
By Senior Airman Jessi Monte 
18th Wing Public Affairs
10/22/2021 - KADENA AIR BASE — 
The 67th and 44th Fighter Squadrons and 
their respective aircraft maintenance units 
put their sortie generation skills to the test 
during a four-day super surge at Kadena 
Air Base, Oct. 18-21. 
 It took the combined teamwork of var-
ious units throughout the wing, including 
support from the 18th Equipment Main-
tenance Squadron, the 18th Component 
Maintenance Squadron and the 18th Logis-
tics Readiness Squadron, to successfully ex-
ecute the exercise. 
 The super surge is designed to simulate a 
fast-paced, deployed combat environment 
with a significant increase in sortie produc-
tion. Surge operations are vital to the devel-
opment of aircrew and support personnel, 
allowing them to further improve the skills 
needed to remain a ready and capable force.
 “Being proficient at the kind of split-sec-
ond, tactical maneuvering required to be an 
effective fighter pilot requires a lot of rep-
etition,” said U.S. Air Force Capt. Andrew 

Marshall, 44th Fighter Squadron F-15C Ea-
gle pilot. “Surge operations allow us to build 
up the muscle memory needed to make 
those quick decisions.”
 On average, 18th Wing fighter squad-
rons accumulate approximately 200 flight 
hours per five-days of flying. Throughout 
the four-day super surge, pilots and support 
personnel generated 371 sorties spanning 
approximately 302 flying hours.
 The exercise took place between the 
hours of 6:30 am and 7:00 pm. This allowed 
the squadrons to meet their flying goals 

while still respecting the community and 
quiet hours. 
 The rapid increase in flying operations 
also provided a critical training experience 
for maintenance personnel, simulating the 
same environment they would face in a de-
ployed location. 
 “In a war scenario, our maintenance 
units would have to launch and recover air-
craft very quickly,” said U.S. Air Force Capt. 
Devin Duffell, 44th Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit officer in charge. “The super surge 
helps them get into the movement of doing 

that, increasing their combat readiness and 
overall proficiency.” 
 18th Wing aircrew and maintainers con-
tinue to push their limits through effective 
training, ensuring they are fully prepared to 
face potential contingencies. 
 “Surging gives everyone involved an op-
portunity to rapidly enhance their capabil-
ities and build valuable experience,” said 
Marshall. “This ultimately creates a more 
lethal warfighting force so we can continue 
to gain and maintain our air superiority in 
defense of the Indo-Pacific region.”

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla)(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla)

(U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Jessi Monte)

909th ARS fuels F-16 Fighting 
Falcons during CSART

^Senior Airman Jason Aungkhaingtun, 18th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron avionics specialist, hooks up a fuel 
hose to an F-15C Eagle during a super surge exercise at 
Kadena Air Base, Oct. 19.

^Airman 1st Class Devin Brewer, 18th Logistics 
Readiness Squadron fuels distribution operator, pulls the 
fuel hose for hot pit refueling during a super surge exercise 
at Kadena Air Base, Oct. 19.

^Staff Sgt. Quincy Clingman, 67th Aircraft Maintenance 
Unit crew chief, takes inventory of a toolbox prior to the start 
of a flight at Kadena Air Base, Oct. 19.

A U.S. Air Force F-16 Fighting Falcon from 
the 8th Fighter Wing receives fuel from a 
KC-135 Stratotanker assigned to the 909th Air 
Refueling Squadron over the Sea of Japan, 
Oct. 19. During the refueling mission, four 
F-16 Fighting Falcons assigned to the 8th FW 
received aerial refueling. 

A U.S. Army Green 
Beret assigned to 1st 
Battalion, 1st Special 
Forces Group (Airborne), 
holds a syringe 
prior to simulating a 
cricothyrotomy on 
Senior Airman Anthony 
Jimenez, 18th Security 
Forces Squadron 
defender and simulated 
casualty, during Tactical 
Combat Casualty Care 
training at Kadena 
Air Base, Sept. 30. A 
cricothyrotomy is a 
procedure that involves 
placing a tube through 
an incision in the 
cricothyroid membrane 
to establish an airway 
for oxygenation and 
ventilation. 

