
- Oct 31 TRICK-OR-TREATING (From 1700 - 2000)
- TRUNK-OR-TREATING or 
  SQ TRICK-OR-TREATING/Events/gathering
•Coordinate mitigation plan thru Public Health, followed by GP/CC or Tenant Unit ranking representative approval
•Hosted by base organizations or units

- Small on-base residential, outdoor gatherings

- NON-SOFA BASE VISITOR ACCESS
     Exception: Events approved by Wing/CC

- ON-BASE HALLOWEEN ACTIVITIES:
• Indoor parties and festivals or 100 or more people
• Exception: Only authorized for fully vaccinated individuals

- OFF-BASE HALLOWEEN ACTIVITIES:
• Trick-or-treating, trunk-or-treating, or haunted houses
• Large parties/festivals or gatherings
• Groups no larger than 6 or > Immediate family

FOLLOW THE COVID CORE FUNDAMENTALS: GOOD HYGIENE, MASK WEAR, SOCIAL DISTANCE, STAY HOME WHEN SICK!

Do NOT wear a costume mask over a cloth mask as it may 
cause difficulty breathing;  recommend use of Halloween-
themed cloth mask.  A costume mask is not a substitute 
for a cloth mask!

Trick-or-Treating Guidelines

NO DOOR-TO-DOOR 
TRICK-OR-TREATING
TRICK-OR-TREATERS
General
• DO NOT go to houses without residents in front giving candy
      - Could be ROM or quarantine housing
• Children under 10 years old must be accompanied by an adult
      - LAW SFOI 31-118, Kadena Supervision of Minors Matrix
• Stay with immediate family or in groups no greater than 6 people
• Utilize one-way direction of travel
      - Walk against the flow of traffic (road on your left, houses on you right)

COVID Safety
• Wear cloth mask & maintain minimum of 6 feet separation
• Avoid mass gatherings and congestion
• Refrain from screaming/yelling

RESIDENTS/CANDY GIVERS
Individually Wrapped Candy/Goody Bag Placement
• At edge of driveway or sidewalk, or on a table
     (Based on CDC guidance/recommendation)
• Must utilize tongs or a delivery method
     (Ensures members are not placing hands in candy bags)
Tower Residents
• Candy distribution from outside at ground-level only
COVID Safety
• Wear cloth mask & maintain minimum of 6 feet separation
• Sanitize hands between candy handling
• Avoid mass gatherings and congestion
• Refrain from screaming/yelling

Trunk-or-Treating Guidelines
• Trunk-or-Treating must be conducted in an open outdoor space (ex: Chapel parking lot)
      - Vehicle displays and personnel with maintain minimum of 6 feet separation
      - Use individually wrapped candy/goody bags for grab-and-go placed on a table
        (Residents will sanitize hands between handling/placement of individually wrapped candy/goody bags)
      - Utilize one-way direction of travel with one entry and one exit point
• Stay with immediate family or in groups no greater than 6 people
• Children under 10 years old must be accompanied by an adult 
     (LAW SFOI 31-118, Kadena Supervision of Minors Matrix)
• Participants must wear a cloth mask
• Avoid mass gatherings and creating congestion
• Refrain from screaming/yelling, which increases the risk of spreading the virus

ACTIVITIES APPROVED

ACTIVITIES NOT APPROVED
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By Janet A. Aker
MHS Communications
10/15/2021 - Falls Church, 
VA— More than 95% of the 1.4 
million active duty service mem-
bers have received at least one 
dose of vaccines against SARS-
CoV-2, the virus that causes 
COVID-19, according to the 
latest figures from the Defense 

Department.
 The total percentage of active 
duty service members fully 
vaccinated was 83.7%, while an 
additional 13.0% have received 
at least one dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine as of Oct. 13.
 Overall, the DOD has admin-
istered more than 5.7 million 
doses of COVID-19 vaccines to 

Military Health System benefi-
ciaries as of Oct. 13.
 That means there were more 
than 3 million first doses, and 
2.5 million second doses admin-
istered. There were also 234,894 
single doses administered.
 The percentages do not take 
into account those who have 
received either a booster shot of 
Pfizer-BioNTech’s vaccine or an 
additional shot due to a com-
promised immune system. The 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine is avail-
able under an Emergency Use 
Authorization from the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 
and can be used interchangeable 
with the Comirnaty vaccine, 
which was given full approval by 
FDA on Sept. 23.
 “COVID trends are moving 
in the right direction. At least in 
part due to our vaccination ef-
forts, there are fewer infections, 
hospitalizations are down, and 
lives are being saved,” said Army 
Lt. Gen. (Dr.) Ronald Place, 

director, Defense Health Agency.
 “While we’ve reached an im-
portant milestone, there’s more 
to be done. We must continue 
our efforts to vaccinate the force 
and encourage healthy behaviors. 
How much COVID-19 impacts 
our lives is at least partially up to 
us.”
 All of the service branches 
have set deadlines for getting 
their entire force vaccinated.
• Airmen and Space Force 

Guardians must be 
fully vaccinated – including a 
two-week period after a final 
shot – by Nov. 2. Air National 
Guardsmen and reservists 
have until Dec. 2. These are 
the tightest deadlines among 
the military services.

