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By Airman 1st Class 
Cesar Navarro
18th Wing Public Affairs 
1/24/2022 - KADENA AIR 
BASE — The 18th Wing teamed 
up with the Japan Air Self-De-
fense Force to kick off the new 
year with another Southern 
Beach exercise at Kadena Air 
Base, Jan. 19. 
 “Southern Beach is a bilat-
eral exercise between the U.S. 
Air Force and the JASDF,” said 
U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt. Daniel 
Propst, 18th WG unit manager. 
“It reinforces our alliance togeth-
er and allows us to prepare bilat-

eral training, tactics, techniques 
and procedures that we are ready 
to execute when it comes to the 
defense of Okinawa.” 
 Southern Beach gives military 
members and newer operators 
a chance to see how to execute 
missions as a team, especial-
ly when they get involved in the 
planning, Propst said. 
 “Southern Beach 22-2 focused 
on resupplying forces in a heavily 
contested environment,” said U.S. 
Air Force Capt. Graham John-
son, 44th Fighter Squadron chief 
of weapons and tactics. “Overall, 
the exercise consisted of 28 air-

craft fighting in a multi-national 
and multi-lane war. The JASDF 
led the mission planning, execu-
tion, and debrief of this exercise, 
demonstrating their ability to co-
ordinate and execute operations 
with their partners.”
 According to Johnson, it al-
lows both allies to understand 
each other’s strengths and prac-
tices when it comes to mission 
execution, practicing fluidity 
among different units from dif-
ferent countries.
 “Southern Beach forces us to 

USFJ commander 
inspects newly arrived 
Kadena Block 40/45 
equipped E-3 Sentries

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro) 

A Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force F-15J receives fuel 
from a 909th Air Refueling 
Squadron KC-135 Stratotanker 
in support of Exercise 
Southern Beach over the 
Pacific Ocean, Jan. 19. 
Exercise Southern Beach is 
a locally organized bilateral 
exercise that brings the 
18th Wing and JASDF units 
together to practice mission 
planning, execution and 
debriefing with one another. 
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Bilateral exercise Southern Beach reinforces 
USAF, JASDF alliance in the new year

One of the 961st Airborne Air Control Squadron’s newest E-3G Sentries stops as Airmen from 
the 961st Aircraft Maintenance Unit place chocks under it’s tires at Kadena Air Base, Jan. 
13. U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Ricky Rupp, U.S. Forces Japan and 5th Air Force commander, 
flew with the 961st AACS to see the new Block 40/45 system, a new user interface, and how 
it works in real time.

    Airman 1st Class 
Alejandra Reyes, 
18th Medical 
Support Squadron 
outpatient records 
technician, 
monitors an 
individual 
performing a 
self-swabbing 
COVID-19 test at 
Kadena Air Base, 
Jan. 13.

    Airman 1st Class 
Strohm Southwell, 
18th Healthcare 
Operations 
Squadron 
aerospace medical 
technician, 
screens people 
before giving them 
COVID-19 tests at 
Kadena Air Base, 
Jan. 13.

^Tech. Sgt. Ruben Pineda, 18th Medical Group 
resource management office NCO in charge, picks 
up COVID-19 test swab samples to transport them 
to the laboratory at Kadena Air Base, Jan. 13. During 
the week of Jan. 10, the 18th MDG conducted over 
150 COVID-19 tests per day.

^
^

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Yosselin Perla) 
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By Staff Sgt. 
Ryan Lackey
374th Airlift Wing Public Affairs
1/13/2022 - YOKOTA AIR BASE 
— Airmen from the 459th Airlift 
Squadron executed a high-prior-
ity, short notice request from the 
Japanese Government to help de-
liver 217 COVID-19 test samples 
from U.S. Marine Corps Camp 
Hansen, to U.S. Army Camp 
Zama, Kanagawa prefecture, Dec. 
24, 2021.