A U.S. Air Force 
F-15C Eagle 
assigned to the 
67th Fighter 
Squadron is 
parked on the 
flightline prior to 
the start of a super 
surge exercise at 
Kadena Air Base, 
Oct. 19.

18th Security Forces Squadron, Army 1st 
Special Forces Group conduct TCCC training
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By Secretary of the Air 
Force Public Affairs
10/21/2021 - ARLINGTON, Va. — Nov. 2 is 
the deadline for active-component Airmen 
and Guardians to be fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, followed by Dec. 2 for Air National 
Guard and Air Force Reserve personnel.
 Any active-component Airman or Guardian 
who has refused to obtain a qualifying vaccine by 
Nov. 2 and has not received, or, is not in the pro-
cess of seeking, a medical exemption or religious 
accommodation will be in violation of a lawful 
order and subject to discipline under Article 92 of 
the Uniform Code of Military Justice.
 As of Oct. 18, 96.2% of the active-component 
population has at least one shot, according to Air 
Force officials. The percentage of the total force 
with at least one shot is 92.8%.
 “Thank you to the hundreds of thousands of 
total force Airmen and Guardians who are fully 
vaccinated or on track to meet the Department’s 
vaccination timelines,” said Secretary of the Air 
Force Frank Kendall. “To those yet to get vaccinat-
ed, the order is clear: You have a responsibility to 
take action now, protect our nation and those we 
love, or be held accountable for failing to do so.” 
 Should a service member refuse to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine, commanders retain the full 
range of disciplinary options available to them un-
der law and policy, some of which includes issuing 
administrative paperwork, imposing nonjudicial 

punishment, or referring court-martial charges.
 Prior to taking action against a service member, 
commanders will coordinate initial disposition 
with the first O-6 with special court-martial con-
vening authority in the service members’ chain of 
command, and should consult with their servicing 
Staff Judge Advocate for additional guidance on 
vaccination non-compliance.
 The Department of the Air Force is also holding 
new recruits accountable, recently discharging 
nearly 40 Air Force Basic Military and Technical 
trainees under “Entry Level Separation” character-
izations who refused the vaccine.
 Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III man-
dated all members of the Armed Forces receive 
the COVID-19 vaccine Aug. 24, following the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration approval of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech mRNA COVID-19 vaccine.
 Additionally, Department of the Air Force 
civilian employees must comply with the Sep. 
9 Executive Order, or EO, requiring all federal 
employees be fully vaccinated to ensure the health 
and safety of the federal workforce and halt the 
spread of COVID-19.
 Department of the Air Force civilian employ-
ees need to be fully vaccinated by Nov. 22, and 
contractors by Dec. 8, in accordance with the 
Presidential EO. The Safer Federal Workforce Task 
Force has issued guidance here with additional 
DAF guidance forthcoming.
 “I get at least one notification a day about an Air 
Force or Space Force teammate we have needlessly 
lost to COVID,” said Under Secretary of the Air 
Force Gina Ortiz Jones. “The data is clear—the 
vaccine is the best tool to fight this disease. This 
is about readiness and ensuring our Airmen and 
Guardians are healthy and ready to defend the 
Nation.”
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^Airman 1st Class Kaleb Whitney, 18th 
Equipment Maintenance Squadron nondestructive 
inspection technician, cleans a boom fork shaft 
prior to performing a magnetic particle inspection 
at Kadena Air Base, Oct. 8. A magnetic particle 
inspection is a nondestructive method used to 
reveal surface and near surface discontinuities in 
magnetic materials.

^Airman 1st Class Dakota James, right, and 
Tech. Sgt. Gregory Twigg, left, 18th Security 
Forces Squadron defenders, spar during 
oleoresin capsicum spray exposure training 
at Kadena Air Base, Oct. 6. Prior to being 
exposed to OC spray themselves, students 
must demonstrate they are able to subdue an 
assailant by spraying them with OC. 