• The Army deadline for 
all active duty soldiers 
is Dec. 15, while guard 
and reserve troops have 
until June 30, 2022.

• The Navy deadline is Nov. 
28 for active duty sailors 

and Marines, while the re-
servists date is Dec. 28.

 Among National Guard and 
Reserves, 33.5% were fully vac-
cinated as of Oct. 12 and 20.8% 
were partially vaccinated.
 Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. 
Austin III announced a mandate 
Aug. 24 for all military service 
members to receive vaccinations 
following the FDA’s Aug. 23 
approval of Comirnaty.

Published by Eight Co., Ltd. a private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with the 18th Wing. The civilian enter-
prise Air Force newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services overseas.  Contents of Samurai Gate are not necessarily the 
official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government, the Department of Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight Co. Ltd. of the products or ser-
vices advertised. The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by the Department of 
Defense, the Department of the Air Force or Eight  Co. Ltd. of the products or services advertised.  Everything advertised in this publication shall be made 
available for purchase or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or 
any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.   For commercial advertising, inquiry, send an email to kadena.samuraigate@gmail.com
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(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Jessi Monte) 

Staff Sgt. Garrett 
Morrison, 18th 
Civil Engineering 
Squadron 
firefighter, 
left, and Reiki 
Hokama, 
18th CES 
firefighter, fight 
a simulated car 
fire during a Fire 
Prevention Week 
demonstration at 
Kadena Air Base, 
Oct. 7.

A U.S. Air Force A-10 Thunderbolt II from 
the 51st Fighter Squadron approaches 
a 909th Air Refueling Squadron KC-135 
Stratotanker for aerial refueling over the 
Pacific Ocean Oct. 14. The A-10s were on a 
combat search and rescue training mission 
from Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea.

    U.S. Air Force firefighters assigned to the 
18th Civil Engineering Squadron remove a 
victim from a simulated car accident during 
a Fire Prevention Week demonstration at 
Kadena Air Base, Oct. 7.

   Capt. Kemper Peterson, 909th 
Air Refueling Squadron pilot, 
flies a KC-135 Stratotanker after 
an aerial refueling mission over 
the Pacific Ocean, Oct. 14. The 
KC-135 Stratotanker provides 
the core aerial refueling 
capability for the Department 
of Defense, supporting the U.S. 
Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, and 
allied nation aircraft.

   Staff Sgt. Kalif Richardson, 
909th Air Refueling Squadron 
in-flight refueling specialist, 
communicates with the 
receiving aircraft during aerial 
refueling over the Pacific 
Ocean Oct. 14. Also known 
as boom operators, in-flight 
refueling specialists transfer 
thousands of gallons of jet fuel 
into airborne aircraft. 

^

^ ^

^Staff Sgt. Garrett Morrison, 18th Civil 
Engineering Squadron firefighter, uses 
hydraulic cutters to dismantle a vehicle during 
a Fire Prevention Week demonstration at 
Kadena Air Base, Oct. 7.^

18th CES FirE 
PrEvEntion WEEk 
dEmonStration

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Jessi Monte)

More than 95% of active duty have received COVID-19 vaccine

^A Kentucky Army National Guard soldier receives a COVID-19 vaccination at the Bluegrass 
Army Depot, in Richmond, Kentucky, Oct. 16.

(Kentucky Army National Guard photo by Sgt. Matt Damon) 
Vaccination
Kadena 
Medical 
Clinic

U.S. Naval 
Hospital 
Okinawa, 
Japan
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By Airman 1st Class 
Stephen Pulter
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/18/2021 - KADENA AIR 
BASE — The 18th Medical 
Support Squadron set up the 
Theater Lead Agent for Medical 
Materiel-Pacific, which acts as the 
epicenter to deliver medical sup-
plies and equipment to the U.S. 
Indo-Pacific Command theater 
outside of the Republic of Korea, 
at Kadena Air Base, Oct. 15. 
 Time is of the essence when 
responding to natural disasters, 
humanitarian crises or other 
medical scenarios that are con-
stantly looming over the Pacific 
region.
 The region is not only vast 
in size, but also surrounded by 
the ocean, underlining the need 
for medical supplies to be easily 
accessible. The TLAMM-P allows 
for these supplies to be centrally 
located and on standby for part-
ners to utilize within a moments 
notice.