 A C-12J Huron flew from Yo-
kota Air Base to Kadena Air Base, 
loaded the cargo, and returned in 
time for ground transport to de-
liver it to the Camp Zama med-
ical laboratory for next day test-
ing.
 “We received the call to exe-
cute this mission on Dec. 23 and 
immediately set out to prep the 
crew, aircraft and flight line,” said 
Lt. Col. Joseph Walters, 459th AS 
director of operations. “We’ve had 

considerable practice in the safe 
handling similar cargos around 
the Kanto region over the past 18 
months, so the short notice didn’t 
matter, as we’re always ready to 

perform operational support air-
lift, holiday or not.”
 It took an approximate 36 
hours from the initial request to 
the delivery of the samples at the 

Camp Zama medical laboratory, 
made possible by efficient com-
munication and coordination be-
tween members from U.S. Ma-
rine Expeditionary Forces, U.S. 
Air Forces, and Japanese allied 
partners.
 “It’s just the latest example of 
how 459th Airmen are ready to 
complete the rapid airlift mission, 
no matter what,” said Walters.
 The 374th Airlift Wing is com-
mitted to the support of mission 
partners and allies, using its rapid 
airlift capabilities to not only de-
tour adversaries, but to care for 
the Japanese community and U.S. 
forces stationed in Japan. 
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B-1B Lancers 
conduct 
Bomber Task 
Force mission 
with JASDF in 
Indo-Pacific

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Yasuo Osakabe)

(U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Savannah L. Waters) 

^A C-12J Huron, assigned to the 459th Airlift Squadron, performs touch-and-go flight patterns 
June 14, 2016 at Yokota Air Base. The C-12J is a twin turboprop aircraft used for cargo and 
passenger airlift and aeromedical evacuations.

^A U.S. Air Force 
pararescueman assigned to 
the 31st Rescue Squadron 
ascends a rock wall with a 
simulated patient at Kadena Air 
Base, Jan. 12. During training, 
pararescuemen rappelled down 
the wall, prepared the simulated 
patient and ascended with the 
simulated patient up the wall.

^   U.S. Air Force pararescuemen 
assigned to the 31st Rescue 
Squadron conduct rope training 
by transferring a simulated patient 
out of a protective harness at 
Kadena Air Base, Jan. 12.

^Capt. Shella Valdez, 18th Medical Operations Squadron 
nurse, hands an ID card back to Airman 1st Class Zachery 
Solis, 353rd Special Operations Wing sheet metal technician, 
at Kadena Air Base, Jan. 7.

^A U.S. Air Force pilot from the 67th Fighter Squadron, left, communicates with 
Airman 1st Class Rafael De Leon, right, 67th Aircraft Maintenance Unit crew chief, via 
headset before takeoff during Exercise Southern Beach at Kadena Air Base, Jan. 19.

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro) 

^Capt. Graham Johnson, 44th Fighter Squadron chief of 
weapons and tactics, engages with members from the JASDF 
as part of his role as tactical mentor during the Southern 
Beach Exercise at Kadena Air Base, Jan. 18.

459th Airmen deliver important 
COVID tests on Christmas Eve

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Sebastian Romawac) 

(U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Moses Taylor) 

A B-1B Lancer from the 7th Bomber Wing, 
Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, receives 
fuel from a KC-135R Stratotanker over the 
Pacific Ocean during a Bomber Task Force 
mission, Jan. 11. BTF missions allow for 
opportunities to integrate and train with our 
allies and partners to uphold a rules-based, 
free and open Indo-Pacific.

go from the strategic statement, 
‘We will fight together’ to the tac-
tical question of ‘How will we 
fight together?’,” Johnson said. 
“It’s a litmus test for our com-
bined lethality.”
 This particular iteration of 
Southern Beach took place during 
a spike in COVID-19 numbers at 
the start of 2022, adding anoth-
er element of coordination and 
maneuverability in the planning 
and execution of the exercise. In-
tegration and involvement from 
both sides took place within the 

level of restrictions taking place 
around Okinawa , Propst men-
tioned. 
 Southern Beach 22-2 pushed 
the boundaries in both scope and 
complexity for exercises conduct-
ed via video teleconferencing,” 
Johnson stated. “The JASDF and 
18th WG planned and executed 
an incredible bilateral exercise, 
despite the difficulties.”
 Participants conducted exer-
cise planning virtually in order 
to integrate effectively and safely 
during the operation. Five units 
from JASDF worked alongside 
seven units from the 18th WG, 