33rd rQS 
trainS 
So that 
otherS 
may live

(U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Douglas Lorance)

^Senior Airman Gaige Clidinst, 33rd Rescue 
Squadron special missions aviator, searches for the 
rescue subject during a combat search and rescue 
training event at Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, 
Oct. 14.

    Staff Sgt. Alejandro Menchaca, 33rd 
Rescue Squadron special missions aviator, 
rolls up a rescue ladder into an HH-60G 
Pave Hawk helicopter during a combat 
search and rescue training event at Osan Air 
Base, Republic of Korea, Oct. 14.

^

An HH-60G Pave Hawk 
executes a simulated 
airlift rescue mission 
during a combat 
search and rescue 
training event at Osan 
Air Base, Republic of 
Korea, Oct. 14. The 
primary mission of the 
HH-60G Pave Hawk is 
to conduct day or night 
personnel recovery 
operations in the midst 
of hostile environments 
to recover isolated 
personnel during war. 

^Capt. Marcus “Bear” Walker, 33rd 
Rescue Squadron helicopter pilot, 
checks on his crew during a combat 
search and rescue training event at Osan 
Air Base, Republic of Korea, Oct. 14.

^Senior Airman Eaven Allison, 33rd Rescue Squadron special missions 
aviator, takes notes during a combat search and rescue training event at 
Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea, Oct. 14.  CSAR Airmen keep track of all 
communications during flying operations to ensure all mission details are 
conveyed correctly.

DAF COVID-19 military 
vaccination deadlines 
approaches

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro)

 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla)
 (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class 

Yosselin Perla)

   Airman 1st Class Nasir 
Muhammad, left, 44th Aircraft 
Maintenance Unit weapons 
load crew member, steers as 
Staff Sgt. Allen Avery, right, 
44th AMU F-15 weapons lead 
crew chief, guides him and an 
AIM-120 advanced medium-range 
air-to-air missile during a load 
competition at Kadena Air Base, 
Oct. 15. Working together, the 
teams ensure the aircraft is safe 
for loading, bomb racks and 
launchers are properly configured 
and munitions are inspected to 
match mission requirements.

^
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By Staff Sgt. 
Douglas Lorance
51st Fighter Wing Public Affairs
10/22/2021 - OSAN AIR BASE, 
Republic of Korea — Team Osan 
hosted a joint-branch training event 
focusing on combat search and res-
cue training (CSART) techniques.
  The practical elements of recov-
ering personnel in austere locations 
in the CSART training brought 
together joint service members and 
mission partners.
  The U.S. Army’s 2nd Combat 
Aviation Brigade brought the 4-2 
Attack Battalion, 3-2 General 
Support Aviation Battalion to 
provide unmanned aircraft system 
expertise as vital components of 
the training event. Additionally, the 
2CAB joined their 7th Air Force 
counterparts during the live-flight 
portion of the training that took 
place across the Korean peninsula.
  “These joint training events give 
us the opportunity to normalize 
integrative interoperability across 
echelons to enhance our collective 
readiness to ‘Fight Tonight’”, said 
U.S. Army Chief Warrant Officer 
3 Gary Magallanes, 2CAB Un-
manned Aircraft System expertise 
operations officer.
  Before aircraft can fly to recover 
personnel, pilots need to know the 
location of the party in need of 
rescue, the strength of hostile forces 
and the region’s topography. The 
Joint Personnel Recovery Center 
(JPRC) is responsible for providing 
this critical information to ensure 
pilots are aware of the sort of con-
ditions they will be flying into. The 
JPRC ensures accurate, up-to-date 
information by directly commu-