 “The TLAMM-P is vital for 
the Pacific region; it provides 
the ability to have life-saving 
capabilities readily available,” said 
U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Richard 
Zabrzenski, 18th MDSS NCO in 
charge of TLAMM-P. “Without 
this facility our partners would 
not get medical support in con-
tingency operations.”
 Supporting 36 nations over 
a distance of 105 million square 
miles, 15 time zones, and 52 
percent of the world’s population, 
TLAMM-P allows for quicker 
access to medical supplies. This 
significantly cuts down on wait-
ing for medical supplies to be 
delivered from the U.S.
 “Our main focus areas are 
medical supplies and equipment,” 
said U.S. Air Force Capt. Nathan-
iel Scheer, 18th MDSS medical 
supply officer. “The equipment 
we buy includes IV pumps, 
ventilators, and other medical 
equipment for patient care.”
 TLAMM-P is capable of 

operating at four tier levels. Tier 
one is for steady state operations, 
tier two handles intermediate 
operations, or crisis action plans, 
tier three is small-scale full the-
ater support and tier four is full 
theater support, said Scheer.
 Operating with four-tier ca-
pabilities means TLAMM-P can 
increase or decrease capabilities 
based on what the mission calls 
for, making TLAMM-P vital to 
medical operations within the 
region.
 These capabilities can be opti-
mized to meet the needs of most 
mission sets, on broad or narrow 
scales. Providing medical support 
efficiently is the ultimate goal of 
TLAMM-P.
 “The 18th MDSS no longer 
waits for supplies to come from 
stateside, they’ll be right here and 
they be brought to the fight quick-
er,” said Scheer. “We’re excited to 
be a part of this up-and-coming 
mission and the potential growth 
for this expanded mission.”

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Stephen Pulter) 

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Stephen Pulter) 

^U.S. Air Force Col. Jay Veeder, left, 18th Medical Group commander, U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. 
David Eaglin, center, 18th Wing commander, and Triet Bui, right, Okinawa Area Office engineer, 
cut the ribbon for the opening of the Theater Lead Agent for Medical Materiel-Pacific building at 
Kadena Air Base, Oct. 15.

Kadena’s TLAMM-P keeps USINDOPACOM ready

The Theater Lead Agent for Medical Materiel-Pacific 
building opens at Kadena Air Base, Oct. 15.

Senior Airmen 
Jaylin Harris, 
18th Aeromedical 
Evacuation 
Squadron medical 
technician, checks 
on simulated 
patients for in-flight 
emergency training 
on a KC-135 
Stratotanker 
from the 909th 
Air Refueling 
Squadron, from 
Kadena Air Base, 
while flying over 
the Pacific Ocean, 
Sept. 30.

U.S. Airmen from the 
18th Aeromedical 
Evacuation Squadron, 
set up simulated 
patients for training 
onto a KC-135 
Stratotanker from the 
909th Air Refueling 
Squadron, at Kadena 
Air Base, Sept. 
30. The 18th AES 
conducts training 
in order to ensure 
they can safely and 
effectively transfer 
patients while 
providing medical 
care. 



OCTOBER 22, 20214 S A M U R A I  G A T E

By Cpl. Karis Mattingly
Marine Corps Installations Pacific
10/14/2021 - CAMP HANSEN 
— U.S. Marines across Okinawa 
participated in the new Annual 
Rifle Qualification from Oct. 
4-8. This consisted of a three-day 
course of fire that tests Marines’ 
marksmanship skills in a dynam-
ic-shooting environment. 
 The intent of ARQ is to provide 
an enhanced combat centric eval-
uation that uses a lethality based 
scoring system with more realistic 
standards. Shooters utilize artificial 
support to engage moving targets 
both while on foot and remaining 
stationary. 

Day one
 The day began with heightened 
nerves and rigid composures. 
However, not for battlesight zero, 
but for what was to occur in the 
days to come. These Marines were 
the first on the island to shoot the 
new ARQ course of fire.
 “When I first heard about the 
range changing, I was concerned,” 
said Sgt. Morelia Capuchino Diaz, 
a food service specialist with Camp 
Courtney Mess Hall, Combat Lo-
gistics Regiment 37. “I wasn’t sure 
what to expect.”
 She expressed that she came 
to the range really nervous. She 
knew the course of fire was going 
to be more difficult and physically 
demanding due to moving while 
shooting in full gear. Overall, it was 
unfamiliar for everyone and that 
meant all of the Marines needed 
to work side-by-side to conduct 
the range in a timely and proper 
manner. 
What changed?
 The Marines still shoot at the 
500, 300, 200, 25 and 15-yard line, 
however, major adjustments were 
made. A few changes include: 
static engagement of stationary 
and moving targets, barricades for 
weapon stabilization, on the move 
engagements of static targets, and 
an adjusted scoring system. 
 “It’s more combat oriented 
and combat effective to train this 
way,” said Staff Sgt. Kaleb Bill, a 
marksmanship school house staff 
noncommissioned officer with 
Marine Corps Installations Pacific, 
Marine Corps Base Camp Butler’s 
Formal Marksmanship Training 
Center. “It also judges Marines 
based on their lethality as opposed 