including the 961st Airborne Air 
Control Squadron and their E-3G 
Sentries. 
 Propst stressed that each suc-
cessful Southern Beach exercise 
forges a stronger alliance between 
the 18th WG and JASDF, creating 
a more safe and secure environ-
ment in the Indo-Pacific region.
 “This exercise is an incred-
ible opportunity to strengthen 
the bond between the USAF and 
JASDF,” Johnson emphasized. 
“Each exercise provides new in-
sights and lessons learned that 
help us become a more lethal and 
effective fighting force.”

SOUTHERN BEACH 
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31st RQS 
practices 
life-saving 
skills 
with rope 
training
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By Staff Sgt. Kyle Johnson
18th Wing Public Affairs
1/19/2022 - KADENA AIR BASE — U.S. Air 
Force Lt. Gen. Ricky Rupp, U.S. Forces Japan and 
5th Air Force commander, got a firsthand expe-
rience aboard a newly arrived E-3G Sentry Air-
borne Warning and Control System aircraft, 
armed with an enhanced user interface, at Kade-
na Air Base, Jan. 13.
 The aircraft’s upgraded interface, Block 40/45, 
replaces the original interface the platform used 
since the jet first flew. The updated equipment in-
creases the situational awareness of the AWACS 
crew, allowing an allied force to more efficiently 
prioritize and engage targets.
 “I’m truly grateful to see this new capability, 
and the Airmen who use it, in person,” Rupp said. 
“This system is just one example of how we are 
constantly updating our capabilities to stay on the 
leading edge of technology in aviation.”
 As the U.S. Air Force continues its efforts to 
stay one step ahead of regional near-peer adver-
saries, systems like the Block 40/45 enable Airmen 
to fly, fight and win in defense of U.S. interests and 
regional stability.
 “The transition from E-3B Block 30/35 to 

E-3G Block 40/45 is a critical leap in capabilities 
for Kadena airborne tactical battle management.  
Crewmembers are able to rapidly assess the bat-
tlespace, make decisions and communicate those 
decisions at a quicker pace,” said U.S. Air Force Lt. 
Col. Alexander Demma, 961st Airborne Air Con-
trol Squadron Commander.
 U.S. Air Force Capt. Ronelle Say, 961st Air-
borne Air Control Squadron air battle manager, 
explained the technological leap for the operator 
is similar to jumping from a 1980’s 8-bit computer 
to a modern computer.
 “Block 40/45 gives me a much larger view of the 
world,” Say said. “This [interface] doesn’t just help 
the 961st, but the entire area of responsibility.”
 As an airborne command and control plat-
form, an increased communication capability of 
Kadena’s AWACS will have ripple effects, increas-
ing the efficiency of all aircraft – both U.S. and al-
lied throughout the region.
 “This capability improvement enhances allied 
force lethality and promotes regional stability in 
the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command area of responsi-
bility,” Demma said.
 Kadena’s E-3 Sentries deploy with regularity to 
exercise with allies and partners in the Indo-Pacific.

USFJ commander inspects newly arrived Kadena Block 40/45 equipped E-3 Sentries

^Lt. Col. Alexander Demma, left, 961st Airborne Air Control Squadron 
commander, shows Lt. Gen. Ricky Rupp, right, U.S. Forces Japan and 5th Air 
Force commander, the new Block 40/45 system, an updated user interface, at 
Kadena Air Base, Jan. 13.

^Lt. Gen. Ricky Rupp, left, U.S. Forces Japan and 
5th Air Force commander, coins Capt. Nicole Wise, 
right, 961st Airborne Air Control Squadron executive 
officer, in front of an E-3G Sentry at Kadena Air Base, 
Jan. 13.