nicating to mission personnel via 
satellite radio.
  “We have the ability to securely 
communicate to the survivor on 
a handheld radio via satellite,” 
said U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. Damien 
“Frito” Le, 607th Air Operations 
Center JPRC director. “It allows 
for Survival, Evasion, Resistance, 
and Escape managers to direct the 
survivor real-time on how to stay 
alive, move to a safe location and 
wait for rescue.”
  With a large amount of informa-
tion being passed through multiple 
branches, it can be difficult to de-
termine who has a need-to-know. 
That’s where the 621st Air Control 
Squadron’s Cobra Team steps in, 
delivering command and control 
information to appropriate parties. 
They are responsible not only for 
passing information up, down 
and across the chain of command, 
but also to and from the isolated 
personnel and pilots out in the field.
  “We are a lynchpin of commu-
nication that helps ensure everyone 
involved in the operation has the 
most up-to-date and mission-es-
sential information,” said Senior 
Airman Dylan “Smeagol” Byrum, 
621st ACS weapons director. “If 
we miss information meant for 
the AOC and don’t pass that on or 
pass the incorrect data to the rescue 
mission commander, it could end 
in mission. failure.”
  Once the CSAR mission has 
been properly analyzed and ap-
proved, the next step to successfully 
recovering survivors is to defend 
the area of operations for as long 
as possible to enable enough time 
for pilots to search for and recover 

survivors.
  “We are there to protect our 
assets while A-10s and rescue ve-
hicles do their personnel recovery 
mission,” said Capt. John Chap-
man, U.S. Air Force 35th Fighter 
Squadron F-16 pilot.
  While the 35th FS escorts rescue 
aircraft, the 909th Air Refueling 
Squadron keeps everyone in the 
air to continue the search. The 
909th’s Stratotanker also provides 
communications support by acting 
as a signal receiver that transmits 
communications back and forth 
between low flying aircraft con-
ducting CSAR operations, which 
reduces ground interference.
  “We are a force multiplier,” said 
U.S. Air Force Capt. Shelby Clark, 
909th ARS KC-135 Stratotanker 

co-pilot. “We help assets stay up 
in the air longer to continue the 
mission.”
  Conducting large-scale training 
events like CSART requires base 
support to sustain all players.
  The 51st Logistic Readiness 
Squadron’s reception working 
group is tasked with coordinating 
support for inbound units in the 
form of lodging, food, etc. and 
approving their visitation requests. 
COVID-19 created even more hur-
dles for their team to overcome by 
adding COVID-19 related support 
from the 51st Medical Group and 
COVID Command Center when 
processing inbound units.
  “A lot of things have changed es-
pecially with quarantine,” said U.S. 
Air Force Staff Sgt. Nyisha Glenn, 

51st LRS logistics planner.  “Before 
we didn’t have to figure out where 
an individual was going to lodge, 
because it was just Turumi Lodge, 
but now the RWG has gotten with 
different agencies to figure out 
where the members are going to 
quarantine and reside after.”
  CSART is vital should troops 
find themselves behind enemy 
lines. The training prepares squad-
rons and battalions whose missions 
are emergency response focused, an 
opportunity to exercise tactics with 
low-risk scenarios. It also affords 
support personnel an opportunity 
to provide for large scale missions 
like CSART. If a real-world activity 
occurs, CSART teams are trained to 
respond at a moment’s notice and 
fight tonight.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jessi Monte)

Capt. Kemper Peterson, left, 909th Air Refueling Squadron 
instructor pilot, Capt. Shelby Clark, 909th ARS pilot, and Staff Sgt. 
Andrew Chance, 909th Air Refueling Squadron boom operator, 
stand in front of a KC-135 Stratotanker on Kadena Air Base, Oct. 15.

CSART: a job worth doing together
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By Lt. Cmdr. 
Miranda Williams
USS Carl Vinson
10/25/2021 - SOUTH CHINA 
SEA — The Carl Vinson Carrier 
Strike Group and JS Kaga (DDH 
184) are conducting maritime 
security operations and exercises.
 Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force Izumo-class helicopter 
destroyer JS Kaga (DDH 184) and 
U.S. Navy Carrier Strike Group 
(CSG) 1 are conducting bilateral 
operations in the South China 
Sea for the first time since Vinson 
Carrier Strike Group (VINCSG) 
deployed this summer.
 While in the South China 
Sea, Japan and U.S. Navy units 
are conducting maritime secu-