to precision style shooting.”
 Shooting this new course of fire 
allows Marines to make their own 
judgements and think critically. 
In a combat situation, while the 
fundamentals still apply, they may 
need to determine how to utilize 
the materials they are given by 
themselves.
 The preparatory period of 
instruction has also been adjusted 
with the new rifle qualification. 
Grass week, a scheduled time 
Marines use to practice marks-
manship fundamentals, is now a 
command dictated event. There is 
no longer a formal requirement to 
attend a grass week. However, it is 
still strongly encouraged by range 
personnel to participate in these 
preparatory classes.
 “It is highly, highly recom-
mended that you attend,” said Bill. 
“I strongly encourage all com-
manders to enforce grass week to 
ultimately prepare the Marines 
for the new ARQ. I can’t stress it 
enough. It may not be a require-
ment, but conduct the grass week, 
the preparatory training and issue 
out range books to your Marines.”

Day two
 The second day of the range was 
the first time the Marines officially 
shot the new rifle qualification 
course of fire. Each shooter had 
an opportunity to run through the 
course of fire and ask the coaches 
as many questions as they needed. 
It was communicated to them to 
use the time allotted to completely 
understand the drills and ask for 
help. 
 As the day progressed, Capu-
chino expressed that she started 
to understand the course of fire a 
little better, however, there was still 
a clear adjustment period to work 
through. 
 “At first I was a little off because 
it was something new, especially 
the failure to stop - going from the 
pelvis to now the head and also 
applying a lot of individual head-
shots,” she said. “I felt way more 
confident once I realized we had a 
lot of opportunities for each drill to 
get at least one destroy for each.”
 A ‘destroy’ is a zone on a target 
where the shots must impact to 
be counted. Additionally, failure 
to stop drill used to consist of 
shooting into the chest and pelvis 
zone. However, now the drill has 

transitioned to chest and head 
shots only. 
 The hardest part was time man-
agement during the second day, 
says Capuchino. The Marines were 
still learning and had not fully 
grasped the time hacks and how 
long it would take to shoot which 
she expresses was very stressful. 

Day three: 
Prequalification

 “The third day I was more 
confident, but was still learning 
the course of fire,” said Capuchino. 
“Even though it was a little intimi-
dating, the challenge of it made me 
want to succeed. It is something 
new and as Marines say, we need 
to adapt and overcome.”
 Capuchino explains that 
she’s always enjoyed a challenge, 
especially as a competitive person. 
With a wide smile, she continues to 
say she and her friends have always 
tried to compete and beat each 
other’s rifle scores. Fortunately for 
her, Capuchino has been a strong 
shooter since recruit training and 
sees this range as an opportunity 
to challenge herself and mentor 
her junior Marines about the new 
rifle qualification. 
 “My favorite part about the 
range is you get to make decisions 
on your own,” said Capuchino. 
“Even though it’s a different range, 
we still use the fundamentals we 
were previously taught. Now it’s 

just more high-tempo and you 
have to think fast. Like during the 
barricade drills, you have eight 
seconds to get a controlled pair. 
So you’re standing and you have 
seconds to get into position, aim 
right, take those rounds and get 
up.”

Day four
 Day four was originally slated 
for qualification day, however, due 
to inclement weather the Marines 
were unable to finish and had to 
continue shooting on the fifth day.
 Despite shooting through rain 
and wind, Capuchino was doing 
better than ever. 
 “At this point I already knew 
where all my holds were at and all I 
had to do was get used to applying 
all the fundamentals faster,” she 
said. “I was nervous, but I ended up 
getting all three ‘yes’ for qual due to 
good coaching and sufficient.”
 While shooting at the 25 and 
15-yard line, a ‘yes’ means that the 
Marine gets all of their shots for 
that drill in the destroy zone. 