(U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Cesar J. Navarro) 

By 1st Lt. David Miller
18 OMRS, Mental Health Flight 
1/22/2022 - KADENA AIR 
BASE — The United States Air 
Force is recognizing the dedica-
tion and achievements of the men 
and women within the Biomedi-
cal Sciences Corps by designating 
January 24 – 28 as BSC Apprecia-
tion Week. 
 The BSC was established within 
the Army on 18 May 1917 during 
World War I, at which point Con-
gress created the Army Sanitary 
Corps in an effort to combat infec-
tious diseases. Initially comprised 
of over 3,000 officers, the focus of 
the Corps was primarily with sci-
entific and health-related special-
ties. Throughout the decades, the 
mission evolved into the establish-
ment of the BSC in 1965. 
 Currently, the BSC operation 
is comprised of over 2,400 offi-
cers supported by 1,000 civilians 
and 5,800 enlisted members, thus 
encompassing 14 distinct profes-
sions including Physical Therapy, 
Optometry, Podiatry, Physician 
Assistants, Audiology, Clinical 
Psychology and Social Work, Oc-
cupational Therapy, Aerospace 
Physiology, Dietetics, Bioenvi-
ronmental Engineering, Public 
Health, Pharmacy, and the Bio-
medical Laboratory. 
 Kadena AB is a fantastic exam-
ple of how BSC Airmen are critical 
to the overall mission within PA-
CAF. Colonel Jay Veeder is acute-
ly aware of this fact, stating “As a 

Kadena’s Medical Group Com-
mander, I know I couldn’t lead this 
organization without the BSCs… 
simply put, they are an incredi-
ble collection of subject matter 
experts, hands-on clinicians, and 
specialists. There are but a handful 
of BSCs in any place at any time 
but they are the first we seek when 
we need expert direction or care 
for a patient.  Take a moment to 
thank the first BSC you encounter 
today…they deserve it.”  
 While the collection of BSC oc-
cupations work together to ensure 
the betterment of various speci-
fied needs, it can be difficult for 
members to gain a holistic view 
of the overall BSC mission out-
side of their specialty. BSC week 
affords these Airmen the oppor-
tunity to come together and inter-
act, thus building understanding 
of mission impact through cama-
raderie. “BSC Appreciation Week 
is a wonderful platform for us to 
come together and have some fun 
while we learn about each oth-
er”, said Major Emily Graze, Men-
tal Health Flight Commander. “It 
builds a tremendous amount of 
morale while simultaneously af-
fording an opportunity to show-
case what the team brings to the 
fight.”
 Please join the United States 
Air Force in commemorating BSC 
Week and recognizing the contri-
butions of those who have selfless-
ly dedicated their lives to the bet-
terment of others.
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By Mass Communication 
Specialist 1st Class 
Stephane Belcher
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5 
1/18/2022 - CAMP SHIELDS  — U.S. Naval 
Mobile Construction Battalion (NMCB) 5 
transferred authority of Naval Construction 
Force tasking in the Indo-Pacific region to 
NMCB-3 during a relief in place/transfer 
of authority (RIP/TOA) ceremony onboard 
Camp Shields, Jan. 18. 
 The Seabees with NMCB-5 executed 
missions from 13 detail sites across the 
Indo-Pacific and participated in several 
joint exercises, such as Exercise Amphitrite 
Galvanic and Exercise Neptune’s Forager. 
 “We arrived here in Okinawa and 
throughout the Pacific with highly motivat-
ed and well-trained Sailors ready to accom-
plish our mission by ‘Succeeding Together,” 
said Cmdr. Andrew Olsen, NMCB-5’s 
commanding officer. “The men and women 
of [NMCB-5] continued to bridge the 
gap between sea and shore by supporting 
construction at the littorals for warfighter 
readiness. You have remained dedicated to 

being a paramount stand-in naval construc-
tion force for the Indo-Pacific region.”
 In the Marshall Islands, they built a 
police substation checkpoint to help the 
Marshallese support the Kwajalein Atoll Lo-
cal Government — taking the opportunity 
to teach construction skills to recent high 
school graduates working at the Republic of 
Marshall Island’s National Training Council.
 NMCB-5’s Detail Tinian worked with 
the Marines to help the local community 
by clearing land and leveling the Northern 
Marianas College Tinian Center area. The 
Seabees stood up a Detail in Papua New 
Guinea — at the request of the PNG Defence 
Force — to work with the PNG Defence 
Force and the Australian Defence Force on 
a new dental facility. 
 “Hoorah to my Sister Battalion, NMCB-
5,” said Cmdr. LaKeeva Gunderson, NMCB-
3’s commanding officer. “You all came here, 
took names, and delivered on what we, as the 
Naval Construction Force, promised. From 
enabling access and providing logistical 
support for Fleet maneuverability — your 
actions have not only improved partner 