rity operations, to include flight 
operations, coordinated tactical 
training between surface and air 
units, refueling-at-sea evolutions, 
and maritime strike exercises.
 Cooperative maritime engage-
ments and U.S. carrier operations 
in the South China Sea are part of 
the U.S. Navy’s routine presence in 
the Indo-Pacific.
 “Bilateral operations are one 
key component in our collective 
maritime readiness,” said Rear 
Adm. Dan Martin, commander, 
CSG 1. “The Indo-Pacific is a dy-
namic region and by continuing to 
conduct routine operations with 
our allies and partners throughout 
international waters and airspace, 
we demonstrate our unwavering 

commitment to upholding inter-
national law, on the sea and in the 
air, and to ensuring that all nations 
can do the same without fear or 
contest.”
 Since arriving in the U.S. 7th 
Fleet region, CSG 1 units have 
participated in multiple operations 
and exercises with JMSDF units, 
most recently MALABAR 2021 
and Maritime Partnership Exer-
cise. JMSDF Rear Adm. IKEU-
CHI Izuru, Commanding Officer 
of IPD21 force, Commander of 
Escort Flotilla 3 said maritime alli-
ances and partnerships are vital to 
maritime security and underpin 
the free flow of commerce and 
access to resources in the region.
 “Through a series of large-scale 
exercises, the JMSDF was able to 
enhance its tactical capabilities as 
well as strengthen its cooperative 
relationship with the navies of 
participating countries,” said Rear 
Adm. IKEUCHI Izuru, Com-
manding Officer of IPD21 force, 
Commander of Escort Flotilla 3. 
“Our activities in the South China 
Sea and Indian Ocean, which are 
important international maritime 
traffic routes, together with the na-
vies of our allies and partners who 
share our fundamental values and 
strategic interests, demonstrate 
our unity and strong will to realize 
a “free and open Indo-Pacific” 
based on law.”
 Led by Carrier Strike Group 
(CSG) 1, U.S. Navy units operat-
ing in the SCS include aircraft car-

rier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70); 
Ticonderoga-class guided-missile 
cruiser USS Lake Champlain (CG 
57) and USS Shiloh (CG 67); Ar-
leigh Burke-class guided-missile 
destroyer USS Stockdale (DDG 
106) of Destroyer Squadron 
(DESRON) 1; and nine squadrons 
of embarked Carrier Air Wing 
(CVW) 2.
 CVW-2 consists of an F-35C 
squadron, the “Argonauts” of 
Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 
147; three F/A-18E/F Super Hor-
net squadrons, the “Bounty Hunt-
ers” of VFA-2, the “Stingers” of 
VFA-113, and the “Golden Drag-
ons” of VFA-192; the “Gauntlets” 
of Electronic Attack Squadron 

(VAQ) 136, operating the EA-18G 
Growler; the “Black Eagles” of 
Airborne Command and Control 
Squadron (VAW) 113, operating 
the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye; 
the “Titans” of Fleet Logistics 
Multi-Mission Squadron (VRM) 
30, operating the CMV-22B 
Osprey; the “Black Knights” of 
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 
(HSC) 4, operating the MH-60S 
Seahawk; and the “Blue Hawks” 
of Helicopter Maritime Strike 
Squadron (HSM) 78, operating 
the MH-60R Seahawk.
 This marks the second time 
that a carrier strike group is 
operating in the South China Sea 
with the advanced capabilities of 
the F-35C Lightning II and Navy 
CMV-22B Osprey.
 CSG 1 is deployed to the U.S. 
7th Fleet area of operations in 
support of a free and open In-
do-Pacific region.^A naval aviator assigned to the “Stingers” of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 113 performs 

preflight checks on F/A-18E Super Hornet on the flight deck of Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS 
Carl Vinson (CVN 70), South China Sea, Oct. 25.

Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force, U.S. Navy 
conduct bilateral operations in South China Sea

 (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class David R. Krigbaum) 

DEFY volunteers Hospitalman Viviana Landeros, assigned to U.S. Naval Hospital Okinawa, 
and Master-at-Arms 3rd Class Alfredo Jimenez, assigned to Commander, Fleet Activities 
Okinawa, run a drug abuse awareness table for Red Ribbon Week at the Kadena Army & Air 
Force Exchange on Kadena Air Base, Oct. 25. DEFY is a military youth-oriented program that 
raises drug abuse awareness and encourages children to live drug-free lives. Red Ribbon 
Week is a drug abuse prevention campaign that runs from Oct. 23-31 and honors the memory 
of Drug Enforcement Agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena who was tortured and killed in 1985.