Day five: 
Qualification

 “The last day I was confident 
and knew what to expect,” she said. 
“I was ready to shoot my best, and 
I ended up getting higher than I 
expected.”
 The range was finally complete 
and Capuchino finished with an 
expert score. Achieving this score 

was a significant accomplishment 
to her because of her initial intim-
idation of the new course and the 
values she holds of leading from 
the front with an expert score. 
 “Especially now as you get 
higher up in rank, you need to 
set the example for your junior 
Marines,” she said. “I try to do well 
so my Marines see that I am try-
ing, and then hopefully that helps 
instill that motivation to continue 
to improve themselves despite a 
challenge. As a leader, it’s now our 
role to tell them our mistakes and 
give advice on what they should 
and shouldn’t do so it can help set 
them up for success.”
 Despite the inclement weather, 
success reached Capuchino and 
other shooters on the range. Every 
Marine finished with a qualifying 
score, which to range staffs’ knowl-
edge, this was the first time there 
were no unqualified Marines. 
 “After shooting this new ARQ, 
I can tell that I like this range, and 
it is better than the last,” said Ca-
puchino. “I prefer this new course 
of fire because it goes back to that 
combat mindset and is combat 
oriented. As you are shooting, 
take into consideration that the 
chances of going into combat are 
always there. It’s important to 
take what we learn here and apply 
that knowledge if ever needed. 
Remember, train as you fight.”

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Lance Cpl. Malik Lewis) 

(U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Karis Mattingly) 

   U.S. Marine Corps 
Lance Cpl. Nicholas 
Strickland, a machine 
gunner with Battalion 
Landing Team 3/5, 31st 
Marine Expeditionary 
Unit (MEU), fires at the 
simulated enemy during 
exercise Dark Horse in 
Combat Town, Oct. 14.

   U.S. Marines with 
Battalion Landing 
Team 3/5, 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Unit 
(MEU), assume an 
assault position during 
a live fire, during 
exercise Dark Horse on 
Okinawa, Oct. 13.

^
^

U.S. Marines with Battalion Landing Team 3/5, 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Unit (MEU), load a light tactical all-terrain vehicle 
(MZRZ) onto a C-130 during exercise Dark Horse on Camp 
Futenma, Oct. 14. Exercise Dark Horse was a battalion sized 
field exercise that incorporated Expeditionary Advanced Base 
Operations concepts for potential enemy maritime forces. 

^U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Morelia Capuchino Diaz, a food service specialist with Camp Courtney Mess Hall, Combat Logistics Regiment 37, 
walks back to the firing line after receiving ammunition during the new Annual Rifle Qualification (ARQ) on Camp Hansen, Oct. 5.
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By Maj. Kenneth Kunze
1st Marine Aircraft Wing
10/18/2021 - OKINAWA — Marine Air-
craft Group 36 demonstrated its capability 
to support Expeditionary Advanced Bases 
in a distributed maritime environment 
across Okinawa from Oct. 4, to Oct. 8, 
during Kamandag 5 North (KD5N). This 
served as the culminating event of the III 
Marine Expeditionary Force, Unit Deploy-
ment Program squadron exercise contin-
uum, which integrates various elements of 
III MEF and conducts experimentation of 
emerging concepts while enabling III MEF 
to train together for standing operational 
requirements.
 KD5N was supported by over 1,500 
personnel from 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, 
3d Marine Logistics Group, 3d Marine 
Division, the U.S. Air Force 18th Wing, and 
Amphibious Squadron (PHIBRON) 11. 
The event also sponsored site visits from 
both the Japanese Air Self Defense Force’s 
Southwestern Air Defense Force HQs 
Defense Division and the Japanese Ground 
Self-Defense Force’s 15th Brigade’s 15th 
Helicopter Unit.
 “KD5N was extremely valuable because 
it allowed the MEF to further refine Expedi-
tionary Advanced Base TTPs [tactics, tech-
niques and procedures] established in the 
previous IWX [Indo-Pacific Warfighting 
Exercise], and it provided the opportunity 
to experiment with and provide feedback 
to MLR [Marine Littoral Regiment] C2 
[Command and Control] structure and 
task organization,” said Maj. Gil McMillan, 
a UH-1Y Venom pilot and the lead planner 
for this exercise. “This training offered a vi-
tal opportunity to practice and develop EAB 
concepts across the MEF with elements of 
the Division, the Wing, and MLG operating 
against a peer adversary. We were able to 

establish a repeatable training assessment 
framework that can be applied across III 
MEF in the future.”
 KD5N featured the seizure and defense 
of a contested EAB by a Ground Combat 
Element via insertion of 3d Marine Division 
personnel. Once the GCE’s actions on the 
objective were complete, an intermediate 
H-1 fires EAB was established by Marine 
Wing Support Squadron 172 who set up 
a Forward Arming and Refueling Point 
from an airstrip on Ie Shima Island while 
simultaneously training Airmen from the 
18th Wing on FARP operations. This EAB 
acted as a recovery and replenishment 
location as well as a launch point for long-
range missions and a notional node for the 
“leap-frogging EABs” concept.
 Once the FARP was established and 
operational, Marine Light Attack Helicopter 
Squadron 169 (HMLA-169) conducted 
Close Air Support and Maritime Interdic-
tion Operations for multiple days utilizing 
the EAB as the main rearming and refueling 
location.
 “One of the most important aspects of 
this exercise was signature management in 
an austere environment,” added McMillan. 
“All elements of the exercise focused on the 
ability to provide the MWSS and ground 
combat element the ability to mask their lo-
cations and practice mobile, low signature, 
command and control capabilities.”
 To provide immediate and conflicting 
tasking during the exercise, Combat 
Logistics Regiment 3, Marine Medium 
Tiltrotor Squadron 262, and PHIBRON 11 
conducted a large-scale simulated casualty 
movement to test their proficiency at treat-
ing and evacuating wounded personnel.
 “Integration with our Japanese Self 
Defense Force partners and the joint force 
was also a vital component to this exercise,” 