relationships in the Indo-Pacific Command 
area of operations (AOR), but you were also 
integral in establishing lasting relationships 
with our Marines, Air Force, and Army 
counterparts.”
 The Seabees of NMCB-5 built on the 
Blue-Green Team throughout the past six 
months. In Sasebo, they teamed up with 
U.S. Marines to move Expeditionary Mobile 
Fleet Hospital equipment. They supported 
the Fleet and offloaded equipment to sup-
port Exercise Freedom Banner. NMCB-5 
also built a four-room schoolhouse for the 
local Ministry of Education in Timor-Leste. 
 In Diego Garcia, they built a gas cylinder 
storage facility to support the Harbor Oper-
ations site onboard Naval Support Facility. 
And they performed critical maintenance 
on the airfield precision approach path 
indicator light systems for the Pacific 
Air Forces.
 “And now, as we raise the bat-
talion colors and transfer authority, 
we will watch NMCB-3 continue 
the legacy in the Indo-Pacific AOR,” 
said Olsen. “They will take the watch 
as the stand-in naval construction 
force with their ‘Better than Best’ 
mentality. We all look forward to 
seeing the next battalion build on the 
combined success that helps ensure 
a free and open Indo-Pacific.”
 With the NMCB flag switched, 
revealing the number ‘THREE’ at 
Camp Shields, Okinawa, the RIP/
TOA is complete. The Seabees with 
NMCB-3 now stand ready to carry 
out assigned tasking, conducting 
high-quality construction to support 
U.S. and partner nations, deter ag-
gression, and enable expeditionary 
logistics and naval power projection 

throughout the AOR.
 “Thank you for a thorough turnover, 
experienced insight, and overall transparent 
communication these past two weeks,” said 
Gunderson. “We are excited, willing, and 
able to continue on with the great work from 
your team. You and the team can leave here 
full of pride and confidence that we will 
carry on the torch for continued success.”
 This RIP/TOA marked the official 
completion of NMCB-5’s deployment in 
the region. NMCB-5 is homeported in Port 
Hueneme, California. The Seabees will train 
on high-quality construction, expeditionary 
logistics, and combat operations during the 
homeport phase. They execute construction 
and engineering projects to support Major 
Combat Operations, disaster response, and 
humanitarian assistance.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jessica Ann Hattell) 

NMCB-5 concludes Indo-Pacific deployment, NMCB-3 assumes 
authority of Naval Construction Force tasking in the Indo-Pacific

^Command Master Chief Martin Laurie (left), Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 5, hands the battalion flag to Utilitiesman 
1st Class Sabino Martinez during a relief in place/transfer of authority (RIP/TOA) ceremony onboard Camp Shields, Jan. 18.
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Cortesty Article by Ryukyu 
Dragon Pro Wrestling 

Okinawa has a rich history of both 
culture and food being the birth 
place of karate and toco rice. 

Now we have professional wrestling called 
Ryukyu Dragon Pro which has progressed 
to a high standard over 15 years on island. 
The company was named after the Okina-
wa’s original name that being being “The 
Ryukyu kingdom”. Ryukyu Dragon Pro 
Wrestling is run managed by wrestler and 
owner Gurukun Mask and holds exciting 
live matches every month, boasting some of 
the best wrestling talent from around Japan.  
Now they have their very own Dwayne “The 
Rock” Johnson via way of North Charleston, 
South Carolina known to his wrestling fan’s 
as “The BIG K JAX”. He originally trans-
ferred to Okinawa on military assignment 
three years ago with the US Air Force. Like 
many service men and women before him, 
he soon made beautiful Okinawa his new 
home. However, there was another goal on 
his mind after moving to Japan and that 

