Run Fundraiser October
23 at the Risner Gym. Sign up will be the day of
event at Risner Gym and begins at 7 a.m. and the
run starts at 7:30 a.m., the event is open to ALL
AGES. The first 50 to sign up will receive a FREE
T-SHIRT. For more information, contact Tech. Sgt.
Matthew Begeman at 634-6160, Tech. Sgt. Julie
Long at 634-5919, Senior Airman Benjamin Butler
at 634-8844 and Airman 1st Class William Roberts
at 634-2424.

Senior Airman
Marcos Davis
18th Communications Squadron client
systems technician from Tacoma,
Washington

VOLUNTEER
Diversity and Inclusion Committee
Needs Volunteers

The Diversity and Inclusion committee’s mission
is to ensure we attract, recruit, develop and retain
a high-quality and diverse Total Force to ensure
a culture of inclusion to leverage the diversity of
Team Kadena’s community. If interested, please
email justina.baranda@us.af.mil or jessica.
harris.7@us.af.mil

Air Force Ball Committee looking for
volunteer

The Air Force Ball Committee will be hosting a
Red & Blue Color 5K Run Fundraiser Oct. 23 at the
Risner Gym. If you would like to volunteer, please
sign up at: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0F4EACAE2EA0FDC52-airforce For more
information, contact Tech. Sgt. Matthew Begeman
at 634-6160, Tech. Sgt. Julie Long at 634-5919,
Senior Airman Benjamin Butler at 634-8844 and
Airman 1st Class William Roberts at 634-2424.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa)
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