said Col. Christopher Murray, Command-
ing Officer of MAG-36. “We invited our 
JSDF counterparts to observe the exercise 
and were able to continue building a great 
relationship with the Japanese. The exercise 
also featured all the squadrons of MAG-36, 
elements of 3d Marine Division, a Combat 
Logistics Regiment from 3d Marine Logis-
tics Group, and elements from the Navy. 
We were even able to teach U.S. Air Force 

Airmen how to fuel our aircraft utilizing 
expeditionary systems.”
 KD5N showcased the ability of the entire 
MEF to operate together while highlighting 
the EAB operational capabilities provided by 
Air Combat Element assets in the Indo-Pa-
cific theatre; demonstrating 1st MAW and 
III MEF commitment to maintaining a high 
state of readiness in order to “Fight Now” in 
support of a free and open Indo-Pacific. 

(U.S. Marine Corps photos by Sgt. Booker Thomas) 

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David R. Krigbaum) 

U.S. Marines with Marine Aircraft Group 36, 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing, demonstrate the capabilities of 
a forward arming and refueling for Japanese Ground 
Self-Defense Force observers on Ie Shima, Oct. 6.

^U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Eduardo 
Estrada, a water support technician with Marine 
Wing Support Squadron (MWSS) 172, Marine 
Aircraft Group 36, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, adjusts 
the Platoon Water Purification System to produce 
drinking water while conducting Expeditionary 
Advanced Base Operations on Ie Shima, Oct. 6.

^U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. York Bahlauy, an electrician with 
Marine Wing Support Squadron (MWSS) 172, Marine Aircraft 
Group 36, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, redirects a solar panel from the 
Ground Renewable Expeditionary Energy Network System while 
conducting Expeditionary Advanced Base Operations on Ie Shima, 
Oct. 6.

^U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Timothy Everhart (left) and Sgt. Michelle 
Stricklin (right), powerline mechanics with Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 112 – Marine Aircraft Group 41 – 4th Marine Aircraft 
Wing, conduct pre-flight checks on an F/A-18 Hornet during hot-seat 
operations, Kadena Air, Base, Oct. 6. Hot seating allows a quick swap 
for pilots while the aircraft is running, reducing the time spent on the 
ground and increasing tactical air employment. 

    U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. 
Travis Gardner, a powerline 
mechanic with Marine 
Fighter Attack Squadron 
112 – Marine Aircraft Group 
41 – 4th Marine Aircraft Wing, 
conducts pre-flight checks 
on an F/A-18 Hornet during 
hot-seat operations, Oct. 6.

    U.S. Marine Corps Maj. 
Thomas Frey (right) and Capt. 
Jared Bramble (left), pilots 
with Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 112 – Marine 
Aircraft Group 41 – 4th 
Marine Aircraft Wing, conduct 
an aircraft turnover during 
hot-seat operations, Oct. 6.

   U.S. Marines with Marine Aircraft 
Group 36 and Airmen from 18th 
Logistical Readiness Squadron refuel a 
UH-1Y Venom helicopter while conducting 
Expeditionary Advanced Base Operations 
on Ie Shima, Oct. 6.

^
^

^

Commander, Navy Region Japan Fire & Emergency Services personnel assigned to the 
Commander, Fleet Activities Okinawa White Beach Naval Facility fire station participate in 
a fire and emergency vehicle parade on Kadena Air Base, Oct. 15. The parade brought 
together personnel and vehicles from U.S. Air Force, Marine Corps, and Navy bases to 
raise fire safety awareness and pass out candy to children as part of Fire Prevention Month.

KAB Fire & Emergency Services 
Vehicle ParadeCowboys conduct hot-seat ops

 (U.S. Marine Corps photos by Cpl. Jackson Dukes) 



NOTICE
USNHO Notice
Starting Oct. 23 at 1200, USNHO’s curbside 
pharmacy services will no longer be available. 
All patients will be able to resume prescription 
pickup inside the Naval Hospital, at the first 
floor pharmacy. Pharmacy hours of operation 
are 8 am to 6 pm, Monday through Friday. 
To reduce waiting times, patients are highly 
encouraged to activate their prescriptions 
over the phone. Just dial 646-WELL, Option 7, 
Option 2 (098-971-WELL, Option 7, Option 2 if 
using a cellular phone).  The pharmacy will send 
a text message once the prescription is ready 
for pickup.