was to become a professional wrestler. With 
the same passion and self-determination in 
joining the military to serve his county, he 
would use this drive to fulfil his dream.. He 
grew up watching wrestling in the USA with 
his Uncle. 
 “I’ve always loved wrestling” he says, “I 
was an amateur wrestler in high school and 
was basically born loving it. My Uncle was 
a heavy influence in my life and we bonded 
over it watching the WWE and WCW, He 
died when I was little and I knew I wanted 
to make him proud with the sport that we 
both enjoyed. My biggest influences grow-
ing up was my Uncle and also pro wrestlers 
Rocky Soul Man Johnson, the Rock, Razor 
Ramon, and the Undertaker My dream was 
to become a pro wrestler and to be the best 
I can, travel the world and make people 
happy and feel the same way my uncle and I 
did” 
 Jax got his chances to begin chasing his 
dream when he discovered that Okinawa 
had its own wrestling company. He immedi-
ately ensured that he attended the next show.  
He decide then and there this was what he 
wanted to do in Japan. Ryukyu Dragon Pro 
Wrestling had only one foreign Wrestler 
in their ranks and that was an Australian 
wrestler named “Ryukyu Dog Dingo” who 
is a veteran of the sport having wrestled 
in Japan and around the world for over 30 
years. He is Ryukyu Dragon Pro Wrestling’s 
second ever world champion and leader of 
the Mad Dog Club. Attending many shows 
Jax and Dingo striked up a friendship and 
DINGO seeing himself in Jax agreed to 
train him and help him achieve his dream 
of becoming a pro wrestler. And so the 
journey begun. 
 Pro Wrestling isn’t an easy sport to 
master especially in Japan and is taken very 

seriously even though there is an entertain-
ment aspect to pro wrestling the moves are 
very real and very dangerous with little to 
no room for error. Jax trains with his new 
coach Dingo and soon were known as the 
Aussie Duo, Jax finally debuted in his first 
wrestling match in July 2021.  Gurukun 
Mask invited him into the company to 
join the team of the Mad Dog Club - the 
bad guys of the show thus becoming The 
Mad Dog Defender K-JAX. He hopes to 
make the military and his uncle proud as 
he’s setting his goals high hoping that one 
day to be just like the “Rock” and travel the 
world as a pro wrestler. With sights and 
goals high, you never know, a Japanese and 
Hollywood movie star just might be on the 
cards. Come support a local business here in 
Okinawa in Ryukyu Dragon Pro Wrestling 
and the Big K-JAX and enjoy great family 
entertainment. Dates and times available on 
their website and Instagram Twitter pages.

ADVERTISEMENT ARTICLE

Future “Rock” of Okinawa

THE 
BIG 
K-JAX



NOTICE
COVID-19 Update
COVID testing is available at the Old Stearley 
Heights Elementary, Monday - Friday : Pre-
Travel/Exit ROM Testing (must be scheduled 
by UCC): 0730-0800
Symptomatic (no appointment required): 
0800-1000
Asymptomatic Close Contact (ID’d and 
scheduled by KCRC): 1400-1600
If you are having a medical emergency, go to 
the Emergency Room
The CDC recommends boosters to reduce 
the risk of severe illness from COVID-19.
· Who is eligible for the booster?
Fully vaccinated individuals ages 12 or older
· When should I consider a booster?
At least 2 months after J&J; and at least 5 
months after Pfizer BioNTech and Moderna 
vaccine
· How do I get the booster?
COVID vaccines can be scheduled through 
the Kadena Connect App. Tap “Schedule 
my COVID Vaccine” under “COVID 19 
Information”
For any questions or information, please see 
your respective chain of command.

Gate 4 Outbound Hours / 
Visitor Control Center Hours
Gate-4 outbound hours will be 2:30-5:30pm 
Monday-Friday, except holidays and family 
days.  The morning and late-night hours for 
Gate-4 are suspended until further notice.
Visitor Control Center hours are being 
reduced until further notice. 
Gate-1 VCC will be open 6 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Gate-2 VCC will be open 6 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Kadena Military Housing Office 
Notification
It is that time of year once again to let your 
voices be heard. Beginning January 5, 2022 
you will receive the DoD Annual Tenant 
Satisfaction Survey from CEL & Associates, a 
third-party contractor hired by the Air Force.  