DEFY Red Ribbon Week 2021

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Erin C. Zorich) 
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By Staff Sgt. 
Christopher Schmiett
10th Support Group
10/23/2021 - OKINAWA — Staff Sgt. 
Alexander Santa Cruz, Sgt. Tashauna 
Walls, and Spc. Nhien Nguyen, Field 
Feeding Platoon, 35th Combat Sustain-
ment Support Battalion, 10th Support 
Group competed in the Japan-wide Joint 
Culinary Competition, held Oct. 20-21, 
Camp Foster, Okinawa. 
 The team competed against three other 
teams from the U.S. Marine Corps, Navy, 
and Air Force, to take home the first-place 
prize.
 “The Joint Culinary Competition is a 
Japan-wide event that is held biannually 
and hosted by the United States Marine 
Corps here in Okinawa, Japan,” said Chief 
Warrant Officer 2 Billy Ray Daugette, Se-
nior Food Service Advisor, 10th Support 
Group. “Each branch of service provides 
a noncommissioned officer and one 
junior service member, as well as a more 
senior service member to help provide 

mentorship along the way. The two-day 
event consists of a table display, meal 
preparation, cooking with predetermined 
ingredients, plating, and presentation. 
Competitors are then judged on their 
cooking skills, sanitation, menu develop-
ment, and of course, flavor.”
 The U.S. Army Japan contestants have 
won every Joint Culinary Competition so 

far in Japan. 
 “We are proud of team Army for 
winning these first two competitions,” 
said Daugette. “This is a monumental 
accomplishment when you consider that 
the Army is the smallest branch here 
in Japan, but we still have the talent and 
expertise to compete and win against the 
other branches consistently.”

(U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Christopher Schmiett)

(U.S. Army courtesy photo) 

Green Berets 
with 1st SFG (A) 
train in Special 
Reconnaissance 
at Jungle Warfare 
Training Center

   Sgt. Tashauna Walls 
(left) Staff Sgt. Alexander 
Santa Cruz (center), and 
Spc. Nhien Nguyen, Field 
Feeding Platoon, 35th 
Combat Sustainment 
Support Battalion, 10th 
Support Group, show their 
first-place finish during 
the Japan-wide Joint 
Culinary Competition, held 
Oct. 20-21, Camp Foster, 
Okinawa. The team 
competed against three 
other teams from the U.S. 
Marine Corps, Navy, and 
Air Force, to take home 
the first-place prize. 

   A Green Beret with 1st 
Battalion, 1st Special Forces 
Group (Airborne), rappels 
down a cliff face during 
Special Reconnaissance 
training at the Jungle 
Warfare Training Center, 
Camp Gonsalves, Oct. 
19-22. Over the course 
of four days, the Green 
Berets trained on navigation 
techniques, casualty 
evacuation operations, 
reconnaissance, stealth, 
and communications within 
a jungle environment.

^

^



NOTICE
Combined Federal Campaign 2021
The annual Combined Federal Campaign has 
kicked-off and needs your support today. Giving 
is as easy as going online (cfcoverseas.org), 
downloading the CFC mobile app, or contacting 
your unit representative to use a paper pledge 
form. There are thousands of charities and 
causes to choose from and every dollar counts. 
For more information, contact your Unit/
Organization CFC Rep or Capt. Steven Holman 
at steven.holman.5@us.af.mil

USNHO COVID-19 boosters
Starting 29 October, USNHO will begin offering 
Moderna and JJ COVID-19 boosters to the 
following eligible beneficiaries:
Pfizer/Moderna:
• Anyone 65 and older.
• All adults age 18 to 64 who have cancer, 
dementia, diabetes, heart disease, HIV and 
other medical conditions that increase their 
likelihood of Covid complications.
• Anyone 18 or older who live or work in a 
long-term care facility, homeless shelter and 
prison or other congregate setting.
• *Front-line personnel 18 or older who are 
at a higher risk of Covid exposure due to 
their job, including first responders, teachers, 
supermarket staff and mass transit employees.
J&J:
• All adults who were vaccinated with J&J’s 
Covid vaccine at least two months ago, instead 
of six months with Pfizer and Moderna.
• All adult J&J recipients are eligible for a 
booster even if they don’t have underlying 
medical conditions or work in a profession or 
live where there’s a higher risk of Covid
 