SIP/No-Fee Passports and Japan-
Foreign Clearance Guide Compliance
If you are Active Duty or a U.S. Civil Service 
Employee with dependents, and they do 
not have a Special Issuance Passport (SIP), 
also known as a no-fee passport/official 
passport, please notify your First Sergeant or 
equivalent as soon as possible to get added 
to the processing list. The MPF is holding 
surge appointments several times a week 
in an effort to ensure every dependent who 
needs a passport has one.  Effective October 
1, 2021 all government funded travel returning/
entrance into Japan will require SIP.  For more 
information, contact Staff Sgt. Kelvin Hailey at 
634-8978.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, you 
may seek IG assistance to determine if the 
complaint should be filed with the IG.  Anyone 
can file a complaint if they reasonably believe 
there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA) or that 
inappropriate conduct has occurred in violation 
of law, policy, procedures, or regulation. To 
begin the process, you can complete the 
personnel data information on an AF Form 
102 and briefly outline the facts and relevant 

information related to the issue or complaint. 
List the allegations of wrongdoing briefly, in 
general terms and provide supporting narrative 
detail and documents later, when interviewed 
by an IG person.  Allegations should be 
written as bullets and should answer who 
committed the violation; what violation was 
committed; what law, regulation, procedures, 
or policy was violated; when did the violation 
occur.   Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/
IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your Kadena 
IG office at 634-7622 or 634-1109 currently 
located in building 2261, Bong Drive (previous 
Stearley Heights Elementary school). 

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency 
Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency 
on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from 
an office phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via 
cell, dial 098-911-1911, or from an office phone, 
dial 911.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting
Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553 
Monthly Meetings will be at 11:30 a.m. to noon 
on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at the 
Rocker Enlisted Club. Come out to learn about 
what AFSA can do for you! Civilians, all enlisted 
& officers and all branches are welcome to 
attend. Please follow our Facebook page in 
order to stay up to date with meeting locations 
and additional information at “AFSA Chapter 
1553 Kadena AB”.  For more information, 

contact Tech. Sgt. Amanda Chom at 634-8140.

Risner Fitness Center Track Operations
During official Air Force Physical Fitness 
Testing conducted by the Fitness Assessment 
Cell, the Risner Fitness Center Track is closed. 
Typically, testing is conducted Monday – Friday 
at 5, 6:15, 7:30, and 8:45 a.m. (not necessarily 
the actual run time) however, the Risner Fitness 
Center Staff have the authority to determine 
priority usage at any time based on scheduling 
or weather conditions. There was a time when 
non-testing patrons could use the outside lanes; 
however, since testing began in July it became 
an issue with crowding and interfering with 
testing. Signage at the track has been updated 
to reflect the change.  Essentially, when our 
Fitness Staff is out on the track and make the 
announcement to clear the track, anyone NOT 
testing will clear the track. If a testing member 
has a pacer, the pacer is authorized to use the 
outside lanes.  For more information, contact 
Risner Fitness Center at 634-5128.

Public Affairs Photo Studio
The Public Affairs photo studio is open 
Mon - Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  
Appointments are available in half-hour 
increments. *Award, bio or package submission 
photos are scheduled on Monday - Wednesday. 
*Full-length photos are only available on 
Thursday.  Official Passport photos are by 
appointment only on Monday - Friday, and 
require a letter or voucher from your UDM or 
the passport office.  Photos are for official use 
only. For more questions or scheduling, please 
call at 634-4013 / 634-3813.

Kadena Air Base Chapel Worship 
Opportunities
• Catholic Community – Catholic Worship 
Service: Sunday 8 a.m. & noon at Chapel 1.
Daily Mass: Tuesday & Thursday 11:30 a.m. at 
Chapel 1.
Holy Days of Obligation: Weekdays 11:30 a.m. 

& 5:30 p.m. / Saturdays 10 a.m.
Reconciliation / Confessions: Sunday 11:15 – 
11:45 a.m. or by appointment.
Religious Education: During the Academic year 
at the Education Center (bldg. 59).
• Jewish Community – Shabbat Service: 
Friday 6:15 p.m. at Chapel 2. (POC: Capt. 
Levy                Peker at 080-9850-9654 / levy.
peker.1@us.af.mil )
• Buddhist Community – Every 4th Wednesday 
7 p.m. at Chapel 2 Annex. (POC: Richard Tollini 
at 090-1942-1066 / klusot@aol.com )
• Heathen / Norse Pagan – Saturday 10 a.m. to 
noon at Chapel 2 Annex.
• Protestant Community – Traditional Worship 
Service: Sunday 9 a.m. at Chapel 2.
Contemporary Worship Service: Sunday 10 
a.m. at Chapel 1.
Kadena Gospel Service: Sunday 11 a.m. at 
Chapel 3.
For more information, contact Master Sgt. 
Joseph McCurdy at 634-1288.