This email will contain a survey link that will 
remain open and accessible until February 
16, 2022. All inputs are confidential, so please 
freely express your assessment of your 
housing situation. Your personal information 
will not be linked in any way to the survey 
results shared with the Department of the 
Air Force. Feedback about your experiences 
while residing in government-owned family 
housing is important to us and will help 
shape the future of our housing services. 
The survey results will guide the decisions 
made today and will impact generations 
of our military members and their families. 
Thank you in advance for your participation 
in our survey. Please take a moment now to 
add AirForceHousingSurvey@celassociates.
com to your allowed senders in any anti-
spam software that might filter your email. 
The survey will be sent to the email address 
you identified when you were assigned your 
unit and only one survey will be sent per 
household. For more information, contact 
AirForceHousingSurvey@celassociates.com 
for assistance.

2022 Overseas Housing Allowance 
Utility and Move-In Expenses Survey
The Department of Defense, Office of the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel 
and Readiness (OUSDP&R), Military 
Compensation Policy Directorate will conduct 
an Overseas Housing Allowance (OHA) Utility 
and Move-In Expenses survey from January 
1 to March 31, 2022. The survey is designed 
to collect utility/recurring maintenance 
and move-in expense data incurred by 
Uniformed service members stationed 
overseas who reside in private housing. Your 
data will assist in determining the Utility/
Recurring Maintenance and Move-In Housing 
Allowances paid to service members in the 
country you are stationed.
If you receive OHA and meet the following 
qualifications, you should participate in the 
survey:

- Have been stationed in the country, where 
this survey is being conducted, for at least 3 
months
- Reside in privately leased quarters (not a 
homeowner or sharer)
- Receive an Overseas Housing Allowance
If you have participated in previous OHA 
surveys, the questions will be similar in 
scope. For the utility portion of the survey, 
you will be asked to report the average 
monthly cost of utilities and any routine 
maintenance expenses you incurred within 
the last 12 months. For the move-in portion of 
the survey, you will be asked to report actual 
expenses incurred when moving into your 
private residence. You may take the survey at 
the following link. The deadline to complete 
the survey is close of business March 31, 
2022. https://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/
site/ohaSurvey.cfm

After Hours Guests for Kadena Air 
Base Residents
Personnel residing on Kadena AB that have 
guests arriving via Naha Airport outside of 
Visitor Center hours (Gate 1: 6 a.m. to 10 
p.m. daily/Gate 2: 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. daily) may 
submit a request for a temporary visitor’s 
pass. Sponsors must provide the guests 
name and nationality to the Gate 1 Visitor 
Center, during duty hours, at least 24 hours 
before arrival. The temporary pass will be 
held at Gate 1 for after-hours issuance. The 
temporary pass must be returned to Gate 
1 or 2 Visitor Center and exchanged for an 
electronically generated pass the following 
day. For more information, contact Pass and 
Registration at 634-6839.

How to File a Complaint with IG
If you believe you are unable to resolve your 
complaint through supervisory channels, 
you may seek IG assistance to determine 
if the complaint should be filed with the IG.  
Anyone can file a complaint if they reasonably 
believe there is Fraud, Waste or Abuse (FWA) 

or that inappropriate conduct has occurred 
in violation of law, policy, procedures, or 
regulation. To begin the process, you can 
complete the personnel data information 
on an AF Form 102 and briefly outline the 
facts and relevant information related to 
the issue or complaint. List the allegations 
of wrongdoing briefly, in general terms and 
provide supporting narrative detail and 
documents later, when interviewed by an 
IG person.  Allegations should be written as 
bullets and should answer who committed 
the violation; what violation was committed; 
what law, regulation, procedures, or 
policy was violated; when did the violation 
occur.   Help is available: Email us at 18wg.
igqcomplaintsinquiries@us.af.mil (18th WG/
IGQ Complaints & Inquiries) or call your 
Kadena IG office at 634-7622 or 634-1109 
currently located in building 2261, Bong 
Drive (previous Stearley Heights Elementary 
school). 