Robotics Class
The 1st Robotics class will be held November 
3rd from 9 - 10 a.m. at the Innovation Lab. 
Dive into robotic programming with one of our 
experts. For more information, contact Shogun 
Spark at 634-5589.

SIP/No-Fee Passports and Japan-
Foreign Clearance Guide Compliance
If you are Active Duty or a U.S. Civil Service 
Employee with dependents, and they do not 
have a Special Issuance Passport (SIP), also 
known as a no-fee passport/official passport, 
please notify your First Sergeant or equivalent as 
soon as possible to get added to the processing 
list. The MPF is holding surge appointments 
several times a week in an effort to ensure every 
dependent who needs a passport has one.  
Effective October 1, 2021 all government funded 
travel returning/entrance into Japan will require 
SIP.  For more information, contact Staff Sgt. 
Kelvin Hailey at 634-8978.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, you 
may seek IG assistance to determine if the 
complaint should be filed with the IG.  Anyone 
can file a complaint if they reasonably believe 
there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA) or that 
inappropriate conduct has occurred in violation 
of law, policy, procedures, or regulation. To begin 
the process, you can complete the personnel 
data information on an AF Form 102 and briefly 
outline the facts and relevant information related 
to the issue or complaint. List the allegations of 
wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and provide 
supporting narrative detail and documents later, 
when interviewed by an IG person.  Allegations 
should be written as bullets and should answer 
who committed the violation; what violation was 
committed; what law, regulation, procedures, 
or policy was violated; when did the violation 
occur.   Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/IGQ 
Complaints & Inquiries) or call your Kadena IG 
office at 634-7622 or 634-1109 currently located 
in building 2261, Bong Drive (previous Stearley 
Heights Elementary school). 

Gate 5 Closure
The Kadena Gate 5 will be closed Nov. 5 due to 

Parent Teacher conferences. There will be no 
school for all students. For more information, 
contact 18th Security Forces Squadron at 634-
3532.

INFORMATION
Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

Kadena and Camp Foster Emergency 
Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones with the 
emergency numbers. To report an emergency on 
Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-5911, and from an 
office phone, dial 911. For Camp Foster via cell, 
dial 098-911-1911, or from an office phone, dial 
911.

Risner Fitness Center Track 
Operations
During official Air Force Physical Fitness Testing 
conducted by the Fitness Assessment Cell, the 
Risner Fitness Center Track is closed. Typically, 
testing is conducted Monday – Friday at 5, 6:15, 
7:30, and 8:45 a.m. (not necessarily the actual run 
time) however, the Risner Fitness Center Staff 
have the authority to determine priority usage 
at any time based on scheduling or weather 
conditions. There was a time when non-testing 
patrons could use the outside lanes; however, 
since testing began in July it became an issue 
with crowding and interfering with testing. 
Signage at the track has been updated to reflect 
the change.  Essentially, when our Fitness Staff 
is out on the track and make the announcement 
to clear the track, anyone NOT testing will clear 
the track. If a testing member has a pacer, the 
pacer is authorized to use the outside lanes.  For 
more information, contact Risner Fitness Center 
at 634-5128.