Chatan Halloween Festa in Mihama 
2021 Cancellation Notice
Chatan Halloween Festa in Mihama 2021 
scheduled to be held on Sunday, October 31, 
2021 has been canceled due to the health and 
safety of visitors and related parties. 
Event to be cancelled: Masquerade Contest / 
Trick or treat at shops / One day Promotion
*Please note that parking lots around Mihama, 
American Village Chatan will be closed after 
20:00 on the day of October 31st (Sunday). 
In light of the COVID-19 situation, it has been 
canceled considering the health and safety of 
visitors and related parties first.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Red & Blue Color 5K Run
The Air Force Ball Committee will be hosting a 
Red & Blue Color 5K Run Fundraiser October 
23 at the Risner Gym. Sign up will be the day 
of event at Risner Gym and begins at 7 a.m. 
and the run starts at 7:30 a.m., the event is 
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open to ALL AGES. The first 50 to sign up will 
receive a FREE T-SHIRT. For more information, 
contact Tech. Sgt. Matthew Begeman at 634-
6160, Tech. Sgt. Julie Long at 634-5919, Senior 
Airman Benjamin Butler at 634-8844 and Airman 
1st Class William Roberts at 634-2424.

7th Annual Veteran's Day Parade
Please pass the word, mark your calendars, 
and join us Nov. 11, for the 7th Annual, Kadena 
AB Veteran’s Day Parade.  Douglas Blvd, Nov 
11 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  Military and civilian 
organizations from all branches are still 
welcome to join and march through the parade. 
 
An Introduction to Buddhism
The 18th Wing Chapel and Soka Gakkai 
International (SGI) will hold a 1-hour event that 
provides a basic introduction into the history and 
concepts of Buddhism and Buddhist practice 
October 27 at Kadena Chapel 2. (fellowship hall) 
The event starts at 7 p.m. and is appropriate for 
all ages. Minors must be accompanied by adult/
parents. For more information, contact Richard 
Tollini at 090-1942-1066 or 634-3983.
 
Patient and Family Partnership 
Council
Interested in improving your patient experience 
at the Kadena Clinic?
Join and become a member of the 18th Medical 
Group Patient and Family Partnership 
Council (PFPC). Membership application is 
available at the meeting.
Who: Open to Active Duty, dependents, and 
retirees.
Next Meeting: November 3 start at 1 p.m.
Location: Kadena Medical Clinic, Dental 
Conference Room (3rd floor).
For more information, contact Patient 
Advocate at 630-4146.

Armed Services Blood Drive
The 372d Training Squadron and Detachment 
15 will be hosting an Armed Services Blood 
Drive at the Kadena Base Exchange Food 
Court from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. October 28, 
2021. Snacks, drinks, a T-Shirt, and a two-
hour volunteer LOA will be provided to all 
those donate.  *Please wait at least 14 days 
after receiving your COVID vaccine to donate. 
For more information, contact Staff Sgt. 
Quinyra Clayton at 634-4023.

Dating Seminar
Kadena Family Advocacy program is hosting a 
Dating seminar class on Nov. 3 at 10 a.m. - 11 
a.m. This is a beginner’s guide to dating to 
help you create healthy boundaries, and look 
for signs to prevent violence in relationships. 
Please call 634-0433 to sign up.

VOLUNTEER
Diversity and Inclusion Committee 
Needs Volunteers
The Diversity and Inclusion committee’s mission 
is to ensure we attract, recruit, develop and 
retain a high-quality and diverse Total Force 
to ensure a culture of inclusion to leverage 
the diversity of Team Kadena’s community. If 
interested, please email justina.baranda@us.af.
mil or jessica.harris.7@us.af.mil 

Air Force Ball Committee looking for 
volunteer
The Air Force Ball Committee will be hosting a 
Red & Blue Color 5K Run Fundraiser Oct. 23 at 
the Risner Gym.  If you would like to volunteer, 
please sign up at: https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/10C0F4EACAE2EA0FDC52-airforce    
For more information, contact Tech. Sgt. 
Matthew Begeman at 634-6160, Tech. Sgt. Julie 
Long at 634-5919, Senior Airman Benjamin 
Butler at 634-8844 and Airman 1st Class William 
Roberts at 634-2424.
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4th Fighter Squadron aviation resource 
management from Grangeville, Idaho.

Senior Airman 
Kelsey Summers

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa) 
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