AFSA Ch 1553 Monthly Meeting
Air Force Sergeants Association Ch 1553 
Monthly Meetings will be at 11:30 a.m. 
to noon on the 3rd Wednesday of every 
month at the Rocker Enlisted Club. Come 
out to learn about what AFSA can do for 
you! Civilians, all enlisted & officers and all 
branches are welcome to attend. Please 
follow our Facebook page in order to stay up 
to date with meeting locations and additional 
information at “AFSA Chapter 1553 Kadena 
AB”.  For more information, contact Tech. 
Sgt. Amanda Chom at 634-8140.

INFORMATION
Kadena and Camp Foster 
Emergency Numbers
Kadena Fire Emergency Services reminds 
everyone to program their cell phones 
with the emergency numbers. To report an 
emergency on Kadena via cell, dial 098-934-
5911, and from an office phone, dial 911. For 
Camp Foster via cell, dial 098-911-1911, or 
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from an office phone, dial 911.

The Wired Bean’s Ohana Nights
Every 1st, 3rd, and 5th Thursday of the month 
is Ohana Night at the Wired Bean (Bldg. 
612). Various organizations around the base 
prepare home cooked meals for our E1 - E4 
unaccompanied service members. The free 
food and drinks are available while supplies 
last.　For more information, contact Melissa 
Rafferty at 634-1288.

Think Before You Drink
Don’t become a statistic. Think before you 
drink. Don’t drive – call a ride.  For a safe ride 
home call these numbers: Kadena Taxi at 
098-970-8888(option 8). Panda Taxi (off base) 
098-937-8989. Daiko 098-932-4035.

AirMENTORSHIP
AirMENTORSHIP is a Mentoring Program 
made for airmen, by airmen. We are in need of 
both Mentees (E-1 to E-4) and Mentors (NCOs, 
SNCOs, CGOs. And Civilian employees). 
Interested members will complete and submit 
an application and each Mentee will be 
paired with a Mentor. Members are matched 
based on interest and the responses listed 
on the application.  For more information and 
applications, call Senior Airman Dyana Dillard 
at 634-1275.

Volunteer Victim Advocate Course
The Sexual Assault Prevention and Response 
(SAPR) Office will be hosting a 40 hour initial 
VVA course from February 28 to March 4, 
2022. To volunteer you must be a Senior 

Airman, First Lieutenant or GS-7 and above 
and be in good standing within your unit.   
For complete list of requirements and an 
application packet/checklist, please visit 18 
WG SAPR SharePoint: https://kadena.eis.
pacaf.af.mil/18WG/WSA/SAPR    For more 
information or questions, contact our office 
at 634-0180 or email: 18wg.sarc@us.af.mil  
Application packets are due to the SAPR 
office NLT January 31, 4 p.m.

Kadena SAPR NCOIC/Superintendent 
Local Hire
The Kadena SAPR office is looking for a highly 
motivated individual to fill the SAPR NCOIC/
Superintendent position. Must be a Tech. Sgt. 
- Master Sgt., able to fulfill the 13 -18 month 
tour length obligation, and able to start by the 
RNLTD of April 25, 2022. Applicants must be 
able to meet VVA eligibility and requirements 
IAW AFI 90-6001, paragraphs 2.2 and 2.8, 
and must complete the 40 hour VVA initial 
course (February 28 to March 4) and achieve 
D-SAACP certification.   For more information, 
email the Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response org box at 18wg.sarc@us.af.mil 

UPCOMING EVENT
Black History Month Open Mic Night
Team Kadena will host an Open Mic Night 
February 19 from 6 -10 p.m. at the Rocker 
Enlisted Club. All are welcome to participate in 
this event and the top three winners will receive 
a prize.  To sign up, please contact Tech. Sgt. 
Shonnisha Stallworth at 634-0241 or utilize 
the following link: https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/10C0D48ACAC2AABFECF8-open
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