Public Affairs Photo Studio
The Public Affairs photo studio is open Mon - 
Thurs from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1 - 4 p.m.  Appointments 
are available in half-hour increments. *Award, 
bio or package submission photos are 
scheduled on Monday - Wednesday. *Full-length 
photos are only available on Thursday.  Official 
Passport photos are by appointment only on 
Monday - Friday, and require a letter or voucher 
from your UDM or the passport office.  Photos 
are for official use only. For more questions or 
scheduling, please call at 634-4013 / 634-3813.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

Kadena Air Base Chapel Worship 
Opportunities
• Catholic Community – Catholic Worship 
Service: Sunday 8 a.m. & noon at Chapel 1.
Daily Mass: Tuesday & Thursday 11:30 a.m. at 
Chapel 1.
Holy Days of Obligation: Weekdays 11:30 a.m. & 
5:30 p.m. / Saturdays 10 a.m.
Reconciliation / Confessions: Sunday 11:15 – 
11:45 a.m. or by appointment.
Religious Education: During the Academic year 
at the Education Center (bldg. 59).
• Jewish Community – Shabbat Service: Friday 
6:15 p.m. at Chapel 2. (POC: Capt. Levy Peker 
at 080-9850-9654 / levy.peker.1@us.af.mil )
• Buddhist Community – Every 4th Wednesday 
7 p.m. at Chapel 2 Annex. (POC: Richard Tollini 
at 090-1942-1066 / klusot@aol.com )
• Heathen / Norse Pagan – Saturday 10 a.m. to 
noon at Chapel 2 Annex.
• Protestant Community – Traditional Worship 
Service: Sunday 9 a.m. at Chapel 2.
Contemporary Worship Service: Sunday 10 a.m. 
at Chapel 1.
Kadena Gospel Service: Sunday 11 a.m. at 
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Chapel 3.
For more information, contact Master Sgt. 
Joseph McCurdy at 634-1288.

What’s Your Problem?
Do you have an idea that is cost and time saving, 
enhances mission success or improves quality 
of life for your team? Submit it to the Ignite the 
Spark ’22 campaign.  For more information, 
contact Shogun Spark at 634-5589.

Chatan Halloween Festa in Mihama 
2021 Cancellation Notice
Chatan Halloween Festa in Mihama 2021 
scheduled to be held on Sunday, October 31, 
2021 has been canceled due to the health and 
safety of visitors and related parties.  Event to be 
cancelled: Masquerade Contest / Trick or treat 
at shops / One day Promotion  *Please note that 
parking lots around Mihama, American Village 
Chatan will be closed after 20:00 on the day of 
October 31st (Sunday). In light of the COVID-19 
situation, it has been canceled considering the 
health and safety of visitors and related parties 
first.

UPCOMING EVENTS
7th Annual Kadena Air Base 
Veterans Day Parade
Please join the Kadena Air Base Veterans Day 
Parade November 11 from 9 – 11 a.m. along 
Douglas Blvd where over 50 organizations 
will honor veterans for their patriotism, love of 
country, and willingness to serve and sacrifice 
for the common good. For more information, 

contact Tech. Sgt. Aristotle Velasquez at 632-
0099 or Senior Master Sgt. Matthew Challinor at 
634-4346. 

Patient and Family Partnership 
Council
Interested in improving your patient experience 
at the Kadena Clinic? Join and become a 
member of the 18th Medical Group Patient and 
Family Partnership Council (PFPC). Membership 
application is available at the meeting. Who: Open 
to Active Duty, dependents, and retirees. Next 
Meeting: November 3 start at 1 p.m. Location: 
Kadena Medical Clinic, Dental Conference Room 
(3rd floor). For more information, contact Patient 
Advocate at 630-4146.

Dating Seminar
Kadena Family Advocacy program is hosting a 
Dating seminar class on Nov. 3 at 10 a.m. - 11 
a.m. This is a beginner’s guide to dating to help 
you create healthy boundaries, and look for signs 
to prevent violence in relationships. Please call 
634-0433 to sign up.

VOLUNTEER
Diversity and Inclusion Committee 
Needs Volunteers
The Diversity and Inclusion committee’s mission 
is to ensure we attract, recruit, develop and retain 
a high-quality and diverse Total Force to ensure 
a culture of inclusion to leverage the diversity of 
Team Kadena’s community. If interested, please 
email justina.baranda@us.af.mil or jessica.
harris.7@us.af.mil 
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718th Civil Engineer Squadron 
engineering apprentice from 
Allentown, Pennsylvania.

Airman 
1st Class 
Elizabeth 
Rodriguez

(U.S. Air Force photo by Naoto Anazawa) 
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